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Tue present Volume comprises the period between, the 21st 
of January. and the 6th of May, 1806. In the pages imme- 
diately succeeding the Table of Contents, will be found correct 
- Lists of the Ministry as they stood in January and April; toge- 
ther with a List of the Members of the House of Commons. 
The Appendix contains: 1. Copies of the Treaties, &c. presented, 
by His Majesty’s Command, to both Houses of Parliament: 
2. The Twelfth Report of the Commissioners of Naval Enquiry: 
3.-The First Report of the Commissioners for Revising and 
Digesting the Civil Affairs of the Navy: 4.' Report from the 
Committee appointed to draw up Articles of Impeachment 
against Henry Lord Viscount Melville: and, 5, The First 
Report of the Commissioners of Military Enquiry.—The Seventh 
_Volume, which will close the Debates of the Session, will con- 
tain the Financial Accounts, and other Documents connected 
with the Proceedings in Parliament during the Session. - 
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Colborne, Nic. W. Ridley, Ble- 
chingley 
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De Blaquiere, Id. K. i. Down- 
ton : 
Denison, John, Colchester 
Dent, John, Lancaster 
Devaynes, Wm. Barnstaple’ 
Deverell, Robert, Saltash 
Dick, Quintin, West Looe 
Dickins,Frs. Northamptonshire 
Dickinson, Wm. Someysetshire 
Dickinson, W. jun. Lestwithiel 
Dickson, Wm. Selkirk 

















xiv 


Dillon, hon. H. Aug. Mayo co. 
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Parliamentary Debates 


During the Fourth Session of the Second Parliament of the 
' United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the 


Kingdom of Great Britain the Nineteenth, appointed 
to meet at Westminster, the Twenty-first Day of January, 
1806, in the Forty-sixth Year of the Reign of King 


GEORGE the Third. 


(Sess. 1806. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, January 21, 1806. 


The session of parliament was opened 
this day, by commission; the commis- 
sioners were, the lord chancellor, the 
archbishop of Canterbury, lord Etlen- 
borough, chief justice, the earl of Dart- 


‘mouth, lord chamberlain, and lord Hawkes- 
® bury, principal secretary of state for the 
@ home department. A little after three, 


the lords commissioners took their seats 
on the woolsack, and the Commons, pur- 
sant to message, having attended, with 
their speaker at the bar, the lord chancel- 
lor informed them, that his majesty had 
been pleased to direct his commission to 
certain lords therein named, to open the 
session, which commission they should hear 
read, and afterwards his majesty’s most 
acious speech. The commission was 
en read by the clerk at the table ; and 
lord Chancellor then read the Speech, 
it here follows: 
“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 


“In pursuance of the authority given 


fous by his majesty’s commission, under 
the great seal, amongst other things to 


declare the cause of his holding this par- 


lament, his majesty has directed us parti- 
cularly to cali your attention to the most 
decisive success with which Providence 
hasvouchsafed to bless his majesty’sarms at 
#ea, since you were last assembled in par- 
liament.—The activity and perseverance 


of his majesty’s fleets have been conspi- 


Cuously displayed, in the pursuit and at- 


‘lack of the different squadrons of the 


tnemy ; and every encounter has termi- 
Von, VI. 





nated to the honour of the British flag, 
and the diminution of the naval force of 
the powers with whom his majesty is at 
war; but the victory obtained over the 
combined fleet of France and Spain, off 
Cape Trafalgar, has manifested, beyond 
any exploit recorded even in the afinals of 


the British navy, the skill and enterprize of 


his majesty’s officers and seamen; and the 
destruction of so large a proportion of the 
naval strength of the enemy has not only 
confirmed, in the most signal manner, the 
maritime superiority of this country, 
but has essentially contributed to the se- 
curity of bis majesty’s dominions.—His 
majesty most deeply regrets, that the day 
of that memorable triumph should have 
been unhappily clouded by the fall of the 
heroic commander under whom it was 
achieved ; and he is persuaded, that you 
will feel that this lamented, but glorious 
termination of a series of transcendent ex- 
ploits, claims a distinguished expression of 
the lasting gratitude of the country, and 


that you will therefore cheerfully concur . 
in enabling his*majesty to annex to those ~ 


honours which he has conferred on. the 
family of the late lord viscount Nelson, 
such a mark of national munificence as 
may preserve, to the latest posterity, the 
memory of his name and services, and the 
benefit of his greatexample. His majesty 
has commanded us further to inform you, 
that, whilst the superiority of his arms at 
sea has been thus uniformly asserted and 
maintained, he has not been,wanting in his 
endeavours to apply the means, which 
were 80 liberally placed at his disposal, 
in aid of such of the powers of the Conti- 
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nent as evinced a determination to res 
the formidableand growing encroachments 
of France. He has directed the several 
treaties entered into for this purpose to 
be laid before you; and though he cannot 
but deeply lament, that the events of the 
war in Germany have disappointed his 
hopes, and led to an unfavourable issue, 
yet his majesty feels confident, that, upon 
a review of the steps which he has taken, 

ou will be of opinion, that he has left 
nothing undone, on his part, to sustain the 
efforis of his allies, and that he has acted 
in strict conformity to the principles de- 
clared by him, and recognized by patlia- 
ment as essential to the interests and secu- 
rity of his own dominions, as well as to the 
general safety of the Continent.—It is a 
great consolation to his majesty, and one 
in which he is persuaded you will partici- 
pate, that although the emperor of Ger- 
many has felt himself compelled to with- 
draw from the contest, his majesty con- 
tinues to receive from his august ally the 
emperor of Russia the strongest assurances 
of unshaken adherence to that generous 
and enlightened policy by which he has 
hitherto been actuated; and his Majesty 
has no doubt that you will be fully sensible 
of the important advantages to be derived 
from preserving, at all times, the closest 
and most intimate connection with that 
sovereign. 

*« Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

«His majesty has directed the esti- 
mates for the year to be laid before you, 
and has commanded us to assure you, that 
they are framed upon that scale of exertion 
which the present situation of the country 
renders indispensable. His majesty fully 
relies upon your granting him such sup- 
plies as, upon due deliberation, the public 
exigencies may appear to require.—It is 
his earnest wish to contribute, by every 
means in his power, to alleviate the addi- 
tional burthens which must necessarily be 


‘imposed upon his people, and with this 


view he has directed the sum of one million 
sterling, part of the proceeds arising from 
the sale of such prizes made on the powers 
with whom he is at war, as are by law 
vested in the crown, to be applied to the 
public services of the year. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“His majesty is fully persuaded, that 
whatever pride and confidence you may 
feel in common with him in the success 
which has distinguished the British arms 
in the course of the present contest, you 









ii be sensible how much the events of 
@ war onthe Continent, by which the 
predominant power and influence. of 
France have been so unhappily extended, 
require. the continuance of all possible § gp¢ 
vigilance, and exertion. Under this imag 
pression, his majesty trusts that your afs 
tention will be invariably directed to the 
improvement of those means which are 
be found in the bravery and discipline of 
































his forces, the zeal and loyalty of every Ff it a 
class of his subjects, and in the inexhausted. feren 
resources of his dominions, for renderin activ 
the British empire invincible at home, as displ: 
well as formidable abroad; satisfied that pie 
by such efforts alone the contest can be pee 
brought to a conclusion consistent with the kill 
safety and independence of the country, J 3 
and with its rank among the nations of the 
world.” | oe 
The commons having retired, the lords tg 
commissioners withdrew to unrobe, and, oes 
shortly after, lord Ellenborough took the J. 
seat on the woolsack, the lord chancellors | @ 
state of health not permitting him to sit a 
out the expected debate. At four o’clock chen} 
earl Nelson, preceded by sir Isaac Heard lords 
garter king at arms, the duke of Norfolk J #%°¢ 
earl marshal, and lord Auckland, and sup. of th 
ported by the earls of Macclesfield andg "ith 
Bristol, was introduced to the house, feel « 
His majesty’s royal letters patent were ™ "nde 
delivered in at the table by garter, anig the s 
read by the clerk. The marquis of Lans § Prov! 
downe, marquis Wellesley, and lord St of the 
John, also took the oaths and their seats; J impo: 
this being the first time of their appearing J fel « 
in their place in parliament since theit} mMajes 
accession to their present titles.—A bill parlia 
was then brought in by lord Walsingham, § to the 
and read a first time, aceording to them the fi 


established usage of the house, previoll 
to the speech being taken into considé 
ration. His majesty’s most gracidl 
speech was then read by lord Ellenborougig® 
from the woolsack, and afterwards by they” 


clerk at the table, after which 
The Earl of Essex rose, to move an ad § sisten 
dress of thanks to his majesty for the§ the re 
speech that had been just read. His lord § be. no 
ship lamented, that this necessary duly § that n 
had not devolved to some noble lord bet § pende 
ter qualified than himself to fulfil the task B the al 
He, however, had that confidence in the jesty 
kindness and liberal feelings of their lord- comp 
ships, that they would extend the sam gj) , 
indulgence to him, which persons wh power 
were not accustomed to address thet jp 1), 
lordsbips generally obtained. He wotll# conne 
Was pr 





not detain their lordships for any consi- 
derable length of time, but content him- 
self with bfiefly adverting to the principal 
features in the speech. ‘I'he nature of the 

le § speech was such as, iv his opinion, to pre- 
ide the possibility of any opposition to 
he address which he should have the 
honour of moving. With respect to the 
nitude and importance of the successes 











hich his majesty’s arms had obtained, 

ery § it was impossible there could be any dif- 
ited Ff ference of opinion in that house. The 
‘ing F activity and perseverance which had been 
» 8 F displayed in pursuing the fleets of the 
that enemy, the vigour with which they were 
be attacked when found, and the admirable 
the skill with which that attack was directed, 
Uy, | were among the most brilliant achieve- 
the ments in the naval annals of England, 
4 Great as the victory of Trafalgar was, the 

1 universal sorrow with which the intel- 
‘ie ligence of the heroic commander who fell 
be init was received by the country, proved 
, at that the triumph oi that day had not been 
lock 4 Cheaply purchased. Venerating, as ‘their 
lordships undoubtedly must, the services 

card P F ly . ? 
folk @ the character of the immortai commander 























of the British fleet upon that occasion, 
with the seutiment which every one must 
feel of the great services which he had 
‘rendered to the country, asserting at once 


vere. ne 
and™@ the supremacy of its naval power, and 
ang. @ Providing, by the almost total destruction 


ofthe combined fleet, for its safety, it was 
impossible that any one in the house could 
feel disposed to oppose that part of his 
Ihajesty’s speech, which recommended to 
parliament to enable his majesty to annex 
to the honours which he had conferred on 
the family of that great commander a fit 
Wark of the national munificence.—The 
expected and disastrous events which 
id taken place in Germany must be the 
PMibject of deep regret to every noble lord, 
“who wished to see the overbearing ambi- 


tion of France confined within limits con- 

ad f sistent with the peace and tranquillity of 
tht f the rest of Europe. It, however, should 

lord # be.no small consolation to this country, 
duty F that nothing had been left undone that de- 
bet # pended upon her to-ensure the success of 
task. # the allied arms; and''that though his ma- 
1 the F jesty the emperor of Germany had been 
lord: compelled to abandon the contest, we had 
sam F still an unshaken, a magnanimous, and ‘a 
whi powerful ally%in the emperor of Russia. 
thet T Inthe propriety of maintaining the closest 
youll F connection with that great sovereign, he 
was persuaded their lordships would con- 
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cur with the recommendation in the speech, 
There was only one point upon which he 
would detain the house, and which, though 
not introduced into his majesty’s speech, 
he hoped to beable to obtain the appro- 
bation of their lordships to insert in the 
address. He wished that some compli- 
ment of condolence should be offered to 
his majesty, upon the decease of his royal 
brother the late duke of Gloucester. With 
the amiable and excellent qualities of that 
much esteemed person, many of their 
lordships had been familiar foranumber 
of years, and he was confident they would 
not be averse to express the high sense 
which they entertained of his virtues, and 
to condole with his majesty on that me- 
lancholy occasion. The noble earl con- 
cluded with moving, “ That an humble 
address be presented to his majesty”, 
which address was, as usual, an echo of 
his majesty’s speech, and ‘hearly the same 
as that which we insert in this day’s pro- 
ceedings of the house of commons; see 
page 15. 

Lord Carleton rose to second the ad- 
dress, and spoke nearly as follows :—My 
lords, the address to which your lordships 
are nuw called on to give your assent, and 
which I hope will meet with your’ unani- 
mous concurrence, does not pledge the 
house to any specific line of proceeding ; 
and therefore, I trust, none of your lord- 
ships will object to it. Most of the, topics 
alluded to im his majesty’s speech are such 
as must meet your concurrence. The glo- 
rious victory of Trafalgar is an event of 
such magnitude and importance, that it is 
hardly possible for the imagination to con- 
ceive any other more transcendent: it is 
superior to almost every other naval action 
for which our history is so famous. The 
unparalleled valour displayed by all the 
individuals engaged in.that action, and 
the unexampled ability and skill with 
which it was conducted, has been a sub- 


ject of admiration to this country-and the 


whole world. Never was so great an 
enemy so completely «destroyed. © The 
naval skill and the valourtdisplayed on 
that glorious occasion was never equalled, 
and will never be surpassed. Every man 
who recollects the signal given by the hero 
who. achieved the successes, # “ England 
“ expects that every mati will do his duty,” 
must be struck with a still higher degree of 
admiration of his characters We never 
can speak or think with sufficient adwi-- 
ration of this great victory, nor. sulficier tly 
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lament the fate of him whose great mind 
planned the attack that was crowned with 
such brilliant success. I have thus far 
expressed my feelings on this subject, 
because I wish to direct your attention to 
the importance of that part of his ma- 
jesty’s speech, which recommends a mu- 
nificent recompence to the representatives 
of the deceased hero, to whom every indi- 
vidpal in the country, from the highest to 
the-lowest, is so greatly indebted for his 
security. Your lordships, I trust, will 
have no objections to concur in the expres- 
sions of condolence on the death of a 
most, illustrious and amiable prince, who 
was nearly allied, and so dear to his 
majesty ;.1 mean the late duke of Glouces- 
ter. With respect to that part of the 
address which relates to the share which 
the government had in the late events on 
the continent, the present is not the pro- 
per time to discuss it; and when that dis- 
cussion comes. on, I hope the conduct of 
his majesty’s government will appear per- 
fectly justified. I also am confident we 
may grant further powers to government, 
with a complete reliance that they will 
faithfully execute the trust reposed in 
them. Notwithstanding the unfortunate 
turn which affairs have taken on the con- 
tinent, we cannot but applaud the en- 
lightened policy of the emperor of Russia 
in the line of conduct he has pursued, and 
entertain the most sanguine hopes of 
deriving benefit from his co-operation and 
friendship hereafter. That illustrious 
prince was determined not to make an 
ignominious peace. The interests of Russia 
and this country have always been, and 
will ever continue to be the same. And 
from this community of interests, and 
their mutual friendship, the happiest con- 
Sequences may be expected. Your lord- 
ships, I am confident, must all feel the 
necessity of prosecuting the war with 
vigour, as the only means by which we 
Can ever expect to possess security or 
peace.. You must feel the magnitude of 
the stake we are contending for. But you 
must all feel besides how great are the 
resources, the power, wealth, and com- 
merce. of this country. Never was its 
commerce in a more flourishing state. 
And, what.is still greater thea ol our 
spirit is unsubdued, our valotF* is in- 
tire. Such a nation, by making vigorous 
efforts, must be invincible. 


one among your lordships who will not 
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these impressions, I trust, there is not]: 
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cheerfully concur in the present ads§ bep 
dress. Et gatic 

Earl Cowper said, that he did not rise § ed, t 
to offer any opposition to the motion now ff the ; 
before their lordships. He was anxious, § urge 


however, that it should be understood, § unde 
that his own conduct, and that of othepg 


tl 
noble lords, in abstaining from expressing “duct 





their sentiments on this occasion, should was | 
not be attributed to an entire concurrence & feel | 
in all the observations which had been & tion’ 
made by the noble mover and seconder, § Ifsu 
The fact was, that he had-come down to § lord, 
the house with a determination to move ayn § more 
amendment upon the motion for the ad, gret | 
dress; but he was induced to postpone it, mat 
from the consideration, solely, of the im § conn 
disposition of aright hon.. gentleman at § At tl 
the head of his majesty’s councils. He felt J boon 
that, as the address did not in itself pledge § lord, 
noble lords to any thing, upon which there § to pc 
could be any great difference of opinion, if § was : 
was rather a point of delicacy to offer any § deter 
proposition, under the present circum. § ject < 
stances, leading to a discussion, in which J no in 
must necessarily be involved the conduct § ships 
of the right hon. gentleman. alluded to, J on w 
Having said thus much, he should satisfy § who 
himself, for the present, with reading the § Ther 
amendment which he had drawn up. His § of op 
lordship: then read over the amendment, § addr 
The purport of it tended to express the § Trafi 
«deep concern which the house felt at the § meas 
disasters recently sustained by his majesty’s J whic! 
allies on the Contiuent: and to assure his § and 1 
majesty, that the House would take the § visco 
earliest opportunity of enquiring into the § ty to 
causes of these disasters, so far as they § those 
might be connected with the conduct off He | 
his majesty’s ministers; and to suggest § pled; 
such measures as should appear to be ne & of th 
cessary for averting the dangers which § &qu 
threatened this country. His lordship § fatio 
concluded with giving notice, that om § worl 
Monday next he should submit a motion, # on t 
embracing the substance of the amends § grow 
ment which he had just read. the s 
Lord Grenville rose to return thanks to § tatio: 
the noble lord, who had just sat down, for J view 
the sentiments which he had expressed. J press 
The situation of the country was, in his J. Lo 
view of it, such as to call for the most J cence 
prompt and attentive consideration. That § had | 
consideration ought, most certainly, to be | hads 
no longer postponed than was necessaly ly to 
to put their lordships completely in po& he ga 
ssion of the subjects which ‘demanded J whic! 
ir most serious enquiry. It was desie § Cussi 
rable that their Lordships’ decision should J the 1 
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be preceded by the most complete investi- 
tion; but, for his own part, he confess- 








rise § ed, that some of the topics connected with 
now § the present state of the country were so 
ous, f urgent, that any delay in bringing them 
od, # under discussion could be justified only 





thes 
sing 
Iu id 
nee 


by the motive which influenced the con- 
duct of the noble lord below him. There 
was not a man of liberal ideas, but must 







‘feel the deepest regret for the indisposi- 
een # tion of the individual to whom he alluded, 
der, § Ifsuch must be the feeling of that noble 






n to— lord, aud of every other man, how much 
ean — more forcibly ‘must that sentiment of re- 
ad. § gret be felt by himself, who had _ passed so 
e it, | many years of his life in the most intimate 


: connection with the right hon. gentleman ? 





n at § At the same time that he thus felt himself 
felt § boond to express his gratitude to the noble 
>dge § lord, for the motive which iuclined him’ 
here § to postpone his intended amendment, he 
n, it § was also called upon to thank him, for his 
any § determination to bring forward the sub- 
um § jecton anearly day. For the rest, he had 
hich § no intention of trespassing on their lord- 
duct § ships’ time at present, by any observation 
to. § on what had fallen from the noble lords 
tisly J who moved and seconded the address. 
the § There could not be the slightest difference 
His § of opinion, with respect to that part of the 
ent, @ address, which related to the victory off 
the § Trafalgar: every man must concur in any 
the # measure, calculated to evince the sense 
sty’s § which the nation entertains of the brilliant 
> his § and meritorious services of the late lord 
the § viscount Nelson, and to enable his majes- 
the § ty fo make the most splendid provision for 
they § those to whom his honours had devolved. 
ct of | He was happy to find that the address 
gest § pledged their lordships to no approbation 
née § ofthe conduct of government. That was 
hich § &question which called for future delibe- 
ship § tation. He should be the last man in the 
on § world to express any unfavourable opinion 
ion, # On the actions of others, until he had 
ends grounds for forming that opinion. When 
the subject came fairly under the conside- 
‘sto # tation of the house, he should state that 
, for ¥ view of it with which his mind was im- 
sed, | pressed. 
his {| . Lord [Hawkesbury expressed his acquies- 
nost § cence in most of the observations which 
[hat § had fallen from the,two noble lords who 
o be § hadspoken last. ‘To both, and particular- 
sary § ly to the noble lord who had just sat down, 
pos | he gave the fullest credit for the motives 
ded § Which had induced them to wave any dis- 
lesi- J Cussion of the measures of government, at 
yuld J the inoment when his right* hon. friend, 
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the chancellor of the exchequer, was las 
bouring under a severe indisposition. There 
was not an Englishman but must experis 
ence the sincerest regret at the indisposi« 
tionofan individual who was the admiration, 
notonly of his own country, but of the world; 
and he could well believe, that the impres- 
sion which it made on the feelings of the 
noble lord, must be increased in a des 
gree proportioned to the sincere friend- 
ship which had long subsisted between 
them, and the more intimate opportunities 
which he had had of appreciating his trans 
scendent merits. He could, however, assure 
their lordships, that his majesty’s ministers 
were then fully prepared, should it be the 
pleasure of the house, to enter into the most 
comprehensive discussion of their conduct, 
But ke would, at the same time, freely 
state, that bis majesty’s speech was inten= 
tionally couched in such language as it 
was supposed would create no difference 
of opinion as to the terms of the address. 
Ministers felt, that the existing staie of 
affairs required the most ample communi- 
cations on their part; and they were an< 
xious only to delay any discussion until 
such communications could be laid before 
parliament. Under such circumstances, 
he could not avoid observing, that it would 
be a departure from all precedent in par- 
lidmentary usage, to precipitate a discus- 
sion. When ministers called for the opi- 
nion of the house, without laying any 
information before them, or what was 
conceived to be imperfect information, it 
was then indeed customary to oppose their 
propositions on those specific grounds; 
but he never knew an instance when it was 
attempted to force a discussion on points, 
respecting which ministers were desirous 
of previously communicating information 
to parliament. 

Lord Mulgrave complimented the two 
noble lords on the motives which induced 
them to abstain fram then discussing the 
conduct of his majesty’s ministers. He, 
however, expressed his conviction that that 
conduct, when the requisite information 
was before the house, would meet their 
unanimous approbation. It would be 
found such as would place in the most 
conspicuous point of view, the character 
of ‘the government and of the country. 
Notwithstanding the unfortunate result of 
the efforts of our allies on the continent, 
he pledged himself, that the issue of the 
most ample investigation, upon the docu- 
ments which it would be his duty to lay 
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before their lordships, would be a general 
concuirence in his opinion, that there was 
not a single measure which could’ have 
been prospectively suggested, that had 
been omitted; nor one adopted, which, 
upon the most deliberate review of all the 
events that had occurred, it would have 
been desirable to retract. Having given 
this pledge to their lordships, and advert- 
ing to the desire expressed by his noble 
friend (lord Grenville) that the house 
should be fully in possession of every thing 
which related to those measures, before 
their lordships should proceed to the dis- 
cussion of them, he would suggest to the 
noble earl, who gave notice of a motion 
for Monday next, whether it would not be 
advisable to postpone it for a few days 
longer. He was not certain, that it would 
be iu his power by that day, to lay before 
the house all the documents which it 
might be deemed advisable to submit: to 
its consideration; at any rate it was im- 
possible that the house should then be so 
fully in possession of their contents, as to 
enable it to proceed toa discussion of them. 

Lord Grenville said, that bis noble friend 
seemed to interpret what had fallen from 
him in a larger sense than he intended. 
He was unwilling that their lordships should 
separate under the impression, that he 
conceived ajl discussion upon the state of 
affairs should be forborne until the com- 
munications alluded to were laid before 
parliament. These: communications, so 
far as the character of his majesty’s minis- 
ters was implicated in the transactions on 
the continent, were certainly indispensibly 
requisite to enable the house to come to a 
correct decision on their conduct. But there 
were various other topics connected with 
the present situation of the country, which 
called for the consideration of parliament 
with the least possible delay; and as these 
would, no doubt, be adverted to by the 
noble ear! below him on Monday, he would 
certainly, so far as his opinion went, re- 
commend it to that noble lord to persist 
in the notice which he had given.—The 
motion being then put from the woolsack, 
was agreed to, nem. diss. and a committee 
appointed to draw up an address accord- 
‘ingly. The committee returned in a few 
minutes after, and presented a copy of the 
address, which was unanimously adopted ; 
and the lords with white staves, were ap- 
pointed to wait on his majesty, to know 
when he would be pleased to receive the 


same. 
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[Connvct or Jupce Fox.] The Mat. 
quis of Abercorn called their lordships’ 
attention to the state of the proceedings in 
the case of Mr. justice Fox. It was ne 
cessary, as well for the sake of the person 
accused, as for the sake of those concerned 
in the accusation, that the time in which 
their lordships may be able to take up, 
and proceed with, the business, should be 
specified ; for his part, he was prepared 
to come forward with the evidence, rela. 
tive to whatever concern he might have in 
the business, as soon as the pleasure of the 
house should be known in that respect. ~ 

Lord Carleton made several observations 
in consequence of what fell from the noble 
marquis; but, in such a tone of voice, ag 
that the far greater part of what he said, 
was inaudible at the bar. In the outset, 
he expressed his concurrence in the pros 
priety of what the noble lord said, as to 
the period for proceeding with the busi. 
ness, being fixed with certainty.—Lord 


Hawkesbury gave notice, that on Friday. 


he should move a vote of thanks to lord 
Collingwood and sir Richard Strachan, 
and the officers and seamen under their 
command, in the recent actions off T'ra- 
falgar and Rochefort.—Ear! Darnley stated 
his intention to take an early opportunity, 
of moving for an account of the number of 
men raised by the parish officers, under 
the Additional Force Act.—On the mo- 
tion of lord Hawkesbury, lord Walsingham 
was appointed chairman of all their lords 
ships’ committee, during the present ses. 
sion.——Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, January 2i. 


The house met this day pursuant to his 
majesty’s proclamation, for the dispatch of 
business. At three o’clock Mr. Quarme, 
yeoman usher of the black rod, appeared 
within the bar, and informed the house 
that the lords, authorised by virtue of 
his majesty’s commission, desired the im- 
mediate attendance of the house, in the 


house of peers, to hear the commission. 


read. ‘The Speaker, accompanied by see 
veral members, accordingly attended. On 
their returo, the Speaker took the chair, and 
acquainted the house, that, in pursuance of 
the directions of an act, passed in the 24th 
year of his present majesty, he had: issued 


his warrants to the clerk of the crown, to. 
make out new writs for the election of 


members to serve in parliament for the’ 


i 
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following places: viz. for the city of Glou- 
cester, in the room of John Pitt, esq. de- 
ceased; for the district of burghs of St. 

Andrew’ s, Perth, Dundee, Cupar, and 
Forfar, in the room of David Scott, esq. 

deceased; for the county of Monmouth, 
jin the room of James Rooke, esq. deceas- 
ed; for the borough of Boroughbridge, in 
the room of the hon. John Scott, deceas- 
ed; and also, that he had issued his war- 
rant to the clerk of the crown in Ireland, 

to make out a new writ for the election of 
amember to serve in parliament for the 
dbunty of Waterford, in the room of the 
right hon. John Beresford, deceased,— 
Lord Castlereagh and several other mem- 


‘bers took the oaths and their seats.—The 


bill for preventing clandestine Outlawries 


‘was, according to custom, read a first and 


ordered to be read a second time.— New 
writs were ordered for the following 
places: viz. Dunwich, in the room of S. 
Barne, esq. who, since his electign, had 
accepted the office of the lord treasurer’s 
remembrancer in the court of exchequer ; 


| for Queen’s County, Ireland, in the room 


of sir Eyre Coote, who had accepted of the 
situation of lieutenant-governor of Ja- 
maica; for Dunbartonshire, in the room 
of sir J. Colquhoun, who had accepted the 
Chiltern hundreds; for Bedfordshire, in 
the room of the hon, St. A. St. John, 
called up to the house of peers: for Leo 
minster; in the room of the hon. C. Kin- 
naird, now a peer of the United Kingdom, 
and for Yarmouth, in Southampton, in 
the room of sir Home Popham, who had 
accepted the Chiltern hundreds. 

[Tue Lorps Commissioners’ SPEECH.] 
The Speaker acquainted the house, that 
the house had this day been at the house 
of peers, at the desire of the lords com- 
missioners appointed under the great seal, 
for opening and holding this present par- 
liament; -and that the lord high chan- 
cellor, being one of the said commis- 
sioners, made a speech to both houses of 
parliament; of which he had, to prevent 
mistakes, obtained a copy.—He then pro- 
ceeded to read the speech from the chair, 
for which we refer to our report of the 
proceedings of the lords, see p. 1. After 
the Speaker had finished reading the speech, 

Lord Francis Spencer rose, aud spoke 
as follows:—I rise, sir, for the purpose 
of moving an humble address to his ma- 
jesty, in answer to his gracious speech, 
in which address I trust I shall have 
the unanimous concurrence of the house. 
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For those brilliant successes of his 
majesty’s arms by sea, which have so 
eminently distinguished the naval history 
of the past year, I am confident the house 
will fully coincide in the sentiments ex- 
pressed in his majesty’s speech; but, 
above all, in what relates to the glorious 
and ever-memorable victory off cape Tra- 
falgar, under the gallant and justly regretted 
hero who achieved that proud triumph for 
his country before he had nobly fallen in 
her cause, and left her to deplore a loss, 
in which, I am convinced, every man who 
hears him, sincerely participates the con- 
cern expressed by his majesty: and [ 
feel the strongest reliance that the house, 
in its liberality, and justice to the memory 
of that great and gallant commander, will 
cheerfully meet the royal wishes, and en- 
able his majesty to add to the honours al- 


ready conferred upon his family suck. 


signal rewards as shall mark the public 
gratitude for the important victories, and 
the public security which the nation so 
eminently owes to his prowess. But, sir, 
while the country has such proud and 
distinguished cause of triumph in her naval 
successes during the last year, and more 
particularly in that of the victory off cape 
Trafalgar, I am confident the house must 
deeply participate in those feelings of regret, 
expressed by his majesty, for the reverses 
sustained by our allies on the Continent, 
and the melancholy issue of the late cam- 
paign. At the same time the house and the 
country must feel high consolation in the 
manly conduct, and the unshaken attach- 
ment manifested by our faithful ally, the 
emperor of Russia, to those principles and 
that enlightened policy, which have uni- 
formly distinguished his reign: a circum- 
stance, which still affords us reasonable 
ground to hope, that affairs on the Con- 
tinent may yet be brought to a favourable 
issue. In the crisis, however, in which 
this country now stands, we have nothing 
to fear from the haughty menaces, or the 
insatiable ambition of the common enemy, 
while defended by the known loyalty and 
valour of his majesty’s subjects, and the 
unexhausted resources of this empire; in 
the vigorous application of which, I am 
confident the wisdom and spirit of the 
house will cheerfully co-operate with his 
majesty, for maintaining the contest in 
such a manner, as to sustain the country 
in her wonted rank amongst the nations 
of Europe, and for bringing the present 
arduous contest to an honourable and 
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advantageous conclusion. Without trou- 
bling the house any farther, I shall con- 
clude, sir, with moving, “ That an hum- 
‘ble address be presented to his ma- 
jesty, to return his majesty the thanks 
of this house for the gracious speech 
delivered by his majesty’s command to 
both houses of parliament :—To express 
to his majesty our sincere condolence for 
the loss which his majesty. and the royal 
family have sustained by the death of his 
late royal brother the duke of Gloucester: — 
To assure his majesty, that we have not 
failed to observe, with satisfaction, the 
unwearied activity and perseverance of 
his majesty’s fleets in the pursuit of the 
squadrons of the enemy, which have led, 
in every encounter, to a diminution of 
their force :—But that we beg especially 
to offer his majesty our warmest congra- 
tulations upon that unexampled victory 
ever the combined fleets of France and 
Spain off cape Trafalgar, with which Pro- 
vidence vouchsafed to bless his majesty’s 
arms, under the command of the late lord 
viscount Nelson:—And, while we feel, 
with pride and exultation, that the skill 
and enterprize of his majesty’s officers and 
seamen have thus signally confirmed the 
maritime superiority of this country, and 
so essentially contributed to the security 
of his majesty’s dominions, we participate 
in the deep regret expressed by his ma- 
jesty, that the day of that memorable 
triumph should have been clouded by the 
fall of the heroic commander by whom it 
was obtained :—That we are fully sensible 
that this lamented but glorious termi- 


nution of a series of transcendent at-’ 


chievements claims a distinguished ex- 
pression of the lasting gratitude of the 
country ; and to assure his majesty, that 
we shall’ proceed, with heartfelt satis- 
faction, to enable his majesty to annex 
to those honours he has been graciously 
pleased to confer upon the family of the 
late lord viscount Nelson, such a mark of 
national munificence, as may preserve to 
the latest posterity the memory of his 
name and services, and the benefit of his 
great example :—That we beg leave to 
return his majesty our humble thanks, for 
having been graciously pleased to direct to 
be laid before us copies of the several 
treaties which have been entered into 
by his majesty with such of the powers on 
‘the Continent as had evinced a determi- 
nation to resist the formidable and grow- 
ing encroachments of France, and to 





assure his majesty that we shall proceed 


to take them into our most serious com 
sideration :—That while we deeply lament 


that the events of the war on the continent | 


have led to an unfavourable issue, we feel, 
in common with his majesty, the’ consos 
lation to be derived from the assurances 
his majesty continues to receive, from his 
august ally the emperor of Russia, of hig 
unshaken adherence to that generous and 
enlightened policy by which he has hi. 
therto been actuated; and that we arg 
fully sensible of the great importance g 
preserving at all times an intimate od 
nection with that sovereign:-—To assure 
his majesty, that we shall proceed to grant 
such supplies as in the present posture of 
affairs the public exigencies may appear 
to require; and that we beg to return 
his majesty our humble thanks for the 
gracious and tender concern manifested 
fur the welfare of his people, in having 
directed the sum of one million sterling, 
part of the proceeds arising from the sale 
of such prizes made on the powers with 
whom we are at war, as are by law vested 
in the crown, to be applied in aid of the 
public service :—That we assure his ma 


jesty, that the pride and confidence we 


feel in the success of his majesty’s arms, 
has not diminished our sense of the ne 
cessity of unabated vigilance and exertion} 
and that his majesty may firmly rely upon 
our attention being invariably directed to 
such measures as may appear best adapted 
to the improvement of those means, which 
are to be found in the bravery and disc 
pline of his forces, the zeal and loyalty 
of every class of his subjects, and the un- 


exhausted resources of his dominions, for 


rendering the British empire invincible af 
home, as well as formidable abroad; con- 
vinced that by such efforts alone the con 


test in which we are engaged can be § 


brought to a conclusion consistent with 
the safety and independence of the country, 
and with its rank among the nations of the 
world.” 

Mr. Ainslie seconded the motion, in % 
short speech, in which he observed, that 
the events which had taken place on the 
continent, had been rapid and unexpected; 
and that France had acquired by war, in 
a short space of time, those accessions to 
her po, r and territory, which she had 
before been gaining under the mask of 
peace. Still, however, we had to console 
ourselves with the pleasing reflection, that 
our own national character remained ule 
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sullied; and our~ resources. unitnpaired. 
Although our commerce might suffer some 
little injury by the occupation of such a 
 darge part of Europe by hostile armies, 
yet experience had frequently shewn, how 
difficult it was, with every exertion and 
every restriction that tyranny could avail 
itself of, to prevent, the introduction into 
foreign states of those productions of 
British growth and’ manufacture which 
were so much needed by them. The 
armies of the foe were now rapidly march- 
ing to avenge, what they termed the per- 
fidy of this country, but he trusted the 
house would assure his majesty, that an 
jndependent and gallant nation Jike great 
Britain, could not be intimidated by any 
‘menaces that might be thrown out against 
it. With regard to the victory off cape Tra- 
falgar, and the regret for the hero who had 
achieved it, it was impossible that two 
opinions could exist imthe house, or in 
th ecountry. .The exigencies of the times 
certainly required great efforts, and great 
sacrifices. His majesty, with that pater- 
nal solicitude for his people, which had 
ever distinguished his,conduct, had set a 
noble example, which well deserved the 
most grateful acknowledgments of the 
country. Our freedom, our enjoyments, 
and, above all, the power which we pos- 
sessed of repressing the ambitious views 
of the emperor of the French, were, with 
him, the most heinous political sins, He 
had no doubt, bowever, that if Providence 
continued that fostering attention to this 
nation, with which it had so long been 
favoured, that we should yet be enabled 
to bring the arduous contest in which we 
were engaged, to a safe and honourable 
termination, 

Lord Henry Petty rose and addressed 
the house as follows :—To that part of the 
proposed address which relates to the 
glorious victory off cape Trafalgar, and 
the respect to be paid to the memory of 
the hero whose loss the country has’ to 
deplore on the occasion of that memorable 
day, I am sure there is none in this house 
can have any objection, When alive, he 
Bnited all men around him in the cause 
of his country ; and now he is no more, all 
Men are and ought to be animated with 
but one sentiment and one feeling, 10 ho- 
hour and perpetuate his memory. | Bat to 
the other parts of the address, I cannot 
to freely give my assent; and it. was, 
therefore, my intention to have submitted 
an amendment thereto, which | conceive 

Vou. VI. 
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more consistent with the alarming state 
to which the country bas been brought, 
and more consistent with my own feelings 
on the subject. But reports have reached 
my ears, atid must have reached the ears 
of other members of this house, which 
would render the discussion to which the 
proposal of such an amendment must 
have led, so painful to my feelings, so 
painful to the feelings of the house, and 
to the feelings of the individuals whose 
conduct must be more peculiarly impli- 
cated in the investigation, that I have 
thought it better, for the present, to wave 
any amendinent. That it may be known, 
however, what are the feelings in which I 
arraign the conduct of ministers, which 
| am convinced are also the feelings of;a 
great majority of this house, and of the 
country, I beg leave to read the amend+ 
ment. It was this: ‘ That this house 
‘ feels the deepest concern at the series of 
‘ disasters which have attended the arms 
‘ of your majesty’s allies on the Continent, 
‘and will, without delay, proceed to en- 
‘ quire into the cause of such: disasters, 
‘as far as they may be connected with 
‘ the conduct of your majesty’s. ministers. 
‘ This house is perfectly sensible that the 
‘ alarming and ‘unexampled state of public 
‘affairs yenders the most vigorous exer- 
‘ tions necessary for the preservation of the 
‘Empire; and we feel it our. peculiar 
‘duty, when we call for thése extraor+ 
‘dinary efforts, to provide that: the re- 
‘sources we furnish, and the powers we 
‘ confer, may not in future be so employed 
‘ as to increase the perils they were inten» 
‘ded to avert, and to aggrandize that 
‘ power to which it is the common interest 
‘ of all Europe, as well as of Great Britain 
‘to set proper limits,’ Such, sir, is the 
nature of the amendment, which I in- 
tended to propose this evening. But 
although, for the reasons I have mentioned, 
I am induced to wave it at present, yet, 
such is my conviction of the alarming 
state of the country, that I cannot, con 
sistently with my duty, suffer many days to 
elapse without bringing forward the subs 
ject, for ample discussion, in some shapes 
Qn Monday next, therefore, it is°my in- 
tention to bring the subject ‘before the 
house in another. shape; and, perhaps, 
to introduce such other topics as may be 
necessary for a full investigation of the 
business, 

Mr. For.-—Concurring entirely in. the 
sentiments which have fallen from my 
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noble friend, I'do not think it necessary 
to trouble the house with more than a few 
“words at present. But I cannot forbear 
to. express my hope now, that this seeming 
dereliction of our duty will not''be se 
misrepresented by any one, either in this 
house, or out of this house, as to make 
it possible to be supposed that wedo not’ 
feel all that we ought to feel for the un- 
exampled calamities which have been 
‘brought ‘on the country ; that we do not 
‘feel, though not in the way ‘expressed 
by the address, for the unexampled ca- 
Jamities which have befallen the second 
military. power of the Continent; that 
power to which we have looked, and to 
which we may yet have to look for the 
support of this country, and of Europe in 
general. .I hope we shall not be wanting 
4n our expressions of: indignation at those 
ill-concerted, ill-conducted, ill-supported, 
‘and: ill-executed plans, which have placed 
the: country in the most extraordinary 
and: most calamitous situation it ever 
experienced. I hope we shall not be 
misinterpreted, by its being supposed that 
awe'shall be wanting in those proper feel- 
ings by which we ought to be impressed. 
‘Nay; sir, it is the very strength of those 
feelings that induces me to agree in the 
propriety of putting off the discussion. 
‘Reports certainly have gone about, which 
‘Ehope areexaggerated, which I hope will 
have ceased in a few days; but I will freely 
say, that’ feeling how nearly the individual 
alluded to in them is connected with the 
discussions which must have arisen to- 
night, had the amendment read by my 
noble friend been brought forward, I am 
ready to allow that it would be injustice 
to him to press the subject in his absence, 
while there may be any good reasons to 
believe that lie will be able in a very 
short time to attend in his place. I there- 
fore cordially agree in the propriety of 


that threaten us, may with the best chance 
of success be-aveérted. On 
Lord Castlereagh said, that he fully cons 
curred in the’ feelings that ‘actuated the 
noble lord in postponihg the discussion 
for the preserit’;-and no expréssion, how- 
ever warm, that might have fallen from 
the ‘hon. gent. who had just sat down, 
should ‘tempt him to depart from the 
course -adopted by the noble lord, or to 
enter ‘prematurely into the discussion, 
The hon. gent. seemed confident that hi 
could substantiate the matter, which h 
been stated in the form of a charge by the 
noble lord against his majesty’s ministers; 
but they were no less confident, that, whem 


deration, they would be able fully and satis 
factorily ‘to’‘justify their coftduct. “When 
the discussion should come: forward, it 
would be the ‘dufy of his majésty’s' minis. 
ters to state at largé what they had’'to 
urge in theif justification, and: until then 
he should abstain from entering further 
into the ‘subject. He agreed with the 
sentiments so honourable to the noble lord, 
and which had beem assented to by the 
hon. gent. who had’spoken last, that the 
house could ‘not enter into the discussion 
of .this question, consistently with: the 
feelings, by which it was then influenced, 
if the distinguished personage, who was 
so-intimately concerned with its discussion, 
should be unable to attend in his place 
during the consideration of it; [a cry of 
no! no!] He admitted, that if that dis- 
tinguished individual should not be able 
to attend till after a period beyond which, 
from a sense of paramount duty, the noble 
lord could not put off the subject, it would 
be competent to him to bring it forward 
at whatever time his feelings of public 
duty might render it necessary in his opi 
nion. 





postponing the discussion; but, at the 
same time, every private consideration 
ought to yield to the public advantage ; 
and, for this reason, 1 hope the delay 
will not be long. « I understand that my 
noble friend has fixed on Monday to 


noble lord would make that time as dis- 
tant, as his sense of paramount public 
duty would admit. Before he'sat down, 
he felt bimself bound to repeat what he 
had before stated, that whenever the dis- 
cussion should be brought forward, his 





_ bring forward a motion’on the preseat 
situation of affairs, whether in the’ shape 
now pointed out in his amendment,. or 
in a more general view, will be for him to 
determine. At all events, I hope that no 
material delay will take place, but that we 
shall speedily proceed to enquire into the 
causes of our present unexampled danger, 





majesty’s ‘ministers would be able to jus 
tify, most'‘completely, their conduct-and 
their measures. ‘i 
Mr. Windham said, he did not mean to 
enter into ‘the consideration of topics, 
which had been for the same cause avoided 
on both sides of the house, —In the few 


words he had to say, he meant to confine 








and the ‘means ‘by which the calamities | 


ever the question should come under consi= 


He was sure, however, that the” 
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himself solely to.stating his entire concur- 
rence with the sentiments expressed by 
bis hon. friend who had spoken last but 
one, and by his noble friend who had pre- 
ceded.. He agreed, that to enter into the 
discussion at present, would not be pos- 
sible, conformably, to the féelings which 
must prevail universally both in the house 
and'in the country. It was impossible 
even for those, who had never known 
what it was to live in any habits of friend- 
ly or social intercourse with the right hon. 
gent. alluded to, not to feel that it would 
be one of the most painful tasks that could. 
be imposed upon them, to enter into an 
adverse discussion on the merits of mea- 
sures in which he was so deeply concerned, 
ita moment when he was lying ona bed 
Of sickness, not without good grounds, 
he trusted, for hoping his. recovery, but 
with the danger necessarily incident to such 
a situation. It was not however what 
must be the feelings of any one on such 
an occasion, that was to be considered : 
ten must perpetually be compelled to do, 
at the call of duty, what was in the high- 
est degree unpleasant and painful to them. 
But it happened here, that what made the 
task painful, did, in the same degree, 
disqualify them for the performance of it. 
Even this consideration however could not 
long delay the discussion in question. 
The moment must be at hand, sH®Buld the 
tight hon. gent.’s illness be prolonged, 
when the public interest could no longer 
wait, and when this task must be perfor- 
med, with whatever pain or at whatever 
disadvantage. But the pressure of public 
aflairs, great as it was, would still, it was 
hoped, allow of a short respite, such as 
was now proposed; and if so, every one 
must wish, that such respite should be 
given. Let us hope, in the mean while, 
that some favourable change may take 
place, which, if it cannot remove that part 
of our embarrassments whicli arise from the 
absence of the right hon. gent., may free us 
atleast from that gloom and depression 
which the apprehended extinction of great 
and transcendent talent and high qualifi- 
cations, in the midst of the most splendid 
fortune, cannot fail to produce even in the 
ininds of those who may have beet most 
opposed to the political system of which 
they made part. . _- 

'{Appitional Force Birz.j Mr. 
Sheridan rose to give a notice respecting 
a motion'fér the repeal of the Additional 
Force bill. That bill had been tried, and 
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was found to fail completely in producing 
the effects expected from it by its admirers. 
He had a very considerable number with 
him when he before moved for its repeal, 
though certainly he had nota majority 
at that time. Now, however, he hoped 
that many who disagreed with him then, 
would, on a subsequent motion for its 
repeal, cordially vote with him. He was 
proceeding to make some farther obser- 
vations, when 

The Speaker observed, that he must 
remind the hon, geni. that at present he 
must confine himself to the notice. 

Mr. Sheridan replied, that he was only 
about to say a very few words, but he 
should only now state, that on an early 
day he would give notice of a motion for 
the repeal of the bill. 

Lord Castlereagh said, that some alte- 
rations were intended to be made in it 
which might meet the most serious ob- 
jections that could be brought against it. 

Mr. Sheridan replied that no alterations 
could possibly render it fit to be continued 
in force any longer. 

{[Navat Vicrorigs.] Lord Castlereagh 
gave notice, that on Thursday he would 
move the thanks of the house to the brave 
officers and seamen of the fleets which had 
gained the brilliant naval victory on the 21st 
of October, off Cape Trafalgar ; and to the 
officers and seamen of sir R. Strachan’s 
squadron, which had taken four of tie 
enemy’s ships on the 4th of November. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wednesday, January 22. 


[Minvures.] The Earl of Dartmouth 
informed the house, that his majesty 
would be graciously pleased to receive 
their lordships’ address to morrow at half 
past two.—The lord Chaiticellor stated to 
the house that he~had duly transmitted 
the vote of thanks of that house, passed 
on the 13th of May, 1804, to marquis 
Wellesley, and that he had received, du- 
ring the recess, an answer from that no« 
bleman. Understanding, howevér, that 
that noble lord was now in England, and 
had been in that house, he thought it 
would be more consistent with the forms 
of the house for the marquis Wellesley to 
deliver his answer in his place, than for 
him to read the letter which he had re- 
ceived from the noble marquis. — 

{Impeacument or Lonp Metvitte,]} 





Lord Melville, in pursuance of the order 
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of last session, respecting the delivery 
of his answer to the articles of impeach- 
ment exhibited against him by the com- 
mons, on the second~day of this session, 
entered the house, and presented his 
answer at the table, which was forthwith 
read by the clerk. The averment stated 
in substance, that ‘he was in no way 
guilty of all or any of the articles of im- 
peachment, exhibited by the commons, 
and which he was ready to prove on a 
proper opportunity being afforded him by 
their lordships’ right hon. house.” A copy 
of the said answer was, on the motion of 
lord Walsingham, ordered to be commu- 
nicated by message to the commens ; and 
also that a sufficient number of copies be 
printed for the use of their lordships. It 
was also ordered, that Messrs. Plumer, 
Adam, and Hopkins, be assigned as coun- 
sel to lord Melville, for conducting his 
defence. A committee was likewise, on 
the motion of lord Walsingham, appointed 
to enquire into and report precedents of 
cases of Impeachments for crimes and 
misdemeanours. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 





Wednesday, January 22. 


{Mrinvutes.] Mr. John Fane presented 

a petition from the debtors confined in 

the gaol of the county of Oxford, praying 

relief—Sir W. Geary preseuted a petition 

from the debtors confined in the gaol of 

Maidstone.—Admiral Berkeley presented 

@ petition from the debtors confined in the 

gaol of the county of Gloucester ; and 

admiral Hervey, one from those confined 

in the gaol of Chelmsford ; which were or- 

dered to lie on the table-——Mr. Ellison 

presented a petition from the maltsters 

of Boston, in Lincolnshire, praying cer- 

tain regulations respecting the malt duty, 

which would be equally productive to the 

revenue, and relieve them from certain 

hardships to which they are at present 

subject. Ordered to lie on the table.— 

Mr. W. Dickenson, from the admiralty, 

presented the several papers moved for 

towards the close of last session by Mr. 

Jeffery, and admiral Markham, relating 

‘ to ships of war, during the presidency of 
éarl St. Vincent at the board of admiralty. 

Ordered to lie on the table, and to be 

printed,—Lord F. Spencer, from the com- 
mittee appointed to prepare the address 
in reply to his majesty’s most gracious 
speech to both houses of parliament, pre- 
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sented their report at the bar. The report 
was brought up, and the address read aq 
first and second time, and agreed to. It 
was then orderéd, on the motion of lord 
Castlereagh, that it be presented by the 
whole house, and that such members of 
the house, as were of his majesty’s privy 
council should wait on his majesty, to 
know when his majesty would be gracious} 
pleased to be waited upon therewith, 
Mr. Sheridan moved, that there be laid 
before. the house, a return of the number 
of effective men that had been raised under 
the act of the 44th of his majesty, intitled 
an act for raising a permanent additional 
force, up to the period of the last retum 
together with an account of the number 
that have been recruited per week, 
tinguishing those that have been rai 
by parish officers. Also, the number 
those that have volunteered from this 
force for general service. Ordered. Similar 
returns were also ordered, on the motion 
of Mr. Sheridan, for Scotland and Ireland, 
—Mr. H. Thornton presented a petition 
from G, B. Mainwaring, and several Free. 
halders of the county of Middlesex, com. 
plaining of the return of sir Francis 
Burdett, bart. to serye in parliament for 
that county. The hon. member reminded 
the house of .the circumstances under 
which the consideration of a similar peti. 
tion had been deferred from the last to 
the present session, and stated, that this 
petition was only a renewal of the former 
one. A copy of the petition will be found 
in vol. iv. page 1. It was brought up, and 
ordered to be taken into consideration on 
Tuesday the 4th of February.—Mr, Wil 
liams, secretary to the commissioners 
of naval enquiry, presented at the bar the 
12th report of that commission, and also 
some observations by way of supplement 
to the first report of the commissioners of 
naval enquiry, on a memorial presented 
to the house hy the commissioners of. the, 
navy board. Ordered to lie on the table, 
and, on the motion of sir C. Pole, to be 
printed.—On the motion of Mr. Alexander, 
the committee on expiring laws, together 
with the other standing committees of pri- 
vileges, trade, religion, courts of justice, 
&c. and the several staading orders of the 
house were voted. 

[Impgacumunt or Lonp Mexvitze.} 
Mr. Whitbread, pursuant to notice, moved, 
that the resolution of the house, respecting 








the appointment of a’ committee of Im | 


peachment against lord Melville, of thé 
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6th of June, 1805, and also the act of 
last session, for continuing the proceedings 
respecting that impeachment, notwith- 
standing any prorogation or dissolution 
of parliament, be read. The resolution 
and the act having been accordingly read, 
the hon. gent. then moved, that the said 
committee do sit and proceed with the 
matters referred to them to-morrow morn- 
ing, and that lord Robert Spencer be ad- 
ded to the said committee.—Ordered, 
[Marquis WELLESLEY’s ANSWER TO 
Votre or Tuanxs.} The Speaker acquaint- 
ed the house, that he had received from 
marquis Wellesley the following letter, in 
feturn to the thanks of this house, signi- 
fied to him by Mr. Speaker, in obedience 
to their commands of the 3d day of May 
1804, see vol. 2. p. 369.—Fort William, 
the $0th May, 1805. Sir, ‘I have the ho- 
‘nour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
‘Jetter, under date the 4th of May 1804, 
‘transmitting the resolutions of the house 
“of commons of the 3d of May 1804, re- 
‘specting the late military operations in 
‘India, against the confederate Marhatta 
‘powers.—Your letter, together with the 
‘resolutions of the house of commons, has 
‘been published in general orders to the 
‘army, and the separate resolutions of 
‘the house have been transmitted to the 
‘several public officers distinguished by 
‘that high honour. Copies of my letters 
‘transmitting those resolutions, and of 
‘such answers as I have received, accom- 
‘pany this letter.—I request that you will 
‘bepleased to submit to the house of com- 
‘mons, the dutiful sense of gratitude and 
respect with which I receive this honour- 
fable testimony of the approbation of the 
*house.—The proceedings of the house of 
‘commons on this occasion are calculated 
*to confirm, in every branch of the civil 
fand military service in India, those sen- 
‘timents of zealous attachment to the 
‘ public interests, and honour, which have 
‘distinguished the conduct of his majesty’s 
‘and the honourable company’s servants 
‘during the late war.—The expressions 
‘which you have been pleased to employ 
‘in transmitting to me the resolutions of 
‘the house of commons, demand my. most 
‘grateful acknowledgments, and consti- 
‘tute a considerable addition to the ho- 
‘nour conferred by the commands of the 
Shouse. I have the honour to be, &c. 
*Wetresiey’.—To the right hon. Charles 
Abbot, Speaker of the house of commons, 
“{Paririon from Berks aGainsr Ap- 


1806.—Petition from Berks, §c. «£26 
DITIONAL Force Brit.] Mr. Charles Dun- 
das presented to the house 4 petition from 
the gentlemen and freéholders of the 
county of Berks, on the subject of the 
Additional Force bill, and praying its re- 
peal. The petition, he said, was signed 
by all the respectable clergy, gentlemen, 
and freeholders of the county, and had 
been unanimously agreed to at a most 
numerous meeting of the county, held 
for the purpose of considering the subject. 
It had been found by experience that the 
act was impracticable, and the petitioners 
of necessity felt themselves compelled to 
apply to the house for its repeal. ‘The 

stated in their petition, that of the who 

number which the county, under the act, 
was called un to raise, only eleven had 
been procured by parish ofhcers ; which 
had. not arisen from any neglect on the 
part of the overseers, but from the impos- 
sibility of carrying the provisions of the 
act into execution. The petition also 
stated, that in consequence, a sum of 
6,620/. had been imposed on the county 
for penalties, which operated ‘as an op- 
pressive and unjust burthen upon the 
landed interest, and was particularly se- 
vere upon the small farmers. ‘The hon. 
member, after thus stating the substance 
of the petition, declared, that under such 
circumstances, he should have felt it his 
duty to, submit a motion to the house for 
the repeal of the bill, if the subject had 
not been taken up by the hon. member 
(Mr. Sheridan), who had given a notice 
respecting it, and who was far better 
qualified for the task than he was. At 
the same time, however, that he felt satis- 
faction at seeing the business in such able 
hands, he could not let slip the present 
occasion of calling the attention of gen- 
tlemen opposite, and particularly of the 
noble lord who had last night spoken on 
the subject, and intimated an intention 
of his majesty’s ministers to make some 
alterations in the bill, to the matter of 
this petition. He was convinced that 
the measure was impracticable, and that 
nine-tentiis of the landed interest of the 
country would not be satisfied without 
the total repeal of it. Experience had 
proved it totally insufficient to the object 
which # was designed to accomplish, and 
in its operation it had been found a 
grievous, unfair, and unjust imposition 
upon landed property, aud very unequal 
in different parishes. He lad but one 
observation more to make, and thatwas, 
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that: whatever a man’s property. in. the 
public, funds might be, he was not called 
on, to, find a single man ; 2 circumstance 
that shewed how heavily the pressure must 
fall upon landed property, He hoped, 
therefore, that his majesty’s ministers 
would:re-consider the subject, before they 
formed any determination to continue 
such an act under any modifications.—The 
petition was then brought. up, and ordered 
to lie on the table. It stated, ‘ that the 
* petitioners, finding that, in pursuance of 
“an act passed in the 44th year of his 
“majesty’s reign, intituled, “* an act for 
‘establishing and maintaining a perma- 
“ nent additional force for the defence of 
“ the realm, and to provide for augmenting 
_ bismajesty’s regular forces, and for the 
*¢ gradual reduction of the militia of Eng- 
« land,” eleven men only have been rai- 
* sed in the said county by the overseers, 
“and the enormous sum of 6,620/. has 
“been imposed upon the county for pe- 
* nalties, beg to represent their opinion, 
‘ that this failure in raising the men has 
* not been owing to the neglect of the 
* overseers, but to an impossibility of pro- 
* curing them by men whose duties and 
* occupations. are inconsistent with such 
* an employment; and they conceive that 
* levying fines upon parishes, because the 
* overseers fail in doing what is not in 
‘their power to do, is inconsistent with 
* justice, operates as a partial and oppres- 
‘sive tax upon the oceupiers of landed 
* property, and increases the parish rates, 
* which are already a burthen severely 
‘felt, particularly by small farmers, and 
‘ inferior tradesmen ; and therefore pray- 
‘ing, that the said act may be repealed.’ 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, January 23. 


” The lord Chancellor, and several peers 
attended at a quarter before two o'clock. 
After prayers were read, several orders 
were made with respect to the hearing of 
appeals, and some routine business disposed 
of; after which the house adjourned till to- 
morrow, and their lordships proceeded to 
St. James’s, with their address to his ma- 


. jesty. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, January 23. 


(Minutzs.] The order of the day 
being read, for taking his majesty’s speech 
v 3 : 


PARL. DEBATES, Jan, 24, 1806.—V ote of Thanks to the Navy, &c. 
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intoconsideration, Mr. Huskisson moved, ie 0 
that a supply be granted to his majesty He re 


which was ordered to be referred to 
committee of the whole house to-morrow, J.” 
—Mr. Chaplin presented a petition from”). 


the insolvent debtors in the gaol of Lin. J® 
Ordered to lig {© 


coln, praying for relief. 
on the table.—Mr. Huskisson then moved |} 
an adjournment till to-morrow, which wag 
agreed to, and the house in a body, pros 
ceeded to St. James’s, to present their ads} 
dress to his majesty. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, January 24. 

[Vore oF THANKS TO THE Navy, &o 
The order of the day, for summoning theif 
lordships, being read, 


' 


Lord Walsingham acquainted the house, JP 


that his noble friend lord Hawkesbury, 
who had given notice of his intention to 


bring forward a motion for the thairks of J%, 


the house to vice-admiral lord Colling- |: 
wood, and the officers and marines under J; 
his command, being that day unable to 
attend in-his place, he had to propose that 
the said order be postponed ; he added, it 
was the intention of his noble friend to ap; 
pear in his place on Monday, when he 
would acquaint their lordships with the 
particular day on which he would bring 
forward that motion. Before he sat down, 
he begged to enquire of any noble lord, 


whether it was the intention of a noble earl, 


(Cowper) then absent, on whose motion 
the house stood summoned for Monday, 
to bring forward his proposed motion on 
that day. 

Lord Holland observed, that, in the ab- 


sence of his noble friend (earl Cowper), fy. 


who was that day prevented from attends 
ing, by a slight indisposition, he had au; 
thority to state, that the noble earl did not 
intend, for obvious reasons, to bring on 
his motion upon that day. Under that im, 
pression, therefore, he had no hesitation 
to move, that the order for summoning 
their lordships, for Monday, be discharged. 
At a future opportunity, his noble friend 
would acquaint their, lordships with his 
intentions respecting the motion in quess 
tion.—Relative to the intended postpone+ 
ment of the motion, which stood for that 
day, é 
The Duke of Norfolk addressed a few 
observations to the house. 
some particular reason should be assigned, 
for deferring a motion of the peculiar aa 
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‘}fom the noble secretary of state; it was 
‘Hote which might be forthwith proposed 
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fire and importance of that in question. 
fle recalled to the attention of the house, 
the great and eminent services to their 
eountry, which had been rendered by the 
poble admiral, and the officers, and seamen 
inder his command, to whom it was pro- 
posed that evening to vote the thanks of 
thehouse. ‘It was that sort of proposition, 
yhich every noble lord in the house would 
feel the greatest pleasure in acceding to. 
le saw no necessity for postponing the 
‘motion, or why it should exclusively come 


by any noble lord; but, in general, such a 
proposition came from the first lord of the 
admiralty. The postponement of such a 
fiotion was a very unusual thing; in the 
present instance, he saw no possible rea- 
gon for the .delay, nor was any assigned. 
Thoogh he thought it incumbent on him 
to observe thus much, he had no intention, 
of coming forward on the occasion him- 
elf; but he wished that some reason should 
te given for postponing the: intended mo- 
tion. 

“The Lord Chancellor quitted the wool- 
ack, and shortly observed, that the noble 
Jord in question had conducted himself in 
very step he had occasion to take in the 
bysiness, with the greatest propriety and 
respect towards those who were to be the 
object of their lordships’ thanks ; that he 
himself, and, he was persuaded, all their 
lordships entertained the highest possible 
sense of their most invaluable services ; 
and he doubted not, but his noble friend 
could assign adequate reasons for the pro- 
ceeding of that night.—The order in ques- 
tion was thén postponed. and their lord- 
flips adjourned till Monday. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, January. 24. 


[Mrnutes.] The Speaker, on taking the 
chair, stated that the house having, pur- 
slant to order, waited on his majesty, with 
their address on the subject of his gracious 
speech, his majesty: was pleased to return 
the following most gracious answer: ‘Gen- 
“tlemen, I thank you for this dutiful and 
“loyal address. Your condolence on the 
“loss of my late brother the duke of Glou- 
“cester, affords a new proof of your at- 
“tachment to my person and family. Your 





ght 
ed, 


Dae 


“¢ordial concurrence in my disposition to 
“Cullivate at all times an intimate connec- 
“tion with the emperor of Russia, gives 


PARL. DEBATES, Jan. 24, 1806.—-Impeachment of Lord Melville. 
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“‘ me the greatest satisfaction; and the as- 
‘surance of your unabated vigilance and 
“exertion in the present posture of affairs 
“« enables me to look forward with increased 
‘“* confidence to such a termination of the 
“ contest as may be consistent with the 
“ safety and permanent interests of my do- 
“‘ minions.”——Lord Castlereagh, adverting 
to the ‘notice which he had given for this 
day relative to a vote of ‘thanks to the off- 
cers, seamen, and marines engaged in the 
action off Trafalgar, stated,’ that as it was 
desirable to have a full attendance upon 
such a subject, he felt the propriety of 
postponing it to another time, whén it 
could be discussed ‘with more convenience 
to several members. The noble lord, ‘how- 
ever, intimated his intention of brifiging 
forward this motion on an early day, and 
stated the probability ‘that he sHould’on 
Monday next mention the day.—Mr. Paull 
gave notice, that he should, on Wednesday 
next, move for the production of’a letter 
from lord Melville, to the chairman, deputy 
chairman, and directors of the East-India 
Company, relative to their Indian debt, 
dated in June 1801, The hon. gent.’ also 
gave notice, that on Monday he should 
move for a few more ‘papers relative to the 
transactions in Oude, and the appointment 
of the hon. Henry Wellesley to be lieut. 
governor of the provinces in Oude. 
‘{Imrpracument or Lonp MELvILLe.] 
A message from the lords presented at the 
table,’ a copy of the answer delivered in by 
lord Melville to certain articles of impeach- 
ment preferred against ‘him by the house 
of commons. “The answer stated, “‘' that 
Henry lord viscount Melville, saving and 
reserving to hiniself all just exceptions in 
tanner and form to the said articles of im- 
“peachment, and saving and reserving to 


| himself such privileges as he is entitled to 


asa peer of the realm, for answer doth al- 
lege, that he is not guilty of all or any of 
the supposed crimes charged in the said 
articles; and this he is ready to prove. And 
he submits himself and his cause to that 
right hon. house; and prays that he may 
be discharged henceforth, and acquitted of 
the said charges.” 

Mr. Whitbread moved, that the answer 
just read from the chair be ‘referred to the 
conimittee for drawing up the impeach- 
ment; and that they'do report their opi- 
nion on the same towards the further pro- 
ceedings to be had in the impeachment. 
Ordered. ; : 

[Honours to Mr. Prrr.j Mr. Henry 
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Lascelles gave notice, that he should, on 
Monday, bring forward a motion which 
related to a subject that had caused the 
greatest grief aid melancholy throughout 
the country: he meant the death of that 
illustrious. personage the late chancellor .of 
the exchequer. It was his intention, he 
said, to move, that. some signal mark of 
public respect. should be shewn to the me- 
mory of that great man. 
. Lord Castlereagh, alluding to a motion 
of which a noble lord (H. Petty) had given 
notice for Monday, rose to enquire whether 
at was the intention of that noble lord to 
bring it forward? At the time the notice’ 
was given, he observed that the noble lord 
did not seem disposed to press the question 
upon that precise day. As a matter of 
ersonal convenience to himself-and other 
Anends who certainly would be ill able to 
enter into the discussion of such a subject 
on Monday, he hoped the noble lord would 
agree to a farther postponement. 

Mr, Fox assented to the propriety of the 
postponement required, for the reasons al-% 
luded to by the noble lord. It was no doubt 
highly desirable that the consideration of 
the. question to which the noble lord re- 
ferred, should take place on an. early day. 
He knew that it was his noble. friend’s in- 
tention to bring it forward. as: early as 
possible, but certainly not on Monday. 
Adverting tothe notice of an hon. gent. 
(Mr. Lascelles) for that day, he submitted 
whether it would not be more proper to 
postpone that notice until after the discus- 
sion of the motion proposed by his noble 
friend, which naturally cluimed the prece- 

“dency. He.felt, however, that it was not 
for, him to dictate to the hon. gent.. But it 
was for that hon. gent. and those who 
thought with him, to consider whether the 
motion they had it in contemplation to 
bring, forward, might not involve points, 
the discussion of which would more pro- 
petly belong to the question announced by 
his noble friend; whether, in fact, it might 
‘not be of such a nature as many gentlemen 
could not assent to, without a gross viola- 
“tion oftheir public duty. 





_{, IOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Saturday, January 25. 
_. [Mixvres.] Mr. Parr, from the African 
Company, presented the annual accounts 
of that company, for the, year 1804.—Mr. 
Meheux,. from the India Board, presented 
certain papers relating to the nabob of 
Qude, moved for by Mr. Paull. 


~PARLs DEBATES, Janvary 25, 1806.—Committee of Supply. 


‘mittee of supply, and moved a resolution, 





[ 


[Committee or Suppiy.} Mr. die. 
ander brought up the report of the com, 


“ that a supply be granted to his majesty 
for the service of the ensuing year ;” which 
was agreed to. Mr. Huskisson then moved, 
‘* that the house should, on Monday, m 
solve itself into a committee, to conside 
further of the supply to. be granted to his 
majesty.” 

Mr. Grey seid, he should leave it to th 
consideration of the hon. gent. whether it 
Would be right to proceed so immedia 
to vote the supplies, under the present cit 
cumstances of affairs. At the same time 
that he threw out this suggestion, it was his 
wish, that the public business should be for. 
warded with all the expedition that was 
possible, and he should be sorry to caus 
any unnecessary delay, at a time when dé 
cision and promptitude were so necessary, 
He thought, however, that it would not 
be proper thatthe house should go intoa 
committee for raising the supplies of the 
year, at least, until it was known who were 
to have the management of the supplies 
when granted, and who were to be respon- 
sible for the direction and application of 
them. 

Lord Castlereagh said, that whatever 
reasons might at present appear to the mind 
of the hon. gent. to be of sufficient weight, 
us to induce him to oppose the progress of 
the raising of the supplies, yet he trusted, 
that when Monday should arrive, the hon, 


gent. would not then object to the house re 


solving itself into a committee of supply, 
as it was probable that, before that day, 
such arrangements would be made as would 
remove the difficulties under which he now 
laboured, and the objections he had stated. 
It was.a matter for the discretion of ‘the 
house to consider, whether they could pro- 
perly grant the supplies in the absence of the 
chancellor of the exchequer. His majesty 
had determined to vest that office, for the 
present (agreeably to former precedents) 
in the hands of the lord chief justice of the 
king’s bench, whose appointment would be 
immediately madeout. At the same time, his 
majesty was taking steps for forming a new 
administration. Under thesecircumstances 
if the house were informed that the lov 
chief justice was chancellor of the exch 
quer, in the interim, and until a new ad 
ministration was formed, they would see 
that it was not possible to have his attend 
ance in that house. - He, therefore, hoped 
the house would consider themselves wal 
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ranted, under these circumstances, in pro- 
ceeding to the question of the supplies in 
the absence of the chaucellor of the exche- 

ver. [t would be a material injury to the 

blic service to delay the supplies. in the 
preliminary stages; but if in the subsequent 
stages, gentlemen should then cousider it 
their duty to oppose the grants, they would 
have abundant opportunities of expressing 
their opinions when the matter should coine 
more regularly for their discussion: he 
hoped, therefore, that gentlemen would 
not oppose the supplies in the early stages, 
but reserve any objections that they might 
have to offer, until they should have made 
such progress, as to have arrived to that 
stage which was the most usual and proper 
time to choose for the discussion. 

Mr. For said, the objection made by his 
hon, friend had not at all been answered by 
what fell from the noble lord. What the no- 
ble lord had said, ahout the competency of 
the house to proceed to the vote of supplies, 
inthe absence of the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, was not at all applicable to the 
objection which had been made. His hon. 
friend had not objected, on account of the 
absence of a chancellor of the exchequer ; 
because such absence might proceed from a. 
variety of causes to which no objection 
could be made, The present objection was 
not to granting the supplies in the absence 
of a chancellor of the exchequer from that 
house, but it was to the granting the sup- 
plies when there was no chancellor of the 
exchequer, or no first lord of the treasury. 
Under such circumstances, the house was 
called upon to vote supplies, while they 
were in the most complete ignorance who 
were to have the management of those 
supplies, or who were to be responsible for 
the manner in which they were to be ap- 
plied. He therefore now wished, that it 
should be understood, that bis objection to 


‘the vote, would not be on account.of the 


absence of the chancellor of the exche- 
quer from that house, nor that the office 


Nested for a time in the hands of the lord 


chief justice, but his objection was, that 
he thought before supplies were granted, 
there should be some person appointed, 
who should be subject to all the responsibi- 
lity of the management of them, and who 
should be liable to be called to that ac- 
count for their application, which the house 


had a constitutional. right to expect and 


demand. 
Lord Castlereagh thought, that the an- 


‘swer he had given was sufficient to meet 


Vol. VI. 
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the objection of the hon. gent. (Mr. Grey), 
What he had said was this, that the supe 
plies, although forwarded in the early stage 
at which they would be presented on Mone 
day, would not have made such progress ag 
to be put in any tangible shape, by the 
house merely agreeing to the preliminary 
steps for raising them. In the progress of 
passing them, there would be time enough 
to see into whose hands they were to pass, 
and to offer any reasons that might then 
occur against the. granting of them ; but, to 
oppose them in the first instance, in limine, 
would be a course altogether unusual, and 
which would, in the present instance, be 
highly prejudicial to the public service. 
The. office of chancellor of the exchequer 
was, for the present, to be vested in the 
lord chief justice, who, with the office, 
took of course all the responsibility of it. 
The house might be assured, that it was 
the intention of his majesty, without de- 
lay, to take measures for forming a new 
administration, 

Mr. Grey repeated, that his objection 
was not to the absence of the chancellor of 
the exchequer, but that there was no person 
responsible for the application of the sup- 
plies to be voted. As to the observation 
of the noble lord, respecting the embar- 
rassments, and public injury, that might 
result from any delay, that consideration 
would certainly have as much: weight as it 
merited, when the subject should come to 
be fully discussed. What he intended to 
press upon the house was, that they should 
not grant the supplies until they knew into 
whose hands they were to pass, and who 
were to undertake the responsibility of 
their application.—The resolution was then 
agreed to, that the house should resolve 
itself into a committee of supply on Mon- 
day. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, January 27. 


{Minures.] The duke of Gloucester 
was sworn, and took his seat, on his ac- 
cession to the peerage, in consequence of 
the demise of his father, the late duke. 
The earl of Jersey was sworn, and took 
his seat on the same occasion.—Ear] Darn- 
ley adverted to the notice he had given on 
a former evening, respecting the Additional 
Force act. Of that measure he retained 
the same sentiments of disapprobation, and 
which, in fact, were fortified by progres- 
sive experience, It was in the recollection 

D x 
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of their lordships, that he was the first who 
brought forward a motion for the tepeal of 
that act. His intended motion, however, 
he was at present induced to suspend, in 
consideration of the state of public affairs 
at the moment. 

(Vore oF THANKS To THE NavY.] Lord 
Hawkesbury stated, that not being able to 
attend in his place on a former day, on 
which he had given notice of his intention 
to move for the thanks of that house to lord 
Collingwood, and the officers, &c. under 
his command, he had requested a noble 
friend (lord Walsingham) to move that the 
order for that day should be discharged ; 
and to state, that on the next day of the 
house’s meeting, he should attend in his 
place and renew his notice. In doing this, 
he trusted all their lordships would give bim 
credit, that he could not, in the least, be 
actuated by any motives of disrespect, or 
the slightest abatement in a due sense of 
‘the inestimable and meritorious services of 
the noble admiral in question, and the gal- 
lant officers and seatnen -under his com- 
mand; on the contrary, he was highly de- 
sirous to bring forward the motion, on the 
first moment his avocations, or the pres- 
sure of important business would allow 
him. Under this impression, he then gave 
notice, that he should, to-morrow, bring 
forward his motion for the thanks of the 

house. His lordship then moved, that the 
lords be summoned for to-morrow; which 
was ordered accordingly. 

The Duke of Clarence begged to offer a 
féw words to their lordships on the occa- 
sion. It had, he observed, been his inten- 
tion to have given notice, for the first 
open day, of a motion similar to that of 
which the noble lord had just now given 
notice, if such a proceeding had not taken 
place. Motives of intentional disrespect, 
or a desire to do any thing unpleasant, did 
not exist in his mind. When he considered 
the situation which the noble lord had the 
honour to hold in his majesty’s councils, 

he was probably a more proper person to 
come forward on such an accasion than him- 
self, His own motives, for what he had pro- 
posed to do, were of a two-fold nature : the 
first was, a conviction that it was incumbent 
on thecountry, on the very earliest opportu- 
nity, to express their grateful sense, in the 
strongest terms, of the great and important 
services of these noble officers, and the 
different officers and men under their cqm- 
mand, who achieved the glorious victory 
of the 21st of October, and of which, he 
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was sensible, tltey all felt the advantage, 
The second consideration which had a. 
tuated his mind, and which would continig 
to the last hour of his life, was the feeliy 

and friendship he entertained for that illus 
trious hero, who had led on thé fleet to thy 


memorable victory. With these he wy 
impressed during twenty-three years, out 
of the forty-seven which that hero lived, 
and during which period, it might be said, 
he lived with him with the intimacy of, 
brother. ‘Thus, the feelings of private 
friendship co-operated with those of publi 
principle and duty, in determining him 
propose to their lordships to come to su¢h 
a vote as he had alluded to. As the thing 
then stood, he felt no objection to give 
way to the noble lord, who had expressly 
stated his intention to bring forward 

motion to-morrow, 

——— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, January 27. 


[MixuteEs.] A new writ was ordered tp 
be issued for the election of a burgessty 
serve in parliament for the Universityd 
Cambridge, in the room of the right hen 
William Pitt, deceased.—Mr. Jeflery gay 
notice, that he would, to-morrow, move 
that the order made on the 22d of this 
month, for the production of certain naval 
papers, be discharged.—-A_ petition wa 
presented from the debtors confined in th 
castle of Chester, praying for reliefi-4 
petition of the maltsters and makers of mal, 
in the town and county of-Monmouth, wa 
presented aud read ; setting forth, that th 
act of the 42d of his present majesty, me 
lative to the making of malt, is productive 
of the most injurious consequences to the 
manufacture, and subjects the fair trade 
to great difficulties and hardships, without 
any adequate advantage to the’ revente, 
Ordered to lie upon the table. 

fArrarrs or Inp1a.] Mr. Paull movei, 
that the papers ordered by the votes of the 
house on the 25th and 28th of June las, 
be printed for the use of the member; 
which was accordingly ordered. Afters 
short pause, the hon. gent. rose again, aol 
said:=-No person sir, can be m «Ff CF 
vinced than I am, of the inutility, them 
expediency, the danger, of moving 
many papers relative to any transactidl 
more especially, if connected with Indi 
still, however I may deprecate delay, 18 
question of so much importance, I 
under the necessity of moving for a 























7] 


more papers, important in every point of 
view, and essentially necessary for the ends 
of substantial justice. But, sir, these are 
the last papers I[ shall call for, to support 
the two charges I have already given no- 
tice of; and when the papers I formeriy 
had the honour to move for, are printed, 
together with the additional papers that I 
am to call for this evening, no time shall 
be lost, on my part, in bringing direct and 

sitive charges of criminality against my 
ldrd Wellesley. As the papers are not to 
be objected to, it is not necessary for me to 
take up inuch of the time of the house. 
Suffice it to say, that to insure the support 
of those gentlemen on this side of ihe 
hovse, and the aid and countenance of 
‘many honourable, disinterested, conscien- 
tious gentlemen on the other, I shall pro- 
duce a charge, copied almost verbatim 
from the articles of impeachment voted 
against Mr. Hastings, by a strong, over- 
powering majority of this house, at the 
head of which was the late Mr. Pitt. I 
move, “‘ that there be laid before this house, 
1. Copy of a treaty concluded between 
the marquis Cornwallis, then governor- 
general of India, and the late vizier Assul 
ul Dowlah, in 1787. 2. Copy of the dis- 
patches of marquis Cornwallis to the court 
of directors, or secret committee, on the 
conclusion of that treaty; together with a 
copy of his lordship’s instructions to Ed- 
ward Otto Ives, esq. on the same occasion, 
he then being resident at the vizier’s court, 
§. Copies or extracts of the general letter 
from the court of directors or secret com- 
mittee to Bengal, approving of the treaty 
and lord Cornwallis’s conduct on the occa- 
sion. 4. Copy of a minute of sir John 
Shore, now lord Teignmouth, late governor- 
general, dated in June or July 1796, re- 
moving G. F. Cherry, and appointing John 
Lumsden, esq. resident of Lucnow. 5. 
Copy of a minute of the marquis Wellesley, 
late governor-general, removing the said 
John Lumsden, and appointing col. W. 
Scott resident at the court of the vizier. 6. 
Copy of any minute or appointment em- 
powering the hon. Henry Wellesley, then 
private secretary to the governor-general, 
to proceed to Lucnow, accompanied .by 
Greme Morier, esq. as his assistant, or 
Secretary, in 1801; .and an account of any 
‘stm or sums of money drawn by the hon, 
Henry Wellesley, whilst at Lucnow, or by 
those employed under him, whether as sa- 
laries, establishment, or durbar charges, 
‘where drawn, and the authority for such 
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payments. 7. Copy of a letterwritten by 
lord Wellesley, or under his authority, to 
col. William Scott, resident at the court of 
the vizier, announcing the special mission 
of the hon. Henry Wellesley to Lucnow. 
8, Copy of all correspondence between 
marquis Wellesley, whether in his capacity 
of governor-general or captain-general, 
and hieut. general Gerard, now lord Lake, 
from July 1801, to the conclusion of the 
treaty of Lucnow, with copies of lord 
Lake’s orders to major-general Frederick 
St. John, commanding the station of Cawn- 
pour, major-general Robert Stuart, com- 
manding Futty Ghur; with copies of their 
orders to the other officers commanding 
corps and stations in Oude, for putting the 
forces in readiness to march at the shortest 
notice, from July 1801 to Nov. in the 
same year. 

Mr. Whitshead Keene cordially seconded 
the motions of the hon. member, to whoin 
the house and the public, he conceived, 
were much indebted, and for whose talents 
he entertained great respect. He doubted 
not but that his motives were pure and 
honourable, and such he hoped ever to 
find them. . 

Mr. Paull trusted the house: would ex- 
cuse him for saying a very few words re- 
garding himself.. He assured the hon, se- 
conder, the house, and the public, that he 
dared the breath of calumny to impute to 
him, with justice, any motives but those 
of a public nature. He bore no animosity 
to lord Wellesley personally, he would ex- 
ert his honest endeavours to prosecute him 
to conviction, asthe enemy to the happi. 
ness and prosperity of India, and to the best 
interests of the mother country; he could 
consider him in no light but that of 
a great state delinquent, in the situation 
that Mr. Hastings stood on his return from 
abroad, with this essential difference, that 
what was undefined crime in the case of 
Mr. Hastings, was positive criminality in 
the case of lord Wellesley. The latter 
could plead no error in judgment, no igno- 
rance of the. laws of his country, having 
been a member of the British parliament 
when the articles of impeachment were 
voted against Mr. Hastings. One word 
more, said the hon. gent. and I have done. 
I stand, sir, proud of acting with the par- 
'ty to which I belong, and I take this: op- 
portunity of declaring in the face of this 
house, that with the Nabob of Oude, or 
with any potentate on the continent of ill- 
fated Indiay I am. as unconnected as with 
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the emperor of France, nor will I allow 
with impunity insinuations calculated to 
injure, through me, the cause of truth and 
justice: the unfairness of such asper- 
sions, nod man knows better than marquis 
Wellesley himself. 

Sir T. Metcalfe said, that similar motions 
to those now brought forward had led to 
nothing but great trouble and enormous 
expence. He trusted, therefore, that the 
house would pause before it would consent 
to grant papers, under such circumstances, 
to any individual, however respectable he 
might be. This was one objection he felt 
to the motions of the hon. gent. There 
was another too, which equally weighed 
within his mind. ‘The papers, that had 
already been produced, had got into the 
hands of translators, through whom the 
French government had obtained the in- 
formation they contained; a circumstance 
that had proved materially prejudicial to 
the interests of the Company. The im- 
portance of it to the French goverument 
was such, that Bonaparte would have gi- 
ven half the revenues of France to have 
obtained it. Besides, he should ask, whe- 
ther the present was a proper time to agi- 
tate such questions? Under the influence 
of these objections, he should feel it his 
duty to divide the house.. When a mem- 
ber was conscious of being actuated by a 
sense of duty, he should not be ashamed 
to avow his feelings. The hon. gent. had 
said, that the papers, when produced, 
would criminate the conduct of the noble 
marquis; but this he begged leave to deny, 
as he was convinced in his conscience that 
no one of them would affect the public or 
private character of that noble lord; and 
if it were possible for him to attend in 
that house, he was sure he would say in 
reply to the motions, ‘ give all the papers.’ 
Besides, it would have the most dangerous 
effect, if it should be thought on the con- 
tinent of India, that all the treaties and 
engagements that had been entered into 
with the native powers, could be rescinded 
by a vote of parliament. It was certainly 
competent to parliament to enquire into 
the conduct of the marquis Wellesley; but 
this was not the time, and for all these 
reasons he should certainly take the sense 
of the house. ’ ; 

Mr. Francis. said, he wads not in the 
house when the motions were proposed ; 
but as in adverting to the mischiefs that 
hadarisen from similar motions, the hon, 
aronet seemed to allude toithosemade:by 
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himself, he felt it necessary to say a fey 


words. If any mischief had arisen from 
the production of the papers he had moved 
for, it was chargeable only on the board of 
controul, which had the power of decidj 
which of them might be produced wit 
safety, and was at liberty to withhold such 
as could not be published, consistently 
with the public interest. As to the ob 
jection respecting the expences that would 
attend printing the papers moved for, 
it might have some weight with vulgar 
minds; but it was not to be tolerated jg 
that house, when an enquiry was to beim 
stituted respecting the management of the 
-affairs of India, the revenues of which 
were estimated at fifteen millions, | With 
respect to his own opinion of margy 
Wellesley’s conduct, he had stated itt 
the house and to the country, and sawn 
reason to alter it. He was not to be awed 
or intimidated into an abandonment of his 
principles. The hon. baronet had stated, 
that considerable danger arose from the 
intelligence derived to the enemy from 
the publication of these papers; but he 
was of opinion that the enemy had gained 
more information from marquis Wellesleys 
intercepted correspondence, which» had 
been published in the Moniteur, and after 
wards translated into all the London pa 
pers, from which only the public obtained 
the information, though the contents of the 
correspondence ought to have been long be 
fore transmitted direct to the governors@ 
the India Conspany. He was not awaredf 
any danger that could be apprehended from 
the production of the papers, and that 
there had ‘been no objection: felt to 
gratiting them on that score, he-appealed 
to the declaration of the noble lord at the 
head of the board of controul, ‘Thatno. 
ble lord had said that he saw no possible 
objection to their being produced. 

Mr. Paull said, the conduct of the wor 
thy bart. excited his utmost astonishment; 
an astonishinent not unmixed with somle 
degree of indignation. Did the-hon.’bart, 
mean to crush this business by a side wind? 
If he-did, he was very much mistaken. 
The refusal of the papers would: availlon 
Wellesley nothing. My wish, sir, said the 
hon. gent. is to accompany assertion with 
proof, which the hon. bart. seems torwish 
to prevent; but:opposition can only make 
‘me more zealous, an opposition especially 
of this sort, an opposition completely ant 
entirely unforeseen and unexpected ; asthe 
inobledord who presides at the board 
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controul, to whom I fairly and candidly 
submitted the list of the papers, told me 
there could be no possible objection to the 
production of the papers I have this night 
moved for. An hon. member of the same 
poard, whom I am happy to see in his 
Jace, willdo me the justice to confirm 
this assertion, if coufirmation was at all 
necessary. 
_ Mr. Wallace corroborated the statement 
of the hon. gent. and could see no reason- 
able objection to the production of the 
rs. He, however, wished the hon. 
gent. would omit in the last motion the 
words ** secret service money,” and allow 
“ Durbar charges” instead. 

Mr. Paull replied he could have no pos- 
sible objection, provided “ the secret ser- 
“ yice money,” if any, was included un- 
der the head of “ Durbar charges.” He 
did not stickle, he said, for terms, provid- 
ed'the substance was the same; he looked 
only to substantial justice between lord 
Wellesley and the public; and, in conclu- 
sion, added, that nothing could deter him 
from. proceeding in the line of conduct he 
had lain down for himself.—The sense of 
the house being decidedly in favour of Mr. 
Paull’s motions, sir T. Metcalfe withdrew 
his intention of a division, and the whole 
of the papers were accordingly ordered and 
agreed to. 

{Funsrat Honovuersto Mr. Prrr.J—Mr. 
Henry Lascelles rose, and spoke to the fol- 
lowing effect :—Sir, in rising to submit to 
the:consideration of the house, that mo- 
tion of! which I gave notice on a former 
occasion, it is my most anxious wish so to 
¢onduct myself in this melancholy business, 
asto avoid giving any occasion for the dis- 
cussion of points, ov which there has been a 
considerable difference of opinion; . or for 
atiall reviving those political animosities 
which we have had too often occasion to 
regret. I should be-unwilling to disturb 
the manes of that great man by dissen- 
tions, I mean now simply ‘to propose, 
that which I am sure the country anxious- 
lyexpects, that some signal’ mark of our 
‘Tespect-and gratitude shall be paid to the 
‘memory of that illustrious character, whose 
‘losswe have now to'deplore. I 1am “sure 
thatthis sentimentis generally felt through- 
‘out the-nation, oI have every. where! wit- 
‘Messed the feelings of the deepest regret 
‘upon:thigymelancholy occasion. “We have 

‘man‘of:the purest and :most ‘disin- 
terested patriotism, of the most exalted 

) Whose energy and whose: firmness 


: 


41] PARL. DEBATES, Jan. 27, 1806.—Mr. Lascelles’ Motion for Honours, 5c. [42 


have, in times of the greatest difficulty and 
danger, been eminently serviceable to his 
country. - Under these circumstances, I 
have wished to avoid entering into the de- 
tails of his long administration, or men- 
tioning any thing which could provoke a 
discussion respecting any separate and in- 
sulated part of his conduct. Upon this 
occasion, .I propose to the house to take 
as a precedent, the honours which were 
paid by a former parliament to the memo- 
ry of his illustrious father, the great lord 
Chatham. I think that it is provoking no 
difference of opinion to say, that his son 
was at least as great a man as he was. I, 
therefore, intend to adopt the very words 
of that precedent in the motion with which 
I shall have the honour to conclude. 
There is only one observation that 1 wish 
previously to make: as I happened not to 
be in my place, on a former night, when 
an hon. gent. (Mr. Fox) suggested that it 
would be proper te postpone the conside- 
ration of my motion, until another discus- 
sion should have taken place, I must now 
say, that my motion is founded ‘on the 
review of a long administration of up- 
wards of twenty years, during which: the 
‘exalted personage whose loss is so» much 
felt and lamented, enjoyed the approbation 
of the country. With this impression I 
thought it would be improper for me to 
postpone a motion, the ground of which 
was the general character and conduct of 
the object of it, merely on account of the 
pessibility of discovering some error in his 
administration upon the subject of treaties, 
which are not yet in possession of the 
house, I shall therefore conclude.with 
moving, “ That-an humble address be 
presented to his majesty, that his majesty 
will-be graciously pleased to give direc- 
tions, that the remains.of the: right hon. 
William Pitt be interred at the \ public 
charge; and that a monument be. erected 
in the collegiate.church of St. Peter, West- 
minster, to the memory of that excellent 
statesman, with an inscription expressive 
of the public:sense of so great and. irre- 
parable a loss; and to assure his majesty 
that this: house will make good the ex- 
pences attending the same,” 

The Marquis of 2 ttchfield rose: to. second 
‘the motion. He had opposed the measures 
sof the right hon.: gent. during a great part 
of «his political career, but/ was not,howe- 
ver, disposed to refuse.any consistent matk 
of respect, as a tribute to the. integrity of 
his character, and ~his-rare and -transcens 
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dent talents. He would not be under- 
stood, in voting for this motion, to mean 
any condemnation of the line of conduct 
he: bad himself pursued, whilst opposing 
the measures of the right hon. gent. now 
unfortunately no more. ‘He had since act- 
ed with that right hon. gent. but though 
ranked amongst his political friends, he had 
not enjoyed his private friendship. In the 
support he gave to the present motion, he 
‘was actuated solely by his admiration of 
his virtues and extraordinary talents, which 
might be justly appreciated without the ad- 
vantage of familiar or friendly intercourse. 
He thought the house called upon to pay 
some signal mark of respect, in this in- 
stance, by perpetuating the memory of a 
member so able, so eminent, so distin- 
guished, and disinterested. 
‘. Lord Folkestone rose, and said; Mr. 
Speaker, 1 cannot, consistently with my 
feelings of public duty, agree to the mo- 
-tion which you have just read; [ greatly 
commend the manner in which the hon. 
gent. has brought it forward, and in oppos- 
ing it I will endeavour to follow his exam- 
-ple, to avoid ripping open old sores, re- 
newing ancient differences, and bringing on 
discussions which will be disagreeable to 
all sides of the house. With this view I 
will merely state, that as the hon. gent. in 
@ general view of the whole administration 
of Mr. Pitt, thinks he has rendered the 
country such service as to deserve so sig- 
‘nal a mark of gratitude and respect as that 
which: he has proposed, I, on the other 
hand, taking his whole administration into 
view, and considering the state of the 
country as it came into his hands, and 
that in which he has left it, cannot agree 
to acknowledge any service, and therefore 
must refuse my assent to the motion ; and 
i feel this, sir, so strongly, that if any 
one other gentleman thinks with me on 
this sdbject, I will certainly count out the 
- house upon this question. 
:* Lord Lovaine was so completely con- 
~vinced of the great and brilliant talents of 
- the lamented object of the motion, that he 
“could not content himself with giving a si- 
- lent-vote on the occasion. He most hearti- 
ly concurred in the motion. 

Mr. J. H. Browne, said he had had the 
“honour of a seat in that house, during the 
. whole period in which the right hon. gent, 
- whose meniory was now proposed to be 

honoured with some sigual mark of the ap. 
. probation of the hoase, had presided in the 
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of that period, he had supported all ty 
measures brought forward by that righ 
hon. gent. as best calculated to promo 
the essential interests of the country. 
was difficult for him to point out any jp 
stance in preference of the eminent servicg 
rendered by him to the state. He haj 
raised the public credit in an unexampled 
degree, of which the house would be satis 
fied on his stating a single case. The 
lic funds, when the right hon. gent. came i, 
to office, when the country was in a stateoj 
profound peace, without an enemy in By 
rope to apprehend, were not so high as 
were at present; after all the horrors ofth, 
French Revolution, and while the co 
was engaged in a desperate and expensip 
contest. (loud coughing.] He should ag 
detain the house longer from the question 
for which their feelings seemed to be imp, 
tieut. Every gentleman would suggestty 
himself a criterion of the transcendent me 
rits of this great man; but, for his om 
part, he should, without entering further 
into the subject, content himself with th 
case he had pointed out, and conclote 
with applying to that great, that eminent, 
that admirable statesman, what had bea 
said of Augustus Casar, ‘that he found 
Rome wood, and left it marble.” ° 

Mr. Hiley Addington said, that it was 
not without very great reluctance, thathe 


-obtruded himself on the house for one single 


moment on this oceasion; a mournful om 
to him, as well as to every individual with 
in those walls, and to the country at lange, 
To the question, as proposed by the hon, 
gent. under the gallery, he should decidedly 
assent, so far as it related to those pastse> 
vices of the distinguished individual, whose 
loss they were all deploring, the valued 
which he had had the. means of estimating 
the eminence and splendour of whichm 
one was more ready to admit than himsel, 
and which it had been the pride and hap. 
piness of a great part of his life to have sup 
ported in that house. To more secett 
measures he hardly thought it necessary 
advert, as they would probably be: som 
submitted to the consideration of the hous, 
and on which neither he nor other met 
bers were as yet qualified to form a.com 
judgment. With this explanation, whit 
he hoped would not be considered as sub 
tracting from his satisfaction in the v0 
that he was about to give, the motion tht 
had been made met with his most 
approbation and’ concurrence. 





- administration of affairs, During the whole 


Mr. W, Smith said, he felt how unpler 
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gant a situation any gent. would be placed 











ja, who should oppose a motion brought 
forward aud seconded in the samme manner 
as the one then under discussion. But he 
also felt, that, consistently with his sense 
of public duty, he could not accede to it, 
and painful as the performance of such a 
duty must be, he could not shrink from it. 
The performance of his duty, in the pre- 
sent instance, was the more painful to him, 
as he extremely regretted the loss of the 
eminent and distinguished person who was 
the object of the motion. No gent. who 
had opposed that right hon. gent.’s mea- 
sures, Nor any friend who deplored him, 
could more sincerely regret his loss. He 
too had had the honour of a seat in that 
house during nearly the whole of the time 
that right hon. gent. had been in office. 
He had, during that time, frequently wit- 
nessed the exercise of his great talents and 
transcendent powers, which he had often 
contemplated with admiration and awe. 
He felt one ground of objection to the mo- 
tion on.public principles, In the motion 
the right hon. gent. was represented as an 
“excellent statesman.”’ If lhe were called 
upon to vote thanks (thanks unfortunately 
could not now be voted); but if he were 
called upon to vote some mark of respect 
to his memory for his disinterestedness as 
a statesman, he should readily concur. 
But when he was to vote this mark of re- 
spect to the right hon. gent. as an “ ex- 
cellent statesman,” he thought himself 
bound to consider whether that character 
belonged to his measures and administra- 
tion, With a view to such estimate, he 
knew of no criterion but a consideration of 
the state of the country at the time he came 
nto office, of his conduct whilst in office, 
and of the present state of the country. 
However, this would occupy too much of 
thetime of the house, Every gent. would 
‘make the comparison in his own mind, and 
deduce a result for himself. The result in 
his mind, was, he confessed, unfavourable 
to the right hon. gent, But he had ano- 
ther objection of a more private nature to 
the motion, and which applied particularly 


‘tohimself. He had been placed in the si- 


{uation which he filled in that house by the 
tufrages of a large body of men, who cer- 
tainly did not consider the right hon, gent. 
‘asan “excellent statesman,” They had 
tkected him, because they thought his prin- 
ciples honest, and that he would oppose 
that right hon, gent.’s measures. How 
®ould he then return to his constituents 
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after such an approbation of the right hone 
gent.’s wisdom as a statesman, which so 
directly contradicted his former opposition 
to his administration? He gave the hon, 
gent. who brought. forward the motion, 
every possible credit fer the honourable 
feelings by which he was actuated, and for 
the very candid manner in which he had 
introduced it, He believed he really 
thought the right hon. gent, ‘ an excellent 
statesman ;” differing, however, with him, 
as it was his misfortune to do, he could 
no more give up his opinion to the hon. 
gent. than he could ask the hon. gent.. to 
acquiesce in his; and, thus situated, he 
could not do otherwise than give his nega- 
tive to the motion. 

Mr. Pytches said, he had hoped, that 
the supporters of the right hon. gent. who 
was the object of the motion, and his abet. 
tors, would have appeared on this occasion 
with becoming sileuce and desolation. 
He had, as much as any man, admired the 
brilliancy of that right hon. gent.’s expres- 
sion, and the electricity of his elocution. 
He was not however in despair respecting 
the emanation of some sparks from his ge- 
nius. He was in hopes that the house 
‘would produce as eminent talents, when 
he contemplated the large spreading shrub- 
bery of genius which was shooting up. 

Sir R. Buxton said, that when he heard 
his hon. friend give notice pf his intention 
to bring forward the present motion, he 
thought there could be but one sentiment 
on the subject, on either side, or in any 
part of the house, or of the country. He 
expected from the other side of the house, 
that when that great man was gone, Oppe- 
sition would be gone also. He had, how- 
ever, been grievously disappointed ; and, 
to his great surprise, found that the same 
system followed him beyond his mortal 
existence. He was sorry to find, that 
so many hon, members in that house re- 
fused to pay the tribute of gratitude to 
that illustrious character, whose magni- 
ficent talents, while they reflected the 
highest honour on the country which proe 
duced them, had contributed so essentially 
to its interests and prosperity. The re, 
putation of that illustrious ornament of 
his country, however, would not depend 
upon the extent of the majority by which 
this, or any such motion might be carried ; 
his fame would go down to the latest 
terity connected with the history of his 
times, attested by the records of parlia- 
ment, snd immortalized by that constitu- 
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tion which he had saved. His remains 
might crumble to dust in his grave, but his 
feputation would live in the admiration of 
a grateful posterity. , 
The’ Marquis of Douglas lamented, that 
there should havé been any discussion 
6n a subject which could not but create a 
difference of opinion. Had the ashes of 
the departed minister been suffered to 
have remained-in peace, the house would 
have continued grateful for his services. 
He considered that the first principle upon 
which public reward was founded, was 
success. It was not sufticient to say that 
@ man possessed great abilities and great 
personal integrity; the country expected 
something more; they necessarily looked 
to‘a happy result, and that alone consti- 
tuted the strength of public feeling. He 
did not think that any comparison could 


be drawn between the earl of Chatham, 


and the late minister, which would justify 
the same honours being conferred on. the 
‘one as on the other. If he adverted to 
the state of the country after the seven 
years war, and at the present period, he 
should find the comparison materially to 
‘the disadvantage of the administration of 
‘Mr. Pitt. It was but a very short time 


Since distinguished public honours had 


been paid to the memory of a departed 
‘paval hero. He wished to ask, whether 
the crowd would -have followed his re- 
mains to the grave if he had lost a British 
‘fleet? Success was necessary to crown 
every action for which public applause was 
demanded. The idea of the excellence 
of a statesman must involve all the virtues 
‘that belonged to his situation, and there- 
fore he should ill discharge his public 
duty, if he consented to give a tribute of 
‘applause where he was not satisfied it was 
due. He wished not to stir up the ashes 
‘of the dead, but rather to walk over them 
with respect. He could, if he were so dis- 
‘posed, take a review of the situation of 
ur finances; he could even advert to a 
‘transaction of the last session, wherein a 
‘noble lord now suffering under the censure 
‘of the house, had been protected by the 
‘right hon. gent. ; but upon these he did not 
‘wish to enlarge. He ‘had clearly and 
‘simply discharged his duty, and should sit 
‘down with giving his negative to the mo- 
-tion, 

General ‘Tarleton said, that he had fre- 
‘quently acted in opposition to the mea- 
-sores‘of the right hon. gent. who was the 
“object “of' the :present motion, and whose 
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loss he very much deplored ; but as ‘th 
chief objection to the motion seemed tol 
that these honours should be withhel 
till the judgment of the house was know 
on the subject of his conduct for the dag 
six months, he, for one, was of opini 
that the last six months of his adminis 
tration were the most brilliant of bis jj 
and therefore he would vote for the mo 
tion, 
Earl Temple.—I rise, sir, in order to ex 
pressin avery few words, the reasons which 
lead me to support this motion. [I shalj 
trespass but a very short time on thea 
tention of the house ; and, perhaps, upo 
the present occasion, it would have be 
come me better to have sat silent. Nop 
withstanding it was my fortune to oppox 
the latter part of the administration of 
that right hon. gent. yet I feel happyin 
giving my amplest testimony to those tram 
scendant: talents which he possessed, and 
which, from ‘a very early period of hiy 
life, were devoted to the service of th 
country. I have also great pleasure it 
bearing witness to that purity and integrily 
which he preserved throughout his loy 
administration, In giving my warm sup 
port to the present motion, I am cop 
vinced I am expressing the same feelin 
which is entertained by every persona 
my family, who, connected with him by 
the ties of relationship, may be suppose 
to feel most deeply for his loss. 

Mr. Windham rose and spoke as follows; 
—However painful I may feel the situatio 
in which I stand, I feel that there is a duy 
imposed upon me that I am bound todis 
charge. Nothing can be more easy aud 
satisfactory, than to comply with that at 
vice which has been given to all partie 
not to let their political hostilities be car 
ried to the grave, and that on such @ 
occasion as this, ‘they should bury al 
animosities, For my part, the only difi 
culty I should find in complying with thi 
advice is, that I have no political anim 
sities to bury. Although I join sincerdy 
in admiration of the great talents of tle 
right hon. gent. who is now no more, ‘yt 
I think that those talents cannot be stil 
to have been fortunate in the result, al, 
I must observe, that by the custom 
this country, and, indeed, by the custom 
of every nation, at all times, these ext 
ordinary honours are only conferred whet 
there is a certain union of merit ands 
cess. 
a mere question of feeling, but it sh 
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é considered whether the honours pro- 

to be granted are customary, or 
whether they are strictly merited. ‘lhere 
jg a sort of fortitude on which men some. 
times pride themselves,—the fortitude of 
bearing well the pain of others: there is 
a soft of generosity also, that loves to 
indulge itself at the expence of others’ 
feelings: let us take care in the present 
case, that we are not indulging our gene- 
rosity at the expence of our public duties. 
[know of no function requiring to be dis- 
charged under a sense of more solemn 
dbligation than that which relates to the 
adjudication of national honours ; these are 
dims not to be decided by a momentary 
feeling, but by a strict and impartial ex- 
amination of the merits’ of the case. Let 
us understand the nature of the proceeding 
in which we are engaged; let us know 
upon what ground, the supporters of this 
motion mean to rely. Do they mean to 
tay, that the greatest honours that the 
nation has to bestow, should be always 
given to splendid talents exerted in the 
service of the country; or would they 
mean to make a distinction, and only 
give them to men of great talent, who 
lappened to be in public offices? It ap- 
pears tu me, however, that great talents, 
exerted in the service of the country, are 
aswell entitled to a high reward, it the 
possessor should not happen to have ‘been 
in public office, as if he had: Let us see 
how far this principle leads: it is said, 
you give the chief honours of the nation 
to those naval and military commanders 
who gain important victories; and why 
‘not to those who guide their operations ? 
Must not their talents be presumed, at 
least, as great? Now, sir, this can be 
easily answered. An important victory 
is generally a thing tht admits of no dis- 
pute, no deception.. The general who 
routs an enemy’s army, or the admiral 
Who destroys his fleet, leaves no doubt as 
tothe service that-he has performed, and 
is therefore, by the unanimous opinion of 
every budy, considered as an object of 
high honour. When, on a late occasion, 
these honours were paid to an illustrious 
admiral, all ranks and descriptions of 
people, the noble and the mean, the rich 
tid the poor, the enlightened and tbe ig- 
horant, all felt equally that those honours 
Were due, and every heart vibrated to 
‘the general expression of national grati- 
“Wide and respect. No man can mistate 
@ misrepresent such actions as those ; the 
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are not brought forward to answer any 
party views, or upon false pretences. 
It is for these reasons that there is a ge- 
neral concurrence in all countrie:; to reward 
services of that description. Upon servicés 
of such a nature there is always almost 
an absolute unanimity of opinion; but how 
can it be expected that there will be any 
thing like an unanimity of opinion, when 
the question is concerning the merits of a 
long political life? It is for this reason that 
all nations make a distinction between the 
rewards given to a successful commander, 
and to the- minister under whom he has 
gained his success. But if it will be said, 
that transcendant abilities, long and im- 
portant services, long experience, and aps 
plication of the mind to the important in- 
terests of-the country, should claim as 
high a reward as is given to the most suc- 
cessful admirals or generals, I shall then 
ask, where were all those qualities and en. 
dowments more conspicuous than in the 
late Mr. Burke? Mr. Burke, however, was 
not honoured with a public funeral, And 
yet Mr. Burke was-inferior to no man in 
the splendour of his talents, nor in the 
purity of his mind, nor in genuine and dis- 


‘interested patriotism, nor in long expe- 


rience and devotion to the public service. 
Where then is the difference of the cases? 
Do gentlemen mean to rest it entirely upon 
this, that men of splendid talents and en- 
dowments, if they happen to be in office, 
are entitled to the highest rewards a nation 
can bestow; but should they be out of of- 
fice, they are not entitled to honours, al- 
though they should serve their country with 
equal zeal, integrity, and ability? In general 
I should say, that the presumptions were in 
favour of him who had served his cquntry 
out of office, official situations being those 
which men may covet from other motives. 
In every point of comparison that could 
be made, Mr. Burke stood upon the same 
level with Mr. Pitt, and Ido not see the 
reason for this difference. If the objec- 
tions to Mr. Burke’s having a public funeral 
had proceeded from my hun. friend (Mr. 
Fox), or those who voted with him in those 
times, I should not have been surprized : 
they might have conceived that bestowing 
such honours on a man who differed dia- 
metrically with them in opinion at that 
time, would imply a condemnation of their 
own conduct.’ But that was not the case; 
it was not from them that the objection 
came, but from gentlemen on the other 
side of the house, who took Mr. Burke as 
L 
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the leatier of their opinions, who cried him 
up to the skies, who founded themselves up- 
ou what he had done, but who were afraid, 
that if they consented to such honours, it 
would as if they approved of all 
the seatiments of that great man, some of 
which were, perhaps, of too high a tone 
for them to relish. They, therefore, would 
mot, at that time, have agreed to a resolu- 
tion which would have declared Mr. Burke 
an excelient statesmun. Whenthe French 
revolution broke out, it not only broke up 
.the whole system of European politics, but 
it broke up, at the same time,-many of the 
dearest connections which had united men 
.im ties of private, aswell as political friend- 
ships. [I thea differed upon that subject 
-materially from the opinion of my hon, 
friend (Mr. Fox), and being, in a great 
-Measure, induced by the authority, and 
pressed indeed by the instigation, of the 
great man I have mentioned (Mr, Burke), 
I connected myself with the administration 
of which Mr, Pitt was at the head. It is 
not to be supposed, that because I joined 
his administration, that I necessarily ap- 
proved of every part of his system. The 
- question with me was, whether, upon the 
whole, the forming that connexion, was 
not the most likely way to promote those 
objects, which, in my opinion, were de- 
sirable to be obtained. Whether in so do- 
ing, I judged right or wrong, or whether 
now, after the event, my opinion remains 
the same as it was before, are questions 
that are of little consequence. If I were 
to divide the whole of the political life of 
the distinguished person here spoken of, 
into two distinct periods, one the period 
. before the breaking out-of the French re- 
volition, and the other the period subse- 
quent to that event, and that | were called 
to declare, whether I thought that either, 
separately, or both conjointly, were of a 
. gort to call for the honours now proposed, 
or to justify the character, ascribed in the 
. resolution, of an ‘* excellent statesman,” | 
must say, no. I have no wish to bring 
forward my Opinion in that respect at the 
present moment; but, when compelled to 
declare.myself, I niust say what I think. 1) 
cannot consent to pronounce an opinion 
dillerent from whatI think the true one, 
and thus to contribute to mislead both the 
present time and posterity on a period of 
our history which it is most important for 
them to judge rightly of... With the fullest 
acknowledgement both of the talents and 
_., Virtues of the eminent man in question, I 


do not think, from whatever cause it hg 
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proceeded, that his life has been beneficial 
to his country. For the earlier part of jf 
including the commencement of his power, 
I must contradict. every principle, that] 
ever maintained, if I said that it was 99, 
For the succeeding period, the greatest jy 
which a statesman was ever called to 
[ cannot say, that he acted his part greatly, 
I do not judge merely from the event; 
though the event, for the present purpog, 
might be all that need be considered, Th 
Freach revolution was, indeed, a storm, 
in which vessels, the best formed, and cop 
ducted with the greatest skill, might easil 
founder: but, what I mean to say, is, that 
in my opinion, the vessel was not conducted 
with the greatest skill, and that it is, inal 
human probability, to the fault of the pilot, 
that we are to ascribe our present feapfil 
situation. This is no new opinion on ay 
part: I must think so, if I think, » 
have always professed to do, with 
the other great man that I have allude 
to, Mr. Burke.—I think it necessay 
to say thus much, in order to free my 
self from a supposed charge of ipcom 
sistency, in denying geuerally, the merit 
ofa minister, with whom, for a considerable 
time, I had acted. But all that would 
sult from this denial is, that the parts, in 
which I agreed, did not outweigh, in ay 
opinion, those in which I differed. have 
stated, however, already, that even in thos 
parts in which I agreed, my agreemett 
was Only qualitied. 1 agreed, as witht 
spect to my hon. friends near me, from 
whom I totally differed ; but, as with 1 
spect to the opinion of Mr. Burke, I mut 
be considered as widely differing. I repeal, 
that I feel it painful to oppose the motion; 
but, I must say, that honours, of sucha 
nature as is now Proposed, ought not tobe 
given hastily, from any momentary feeling 
but from a full conviction on the part di 
each person who consents to them, that 
they are strictly merited, not by the posse 
sion merely of talents and virtues, but ly 
great and essential services, rendered, ali 
acknowledged to have been rendered, 0 
the state. Can this be stated to be theca 
in the present instance? An hon, geil 
(Mr. Hawkins Browne) has cited the flor 
rishing state of the finances and commertt 
of the country, compared with what the 
were twenty years ago, as a decisive 
of what we owe to the eminent statesmil 
that we have lost. But, woe betide usy ih 
in these times, we measure the prospenly 
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of the country by its riches. When hon. 

tlemen talk of our riches, we must ask 
how long we can be sure of enjoying them? 
‘Three thousand ducats a year, and but a 
year in all those ducats !’ The prosperity 
ofacountry is to be estimated like a West- 
India estate, not by its annual produce, 
but by its fee-simple. What did any one 
think of the value of an estate in the West- 
Indies, at the moment when admiral Ville- 
neuve was reigning triumphant in those 
seas; and, till the illustrious hero, whose 
funeral we lately celebrated, had arrived to 
drive him back ?—My great objection to 
granting the honours now demanded, is 
this: it has not been the usage of this 
country, or of mankind in general, to 
grant the highest rewards, unless in cases 
where merit has been crowned with suc- 
cess, Of the many admirals who have 
been rewarded with the peerage, in every 
instance there was a certain share of suc- 
cess as well as of merit. If lord St. Vin- 
cent had lost half his fleet in the action 
with the Spaniards, or lord Nelson been 
defeated, either at the battle of the Nile, 
oroff Trafalgar, although the highest ex- 
ertion of courage and talents had been 
proved, the same rewards would not have 
been given. Lord Nelson displayed as 
much courage and enterprize at the unsuc- 
cessful attack of ‘Tenerifle as in those glo- 
tious Victories; but if he had lost his life 
at Teneriffe, it can hardly be supposed, 
that he would have been honoured with 
sach'a faneral as was given to him when he 
fell in the arms of victory. Now, as to 
the success of Mr, Pitt, it must be allowed 
that the change in the state of this country 
aud of Europe, during his time, has been 
most fatal, and that the last periods of his 
lifé have been the most disastrous. Can 
We, in the face of these facts, in the midst 
of the very ruin, which his last measures 
have brought on; whether by his fault or 
not, Ido not enquire; decree the highest 
honours, that a grateful nation can render 
Inreturn for the most distinguished services? 

character of these measures, and still 
more the genera] merits of his political life, 
can they be now discussed? and should we not 
becomplained of, were we now toattempt it, 
not only as opening a subject more proper 
for history than for a debate, but as cruelly 
téking up the ashes of the dead, now 
newly consigned to the tomb? ‘The honours 
which are now proposed, ere such as the 
whole history of our country dees not af- 
lord a parallel instance of, except in the 





case of his illustrious father. The services, 
however, that the great lord Chatham had 
rendered to the country, and the success 
of his measures, were such as were never 
denied by any body; and therefore, the’ 
resolution which might be strictly appli- 
cable to the father, and which in that case 
was carried unanimously, stands in fatal 
contrast to the administration of his son; 
which, in all its later periods, was emi 
nently unsuccessful, and which very many 
considered as meriting disapprobation. Far 
these reasons, I think we should exercise’ 
the great and solemn privilege we possess 
with the most mature deliberation, and 
that we should not, contrary to the usual 
practice of this and every other country, - 
give the highest honours of the state to 
mark the’ memory of a minister, who, 
though possessing talents as great as ever 
appeared in any age of the world, a cha- 
racter and frame of mind fitted for every 
thing most arduous, and feeling, as must 
have been the case, a strong desire that the 
country should prosper in his hands, was 
unsuccessfyl in the result, and will not, I 
fear, be recorded to posterity, as having 
advanced the real interests and the ch 
racter of the country. paisa 
Mr. R. Ryder said, the speech of the night 
hon. gent. who just sat down, had made 
on his mind so deep au impression, that he 
could not refrain from expressing his utter 
astonishment. The right hon. gent. had 
made such allusions to the political life and 
conduct of the illustrious statesman, now 
no more, as could*not fail of calling to the 
recollection of the house, the political con- 
duct of that right hon. gent. himself, when, 
at the most critical period ever experienced 
in the history of this country, be had se~ 
parated himself from his oldest and most 
intimate political connections in that house, 
taken a seat in the same cabinet, and fought 
the same battles, for a series of years, with 
that illustrious statesman, by whom the 
constitution of this country was preserved, 
whom he this night had risen in his place 
to condemn, and whose measures, through- 
out the course of his political life, he now 
reproved with so much asperity. He called 
upon the house, after the strenuous part 
that right hon. gent. had borne so long in 
the chief measures of the late lamented 
chancellor of the exchequer, to witness the 
part he ‘had taken this night. The right 
hon. gent. had shewn a degree of Spartan 
virtue, which he confessed excited his ad- 
miration; he had evinced an heroic disre- 
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gard of every natural and every moral.feel- 
ing; but, for the sake of the happiness of 
the world, he trusted that his conduct 
would operate rather as.a warning to deter, 
than an example to be followed. The 
right hon. gent. as. well as another hon, 
friend of his, who spoke early in the de- 
bate (Mr. W. Smith), appeared totally to | 
have misunderstood, or misconstrued the 
object of the motion; for it was emphati« 
cally impressed by the hon. member, who 
had this night brought it forward, and 
expressly desired. to be understood, as 
not binding any man who Should vote on 
this. question, to any opinion whatever, 
upon any other topic that might be here- 
after the subject of discussion. Bat surely, 
no man in that house, however diflerent 
his political principles might be to, those of 
the illustrious statesman, now no more, 
could fairly feel his principles implicated, 
in acceding to a signal mark of public re- 
spect to the memory of that great man, 
the purity of whose moral character, the 
splendour of whose talents, the sincerity 
of whose zeal, and the importance of whose 
services to his country, every man, in and 
out of that house, must acknowledge. The 
question was not, whether such a mark of 
public respect should be paid to his me- 
mory, because he had held the contidence 
of bis sovereign. longer than any former 
minister had done; nor for the important 
space he filled in the eyes of Europe, but 
for the great character which, upon the 
whole, he had. sustained; a character as 
honourable to the agein which he lived, 
as it was ornamental to his country ; and 
the loss of whose talents, in the event of his 
death, presented one of the most durable 
causes of sorrow in every part of the empire. 

Mr. George Ponsonby rose, aud spoke as 
foliows:-+I feel, sir, most sensibly, a high 
degree of reluctance in rising to oppose the 
motion now before the house; and, I am 
persuaded, it is the wish of every liberal 
mind, that however men may have differed 
in political opinions from the right hon, 
gent. who is the subject of this discussion, 
allanimosities, that have heretofore existed, 
should now cease: and, if the motion of 
the hon, member had been merely to ex- 
press sentiments, on the part of this house, 
favourable to the moral character and good 
intentions of that right hon, gent. I should 
most cheerfully have acceéed to the motion, 
Ibut the question really goes, in my under- 
standing, to pledge every man, who votes 
for this motion, to approve the measures 

5 


PARL. DEBATES, January 27, 1806:—Mr. Lascelles’ Motion for 


[si 


which that minister pursued: so far, how 


ever, am I from approving those measure, 
or wishing their continuance, that I sip 
cerely hope the system will be buried with 
the man, When | am called upon to 

with approbation, the political. life of, 
minister, whose measures it has been almog 


uniformly the fortune of my political life | 


oppose, by voting to his memory the higheg 


|honours that ever a country could copfe 


Upon a patriotic statesman, I am boundty 
examine, whether the system he has pm. 
sued was such as to deserve such honayp 
able distinction. But when I compare the 
situation of this country, when first the di, 
rection of its affairs was entrusted to his 
hands, on the commencement of his political 
life, with that in which it was left ath 
moment of his death; when I compared) 
situation in which Europe stood then, and 
that in which she stands now, in respegtip 
France, at least, I find nothing to warray 
this house in bestowing such distingtiog 
upon the memory, such approbation. upo 
the system, pursued by that minister. [ff 
look to.the most brilliant periods of British 
history, and compare them with the presen, 
I find the successors of those illustrioy 
persons to whom the country first owed he 
freedum, and boasted as her proudest 
connections, hurled from political exis. 
ence; the prince of Orange, to whose great 
predecessor in 1688, this country was in 
debted for the successes of her glorious 
revolution, driven from Holland; and th 
illustrious house of Brunswick expelled 
from Hanover. In this comparison, there. 
fore, I see no cause to rejoice. If the mo 
tion were merely to give credit to that 
right hon. minister for an earnest wish to 
serve his country, I am ready to agree, 
that such was his motive of action; an 
that his errors were not those of intention 
but of judgment: but I cannot conceive 
that measures are entitled to public a& 
knowledgment, and honourable reward, 
unless it is shewn that they have been sue 
cessful. But even to men, whose measures 
have'been of the highest importance and 
advantage to this country, public honoun 
of this kind have not been deemed nett 
sary. What man, I ask, has rendered 
more important services to this couptt, 
or more raised her glory in the eyed 
nations, than my lord Somers? and yé 
no public monuments have been voted! 
his memory. What man, I ask, has bome 
# higher moral character, or rendett 

more disinterested and important services 
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to your country than archbishop Tillotson, 
the head of your church, a man so dis- 
_jpterested in the-public service, and so pure 
inevery thing which related to his personal 
interests and all pecuniary transactions, that 
he died destitute of the means of defraying 
the expences of his. own funeral? and yet 
his country voted him no burial or monu- 
ment. To whom was the country more 
highly indebted for her prosperity, and her 
finance, than to Mr, Pelham, who reduced 
the interest of money from four to three 
cent.? and yet his country voted to 
Fim no public funeral. The same may be 
said of my lord Godolphin, to whom the 
country owed the highest gratitude, and 
yet no public funeral or monument was 
yoted to his. memory; and therefore, so 
far as general precedents go, great talents 
and public virtues in a statesman have not 
been usually considered as entitled to such 
marks of public distinction as are now pro- 
posed. ‘The only instance was, in the case 
of the illustrious lord Chatham, the great 
ancestor of the right hon. gent. now allud- 
ed to. He certainly rendered his country 
the most signal services. 1 do not wish to 
draw invidious distinctions, or to question 
the purity of the hou. member’s motives, | 
but [ wish him to compare the situation of 
this country at the conclusion of the peace 
of 1763, with its situation at the conclusion 
of the peace of Amiens, or any other peace 
it shall hereafter conclude with France ; 
and I ask him, whether the comparison 
will warrant this house in adopting the 
precedent? In fact, I cannot conceive 
where lies the claim of such distinction to 
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the mo 
to that talents, where they have not been success- 
wishtof ful; nor has it ever been usual to confer 


agree, f§ them. I conceive, therefore, the hon. gent. 
n;an— didnot duly consider his motion betore he 
tention} propounded it to the house: for, surely, 
onceie § it, if he had, he could not have imagined 
lic ace ff +We would vote funeral honours, or monu- 
reward, § mental trophies, to a minister whose mea- 
en suf sures have. been productive of so much 


easures{ misfortune to the country, and whose last 
xce and § and most important project, had so recent- 
100Urs terminated in disasters so ruinous to 

rope, and so seriously alarming to the 


British empire. 1do.not wish, sir, to push 


ountty, § My objections to any greater length at this 
eye i} Moment: but I cannot give my assent to a 
nd yet | Motion this night, which would be virtually 


oted | contradiction to the votes I have given 
s bom | fora series of years, against all the leading 
mndered § +Measures of that minister. 

ervies | = Mrs Rose said, that he felt at all times a 
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reluctance to occupy. much. of the attention, 
of the house; his feelings. on, the present 
occasion incapacitated him still more from 
trespassing long on their time. He con- 
fesséd he had entertained a hope, that the re. 
solution, proposed by his hon. friend, would 
have been adopted without difticulty,. and 
with unanimity. When in the year 1778, 
a similar resolution had been proposed, 
with respect to the illustrious lord Chat- 
ham, it was assented to by the existing ad, 
ministration, notwithstanding that noble 
lord bad been one of their most bitter op- 
ponents, and had _ reviled -them in, the 
strongest terms, accusing them of the gross- 
est weakness, and the basest treachery. 
Great statesmen might certainly differ on 
questions of great importance, but, for his 
own part, be should consider Mr. Pitt en- 
titled to the appellation of an “ excellent 
statesman,” even did he believe that he had 
been guilty of cccasionalerrors, The noble 
lord had stated, as a ground of his oppo- 
sition, that Mr. Pitt had found the country 
in@ prosperous state, and had left it ina 
ruinous one. Without any wish to provoke 
a discussion on this point, he would ask, 
at the time that Mr. Pitt came inte office, 
what was the situation of the country? He 
found it at the end of a most ruinous war, 
its commerce annihilated, its navy consi- 
derably impaired, What were the conse- 
quences of his efforts? _ During the period 
of his administration, our resources had 
been doubled, our manufactures had been 
doubled, our seamen had been doubled, 
our shipping bad been doubled. The funds, 
at the period alluded to, were much lower 
than they are now, after thirteen. years 
war, The revenue was then barely equal 
to the interest of the debt, and the national 
expenditure was annually, increasing that 
debt. .The contrast in this particular was 
too obvious to demand illustration... That 
Mr. Pitt had imposed great burthens, was 
very true; that he had discovered extra- 
ordinary resources, was as true. The ques- 
tion was not, whether the present war had 
been well or ill conducted; he was sorry 
to hear this mentioned on. the other side, 
because he earnestly desired on this. mo- 
tion unanimity. His hon. friend had taken 
his resolution, as he found it recorded on 
the Journals of the house. He had not al- 
tered an iota of the terms in which the si- 
milar one on the death of lord Chatham, 
which was acceded to by the adminiagre- 
tion of that day, had been conceived.* He 
could not, therefore, with justice be ac- 
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cused of purposely bringing forward any | 
thing in which gentlemen opposite might 


find it difficult to acquiesce. With respect 
to the illustrious character who was the la- 
mented object of the present motion, he 
would only say of him, that he had ex- 
hausted his life in serving his country to 
the best of his great abilities, for it was no 
exaggeration to say, that the gallant ad- 
miral, who’ had lately closed his brilliant 
career, by falling in the arms of victory, 
did not more decidedly lose his life in the 
service of his country than Mr. Pitt; his 
anxiety for his,country had destroyed him. 
It was well known to those who were in the 
room when that great man expired, that 
the last words he uttered were, “ Oh! my 
country.” The motion before the house 
bound no gentleman to an approbation of 
any particular act of Mr. Pitt’s adminis- 
tration, much less to the measures of the 
last six months. It went only to assert 
what was admitted in every corner of Eng- 
land and Europe, that Mr. Pitt was an ex- 

Hent statesman, and that his loss was ir- 
reparable to the country. 

Mr. For rose, and spoke as follows :—J] 
do not know, sir, that ever I rose to 
address the house in the performance of my 
public duty with more pain than Ido at this 
moment. I therefore hope that I shall ex- 
perience some indulgence, if, before I give 
my vote on this question, I should shortly 
state the reasons which compel me to op- 
pose the motion now proposed by the hon. 
gent. under the gallery. ‘The hon. gent. 
says, that all party feelings and’ political 
animosities should be laid aside on the pre- 
sent occasion; I assure him, sir, that I do 
lay aside all party feelings. If I had any 
such at this time, they would lead me to 
vote with the hon. gent. and not against 
him. At the same time I do not pretend 
to undervalue party feelings. When a per- 
son is convinced that the opinions which 
he holds, if- acted upon, would “be pro- 
ductive of benefit to his country, but finds 
that the only chance of having them acted 
upon depends upon his connection with’a 
party, and the support which by this means 
he may acquire, it is his duty to have re- 
eourse to a party. He may consider this 
fairly and justly as the best mode of efiec- 
tually carrying into execution those mea- 
sures which, in his estimation, are the most 
ealculated to promote the public prosperi- 
ty and happiness. But at present it is ob- 
vious to every one, that all-the motives 
which are likely to influence me, as far as 
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party is concerned, are on the sidé of the 
hon. gent. and would lead me to vote with 
him. The hon. gent. must see, that if the 
gratification of party feelings, if ambition, 
if private interest were my objects, the most 


proper course for me to pursue, would be 


to give an immediate assent to this motion, 
Upon such a supposition, every one mut 
be sensible how much it would be my in. 
terest to conciliate, as much as possible, al} 
those who had the greatest respect and va 
lue for Mr. Pitt, to drown, if it could be 
done, the very remerbrance of our polis 
tical contests, and endeavour to gain, by 
every means that could be imagined, their 
support and favour, This would be the line 
of conduct which party views would sug: 
gest, as the most proper to follow. Bat 
this is not all; there are other motives of 
no less weight, that strongly recommend 
the same mode of proceeding. For matiy 
of the supporters of the present motion? 
have a personal friendship, which. would 
make me reluctant to oppose them on such 
an occasion; but, most of all would it be 
my interest, as well as my inclination, not t0 
cross, in this instance, the views of the 
noble lord near me (lord Temple), and 
other near relations of the ‘deceased mi 
nister, with whom I am now likely to be, 
for the remainder of my life, inseparably 
connected, The vote, therefore, may be 
considered as one not given to gratify 
any feeling of private animosity, or of 
public ambition, but extorted by a most 
painful but imperious duty. In every party 
point of view then, whether, my object 
should be to conciliate those who have the 
warmest attachment to the memory of Mr, 
Pitt, or to join with those who are already 
my political friends, my plan would be to 
support the hon. gent.’s motion. I will go 
farther, and say that if feelings were to be 
allowed to direct our conduct on this ot 
casion, the right hon. gent. opposite (Mr. 
Rose) might address to our feelings argv 
ments much more ‘powerful than thos 
which ‘he has just uow addressed to our 
reasons. I, sir, have been engaged in# 
long course of opposition to the person for 
whom public honours are now claimed. 1 
muy say that I have been considered, and 
perhaps it may be called an honour, as his 
rival. 

and his most zealous admirers, that, duritg 
all that time, I never opposed him froma 
I will go still 


farther, and say, thdt another motive wou 





But I do assure the right hon. gente 


lead me to support the motion, and thatis 
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f the & the respect which I entertain for many of 
‘with | Mr, Pitt’s personal qualities. Great quali- 
if the ties he certainly bad, in no ordinary degree, 
ition, | inprivate life; and great qualities also in 
most | points connected with his administration. | 
1d be do not think this a proper time to enter 
tion, |B upon the particular acts of that adminis- 
must @ tration; but in the measure for the esta- 
y ins §  blishment of areal sinking fund, he had 
fe, all @ always my warmest support, and I freely 
dva @ declare my opinion, that this has done a 
ld be eat deal of good to the nation, and, that 
polis f for this, therefore, the country is highly 
n, by § obliged to him. There is another quality 
their § for which he deserves great praise. No 
> line minister was ever more disinterested, as far 
sug. § as related to pecuniary matters. His in- 

Bat § tegrity and moderation, in this respect, are 
es of § confirmed by the state of his affairs when 
mend § hedied. I allow that a minister is not to 
matiy J be considered as moderate and disinterest- 
ion! @ ed, merely because he is poor during his 
vould & life, or at his death. But when I see a mi- 
‘such nister, who has been in office above twenty 
it be § years, with the full command of places and 
ot to | public money, without any peculiar extra- 
f the | vagance and waste, except what might be 

and §@ expected from the carelessness that per- 
1 mie & haps necessarily arose from the multiplicity. 
o be, § of duties, to which the attention of a man, 
rably J. in such a situation, must be directed; when 
y be @ 1 see a minister, under such circum- 
rati stances, using his influence neither to en- 
or of & ‘ich himself, nor those with whom he is, by 
most — family ties, more peculiarly connected, it 
party isimpossible for me not to conclude that 
rbject this man is disinterested. 1 must say, that 
ve the | he has, with regard to private emolument, 
fMr, § acted with a high degree of integrity and 
ready moderation. In the course of the long ad- 
beto | Ministration of Mr. Pitt, all that he took 
rill po for himself was, I believe, the wardenship 
tobe § of the Cinque Ports, This was certainly 
is ot» | in him highly disinterested ; and his disin- 
(Mr, f . terestedness in this respect shines with the 
argu! J more lustre, when we consider the mode 
those | Mwhich, according to report, this reward 
o our | Dbasbeen since disposed of. I, therefore, 
ding §. 8 have every reason, from my intimate 
onfor §. fiendship and near connection with the 
ed: 1 § living, and from my own private feelings 


and 
A 


respect for the dead, who undoubted- 
possessed many estimable qualities, to 


_ give my support to the motion now be- 
fore the house. I might be led to this by 
another motive. If personal vanity had 
, ay weight with me, I might from this 
_ Consideration concur with the hon. gent. I 
night by this means gain a great deal of ap- 
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point of view, and I do not pretend to be in- 
sensible to praise any more than others. But 
there arecases, sir, in which our public duty 
is so clear and imperious, that no desire of 
praise, no motive of personal respect, no 
wish to gratify our friends, nor any other 
consideration, however powerful, can pos- 
sibly enable us to dispense with it, and in 
my conscience, sir, I believe this to be one 
of those cases. If the marks of respect 
were such as did not compromise my pub- 
lic duty in the compliance, no person would 
join in it more cheerfully and-more eagerly 
than I would. If, for instance, it had 
been proposed to remedy those pecuniary 
difficulties which Mr. Pitt bad incurred in 
the course of his political life; if it had 
been proposed to do those things for his 
relations in that way, which his own ac- 
knowledged disinterestedness did not allow 
him to do; if it had been proposed to sup- 
ply the deficiencies of his own fortune, [ 
would most willingly consent that all this 
should be done in the most liberal manner. 
But it is a very different thing to be called 
upon to confer honours upon Mr. Pitt .as 
an ‘* excellent statesman.” We ougiast 
nut, sir, in such cases, to be complimented . 
out of our consent, if our public duty 
commands us to oppose the grant of such 
honours. Public honours are matters of 
the highest importance, because they must 
more or less influence posterity. They . 
ought not, therefore, to be conferred lightly, 
but only where merit is clearly seen and ac- 
knowledged. I could farther add, sir, that 
the manner in which the hon. gent. opened 
this business, would lead me to give his mo- 
tion my support; but when public honours 
are solicited, it becomes me to consult 
neither my interest nor my feelings, but 
to adhere rigidly and conscientiously to 
my public duty. I need notadd any thing 
to what bas been said respecting honours 
conferred upon military men and states~ 
men, by my right hon. friend on the bench 
near me (Mr. Windham), who has so ably 
and clearly pointed out the distinction be~ 
tween the two cases. As little need I add 
to what has been said by my hon. friend 
on my right hand (Mr. Ponsonby), re 
specting many emiment public men, on 
whom no honours of this kind. were con- 
ferred, and for whom none were solicited, 
though their talents, virtues, and good in- 
tentions were unquestionable. _ It is not to 
particular acts only that we are to look ; 
we must consider the general effect which 
these acts produce, with a view to the public 





_ Pause, without any loss whatever in a party 





benefit. Certainly, when I look at lord Chat- 
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‘ham’s monument; when find the inscription 
‘bearing upon ‘the face. of it the prounds 
‘pon which this monument was voted ; 
when I find it there stated, that he had re- 
duced the power of France to a ‘very low 
‘ebb, ‘and raised the prosperity of his 
‘country to a very high pitch; I ‘must say, 
‘that ‘this ‘case ‘can never be compared with 
‘that of lord: Chatham. I must say, that 
the country at present is reduced to the 
‘most dangerous and alarming situation—a 
situation which might call for any thing ra- 
ther than honours to be conferred upon 
him, who had the direction of the mea- 
‘sures which brought it to this state. The 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Rose) has told us, 
that in the case of lord Chatham there was 
‘the most perfect unanimity, though there 
were many in the house who had opposed 
his political principles. Why, so there 
was; but then, sir, the merit was clear, 
and the inscription related to points on 
which there must have been the most per- 
fect unanimity ; and though certainly dur- 
ing the seven years war there was a strong 
opposition, yet his merit on certain points, 
to which the inscription referred, was al- 
lowed by the bitterest of his antagonists. 
But though no consideration ought to in- 
duce us to betray our trust in conferring 
the public honours, yet at the same time 
there are cases in which the effects of this 
might be less sensibly felt. For instance, 
in cases where we should be compelled to 
oppose particular acts of an administra- 
tion, we might still make a clear distinc- 
tion between what was good and what was 
bad. In the present case I shall not enter 
upon the particular acts. In deciding up- 
on this question, I should be unwilling to 
take any one particular act of the admi- 
nistration of the late minister. I always 
thought, and do still think, that an unfor- 
- tunate system of government has pervad- 
ed the whole of the present reign; and I 
firmly believe that system to have been the 
cause of all the disasters and disappoint- 
~ ments which the country bas experienced, 
almost uniformly throughout the whole 
course of it. Being of this opinion, how 
can I conscientiously say that he who fol- 
lowed this system was an .‘ excellent 
statesman?” ‘To that system I ascribe the 
loss of the American Colonies, and I can- 
not but impute blame, instead of praise 
or honour, to all the ministers who have 
- supported it. ‘ The’earl of Guildford who 
eonducted the’war, in the event of which 
those colonies were lost, ‘was a man of ve- 





ry-uncommon talents, and of very amiable. 
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qualities. "Towards the latter part of hy 
life, I was connected with him, not onl 

political opinions, but also in habits of tle 
most intimate friendship. But, notwith 
standing all that, I have no hesitation § 
declaring, that if, at the decease of thy 
nobleman, any motion similar to the pr 
sent had been made in this house, mud 
as I esteemed and loved him, and still mop 
dearly as I loved his son, the late eail,] 
should have been the very foremost to op 


Lpose it. Thinking, asI do, of the disg. 


trous effects of that system, which I belo 
stated to have prevailed through the 
sent reign, I cannot but accuse the it 
minister of having, I will not say crim 
nally, for the expression might sound, fi 
some ears, too harsh, but, most unforty 
nately, lent his brilliant talents and ty 
commanding eloquence, to the support ¢f 
it. ‘In having done so, and with the know 
ledge he must have had Of it, I esteem 
him the more culpable, as without thi 
splendour of mental endowment, whid 
enabled him to throw a veil over the i 
deous deformity of the system alluded 
I am fully persuaded, that it could im 
have resisted the attacks made upon it, ail 
consequently could not have existed, ail 
spread its baneful influence half so lot 
No man can be more desirous than I a 
to bury in oblivion the remembrance @ 
those contests in which we had so Ioy 
been engaged. This I shewed plainly enow 
while he was alive. But, I cannot conser 
to confer public honours, on the groundd 
his being an “ excellent statesman,” 0 
the man, who, in my opinion, was th 
sole, certainly the chief supporter of1 
system, which J had early been taught 
consider as a bad one. 


Thinking thus, it : 


cannot be expected that I should so ff: 


forget my public duty, and the principls 
which I have uniformly professed, as 


subscribe to the condemnation of thie: 


principles, by agreeing to the motion ni 
before the house. But, I defy the hm 
gent., I defy any person who differs fits 
me, I defy any one of those who are mii 
desirous of misrepresenting my motive 
topoint out any possible feeling of inter 
or ambition, that could induce me ‘to 
pose it. ‘My motive is a sense of pul 


Kduty, which would be violated, if Iw 


to agree to confer honours, on grou 
which to me do not appear to warrant 
concurrence. Sir, ‘I am sorry that} 
motion was ever mace. I said so bel 
and if those who were most nearly @ 
nected with Mr. Pitt by the ties of jm 
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and who may be supposed to be most in- 
terested in Ins glory, and the respect that 
jgto attend his memory, had been consult- 
ed, 1 believe a mode might have been 
gsuck out, by which a suitable mark of 
respect might have been conferred on him, 
without reducing us to thisdilemma. Now, 
powever, itis too late. The thing is done, 
und cannot be helped, and nothing remains 
for us but to do our duty, however much 
our feelings may be hurt by the perform- 
ance, 1 must therefore conclude with 
saying, that, in my Opinion, my public 
duty does call upon me in the most impe- 
rious and irresistible manner, to oppose 
the motion ; and that however paintul to 
my feelings in every respect it muy be, | 
must do ny duty. 

- Lord Castlereagh said, that the few ob- 
yervations which he had to submit to the 
house upon this subject, were not meant 
gomuch as a reply to what had fallen from 
the hon. member who had just sat down, 
and who had spoken throughout by no 
means in the spirit of an adversary, but 
father with a liberality that was highly ho- 
sourable to his feelings and character. 
The testimony of the hon. gent. to the ex- 
gited virtue, and the incorruptible honour 
@hisright hon. friend, must be peculiarly 
gratifying to all. those who revered the me- 
mory, who valued the fame of the illustri- 
ous personage who was the subject of this 
debate. Upon the arguments of that hon. 
geut. in opposition to this motion, it was 
not his intention to reason. ‘This, in fact, 
was not @ question to be determined by 
argument. It was quite a question of 
feeling. The acquiescence of that house 
‘and the country, in such a proposition, 
was more to be looked for from intuitive 
feeling than from cold reason; and if that 
feeling did not exist, it was in vain to 
think of arguing men into it. With re- 
gard to the. allusions which had been made 
an the course of the debate to the merits 
‘of that distinguished person, the late earl 
of Chatham, and the attempts to contrast 
these merits with those of Mr. Pitt, he felt 
himself justified in saying, that there was a 
ety marked distinction between the. cases 
ofboth. The different circumstances in 


which they were placed, must be taken in- 


‘towonsideration before any fair estimate 
could. be formed of their relative merits. 
‘Mr, Pitt, it was known, had to manage 
‘the government in. times of peculiar peril, 


om ‘@t-an era indeed unparalleled in the history 


‘f this:country.or of the world—without 
- Vou VI. ; 
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any precedent whatever-to assist his judg+ 
ment, much less.to direct his way. In 
that unprecedented situation, Mr. Pitt 
conducted himself in such a manner as to 
merit the approbation and obtain the con- 
fidence of parliament and the country. 
Was it, then, too much on the part of the 
friends of such @ man to require the pro- 
posed mark of public respect and. grati- 
tude? or would it be consistent with the 
honour of parliament, or agreeable to the 
feelings of the country, to withhold it? 
But the danger of precedent had been 
dwelt upon. It was contended that simi- 
lar honours had been withheld from men 
ot equally eminent abilities. A right hon, 
gentleman (Mr. Windham) had mentioned, 
that the splendid talents and public servi 
ces of Mr. Burke gave him a mucly higher 
claim to public honours than could be as- 
serted to belong to the character.of Mr, 
Pitt. For the memory of Mr. Burke the 
noble lord professed the utmost reverence; 
for the services which he had rendered his 
country he felt the warmest gratitude. 
Towards that great and meritorious in- 
dividual he could not be supposed to 
entertain the same degree of admira- 
tion with that which was, no» doubt, 
felt by the mght hon. gent. who had 
the good fortune to possess the op» 
portunity, ‘from intimate intercourse, to 
observe the virtues and to appreciate the 
merits of that great man. But although 
he had notithe advantage of such oppor. 
tunity, still he admired sincerely and 
warmly the character of Mr. Burke. He 
conceived, however, that the character of 
this celebrated individual was not of such 
amature as to warrant any man in bring- 
ing it into competition with that of Mr. 
Pitt. ‘There were so many points of dif- 
ference between the two men, that a 
comparison between them could not be 
fairly instituted. Indeed, the right hon. 
gent. himself must be aware, that how- 
ever he might regret the circumstance, he 
could not persuade parliament, upon just 
grounds, to adjudicate to Mr. Burke the 
same honours that were now proposed to 
be done to the remains of Mr. Pitts:, Dif- 
fering widely as he did from the gentlemen 
on the other side, as to the conduct of the 
recent transactions on the continent, how- 
ever unfortunate theresult, he could not 
in.the slightest degree assent to the justice 
of the assertion, that these transactions 
served to abate the claims of his deceased 
friend to the esteem of that house and the 
F 
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country. Quite the contrary. But into 
this subject he did not at present wish to 
enter. That would more properly come 
before the house at another.time ; and he 
deprecated the idea of any man voting 
upon this occasion who should. suffer -his 
mind to be influenced by the contemplation 
of that subject, upon which but very few 
men at present were enabled to form a cor- 
rect opinion, The documents necessury 
* to a full understanding of the cofiduct of 
ministers would be speedily laid before 
the house. The means.they had employed, 
the measures they had pursued, would be 
entirely made known; and upon a full 
and fair review, it would be for the house 
to judge; but he protested against any 
premature judgment. His own sentiment, 
he had no hesitation to say,. coincided 
with that which the house had heard from 


the hon. officer who sat on the same side 


with him (gen. Tarleton). From the 
most ample enquiry he was able to make, 
the conviction of his mind was, that the 
conduct of the last six months of his de- 
ceased friend’s administration evinced a 
series of the most splendid efforts, not 
only for the salvation of this country but 
of Europe. If these efforts had failed, he 
was persuaded it would appear that their 
failure was not the result of any fatality 
that was justly attributable to him. If 
they failed through the weakness of those 
courts with whom we were to co-operate, 
or through the incapacity of those to 


whom the execution of their plans was. 


intrusted ; if it was not the fortune of Mr. 
Pitt to meet a correspondent energy in 
those who were equally interested in the 
common cause, whose effective aid was 
essential to the accomplishment of his 
projects, surely that was not to be ascribed 
to him as a ground of incapacity. As far 
us his arrangements could extend, as far 
as his influence could operate, as far as 
he was implicated, there was not the sha- 
dow of doubt that his conduct would 
prove, upon the fullest investigation, to 
have been: not merely free from blame, 
but entitled to praise. Passing, however, 
by the’whole of this question, he saw quite 
enoutitgin the eventful life of Mr. Pitt, to 
justify the highest eulogium. The judg- 
ment, activity, and: resolution, manifested 
by his deceased friend during the progress 
of the French Revolution, was amply suffi- 
cient to sustain ‘even: more than the pro- 
position before the house, ‘This, however, 
he was aware was nota ground upon which 
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he could rest any claim. to praise fron 
the hon. gent. who spoke last, or thog 


friends who immediately surrounded hig, 


because they uniformly opposed his ‘ight 
hon. friend; but certainly it was om 
which entitled him to expect the acquie, 
cence of the right hon. gent. on the lowe 
bench (Mr. Windham) and others, whog 
that period thought it their duty to sep, 
rate from their present connections, anf 
rally themselves with Mr. Pitt, whog 
energy, wisdom and patriotism were, for 
several years, the favourite theme of their 
panegyric. Surely those hon. gentlema 
could not consistently deny that the adm 
nistration of Mr. Pitt, during that impop 
tant period, alone warranted his friend 
in claiming for him the most honourabk 
and elevated distinction.—As to. the ob 
jections that were made to. the particul 
terms of the motion, he felt that it woul 
be quite impossible to draw it up in sud 
a way as at once to meet the wishes @ 
Mr. Pitt’s friends, to correspond wih 
those feelings which his death was so pecy 
liarly calculated to excite, and at the sam 
time to be perfectly reconcileable with th 
sentiments of those gentlemen on the othe 
side, who had been in the habit of acting 
in direct opposition to him throughout th 
whole of his public life. Upon suchs 
subject it was much to be regretted thi 
any dissention should arise. It was si, 
cerely the wish of Mr. Pitt’s friends 
avoid it. But still it was felt that Mr. Pith 
friends should not shrink from their duty, 
should not suppress their feelings,’ should 
not withold from great public merit a jus 
tribute of public respect merely to avoid 
the hazard of incurring some difference d 


opinion.—Although the support of the 0 


hon. gent. on the other side was not 
be calculated upon, he had no doubt: thé 
the motion would be adopted. — Indeel 


he felt confident that it would. The houw§, 


would act inconsistently with its owg, 


opinion, repeatedly expressed, if it het 
tated to recognize the merit, if it declinel 
to distinguish the memory of Mr. Pith 
Such a thing was not ta be supposed pos 
sible. Unanimity upon such a questidl 
was, no doubt, highly desirable ; but. that 
he clearly saw was not to be obtained 
It was evidently impossible to models 
motion of this nature, so as to make 
agreeable to the sentiments of the: geullé 
men on the other side. Yet, for himsél 
he must say, that, were he to have frame 
a motion. from hisown, perhaps partial: 
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ings, it would have been much stronger 
than that now before the house. Impres- 
ged as he was with the eminent virtues, the 
transcendant talents, the distinguished ser- 
vice of his deceased friend, he had no 
dificulty in stating, that be should have 
felt the compliment paid to bis illustrious 
father, and which his hon. friend had copied, 
father cold and inadequate on this occa- 
sion; but it was deemed advisable to tol- 
low the precedent chalked out in the case 
of lord Chatham, and the precise words 
were adoptad ; because, even highly as 
Mr. Pitt’s friends, with justice, esteemed 
his merits, it was not conceived right to 
tyke any novel or extraordinary proceed- 
ing, to mark the public deference for his 
character. It was not thought just to 
place the name of Mr, Pitt on such a 
pedestal, as should by its comparative 
gevation depress the distinction and con- 
sequence of other meritorious public men. 
=With respect to the observations of a 
learned gent. on the other side, (Mr. 
Ponsonby) that the system pursued by 
Mr, Pitt should be altogether abandoned, 
‘that it should be interred with him, he 
begged to remark to the learned gent. 
nay, he would advise him, if he wished 
fo attach the confidence of parliament and 
the country to the party with which he 
acted; to adopt a diflerent tone. Tor he 
had little doubt, that if dangers should 
arise similar to those against which Mr. 
Pitt contended, the councils of the country 
would feel it necessary to recur to the 
system of Mr. Pitt. ‘The efficacy of that 
system had been experienced, its benefit 
to the country was universally felt and 
acknowledged. ‘To that system we, in fact, 
“owed the internal peace of England amid 
the convulsions of Europe, and the secu- 
tity of the English constitution. ‘To that 
system the learned gent. owed the conse- 
quence he possessed, the honours that 
awaited him. Any deviations, therefore, 
ftom such a system, under similar circum- 
stances, it was not wise to recommend ; 
and sure he was, that such recommen- 
dation would not be graciously received 
among the respectable and intelligent 
‘part of the people.—Adverting to the re- 
‘marks that had been made on the alleged 
failures of Mr. Pitt, the noble lord chal- 
any gent. to. mention a minister in 
‘he-history of the country, who, if success 
Were to be the criterion upon which pub- 
dig honours were to be voted, was by any 
‘Means entitled to such honours as Mr, Pitt. 





[70 


Had not that distinguished person saved 
the constitution? -Had not ‘the measures 
of his administration been productive of 
unprecedented prosperity? ~ And were 
not the success of our arms in war, infi- 
nitely more splendid than any thing that 
had heen achieved during the adminis- 
tration of every one of his predecessors, 
not even excepting that of his illustrious 
father? Whether we looked to the amount 
of our military forces, and their efficiency 
wherever they had occasion to act; whether 
we looked to our means of defence or 
attack, we saw ample grounds to assert the 
success, to panegyrize the wisdom and 
vigour of Mr. Pitt. But if we looked to 
our navy, what an impressive testimony 
of his active vigilance and provident at. 
tention presented itself to our view! It 
was notorious, that, under his administra- 
tion, that important branch of our power 
had advanced by rapid progression, and 
attained unparalleled glory. In that de 
partment indeed, his administration pre-~ 
sented a series of the most brilliant suc- 
cesses, terminating in that glorious action 
which immediately preceded his death, 
which from its character and result, seem- 
ed to have crowned the expectation which 
even a sanguine admiration of the British 
navy would induce one‘to form.—The 
noble lord expressed a hope that the feel- 
ings by which he was actuated, would 
plead his excuse for trespassing so long 
on the attention of the house. He pro. 
fessed the utmost anxiety to.avoid any 
observation that had the. least tendency 
to render the debate personal, or to pro- 
voke party feelings. In this, indeed, he 
but imitated the conduct of the gentlemen 
on the other side, who had throughout 
performed what they conceived to be their 
duty, in a manner that redounded highly 
to their credit. Certainly, the friends of 
Mr. Pitt had no reason to complain of 
any part of the course pursued by these 
gentlemen. Not an expression was heard 
that was calculated to excite an unplea- 
sant sensation; and he was happy to per- 
ceive that the discussion was, on the whole, 
not less honourable to the individuals en- 
gaged in it, than it was creditable to the 
individual who was the subject of it. 

Mr. Wilberforce rose, to bear testimony 
to the great public virtues and splendid ta- 
lents of Mr. Pitt, in whom he declared the 
love of country was to be found as sincere 
and ardent as ever yet existed in any human 
bosom. With regard to the assertion, that 
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success was a proper criterion by which to 
appreciate the merit of a great man, the 
hon, gent. reprobated the idea, as incon-} 
sistent with wisdom and justice. But if the 
character of Mr. Pitt were to be tried by 
that rule, where were we to look among 
the great men of ancient or modern times, 
for any who had stronger claims to the gra- 
titude and respect of their country, than 
those which could be advanced in favour 
of that illustrious personage? Suecess, 
however, might be, in many instances, a 
very erroneous criterion of real merit. Re- 
sults might sometimes arise, the cause and 
credit of which might not at all belong to 
the plan of operations intended to pro- 
duce them. He was aware that parlia- 
ment acted entirely from results, in voting 
addresses for naval or military achieve- 
ments.‘ But the reason of that mode of 
proceeding was obvious. ‘The parliament 
could ‘not act as a military or naval court 
martial. It did not belong to them to en- 
quire, or to plan or conduct. Upon such 
subjects they could only decide from results. 
But the case was quite different with regard 
to great projects of domestic or foreign po- 
licy. Such projects the house was able to 
examine, and, upon examination, they 
might appear to have been contrived with 
the utmost wisdom, although productive 
of very unfortunate results, through the 
weakness or treachery of those employed 
to carry them into execution. The appli- 
cation of these general remarks, the hon. 
gent. observed, must be obvious: they were 
meant to guard against premature impres- 
sions upon a subject, into which he would 
not enter further at present, as he was. 
very unwilling to utter any sentiment upon 
this occasion, that was likely to excite op- 
position. He would offer no opinion upen 
the subject of the last campaign, but sim- 
ply observe, that it did not tollow, that, 
because success was on the side of the ene- 
my, Mr. Pitt-was to be allowed no merit. 
This question, however, was yet to be. de- 
termined; -and, until the determination 
should be pronounced, he would not pre- 
tend to say that his deceased friend was de- 
serving of praise, at the same time that he, 
protested against the applicationof censure. | 
But, oyerlooking this question altogether, 
there was a part of Mr, Pitt's political life, 
upon which the world had long determined, | 
avhich fully entitled that great.ornament of 
his country to his country’s best wishes.) 
When the revolutionary spirit-had convul-' 
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world, that distinguished statesman com 
pletely succeeded, by the vigour and sagy 
city of his measures, in preventing tha 
dreadful plague from reaching us. This 
was the main source of his distinction ; ‘thiy 
was the great pedestal of his fame:—The 
hon. gent. pronounced an high eulogium 9 
the manner in which the proposition hag 
been discussed by the gentlemen on th 
other side. ‘Their conduct, he conceived 
to be not only honourable to their own chy 
racter, but to that of their, country. | 
afforded a signal instance, that the spirit 
of party could not operate in the breasts of 
“nglishmen, to extinguish those feeli 
and sentiments, which enable men, fait 
to judge of character, and justly to ¢& 
timate merit. He declared that he fet 
great satisfaction in contemplating the 
course of this discussion, which he hadm 
doubt would terminate in the adoption 
his hon. friend’s motion. ‘To that motio 
he was happy to give his warmest suppott, 
and that he felt but a small tribute of de 
ference to the memory of a man who wa 
ever the object of, his esteem and adiaia 
tion, who was equally distinguished fm 
great talents, for exalted character, for en 
larged views, for personal purity, and for 
indefatigable patriotism. Of him, indeed, 
it might well be said, that the first wish of bis 
heart was the good of his fellow creatures, 
and the sole ebject of his study that of bis 
country. Undoubtedly, had self been 
any consequence in his consideration, he 
might have materially contributed to pm 
inote bis own views of policy by cultivating 
connections and private friendships. Bat 
to these things, which are so diligently 
consulted, and which are of such materia 
use to other public men, Mr. Pitt was quik 
inattentive. To whatever regarded hisow 
interest, he was perfectly indifferent. In 
deed this distinguished man -was always 
forgetting himself, but ever remembering 
his country. 

Sir Robert Weiltams said, that he wasmot 
aware he could make any motion to efiect 
his wishes, but that he hoped and trusted 
that. the friends of the illustrious person 
who was the subject of the debate, would 
aij attend his remains to the grave.—The 
house then divided, and the numbers were” 

For Mr. Lascelles’ niotion 258 
Against it 9 
ority 
The ayes -having come ‘forth, were ad- 





sed France, and alarmed the whole —— 


dressed by lord Castlereagh, while inde 
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lobby, nearly in the’ following words:— 










COM« 
sage Gentlemen, to-morrow the Treaties alluded 
that # to in his majety’s speech, will be laid before 
This § the house; and a day will probably be 
; this pamed fordiscussing that great question, 
~The § involving so much of the merits and cha-| 
mon! racterof Mr. Pitt. I hope and trust, that 
» had tlemen will give a full attendance on, 
n the § that day; which will be more necessary, as’ 
eived § we have lost the. splendid talents of that 
n cha § great man.—Strangers were not re-admmitted 





jnto the gallery; but, we are informed, 
that Mr. Cartwright gave notice ofa motion 
for Monday next, for the payment of Mr. 
Pitt’s debts. 















fairl —_—_ 

a HOUSE OF LORDS. 

- the Tuesday, January 28. 

hadm— fContrnentat War.] Lord Mulgrave 
tion § said, he was commanded by his. majesty 
notion f to lay before the house copies of trea- 
ipport, f ties entered into between his majesty 
of def and the king-of Sweden, and the empe- 
10 wef tor of Russia, and also of the accession 
diait | thereto of the emperor of Germany and 
ed fn} Austria. He wished there had been a 
fore § fuller attendance of their lordships, in or- 
and for} der that he might have fully explained the, 
ndeed, | season of expediency and necessity, which 
1 of his} -he conceived to exist, for withbolding cer- 
ature, § tain articles which formed parts of those 
t of his} treaties. This explanation he should, un- 
yeen aif der the present circumstances, reserve, un- 






til the remainder of the documents should 
be laid on their lordships’ table. He 
thought it his duty, however, to state now 
4o their lordships, that to the treaty of St. 
Petersburgh, as it now existed, or at least 
as itcame to this country, there were at- 
tached fifteen supplementary articles; of 
these, the tenth article was never ratified 5 
it was of course, therefore, nugatory, and 
af no-validity: of the remaining articles, 
the second, third, seveuth, and ninth, con- 
fained recitals, the publication of which 
might be: injurious to the welfare or the 
salety of other nations; and, therefore, it 
had been thought expedient to withhold 
them. -He could, at the same time, assure 
‘heir lordships, that the articles he had just 
itlluded to, were merely conditional and 
Prospective, and did not bear upon any 
‘of the points of the question respecting the 

transactions upon the content, which 
their dordships would have to discuss. 
With:respect to the propriety of withhold- 
fing sthese ‘articles, he was convinced no 
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and those with whom he had the honour 
to act, than a desire to do nothing that 
should be in the least detrimental to any 
of those powers to whom the treaties re- 
ferred. ‘They could, indeed, have no other 
motive, as those who, in all probability, 
would shortly succeed to the offices occu- 
pied by himself and his colleagues, would 
have an opportunity of investigating the 
documents themselves, and of judging whe. 
ther or not his majesty’s present ministers 
had been actuated by a proper caution in 
withholding them. With some of those 
noble lords, who would probably soon suc- 
ceed to office, he had not the honour of be- 
ing personally acquainted; with respect te 
others, he could rely most confidently upon 
their candour and justice; and even if they 
should be convinced that his majesty’s pre- 
sent ministers had been too cautious in this 
instance, he was satisfied ‘they would de 
ample justice to the purity of the motives 
which actuated himself and his colleagues, 
when they inspected the documents «which 
were now withheld, and which would thea 
come into their possession. He-was at the 
same time most anxious that every docue 
ment which could with safety or propriety 
be produced, should be laid before the 
house, in order that the whole of the late | 
transactions onthe continent might be 
fully developed and laid open for discussion, 
He was ready to admit that the unfortunate 
issue of the late events on the continent, 
that that unfortunate transaction which put 
a period to the hopes derived from the em- 
ployment of vast resources, demanded in- 
vestigation; but he was equally ready to 
declare that his majesty’s ministers did not 
shrink from the discussion, that they wish- 
ed to meet it fairly and fully in every part. 
It was still nore his anxious wish that the 
discussion might take place, in order that 
the character of that illustrious statesman, 
that earnest aad anxious patriot, whase loss 
they all deeply deplored, might be fully 
cleared, as it undoubtedly would be, ‘from 
any imputation arising from the contempla- 
tion of the late unfortunate events on the 
continent. He was fully convinced, that 
the result of such -a-discussion would ‘be 
a thorough justification of the plans of ‘his 
majesty’s ministers, and a-complete refuta- 
tion of every attack made upon that illustri« 
ous statesman, in consequenee of the unfor- 
tunate issue of a well-concerted plan. He 


‘should decline entering into any farther 
discussion of the subject at present; when 
‘the papers were printed, a day-would-pro- 





itther: motive could be imputed.to bimself, 
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bably be:fixed for the investigation of the 
' subject, when he should enter at large into 
its consideration. The papers were then 
ordered to lie on the table. The duke of 
Norfolk urged the necessity of their being 
printed. Lord Hawkesbury replied, that 
being laid before the house by his majesty’s 
command, they would be printed by the 
king’s order. . 
[Vote or THANKS TO THE Navy)] 
‘Lord Hawkesbury rose, pursuant to notice, 
to move the thanks of the house to vice- 
admiral lord Collingwood, and the officers 
and men under his command, for their 
cénduct in the action, and achieving the 
glorious victory off Trafalgar, on the 21st 
of October last. In stating the grounds on 
which that motion proceeded, respecting 
which, he felt confident, there would be no 
difference of opinion in that house, he be- 
lieved it would not be deemed irrelevant 
in him, before he proceeded farther, to en- 
deavour to pay that tribute of applause, 
which they all must feel was due to that 
great and illustrious commander, under 
whose auspices that signal and glorious 
victory was achieved, whom it was the mis- 
fortune of the country to Jose in the mo- 
‘ment of victory; but a consummation, so 
glorious to himself, incontrovertibly estab- 
ished his claim to the meed of immortal 
honour, ‘That, however, was not the sole 
-misfortane the country had recently expe- 
rienced, She had the misfortune, within 
a few months, to lose two of the most dis- 
tinguished military and political characters 
that ever graced her annals, at an early, 
and about the same period of their re- 
spective lives; under circumstances, and at 
atime, when all the abilities, vigour, ta- 
lent, and energy of the country, was requi- 
site for her preservation. He felt, that 
part of what he now alluded to, was fo- 
reign from the subject he had regularly to 
observe upon, but so much more strongly 
the occasion which suggested it, that he 
-could not repress its expression. His lord- 
ship proceeded to expatiate upon the cha- 
racter of the other illustrious individual, 
who was the subject of his recent general 
panegyric. The whole life of that great 
officer, he observed, was devoted to the 
.gervice of his country; and never did there 
-exist a person more fully and variously 
.qualified effectually to forward that service, 
‘than the noble and gallant viscount, to, 
-whom he alluded. In,contemplating his 
.professional character, it was.impossible to 


refrain from adverting to the merits of those 
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who had the opportunity of improving tho 
talents, and directing that spirit of entey 
prise and intrepidity which displayed j 

in his earlier years. On this head, m 

credit was due to sir Peter Parker, to lon 
Hood, to earl St. Vincent, and other dig 
tinguished officers, to whom such opporty 
nities were afforded. To these, for theig 
early distinguishing, and calling into action, 
the important qualifications, with which 
the late gallant viscount was so eminently 
endowed, much praise was due; and so far, 
it might be said, those distinguished officers, 
in the first instance, contributed their pary 
to the glorious and important services he 
subsequently rendered. 
ever, to these great and pre-eminent cont 
derations, of theimportant victories of the 


Nile, Copenhagen, and Trafalgar, that their § 


lordships were alone to look fdr the merits 
and perfections of that gallant officer; on 
various occasions, even in the earliest part 
of his professional life, they were eminently 
to be found. His various services, as4 
subordinate officer, while on the Mediter 
ranean station, were, ip that point of view, 
particularly to be regarded. In that quar 
ter, not ouly his zeal and intrepidity wer 
repeatedly manifested, but his talents and 
professional skill, and in a way which wa 
unequalled by any other officer in similar 
circumstances! and the same superior dit 
play of talent and enterprise was uniformly 
exhibited by him on every occasion of s¢ 
parate command. When his majesty wa 
first pleased to order a specific remunera- 
tion for his services, on the formal repre 
sentation thereof, which, on his part, be 
came necessary on such an occasion, that 
illustrious officer had truly set forth, that 
he was concerned in the capture of seven 
ships of the line, ten frigates, and a num 
ber of smaller armed vessels; that he had 
been one hundred and twenty times in a& 
tion with his majesty’s enemies, that he 
had lost one of his limbs, and one of his 
eyes. These were among the services of 
his early life, when he was yet compar 
tively unknown to the country as a distin 
guished commander, and previous to thor 
glorious and immortal victories whichetet 
nised his fame to all posterity. \ Onvall 
these ‘more important occasions, to-which 
extensive command and _ proportionate fe 


sponsibility were attached, his powers 


exertions appeared to grow and to increas, 
in proportion to the magnitude and il 
portance of the service on which:he wé 
employed.—The late glorious action f 
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Trafalgar, the circumstances of which were 
so recent and so fresh in all their lord- 
ships’ minds, it was needless to expatiate 
on; suffice it to say, that in extensive and 
important consequences, It exceeded every 
thing of the kind that graced the annals of 
the country. That glorious victory bore 
the same proportion in its magnitude, bril- 
jiancy, and important consequences, to the 
achievement at Copenhagen, that the latter 
did to the previously unparalleled victory 
of the Nile, and which, in fact, that victory 
did, in all those respects, to every other 
that preceded it. It seemed as if the ener- 
gies of his mind, and the powers of his 
exertion, expanded, and progressively in- 
creased, on the respective occasions of those 
glorious victories, and in each of them he 
seemed to surpass what he had exhibited 
in the foregoing instance. The superior 
endowments possessed by the gullant ad- 
miral, were not to be considered alone as 
operating through himself; his example 
and influence pervaded all those who were 
placed under him in-command ; his merits 
were not confined to that glorious energy 
he displayed in the heat of action; the 
coolness and discrimination of his mind, 
formed a pre-eminent trait in his character; 
his promptitude to make the most of every 
advantage that presented itself; a most 
striking instance of which, and of unpre- 
cedented presence of mind, was manifested 
in his conduct in the critical and important 
affair at Copenhagen. ‘These, however, 
were far fron: constituting the whole of his 
merits as an officer; his breast burned with 
@pure, a noble, a generous love of glory, 
which was the main spring of all his he- 
toicactions ; and he had the faculty of elec. 
trifying all those 2round him with a similar 
enthusiasm. No marks of ferocity or cruel- 
ty, which so often stained the laurels of 
successful victories, ever dimmed the lustre 
of his achievements; but humanity and 
mercy were the characteristics of his glo- 
tious conduct after the hour of victory. 
His conduct in private life was equally ad- 
mirable with that which he uniformly ma- 
nifested in his professional career. All the 
virtues which could adorn human nature, 
were to be found in the illustrious Nelson. 
The attribute of mercy was what most 
eminently distinguished him, In the lan- 
guage.of the poet, it was not his wish to 
“Wade through slaughter to a throne, 
* Or shut the gates of mercy on mankiad.” 

Itwas impossible the glorious example of 
wuch 8 man could be without a. correspond- 
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ent effect on the character of others. In 
this way was to be considered the conduct 
of many of those who were placed under 
his command. ‘The high opinion which 
the gallant lord expressed for that merito~ 
rious officer, whose conduct was more re=« 
gularly the subject of consideration that 
night, was equally creditable to both. On 
deaving this country, he expressed his sa- 
tisfaction at the appointment of the noble. 
Collingwood to the command; and his per- 
fect confidence in his skill, talentsand exer. 
tions, He then proceeded tocomment onthe 
gallant and meritorious conduct of lord Col- 
lingwood, in the action off Trafalgar, and 
of which many of, the most skilful of the 
profession spoke in terms of. unqualified 
applause. ‘The first motion which he had 
to submit to their lordships was, for the 
thanks of the house to vice-admiral lord 
Collingwood ; the second was for the like 
to rear-admiral the earl of Northesk; and, 
lastly, to the subordinate officers and sea- 
men under their command ;-and, if ever 
skill and bravery were manifested by Bri- 
tish officers and seamen, on any one occas 
sion more than another, it was in the ac- 
tion off Trafalgar. Of this splendid and 
important victory, there was one prominent 
circumstance to be considered ; namely, the 
great inequality of the contending fleets. He 
had to apologise to their lordships, for having 
detained them rather longer than was usual 
on such instances, but the proportionably 
greater magnitude and importance of the 
particular occasion, he trusted, would plead 
his excuse. He then moved, “ That the 
thanks of this house be given to vice-adthi- 
ral lord Collingwood, for his very gallant 
and meritorious conduct in the command 
of the fleet under the late admiral lord 
viscount Nelson, in the action off C 
Trafalgar, on the 21st of October last, and 
that the lord Chancellor do communicate 
the said thanks to his lordship.” 

The Duke of Clarence stated, that he 
did not rise for the purpose of. proposing 
an amendment, or creating a difference of 
opinion respecting the resolution which the 
noble secretary of state had . introduced, 
with a degree of eloquence and feeli 
which claimed his particular thanks. He 
had, however, prepared some words, which 
after a few observations, he would read to 
the house, and their lordships would adopt 
them, if they thought proper... .H. R. H. 
then went. into the details of the profes- 
sional life of lord Nelson, during the 23 
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years he had the honour of being acquaint- 
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ed with him. He stated, that one of the 
most excellent features in the character of 
his late gallant friend, was that devout 
sense of religion which he preserved in 
every situation of his life. As a proof of 
what he had mentioned, he would read, 
with permission of the house, the last lines 
which lord Nelson had written. So com- 
posed was he, that when the fleet was ad- 
vancing to force the enemy’s line, and be- 
fore the firing began, which did not com- 
mence until after the line had been broken, 
he sat down aud wrote what he should now 
read. The illustrious duke then read a 
prayer, the first sentence of which was to 
the following purport: “ May Almighty 
God, whom } worship with all my heart, 
for the sake of my country and of all Eu- 
rope, grant me a glorious victory!’ ‘The 
last sentence expressed his determination 
not to forget “* the duties of humanity ;” and 
the prayer concluded with ‘“ amen, amen, 
amen.” H.R. H. then read the form of 
words in which he wished the resolution 
should be couched ; differing but little from 
that moved by lord Hawkesbury, except 
that it conveyed the thanks of the house 
to lord Collingwood,’ for ‘ his decision in 
destroying the ships which hed been cap- 
tured.” H.R. H. did not think such an 
amendment unusual; a similar one, he 
imagmed had been moved, when a noble 
Jord’ near him (earl Spencer) was at the 
head of the Amiralty. 

Earl Spencer said, he did not recollect 
any such amendment. He was glad that 
what fell from the royal duke, prevented 
his giving a silent vote upon a subject of 
such importance, and on which he felt so 
deeply. He fally agreed with every thing 
that fell from the noble secretary of state; 
but thoagh the country had to lament the 
Joss of lord Nelson, yet he trusted his glo- 
rious example would inspire the breasts of 
other communders, in every particular, to 
émtlate his admirable conduct. 

Lord Hawkesbury thought it unusual to 
word such niotions so minutely, which it 
Was the usage of parliament to express in 
the most general terms. He should, 
‘however, willingly adopt the spirit of that 
‘part of the amendment which recognized 
the services ‘performed by lord Colling- 
wood, after the battle of Trafalgar, 

Lord Hood rose and spoke as follows; 
¥ catinot refrain from troublitg your lord- 
Ships with a few words, from the very high 
‘opifiion “I have Jong entertained of that: 


as well as of the earl of Northesk, and the 
very many captains I have a high respect 
for, that bore so conspicuous a part in the 
glorious and unparalleled victory of Tye. 
lalgar ; and I will venture to presage, that 
the noble lord now im the command of 
his majesty’s fleet in the Mediterran 
wants only an Opportunity to prove himy 
self another Nelson, in judgment as welf 
as valour. No one is better able to estis 
mate the transcendent mevit of the laty 
viscount Nelson than I am, as it was 
good fortune to have his lordship three 
years under my command, with opportu. 
nities of placing him in situations that gave 
full scope for the exercise of that zeal, 
judgment, and bravery, I well knew to be 
inherent in him; therefore, whatever tends 
to perpetuate to the latest posterity the 
great and brilliant services of my late mueh 
lamented, and truly respected friend, must 
have my most cordial approbation; andito 
give it, is highly gratifying to my feelings, 
After what has been so very ably, fully, 
and justly expressed by the noble mover, 
it would ill become me to trespass longer 
on your lordships’ indulgence. 

Lord Sidmouth said, he could not com 
tent himself with giving a silent vote upot 
the motion before their lordships. The 
events of the last summer were among the 
most brilliant achievements. which were to 
be found in the naval annals of England, 
There was not one of those actions which 
was not entitled to distinct praise ; but the 
victory of ‘Trafalgar stood proudly pre 
eminent, and eclipsed the glory which 
would otherwise bave encircled them. He 
should consider it as one of the happiest 
circumstances of his life that he had been 
connected in administration with a noble 
earl (St. Vincent), to whose judgment the 
selection of lord Nelson for the command 
in the Mediterranean was to be attributed, 
Of the zeal and distinguished talents of 
that great commander he had occasion to 
judge, and the result of his judgment was, 
that no officer was ever better qualified for 
the important enterprizes which ‘had been 
committed to him. He had left bebind 
him a name which would ever exist in the 
memory of his countrymen. The feelings 
which his glorious but lamented death had 


Jexcited, even smothered and suppressed 


the exultation which would otherwise have 
followed the great event that had/occa- 
sioned ‘it, It was one of the great quali- 
ties inherent: in his character, thet he’ it» 
Spired all around him: with the same 





traly meritorious officer lord Collingwood, 
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lant enthusiasm and ardent zeal in the ser- 
yice of his country which he felt himself. 
jn the prime of his life, in the blaze of his 
fame, he had fallen. His death had made au 
indelible and Jastingimpression on the hearts 
ofhis countrymen, but it had this of conse- 
lation in it, that it left a glowing example 
to future times. With the highest opinion 
of the conduct of lord Collingwood in 
the late action, for which no praise could 
be too great, he wished the illustrious 
duke would not insist upon the amendment 
which he had read. He thought it advise- 
able, upon such occasions, to adhere as 
closely as possible to former precedents. 

Lord Hawkesbury observed, with respect 
tothe latter part of the royal duke’s a- 
mendnent, the insertion of the words 
“and for his conduct after the action,” 
would be totally unobjectionable, and ge- 
nerally met his royal highness’s idea. The 
words were, therefore, ordered to be in- 
serted; and the motion, so amended, was 

dto, nem. diss.—His lordship then 
proposed the thanks of the house to rear- 
admiral the earl of Northesk, for his con- 
duct in the said action, and to the several 
captains and subordinate officers in the 
feet, A short conversation here took 
place between the duke of Clarence, the 
lord chancellor, and the noble secretary of 
state, chiefly on the most regular form of 
couching the motions: H. R. H. thinking 
the thanks to rear-admiral the earl of 
Northesk ought to be the subject of a sepa- 
tatemotion. At length the propriety of this 
observation seemed to be admitted, and 
the motion was divided accordingly. The 
thanks of the house to the petty officers 
and seamen, and to the royal marines, fol- 
lowed, and were voted with equal unani- 
mity. The thanks of the house were then 
moved also to rear-admiral sir Richard 
Strachan, for his gallant and meritorious 
conduct, in the capture of a squadron of 
theenemy, &c. and afterwards to the of- 
fers and seamen under his command. 

The Duke of Clarence took the oppor- 
tunity to express his very high approbation 
of the character and professional conduct 
of the gallant officer in question, particu- 
larly on the important occasion which gave. 
tise to the present motion. 

The Duke of Norfolk took the opportu- 
ity to make some general observations, 
tespecting: the conduct and character of 
cettain other officers, who were, perhaps, 
equally deserving. of the praise and the gra- 
tude of their country. He alluded to 
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officers, who were employed in hard and 
close services, watching the enemy year 
after year, and through all weathers; who 
displayed the greatest zeal and- talents, 
aud wanted only the opportunity to signa- 
lize themselves, perhaps as brilliantly as 
those who were more fortunate. Such, 
for instance, was the case of that vete- 
ran deserving officer, admiral Cornwallis. 
With respect also to sir Robert Calder, be 
seemed to express his regret at what had 
taken place. He certainly, with an infe- 
rior force, had ‘obtained a decided victory, 
and made captures. He meant not to ar- 
raign the decision of the court martial; 
but, after such conduct on the part of that 
respectable oflicer, he regretted things had 
so turned out, as that he could not be in- 
cluded in the vote of thanks. 

The Earl of St. Vincent said a few words 
in consequence of what fell from the noble 
duke, but in so low a tone, that we could 
scarcely ‘catch a word from him. He 
seemed to express his sense of the merits 
of Sir R. Calder, as an officer; but to be 
of opinion, that the topic alluded to, with 
a reference to the good of. his Majesty’s 
naval service, should not be made matter 
of parliamentary discussion.—The ques- 
tion was then put; the thanks to sir R. 
Strachan, &c. were voted unanimously, 
and the lord chancellor was desired to 
communicate thein in the usual way, 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Tuesday, January 28, 
[Navan ADMINISTRATION oF Eart St. 
Vincent.] Mr. Jeffery, in pursuance of 
his notice of yesterday, called the attention 
of the house to the order of the 22d inst. 
for the printing of certain papers, relative 
to earl St. Vincent, which it was his wish 
should be discharged. It was not his in« 
tention, however, to press this on the 
house, without shewing his reasons for 
such a proceeding, which he trusted would 
prove as satisfactory to the house as they 
appeared forcible and convincing to his , 
mind. In the first place, he insisted that 
the sole design of producing those papers 
was to gain time. From the commence- 
ment of this business to the present mo. 


ment; procrastination seemed to have been 


the great object of lord St. Vincent and. 
his friends. He could afford no better 
roof of this than by referring-to those vo- 
uminous papers, that: had been laid on the 
table, from time to time, and of which, by 
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tant relevancy to the matters in question. 
The expedient of printing those papers, 
which nobody he was sure would read, was 
another additional support to this procras- 
tinating system, to which he wished a stop 
to be put as speedily as possible. He 
would assure the friends of the noblelord, 
in the mean time, that no procrastination 
on their part should shake his determina- 
tion of persevering in the course he had 
begun. Whatever should be the situation 
of parties, whatever new admiuistration 
should be formed, whatever changes should 
take place in his majesty’s government, he 
would abide by those charges he .had _ ori- 
ginally brought forward, and persist in re- 
garding it as ene of his highest parliamen- 
tary duties to substantiate and prosecute 
them. He had charged lord St. Vincent 
with a criminal neglect of duty in the high 
official situations he had held,* and _ parti- 
cularly in his post at the admiralty; and no 
delay that might be contrived, no obstacle 
that might be thrown in his way from any 
quarter would relax:his exertions in mak- 
ing good this charge. But he was anxious 
that this should be done as speedily and 
with as little expence as possible. If the 
house, therefore, should concur with him 
in his motion of rescinding the order for 


printing those papers, it was his intention’ 


to follow up this motion with another for 
referring them to a select committee, to 
examine what papers really ought to be 
printed, and to reject the rest that had no 
relation to the question, as useless and cum- 
bersome. The printing of such voluminous 
papers would only create enormous expen- 
ces, while such as were relevant would be 
lost amid the great mass of matter, and 
from their ponderous size, would be use- 
less to the house. It was far from being 
his wish, at the same time, to press this 
matter on the house in such a way, as to 
prevent the ndble lord or his friends. from 
making the necessary arrangements for his 
exculpation, He protested to the house 
that he was actuated by the purest motives 
in bringing forward the charges he had 
done, and from no personal animosity to 


that noble lord. His public duty was the: 


only imperious voice which in this proceed- 
ing he obeyed; .a. voice which he thought 
every member in that house ought to obey, 
and a duty which every member ought to 
teel. He was fulfilling a duty.which was 
equally incumbent on every man in that 
house, 


My. Tierney here called the han, gent. 
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to order. He was departing he thought 
from the forms necessary to be observed 
in submitting motions to their consider: 
tion, and entering into a field not ‘ata 
connected with the professed ‘object of his 
motion. - ie 

The Speaker, was of opinion that the 
hon. member was at perfect liberty fg 
assign reasons for his motion, and so log 
as he confined himself to that object 
thought he was perfectly in order, 

Mr. Jeffery then continued, and insisteg 
that at a time when-our-great national jy 
lerests were so much at stake, it was the 
duty ofevery man to watch with particulg 
care over the interests of that -department 
of the public service on which our safety 
as well as glory depended. He did pot 
wish to give offence to any member 3 ‘ho 
did he think it necessary to extend ‘tiy 
explanation ; but he must repeat his fixed 
resolution to bring forward his charges 
under any circumstances, and under ay 
set of men, for he «had such proofgys 
would not ouly justify him in the-eyes¢f 
every reasonable man, but would alo 
condemn the noble lord. It had been said 
on the part of the noble lord, at an ear 
period of this business, that in order'to 
justify bis conduct against the  chatges 
alledged against him, sueh papers wouli 
be necessary as, he was afraid, would 
too voluminous for the perusal of the house, 
aud that were not likely, maury of them, 
to be got from the public offices, He 
could not help considerimg this at first in 
troduced as for the purpose of delay, At 
any rate this was the very opinion be wa 
at present labouring to establish. No ob 
stacle had been offered to the production 
of those papers; but they really wered 
so voluminous a nature as would create 
great delay by their being printed} and 
when printed, he was certain would not 
}be read by the house. ‘The hon, member 
concluded by moving that the paper 
fshould not-be printed, and that the order 
for that purpose be discharged. . The order 
being accordingly read, and the questioa 
being put from the chair, that so much’ 
the said order. us relates to the printing of 
the papers be discharged, “a 
Admiral Markham rose, and said, that 
when the hon. gent. first brought on those 


pressly stated that he should not, be ‘pte’ 
cluded from moving for such papets,@ 
might be thought necessary, to his: lot 
ship’s defence, and that. this propositidy 















‘charges against the noble earl, he had & i 












had been acceded to by the late right hon. 
ellor of the exchequer, so much so 
indeed, that only one paper had been ob- 
tal Fi ted to, the production of which, it had 
hig § bee0 stated, would prove prejudicial to 
-.  theservice, by giving the enemy informa- 
the tion which it was the interest of this coun- 
ion? ito withhold. Were any objection really 
long gimissible to the printing of those papers 
on the ground of making them public; and 

‘by this means embarrassing the public 
steq | service, such objections ought to originate 
». B with the lords of the admiralty, and not 
the with. the hon. member, who had not the 





lap means of knowing those circumstances 
nent @ fast might render such an objection pro- 


ety .. But no such objections had been 
‘not & oiered by the lords of the admiralty, nor 
had the hon. gent. himself attempted. to 
‘fig | @lablish any such plea. It appeared, 
ixed @ indeed, an extraordinary proceeding to 
ges him on the part of the hon, gent., that 
any while he brought charges against the noble 
fy iy @ lord of so serious a nature, and in a lan- 
es of @ guageso scurrilous and indecent, he should 
ako | atempt to shut out the light and prevent 
“said | access to that iaformation on which the no- 
sarly @ Ole earl depended for his vindication. * In 
fo @ be course of what has dropped from the 
artes hon. gent.” said the hon. admiral, “ he 
ould @ tas stated, that I had said, at the com- 
dbe@ mencement of this business, there were 
ose, f Many papers the public ollices, would not 
hem, § produce; but the absurdity of this alle- 
He § gtion is a sufficient proof that I could 
t in- § Rever-have made use ot such expressiuns,” 

At§ He couid never be absurd enough to say 
y way %% On the contrary, he had stated that 
) Obs’ there were none that would be wanted that 
ction § Might not be produced. With respect to 
rei oe book, called Doomsday book, he had 
pedte @ *Spressed some doubts if it could be 
and § forthcoming, and believed it was among 
| not § the number he had moved for. It was a 
ber § Wok regularly kept up during lord St. 
upers Vincent’s administration, and would have 
onder f been of very material consequence in his 
order § JWstification. Of the papers, continued 
stidn'§ the hon. member, which had been moved 
chiof' fonand produced, there was not one that 
ig of § "88, not absolutely necessary. He wished 
Bevery, one of them. to be made. public. 
those: papers required..only to be known, 
return the wanton scurrility of the hon, 
‘#0t. with accumulated weight on his own 
‘ead, So. determined was. he to adhere 
Wthe order of the house already made, 
‘Mdsonecessary did he feel the publication 
‘those papers, that if the hon, member 
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did not withdraw his motion, he would 
certainly take the sense of the house on the 
question. He added also, that he would 
not be deterred on any account from cal. 
ling for .any farther papers that should ap- 
pear necessary, notwithstanding the charge 
of procrastination brought against him 
with so little reason. There were indeed 
more papers which he was likely to call 
for, and which might be produced in the 
course of two days. This was no trifling 
question; it involved the very existence 
of this country, bearing so near a relation 
as it did to the best means of its defence. 
It involved the naval interests of the coun- 
try, and therefore he wished that full and 
ample enquiry should be made, not only 
for the sake of the noble lerd whose cha- 
racter was at stake, but also for the bene- 
fit of the public service, and the good of 
the community at large. At the same 
time be could not help observing that, in 
his opinion, the hon, gent. would have 
done better to have deferred this motion 
till another time, and have allowed the 
formation of a new administration to have 
been completed before starting a subject 
of this nature. 

‘Mr. Peter Moore had witnessed many 
extraordinary things in his day, but this 
was the most extraordinary proceeding he 
had ever known, The hon. gent. not sa- 
tisfied with repeating his accusation against 
lord St. Vincent, had accused the whole 
house of commens, by saying, that they 
would not have patience to read the im- 
portant papers beforethem. ‘The abstract 
of the hon. gent.’s argument was simply 
this : ** You shall attend to all the charges 
that I may from time to time throw out 
against the noble lord, but you shall not 
listen to a word of his defence: you shall 
not even permit him to submit it to the 
house, but refer it in the most private 
manner to a committee.”’ What. reason 
the hon. member had to think gentlemen 
would not read these papers when printed, 
he knew not, but certain he. was it was 
their duty to do so, and certain he was 
that it was his intention to read them, as 
he had done such, as had been already 
produced, and must say that he saw no 
colourable pretext whatever for the charges 
alledged, and would thesefore advise. the . 
hon, gent. to make the amende honorable, 
and retire with the best grace he could. 

The Attorney General consideredsthe 
question before the, house. to be. of very 
considerable: importance ; and-if-any) one 

‘ 


87] 


thing was of more importance than anotber 
it was certainly the order of proceeding 
on this subject. However voluminous 
these papers might be, therefore, he would 
have them printed, as being the most re- 
gular and candid mode of proceeding ; and 
therefore advised the hon. gent. to with- 
draw his motion, particularly as he did 
not conceive that there existed at this 
time any cause that should preclude their 
being printed. 

Mr. Serjeant Best could not allow the 
hon. mover to withdraw his proposition 
without offering some remarks on the 
manner in which he had supported it. 
_ The substance of what the hon. gent. had 

advanced was, that he should have all 
the papers he wished for on his side, but 
he will only permit you to have such as 
may be agreeable to him, and not what on 
your part you may think necessary to meet 
his charges, 1 cannot agree, said the 
learned member, that this investigation 
in any shape should be referred to a com- 
mittee. What! After charges of so gross 
a nature, and conveyed in language, that, 
to say the best of it, might have better 
been omitted, shall you say that the papers 
on which the refutation of those alleza- 
tions so materially depends, shall not be 


printed? Ought not the vindication to be 
as public as the charges? The wisdom 
and the justice of the house required it, 
and he was only surprised that a contrary 
proposition should have been for a moment 


entertained. The house might easily see, 
from the spirit in which the motion had 
been made, that it was unworthy of being 
entertained. He never, for his own part, 
had seen the papers, but he certainly had 
ne doubt, from the testimony of the hon. 
gent. behind him (admiral Markham) that 
they were necessary to the vindication of 
the noble lord, and would sufficiently 
answer that purpose. As a proof how 
ready the hon. gent. was to make charges 
without consideration, he had only to refer 
to the charge he had just made of procras- 
tination, against the house itself. He 
would ask if it was the intention of this 
house to procrastinate when they ordered 
those papers to be printed? This certainly 
was not an auxiliary step to the procrasti- 
nation complained of by the hon. gent. 

Sir W. Miiner observed, that the noble 
earl who was the subject of debate, had 
for his services been favoured with ‘the 


’ freedom of the'city of York which he: 


had the honour to represent, and his 
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constituents would have a right to com 
plain, if he tacitly submitted to such 4 
proceeeing, as had beeu proposed by iy 
hon. gent. 

Mr. Jeffery again rising, said that them 
was not a single paper that could tg 
brought forward that would vindicate ‘the 
noble Jord that he did not wish to be laid 
on the table; but maintained, that greg 
procrastination had taken place last session 
on this question. More papers it appeared 
were still wanting, and a book must be 
also had which nobody knew of but the 
hon. member himself. He again pledged 
himself, in the most pointed terms, not 
only to bring forward the charges he had 
made against lord St. Vincent when iq 
oflice, but to substantiate them to the 
satisfaction of the house. The papers be 
fore the house he maiutained were irrele 
vant to the subject. ‘The noble lord had 
put an end to the system that had befor 
tollowed ; but what did he substitute in ity 
room ? The nuble lord had declared thathe 
would build 50 sail of the line; but had he 
produced 40? had he produced 30 ? had he 
produced 20? had he produced one?— 

The Speaker here interrupted the hot, 
member, by observing, that he was going 
too far beyond the bounds assigned him 
by the rules of the house; and that he 
felt it his duty to confine the hon, member 
to the question. 

Sir W. Young thought it a new modeof 
proceeding, to judge of the relevancy of 
papers before the question came to be tried, 
The person competent to judge of the re 
levancy of those papers was not the maf 
who stcod forward as the accuser, but the 
person who was wccused; and it would be 
time enough for the house to judge of their’ 
relevancy when they should be printed, aud 
come before the house in a regular mannehy 
The proceeding of the hou. member he 
considered as a transgression of the prin- 
ciples of natural justice. . 

Mr. Tierney regarded the accusation 
brought against the noble lord, of procra+ 
tination, as a gross and scandalous calum- 
ny. The hon. gent. seemed so confident 
in his own abilities as not ouly to think bim- 
self adequate to the management of the 
prosecution in this arduous case, but-way 


-|also anxious to have the direction and at 


rangement of the defence. He recouh 
mended a greater degree of diffidence 0 
the hon. gent., and advised him to be s#” 
tisfied with taking the lead in the prose 
cution. It had been shrewdly suspected,” 
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yesair,' that the hon, gent. had been set 
of in this business by other persous who 
had got a rap over the fingers in that de- 
t, and wished perhaps to be in 
company; and nothing could serve 

ga greater proof of the truth of this sus- 
picion, than the manner in which he had 
eeded ia this matter. He would ask 
the hon. geut. how he came to know what 
were the contents of those papers? He 
had not taken the trouble of reading them 
ger, voluminous as they were, since they 
had been laid on the table, and how could 
he judge of their relevancy or irrelevancy ? 
fle must have seen them in the office then, 


ad he begged leave to say that that was 


geing them scandalously and suspiciously. 
He believed the papers were necessary 
tthe defence... The charge was general, 
ad the investigation of every department 
therefore that at ull related to the duties of 
the noble lord when in office, became 
insome degree necessary. That papers 
therefore had been introduced relative to 
the shipwrights, could foria no objection 
to their relevancy. It had been stated 


that the noble earl had abolished the old 
ystem in the naval department; but if 
that system was a bad one, it could form 
n0 Objection to his lordship. 


He could 
assure the hon. gent. that that noble lord 
vasmuch obliged to him for bringing this 
question. before the house and the public. 
Instead of wishing to procrastinate, he was 
confident that the sooner the investigation 
took place, it would the more speedily 
illustrate his character. He only wished 
that that investigation should be a fair and 
fillone, and not garbled and partial, as 
wemed to be the. wish of the hon. mover. 


Fieagain assured the hon. gent. that there 


sareee¢€ 


Bees? 


wuld be no procrastination of the noble 
atl, and requested him to be a little more 
iaring of his invectives, as he would be 
heard in good time. He again repeated 
tat the charge of procrastination was an 
unfounded calumny. 

Mr, Jeffery assured gentlemen that no- 
thing would give him greater satisfaction 
tan the production of any paper that 
wuld’ justify the noble lord; but the pa- 
ps in question he was contending were 
wtof that description, when 

The Speaker again interfered, informing 
vhon. member, that if he apprehended 
limgelf'to have been misconceived in any 
Mapect, he was at liberty to explain; but 
tat it was a transgression of order to pro- 
ted beyond the mere limits of explanation.. 
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Mr. Jeffery thea begged to be permitted 
to say a single word respecting the charge 
brought against him relative to his motives 
in originating this business. He was rea- 
dy to assure the house, that he had ta- 
ken it up without premeditation {a laugh}, 
and in consequence of no previous consul- 
tation with any person. He had never 
read any of the papers in office, and had 
only spoken from his general knowledge 
of the subject. 

. Mr. W. Dickenson jun. corroborated 
this testimony so far as related to the ad« 
miralty, assuring the house, that the hon. 
member had had no communication with 
that office.—The hon. gent. was then per- 
mitted to withdraw his motion. 

[ConrinentTaL War.] Lord Castlereagh 
presented, in pursuance of his majesty’s 
command, Copies of the ‘Treaties en. 
tered into by’ his majesty with various 
powers on the continent, with other official 
papers relative to that subject; correct coe 
pies of which will be found in the Appen- 
dix to this volume.—The noble lord said’ 
he wished to offer a few observations with 
regard to the course of proceeding on the 
discussion of these important papers, and 
of the conduct to which they referred, and 
also of the nature of the information which 
parliament might wish to possess on the 
subject, It was his most anxious wish, and 
the most anxious wish of those with whom 
he had the honour to act, that every thing 
which could tend to elucidate the great 
transactions on the continent during the 
last six months, should be before the 
house. He trusted that it was not with 
vain contidence that he and his colleagues 
looked to a result of the investigation cre. 
ditable and honourable to themselves. But 
it was due to the character of this country, 
it was due in justice to other nations, that 
some disclosure of considerable delicacy 
should be withheld. It would therefore 
not be expedient to lay on the table all the’ 
discussions that had taken place with the 
continental powers since the close of the 
year 1804. In any situation of Europe 
the complete disclosure of these discus. 
sions would be unnecessary, but in its 
present situation, it would be peculiarly 
incompatible with the interests of some of 
those powers whom we ought to respect, 
For himself, he regretted, that the discus- 
sion of ‘this question did not, in some de. 
rgree, take place on the first night of the 
session, as it would have clearly pointed 
out to the attention of ministers, those 
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parts of these important transactions which 


the gentlemen opposite wished particularly | 


should be elucidated. It would have ser- 
ved as a.land-mark by which they might 
have shaped their communications. 
calamitous event, which all regretted, had 
prevented this at. any subsequent period ; 
all therefore, that administration could do, 
was to follow the course which to them 
seemed the most adviseable ;. and it would 
be open to others to found on that course 
any additional motions, ‘that might appear 
to. them*to be necessary. ‘Ihe house 
roust be aware, that many of the condi- 
tions and stipulations with the continental 
powers must be contingent and eventual, 
depending on the part that they were in- 
duced by circumstatices to take in the war, 
Ministers had not considered it their duty 
to Jay before the house any of those condi- 
tions which were never acted upon,, but 
those parts alone which gave activity. to 
hostile operations.. He was not prepared 
to.say. that these were the military parts 
merely, although the house could not but 
he aware, that the military stipulations 
must have been more productive in impart- 
ing activity than the political conditions 
could possibly be. Delicacy with respect 


to foreign powers was not so likely, to be 


infringed by the display of the one as the 
ether. With regard to the stipulations of 
the military force to be brought forward 
by the cifferent powers with whom the 
treaties had been concluded, there were 
two main features to which he wished. that 
the attention of the house might be pecu- 
arly directed. .The first. was, what was 
the actual force which government bad 
every reason. to believe was in.the field a- 
gainst France, and which justified them. in 
inducing the continental powers to resist 
her?, And.the second, to what causes 
the failure of this, grand confederacy 
was to be attributed? In order, to en- 
able the, house to judge of the latter, 
ministers had ordered that there should: be 
Jaid before the house.details of the plan of 
the campaign, and of the system on which 
it was wished, and indeed resolved to act, 
to be, compared with, the .system which 
really - was. carried into. execution. he 


plan of military operations did, not proceed, 


from this country, because, this country 
could not,.be supposed -so . well, ac- 
quainted with their expediency. 
not proceed. from Russia,, because the re- 
moteness of that power geve, it little. ad- 
vantage in this respect over Great Britain; 
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Jt did. 
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but the plan of the campaign,’ in whig 
was to be employed that.immense f 
that, exclusively of any troops that mj 
be furnished by Sweden, exclusively: 
any troops that’ might proceed from: th 
future decision of the court of Berlin, @, 
clusively of any troops that might be ag, 
ded by the minor powers depéndent on thy 
decision ; independently of all these cong, 
derations, and. highly estimating theg, 
mies of Russia and Austria, governmey 
had every reason to suppose, that on th 
first of October, the actual force, im th 
field, of these two combined powers, jf 
France would not agree to the terms of 
peace proposed to her, would amount ty 
500,000 men. Austria declared that gh 
had 320,000 regulars ready at a moment; 
warning, beside 20,000 militia in’ the Tye 
rol... Russia had engaged to. furnish 
180,000 men, and did so. The plano 
the campaign proceeded solely from Au» 
tria, and it would be for the house .to de 
cide whether she adhered to it according 
to compact. He ,would, not. pretend 
say that the councils of the emperor of Ge. 
many had acted in opposition to. the ip 
terest of that sovereign ; he would no 
enter into any comments on. the conduatt 
pursued on that occasion: ke should com 
teut, himself with stating, that the,advanc 
of the Austrians beyond the Inn, andi 
the position taken, by general, Mack, # 
Ulm, where, iv a. military.view, it might 
be said that $0,000 men were annihilated, 
was,a breach of the plan of operation 
formed by Austria, herself. The court 
St. Petersburgh had strictly conformed to 
the plan: 50,000 Russians.arrived at 
nau,.on the Inn, two days sooner: than, 
according to the conditions of that plas, 
was expected. He troubled the hous 
with these observations, because he thought 
it indispensably necessary that; the howe 
should know. what. continental forge go 
vernment supposed was in the field ; what 
was the plan of operations, by which, that 
force was to be regulated, and how ii 
the. disasters that had_ befallen Aust 
were, produced. by. her. own acts, or ly 
those of others, ..Having stated;thus mus 
on, the military points, of this. question,lt 


‘would say, with respect to the politi 
considerations, that as far as, was, consi 


ent. with the safety, of ether nations, ad 
with, the respect and delicacy. which te 
had a right. to. demand from us, his majé 
ty’s ministers were anxious to, aflord # 
any gentleman, who stated the grou 
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fis €nqoity, such information as could be 
fanted with safety. If, however, there 
was any ‘part’ of their conduct, and more 

ticularly with regard to Russia, the’ex- 
planation of which would be attended ‘with 
disclosures injurious to the interests of this 
country, and of Europe, the hon. gentlemen 
‘opposite would, in all probability. soon have 
an opportunity of examining, whether their 
doubts of the propriety of the conduct of 
this country were founded in fact. For 
his own part, there was no occurrence that 
he should more sincerely lament, both on 
private and on public grounds, than that 
a transaction of such great importance 
should, from any change of administration, 
be buried in darkness; or, that the de- 
tails to which ke had alluded, and the po- 
licy that was founded on them, should by 
any circumstance be prevented from being 
sited to the bottom. While the country 
had made great and extraordinary sacri- 
fices and ‘exertions, they ought to know, 
on what account those sacrifices and those 
exertions were required. In undertaking 
this discussion, he was fully aware of the 
severe loss which the present ministers 
had sustained, by being deprived of the 
assistance of that great man, to whom the 
system was chiefly indebted for its exist- 
ence, and who was therefore the most com- 
pletely qualified to uphold-and defend it. 
Still, however, he trusted, that there were 
individuals remtaining, capable of explain- 
ing the line of conduct that had been 
adopted, and in what way government had 
discharged the sacred trust that had been 
reposed in them. 
course of proceeding which parliament 


ought to adopt in this important investi-| 


gation, in his opinion nothing could be 
more desirable, than that it should be im- 
tiediately commenced. But in thepresent 
situation in which the administration of 
the country was placed, he should be sorry 
by'any proposition of his to embarrass 
their proceedings. it was likewise mate- 
tial, that when this diseussion ‘came on, 
none of those individuals should be absent, 
Whose distinguished talents and political 
Petspicacity qualified them so well for the 
enquiry, But it might happen, that trusts 
confided-in those individuals, would ren- 
derit necessary for them to withdraw for a 
time from the house. For these reasons 


hé'should not-fix a day for the discussion,’ 


would content himself with merely 
Moving, that these papers do. lie. on the 
able. From their nature, it was impos- 
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sible that they could pass by without dis- 
cussion, The pecuniary and political 
stipulations which they contained, mest 
subject them to the cognizance of the house. 
As at that moment he might not be in a 
situation to exercise a discretionary power 
on the kind of reformation which it might 
be expedient to bring forward, he hoped 
that, while he did not press for any impro- 
per disclosures, those gentlemen who 
should succeed him in office, would be 
disposed to deal as liberally in affording 
information, as the present administration 
had evinced their inclination todo. Op 
to-morrow, or the next day, he hoped'te 
have it in his power to bring down some 
additional papers, and he should then be 
happy to receive any suggestions that 
might be offered’to him. 
Mr. Fox observed, that from the natare 
of the subject which had been opened by 
the noble lord, it was impossible there 
should be any discussion on it at present, 
because many of the papers which had 
been alluded to were not yet before the 
house ; ‘neither was the nature of then 
at present perfectly known; and as te 
those which were before the house, they 
would require time for their perusal, and 
this must be done before a judgment was 
formed of the merits of the engagements 
entered into by the different powers. The 
question, therefore, which might -arise 
out of them, must be deferred a while; 
and other questions should be previously 
determined—Whether the papers already 
brought forward, and those promised to 


With regard to cates added to them, would be sufficient ? 
fe) 


r whether others might be desirable? 
And that again might depend on another 
question, which was, whether, if desirable, 
they could with propriety be laid before 
the house? All these matters must be 
decided before the general question of the 
conduct of the allies could be considered, 
as far as Great Britain had any share in 
their operations, And this appeared’ to 
him to answer the observation of the noble 
lord, as to the regret he seemed to feeb 
that the subject was not discussed-on the 
first night of the session: for eitherin the 
‘view of the case with reference to the pa- 
pers themselves, or the conduct which 
followed the agreement to which they re- 
lated, it was.out of the question; until the 
house had a full perusal of them ; but the 
amendment intended to have been submit- 
ted to the house by his noble friend (lord 
H, Petty). was calculated to have calleq 

1 














95] 


forth all the information to which the noble 
lord, who spoke last, had just alluded; and 
he could not help thinking, there was good 
foundation for asking for that information, 
and also for the expressions in the amend- 
ment, the object of which was to convey a 
sense of the house, against trusting any 
more of the resources of the country in the 
hands of incapable ministers. It was the 
duty of the house to take care, before they 
granted any farther supplies, that they 
should not be under the management of 
improper persons. As to all the detail, 
part of which had been opened to-night by 
the noble lord, it was imprudent to go into 
it now, because the house, at present, had 
not the requisite information, and for that 
reason he should certainly not comment 
on the general line of defence for adminis- 
tration, which the noble lord had thought 
fit to-night, with such imperfect mate- 
rials before the house, to anticipate. With 
fespect to farther enquiry, that was a point 
which the house would consider after the 

rs were laid before it, and after time 
had been taken to peruse them. Until 
those papers shall have been duly consi- 
dered, the house could not possess the 
means of judging on the subject. The noble 
lord hinted, said the hon. gent., that it is 
not probable that he and those with whom 
he acts will be in power when that discus- 
sion may be entered upon. Who are to suc- 
ceed them I do not know; but J am quite 
eure that those persons, be they who they 
may, ought to possess all the information 
to which the noble lord has alluded, some 
time before they proceed on that discussion, 
and that is a question entirely open now, 
and to which I beg to be understood as not 
giving any pledge, as to any opinion I may 
form, for that must.depend on the papers, 
with the nature of which I am at present 
wnacquainted. I say, again, that a correct 
view of that matter cannot be taken with- 
eut adverting to the internal circumstances 
ef this country. There may be, indeed, 
eases, as the amendment states, not neces- 
sary for such an enquiry, and on which 
some resolution might be entered into; 
but when considered with reference to the 
papers, it may, perhaps, appear not to be 
pre 1 to.enter upon such an enquiry, 
at least for awhile. At allevents, the pro- 
priety of entering into it will stand upon a 
very diflerent footing from tbat on which 
it stood on the first day of the session. 
Most clear itis, chat the consideration of the 
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duct of government is another matter, o 
which, before the papers are considered, 
as things are now partly -explained, jy 
would be a very unwise man who: woulj 
deliver an opinion, — in 

Mr. Grey said, he supposed that the pg. 
pers already presented would be printe 
aud delivered in the usual way. He di 
not exactly understand, whether or notth 
noble lord had produced those 
which related to points of the confederag 
that had not been acted upon, as well 
to those which had. He had intend i 
considerable attention, whilst the clerk 
been reading the titles of these papers, He 
had heard him mention treaties betwee 
Great Britain and Sweden; treaties be 
tween Great Britain and Russia, and the 
accession of Austria to one of the latter; 
but he had not heard him state any direct 
treaty between the king of Great Britain, 
and the emperor of Austria. He wished 
to know from the noble lord, whether or 
not this was an omission. 

Lord Castlereagh, in explanation, ine 
formed the hon. member, that these papers 
had been compiled from official acts, and 
not from correspondences. The hon. gent, 
would find, that there ‘were three treati 
between Great Britain and Sweden, and 
one treaty between Great Britain and Rup 
sia, to which latter treaty, Austria having 
acceded, it was thereby effectually consth 
tuted a treaty between Great Britain and 
Austria.—As he was on his legs, he should 
explain a circumstance connected wi 
these treaties. The treaty with Rusia 
onsisted of 15 articles, one of which not 
having been ratified, the remaining 14 only 
were binding. Of these 14, only 9 had 
been laid on the table; the remaining 5 
being of a complexion, which would rendét 
the exposure of them a dereliction of th 
trust reposed in the administration of tht 
country, of which declaration on his path, 
the hon. gent. would soon have an oppor 
tunity of ascertaining the ground, 


ded to be laid before the house, relative 
to the orders sent to the British troopson 
where. a 
Lord Castlereagh said, that the papen 

at present brought forward, were cn 
to official acts; if the hon. gent. wi 


commands, 





papers should come first; that of the con- 
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Mr. Fox wished to learn, whether any bra 
thing was now before the. house, or intem ff; 


the continent, either in Hanover or. elit 


any information on the subject to which be fj 
alluded, he should be happy to receive bit 
$ 
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“Mr. Wickham asked how the troops of 
the continent were composed, as to num- 
fers, at the commencement of the cam- 


? 

“ Lord Castlereagh said, that the amount 
{the force on the continent, exclusive of 
British, Swedish, and the minor military 
owers of Germany, which his majesty’s 
overnment had reason to expect were ac- 
tually in the field on the Ast of October last, 
formed au aggregate of only 5000 short of 
500,000 men; that is to say, 180,000 Rus- 
sins, and 315,000 Austrians, exclusive of 
0,000 militia in the Tyrol; and what ren- 
dered this credible to lis majesty’s minis- 
ters was, that in the month of June they 
yere assured, in an official note, received 
by his majesty’s government’from the Au- 
sirian ambassador at the court of London, 
that the effective force of that power, ac- 
tually in the field, was 200,000 mnen, and 
that it was expected in the course of the 
month tocarry it up to 300,000 men.—The 

stion was then put, and the papers were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

{Vore of THanks To THE Navy, &c.] 
lord Castlereagh, in pursuance of the no- 
tice which he had yesterday given, wished 
teall the attention of the house to the 
important subject, which he trusted the 
bose: would allow that he was justified in 
having postponed to the present moment. 
He meant the transcendant victory gained 
ylord Nelson, and the glorious victory 
wbsequently obtained by sir R. Strachan, 


it Hof both of which he felt his complete in- 
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wequacy to speak in terms in any degree 
commensurate with their merits. He would 
peface his address to the house on this oc- 
cision by a short history of the naval 
campaign, if it might be so called, that pre- 
ceded these brilliant actions. ‘The opera- 
tions of this campaign commenced with the 
siling of a French squadron from Roche- 
fort to the West Indies, which was imme- 
diately followed by admiral Cochrane. This 
iiadron only gave an opportunity to the 
tavé admiral Prevost of shewing how an 
inftitely inferior Writish force could de- 
haditself from liostileattacks. A squadron 
18sail of the line then sailed from Tou- 
ln, which was: instantly pursued by the 
immortal Nelson ;. aud although they were 
wisiderably superior in numbers, and in 
itength, they quitted'the West Indies with- 
wbhaving attairied any object of the least 

+ Amdchere it; was impossible 


: , im: to» forget the gloomy: apprehens4 


Hons, that were at that time entertained 


3 


[98 


some individuals of this house. There was 
no disaster that could befal the — 
which they did not predict, as the probable 
consequence of what they were pleased to 
term the shameful neglect of his majesty’s 
ministers. But not only were these pro- 
phecies of irreparable injury to our com- 
merce and colonial possessions, completely 
falsified by the event, but, owing to the able 
arrangements made by the noble lord at 
the head of the admiralty, the country had 
been enabled to avert the apprehended dan- 
ger, aud to heap destruction on the enemy. 
No sooner had advice been received from 
lord Nelson, that the French squadron had 
left the West Indies, on their return to En- 
rope, and that it was his intention to push 
for the Streights’ mouth, with the hope of 
intercepting them, than the admiralty or-= 
dered the Brest squadron to suspend the 
blockade of that port, and the Rochefort 
squadron to proceed off cape Finisterre; 
to reinforce admiral Calder’s division, 
Thus, there were three squadrons, which, 
by the able management of the admiralty 
board, were placed in situations in which 
they were likely to meet with the enemy. 
This event happened accordingly, and the 
result was, the engagement with the squa~ 
dron commanded by sir R. Calder, which 
terminated in considerable success ; two sail 
of the line having been captured from the 
enemy. Immediately afterwards the French 
fleet meeting with that from Ferrol, re- 
tired tu Cadiz to the amount of 34 sail of 
the line. Not many days elapsed, before a 
British force was stationed in the bay of 
Cadiz, adequate to the blockade of the 
enemy’s ficet; and towards the conclusion 
of the month of Sept. lord Nelson assumed 
the command, previous to the great action 
then approacliing. Lord Nelson detached 
a division of this fleet to the Mediterra- 
nean. Fortunate, indeed, was it for ‘his 
fatne that he had done so, for it was indis- 
putably apparent, that nothing but the 
kyowledge of this reduction of lord Nel- 
son’s force, and the supposition that it 
amounted only to 21 sail, instead of 27, 
would have induced the combined fleets to 
come out and offer battle. Their object 
was to form @ junction with the division 
in Carthagena, and then to have appeared 
in the Mediterranean with a fleet approach- 
ing to 50 sail, which, in the existing cir- 
cumstances of Europe, theyimagined would 
have excited a sensation considerably fa- 
Wourable to their views of ambition andag- 
grandisement. When he contemplated the 
tH 
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glorious engagement which had been the 
result of this attempt on the part of the 
French, he felt it difficult to select any fea- 
ture on which to dwell with peculiar praise. 
Neverwas there a more complete victory by 
a superior force over an inferior; never was 
there such a victory by an.inferior force, 
when contending with a superior force. In 
every view of the subject, which even profes- 
sional men could possibly take, they scarce- 
ly could suppose it in the power of one 
fleet to capture from another, not station- 
ary, but under sail, the great number of 19 
sail. It was a new species of success in our 
naval annals, and went practically far be- 
yond what theorists had conceived it possible 
to accomplish in their speculations. The 
wonders attending this most brilliant ac- 
tion, were not confingd to the day of com- 
bat. He should fee) that he had fulfilled 
but half his duty to the brave men who 
shared in that engagement, if he did not 
assign to them the praise which was their 
due, for the firmness and perseverance with 
which, after having contended with the ene- 
my, they proceeded successfully to struggle 
with the elements.. Then was it too, that 
that generous spirit of self-devotion to the 
benefit of their fellow-creatures, those ex- 
alted principles, which it had been the giory 
of ancient France to cultivate, and which 
it has been the endeavour of modern France 
to extinguish; then was it that those feel- 
ings which it became every man to enter- 
tain, and every man to exercise, were 
proudly manifested.—But, however our ad- 
miration might be excited by this illustri- 
ous action, it was impossible not to con- 
sider, with similar sensations, the achieve- 
ment of the divison under sir R. Strachan, 
in which that gallant admiral took from the 
enemy every thing that they presented to 
him. What effect the exertions of these 
brave inen might have had on tie affairs of 
‘Europe, under more fortunate auspices, it 
was impossible to calculate. They had 
withdrawn 25 sail of the Jine from the ser- 
vice of the enemy, 15 of which were French, 
aud ten Spanish. Of 25, ten had been 
transferred to the service of this country. 
The relative situation, therefore, of the 
navy of this country, and of the navies of 
our enemies, wes altered by a difference of 
35 sail of the line, being equal to nearly 
one half of the whole naval foree of the 
enemy. ‘This advantage, however, was not 
the sole result ; but from the admirable su- 
perintendance of the admiralty board,no in- 
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terruption had arisen frem the injury which} 
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our fleets necessarily sustained in these gp. 


vere contests. Other ships were p 
immediately to supply these deficiencies, } 
was not the least extraordinary circim, 
stance attending these brilliant transactions, 
that after such a combat with the enemy, 
and such a contest with the elements, i 
had the heartfelt satisfaction to see even 
individual ship that had been engage 
brought back safely to a British port, ang 
the enemy were thus precluded from th 
ostentatious self-congratulations, in which 
they doubtless would have indulged, ha 
a single British vessel fallen a victim 
their arms or to the fury of the elements, 
Every one must feel, that the securityo 
the empire, so far as it depended on ow 
naval strength, was placed on a firmer bagi 
than ever. He could not refrain from 
mentioning, that the victory of Trafal 
had happened on a day which was caleu. 
lated to make the head of the French em 
pire feel, that there was yet a power in 
the world, capable of controlling his restles 
ambition. On that very day he had been 
declaring the designs which he meditated 
against this country, and on that very diy 
he received, in the chastisement of by 
fleets, a lesson which, it was to be hoped) 
he woula never forget, and which would 
teach him what he had to expect from th 
gallantry and determined bravery of Br 
tons.—But it was impossible that thee 
exploits should be performed, and tha 
the country should be satisfied with a silent 
admiration. He pretended not to @ 
justice to that misfortune, in the loss of 
the noble hero, who commanded in chief, 
to which, however, justice had been done 
by the unaffected letter of the gallant Aé 
miral who had succeeded him. Such i 
deed were the feelings of regret at the 
decease of the noble viscount, that it be 
came a question, whether they did not 
exceed the exultation which his victory 
had occasioned. There was every thitg 
to praise in the character of the noble 
individual he had alluded to, whose lifé 
from his very infancy had been a life of 
heroism. ‘There was something appa 
intuitive in his nature, which prompted 
him to the execution of grand schemes 
which appeared 'to be out of the resources 
of ‘his profession. He had the power of 
attaching individuals to him by his amiable 
qualities, he controlled them by the = 
rior mind which he displayed, and bi 
génius and his fortune conspired to enable 
Bn to:lead them to successful enterpriy 
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* fn considering the whole of the victories 
4 which had shed lustre on his name, it 
» would be found, that each was marked 
+ with traits peculiar and distinguishing. 
any if the house reverted to the battle of 
mh Aboukir, they must recollect his daring 
2 and successful attempt to pass between 
a the line and the shore. Ilis conduct at 
and @ Copenhagen evinced equal originality, 
and indeed his whole life was a series of 

A brilliant achievements, which proved the 
hag magnitude and the variety of the resources 

. & of his capacious mind. In considering 
a2 the loss, we should also consider every 
rs thing that could afford consolation. It 
ih too frequently happened that great souls 
bac Were enshrined in feeble frames. ‘This 
fron @ W98 the case with that illustrious character ; 
fal and he contended with the various mala- 
«1 dies by which he was assailed, with so little 
bem. success, that the day might possibly have 
er in attived when he might be placed in oppo- 
tle | sition to the eneimy with diminished pow- 
‘bee | It was therefore some degree of con- 
itateg @ Slation, that the great history of his life 
day had been wound up in honour, that his 
y hig @ Ame was out of the reach of misfortune. 
ped’ & He was sure that he should disappoint 
wield the house, if he did not shortly advert to 
mth § What his majesty in his beneficence had 
f Bre § determined to do, to mark the sense which 
thee § ‘te crown entertained of his services. ‘The 
tht @ iMdividual was past gratitude, but the 
silent @ Dame remained; and he was convinced 
to do Mat the country was desirous that some 
ose of @ gual mark of public acknowledgment 
chief should be bestowed on them, With respect 
s done @ 9 the quantum of that acknowledgment, 
it Ade | fas impossible to measure it by those 
ch im § Mtvices. Without, therefore, looking to 
at the @ "¥at_was commensurate to the benefit 
it be | (erived from the noble viscount’s services, 
d not §* Was rather considered what was fitting 
‘ictory for the country to allow. He did not 
- thing know whether those with whom he acted 
noble @ Would have the power of conferring this 
se liv | *stowledgment, but he was sure, that 
jife of § 0" whomsoever it might proceed, it 
srently would be accompanied with that liberality 
mpted which was characteristic of British grati- 
nenies § He» It was proposed to make a provi- 





im for his widow, correspondent to the 
mak which she held in society, and to the 
aim which she possessed on public grati- 

» The sum in contemplation was an 
auity for lady Nelson’s life of 2000/. 
iis was,. of course, unconnected with the 
ihject of the royal intimation, which re- 
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pendages to the present earl. It certainly 
was not necessary to make for that noble- 
man a provision so munificent as to remove 
him from. the sphere in which he now 
moved, It had been thought expedient, 
that this provision should be made not as 
agrant to the family, but as national pro- 
perty, intrusted to their possession ; that it 
should be invested in lands; and that 
though a magnificent palace should not 
be erected, yet that an edifice confurmable 
to their public rank and estimation should 
be built for the family. With a view to 
these objects, it was in contemplation to 
appropriate the sum of 200,000/. to be 
vested in the hands of public trustees, the 
two houses of parliament, and other high 
characters, to be applied in the manner 
which seemed best calculated to obtain the 
end proposed. It had occurred to govern- 
ment, that this would be consistent with 
the rank which it was desirable that the 
family of lord Nelson should bear in the 
country, without going on too exaggerated 
a scale.—It was unnecessary for him to 
trespass any longer on the attention of 
the house. Any thing, indeed, that he 
could say, would be ‘far from enough to 
manifest the sense, which he, in common 
with the country at large, entertained of 
the services of the illustrioushero. Great, 
however, as was the national loss in this 
instance, he could not but think that it 
was attended by a national advantage. He 
could not but think, that he would serve 
as a model for his profession to study. 
He had shewn, through the course of a long. 
life, what determined perseverance, and 
unshaken devotion to his country, could 
accomplish, It was a great object, in any 
service, to know what could be done in 
that service. The life and achievements 
of lord Nelson would continue to animate 
the British navy to the end of time. He 
certainly did not mean to say, that our 
navy required any thing to render it more 
courageous in presence of an enemy, but 
still the example of lord Nelson would 
shew them what skill and enterprize, com- 
bined with bravery, was capable of effecting. 
He had thought it an act of his parliamen- 
tary duty not to pass over (to do justice to, 
was beyond his power) the. splendid cha- 
racter whom all had so much reason to la- 
ment. He trusted tbat he should not be 
supposed insensible of the merits of the 
gallant officers under lord Nelson, of the 
merits of lord Collingwood, lord Northesk , 
and sir R. Strachan; never,imdeed, was 





tommended the affixing some splendid ap- 
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there an instance in which every man had 
done his duty so completely as in the oc- 
currences then under the consideration of 
the house. He must therefore hope to 
stand acquitted. of having allowed the ab- 
sorbent merit of one character to induce 
him to withhold his gratitude from the 
rest—The. noble lord concluded with mo- 
ving; 1. “ That an humble address be pre- 
sented to his majesty, that his majesty will 
be graciously pleased to give directions, 
that a monument be erected in the cathe- 
dral church of St. Paul, London, to the 
memory of the late ever-to-be-lamented 
lord viscount Nelson, who fell gloriously 
in the moment of the most brilliant and 
decisive victory, obtained by his skill and 
enterprize over the combined fleet of 
France and Spain, off Cape Trafalgar, on 
the 2ist of October last; and to assure 
his majesty that this house will make good 
the expence attending the same.” 2. “ That 
the thanks of this house be given to vice- 
admiral lord Collingwood, for his able 
and gallant conduct in the most glorious 
and decisive victory obtained by the late 
vice-admiral lord viscount Nelson, over 
the combined fleet of France and Spain, 
“wr Cape Trafalgar, on the 21st of October 
ast.” 

Lord Castlereagh took this opportunity 
of observing, that it was meant hereafter 
to propose, that some provision should be 
made for lord Collingwood und sir R. 
Strachan, 

Mr. Sheridan enquired whether or not 
any reward was interded for the earl of 
Northesk ? 

Lord Castlereagh replied in the affir- 
mative. 

_Mr. Baker objected to this second reso- 
lution; that it did not come up to the 
services of the noble lord, as it merely 
stated them generally under the term 
‘“* able and gallant conduct,” without that 
distinct enumeration to which, in his opi- 
nion, they were indubitably entitled. 

Lord Castlereagh answered, that this 
had not escaped the attention of his majes- 
‘ty’s ministers. On an ample consideration 
of thé subject, however, whatever might 
be the high sense entertained by them 
of the gallant lord’s conduct, it had been 
deemed adviseable, to prevent the estab- 
lishment of a precedent which might create 

confusion in some future case where dif- 
erences of opinion might exist, to conform 
the resolution to the words usually adopted 
of similar occasions. The noble lord then 
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moved, §. ‘‘ That the thanks of this house 
be given to reareadmiral the earl of Nop. 
thesk, and the several captains and oj 

in the fleet under the command of the 
lord viscount Nelson, who, by their braver 
and good conduct, contributed to that most 
glorious and decisive victory ; and that vicg 
admiral lord Collingwood do signify the 
same to rear-admiral the earl of Northesk, 
and the several captains and officers,” 
4. “That this house doth highly approy 
of, and acknowledge, the services of the 
seamen and marines on board the ship, 
under the command of the late lord viscount 
Nelson, in the most glorious and decisiyg 
victory over the combined fleet of France 
and Spain off Cape Trafalgar, on the 2ig 
of October last ; and that the officers com. 
manding the several ships: do signify the 
same to their respective crews, and do 
thank them for their good behaviour,” 
5. “That an humble address be presented 


bik g 


to his majesty, that his majesty will be gr 


ciously pleased to give directions, that mo 
numents be erected in the cathedral church 
of St. Paul, London, to the memory of 
capt. George Duff, and capt. John Cooke, 
who fell gloriously in that signal victory; 
and to assure his majesty, that this hous 
will make good the expence attending the 
same.” 6. “ That the thanks of this house 
be given to rear-admiral sir R. Strachan, 
bart. for his able and gallant conduct in the 
défeat and capture of a French squadron, 
on the 4th day of Nov. last.” 7. “ That 
the thanks of this house be given to the 
captains and officers in the squadron under 
the command of sir R. Strachan, bart. who 
by their bravery and good conduct contr 
buted to the success of that day ; and that 
rear-admiral sir R. Strachan, bart. do sig- 
nify the same to the several captains and 
officers.” The above resolutions were put, 
and carried, nem. con. 

Lord Castlereagh then moved, 8. “ That 
this house doth highly approve of, and at 
knowledge, the services of the seamen and 
marines on board the ships under the com; 
mand of resy-admiral sir R. Strachan, batt. 
in the victory obtained over the squadrono 
the enemy on the 4th day of Nov. last; and 
that the officers commanding the several 
ships do signify the same to their respét 


good behaviour.” On the speaker putting 


the question, 
“Mr. Fox, begged leave to offer 9 few 


words. He had made no reply to th 
speech of the noble lord opposite, becautt 








tive crews, and do thank them for thet 
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‘warranted to do by the occasion. 





was anxious that the motions proposed 


should have the reality as well as the-ep- 


pearance Of unanimity. There were two 
points which seemed to bim to call forcom- 
ment, Lhe one was the liberty which the 
noble lord bad taken, in introducing into a 
speech of the nature of that which he had 


just delivered, a panegyric on the admiralty 


hoard, for which any other time would cer- 
tainly have been preferable to the present. 
The other was on the omission of any 
mark of his majesty’s gratitude to lord 
Northesk. He believed that if we looked 
pack at the whole history of our naval 
yictories, we should not meet with a single 
instance in which, in such a large fleet, 
the third in command had not received 
some distinction from the royal favour. 
The earl of Northesk was the only person 
whose merit had passed unnoticed. 

Lord Castlerecgh declared that he felt it 
impossible to speak on the subject which 
had this evening been the theme of his com- 
mendation, and separate that subject from 
some mention of the conduct of the ad- 
miralty board. He trusted he did not go 
farther in this respect than what he was 
Cer- 
tainly, if he had felt entitled to express his 
full sentiments of the laborious services of 
the distinguished individual at the head of 
that department of government, he should 
nothave confined his approbation within 
such narrow limits. He had never the 
pleasure of knowing that nobleman. until 
he- came into office, but the manner in 
which he had conducted himself, had shewn 
bim eminently worthy of the situation. 
He had not only been assiduously attentive 
tothe military operations of our navy, but 
he had been indefatigably engaged in di- 
gesting and modifying the practice in the 
civil department; and if he were now to 
quit the high office which he held, he would 
quit it after having planted deep the roots 
of the naval strength of the empire. With 
Fa to the earl of Northesk, he had no 
ificulty in saying, that though no intima- 
tion of that nature had been made to the 
house, his majesty certainly destined for 
that gallant nobleman a strong mark of his 
favour, which was to create him a knight 
of the bath, 

Mr, For thought there was no reason 
ttigned for the delay. He begged it to 
be understood, that he had not the least 
intention to convey an idea of any disrespect 
the present first lord of the admiralty; 
te only objected to the mode in which 
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praise had been introduced, and which 
ought to have been confined to those who 
were the objects of it. He should have 
made the same objection to the praise, as 
not belonging to the subject before the 
house, even if lord Spencer or lord St. 
Vincent were at the head of the admiralty, 
were they to be made the objects of praise 
when the real subject related to officers 
whose skill and courage had achieved @ 
victory. Nay, so unconnected was that 
idea with the conduct of the admiralty, 
that the one might be a contrast to the 
other, and borrow some of its excellence 
from the defects of the other. Here again 
he must repeat, he had no intention to say 
one word against the present first lord of 
the admiralty; but praising government 
when naval officers were alone the objects 


| of praise, was a bad mode of doing things; 


it was uniting two subjects which had no 
connection with each other. It was not 
usual neither, and would be a bad precee . 
dent. It was bot attempted, when thanks 
were voted to lord Howe or lord St, Vin- 
cent. 

Mr. Grey, conceiving that some part of 
the noble lord’s observations alluded to 
remarks which had fallen from him on a 
former occasion, respecting the couduct of 
the admiralty, and the unprotected state 
of our West-India Islands, said, that he 
saw nothing in the speech of the noble lord 
to induce him to alter his opinion, If the 
evils which he apprehended had not come 
to pass, it was owing to Providence or the 
bad conduct of the enemy. He accused 
his majesty’s ministers of a culpable de- 
lay in conferring a reward on rear-admiral 
lord Northesk. 

Lord Castlereagh denied that there was 
any unnecessary delay; and affirmed that 
the allegation was highly disrespectful to 
his majesty. 

Mr. Grey denied with warmth, the charge 
of disrespect to his sovereign, which he 
should be the last man to be guilty of. He 
persisted im accusing the ministry of cul- 
pable neglect, in omitting to ‘reward lord 
Northesk. Were the merits of that noble 
admiral doubtful? Was not a peerage im- 
mediately sent to admiral Collingwood? 
Why was not the same promptitude shewn 
in respect to lord Northesk? 

Lord Castlereagh explained, that the de- 
lay was solely occasioned by a wish to 
consider maturely of the best method of 
conferring a reward on the noble lord who 
was the subject of debate. 
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‘General Grosvenor observed, that admi- 
ral Harvey,» who commanded the Teme-' 
Faire, had also ‘distinguished himself most 
honurably in one of the engagements, 
which gave a foundation for the thanks of 
the house being ‘voted. Having been an 
old companion, and an old fellow-member 
im that: house, he would have been glad if 
that honourable and gallant officer's name 
Kad been also mentioned in .the vote of 
thanks. He should, therefore, conclude 


iu the words of the song— 
** How ’twould cheer 
‘¢ Our hearts to hear, 
“ That our old Companion he was one.” 


The resolution was then put. and carried, 
mem. con. , 

[Commitree or Surpiy.]. Mr, Alex- 
ander reported from the committee of sup- 
ply, the resolutions which the committee had 
directed him to report to the house ;' which 
are as- follows, viz. “ 1. That 120,000 
men be employed for the sea service for 
the year 1806, including 29,000 royal ma- 
Fines. 2. That a sum, not exceeding 
2,886,000/. be granted to his majesty, for 
wages of the said 120,000 men, for 13 
months, at the rate of 1/. 17s. per man 
per month. 3. That a sum not exceeding 
2,964,000/. be granted to his majesty for 
victuals for the said 120,000 men, for 13 
months, at the rate of 1/. 18s. per man 
per month, 4. That a sum, not exceed- 
ing 4,680,000/. be granted to. his majesty, 
for the wear and tear of the ships in which 
the said 120,000 men are to serve, for 13 
months, at the rate of 3/. per man per 
month. 5. That a sum, not exceeding 
389,000/. be granted to his majesty, for 
ordnance for sea service on board the ships 
in which the said 120,000 men are to serve, 
for 13 months, at the rate of 5s. per man 
per month.” 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wednesday, January 29. 

[Mixvures.} On the motion of Mr. S. 
Bourne, it was ordered, that the house 
should, at its rising, adjourn to Friday, 
to-morrow being the anniversary of king 
Charles’s martyrdom.—It was also order- 
ed, on the motion of Mr. 8. Bourne, that 
the house should not receive any private 
petitions after Friday, 7th March. The 
Speaker recommended this order to the at- 
tention of the house. It was certainly in 
the discretion of the house, whether it 
would extend the tine for receiving print- 
ed petitions further, “But: in making ‘the 





order, it was understood, that a proper fj. 
mit was fixed. The time allowed by the 
present order was fully. sufficient, if those 
who might have petitions to present would 
pay due attention to the convenience of 
the house, and much trouble would be. 
spared by this observance.—Mr, S. Bourne 
presented to the house, ** an Account of 
the amount of premiums, bounties, ang 
sums of money, expended under act 4t 
Geo, III. cap. 99, for granting bounties 
for taking and bringing Fish to London and 
Westminster, and other places in the Upj. 
ted Kingdom, in the last season; which 
premiums or bounties have been given in 
consequence of directions from the Jords 
commissioners of his majesty’s treasury; 
with a‘duplicate thereof.” Ordered to lie 
upon the table.—The house resolved itself 
into a committee of ways and means, and 
voted the duties on land, malt, pensions, 
offices, sugar, tobacco, and snuff. The re. 
port was ordered to be received on Friday, 
—Mr. Young, from the commissioners of 
the customs, presented at the bar, “an 
Account of the total number of vessels, 
with the amount of their tonnage, which 
had been registered in his majesty’s domi 
nions on the 30th Sept. in the years 1805 
and 4; distinguishing cach year; and also, 
an account of the number of vessels, with 
the amount of their tonnage, which have 
been annually built and registered in the 
several ports of the British Empire, he- 
tween 5th Jan. 1793 and 5th Jan. 1805, 
Ordered to lie upon the table.—Mr. James 
Fitzgerald gave notice that on I’riday next, 
he’would move for leave to bring in a bill 
to ascertain the exact state of the popula 
tion of Ireland. 

[Arrairs or Inpra.] Mr. Paull rose to 
make his promised motion, respecting the 
production of lord Melville’s letter, rela 
tive to the Company’s debt,. Many persons 
might be perhaps disposed to ask, upoi 
what grounds such a young member as he 
was, should obtrude himself so frequently 
on the house on the affairs of India. To 
such persons his answer was plain and sim 
ple. He was conscious of the imminent 
danger which threatened our India posses- 
sions, and therefore he was resolved 10 
raise his voice, however feeble, with & 
view to rouse the attention of the house 
to this point. The house did not seem @ 
be aware of the alarming state of the affairs 
of India. When the debt of India amounk 
ed to 14 millions, lord Melville had write 
ten to the chairman of the company, Te 
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commending a plan, which, in those cir- 
tamstances, appeared to him absolutely ne- 


vessary 


the country at large. 


some future: day, 


tions agreed upon in their charter. 


singular’ circumstances. 


Melville. 
hon. gent. begged leave to. add one word 
fiore: lord Melville had written’ 
the court of directors upon this subject, 
in the most earnest manner; 


adeath-bed warning. He would ‘say this 
oflord Melville, that his plans for the re- 
gulation of India were well conceived, and 


discovered proofs of no ordinary compre- 


hension in him who proposed them. Upon 


the execution of them, indeed, he was of 


opinion, that the very existence of India, 
connected with this country, depended, 
wid therefore he hoped that the directors 
themselves would come forward and pro- 
mote this enquiry; or, if not, that the 


bard of controul, dr some individual of 


that board, would come forward and give 


wety assistance to the measure. ‘If the’ 
debt'of?14 millions appalled lord Melville,’ 


what ought to be the vigour and attention 
«ployed now, when the debt amounted to 
millions ? The directors and the board 
ftontroul- were in some degree bound by 
thes ‘circumstances to come forward and 
Wetheir'support to such an enquiry as he 
- It would be said, and he wished 
Wanticipate this objection, that the alarm- 
increase of the debt arose from the 

» p's that had taken place in India. He 


wes wh 
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to be pursued, and expressing his 
opinion, that if it was not pursued, the 
consequences would be dangerous, not 
only to the concerns of the East-India com- 

ny, but injurious to the prosperity of 
His object in mov- 
ing for this letter of lord Melville, written 
when the debt of the company was only 
{4 millions, was this: he designed, on 
to move for a select 
committee of the house, to enquire into the 
guses of the alarming increase of the 
debt of the company, and of their failure 
tocomply with the conditions and ee 
The 
object which he had at present in view, 
was one of the last importance, since the 
debt of the company had increased .from 
j4to 30 millions, in the thirteenth year 
from the renewal of their charter, without 
aay of the conditions agreed upon having 
been performed on their parts, It was high 
time to enquire into’ the causes of these 
It was with’ this 
view that he moved for the letter of lord 
Having read the motion, the 


to 
and, ‘in- 


deed, his opinion had been given them, 
insome measure, with all the solemnity of 
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was firmly persuaded, however, that the 
debt had not increased from this cause par- 
ticularly, ahd he engaged to shew, unless 
the directors came forward.‘in this affair, 
that it was owing to a cause of a very dif 
ferent nature. He was resolved, at least 
as far as lay in his power, to fix responsi- 
bility where it ought to attach, and this 
was the great object which he had in view, 
in the efforts which he made, and was in- 
clined to make, on this subject. The hon, 
gent. concluded by moving, ‘‘ That there 
be laid before the house a copy of the. let- 
ter from the right hon. Henry Dundas, now 
lord viscount Melville, to the chairman of 
the East-India Company, dated the 30th 
of June, 1801.” 

Mr. Wallace said, he had no objection 
to the production of the letter now called 
for, but at the same time he wished it to 
be understood that in acceding to this he 
did not by any means accede to the pro- 
priety and truth of the observations of the 
hon, gent. who had made the motion, or 
to any future motions or opinions that 
might, by him, be founded upon it. This 
also he must say, that the hon. gentohad 
not acted altogether with‘strict fairness, in 
making his motion so early, and prefacing 
it with so many remarks, which would have 
been more properly introduced when those 
were present who might be able, from the 
situations they held, to meet them in a 
clear and proper manner, The hon. gent. 
had adverted to the caise of the increase 
of the debt, and touched upon one argu- 
ment against him, which he wished to an- 
ticipate. He was correct in supposing 
that war would be’ alledged as the great 
cause of the increase \of the India Debt, 
and he had no doubt that when the subject 
came to be investigated, this, would be 
proved to be the real state of the case, 

Mr. Paull wished to say one word in; 
reply. He had come early to the house,, 
and had certainly waited a reasonable time 
for those who might be best informed upon, 
and most. interested in this business, It 
was not his wish to take the house, or any | 
person in, it, By surprise; but he had a’ 
most. important object in view, and was, 
convinced that delay. would be-highly pre- 
judicial to the interests of the country. If. 
there was a cause of, the debt, foreign to 
the war in which India had been engaged, 
and if by this cause the public had been, 
deprived of the benefits that might result 
from the performance of the conditions of 
the East-India Company's charter, it was 
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high time the business should be“investi- 
‘gated, and that no delay should take place, 
beyond what was absolutely necessary from 
the nature of the thing itself—The mo- 
tion was then put and agreed to. After 
which the hon. gent. gave notice, that on 
‘Tuesday se’nnight he would move for a 
select committee to enquiré into the 
causes of the alarming increasé of the 
debt of the East-India company, and of 
their failure’ to perform the conditions, 
terms, and stipulations, contained in their 
charter. 

{Army Estrmates.] The Secretary at 
War presented estimates of the expences 
of the army in Great Britain and Ireland, 
on the continent, and the colonies, of 
cage and garrisons, militia forces, &c. 

wr three months, from 25th Dec. 1605. 
The right hon. gent. in giving notice 
that it was his intention to move these es- 
timates on Friday, thought it necessary to 
state, that he brought them before the 
house in consequence of the total exhaus- 
tidtt of the funds granted last year for the 
@tiny estimates, by which an immediate 
prévision’ was required for the current ser- 
vice. He had framed them on the scale 
of the last year, and the short period of 
three months, in ordér that the new ad- 
ministration might have an early opportu. 
nity of réconsidering them and making any 
a}tération they, might think proper, Under 
these circumstances, he trusted there could 
be no objection to his moving them on 
Friday. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, January 31. 

[Conrrivextat Wan.] Lord Mulgrave 
' 6Bserved, that in reference to what he had 
statéd on a former evening, he should have, 
By command of his majesty, to lay before 
the house, on Monday next, some addi- 
tion’ papers’ and documents, relative to 
tle’ tredties, copies of which he laid on 
the table last Tuesday. Of these, the 
prints were ready for delivery. When the 
additional documents should be before the 
house, fe’ should have to trouble their 
lordships with somie observations respect- 
ing the nature and effect of those treaties, 
and the reasons for the farther communi- 
cation of papers to the extent to. which 
they should be laid before the house, and 
why a farther selection of papers was 
deemed unnecessary, He hoped what he 
then said would ‘be sufficient to induce a} 
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full attendance of their lordships, for th, 
consideration of what he should submit. 
After some routine business was transactg 
the noble lord again rose, and stated, that 
further consideration, he thought it wo 
be proper, in order to insure a full 9 
tendance for the discussion of a subjeot gf 


such public magnitude and importance, to | 


have their lordships summoned ; and, 4 
Tuesday next would most probably be the 
day on which he should have to submit te 
considerations to which he alluded, hy 
should move, that the lords be summonej 
for Tuesday next: this, on the questigg 
being put, was orderéd accordingly, 


—_—_—_—_ 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, January 31. 


[Mixvutzs.] Mr. W. Pole presenteda 
account of the expenditure of the ordnance, 
which had not been provided for by pa. 
liament, and an estimate of the probable 
events of that department for a certain p 
riod. The hon. member observed, 
his motive in bringing forward this account 
was, in order that the department to which 
it reférred should experience no obstruc 
tion, but that the treasury should be en 
abled to issue the sums necessary for its 
supply, yntil the new administration should 


\be arranged, and prepared to bring forward 
‘the ordnance estimates for the year. The 


account, &c. was ordered to lie on the ta 
ble, and the hon. gent. gave notice, thathe 


would on Monday next, in the committee 
j of supply, move the grants required.—Mr, 


Alexander brought up the report of the 
committee of ways and means; the tt 
solutions of which were read and agreed 
to, and bills ordered to be brought in ae 
cordingly.—Lord Stopford appeared at the 
bar, and stated that bis majesty had been 
waited upon with the addresses of the 
house, relative to the erection of, # mont 
ment to lord Nelson, at St. Paul’s;. to the 
erection of monuments to captains Duf 
and Cooke; the interment of the remain 
of Mr. Pitt, &c. and that his majesty was 
graciously pleased to express his’ readiness 
to comply with the wishes of the house= 
Mr. Huskisson presented, a ‘ List of At 
countants in respect of whom the exectr 
tion of any process hath been controlled, 
suspended, or prevented, by. authority. 
his majesty, within the year preceding the 
commencement of the present session 
parliament.”——Mr. Keene moved foro 
pies or extracts of the proceedings of te 
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¢iief governor and council of India, re- 
ting the several claims of individuals 

on the late and present nabob of Oude, 
her with a report of the proceedings 

of the court of directors upon the same 
sidject.” Ordered. Mr. 5. Bourne rose 
to move the reading of the order for a 
ballot upon the subject of the petition 
which related tothe last Middlesex elec- 
tion; with a view, he said, to follow it up 
a/motion, that that order should be dis- 
ged, and the ballot postponed to ano- 
ther day. The hon. member stated, that 
it did not appear probable that the num- 
ber required for a ballot, would in the pre- 
sent circumstances attend on Friday next; 
aud, as in case of their non-attendance, 
adjournment would of course take place, 
which would produce a delay attended with 


much inconvenience to the public business ; ' 


itwas therefore his wish to fix the ballot 
fot Friday, when the attendance ot a suf- 
ficient number of members was more like- 
ly, The hon. member thought it unne- 
cessary to give any previous notice of this 
motion, as neither of the parties immedi- 
ately interested had any objection to the pro- 
posed postponement, The Speaker appre- 
hended that previous notice of such a mo- 
tion ought to be given, even though both 
the parties concerned were disposed to 
consent to the motion itself. For the prin- 
cipal object of such notices was, that the 
house should not be taken by surprise. 
Agreeably to this shygestion, Mr. S. Bourne 
gave notice of his motion for Monday next. 

(Iaise Porpuxation Bint.] Mr. James 
Fitzgerald rose, pursuant to notice, to move 
forlvave to bring in a bill for the purpose 
ofascertaining the population of lreland. 
The right hon. gent. expressed his wish to 
asimilate the laws and regulatious of Ire- 
land to those of this country, as far as it 
Was just and expedient. ‘lo the speaker 
he observed that this part of the united 
kingdom. was, among other advantages, in- 
debted for a measure of a similar nature ; 
aid he was happy to know that the pro- 
peition he was about to submit to the 
house, met the approbation of that justly 
tespected personage. It must indeed be 
dbvious to every man conversant with the 
subject, that to ascertain the population 
of i country, was a grand desideratum in 
political economy, whether considered with 
iegard to its physical force, its agricultu- 
til produce, or its financial capacities. In 
lteland, the right hon. gent. observed, 

were not the sume facilities for enu- 
Vou. VI, 
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merating the population that were to be 
found in this country. For, in that part 
of the united kingdom, there was no regu- 
lar registry of births or deaths. Besides, 
there were rio poor-laws; through the over- 
seers and others employed in the execu- 
tion of which, in England, means weré 
easily had to discover the number of the 
population. Therefore, to remedy this in- 
convenience with regard te Ireland, the 
right hon. gent. proposed to introduce a 
clause into the bill, authorising the magis- 
trates of the county of the city of Dublin, 
with the advice of their recorder, and the 
magistrates of the other Irish counties, 
aided by the advice of the assistant bar 
rister, at a general quarter sessions, to ap- 
point one or more householder, according 
to necessity, for each barony, parish, or 
such other district as might be deemed ex- 
pedient, for the purpose of collecting a list 
of the inhabitants of such districts, the ex- 
pence arising from such appointments, &c. 
to be defrayed by the assessment of the 
grand juries of the several counties, in the 
sume manner as presentments for roads, 
&e. are now provided for. The right hon. 
gent, stated his intention to move that the - 
bill should, as soon as it was brought in, 
be read a first time and printed. He 
would then let it stand over for some time, 
in order that all persons concerned should 
have a full opportunity of examining it, 
and from that consideration, he should 
not move the second reading until after 
the Easter recess—The motion was agreed 
to, and the right hon. mover was appoint- 
ed, with Mr. Grattan and others, to pre- 
pare and bring in the bill. 

[Army Esrimates.] The Secretary at 
War, in moving that the house should re- 
solve itself into a committee of supply, for 
the purpose of taking the army estimates 
into consideration, took occasion to ob- 
serve, that he hoped there would be no 
objection to the proposed mode of pro- 
ceeding, although it was a departure from 
the general custom with regard to army 
estimates. ‘These estimates were, usually, 
at least a week on the table, before an 
proposition was made to vote them in the 
committee; and such time for previous 
consideration was no doubt proper and 
necessary, upon a vote of such magnitude. 
But yet in this case, although the estimates 
were but two days on the table; he trusted 
that the peculiar circumstances of the 
country would reconcile the house to the 
course he meant to pursue. When the 
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new administration was arranged, an ad- 
journment for a fortnight was likely to 
take place, and if the estimates he had the 
honour to present, were not voted pre- 
vious to such adjournment, considerable 
embarrassment would arise in the military 
department, This circumstance would, he 
had no doubt, prevent any objection to 
the motions he proposed to submit; such 
objection there would be the less inclina- 
tion to press, when it was understood that 
the estimates on the table reached only to 
the 24th of March next, and were formed 
on the same scale as those of the last 
year; thus it was left open for those who 
were to succeed to the administration to 
make up the military arrangements for the 
remainder of the year. Upon these grounds 
he trusted, that in bringing forward the 
supplies in the way he had described, he 
should stand acquitted in the judgment of 
the house of any wish to intrude himself, 
or any unnecessary plan, upon their con- 
sideration, If any precedent were wanted 
to justify the conduct he adopted, he could 


refer to the act of one of his predecessors, 


in Office (Mr. Windham), to whose very 
superior abilities he was ready to pay the 
utmost deference. That right hon. gent. 
he remembered, in the year 1799, laid the 
army estimates on the table onthe Ist of 
Oct. and they were voted on the 3d. They 
were on his proposition adopted, But, in- 
dependently of precedent, he was persuad- 
ed that the urgency of the present circum- 
stances would imtduce the house to accede 
to his motion.--The army estimates were 
then referred to a committee of supply, 
into which the house resolved. , 

The Secretary at War, before he made 
any motion, observed, that on recollec- 
tion he had forgot to state to the com- 
mittee that there was some addition to the 
scale upon which the estimates for last 
year were grauted, and this addition was 
occasioned by the augmentation of the re- 
gular army; particularly owing to the 
transfer of men from the militia, in conse- 
quence of the act of last sessions, To this 
addition he,did not apprehend that any 
gent. would be disposed ta object. It 
would be recollected, that if any part of 
the estimates should appear to be over- 
rated, a proportionate deduction might be 
made in the estimates to be brought for- 
ward in March, The right hon. gent. con- 
cluded with submitting the following 
Tesolutions; which were acceded to.— 
Ist, 134,473 effective men, including com- 
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missioned and non-commissioned office, 
for the service of the united kingdom, ay 
on the continent, for three months, fii 
the 25th of Dec. to the 24th of 

both inclusive. 2d, 1,193,105/. for th 
subsistence of this force. 3d, 505,03%) 
for the use of our troops, &c. in the ply 
tations, including Gibraltar, the Medite, 
ranean, Ceylon, and New South Wala, 
4th, 647,584/. for the subsistence, &e, ¢ 
the militia of the united kingdom, andd 
the corps of miners in Devon and Cornwal, 

Sir John Wrottesley asked whether th 
allowance to the volunteers was include 
in these estimates; and also whether 
provision was made for the clothing d 
any of that body? 

The Secretary. at War answered in th 
negative, The estimate respecting thew 
lunteers was brought forward separate) 
last year, and the same course would by 
pursued in the present. ‘The provision fy 
that description of force, was not sou 
gent in point of time, as any of thosey 
which the votes of the committee related, 
No doubt, provision would be made fm 
the volunteer force in the course of theses, 
sion, and that the necessary allowance fi 
clothing would be included in that prov 
sion.—The house resumed, and the repor 





























was ordered to be brought up on Monday, # sce 
; “an 
“ mé 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. : 
é 
Saturday, February 1. ps 






[Minutes.] Mr, Alexander broughty 
the report of the committee of supply a 
the army estimates. ‘I'he resolutions wer 
agreed to, nem,con—~Mr, Alexander brought 
ia bills for continuing for one year, fron 
the expiration of the last grant, the usual 
duties on land, malt, &c. The bills wer 
read a first time, and ordered to be reads 
second time on Monday.—Lord Castle 
reagh presented the following message from 
his majesty, viz. “Geo. R. His majesy 
‘¢ having taken into his royal consideration 
“the splendid and unparalleled achiete 
“ments of the late vice-admiral lord ve 
‘count Nelson, knt. of the most hon, 0 
‘“‘ der of the Bath, during a life spentm 
‘the service of his country, and_ terh 
‘nated jn the moment of victory by! 
“glorious death, and being desirous d 
“ conferring on his relict lady viscounles 
‘*¢ Nelson a net annuity of 2000/. pera 
‘“‘ num for the term of her natural life, 
“ commends it to his faithful commonsi 


“ consider of a proper method of enabling 
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whis majesty to grant such annuity, and of 
“securing and settling the same in such 
« manner as shall be thought most effectual 
«for the benetit of the said lady viscountess 
“Nelson. G. R.”—Lord Castlereagh pre- 
sented the following message from his ma- 
jesty, viz. “ Geo. R. His majesty having 
*taken into his royal consideration the 
“signal and important service performed 
by Cuthbert lord Collingwood, vice-ad- 
«miral of the blue, in the ever-memora- 
“ble and decisive victory obtained by the 
# feet under the command of vice-admiral 
« Jord viscount Nelson over the combined 
“fleets of France and Spain off Cape Tra- 
“falvar, in the month of Oct. last; and 
“his highly meritorious conduct after the 
“action, not only highly honourable to 
“himself, but greatly beneficial to the 
“ynited kingdom; and being desirous 
“to bestow upon the said Cuthbert lord 
“Collingwood some considerable and last- 
“ing mark of his royal favour, as a testi- 
“mony of his majesty’s approbation of the 
“said services; and for this purpose to 
“give and grant unto the said Cuthbert 
“Jord Collingwood, and to the two next 
“succeeding heirs male of the body of the 
«said Cuthbert lord Collingwood, to whom 
“the title of baron Collingwoood shall de- 
*scend, for and during their lives, a net 
“annuity of 2000/7. per annum; but his 
“majesty not having it in his power to 
“grant an annuity to that amount, or to 
“extend the: effect of the said grant be- 
“yond the term of his own life, recom- 
“mends it to his faithful commous to con- 
“sider of a proper method of enabling his 
“majesty to grant the same, and of ex- 
“tending, securing, and settling such an- 
“nuity to the said Cuthbert lord Colling- 
“wood, and to the two next persons on 
“whom the title of baron Collingwood 
“shall descend, in such manner as shall 
“be thought most effectual for the benefit 
“of the said Outhbert lord Collingwood 
“and his family. G. R.”—Lord Castle- 
téagh presented* also, the following mes- 
tye from his majesty, viz. ‘Geo. R. 
“His majesty being désirous of conferring 
“asignal mark of bis favour and appro- 
“bation on rear-admiral sir Richard 
“Strachan, bart. in consequence of the 
“entinent services rendered by him, in the 
“capture of a French squadron in the 
“month of Nov. last, and of the valour 
“and skill displayed by him on that occa- 
“sion, recommends it to his faithful com- 
mons to enable his majesty to make pro- 


“ vision for securing to the said sir Richard 
*¢Strachan a pension of 1000/. per ann. 
‘* for the term of his natural life. G.R.” 
Resolved, that the house would on Mon- 
day next, resolve itself into a committee 
of the whole house, on the*said messages, 
—Lord Castlereagh gave notice, that he 
would on Monday move dn address to his 
inajesty, for the erection of a monument 
to the memory of the late marquis Corns 
wallis, 

[Arrarrs oF Ixpta.] Mr. Wallace 
rose, to move for the production of cer- 
tain papers referring to a subject which 
an hon. gent. (Mr. Paull) had thought 
proper to bring under the consideration 
of the house. These papers, the hon. 
gent. stated, were necessary fully to elu- 
cidate the different questions to which an 
hon. gent. (Mr. Francis) had-alluded in 
the course of the last sessions. ‘They re~ 
ferred principally to those treaties and 
transactions in India, upon which it was 
endeavoured to inculpate the character of 
the noble marquis (Wellesley) who lately 
presided over the government of that coun- 
try. ‘To repel the charges against that no- 
ble marquis, and to enable the house com- 
pletely to understand, and satisfactorily to 
determine upon the whole of the transac- 
tions alluded to, the papers he meant to 
move for were essentially necessary. The 
hon. gent. concluded with moving for the 
production of “ extracts of the letters ad- 
dressed by the governor-general in coun- 
cilon the 28th of August, 1786, to the 
court of directors, on the subject of the 
troops employed by the nabob of Oude, 
&c. together with a copy of the answer 
of the directors to the said letter in the 
year 1787.” 

Mr. Paull expressed his surprise and dis« 
satisfaction that such delay should have 
oceurred in bringing forward the ‘papers 
which had been some timé since ordered, 
pursuant to his motion, and :wished to 
know from the hon, gent. why such delay 
had occurred? 

Mr. iWallace replied, that, according to 
the terms of the orders alluded to, which 
left to the board of controul a discretion 
of considering which of the papers the 
hon. gent. moved for could be produced, 
consistently with the interest of the public 
service, that board had-taken the subject 
into their serious’ consideration, and as 
soon as their decision could be formed, 
the orders of the house would be complied 
with. or 
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Mr. Paull observed, that the papers he 
had moved for were so essential to the ends 
of justice, particularly with regard to the 
nabob of Oude, that he thought it incum- 
bent on the board of controul to come for- 
ward and state the reasons why they de- 
clined to Jay them before the house. 

Mr. Wallace begged the hon. gent. to 
recollect, that the papers he referred to had 
not been refused. 

Mr. Wallace moved also for the co- 
pies of several letters, addressed by the 
residents at the court of Oude, &c. to 
the governor-general in council; the let- 
ters of governor Duncan, generals St. 
Vincent and Craig, &c. from the year 1785 
to that of 1801, together with the political 
letters of lord Cornwallis, to the court of 
directors, during the several years of his 
government in India. —These motions were 
agreed to. 

Mr. Wailace then mentioned, that as 
allusion had. been frequently made else- 
where to a letter addressed by the court 
of directors to the governor-general and 
council of India, for the purpose of an- 
nulling the appointment of the hon. Henry 
Wellesley to the office of lieut. general of 
certain provinces which had been trans- 
ferred to our dominion, he thought it ne- 
eessary to say that no such letter had ever 
been sent out. Such a letter had, no doubt, 
- been transmitted by the court of directors 
to the board of controul; but that 
board had thought proper to refuse send- 
ing it to India, and returned it to the di- 
rectors, accompanied. by a letter contain- 
ing the reasons of that refusal. Drafts ot 
the oviginal letter and the reply it was his 
wish to have laid before the house, in 
order that a subject which had been much 
animadverted upon should be fully under- 
stood. The right hon. gent. submitted mo- 
tions accordingly, which were agreed to. 


a 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, February 3. 


{Mixures.] On the motion of Mr. S. 
Bourne the order of the day for taking in- 
to consideration the petition, complaining 
of an undue election for the county of 
Middlesex, was read and discharged, and 
the same order fixed for Friday next.— 
Mr. W..M. Pitt presented a petition from 
the, debtors confined in the gaol of Dorset, 
praying for relief. Ordered to lie on the 
tab s-—-Mr. H. Lascelles. brought up the 
report of the committee on the York West- 
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Riding petition, conformably to which lear 
was given to bring in a bill for the ereetiog 
of a court-house, for the better accommo 
dation of the justices of the peace for that 
Riding-— Onthe motion of Mr. 8. Bourn; 
a new writ was ordered for the borough of 
Wendover, in the room of the right hon, 
Charles Long, who, since his election, hag 
accepted of the office of chief secretary to 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland.—The malt 
duty bill was read a second time and op 
dered to be committed to-morrow.-—Thy 
pension, office, and persona} estates duty 
bill was also read a second time and com 
mitted for to-morrow.—-On the motion of 
Mr. W. Pole, the house went into a com 
mittee to consider further of the supply to 
be granted to his majesty. ‘To this come 
mittee was also referred the estimate pre 
sented on Friday last of the sums expends 
ed by the board of ordnance, and not pn. 
vided for by parliament. Resolutions were 
adopted for grauting such suns as might 
cover the estimates; and the house having 
resumed, the report was ordered to be re. 
ceived to-morrow. 

[Monument to Marquis Connwar 
uis.} Lord Castlereagh, in rising to call 
the attention of the house to the®motion 
of which hé had given notice on a forme 
night, declared, that mo mam was more 
strongly impressed than himself with the 
conviction, that the country ought not to 
rbe called, upon to grant the highest he 
nours it had to bestow, unless the elaim to 
those. honours was clearly and distinctly 
made out. As a general principle, it wag 
wise and prudent, that these honeursshould 
rather be given in the contemplation of 
some splendid and signal services, which 
admitted of no dispute, than for the genera 
merits of a hie mixed with political mate 
|ter, about which there might be a grea 
difference of opinion. This rule, however 
though-geveral, was by no means univers, 
Some splendid exceptions had oceurted, 
and cases. which were not to be confined 
within the common couree of precedent 
The case he had now to present, to the 
consideration of the house was not aca 
ofa common nature. ‘The motion he bat 
to make was respecting the honours-which 
should be paid to the memory of aman 
who had. something in his charactervant 
the whole of his conduct, which disarmed 
all party feeling, and made. every one 
clined to pay him the tribute of public g® 
titude and of individual respect. The late 


— 
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marquis Cornwallis was a man whose 
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Jents were, perhaps, not of @ nature suffi- 
ciently splendid to distinguish him by elo- 
quence in thé senate, but yet his career 
was useful and brilliant. He combined, 
with the professional knowledge of a sol- 
dier, that degree of political judgment 
which made him equally serviceable to his 
country in the civil and the military ca- 
ity. To speak of him as a soldier, a 
high degree of praise was due to him. No 
degree of prosperity or good fortune was 
able to strip him of the virtues of gene- 
rosity, maderation, and forbearance, for 
which he was so eminently distinguished ; 
por did any reverse of fortune which he 
encountered, lower his professional repu- 
tation, or deprive him of the respect even 
of his enemies. In his political life, he 
had rendered the most important services 
to iis country, and had preserved the: 
game exalted character. He first carried 
with him to the government of India, 
those two grand principles to which the 
good government and prosperity of those 
countries must be principally attributed. 
The first was, giving the natives a fixed 
apd certain property in the lands they cul- 
tivated, and the second was the introduc- 
tion of a stable administration of justice. 
To him was principally committed the 
management of the union in Ireland; and 
although this was a subject whereon he 
knew. some would differ trom him in opi- 
nion, he must be allowed to say, that he 
considered it as one of the most essential 
services to the state, and which posterity 
would do justice to. He could not avoid 
reminding the house, that he also had con- 
cluded the peace of Amiens; a peace 
which, allhough at the present day many 
might object to, was approved by parlia- 
went, and had the cordial concurrence of 
himself, and those with whom he had the 
honour at that time to act. ~Their suc- 
cessors in oftice would feel, that it was 
this peace which gave them the means of 
carryiyg with them the public spirit, and 
raising the public force, to meet the dil- 
ficulties in which this country was now 
placed. After the brilliamt successes which 
had been obtained in India, under the ad- 
ministration of the marquis of Wellesley, it 
was thought that it would be useful tothe 
country to employ the talents of the mar- 
quis Cornwallis, in consolidating those pos- 
sessions which the British arms had gained. 
Although at the close of life, his lordship, 
With a self-devotion. which cannot be too 
praised, resolved to eurbark. for 
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whatever place in which he could be most 
serviceable to his country. His health had 
been in adeclining state even before he left 
Great Britain, and he soon fell a victim to 
the climate of India. It was worthy of 
notice, that, within a very short space of 
time, the country had been, by the hand 
of Providence, deprived of three of its 
most distinguished characters, He thought 
it would be no contempt to the living to 
say, that three greater characters, than 
those who had so lately fallen, could not 
be found throughout the empire. Cons 
nected as he was, by the sincerest friend- 
ship, with the marquis Cornwallis while he 
lived, and knowing better than most gens 
tlemen in that house the great services he 
had rendered the country, no man wag 
more bound than he was to call for every 
honour to his memory, now that he was no 
more. His lordship concluded by moving, 
‘¢ that an humble address be presented to his 
majesty, praying that he would be graci- 
ously pleased to direct that a public mo~ 
nument should be erected in the cathedral 
church of St. Paul, to the memory of 
Charles marquis Cornwallis, late governor 
general of Bengal, in memory of his high 
and unblemished character, his leng and 
eminent services, and his unwearied zea} 
and devotion, to the last moments of hig 
life, in the cause of his country.” : 
Mr. Charles Grant, in rising to second 
the motion made by the noble lord, con- 
ceived himself peculiarly qualified to speak 
to the merits of the noble marquis so far 
as they respected India. From his per- 
sonal knowledge of that country, and from 
his residence there during the administra- 
tion of that lamented nobleman, he was 
able to bear testimony to the happy ef 
fects of the regulations he had introduced 
into the government ofthatcountry. The re- 
gulations he had introduced respecting 
property were of the highest importance, - 
und the good effects they had produced 
would amply justify any encomium that 
might be passed on that subject. It had 
before been a question whether property 
should be hereditary. The wise policy, 
however,, that guided the conduct of‘ lord 
Cornwallis, in that, as m every other in. 
stance, had been rendered abundantly ob- 
vious, by the effects it had produced on 
the prospects of the country —After a va- 
riety of observations, which were delivered 
in a low tone of voice, the hon. member 
declared the impossibility of doing justice 
to the memory of that great man, whether 
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in respect to the integrity, the ability, or 
erdour, he had uniformly -displayed in the 
service of the public. 

Mr. Francis.—The motion, sir, which 
has just been made by the noble lord, 
and supported with great propriety by the 
hon. director of the India company, wants 
no seconding of mine to recommend it. 
I believe it is as much in unison with the 
judgement and feelings of every man in 
this house and in the nation, as it is with 
mine. have many motives for wishing to 
take some part in it. One of them has 
arisen accidentally from a passage in the 
noble lord’s speech, repeated and enforced 
by the hon. director. I find now, though 
it had not occurred to me before, that I 
am personally indebted to the memory of 
the noble lord whom we have lost, It is said, 
and, I doubt not, very truly, that lord 
Cornwallis, proceeding on a principle of 
benevolence, which in my mind is the 
essence of wisdom, and the foundation of 
national prosperity, made it his first care 
to protect the people, whom fortune or 
Providence has placed under our dominion, 
Let our right be what it may, 1am sure 
there is no other way to make the pos- 
session either profitable or secure. On 
this principle lord Cornwallis gave to the 

_Ratives of Bengal a security in their 
janded property ; I appeal to the noble lord, 
and more particularly to the hon. director, 
whether this is not the very plan which 
I proposed in 1776, and which lord Corn- 
wallis has done me the honour to adopt 
and execute? I am bound to be grateful 
to his memory for the honour he has done 
me. In stating other reasons for my con- 
eurrence in this motion, I shall confine my 
yiew to the Indian theatre, as the hon. di- 
rector has done. I know it best, and that, 
on, this ground, lord Cornwallis’s merits 
are not only eminent but indisputable. 
Sir, an occupation of thirty years at home 
and abroad in the service of India, has 
given mea claim to an interest in any 
question that concerns it. He who has 
served that country, as lord Cornwallis 
has,done, is entitled, on that score, to all 
the return that I can make him. To do 
him -honour is not in my power. But it 
is honourable to myself to contribute, if 
I can, to the only reward that can now 
be given him. 
to it by another tie. Every gentleman in 
this house cannot know as well as I do, 
what his merit was.in undertaking to go 
to India at so advanced a period of his life. 
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He could not be insensible of the prob 
bility there was that he might’ never », 
turn to England. I thought it a certainy, 
He saw his danger, and he encountered} 
without hesitation - for the public goog 
It was a danger too, which, though farh, 
yond that of a battle; had no prospegty 
military fame to recommend it.—Anoth 
argument arises out of this consideratigg, 
The merits and the honour of lord Com 
wallis are not within the reach of digi 
nution; but his fortune has not been equal 
to his deserts. It has not been his loty 
die where his gallant mind would hay 
led him, in the front of a glorious conte 
with the enemies of his country, atith 
head of a successful army, and in the any 
of victory. Is it possible to doubt that be, 
who risked his life for a most meritorioy 
purpose, but without the hope of ‘fame 
would not gladly have resigned it, onth 
same principle, in any other field, in which 
honour might have been obtained? Tha 
good fortune was denied him. It isou 
duty then to repair and fill up what my 
wanting in the measure due to his web 
earned character. Let the gratitude d 
his country accompany his name in it 
descent to the latest posterity. The meé 
sure proposed is all we can do, and I a 
proud of having some share in it. 

Mr. Windham said, that with all histe 
spect for lord Cornwallis, notwithstanding 
his regret for his loss, and his firm persum 
sion of the many virtues that he possessed, 
he still very much doubted whether he wa 
entitled to such honours as had been pre 
posed. ‘The same objection occurred 
him that he had stated on a former oct 
sion. He thought, that those honoun 
should principally be given on accountd 
splendid talents employed successfully. Aj 
for his concluding the peace of Amiens; it 
could not be expected, that he should think 
that added much to his claim. Although 
his services had not been altogether # 
brilliant as those of some men, yet, whe 
he considered the purity of his mind, aid 
the great virtues which he possessed, lit 
should not in this particular case oppo# 
the motion. 

Mr. Wilberforce expressed himself 
tremely happy, on many grounds, that tiis 
motion had been brought forward, asi 
gave him an opportunity of expressingtt 
sentiments of gratitude he felt for thea 
nent services of the noble marquis, Mt 
felt great pleasure in hearing the noble 
lord, and the hon. director, as well i 
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honemember opposite to him (Mr. Fran- 
cis), who were all so well acquainted with 
India, pay such unequivocal tributes of 
raise, and bear such ample testimony to 
his great deserts ; but he was desirous, that 
they also, who were not so well acquaint- 
ed with India should have an opportunity 
of expressing their opinions and their 
feglings in favour of one, whose whole life 
hal been devoted to the service of his 
country. If we looked back to the history 
of any country, in ancient or modern 
fimes, what. was the situation of the dis- 
tant colonies they possessed? ‘Too often 
we shall find the unfortunate people groan- 
ing, and miserable under the weight of a 
stem of tyranny, oppression, and rapa- 
city, exercised without mercy and with- 
out bounds, by their governors; for the 
purpose, in the first place, of enriching 
themselves; and, in the.next, of provid- 
ingasmuch more as would purchase them 
security from all enquiry at home. But 
how very different from those, was the con- 
duct of this great and good man, who had 
caused British laws and regulations for the 
security of persons and property, to be trans- 
planted into the bosom of India, and fos- 
fered and extended to its most distant 
parts; who. had, while there, been the idol 
of millions, and who left it with the bles- 
sing of all who knew his name. In his 
civil, military, and diplomatic capacity, 
he.had, on every occasion, evinced the 
most ardent zeal and anxiety, to do ser- 
vice to his country; and in this last great 
act, he had only tailed, from an unfortu- 
nate diminution and decay of bodily 
strength, In all his former transactions, 
behad been crowned with success; and if 
life had been allowed him now, he had no 
doubt, but his great exertions, and the 
high estimation his character was so de- 
srvedly held in by all ranks and degrees 
ofthe people of India, that he would have 
awhieved for his country brighter succes- 
8,and more. extensive advantages, than 
those it had already to boast of. Every 
“tion of the noble marquis seemed tu 
have been so connected with the happiness 
ofthe people, that it had produced the 
happiest. effect; and he hoped we might, 
tirough his example, convince the millions 
there, who are subject to our sway, that we 
aable, and willing also, to rule with jus- 
lite, and make those we govern happy. 
fie thanked -the noble lord, therefore, for 

Ming brought forward this motion, which 

phe said, his warmest approbation, 


Mr. O'Hara said, that if the noble 
lord had confined his ‘motion to the con 
duct of the noble marquis in India alone, 
either on his first or second visit, or to 
both, he certainly should not have had the 
smallest objection to giving his vote: for 
any honours to his memory ; but, when he 
brought forward other subjects, and blend- 
ed them together, as he had nowdone, he 
could not but suppose that he must awaken 
in him, and many more hon. members, who 
had the same cause to feel as he did, the 
most. melancholy and painful sensations. 
The noble lord had alluded to the peace of 
Amiens. For his own part, he could see no 
great merit in that transaction, nor any be- 
nefit accruing from it to the country, nor had 
he ever heard othersspeak of it more favour- 
ably than as an act of necessity.. But wher 
he went further, and alluded to the Union 
of Ireland with this country, he could by no 
means givea vote for funera! honours to the 
memory of a man, who had had so princi- 
pal a share in that transaction, which he 
looked on as mischievous and fatal to the 
interests of Jreland. He felt this the more 
poignantly and deeply, whem he recollected 
that the people of that country had, not 
long before, obtained a constitution, which 
was the wish and pride of their hearts; 
which promised to make them a prosper- 
ous, an independent, and a happy people; 
and which had, in fact, during the: short 
time they had enjoyed it, done more than 
was expected. They had, since the union, 
experienced a very different system indeed ; 
a system the very reverse of what he had 
just mentioned, and which must, ere long, 
if that disastrous measure should not be 
rescinded by this country, prove, from its 
extreme expensiveness, altogether ruinous 
to Ireland. When he recollected also the 
shametul and barefaced corruption, which 
was openly carried on, for the purpose of 
carrying that fatal measure, and which 
reflected the greatest disgrace on the jus- 
tice of this country, and called to mind 
the high part the marquis Cornwallis filled 
in the scene of that transaction, he must 
oppose the motion, and thought no one 
could fairly blame him. for objecting to it. 

Mr. Huddleston observed, that mar- 
quis Cornwallis was one of the greatest 
characters, as appeared to him, that ever 
went from this country to India; indeed 
his name was well known, and greatly ad- 
mired in every part of the world, He 
carried with him to India that for which 
his pame will never he forgotten, a lave 
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and a due administration of perfect justice, 
including moderation. With absolute 
power, he was rigid in the dispensation of 
justice, but never lost sight of humanity. 
He gave an instance of the rigid justice 
and integrity of the noble marquis towards 
Tippoo Sultan, who had seat a large sum 
of money which he thought would detach 
‘us from those with whom we were united, 
and the money was sent back to him in a 
manver worthy the dignity of the British 
empire, because it should not be said that 
we deserted our allies. In a word, lord 
Cornwallis had laid down a system in In- 
dia which, as it was the interest. of this 
country, so he hoped it would be the prac- 
tice of its representatives there, to follow. 
He had, for these and other reasons, the 
greatest of all satisfactions in assenting to 
the motion now before the house. 

Mr. Princep said, he should have con- 
tented himself with giving a silent vote on 
this motion, had it not been for the ob- 
servations which. had fallen from some 
members who had taken part in this de- 
bate, who had doubted the propriety of 
the measure now proposed ; these observa- 
tions called upon him as a public man to 
give his opinion, as well as his vote upon 
the question; he considered the marquis 
Cornwallis as great aman as any this coun- 
try ever possessed. He admired the man- 
ner in which he bad acted as a public cha- 
yacter, and particularly the mode he had 
succeeded in introducing in India, for re- 

ulating. the security of property. He 
ad much opportunity of experiencing the 
effect of the conduct of the noble marquis, 
and he.could not now help expressing these 
sentiments as a tribute to his memory, 

» Mr. Foz said, he heartily concurred in 
the motion now before the house ;: but it 
was necessary for him to express the ground 
on which he did it, because he should have 
given his vote on a former occasion in like 
manner, had it been proposed at the time 
the vote was agreed to on the memory of 
Mr. Pitt, This was a: testimony to the 
general merit of the noble marquis, and 
not on any particular part of his political 


life, however proper that might be; and. 


he would observe also, that he agreed to 
this motion with the more satisfaction, be- 
cause the words “ excellent statesman,” 
were notin it. Qn that ground, he beg- 
ged his vote to. be considered to be given, 
and that even, notwithstanding: what bad 
been said by an hon. gent. behind him on 
the subject of the act of union; for in 
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considering that act, with all the ciregy 
stances attending it, hé thought it to beg 

of the most disgraceful that ever hapiep, 
ed to.that country. The motion wag they 
put, and carried. ¥ 

[Payment or Mr. Prtr’s Dew 

Mr. Cartwright stated, that in the fe 
he had to submit to the house, he shy! 

follow the example that was set on ty 
occasion of a former motion, and sty 
ously abstain from any topic that miighty 
likely to prodace a difference of opinion 
and to insure this the more effectually, 
would, as had been done before, adhere(j 
the precedent found upon the journals 
the instance of the late earl of Chathag 
He thought, however, that he did 
swerve from his purpose, in avowing, tia 
heconsidered the death of Mr. Pitt a greg 
national Joss ; and this opinion was gm 
tatuly supported by the genéral senses! 
the people of this kingdom. Jn miakiy 
his motion, therefore, he only submitted(s 
the house, what-he thought a testimonyd 
the general estimation in which that @& 
alted character was held. He was freett 
confess, that if he could bring himselfti 
think, that the vote he undertook to pit 
pose, would, in the smallest. degree, detrat 
from the fame of that great man, he should 
never have offered it to their considém 
tion; but seeing, as he did, that a simile 
vote did not, by any means, diminish tM 


character of lord Chatham, or that Wf. 


dying in debt had, in the least, sunk himit 
estimation, he did not conceive, how ti 
same circumstances could have a diflertit 
efiect upon the memory of his son. Whét 
the house called to mind, that, for ® 
years of Mr. Pitt’s life, his attention wi 
wholly occupied in the discharge of 


‘PSELESESSEEETELASSESEREESEEEEETE & 


duties, having no other subsistence forte y 


support of his station, but the salaries 
his oflices; and that, with the exceplitt 
of the Cinque Ports, he rejected all i 
emoluments which might have been som 
quently within his reach, they must bei 
pressed with a thorough conviction, ti 
his poverty was the best proof that could 
be given of his virtue. In the inv 

tion of his conduct, which took placein 


committee last year, the gentlemen oM 


composed it, as well as the whole hous 
commons, acquitted him of all: blame, al 
acknowledged, that he came from the® 
quiry with unsullied bands. This votes ht 
said, was not meant to operate as 4 
mon precedent for discharging the det 

ministers, nor was it brought forward 
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y common purpose. It was generally. 
jfnotaniversally admitted, that Mr. Pitt 
was the main instrument of saving the 
gomtty:from that anarchy with which it 
as at one time threatened. Further 
still, this great man had done more for the 

mnotion of public credit, and the im- 

yement of the finances, than any other 
ginister recorded in our history. Not- 
withstanding the difficulties we had to en- 
gounter, notwithstanding the calamities 
that had befallen Europe, he had raised the 
gountry to a pitch of prosperity, of which 
the world did not ‘afford an example. 
When, therefore, he called upon the house 
to pass the vote he meant to propose, it 
would be felt, that he made the claim for 
aman entitled to this mark of the grati- 
tude of the country; and notwithstanding 
the adverse opinions that some political 
men might entertain, he was sure he asked 
itfor a man possessing in the fullest sense, 
the esteem and approbation of his coun- 
tty) which would not fail to sanction the 
ote with its most hearty acclamation and 
@goucurrence. With respect to the sum 
Which would be necessary, it was found 
oa the fullest investigation, that 40,000/. 
would be sufficient to cover the whole of 
thedebts. When that sum was compared 
with what the nation paid for the late lord 


it # Chatham, and when the difference of the 


times, and the increased value of all arti- 
des of consumption were considered, it 
would be found, that the country was not 
tow called upon to do more, than it did 
thet. He should therefore move, “ that 
ai humble Address be presented to his 
iiajésty, to represent to his majesty, that 
iB this house, having received information 


publi that, of the death of the late right hon. 


William Pitt, he left-debts to a considera- 
d§ Weamount, for the payment of which his 


ptt B ptoperty has been found insufficient, and 


ting desirous to shew every testimony of 

esteem and respect for the memory of 
HB the said right hon. William Pitt, most hut 
Uy beseech his majesty to advance a sum, 


coll § tot exceeding 40,000/. towards the payment 


tt the said debts, and to assure his majesty 
that this house will make good the same.” 
‘Mr. Bootle rose to second the motion. 
He'stized this as the last opportunity the 
tousé would have, of shewing its respect 


#6 tthe illustrious character, which was so 


HB ttith entitled to the gratitude and venera- 
tio of the country ; and he was sure the 
‘would go with him in paying a just 
age to worth ‘so great, talents so 
Vou. Vi. 
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transcendant, and services so éxtraordi- 
nary. The debts which were to be dis- 
charged, were contracted while the great’ 
man who was no more, was in the public 
service, and wholly devoted to his official 
duties; it was therefore the duty of the 
country to discharge them. The country 
was the more called upon, as the illustrious 
person, as soon as he retired from office, 
adopted a system of retretichmeént for the 
purpose of enabling him to reduce them 
by the produce of his economy. For this 
purpose he sold one of his country places, 
and this system of economy he continued 
after he returned to office. The hon. gent. 
said, he would not be the advocate of ex- 
travagance. He challenged any man to 
say, on looking over the list of these debts, 
that any one of the items could be consi- 
dered as extravagant. He trusted that as 
ho one ground on which the motion was 
founded could be denied, and as these 
grounds were amply sufficient to warratit 
the motion, the vote would be unanimous. 
And he was the more warranted in this 
hope, as there was no point of political dis- 
sension comprehended in the motion. One 
or two arguments might perhaps be urged 
against the motion. Some might think it 
would have been better to have paid these 
debts by means of a subscription; others 
— be fearful that this example would 
afford a precedent for less warrantable 
claims upon the public. With respect to 
the first of these objections, the only ques- 
tion was, whether the debts should be dis 
charged by the nation collectively, or by 
the individuals of whom the nation was 
composed, and it would be unjust to de- 
prive the nation of the preference. With 
respect to the second objection, this was 
but the second instance of such an appli- 
cation; and he trusted this vote would 
meet the same unanimous concurrence as 
that passed on account of the late lord 
Chatham. It was right that parliament 
should be jealous in cases like this, but 
that jealousy should not stand in the way 
of the just claims of distinguished merit. 
The debt was, in his opinion, the debt of 
the country, and the example of paying it 
would not be near so mischievous as the 
example of refusing to pay it. ‘The exam- 
ple would not hold good except in cases of 
similar merit. ‘The greater number of such 
cases we should have, the better it would 
be for the country ; and ou this grouhd, he 
trusted that this instance would not be 
singular, He trusted that no ground or 
K 
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difference of gpinion would be found, 
and that therefore the vote would be una- 
nimous, 
Mr. Windham felt satisfaction in think- 
ing, that it was. as easy to concur in this 
vote, as it was difficult for him to agree to 
that which was proposed a few nights since. 
Every thing that related to great talents, 
long services, and those abilities that were 
ornaments tothe country, demanded and 
received his approbation. The present mo- 
tion had his assent, as it fell within the di- 
stinctionu he had already drawn respecting 
public honours and munificence. It called 
for no vote of approbation in favour of an 
indiyjdual for the whole of a long and va- 
ried course of public measures and public 
conduct, in contradiction to the opinions 
held or expressed by any gentleman, on 
various occasions, in the course of that 
public.career. No man bad a right to call 
on another for any approbation of that.na- 
ture, and he felt that eyery man so at- 
tempted to be called upon, had an un- 
doubted. right to complain, In viewing 
the character of the deceased, no one could 
ascribe to him any low atiachment to pe- 
cuniary gain; his mind was above such 
considerations; bis conceptions had too 
much grandeur to admit of any thing of 
that kind. He did not think that any dan- 
gerous precedent was set by this measure. 
If these debts had been contracted by pro- 
fusion and excess, by dissipation and vain 
luxuries, they might adinit of a question. 
On the contrary, they were contracted by 
no lavish expenditure, po pseless ostenta- 
tion. The great character of Mr, Pitt’s 
mind, was too sterling to descend to those 
means of prodigality; and he even neg- 
lected what, in these times, was due to the 
situation he filled. He had an entire su- 
periority to any thing of the nature of af- 
fectation... His salary was not enough to 
provide the indulgencies fit for his station, 
and the copsequence was seen jin the in- 
curring of these debts. Insufficiency of 
salary, want of pecuniary attention, and 
- the necessary impositions io which he was 
exposed, must have combined to embar- 
gass his affairs, He therefore considered,’ 
that, in the part the house were now called 
upon to act, they were not indulging them- 
selves in ap improper sentiment of libera- 


lity, nor catching gt. any transient reputa-| 


tion of magnanimity, nor wasting the pab- 
lic money; uor should he think that the 
case, even were they to make some provi- 
sion for those who were most near and dear 
to the deceased, 





Mr. G. Ponsonby, on a former motip 
respecting the late chancellor of the » 
chequer, felt much reluctance in opposip 
the vote. He felt as much satisfaction), 
supporting this motion, This wag gy) 
paying the debt of Mr. Pitt, it was pagigy| 
the debt of the public. For twenty yey 
Mr. Pitt had been first minister. of thy 
country, and that house had supportedhip 
in the ministry; but for the same 20 yegn, 
it had allowed him too little for his 
tenance; and when he was told, that the 
were 40,000/. to be discharged, he wy 
astonished the amount was so little, jf 
he differed much from the deceased in 
litics, it was always without rancour, fy 
was always just to his great qualities: nop 
he was particularly so, and at the sam 
time indulgent to his weaknesses. .. 5 

Lord Folkestone said : Mr. speaker, | 
not very well know on what ground 4 
hon. mover rests his claim to our ass 
to the motion now before the house, } 
one part of his speech, he seemed 
me to rest upon. the ground of public m 
rits. Now, sir, if he does so, on tal; 
ground I| cannot assent to it, because thow 
public merits I.do not acknowlege; and] 
am glad to take this opportunity of stali 
explicitly, that I have no share in them 
lately given to gentlemen on this side ofthe 
house, The other day, an hon. memberirgl j 
Yorkshire gave great comsnendation o& 
for the candour in acknowledging, a5 
said we did, the public services, the gre 
talents, and the disinterestedness of M, 
Pitt. To that commendation I bave.m 
share. The public services of Mr. Pittl 
deny. His great talents I do not edit 
His public disinterestedness I donotadmil 
his private disinterestedness | certainly 
admit. The necessity which has calle 
for the motion now in your hand, ih 
proves it: but we did not want that prodl 
We all know that Mr.. Pitt held but,on 
place of emolument, except those whith 
were accompanied with great public 
bour ; and we all know that for many yes 


Lof his administration he had but that om 


and, I dare say, every gentleman 
lects the manner in which that was leg 
stowed upon him, equally honourable# 
the giyer as to the receiver, and forming 
remarkable and glaring contrast with thal 
which it has been lately bestowed.* 
these grounds, therefore, of private! 
and private merit, and not at all on the'st? 
of public service, do I agree to the mt 
tion of the honourable gentleman. » * 
Admiral Hervey, if be had been prem 
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inf op alate occasion, would have concurred 
ii jp the vote to do honour to the memory of 
POI IE she great man, who claimed the regret and 
ln admiration even of those who were politi- 
} cally hostile to him. For himself, he held 


: fortune to have generally agreed 


: ) with him: but if he necessarily differed 


qith him sometimes, that would not abate 
his sense of his merits; and he hoped they 


B would this night have the unanimous ac- 


1B sent motion. 


knowledgment of all, even of those who 
sometimes differed from him most widely, 

Mr. William Smith did think that he was 
illed on, consistently with the opinion he 
had expressed on the former night, not to 
ive an unlimited concurrence to the pre- 
It was impossible for him, 


I thinking as he did, and had always done, of 


the conduct of the right hon. gent. to vote 


r igan unqualified manner in support of the 


motion. As to the disinterestedness ot 
the right hon. gent. he entirely agreed in 
that point with the other inembers who had 

en. How far the country, however, 
was called on to make up any deficiency 
inthe right hon. gent.’s fortune, must de- 

d on the services he had rendered the 
corntry, If the salary was not adequate, 
aiadditional burthen must be imposed on 
the people. This he was averse to do in 


ite times like the present, let who would be 


ERE 


Zak 


aectés 


ts 


in office. Here, however, every thing 
must be grounded on the opinion of the 
services performed, and the gentleman who 
brought forward the motion, even declared 
that as the express reason of it. H so, 
how could they call on him, who did not 
think that the right hon. gent. had done 
my service to the state, to concur in the 
tidress, so diametrically opposite to his 
own opinion ? He was aware that there 
might be other reasons for pressing the 
preposed motion, besides the ostensible 
one, While they seemed, from motives of 
fiendship, to desire that every mark of 

tshould be paid to the memory of 
their departed head, was it not apparent 
that those very gentlemen were indirectly 
drawing in the hon. member and the house 
compliment themselves? He declared 


‘that he should never be induced, either di- 


Ketly or by a side wind, so to libel himself 


ff otthe persons who had acted with him, as to 


an unqualified vote which might seem 
warrant this interference. He wished 
fospeak with respect of the deceased, but 
when he heard him spoken of as having 
tn the saviour of the country from a 
Mihy,—[hear! hear! from Mr. Pitt's 


[is4 


friends,|—he regarded the expression as a 
proof, that in these votes in honour of 
him, they wished to obtain a substantive 
sanction of their own conduct, [a cry of 
ino! no! by Mr. Pitt’s friends]; He wished 
gentlemen to reconcile what. they said 
when they at once discldimed all mixture 
of politics on this question, and grounded 
the vote on the very parts of Mr. Pitt’s 
political conduct that were most likely to 
cause dissension. ‘ He believed now as he 
did then, that the anarchy alluded to was 
nothing more than a cry raised to bring in- 
to disrepute persons for whom he had the 
highest regard, long since so perfectly jus- 
tified, that it was unnecessary for him to 
say one word in their vindication. The 
clamour was increased to lay grounds for 
inroads upon the constitution beyond what 
it had at any other time suffered. These 
were acts which he could not acknowledge 
as merits; and if unaniriity were wished 
for in passing the motion, it would have 
been wise to abstain from touching on such 
topics. He thought it a degradation to 
Mr. Pitt’s high talents and great mind; to 
claim credit for him for exemption from 
acts, that would have debased and degrad- 
ed him to the level of the lowest and most 
depraved. Was it to be held out as virtue 
in him, that he did not condescend to be= 
come a peculator? that he did not enrich 
himself by becoming a plunderer of the 
public purse? He believed the right hon, 
gent. was infinitely above such conduct, 
and, if he agreed in the vote, it was not 
for the reasons which had been urged by 
his friends. He should have thought that 
he rather degraded the right hon. gent. in 
taking merit to him from such citcum- 
stances. He should Have thought the 
friends of the right hon, gent. would have 
consulted his honour more in entering into 
a subscription among themselves to make 
up the deficiency of his fortune. If their 
exertions had not been sufficient for the 
purpose, he declared’ that he would with 
pleasure have contributed ‘whatever might 
have been required from him, ~ If he 
thought the country at large ‘would agree 
in thinking this a proper mode of dfs- 
posing of the publit money, he, too, would 
have agreed in the present vote; as he did 
not believe that would be the public opi- 
nion, he did not think himself entitled to 
support the motions 

‘Mr. Rose disclaimed all idea of ascribing 
any merit to the late minister for his not 
descending to the practices of peculation; 
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and the great merit he attributed to his la- 
mented friend was, that he, aided by the 
worth and private virtue. of his sovereign, 
was an instrument in the hand of Provi- 
dence, to save his country from that anar- 
chy with which it was threatened and sur- 
rounded, He felt himself bold to say, 
that his abstaining from deriving any pe- 
cuniary emoluments from the ministerial 
advantages he possessed, was* not his only 
merit. At the time when some political 
circumstances induced that great man to 
retire from office, a great sensation was 
felt in the city of London, on account of 
his pecuniary embarrassments ; and, at a 
meeting privately held for that purpose, 
some gentlemen had.come to a resolution 
to raise, in the space of forty-eight hours, 
the sum of 100,000/, for his relief. An 
bon. baronet, who was, probably, then in 
the house, communicated this resolution 
to him (Mr. Rose), as a proper person to 
propose it to his deceased friend, in the 
manner most likely to reconcile him to it. 
He did so; and he solemnly declared, in 
the presence of God, that the answer he 
received from Mr. Pitt, was:—*! no consi- 
deration upon earth shall ever induce me 
to accept it.” This was done, too, at a 


time when his right hon. friend was in cir- 


cumstances particularly painful, ‘The hon. 
gent. said it was a fact not generally known, 
but known to himself and a few friends, 
that Mr. Pitt had taken a determination 
to return to the practice of his original 
profession, and to endeavour, by the in- 
dustrious application of his talents, to raise 
a fund to discharge the incumbrances-that 
pressed on him, Another offer of a simi- 
lar nature was made in 1801, to which he 
also_refused, to accede. This surely was 
disinterestedness of the highest order, for 
the offer was made on grounds the most 
honourable to him, and to his great. and 
distinguished public services, He thought 
it but a justice due from the country that 
it should pay debts evidently contracted in 
consequence of the engagements of the 
man in the business of the country, and 
from what appeared on the face of them, 
the result of the official situation his right 
hon, friend held. He owned that at a 
meeting of the creditors of his right hon, 
friend, he had, recommended that the mo- 
ney should be raised by a Subscription 
among his friends, rather than that. an ap- 
plication should be made to, parliament: 


He believed the money might have been’ 


raised by such a subscrption, «But it was 





thought that justice to the memory ‘of hig 
right hon, friend, and to the liberality of 
the house, and of the country, indispensable 
required the present mode of proceeding, 

Mr. Manning said, he was very welkoo, 
vinced it would be much more. difficult jg 
repress, than set in motion the dischay 
of the late miuister’s debts amongst 
private friends, who entertained but om 
opinion as'to the value of his public gg, 
vices, and considered him the instrumeg 
of Providence in effecting the salvation gf 
his country; but he was, at the same time, 
satisfied, that the mode now’ proposed, 
would be the most acceptable to a greg 
majority of the people of this kingdog, 
He bore his testimony to the statement 
made by Mr. Rose, that in 1801, My 
Pitt resisted the proposition then made fg 
the payment of bis debts, He said, that 
during the 13 years he sat in that houg, 
he seldom troubled them at all; and nev 
in his life proposed any expenditure of thy 
public money. On the contrary, in a yey 
of great dilficulty, he was the first to 
gest the plan, which was adopted by th 
then minister (Mr. Pitt) for raisings 
sum of money, by voluntary contributiow, 
which, in the result, amounted to 2,000,00, 
sterling. After this instance, he did m} 
expect to be considered as a squandereraj 
the public money, if he supported this mo; 
tion; though he knew, that if this notice 
had not been given, the sum now demande 
would have been raised with great ea 
and convenience, by the friends of the lak 
minister, 

Mr, Cumming said, that though he never 
spoke in that house before, he could no} 
now help saying, that he cordially supported 
the present motion, on the ground of Mr, 
Pitt having been a great minister, anda 
excellent statesman. 

Mr. Ellison supported the motion with 
much earnestness. Mr. Pitt he considerd 
as a character without spot or blemish 
There was nothing about him on which 
malignity could fix. ‘The country and tht 


house had already acknowledged his grey 


and pre-eminent services, Had he pur 
sued any other profession, he might har 
realized an immensé fortune; but hehe 
devoted himself to his country. 
The Marquis of Douglas complainedsl 
the arguments used for the motion, as be 
considered it solély with a view, to actif 
handsomely towards a servant of the 
lic. He acquiesced in it as.an acteof 
public generosity of a great nation @4 
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servant; but not on the ground 
of bis being & man without spot or ble- 
ish; not on the principle of approba- 
ion, but on that of generosity, 
Mr. For rose and said :—,] certainly 
did mean to give a silent vote upon thjs 
occasion, because I did conceive that.if a 
ral unanimity had prevailed, | should 
have best expressed my opinion, by simply 
observing, that such a motion had passed 
nemine contradicente, But, sir, that not 
ing the case, I beg leave to declare to 
u and the house, that I never gave a 
yote with more satisfaction in my life than 
[shall do this night, in support of the 
motion. I gonceive it to be a tribute due 
todeparted worth—the reward of a great 
and munificent nation to a meritorious 
servant of the public. I will own, how- 
ger, that the manner in which the motion 
was introduced was not calculated, if I had 
been otherwise disposed than I am, to in- 
duce me to give it my assent. I consider 
this question as perfectly distinct from the 
wie of Monday last, but I must say a few 
words with respect to an expression adopt- 
ed by an hon. gent. on the other side of 
the house, who, speaking of Mr. Pitt, 
galled him the ‘saviour of the country.” 
Now, upon that subject, I beg leave to say, 
that I maintain all wy former opinions 
quite unaltered, As they have coutstantly 
“been from the moment the country was in 
the situation in which it appeared in the 
years 1803 and 1804 I certainly thought 
itexpedient, and for the advantage of the 
country, that the political debates and ani- 
mosities of those and former times should, 
as far as related to persons, be buried in 
dblivion, I thought it would not be pro- 
per for me at that period to take a great 
wad principal share in the administration 
of the country. I did not conceive it 
would be behaving in the manner which I 
have ever. felt to be the rule of propriety. 
b thought, and am convinced, that Mr. 
Pitt had the same sensations as myself. 
He certainly did give the most ample-tes- 
_timony of his wish to bury all animosities. 
From that time, though various warm de- 
bates have occurred, | have cautiously ab- 
#iained from referring to those topics that 
might excite former differences. I felt 
‘thathe had given unequivocal testimony 
of his intention. I confirmed, and we 
have mutually persevered in our deter- 
Mination, [I think, therefore, that the 
will do me the justice to say, that 
‘if L would. not while he lived touch on 
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‘such subjects, much less would I do so now 


he is dead. As far as relates to me, nels 
ther now nor ever will I touch upon them. 
But if those who were no parties to our 
mutual determination think otherwise, and 
that such topics ought.to be discussed, I 
beg leave-to state, that I am not averse 
from personal motives to enter into them. 
I conceive it unnecessary to do so for rear 
sons which I think right; 1 shall religiously 
abstain from any mention of them. The 
right hon. gent. himself, when living, did sq 
generally and systematically. I did feel a 
wish that he should form part of the admi+ 
nistration of the countrysvbich I thought 
it not right at that moment to have, ang 
share in; | therefore deeméd it improper te 
reter to his former conduct, If there had 
been any words in the present motion ex, 
pressive of any approbation of his meae 
sures, it would be impossible that it could 
be adopted with unanimity; but I give my 
support to it because it is not liable to any 
such objection. To speak of Mr, Pitt, that 
he did not descend to any improper mea- 
sures with regard to money, would be to 
dishonour his memory ; but we are to con- 
sider other matters in which his conduct 
wasequally unblameable. Mr. Pitt wasmi- 
nister for 20 years, and to the best of my 
knowledge, except the wardenship of the 
Cinque Ports, 1 do not know of any one 
office connected with him sof a. personal 
nature. He had not only the merit of a 
general disinterestedness, but possessed in 
every particular that distinguished feature. 
It is indeed a kind of testimony which, 
since the accession ef the house of Bruns- 
wick, I may pay with equal truth to almost 
every prime minister, I think Mr. Pitt is 
entitled to that praise, and I think we 
should. bestow it in a manner, that if he 
could know what was now going on, would 
not give him pain. The motion has my 
cordial support. 

Mr. Canning said, he had hoped he 
should not have been called upon-toe say 
any thing in support of the motion, He 
hoped that in the little he should say, he 
should not deviate from the candour and 
moderation so laudably professed on the 
other side, but used at the same time as 
a veil to throw over one or two proposi- 
tions in which-he did not agree. Some of 
the gentlemen on the other side were wil- 
ling to allow parliament to discharge the 
debts of his Jate right-hon. friend, as a 
matter of generosity towards an old public 
servant. He wished it to be known, how- 
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ever, that the friends of that illustrious 
person would not be satisfied to receive 
the vote as an eleemosynary grant to post- 
humous necessities; not as the boon of 
‘pity or compassion, but asa public debt 
to,a highly meritorious public servant. 
He was not from the beginning so sanguine 
as to expect an unanimous vote; he would 
not purchase unanimity by conceding a 
tittle of the high and splendid services of 
his illustrious friend. Referring to the 
preceding night, he appealed to the house, 


whether it was not on the other side that] 


the topics of dissension were started ? Ob- 
jections were made on that occasion to the 
form of the motion. The fault he found 
with it was, that it was ¢old and inade- 
quate to the feelings of those who sup- 
ported it. When the friends of the great 
man who was the subject of these motions, 
consented to neutralize the expression of 
their feelings for the purpose of removing 
the grounds of opposition to the motion ; 
when they resolved, instead of dipping the 
pen into the heart, to look into the cold 
forms of the statute book for a precedent ; 
when they had lowered and diluted every 
glowing feeling; when they had restrained 
and chastised their feelings, in order to 
constitute unanimity, the result had added 
to the many proofs he had met with in the 
course of his political life, that nothing 
was to be gained by*compromise. The 
nice canvassing of particular points began 
on the other side, and in a quarter, too, 
which took a great share in all those trans- 
actions which were now the subject of 
criticism and condemnation.— 

Mr. C. Wynne called the right hon. 
gent. to order; it being irregular to re- 
vert to former debates. 

Mr. Canning said he had no desire to go 
back farther than to shew, that the agita- 
tion of the objects of dissention originated 
on the. other side. It was expected by those 
who brought forward this motion in such 
general terms, that it would have been 
very generally supported. However wide- 
ly political differences might have ranged, 
it was hoped that now all those differences 
would be buried in thé grave, and that 
all political animosities would cease ; 
That it would be said— 

, * All thy good 

“¢ Now blazes, all thy guilt is in the grave.” 
that brilliant luminary, whether its dawn 
was clouded or its meridian splendour ob- 
scared, had held a course glorious for the 
country, and worthy to call forth its ad- 
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miration and gratitude.—He proteste 
against the mode in which the hon, gen, 
tlemen gave their support to the motioy, 
and wished to restore them the benefit of 
that consistency, which they laboured » 
much to reconcile with the support 
gave. He gave credit to the hon, 
who refused his consent, because he did 
not. see the merit. He contessed he did 
not see the ground on which the hon. gen 
tlemen opposite to him followed a distinet 
course. If it was given as an eleé 
nary grant, without any distinction of 
merit or demerit, he disdained it. He 
could not help complaining, that the hon, 
gent. opposite, while professgg to avoid 
all points of political dissension, had cast 
a general stigma on the whole system of 
the present reign, during one half of which 
his right hon. friend had been at the head 
of affairs. This was not in the recollection 
of the hon. gent. when he took credit tp 
himself this night, for not being one of 
those whoa introduced such topics, He 
begged gentlemen again to_ consider op 
what ground they agreed to the motion 
Those. who did not vote for it on the 
ground of Mr. Pitt’s merits, had better 
oppose it openly. It was only as a tribute 
to great merits that he would a 
and if any one supported it on any o 
ground than as a testimény and a reward 
of these merits, he wished him to with 
draw his support, and preserve his consist 
ency by opposing it. 

Mr. Fox in explanation observed, that 
there was a considerable difference be 
tween commenting upon particular in 
stances of a minister's conduct, and alk 
madverting upon the general system of 
administration that had been pursued, not 
only during the late right hon. gents 
official career, ‘but during the whole of 
the reign. With respect to what the right 
hon. gent. had said, as to the grounds 
upon which he wished the present motion 
to be supported, he had only to add, that 
he had distinctly stated the grounds ofhis 
own vote in favour of it to be, Mr Pitts 
merits. The motion on the former night 
had stood on a different footing, and beet 
amply discussed on that occasion. 
present question, was totally distinct from 
that, and ought to be decided upon i 
own grounds, ‘ a 

Mr. Huddlestone said a few words it 
support of the motion.—The question Ww 
then put, and carried, nem. con. : 

[Aupirorsnie or THE Excwegutt) 
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toasubject on which there had been sup- 
to be some difficulties, the circumstan- 
ces of which were somewhat peculiar. He 
gderstood there were several new ap- 
pintments about to take place under his 
jesty’s government, and that a noble 
lord (Grenville) was about to hold an 
office at the head of the treasury, who 
now held the office of auditor-of the ex- 
chequer- .Doubts had been entertained 
some persons whether the office of 
quditor of the exchequer was compatible 
with that of an office of a lord of the 
Treasury, or that they could be both held 
one person, that is, whether they could 
be legally held by one person. He was 
got aware of that illegality, nor did he 
very clearly see the foundation of that 
doubt. However, it was expedient to 
make the. matter indisputable, and that 
would be. best done by a bill for the pur- 
These offices had both been held 

one person on former occasions—by 
lord Hallifax, by the late Mr. Pelham, 
and others, but the better way would be to 
femove all doubtsby an act of parliament ; 
and, therefore he should move for leave 
to bring in a bill to remove certain doubts 
respecting the appointment of a proper 


n holding the office of auditor of the 
exchequer, and that of a lord of his majes- 


tystreasury. If the house should grant 
him leave to bring in the bill, he should 
bring it up immediately. It might be read 
a first and second time to-night, and or- 
dered to be committed to-morrow; and 
aly member would then have an oppor- 
tunity of delivering his sentiments, if there 
were any objections to it, of which he was 
notaware, for the case appeared to him 
to’be a clear one, 

The Speaker said the house would ex- 
cusé him for calling their attention to this 
subject; but it was his duty, ashe felt it, 
to state what he understood tu be the re- 
ent practice of the house, which was, on 
wery proposition for bringing forward any 
Megsurevon which the house was to act, 
give notice of its being intended to be 
brought forward. ‘That being done, the 
measure, if in the opinion of the house 
public- exigency required it, might go 
through ajl its stages, though a bill, in one 
fay, as had eften happened ; so that the 
hon, gent. might be as forward by moving 

| Matter to-morrow, after notice to 
ay, as if leave were given to bring in the 

“ie This was the modern practice 
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| Mt. For called the attention of the house 


of the house, of which it was his duty te 
remind it; whether it was to be adhered 
to, or abandoned, was with theshouse to 
determine. ‘ . 

Mr. Fox submitted to the chair, and ad- 
mitted the correctness of this statement 
of the practice, which was, however, but 
a modern practice. .It was no essential 
part of the proceeding of the house to give 
any notice of a regular parliamentary mo- 
tion, although it was certainly convenient 
in practice; but he might perhaps venture 
to doubt whether the house ought to make 
so low a bow to a modern practice, as not 
in any instance to deviate from it, however 
urgent the case might be. 

The Speaker said he did not presume to 
state that no member was at liberty to 
bring forward a measure without notice; 
but he thought it his duty to call the at- 
tention of the house to what had been, ge- 
nerally, the recent practice on such occa- 
sions. 

The Attorney General said, that it had 
been the fashion of the house, for a con- 
siderable time, to conform to the practice 
referred to by the chair, and the question 
on this occasion was, whether that prac- 
tice should be attended to, or whether it 
should be given up to gratify the wishes 
of the hon. gent. That hon. gent. pro- 
fessed to think, that no notice whatever 
was necessary; and he wished to have 
the bill alluded to, read a first and second 
time on the same day. If such a thing 
were to be admitted, and the ‘practice 
were to go on, a bill might be actually 
passed through all its stages in one day, 
and if so, what guarantee could the house 
have against being taken by surprize upon 
the most important measures? As the 
bill proposed by the hon. gent. could not 
really be so very urgent in point of time, 
he saw no reason why it should be pressed 
forward so precipitately.—With respect to 
the measure itself, if he understood it 
right, it could not be intended so much 
to remove doubts as to establish a new 
principle of law, and therefore he thought 
the real object of it should not be disguised: 
though in the instances that had been 
quoted as precedents, it appeared that 
the individuals formally resigned, but sub- 
stantially held the offices, yet it was evi- 
dent that they thought they could not 
consistently with law hold they formally, 
These persons acted under an impression 
that they could not legally hold them. 
The legal principle was; that no person 














143) 


gould. hold two offices, one of which was 

'» (subordinate to the other, and immediately: 
. ander itscontroul. Hf it was the object of 

the hon. gent. to remove this. disability, 

, and establish 4 new law on the subject, 

che bi of him to let the house know it, 
that they might be aware of what they 
were about. The. office of auditor of 

' the exchequer was subordinate to, and 

-subject to. the check of, the commissionets 

wf the treasury. Of course the office of 

@uditor of the exchequer. and commis. 

- ioner.of the treasury could not, either it 
Jaw or equity, be consistently held by the 

same pérson, Certainly such appeared to 
be the conception. upon al] former occu- 

ions; and therefore the hon. gent. could 
pot justly talk of the existence of any 
doubts upon the subject. _ The bill he had 

-‘m contemplation, therefore, could not be 

-said to be a proposition to remove doubts, 

-but toenactanew law. 

Mr. Fox stated that, agreeably to the 
suggestions of the hon. gent., he should 
give notice of his motion tor to-morrow. 

Mr. Rose said he wished to speak upon 
‘the subject of the hon. gent.’s motion. 

The Speaker observed that there was no 
question before the house. 

» Mr. Rose said that he was not con- 
tented. He rose to object to the hon. gent.’s 
withdrawing the motion— 

The «Speaker begged the right hon. gent. 
to.recollect that no motion was made, as 
he had interrupted the-hon. gent. in his 
_ progress towards making a motion. 

’ p= = 


HOUSE OF LORDS; 
Tuesday, February 4. 


-){Contisentay War.] On the order 
dor summoning their lordships «for this 
day being read, 
Lord Mulgrave said, he had hoped when 
che gave his notice for this day, that the 
-atfangements in contemplation would have 
‘been completed, so as to have ensured a 
full attendance of their lordships, it having 
been his. intention to enter into an expla- 
‘nation, respecting several points connected 
jwith the papers which he had laid upon 
the table, at the same. time that he pre- 
sented to their lordships, by his majesty’s 
command, several other documents upon 
the subject of the late continental war. 
He had brought down the papers to which 
he alluded, and he.could not let this op- 
portunity-slip, of giving some explanation 
to their lordships, upon -certain points 
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which they involved. Had it been. 
‘any ordinary occasion that the 
were presented to the house, it 
have been sufficient to have left them 
speak for themselves, Their lordshig § 1 
would, in perusing them, have 
that the first object of his majesty’s gg 
vernment had been, to form a wellag 
ranged plan, which, in its execution, tight 
afford every reasonable prospect of effec, 
ing the deliverance of Europe ; the nextgh 


7 


ze 






ject was, that those means might be comm 
ded, which might give effect to the docunt 
ciation, which was at that period expedtal fi dite t 
to be carried on, or, in the évent of th} poitits 
negociation terminating in war, miighten Mi he ha 
able the allies to pursue hostilities with fl thle. 
proportionate energy and vigour, their c 
would have seen by these treaties, tha fi dfviev 
500,000 men were to have been btdugh if ddere 
into the field, 320,000 by Austria, ag¢ § would 
180,000 by Russia, a number éeftainh fi pane, 
amply sufficient, according to eVery qh i nite © 
culation, for the purposes of carryitig int & jot he 





effect those objects which it was soughtt 
attain, It had been a matter of calcule 
tion, what number of troops France coil § ie cl 
have brought to act upon a certatt’ poi, I oi ac 
in a given time, and what fumber ad 
Austrian and Russian troops would bea 
that point by the time specified, Hee 
ceived official returns, by which it appeit i) 
ed, that 320,000 Austrians, and 180/00 
Russians, were actually in the field, orth 
their march. The Russian troops infatgt 
marched according to their engagement § eyie 
and arrived at their destination, and wer 
ready to take the field, two days éatliér 
than the time specified for their reaching i lémn 
the point where they were to effetts 
junction with their Austrian allies, Te 
plan thus prepared, the arrangemenits this 
made, were unfortunately deranged by 
the precipitancy of Austria. ‘The devi 
tion of Austria from the plan agreed pot 
was not slight and trivial, but it was @ Chih gM 
plete and entire deviation, and to thg® 
must be attributed all the calamitous oi 
sequences thatensued. The object offs 
country was, either to promote a negotil 
tion for a general peace, upon 8 sl Pia 
basis, consistent with the welfare and seb §™ 
rity of Europe, or to establish an afm 
negociation, with a view of putting @? 
riod to the usurpations and enerom 
ments of France; and, if war was thé 
sult, tv support that war by means 







































according: to all human calculation; ree 
adequate to the-eflect the object propor 
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Austria bad till the end of the year 1805, 
 tégociate, as the subsidies from this 
fy Were not payable, if she commen- 
stilities before the end’ of the year. 
ftuvatély, however, from her preci- 
in sending forward her troops, the 
@uncholy events of the campaign, and 
ie calamitous day of Austerlitz, had re- 
jited. It was the occurrence of these 
ylortunate events that had induced his 
finjesty’s ministers to obtain his majesty’s 
émmands, to lay before parliament every 
jocumment that could in any degree eluci- 
@ the subject, or explain any of the 
imats connected with the treaties, which 
he had, on a former day, daid upon the 
ao They had done this, in order that 
fier conduct might be placed in that point 
diview, in which they wished it to be con- 
iiéred, convinced as they were, that it 
Wild be found free from the slightest 
Hine, on account of the recent unfortu- 
file events on the continent. He could 
jothelp also again expressing his anxiety 
tit the character of that illustrious states- 
fai, whose loss they now deplored, should 
cleared from the imputations, which, 
ii account of those events, had been so 
ly cast upon it. In attributing those 
ts to the precipitancy of the emperor 
@ Austria, and bis deviation from the 
arranged by the allies, he must, at 

ie sithe time, deprecate any imputations 
aig thrown upon that monarch on ac- 


Btotht of his signing an armistice, and sub- 


wiently a treaty of peace with France. 
Itwas easy for those who were at a dis- 
finite from the scene of action, to con- 
démn the conduct of that monarch ; but 
itthould be recollected, that he did and 
much for the common cause ; that 
gave up his capital to the enemy, and 
ht in person against: them. If after 
this he was induced by the calamitous cir- 
ances that ensued to give way and 

ké péace with France, it should rather 
lamented as an unfortunate circum- 
tance than be made the subject of con- 
fiihation. As some noble lords had 
ihe into the house since he had risen, 
im he wished to hear his explanation, 

# Would shortly recapitulate, He then 
Miely repeated his former statements, 
liding, that the negociations between 
Wittia and France, it was known, must 
broken off in consequence of the annex- 


i bi of Genoa to France, and that it was 


ted that when hostilities commenced, 
ria would hayé acted upon the de- 


Bf Vou, VI, 
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fensive in Germany and offensively in 
Italy. He had observed on a former 
evening, that certain articles of the treaty 
with Russia were withheld, he repeated, 
that no other motive had induced his ma- 
jesty’s ministers to withhold them than a 
desire that no injury might result to cer- 
tain continental powers from the publica- 
tion of the recitals contained in those ar- 
ticles. This was their only motive, as 
those who were about to succeed them 
would soon be enabled to judge, from an 
inspection of the documents themselves, 
He was anxious that the subject to which 
the papers on the table, and those he was 
about to present, referred, should be fully 
and amply discussed. In the result of 
that discussion he had the utmost confi- 
dence; and he would repeat what he had 
said on a former evening, with reference 
to that subject and the conduct of his col- 
leagues and himself, that there was no 
Measure which he could now wish had 
been taken, that had beet omitted, nor 
any measure adopted, which he would now 
wish to retract.—The noble lord conclu- 
ded by inttmating his majesty’s commands 
to present certain papers; which, on his 
lordship’s motion, were ordered to lie on 
the table. They consisted of extracts and » 
dispatches from Jord G. L. Gower and sir 
Arthur Paget to lord Mulgrave, the de- 
claration of Austria,and some other papers, 
which will be found in the Appendix. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, February 4. 


[Minurzs.] Mr. Wilberforce pre« 
sented a petition from the insolvent deb« 
tors confined in the county gaol of York. 
Ordered to lie on the table-—Mr. John- 
son, from the chief secretary’s office, ia 
Ireland, presented the report of the com- 
missioners appointed to examine the .ex« 
penditure of the paving board, of the city 
of Dublin. Ordered to lie on the table. 
—Mr. W. Dickenson presented the first 
report of the commissioners appointed 
his majesty to revise and digest the civil 
affairs of the navy. Ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed.—Mr. Dickinson 
presented an estimate of the debt of his 
majesty’s navy as it stood on the Sist of 
December 1805; and also, an estimate of 
the money that will be wanted: for’ the 
transport service; for the establishments 
and* hospitals relating to his. majesty’s 
os and wounded seamen at home and 
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abroad, and. for the maintenance of pri- 
séners of war in health and sickness at 
home and abroad, in the year 1806. 

{Marr Duty Biiy.] The houge hav- 

ing resolved itself into a committee on 
_ the bill for continuing the duties on land, 
malt, sugar, snuff, and tobacco ; 

Mr. Harrison wished to kuow, whether 
this bill contained a clause of appeal from 
the summary jurisdiction of magistrates, 
in matters of penalty, to the courts of 
quarter session? In the malting counties, 
he observed, the persons dealing in that 
article, were under severe hardships, in 
consequence of their barley being often 
sweated by drippings and oozings of snow 
and rain, and also by other accidents, 
which were frequently taken or pretended 
by ‘the exciseman to be taken, for illegal 
wetting; and this belief, sworn before the 
magistrates, subjected them to the heavy 
penalty of 200/. for each offence. If a 
clause of appeal, therefore, had hitherto 
beeh omitted, under these circumstances, 
it. was necessary that the defect should be 
supplied. 

Mr. S. Bourne replied, that this bill was 
exactly in the same words as the bill of last 
year; but he was not aware, at present, 
of any objection to such a clause as that 
proposed ; and he added, that, should it 
not, upon consideration,’ prove objection- 
able, a clause to that effect would be pre- 
pared by to-morrow. 

Mr: Patteson supported the objections 
made by the hon. gent. ; observing, that the 
maltster was completely under the lash of 
the exciseman, who had the penalty inflict- 
ed by the magistrate, if he only swore that 
he believed the malt to have been wetted. 
~- Mr. Fuller observed, that in all justice 
there‘ ought to be an appeal to the quarter 
sessions: The hardships sustained“in the 
malt counties were intolerably severe ; and 
people living at a great distance were 
ofien under the necessity of paying the pe- 

‘ fialty, sooner than be at the trouble and 
expence of coming up to London to seek 
for redress. He loudly complained of 
sending visitors to inspect the malt, who 
had an interest in inflicting penalties ; and 
thought the excise board ought to employ 
proper officers for that purpose. | 
_ Mr. Rose said, that the officers of excise 
had no interest whatever in the penalty in- 
flictéd. 

Mr. Patteson insisted; that they had a 
considerable interest in the amount of such 
penalties as°200/, He knew himself, he 
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said, of an instance, where an informa; 
against a person who employed 40 wor. 
men, without ever going before the magi 
trates, was seut up to the exchequer, ang 
the person sent to prison, upon the inflie, 
tion of two penalties of 2004 each, Hy 
afterwards paid these fines, and im 
ately discharged his 40 servants, prelerring 
to relinquish the business, sooner than be 
liable to so much severity and injustice, 

Mr. Rose asserted, that the dealers jp 
malt were not under the lash of the excise. 
men, but of the magistrates. There was 
no branch of the revenue in which thep 
were so many frauds, and so difficult to be 
detected. 

The Attorney-General observed, that 
though some hardships might have. bem 
experienced by particular individuals, ya 
it was well known that the very circum 
stance now complained of was a moi 
abundant source of frauds upon the rey 
nue. The pretences of snow, rain, and 
other accidents, seldom turned out, upon 
examination, to be any other than fraud 
attempted on the revenue. He believed 
he recollected the case alluded to by the 
hon. gent., and, if he recollected right, the 
party was only subjected to one mitigate 
penalty; as it appeared that the fraud wy 
attempted by a servant, without the appe 
rent privity of the master. It was, hom 
ever, rather singular, that the servant § 
should wantonly, and of his own aceon, 
have ventured on a fraud, in which, asa 
servant, he could have had no interest, 
Upon the whole, it seldom failed to b 
made out to the satisfaction of juries, thit 
what was called sweating, turned out tobe 
an actual wetting of the malt; but, at the 
same time, he was ready to admit, thatit 
might be right for the parties to have the 
power of appeal.—The report was ordered 
to be received to-morrow. 

[Aupitorsiie oF PHE Excurquen) 
Mr. Fox, pursuant to the notice whith 
he had yesterday given, rose to submithy 
motion to the house, for leave to bringit 
a bill to enable-a person hoiding the 
of auditor of the exchequer to hold alo 
the office of a commissioner of the ttt 
sury. The object of bis bill was to le 
galise the holding. of these two appoifh 
nients, by enabling the auditor to ap 
a deputy for discharging the duties of. 
office, He had before stated, that hee 
tertained ne doubt himself on the saby 
Yet, as possibly other gentlemen might 
feel as he did, it was the wish of the aout 
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lord concerned, that nothing should be 
withheld from the house, but that all the 
circumstances connected with the transac- 
tion should be before the public. But as 
the idea was gone abroad, that the auditor 
ofthe exchequer was a check upon the 
lords of the treasury, he thought it right 
to advert to that circumstance. The fact 
was, that he was not a check upon them, 
and it was absurd to suppose, that any ol- 
fcer whose appointment was in the gift of 
the lords of the treasury could be any 
¢heck upon them. Ie should hope, there- 
fore, that no difficulty would be felt in 
complying with this measure. Nobody, 
he thought, would be of opinion that the 
office should be given up by the noble lord, 
and on that account he trusted that no ob- 
jection would be felt to the bill, He had 


"yesterday stated the case of lord Halifax in 


the reign of George I. In that case lord 
Halifax bad given the auditorship nomi- 
nally to his brother, whilst he virtually 
continued in the enjoyment of it himself. 
The noble lord might, im the present in- 
stance, act upon that precedent, but he 
was better pleased that the transaction 
should whelly rest on legislative grounds, 
He therefore begged leave ‘‘to move for 


eave to. bring in a bill for removing cer- 


tain doubts respecting the appointment of 


apy person holding the office of auditor of 


the exchequer to the office of one of the 
commissioners of the treasury.” With re- 
spect to the doubts, when they should come 
to the preamble of the bill, that expression 
might be struck out, if gentlemen should be 
of opinion that no doubts existed. 

Mr. Rose declared, that no man in that 
house could be less disposed than himiseli 
to throw any impediments in the way of 
the noble lord’s appointment to the Office 
in question: on the contrary, it gave him 
the highest satisfaction, when he under- 
stood the appoiutmenut was to take place, 
because he was sure it would be a most 
dlicient appointment: but with respect 
to the duties of that situation which the 
fioble lord already held, and those of the 
filuation to which he was recently ap- 
pointed, no two offices on earth, in his opi- 
hion, could be more incompatible, nor 
could any thing be more incongruous with 
ne spirit and meaning of the law which 

led the usages of the treasury, than that 
the auditor of exchequer, avowedly and ob- 
lously appointed for the purpose of check 

d controul over the lords of the trea- 
tury, and other officers connected there- 
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with, to prevent the improper issue of. 
public money, should hold an office in 
which he was to be the check and con- 
troul~ upon. himself. The statute of the 
Oth of William III. passed for the very, 
purpose of recoguising and establishing the, 
ancient course of proceedings in the ex- 
chequer, enacts, that no money shall be ise 
sued from the exchequer, even by the or- 
der of a lord of the treasury, for any pur- 
pose whatever, unless such order be signed 
by the auditor of the exchequer, for without 
his signature such an order would be a 
mere nullity. This bad been the practice 
in his own day, and he had witnessed in- 
stances where such controul had the most 
salutary effect, in preventing’the improper 
issues of money. It had. been the uni- 
form practice of modern times, to separate 
the offices of lord of the treasury and audi- 
tor of the exchequer, and this was the first 
attempt he had ever witnessed to conjoin 
them. ‘The case of lord Halifax, he, by 
no means, conceived to bear out the prin. 
ciple. Lord Halifax was first lord of the 
treasury, and chancellor of the exchequer, 
when the auditorship became vacant. He 
did not then take the office to himself, but 
gave it to his brother. When afterwards 
he resigned his former offices, he sat down 
with the auditorship of the exchequer. As 
to the privilege of appointing a deputy, to 
exercise the controul over the very person 
who appointed him, and who also might, 
dismiss him at pleasure, he should be glad 
to know, how the check required by the 
statute of William in this case could be 
obtained, as it was not very probable, that, 
a deputy, so appointed, would be very strict 
under such circumstances. With respect. 
to the case of Mr. Pelham, he was ap- 
pointed a lord of the treasury in 1743, and. 
was not appoiuted to the auditorship of 
the exchequer till eight years afterwards, 
and then did not hold both. offices toge- 
ther. The proposed bill, instead of re- 
moving any doubts upon the subject, for. 
in fact none existed, nor could any thing 
be more clear and definite than the esta- 
blished regulations ow this head, proposed, 
to alter the whole course of the exche- 
quer; and therefore it ought not to pass 
under any other title than as a bill to alter. 
the course of the exchequer, and to en- 
able the noble lord to hold two offices to-, 
tally opposite and incompatible in their na- 
ture. © ; 

Mr. C, W. Wynne combated the argu-, 








ments of the last speaker, from a compa- 
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rison of the different clauses of the act of 

parliament, and maintained that ‘the au- 

ditor of the exchequer was not meant to 

_ be acheck on the first lord of the treasury, 
but to see that the several sums ‘granted 
‘were applied to the particular services for 
which they were voted. As to the idea, 
‘that the auditor of the exchequer could 
Hever be a proper check on the first lord of 
the treasury, if the first lord of the treasury 

_ were also to hold the office of auditor, and 
to be allowed, as proposed by the present 
bill, to discharge the duties of it by deputy, 
he declared that he could see no more 
ground for that supposition in the case of a 
deputy, than where, as in the precedents 
alluded to, the person to act as auditor was 
appointed by the first lord of the treasury. 
Whatever evils could be supposed to arise 
out of the mode now proposed, must, he 
presumed to think, have been far greater 
under the former practice. At all events, 
if there was any thing wrong in the two 
offices. remaining really though uot ostensi- 
bly in the same person, no man, he hoped, 
would dispute that it was better, and 
more honourable, that such arrangement 
should take place openly and fairly, aud 
with the approbation of parliament. The 
constitution of the exchequer, too, he 
begged it to be observed, had undergone a 
considerable alteration since the time of 
its first establishment. ‘The auditor at 
that time derived a principal part, if not 
the whole, of the emoluments of his office 
from a per centage on the issues from the 
exchequer, thereby giving him an interest 
in the amount of such issues, Now, he 
was remunerated by a salary. 

The Attorney-General declared that no- 
thing could be farther from his wish than 
to throw unnecessary impediments in the. 
way of the present bill. Of all the pro- 
posed appointments of which he had heard, 
the one now alluded to, was that which 
gave him most pleasure; and if what he 
had to say on the subject should induce 
the noble lord to take another office, he 
should feel very serious concern, from the 
circumstance, He wished that such steps 
should ‘be taken in the matter as should 
forward it as far as the hon, moyer could 
expect the business to proceed this nighit, 
and that gentlemen should take till to-mor- 
row to cousider what would be the most 
effectual mode of proceéding afterwards. 
He ‘agreed entirely: with the hon. gent. op- 
.posite, that it was far hetter.to. proceed 
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parliament, than in a clandestine m 
aud by an artificial transfer of the offic. 
ut he submitted, that, in place of ada. 
puty to be named by the auditor hing 
the preferable mode of proceeding w : 
be that parliament should, nominatim, ay 
point a legal trustee to act for the noble 
lord, who, of course, would be responsible 
for the faithful discharge of his office, 
Mr. Fox said, that, for his own part, bi 
could see no objection, at this moment, 
the arrangement proposed by the hon, and’ 
learned gent. He was aware that it wa 
not orderly in him to say that he wished 
consult another person out of the house og 
what passed in that house. He trusted, 
however, to be excused for expressing 
desire to submit the suggestion of the 
learned gent. to bis noble friend before} 
entirely acquiesced in it. He at the sam 
time submitted, as it would be comple 
competent to alter the bill in the commig 
tee, agreeably to the suggestion of th 
learned gent., if his idea should be ap 
proved of, that, to save time, af 
should be read a first and second time tha 
night, ie 
Mr. Rose declared, that his objections 
would be done away by the appointment 
of a trustee under responsibility. —The 
question was then put, and leave given to 
bring in the bill; Mr. Fox and Mr. Wik 
liams Wynne being ordered to prepare it 
Mr. Fox then brought it up, and it wa 
read a first and second time, and ordered 
to be committed to-morrow. 


5 — —— 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wednesday, February 5, 

[Mixures.] Lord Lowther presenteda 
petition from the debtors confined in Car 
lisle gaol, which was ordered to lie on the 
table.—Mr, Fox, accompanied by. several 
members of the house of commons, brought 
up a bill to enable the auditor of the & 
chequer to nominate a trustee to execule 
the duties of the office in the case thereit 
mentioned, ‘The bill was read a first tims 
and ordered to be read a second time te 
morrow.—Lord Auckland made a mofiol 
respecting the standing order. His lone 
ship’s motion was, to take the standing 0% 
ders, No. 104 and 155, into considera 
tion to-morrow, with the view of suspen 
ing them, for the purpose of. passing Wg 
above bill through its different stages 
which was ordered, and that the lords ke 
summoned, ee 
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OUSE, OF COMMONS, 

0 Wednesday, February 5. 
fMisvzes.] Mr. Hase, from, the go- 
emor and company of the Bank of Eng- 
d, presented an “‘ account from the 
mk of England, of the receipt and ex- 
ditu "of 7,615,167, 7s. 6d. in one 
‘from 3d Feb. 1805, to 31st Jan. 
06, by the commissioners for the re- 
notion of the National Debt; and of the 
wopipt of 1,906,104/. 17s. 1d. to be ap- 
lied in the quarter between the Ist Feb. 
and the 1st May, 1806.”—The secretary 
at War presented, pursuant to order, the 
gveral accounts moved for by Mr. Sheri- 
respecting the additional force bill. 
he right, bon. gent, observed, that those 
qegounts were very voluminous, perhaps 
foo much so for general reading, but 
ygong them was a recapitulation paper, 
ich contained the substance of the 
le. For-the printing of this paper 
oily, it was his intention at present to 
move. If it were not on perusal deemed 
iilisfactory upon the subject referred to, 
itwould be competent to any gentleman 
to move that the whole of these papers 
should be printed. The several papers 
were ordered to lie on the table, and the 
recapitulation paper was ordered to he 
prnted.— Mr. Manniug presented a peti- 
tion of several directors of the London 
Dock Company, setting forth, “that seve- 
mal acts were passed, in the 40th, 44th, and 
43th years of his present majesty, for 
tiaking wet docks, basons, cuts, and other 
works, for the greater accommodation and 
security of shipping, commerce, and re- 
venue, within the port of London; and 
that the petitioners have made great pro- 
gress in forming the docks, and in exe- 
futing the other works by the said acts di- 
ected to be made; but the whole of the 
tad intended works cannot be completed 
unless the petitioners shall be authorized 
purchase certain houses, Jands, and he- 
macs contiguous to the present: pre- 
kribed limits of the said docks, and which 
fe wanted for the. purpose of carrying the 
id acts fully into execution; and that 
le powers and provisions of the said acts 
ave, in some respects, been found de- 
Ktixe and insufficient, and it is, necessary 
at the same should be altered. and. en- 
Mged, and some further powers, granted ; 
therefore praying, that, leaye, may be 
Wea to bring in a bill for the purposes, 
mesaid,” Ordered to. be, referred to.a 
mmittee,-~Mx, Wilbexfoxce krqught in,a, 





bill for enabling the justices in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire to erect court houses, 
&c.; which was read a first time.—Mz. 
Alexander brought up the repert. of the 
committee on the malt duty bill; the 
amendments, were agreed to, and the bill 
was ordered to be read a third time toe 
morrow.—-On the motion of sir C, Bun- 
bury, a new writ was, ordered to. be issued 
for Suffolk, in the room of lord: viacount 
Brome, now: marquis Cornwallis. — Mr, 
Alexander brought upthe reportof the coms 
mittee on the pension duty bill, which wag 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be. read 
a third time to-morrow.—On the motion of 
Mr. Fellowes, the order made last session 
for a return of the resident and non-resix 


dent clergy was read, and the. return. wag 


ordered to be made forthwith—On the 
motion of Mr. Fox, new writs were. or-, 
dered for the borough of St. Mawes, in the 
room of the right hon. W. Windham, who, 
since his election, had accepted the office 
of one of his majesty’s. principal secreta- 
ries of state; for the county of Northum- 
berland, in the room of the right hon. C, 
Grey, wha, since his election, had. accepted 
the office of first commissioners for execu. 
ting the office of lord high admiral:-of Great 
Britain; for Calne, in the room.of lord 
Henry Petty, who, since his election, had. 
accepted the offices of chancellor and une. 
der-treasurer of his majesty’s exchequer.—~ 
Mr. Huskisson brought in the three bills, for, 
which he yesterday obtained leave, grante, 
ing annuities to lady Nelson, lord.Colling, 
wood, and sir R. Strachan. They were, 
read a first time, and ordered to be. read. 
a second time to-morrow.—Mr.. Fox gave. 
notice, that to-morrow he would move to 
postpone to a future day the consideration 
of the petition, complaining ef an undue 
election for the county of Middlesex, 
[AupITorsuIP. oF THE ExcuEQueER,], 
The house resolved:itself into a:commitr, 
tee upon the bill respecting the anditorship, 
of the exchequer, Mr. Fox.in the chair. 
Mr. C. Wynne. said, that. in. consequence 
of the suggestions ofa right hon. gent. 
(the Attorney-General) on a former.. even- 
ing, he had to propose. a clause, which. he, 
trusted would be perfectly. satisfactory, and, 
would serve to remove every objection that, 
had been made to this bill. The nature of 
this clause, the hon. gent, described. to be, 
that. the auditor.of the exchequer, upon, 
accepting the office of one of the.commis~ 
sioners of the treasury, should. appoint a 
tyustee to, hold the office of auditor, which 
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trustee should be responsible to the auditor 
for the salary, and to the public for the 
due execution of the office.—Upon the 
clause being read, 
The Attorney-General declared that this 
clause entirely removed the objections 
.which he had yesterday stated, as arising 
in his mind against the bill.—This clause, 
with another, enacting, that any person ac- 
cepting the situation of trustee, should not 
vacate his seat in the house, was then 
agreed to; the house was resumed, and 
Mr. Fox having brought up the report, it 
was received and agreed to, and the bill 
having been read a third time, was passed, 
under the title of a bill, empowering the 
auditor of his majesty’s court of exchequer 
to constitute a trustee in the case therein 
mentioned; and Mr. Fox was ordered to 
¢arry it to the lords, which he did, accom- 
panied by a number of the members. 


NOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, February 6. 

{Minvures.] The bill for enabling the 
anditor of the exchequer to appoint a trus- 
tée to execute the duties of the office in 
the case therein mentioned, was read a 
sé¢ond time.—Lord Auckland, after ob- 
serving that there was: an obvious neces- 
sity for passing this bill as speedily as possi- 
ble, moved to suspend the standing orders 
104° and 155, with the view of going 
through the different stages of the bill this 
evening. ‘Fhis motion being agreed to, the 
bill passed through a committee, was re- 
ported, read a third time, and passed, and 
a message ordered to be sent to the com- 
mons, to acquaint them therewith. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
i Thursday, February 6. 

The Speaker counted the house at four 
o'clock; and there being only 38 members 
present, he declared the house adjourned 
till to-morrow. 

een 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Friday, February 7. 

{Mrxvres.}) The “house met at 11 
o’clock in the morning, when the royal 
assent was given by commission to the au- 
ditor of the exchéquer’s bill. —Their lord- 
ships then adjourned ‘till ‘five in-the after- 
noon, at which hour they again met.— 
Lord Eldon observed, that several appeals 
stood over frotn the lust session for judg- 
ment, to the consideration of which he had 
devoted. as much“time during the recess as 
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his leisure would allow. He had intend 
at the commencement of the session, to 
propose to their lordships to fix days for 
giving judgment on the appeals to which 
he had alluded, and his purpose ‘in rising 
now was to give notice, that he should 
about the middle of next week, move { 
appoint a time for pronouncing judgment 
in those appeals.—Mr. Alexander brought 
up the malt duty bill, and the pension, &, 
duty bill, which were severally read a first 
tine. fe 
———— " 
HOUSE OF CUMMONS. 
Friday, February 7. ' 
. [Mivvres.] This day, about 11 o'clock, 
the speaker took the chair. Immediately 
after prayers, Mr. Quarme appeared at the. 
bar, and in virtue of his majesty’s commis 
sion addressed to certain members of the 
upper house, required the attendance of 
the house of commons in the house of 
lords to hear the commission read, and the 
royal assent given to the bill therein men. 
tioned. The speaker accordingly, attended 
by the officers of the house, went to the 
house of lords, and on his return informed 
the commons that he had been present, 
and heard his majesty’s assent given by 
commission to the bill for empowering the 
auditor of exchequer to appoint a trustee 
to act for him in the event therein men- 
tidned.—The house then adjourned till 3 
o'clock, when they proceeded to ballot for 
a committee to try the merits of the peti. 
tion complaining of an undue return fo 
the county of Middlesex.—On the motion 
of Mr. Sheridan, the speaker issued ‘his 
warrant to the clerk of the crown, for new 
writs for the city of Westminster, in the 
room of the right hon. Charles James Fox, 
who, since his election, had accepted of the 
office of one of his majesty’s principal se 
cretaries of state; for Buckinghamshite,in 
the room of earl Temple, who, since bis, 
election, had accepted of the office of 
joint paymaster of the forces; for Mor- 
peth, in the room of lord viscount Mot 
peth, who, since his election, had accepted 
of the office of one of the commissionen, 
for managing the affairs of India, with @ 
salary; for Portsmouth, in the room @ 
admiral Markham, who, since his election, 
had’ accepted of the situation of one @, 
the commissioners for executing the office 
of loyd high admiral of England ; and for 
Tavistock, ‘in Devonshire, in the room or 
the right hon. general Richard Fitzpatri 
who; since *his ‘election, had accepted 
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the office of secretary at war.—On_ the 
motion of Mr. Tyrwhitt, the speaker is- 
sued his warrant to the clerk of the crown 
for a new writ for Portsmouth, in the room 
of the right hon. Thomas Erskine, who, 
since his election, had accepted of the of- 
fice of lord high chancellor of England.— 
+ On the motion of Mr. C. W. W. Wynne, a 
new writ was ordered to be issued for 
Okehampton, in the room of lord viscount 
Althorpe, who, since his election, had ac- 
cepted of the situation of one of the com- 
missioners for executing the office of lord 
high admiral.—On the motion of Mr. 
Hobhouse, the speaker directed his war- 
rant to be issued for a new writ for Har- 
wich, in the room of the right hon. John 
Hiley Addington, who, since his election, 
had accepted of the office of one of the 
commissioners for the affairs of India, with 
a salary.—Lady Nelson’s, lord Colling- 
wood’s, and sir R. Strachan’s annuity bills 
were read a second time, and ordered to 
be committed. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, February 10. 

{Mixvrrs.] ‘The new lord chancellor, 


the right hon, Thomas lord Erskine, was. 


introduced (holding the seals in his hand) 
between lord Holland and the earl of 
Moira, preceded by the duke of Norfolix, 
earl Marshal, and attended by garter king 
at arms. His patent of creation having 
been read at the table, and the oaths ad- 
ministered, lord Erskine took his seat as a 
Waron, and afterwards as speaker on the 
woolsack, when he delivered the seals to 
his pursebearer.—The house then adjourn- 
ed during pleasure, that the lord chancellor 
might unrobe. In a few minutes his lord- 
ship returned, and the house being re- 
sumed, the malt duty bill, and the pension, 
&e, duty bill severally passed through com- 
Mittees, and were reported. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, February 10. 
(Mixvrxs.] Sir Jacob Astley present- 
eda petition from the debtors in the coun- 
ty jail of Norfolk, praying for relief, Ore 
dered to lie on the table.—Mr. Corry 
brought up the report of the committee 
Appointed to try the merits of the petition 
telative to the Middlesex election. The 
Teport was, that the committee had de- 
cided that sir Francis Burdett was not duly 
lected, and that George Boulton Mainwa- 
- Ming was duly elected. Hetherefore moved, 





that the return should be amended, by 
erasing the name of sir Francis Burdett, 
and inserting that of G. Boulton Mainwa- 
ring. Ordered.—A new writ was directed 
to be issued for the election of a burgess 
to serve in parliament for the borough of 
Newark upon Trent, in the room of sir 
Charles Maurice Pole, who. had accepted 
the place of one of the commissioners for 
executing the office of lord high admiral.— 
On the motion of Mr. Creevey, a new writ 
was directed to be issued for the election 
of a knight of the shire for the county of 
Surrey, in the room of lord William Rus- 
sell, who had accepted the place of one of 
the commissioners for executing the office 
of. lord high admiral.—A new writ was o¢- 
dered to be issued for the election of a 
member for Tavistock, in the room of lord 
Robert Spencer, who had accepted the 
stewardship of the Chiltern Hundreds. 
A new writ was ordered to be issued for 
the election of a member to serve for Rye- 
gate, in the room of the hon. John Somers 
Cocks, now lord Somers, called to the 
house of peers.—A person from the Bank 
presented an account of the unclaimed di- 
vidends due on the 10th of Oct. 1802, and. 
unpaid on the 23d of March, 1805.—Mr. 
Vansittart moved, “ That there be laid be- 
fore this. house, an account of the net pro- 
duce of all the permanent taxes and of the 
war taxes in Great Britain for the years 
ending the 5th of Jan. 1805, and the 5th 
of Jan. 1806, respectively, distinguishing 
each quarter. 

[Commitiesr or Ways anp Meays.] 
The house resolved itself into a committee 
of ways and means, in which 

Mr. Vansittart moved, according to the 
notice he gave on Friday, for a grant of 
five million to be raised by exchequer 
bills. He said, it was with great satisfac- 
tion he assured the house, that such was 
the state of exchequer bills now in the 
market, that the present jntended issue 
would not in the least detriment those now 


Outstanding; as these bills were intended 


to be made payable four months after date, 
and might be taken up either from the next 
loan, or by other exchequer bills, as should 
be found most convenient, when the chan< 
cellor of the exchequer should bring for- 
ward the general estimates for the present 
year’s expenditure. This was no more 
than a mere temporary accommodation, to 
enable the present government to carry on 
the public business, and make the neces- 
sary payments to the end of the present 
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quatter.—Thie resolution was agreed to, 
the house resunied, and the report was or- 
dered to be received to-morrow. 
[Wrrwess’s Inpewwrty Bri] Mr. 
Whitbread rose in pursuance of his notice 
on Friday last, to move for leave to bring 
in a bill to indemnify all such persons as 
should be required to give evidence on the 
impeachment ‘of lord Melville, and who 
had served under him at any time, in the 
Navy Pay Office. He would state the rea- 
sons briefly which obliged him to originate 
this Mmédsure this year, though he was 
aware that they must, in some degree, be 
in the recollection of the house. Several 
Jawyers had given it as theif opinion, that 
many of the questions which Mr. Trotter 
tight be required to. answer, would, if an- 
swered, fairly expose him to the dangers 
of prosecution. In order to obviate this dif- 
ficulty, a bill was last year brought in to in- 
demnify Mr. Trotter, and such persons as 
should bé required to give evidence in the 
case of lord Melville, against the conse- 
quences of any criminal prosecution. The 
hon, baronet over the way (sir W. Elford) 
had then moved, that the indemnity should 
éxteiid to civil as well as criminal prosecu- 
tions, in order to have the witnesses free 
from any bias whatever. This proposition 
of his had been agreed to, and the bill, 
thus amended, sent to the lords. Some 
difficulties had arisen in the lords upon the 
subject, in consequence of which the in- 
demnity, as to civil suits, had been struck 
out, and the bill passed in this state; the 
question, however, respecting these civil 
Suits, had been referred to the judges, who 
were directed to give their opinions within 
three weeks, The bill had been rejected 
in the commons, in consequence of the 
lords’ amendments, and he had brought in 
another, extending to crirninal prosecution 
only, which had passed, and received the 
toyal sanction. Inthe mean time the 
three weeks had expired, and the judges 
had given no opinion; aud now, in fact, 
there was no question before them. In 
consequence of different events which had 
dately taken place, he had refrained from 
Coming to the house sooner upon this bu- 
siness; but, however, as this delay had 
taken place, he must beg that the bill 
aight be carried forward with all possible 
speed, that it might be carried to the other 
house, and that the opinions of the judges 
might be taken, before they proceeded on 
the circuit. This was the more requisite, 
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as every thing that had come’ ubder their | 
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Observation proved that the évidende 
Mr. Trotter was indispehsably ne 
It might be proper to say a few words 4 
lative to the situation in which the cdmm 
mittee stood. They had proceeded in thy 
task assigned them with scarcely the inte, 
mission of ‘a ‘day; but it would be recgh: 
lected that they had been obliged to cany 
on a long and laborious in vestigdtiok an 
number of voluminous doctments, publi 
and private, and to search them very tis 
nutely, in order to establish the articls 
which they had already preferred ; and thit 
they had been under the nécessity of é& 
amining a variety of witnesses, many o 
them from distant parts of the island, eype 
cially from the north. He hoped, tow 
ever, that the committee would soon i 
enabled to complete the business, as fit 
as the house had hitherto proceeded, He 
thought it right to state, that it was im 
tended to present a special report to thé 
house, respecting certain circumstance 
that had come to their knowledge sincé 
they had entered upon their labours asa 
committee, with a view to lay the founds 


tion for a fresh article or two of impeach. 


ment against lord Melville. This he said, 
in order to give the house all proper infor 
mation respecting their proceedings, 

to prevent any person from saying hereaftet 
that he was taken by surprize. At the 
same time, though the grounds of the ft 
port were settled, and the report itsélf 
almost ready to be presented, it was still 
thought proper to withhold it till Mn 
Trotter could be examined. The hon 
gent. concluded by moving for leave to 
bring in a bill “ to indemnify persons who 
shall give evidence against Henry lord vie 
count Melville, towards or upon the ite 
peachment voted against him by the com 
mons of the united kingdom of Great Bik 
tain and Ireland, in parliament assembled, 
in respect of acts done by such personsii 
any Office or employment held by them ub 
der the said lord viscount Melville, during 
the time he held and enjoyed the office of 
treasurer of his majesty’s navy.” 

Sir W. Elford observed, that the object 
of the bill now moved for, seemed to 
exactly the same with that which hel 
thought necessary: to suggest last year, 
view was to render the witnesses free In 
all bias whatever, either on one side or! 
other, and this, in bis opinion, was not 
be effected without removing all feat of & 
liability to any danger from any thing @ 
might disclose either by a — 
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eotion; or a civil suit. Being of this opi- 
piotyhe had, of course, suggested the 
amendment which had been carried in this 
house. ‘The judges had certainly given no 
dpition, and in fact had refused to give an 
inion on @ question put to them on such 
tiroad basis. But, however, he hoped, 
that thé’ witnesses would be free from all 
biés/'so that every chance of justice might 
‘s@wdin both for the individual and the 
i¢,. With’ this object in view, he could 
have ‘nio objection to the bill being brought 
iny aidas the principle bad already been 
recognised by the house, he saw no reason 
why it should not be suffered to proceed 
with all the requisite dispatch.—The-ques- 
tion was then put, and leave given. After 


which Mr: Whitbread ¥rought in the bill, 
whith ‘was’ read a: first and second time, 
committed, reported, and ordered to be 
read'a third time to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, February 11. 


{Mixures.] Lord Somers was sworn, 
dnd'took his seat, on acceding to the peer- 
 @i@y’on’ the demise of his father, the late 
lord—The malt, and place and perision du- 
ty’ bills ‘were: severally read a third time, 
and passed, and messages ordered to ac- 
qedint the commons therewith.—Mr. Gra- 
faim from the inspector of convicts, present- 
@atthe bur the annual accountsof the state 
éfthie convicts on the River Thames, and 
it'Portsmouth; which were odered to lie 
on'the table. 


— 


HOUSE -OF COMMONS, 

Tuesday, Pebruary 11. 
“fMinures.]*" A message from the lords 
communicated their lordships’ assent to the 
malt duty bill, and the pensions, sugar, to- 
baceoy and ‘snuff duty bills--On the mo- 
tion of lord Folkestone, the account on 
the'table, stating’ the progtess:made by the 
Commissioners for reducing the: nationa 
debt for the year ending the 31st of Jan. 

was' ordered to be printed.— Mr. 
Mexander brought up the report of the 
committee of ways and means. ‘The'reso- 
lution for an issue of five millions of ex- 
thequer bills was read and agreed to, and 
a bill: ordered —-Mr. Tierney. rose to re- 

@ notice, which he had submitted: to 
the house above two years ago. He: said, 
that he should on this day three’ weeks 


Move for leave to bring in a bill for >the 
Vou. VI. 
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purpose of removing ail’ doubts with res 
spect to the law which applied to the treat- 
ing at elections. The reason which urged 
him so long to delay bringing this subject 
before the house, the right hon. gent. 
stated to be, that ever since he had 
given iotice, a nunsber of election peti+ 
tions had been generally before the house, 
which in most cases involved this ques- 
tion.—New writs were ordered for Wilton, 
in the room of Jord viscount: Fitzwilliam, 
who had accepted the stewardship of the 
manor of East Hendred; and for Haverford- 
west, in the room of lord Kensington, who 
had: been appointed one of the commis- 
sioners for executing the office of lord 
high admiral.—Mr. Vansittart moved, 1. 
“That there be laid before this house, an 
account of the number of vessels, with the 
amount of their tonnage, and the value 
(official and computed) of their cargoes, 
which entered inwards, and cleared out~ 
wards, in the several ports on the West 
coast of Great Britain, from Liverpool in= 
Clusive to’ the northward, from or to any 
part of the continent of Europe situate 
northward or north-eastward of Holland, 
and also from or to any ports on the east 
coast of Great Britain, from Lynn Regis, in 
Norfolk, inclusive, to the northward, for 
five years, ending the 5th of Jan. 1793, 
and for five years, ending the 5th day of 
Jan. 1806.” 2, “ An account of the num- 
ber of vessels, with the amount of their 
tonnage, and the value (official and com- 
puted) of their cargoes, which entered in 
wards, and cleared outwards, in the ses 
veral northern ports of Ireland, including 
Dublin and Sligo, from or to any part of 
the continent of Eurupe, situate northward 
or north-eastward. of Holland; and: also 
from or to any ports’ on the east coast of 
Great Britain, from Lynn Regis, in Nore 
folk, inclusive, to the northward, for five 
years, ending the 5th of Jan. 1793, and for 
five years; ending the 5th of Jan. 1806.” 
Ordered. — Mr. O’Hara moved, “ that 
there be laid before this house, an account 
of the totals.of the imports and exports of 
Great Britain, according 'to their real va- 
lue, for the-years ending 5th Jan. 1860, 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, and 4, respectively, so as to 
ascertain the balance of each year.” Or- 
dered ; as was also a similar account for 
Ireland. 

[Arratrs or. Inptas} Lord Folkestone 
adverted to the notice which had been 
given by an hon. gent. near him (Mr. 
Paull) with respect to the affairs of India, 

M 












and ‘to the several papers which that hon, 
gent. had moved for preparatory to his in- 
tended motion. _ But. in addition to the 
papers on the table, and those ordered to 
be laid before the house, the noble lord 
thought the following essentially necessary 
to.a thorough investigation and full un- 
derstanding of the subject to which they 
referred; he should therefore move, 1. 
‘¢ That there be laid before this house, a 
return of the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, privates and recruits belonging to 
his majesty’s service, which have been em- 
barked for the. East-Indies, from June 
1793, to the last embarkation; and of 
those who have returned to Great Britain, 
distinguishing each year.” 2. “A return 
of the cadets and recruits entered and en- 
listed for the service of the Kast-India 
company, who bave been embarked for the 
several presidencies in India, from June 
1793, to the last embarkation, and -of 
those who have returned to Great Britain, 
distinguishing each year.” Ordered. 

Mr. Paull moved, for an account of the 
quantity of specie and bullion which had 
been exported to the several presidencies 
in India, since the year 1797; and also an 
account of the bills of exchange drawn 
from those presidencies, distinguishing the 
amount to and from each presidency, and 
also each year. 

The Speaker suggested to'the considera- 
tion of the hop. gent. whether it would not 
be more regular to give notice of a motion 
of this nature, particularly ‘in the. thin 
state of the house ; because if, hereafter, 
there should be any objection to the’ pro- 
ghee of such an account, another speci- 

¢ motion must be made to expunge the 
order. The right hon. gent. thought it 
‘his duty to submit this remark, to'the hon. 
gent., leaving it to his own discretion to de- 
termine.upon what course to putsue.—In 
consequence of this suggestion, Mr. Pauli 
gave notice of his motion for to-morrow. 

{Lorn CoLLinswoop’s Annuity Bitt.]} 
Mr. A/exander brought up the report of 
lady Nelson’s annuity bill, which was 
agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be 
read a third timé to-morrow.—Upon the 
report of lord Collingwood’s annuity bill 
being brought up, 

Lord. Castlereagh said, that as he was 
the person who’ presented his majesty’s 
message upon . this’ subject, he thought it 
his duty to state, for the consideration of 
the house, certain circumstances which had 
come to the knowledge of the late admi- 
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nistration, since this message was, 
mended. These circumstances. were of 
such a nature as strongly to urge the pre 
priety of reconsidering the limitations con. 
tained in the bill before the house, ‘Althoug! 
he did not feel himself entitled to expect 
that any suggestion, of his would be much 
attended to by his majesty’s present minig. 
ters, yet upon this occasion he could not 
suppose that the grounds upon which 
his suggestion rested, could fail to intepes, 
their consideration. According to the lis 
imitations in the bill before the house, the 
succession to the annuity was settled y 
the two next male heirs of lord Collj 
wood. But it appeared that this noble 
lord had no male children, bis family, con. 
sisting merely of Jady Collingwood and 
two daughters; who, in the event.of that 
gallant officer’s death, were likely to be ex. 
posed to a state of distress, which, no doubt, 
it would be the most anxious wish of that 
house and the country to prevent. With 
a view then to guard against such conse. 
quences, and to afford an opportunity of 
arranging more suitable provision forthe 
family of lord Collingwood, it was his:wish 
to suspend the progress of this bill for some 
time. He therefore moved that the re 
port be taken into consideration on this 
day se’nnight, 
Mr. Spencer Stanhope, who stated that 
had. long had the honour of being ac 
quainted with lord Collingwood and. his 
tamily, recommended that, instead of the 
limitations at present in the bill, it should 
be arranged thus; that in case of the death 
of that meritorious officer, 1000/. a year 
of the proposed annuity should descend to 
his widow, and 500/. per year to each of 
bis daughters, to be held by them during 
their lives. This plan would be infinitely 
more suitable than that which the bill com 
tained, as lord Collingwood was not likely 
to have any more children ; and sure he 
was that it would be much more agreeable 
to the family of that noble lord, and of 
course to. the feelings of that noble lord 
himself. It would serve to relieve wuch 
of that anxiety which must naturally arise 
in the breast of a parent. who is daily exe 
posed to death in his country’s cause, and 
who must be sorely afflicted by the ides 
that his death would leave his family with 
a very limited provision, Parliamenh 
the hon. member had no doubt, would be 
happy-and prompt to release the: feelings 
of that noble lord from such an afflicting 
prospect, ¥ 
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that the object to which it referred would 
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.'Mr. Vansittart felt the utmost satisfac- 
tion in‘acceding to the proposition of the 
noble lord, and he had not the least doubt 


meet with the fullest attention from his ma- 
esty’s present ministers. They would of 
course not fail to take care that the family 
of an officer who deserved so well of his 
country should not be left without an ade- 
quate provision; and with that view it 
would certainly be necessary to provide, 
that, in failure of male issue, the proposed 
annuity should devolve on thé other 
branches of the noble lord’s family. 
\ ‘Admiral Harvey observed, that it was 
#0 affair of his to consider with what the 
pinuity mentioned in‘ the bill originated ; 
but it was to him an object of the most 
serious solicitude, that such merit as thai 
of lord Collingwood should not go unre- 
warded, or that the family of such a man 
should not be left unprovided for. That the 
latter was likely to be the case, if the house 
should not reconsider the bill under dis- 
cussion, he very much feared was but too 
true— The motion was then put and 
agreed to. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, February 12. 

‘{Mixvutes.] The royal assent was 
given, by commission, to the malt tax, 
and place and pension duty bills, and to 
the bill for naturalizing John de Rickholme. 
=—Mr. Whitbread brought up @from the 
commons a bill to indemnify all persons 
serving under Henry lord Melville, while 
treasurer of his majesty’s navy, from and 
against all civil processes, to. which they 
tiay be liable in consequence of the evi- 
dence they may give in the case of the 
impeachment pending against the said lord 
Melville.—Lord Holland moved the first 
teading of the bill; which being done ac- 
fordingly, his lordship moved, that the 
said bill be printed. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, February 12. 

{Minvutes.] Lord Henry Petiy was 
sworn, and took his seat, on his election 
to represent the university of Cambridge. 
=Mr. Johnson: from the office of chief 
secretary for Ireland, presented a return 
ofthe sums received and disbursed by the 
Commissioners of accounts for Ireland, in 
the year ending 5th Jan. 1806. » As also 
feveral other papers ; among which were 
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This last was ordered to be printed, on the 
motion of sir J. Newport, who stated that 
it was very material to the people of 
Ireland, that the information it contained 
should be as fully as possible» before the 
house.—Mr. J. Fitzgerald obtained leave 
to bring in a bill to tacilitatedthe division 
of lands subject to ascertained right of 
common in Ireland.—On the motion of 
Mr. J. Fitzgerald, it was ‘ordered, that 
there be laid before the house, copies ot the 
certificates of the lord chief justice of the 
king’s bench, the chief justice of the court 
of common pleas, and the’ master of the 
rolls, in Ireland, as to the amount of the 
fees of the different. offices held by patent 
in their respective departments.—The bill 
for indemnifying from civil suits certain per- 
sons giving evidence agaiust lord Melville,. 
wasread a third time and passed.— Mr, Paull 
moved, ‘‘ thata return of the specie and 
bullion exported by the hon. the directors 
of the EKast-India company to the several 
presidencies in India, from 1793, to Sept. 
last, be laid before the house.” Before the 
question was put, Mr. Vausittart said he 
must appeal to the hon. gent.’s candour, 
to postpone his motion for the present, as 
a right hon. friend of his, not now in the 


-house, but who would be there in the 


course of a few days, had expressed a wish 
to be present when the motion was made. 
Mr Paull acquiesced in the delay, and the 
motion was, with the leave of the house, 
withdrawn.—On the motion of Mr Brooke 
it was ordered that there be laid before 
this house, an “‘ account of the several con- 
tracts for spirits, and the prices at which 
they were made, entered into by the com- 
missioners -of his majesty’s victualling 
board for the supply of the royal navy, 
from 5th July 1803, to 5th Jan. 1806, dig- 
tinguishing the quantities of foreign bran- 
dy or British plantation rum delivered, 
and the respective ports of delivery.”— 
Mr. Vansittart brought up the 5 million 
exchequer bills bill, which was read a first 
time. 4 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, February 13. 

[ Witnesses’ Inpemnity Biix.] Lord 
Holland moved that the witnesses’ indem- 
nity bill should be read a second time on 
Monday, and that the lords be summoned. 

Lord Hawkesbury said he did not mean 
to oppose the motion made by his noble 
friend, he only wished to call the attention 
of the house to this bill, the object’of which, 








Certain returns from the county magistrates, 
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it would-be recollected by their lordsbips, 
made part of a bill which was before the 
house last session, and which went to in- 
demnify persons giving evidence on the 
impeachment of lord Melville, from both 
criminal prosecutions and civil process, in 
consequence of such evidence. Some 
doubts, however, then arose with respect 
to the indemnification from. civil process, 
and only the indemnity from criminal pro- 
secutions was agreed to, With respect to 
the civil.indemnity, certain questions were 
referred to. the judges, with a view of as- 
certaining whether persons were legally 
justified in refusing to answer questions, 
the result of which might subject them to 
acivilsuit.. Their lordships were aware 
that, a prorogation having intervened, the 
. judges did not conceive thut there were any 
questions now regularly before them to 
which they were.called upon to give.an an- 
swer. The subject, however, which was 
involved in those questions, he considered’ 
to be of importance, and he suggested whe- 

- ther it would not now be advisable to re- 
fer similar questions to the judges, for the 
opinion of that learned body, before they 
proceeded upon the bill? 

Lord Holland said, he did not object to 
the proceeding proposed by the noble lord; 
but, as there was an obvious necessity that 

* their lordships should either pass or reject 
the bill now before them without loss of 
time, his noble friend would also be aware 

of the necessity of having the opinions: of 
the judges as speedily as possible. ‘The 
earliest day that could be named would, he 
conceived, be the most advisable to be ap- 

‘pointed for the attendance of the judges, 
in order that their lordships might, without 
delay, proceed upon the bill, and either 
agree to its provisions, or finally reject it. 
After a few words interchanged between 
lords Hawkesbury and Holland, respecting 
the time to be appointed, it was ordered, 
that the judges should attend on Monday, 
for the purpose of then referring to them 
certaih questions. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, February 13. 


. [Muxsures.] My. J. Pym and Mr. G. 
-B. Mainwaring, took the oaths end their 
seats for the counties of Bedford and Mid- 
dlesex.—On the motion of Mr. Hurst, a 
new writ was ordered for Steyning, in Sus- 
sex, in the room of lord Ossulston, who, 
gince his election, had accepted of the of 
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4 bill of revision or regulation whatever, but 


fice of treasurer of his majesty’s hous hglj 
—-On.the motion of Mr. .L. Dundas,ap 
writ was ordered for Richmond.in 
shire, in the room,of the hon. G. Ady 
Dundas, who, since his election, ; 
cepted of the office of steward of the Chi 
tern Hundreds. On the motion of 
Vansittart, a new writ was ordered to 
issued for Cashell, iu Ireland, in the go 
of the right hon, W. Wickham, appoj 
one of the lords of the treasury ; apd fy 
Wareham, in Dorsetshire, in the r 

J. Caleratt, esq. appointed clerk. to th 
board pf ordnauce.—On the motiong 
ifr. Creevey, the name of lord H, Pety 
was added to the committee for managing 
the impeachment against lord viscouy 
Melville. 

(Wooten Weavers’ Petition] Ab 
miral Berkeley presented a petition of » 
veral woollen weavers, resident in or ney 
the clothing towns and villages in th 
county of Gloucester, setting forth, “ thy 
the petitioners have for several years:pu 
suffered great hardships and distress, owing 
to certain master clothiers having, for they 
own emolument, violated those laws whid 
parliament bas.from time to time enaeled 
for the preservation and prosperity of th 
woollen manufacture, and for the due pm 
tection of the persons employed thergia; 
and that the said laws have been so tie 
lated, under the pretence of their being 
obsolete; and_ that the said master do 
thiers, after their repeated applicationsis 
parliament for an indiscriminate suspen 
sion or repeal of nearly the whole coded 
existing laws had failed, at lehgth, atth 
close of the session, in the mouth of Jul 
1803, obtained a bill for suspending the 
said laws until the first day of July follow 
ing, under, as the’ petitioners were informe 
and believe, a solemn pledge and asst 
ance, that they would come forward ¢aty 
in the ensuing session with @ bill for ag 
neral revision and regulation of the said 
laws, aud owing to which assurance the 
petitiogers forbore from opposing the said 
bill of suspension; and that from that pe 
riod up to the present time the said mage 
clothiers have not come forward with ay 
have, during each succeeding. sessiol, 
waited till near its close, and then ume 
the want of time for investigation #4 
ground for their soliciting a further bil 
of suspension; and that during this pi 
tracted suspension of the laws, the par 





tioners have been the afflicted spectall 
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ir daily violation by the master clo- 
fhiers; who have been making fortunes to 
at the expense of those privi- 
wes, and of that employment, which par- 
has held out and guaranteed to the 
petitioners a8 a reward for long and faithful 
yervices, and by such practices injurious 
uitimete reputation of the fabric; 
wd that, umxder. these circumstances, the 
jtioners pray that their case may be 
taken into speedy consideration, and that 
eb relief may be afforded ta them as to 
the house shall seem meet.”—OrJered to 
lie upon the table. 
“HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, February 14. 


{Miyutes.] Mr. J. Latouche presented 
apetition from the debtors confined in the 
Marshalsea prison of Dublin, which was 
ordered to lie on the. table. —Mr. Paull 

ye notice, that on Wednesday next he 
would make his motion for a return of the 
pillion, bills of exchequer, &c. exported 
to India, by which exportation several acts 
of the present king had been violated.— 


The exchequer bills bill went through a 


committee.—On the motion of Mr. Wal- 
pole, a new writ was ordered for the city 
of Litchfield, in the room of ‘Thomas An- 
fon, esq. now lord Anson.—On the mo- 
tion of Mr. Hurst, a new writ was ordered 
for the borough of Steyning, in the room 
of James Martin Lloyd, esq. who, since 
his election, had accepted the office of 
steward of his majesty’s Chiltern Hundreds, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, February 15. 


{Mixures.] Mr. alderman Combe 
brought up a petition from the prisoners 
confined for debt in the gaol of Ludgate, 
Praying relief; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. —Mr. Alexander brought up the 
Meport on the bill for raising 5 millions by 
@ichequer bills. The amendments were 
fad, and agreed to, and the bill ordered 
be read a third time on Monday, if then 
sagrossed, 
ts —_ 


F %, 
af HOUSE OF LORDS. 


| Monday, February 17. 
-{Wirwusses’ Inpemnity Bitz.) On 
theorder of the day being read for the second 
Wading of this bill, and for the attendance 
the judges, who were all present, 





Lord Eldon adverted to the bill which 
was before the house lastsession, and which 
embraced the same object as the bill now 
under their consideration, He at that 
time called the serious attention of ‘their 
lordships to the bill, which he considered 
to be in the nature of an ex post facto law, 
and he then proposed certain questions to 
be put to the judges, in order that there 
might be a clear understanding, as to the ua- 
ture of the law upon the subject. He now 
rose to propose, that similar questions should 
be put to the jadges, with the same view, 
He could not help, however, observing, 
that the principle attempted to be esta 
blished by the present bill, was one which 
demanded the most serious consideration 
of their lordships; was one, for not guarding 
against the introduction of which they 
might deserve the reproaches of posterity. 
The bill expressed doubts as to the liability 
of a witness to answer a question, the an- 
swer to which might involve him in a civil 
suit, he could only say, that he had beea 
30 years in the profession of the law, as 
counsel, and in a judicial character, and it 
was the first time he had heard that there 
was any doubt upon the subject, although 
he was aware, that upon this point a high 
legal authority was againsthim. He wish- 
ed, however, their,lordships to be fully 
aware of the nature of the bill, which went, 
as it might happen, to give persons sums of 
money (for itwas the same thing, whether 
the money was actually given, or whether 
they were freed from any process, for a 
sum of money claimed by the public) for 
giving evidence at their lordships’ bar, and 
not only were such persons, on that ac- 
count, discharged from any process en ac- 
count of debts due to the crown, but from 
any process on account ef debts due by 
them to individuals, according to the words 
of the act, “‘ any other person or persons.” 
He saw so many objections to the bill, that 
he could not help recurring to the admira- 
ble speech of lord Hardwicke, upon a bill 
of a similar nature, which was before the 
house in the year 1742, and to which he had 
referred last sessions, when that great man 
concluded his speech by observing, that he 
would much rather be the object of such a 
bill, than the author of it. His lordship 
concluded by moving to refer to the judges 
for their opinion, three questions, varying 
in terms, the object of which was to ascer- 
tain, whether, according to law, a witness 
had a right to demur to the answering any 
question, relevant to the subject under in- 
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vestigation, the answer to which might tend 
to acknowledge a debt recoverable by 
civil process? or ‘which might render him 
liable to civil process generally? or which 
might render him liable to civil process at 
the suit of the crown, for the profits of any 
public money converted to his own use? 

Lord. Holland said, he should not now 
comment upon the objections made to the 
bill by the noble and learned lord, as this 
was’ not the proper time for discussing the 
bill. He could not help, however, observ- 
ing upon one point urged by the noble and 
Jearned lord, in which he thought the noble 
and learned lord was not borne out by the 
words of the bill. He did not conceive 
that there was any provision in the bill 
which could authorize the construction, 
that a witness giving evidence under the 
sanction of its provisions would be therby 
exonerated not merely from civil process 
en account of the application of public 
money, but also on account of debts due 
from such witness to private individuals. 
On the contrary, he conceived the bill to 
apply solely in its enactmeuts, as it cer- 
tainly did in intention, to the discharging 
such witness from process on account of 
public money. 

Lord E/don admitted that the bill did not 
apply to merely private debts. He, how- 
ever, wished to put the'case of transactions 
arising originally out of the employment of 
public money, becomitg so far transactions 
between individuals as to.give rise to debts 
which could only be, a subject of conten- 
tion between those individuals by whom 
and to whom they were contracted.—After 
_ some further explanation between lord 

Eldon and lord Holland, the questions 
were referred to the judges, who requested 
time till Thursday se’nnight to consider of 
them. 

Lord Holland expressed a wish that an 
earlier day might be appointed for the 
judges to deliver their opinion,. which he 
thought would be practicable, as questions 
similar to the present were referred to the 
learned judges last session. 

The Lord Chancellor (Erskine) said, that 
- the delay asked by the judges was, he con- 
ceived, no more than ought fairly to be 
allowed, considering the variety of avoca- 
tions by which their time would in tHe} 
mean while be occupied. The sessions at 
the Old Bailey would intervene, which 
avould necessarily employ the time of some’ 
of the learned judges and, upon questions 


PARL. DEBATES, Fesrvary 17, 1806.—Minutes. 


fon Thursday se’nnight, to which day 





ef such importance as. these, they would 
5 


naturally wish to deliberate upoti ‘thy 
when all of them were present. Hej 
this merely to shew that it was the oth 
avocations of the judges which preveny 
an earlier day from being fixed.—Itiy 
then ordered, that the judges should attey 


second reading of the bill was’ postpoii): 
and the lords ordered to be’sammoned 
that day. ' Vell 
Lord Eldon, adverting again to the ip 
portance of the law considerations w 
the bill gave rise to, intimated the’p 
bility, that upon further turning overt 
subject in his mind, he should feel iti 
cumbent on him to move fer a-comitiitig 
to search for precedents. In case sug 
should be his determination, he propogd 
to give notice of it to-inorrow, and to mop 
it on the subsequent day. os 
—_ ioe 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
Monday, February 17. 


{[Minvures.] On the motion of Mp 
Francis, a new writ was ordered for Apple 
by, in the room of Mr. Courtenay, who hy 
been appointed one of the lords of the tres 
sury-—A new writ was ordered, on th 
motion of Mr. Pole Carew, for Worceste, 
in the room of Wm. Lygon, esq. now lon 
Beauchamp.—Mr. Fox was introduced ¥ 
lord Henry Petty and Mr. Whitbread, ai 
took the oaths and his seat.—Sir P. Stevew 
presented, pursuant to order, an acco 
of the contracts for spirits, with the terms, 
&c. from 5th July 1803, to 5th Jan. 1806 
—A bill for erecting a workhouse, aol 
making certain arrangements with respet 
to the poor in the parish of St. Sepulctin, 
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was brought in by sir J. Anderson, al i 


read a first time—Mr. Lee moved, * thit 
there be Jaid before this house, an accottl 
of the number of writs issued out of tt 
courts of King’s Bench and common Pleis 
in Ireland, for the last 4 years, commeh 
cing the 1st day of Michaelmas term 180), 
and distinguishing the numbers issued ot 
of each court during each year.” Orde 
ed.—Lord H. Petty gave notice, that be 
would, to-morrow, move that the housed? 
adjourn to Monday next; and also, 

on that day he should move for a fev 
of the committee for investigating te 
account between great Britain and Irelatth 
—Dr. Duigenan moved for leave to Daj) 
in a bill for enforcing the residente® 
spiritual persons on their benehces™ 
Ireland. Ordered.—The 5. milliont” 
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% bills bill. was read a: third time, 


sed, and sent to the lords.—The bill 
for ascertaining the population of Ireland 
gas brought in by Mr. Fitzgerald, read a 
time; and ordered to be read a second 
4meon the 3d of April, and to be printed. 
A bill for. more easily obtaining the par- 
tition or inclosure of land in Ireland, was 
brought in by the same right hon. gent. 
and read.a first time. 
y{Usiow with Irenann.] Mr. Aler- 
mder availed himself of the appearance of 
aright hon. gent. in his place (Mr. Seere- 
tary Fox) to put a question to him on a 
subject, which he looked upon as deeply 
j “g to the empire. In a late de- 


pate (ee p. 128,) that right hon, gent. had 


pressed. some Opinions respecting the 
Union with Ireland, which had excited a 
considerable sensation, and given rise to 
much agitation in different parts of the em- 
pire The request, therefore, that he had 
tomake to that right hon. gent. was, . that 
be would distinctly state the tenor of those 
opinions, so far as they might lead to any 
ical.result, with a view to put an end 
tothe agitations which they had already 


The Speaker felt it to be his duty to re- 
mind the house, that, for any member to 
pit a question to another, with reference 
to any expressions that might have been 
wed.by him in a former debate, was 
wholly irregular and inconsistent with the 
received practice ofthat house, It would, 
however, rest with any hon. member to 
ue his.own discretion how far he should 
deviate from the received usage, and com- 
ply with such an irregular proceeding, 

Mr. Alexander was fully aware of the 
imegularity of his application, and therefore 
pressed for an explanation, as a particular 
favour, rather than as a right, with a view 
toguietthe apprehensions which appeared 
tohave been excited. 

Ms.Secretary Fox then rose and ob. 
sed, that he had many apologies to 
make to the house for saying any thing on 
the subject. The words which the hon. 
member, had alluded to, as having been 
wed by bim on a former night, applied 
Pitticularly to the question then under the 
consideration of the house, and so far as 

felerred to that, appeared to him suf- 
dently clear and explicit. He had felt 


ye imself bound to express himself in. that 
reed Manner, to prevent any misunderstanding, 


cause a very respectable member of that 
house had said, that he could not consent 





to the motion then under discussion, for 
voting posthumous honours to marquis 
Cornwallis, as he could never- approve.of 
the measure of the Union, which had been 
effected by that nobleman. He agreed him- 
self with that respectable member as to 
the measure of the Union, though: he .dif- 
fered from him, as to the effect of his sup- 
porting the motion, which he had clearly 
evinced by his vote for the honeurs to be 
paid to the memory of the noble marquis. 
But he bad at the same time begged of the 
house clearly to understand, that by ee 
in that manner, he by no means. expr 

any approbation of the principle of the 
measure of the Union, or of the manner 
in which it had been conducted. : “His op 
nion on that subject remained the same 
as it had been, and he saw no reason te 
look to any alteration of it; at least, he 
had yet not’ heard any thing to make him 
alter it. But he had not on the: occasion 
alluded to, expressed one. word: prospec- 
tively. His observations applied purely 
to the measure as it arose, and to the man- 
ner in which it had been conducted. But 
it did not follow, that, because aman had 
felt that a particular measure, and more 
especially the manner in which that measure 
had been conducted, had been exception~ 
able, he was therefore bound to undo it. 
There are, said the right. hon. gent., many 
measures which may originally have been 
bad, and yet cannot be .remedied -by a 
repeal of them; and if ever there was @ 
measure, the enactment of which is not 
connected with its repeal, it is precisely 
this measure of an incorporate Union. For, 
however objectionable the manner. under 
all the circumstances under which it was 
carried, it is impossible to remedy any ob- 
jections which might have originally ex- 
isted against it, by its repeal. 

Mr. Alexander declared himself fully 
satisfied with the explanation of the right 
hon. gent. and again disavowed any other 
object than that of setting the public mind 
at rest on the subject. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tueglay, February 18. 

{[Minvres.] Lord Eldon gave notce, , 
that he should, on Monday next, mov for 
the appointment of a committee to serch 
ior, and to report precedents of, theprac- 
tice and proceedings of that house, ircases - 
of indemnity bills with respect to wittesses 
in the prosecution of impeachmentsyLady 
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Nelson’s end sir R. Strachan’s anrivity 
bills were severally read a third time, and 
passed.——Mr. Alexander brouglit up from 
the commons the bill for granting to his 
majesty the sum of five millions, by way 
of exchequer bills, &c. ; which was read a 
first time. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, February 18, 


_ [Mrsurtes.] Lord G. Cavendish moved 
for a new writ for the borough of Knares- 
borough, in the room of lord John Town- 
shend, who had accepted the office of joint 
paymaster of his majesty’s forces— Mr. 
Creevey moved for a new writ for the bo- 
of Aldeburgh, in the room of Mr. 

John. M‘Mahon, esq. who had accepted 
the office of chief storekeeper of his ma- 
jesty’s ordnance.—Mr. Vansittart moved 
for a new writ for tlie city of Waterford, 
in the room of Sir John Newport, bart. 
who had accepted the Chiltern Hundreds ; 
and Mr. Whitbread moved for a new writ 
for Stafford, in the room of the right hon. 
R..B. Sheridan, who had accepted the office 
of treasurer of the navy; which were se- 
verally ordered accordingly. — Ordered, 
that the right rev. Robert Allott, dean of 
Raphoe, be requested to preach before this 
house, at St. Margaret’s church, Westmiu- 
ster, on Wednesday, tlie 26th imstant, be- 
ing the day appointed by his majesty for a 
general fast in this kingdom.—Lord Henry 
Petty moved, that this house, on its rising, 
do, adjourn to Monday. Mr. Spencer 
Stanhope said, that before the question 
was put, he would beg leave to ask the 
noble lord for an answer as to a single fact, 
which he would. state without any com- 
ment whatever; and that was, whether 
lord Ellenborough, who is one of the privy 
council, was also allowed to sit and vote 
‘in that, department. of the executive go- 
vernment, which wasin common called the 
Cabinet Council? Lord H. Petty said, he 
had no hesitation in answering:the question 

of the hon. gentleman, and to inform him 

and the house, that the noble and learned 

lord he had named as being one of the privy 

ceuncil, had also been summoned to, and 


hed-attended: more than‘once, the sittings: 
ofwhat was commonly called the Cabinet: 


,comeil, 1 

PEriTioN AGAINST THE ADDITIONAL 
:Forezt Buwu.] A petition of the noble- 
»menjand the humble petition of others the 
vestrinen of the parish of St. Mary-la- 


1806.— Conduct of Judge For. 


botirie, in the county of Middlesex 9g 
presented to the house, Setith gy fon 
© that the number of mén required toy 
taised ist tlie said parish, under theipy 
sions of an act of the 44t of hid pig 
thajesty, intituled, an ‘act for establigh 
and mdiatdining a permanent addif 
force for the defence of the reéulin} ‘aldy 
provide for dugmenting his majesty’s’ 
lar forces, and for the gradual Rs 
of the militia of England, amountedy 
225; and, notwithstanding every’ eniey 
vour had been made’ by the seleet y 
churchwardens, overseers of tli¢ poor, aid 


impossible to procure a single’ nati iid, 
manner and upon the’ terms prescribed 
the said aet ; and’ that the said parisi jg 
therefore becoine liable to the several fig 
imposed by the said aet, and had cong 
quently, on the 23d day of Aug, last, bei 
assessed in the enormous sum of 4,500h ij 
respect of such: deficiency, which, forth 
reasou before giver im, was not possible 
avoid; and that the sum of 2000 ha 
been paid to the: treasurer. of the 

of Middlesex on account of the said pena 
ties; and the petitioners have not bea 
informed, nor do they believe that, ihe 
the said: assessment,.a' man has been carted 
to' the account of the’ said: parishiby tM 
recruiting officer of the district’ inwhid 
the said parish is situate ; and thaty aft 


| said act seems to have failed itsmtended 


object in every respect, and) to impose 
heavy penalties upon’ persons® withdi 
possibility of their avoiding the'santey 
petitioners pray that the said: act mayb 
repealed,” —Ordered to lie’ upon the table 
See ae 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, February 24... 


[Conpucr or Juper Fox.) ‘LonB 
don, on perceiving a-hoble marquisinti 
place, rose, aud’ called the attention ofthe 
house generally to the: situation’ inwhidh 
the case of the above judicial characlt 
stood: before their lordsbips. . Therallt 
was'one, in/every point of view, publitw 
well as private, of the highest apie 
and it was highly proper that thei 
should come to some determination ua 
the case. He therefore requested :toikamt 
of that noble marquis, whether he intended 
to move for any proceeding relative tlt 
attendance or examination’ of! wi 
the case‘of Mr. justice Fox ? 

The Marquis. of Abercurn. said, 
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be in the recollection of several of their 


‘ Jordships, that so early as on the first day 


of the session, he had called the attention 
of the house to the business alluded to. It 
was his wish, that as little delay as pos- 
sible should take place with respect to the 

eedings upon the case, ‘The spring 
gssizes in Ireland were to take place this 
year somewhat earlier than they did last 
ear, in which case their attendance in 
London might be propertionably earlier, 
aweek or ten days at least. It was his 
intention to move, that certain witnesses 
be ordered to attend on the 28th of April. 
His lordship presented a list of a number 
of witnesses, who, he regularly moved, 
should be ordered to attend at the bar of 
that house on the 28th day of April next. 
—As the lord chancellor was reading the 
motion, 

Lord Grenville entered the house, and, 
op the question being put, his lordship 
tose, and observed, he spoke under the 
disadvantage of not having heard what 
transpired on the subject previous to the 
motion; but it struck him most forcibly, 
that, on a subject of such great and various 
importance as that which the case of Mr, 
justice Fox involved, some time should be 
allowed, not only as it respected himself, 
but other noble lords, who wished to de- 
livertheir opinions, for the consideration 
of the subject, He was then quite unpre- 
pared to give a decided opinion us to what 
was proposed. He submitted, therefore, 
whether it would not be better to withdraw 
the motion? but, shortly after, he moved 
that the farther consideration of this moe 
tion be adjourned to this day se’unight.— 
This, on the question being so put,- was 
agreed to by their lordships. 

[Eanzi Sr. Vincent.] Lord Grenville 
presented a message from his majesty, 
purporting that, by the act of parliament 
for granting an annuity to the earl of St, 
Vincent, that annuity was limited to the 
two next heirs male of his body, and desi- 
Ting the house to take the further exten- 
sion of the same into their consideration. 
=The message having been read, lord 
Hawkesbury asked, across the table, if any 
motion. was intended ? Lord Grenville an- 
swered in the affirmative, and observed 
that, in granting the annuity to lord St. 
Vincent, it had been originally intended, 
4 Was usual in similar cases, to extend the 
grant to the two next successors to the 
litle. It happened, however, that, by the 


- ghacting words of the act, the annuity 


Vou. VI, 


was limited to the two next heirs male of 
the body of lord St. Vincent. The present 
message, therefore, had not for its object 
to confer any additional mark of royal fa- 
vour on lord St. Vincent, but merely to 
carry into effect what was. undoubtedly the 
original intent of the act to which he had’ 
alluded. A bill to this effect would, in due 
time, come before, the house, when their 
lordships would have an opportunity of 
considering the subject. He concluded, 
by moving, in the usual form, an address 
to his majesty, in answer to his majesty’s 
most gracious message, which was agreed 
to. 

{ Lorp ELLEN BoROUGH’s SEAT IN THE 
Caxsinet.] The Earlof Bristol, om seeing 
the noble lord at the head of the treasury 
in his place, rose, and, in a very low tone 
lof voice, addressed a few observations to 
his lordship ; the purport of these appeared, 
to be, a wish from the noble earl to be in- 
formed respecting a point which, he con. 
ceived, had made a deep impression on 
the public mind, and which was certainly 
a topic of great constitutional importance. 
He alluded to what was generally stated, 
that the present lord chief justice of the 
king’s bench constituted one of his majes- 
ty’s cabinet ministers. He begged an an- 
swer from the noble lord as to the fact. 

Lord Grenville said, he felt anxious to 
give as explicit and satisfactory an answer 
as was in his power, to the question of the * 
noble earl. He was at a loss to see how 
the appointment alluded to by the noble 
earl, was unconstitutional and unprece- 
dented. He believed, that ever since the 
privy council existed, or even since there 
existed such a station as that of lord chief 
justice, the learned lord who filled that sta- 
tion at the time was likewise invariably one 
of his majesty’s privy council. Indeed, 
the lord chief justice of the king’s bench 
was frequently summoned to attend the 
council on matters of the highest moment; 
and he was not only responsible for the 
advice he actually gave, but was also liable 
for any omission in giving his advice. His 
lordship must think it unnecessary to ob- 
serve, that what was generally or usually 
called ‘‘ the Cabinet,” was, under that ap- 
pellation and description, unknown to the 
constitution; indeed, it should rather be 
considered as a committee of the privy 
council that was more frequently called 
upon by his majesty for advice. Even that 
committee the lord chief justice of the 





land had often been summoned to attend; 








179] 


and if at all times it appeared, that the 
lord chief justice was a member of his ma- 
jesty’s privy council, and that he was often 
called upon for advice by that committee 
of the privy council, commonly known by 
the name of the * cabinet,” he could not 
think that it trenched in the least upon the 
spirit or the letter of the constitution, that 
he who was always of the privy council, 
and who was frequently consulted by his 
thajesty's more immediate advisers, should 
be made an habitual or constant member 
of the committee of the privy council, 
which he had considered the cabinet to be; 
more especially when the person who filled 
that exalted station was, in the present 
case, a man from whose vigour of intellect, 
from whose extent of capacity, and from 
whose comprehension and depth of know- 
ledge, the administration of his majesty’s 
government was sure to receive the uni- 
form assistance of such various lights. 
When he was honoured with his majesty’s 
orders to form an administration, he an- 
xiously looked out for such distinguished 
characters; and, if any exception was 
made to the advice he presumed to offer 
to his majesty on that very important 
business, he held himself responsible for 
any error or mischief with which it might 
be deemed chargeable. With regard to the 
appointment being unconstitutional and 
unprecedented, he should now only ob- 
serve, that he believed it had the sanction 
of the example of lord Hardwicke, and 
certain he was it had the sanction of the 
example of lord Manstield. The more 
such a question was discussed, the less, 
he trusted, it would be found liable to the 
objections insinuated by the noble earl. 
* The Earl of Bristol could not help think- 
ing the appointment highly objectionable, 
notwithstanding the explanation of the-no- 
ble lord. To him it appeared repugnant 
to the constitution, and incompatible with 
the due administration of justice; and, on 
these grounds, he should certainly submit 
it to the consideration of the house on 
Monday next; for which day it was or- 
dered that their lordships be summoned to 
attend. a 
[Wirvesszs’ Inpemnity Biti.] Lord 
‘Eldon went over some of his former argu- 
ments against this bill, comparing it with 
the indemnity bill brought into the house 
in the year 1742, and observing, that such 
a bill having row been introduced, it was 
essential, in his opinion, that their lord- 
ships should ascertain what had been done 
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in similar cases’ or former occasions, He 
therefore moved for the appointment of g 
committee to search for precedents 1. 
specting bills to enable witnesses, in gq 
of accusation, to give evidence at the bar 
of the house, by indemnifying them from 
criminal prosecutions or civil suits, org, 
ther of them. 
Lord Holland said, he did not wish to 
oppose the motion of the noble and learned 
lord, but he was ‘convinced that on th 
search being made, which the noble and 
learned lord desired, it would be foun 
that the present bill was not by any m 
as the noble and learned lord would haveit 
understood, a fac-simile of that introduced 
in 1742; but, on the contrary, wholly ds 
similar. He could not help, at the sane 
time, thinking it unfair to argue the billg 
the present moment, when it was not regu 
larly before the house. 

Lord Eldon, iv explanation, contended, 
that he had never said that the present bil 
was a fac-simile of that of 1742; but tha 
they must both be argued on the same 
principle.—The motion for a committee {g 
search for precedents was agreed to, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, February 24. 


[Mrxotes.] Lord ‘Temple, lord ¥W, 
Russell, lord Ossulston, lord R. Spencer, 
lord Morpeth, Mr. Windham, Mr, Cat 
craft, and Mr. Erskine, took the oath 
and their seats.—Mr. Whitbread movel, 
that lord Temple, lord R. Spencer, and 
Mr. Calcraft, be added to the committe 
appointed to prepare articles of impeach 
ment against lord viscount Melville. Or 
dered.—On the motion of Mr. Caleralt, 
the following new writs were ordered tobe 
issued, viz. for the borough of Inniskille, 
in the room of sir W. Burroughs, who, 
since his election, had accepted the office 
of one of the judges in the supreme cout, 
at Bengal ; for the borough of Plymouth, 
in the room of P. Langmead, esq. whobad 
accepted the office of steward of his m 
jesty’s manor of East Hendred; and for 
the borough of Portarlington, in the room 
of T, Tyrwhitt, esq. who had accepted tle 
office of steward of his majesty’s Chiltem 
Hundreds.— Lord Henry Petty moved 
that there be laid before the house an® 
count of all offices granted in reversion 
England, stating the nature of each office 
the date of the grant, and the periodd 
time for which it was granted.—Mr. Bur 
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observed, that a return of this nature had 
been lately made, and therefore that the 
account need only be called for from the 
date of the last return. He had no objec- 
tion, however, to the motion. The motion 
was then put and carried, without any 
amendment.-—His lordship then moved, 
“ that an account of all offices granted in 
reversion in Scotland, with the nature of 
each office, the date of the grant, and the 

riod for which it was granted, should be 

id before the house.’’ Ordered, He made 
asimilar motion for Ireland, which was 
also agreed to.—Lord Henry Petty moved, 
that there be laid before the house an ac- 
count of the increase or diminution, be- 
tween the Ist of Jun. 1805, and the Ist of 
Jan. 1806, of the salaries, emoluments, 
and expences of all offices in England. Or- 
dered. He then moved for a similar ac- 
count with respect to Ireland, which. was 
also ordered.— Lord H. Petty brought 
down the following message from his mia- 
jesty: “G. R. His majesty, taking no- 
tice that by the act of parliament for al- 
Jowing an annuity to earl St. Vincent, that 
annuity is limited to the earl and his two 
heirs male; and, being desirous that it 
should be further extended, recommends 
this object to the consideration of that 
house.” On the motion of lord H. Petty, 
his majesty’s message was ordered to be 
relerred to a committee of the whole house 
on Thursday next, 

[Arrains oF Inp1a.] Mr. Francis rose, 
in compliance with a habit which had of 
late prevailed in the house, to give notice 
of a motion which he intended to bring 
forward. This habit, he observed, which 
rendered a previous notice necessary when 
@motion of importance, or one which was 
likely to meet with opposition, was to be 
proposed, had certainly not always pre- 
vailed there. But however, that he might 
not be deficient in any point af form, which 
had been deemed proper by the house, he 
now gave notice that to-morrow he would 
move for a paper relative to the finances 
of the East-India company. This motion 
would be founded og a question, and it 
depended on the manner in which that 
question should be answered, whether or 
not he should bring it forward at all. In 
case, however, it should be necessary, he 
hoped that this would be considered as a 
sufficient notice. 

[LorpELLENBoRoUGH’s SEAT IN THE 


Caginer.] Mr. Spencer Stanhope rose to 


7. Boe give notice of a motion which he intended 
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to submit to the house on Monday next, 
relative to the situation which the lord 
chief justice ofthe king’s bench at present 
occupied in the cabinet. 

- Mr. Secretary For wished that the hon. 
member would state more explicitly the 
nature of his motion. 

Mr. S. Stanhope replied, that he had not 
as yet framed it, so as to be ableat present 
to be more explicit. 

[Recimentat Courts Martiat.] The 
Secretary at War (General Fitzpatrick) ob- 
served, that he had last session given no- 
tice of a motion respecting the military 
justice of this kingdom. As this was, in 
his estimation, a matter of the highest im- 
portance, he had always been anxious to 
have it brought forward .as soon as possi- 
ble. But peculiar circumstances had pre- 
vented him from pressing it at the com- 
mencement of the present session, as he 
once intended to have done. Ata later 
period, an event had occurred which ren- 
dered it necessary for him to postponeitstill 
farther. » Since that event, other circume 
stances had occurred, which induced him 
to abstain altogether for the present from 
urging his proposed motion; for the alte- 
ration which had taken place with respect 
to those by whom the affairs of the army 
were to be managed, and in his majesty’s 
government in general, afforded well- 
grounded hopes that the defects of which 
he complained would be remedied by the 
executive power. With these sentiments, 
he thought it would be quite unnecessary for 
him to make these defects at present the sub- . 
ject of parliamentary investigation. Amend- 
ment was undoubtedly requisite in the 
points to which he intended to have di- 
rected the attention of the house; but, for 
the reasons above stated, he would beg 
leave to wave his motion, ' 

{Stnxine Funp.] Mr. Alderman Cur- 
tis rose, and begged to ask a question of. 
the noble lord, whom he then saw in his 
place, relative to a report which had gone - 
abroad on a very important subject. It 
was by no means his intention to interfere 
with, or ask any questions relative to 
taxes; but he hoped there was nothing 
improper or irregular in requesting the 
noble lord to say, whether he had applied 
to the governor and directors of the bank, 
for information relative to appropriating a 
certain portion of the sinking fund towards 
payment of the interest of the new loan ? 
Such a report was in circulation, and had oc- 
casioned considerable alarm and uneasiness 
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in the public mind. _ He hoped, therefore, 
the noble lord would excuse his troubling 
him for an answer to what he had taken 
the liberty to ask, . 

Lord Henry Petty said, he was extremely 
happy in having an opportunity of assuring 
the worthy alderman, and the public, that 
there was no foundation whatever for the 
report he had heard on that subject. 

{Irisn First Fruirs Bitt.] Dr. 
Duigenan rose, pursuant to notice, to move 
for leave to bring in a bill relative to the 

first fruits in Ireland, and the regulation 
of Dr, Boulton’s charity. This was a fund 
which had been left about 50 years ago by 
Dr. Boulton, archbishop of Armagh, to 
assist in miuintaining the poorer clergy. 
The fund had of late very much increased, 
The object of the present bill was merely 
to enable the trustees in cases where the 
incomes of curates, &c. were below 100/. 
@ year, to raise them to that sum from this 
fund, as far as it would go. He concluded 
by moving for leave to bring in ‘a bill to 
amend the act of the 29th of George II, 
relative to the first fruits in Ireland, and 
for the better management of Dr. Boulton’s 
charity. This motion had been made last 
’ session, but had from some accidental cir- 
cumstances been deferred till now. 

Mr. Francis thought that this might be 
"a veyy proper motion, but the reason why 
‘he now rose, was to suggest to the learned 
‘gent. that however unexceptionable the 
‘thing might be, it was desirable that he 
should wait till another gentleman was pre- 
“gent, who might wish to attend to this bill 
through every stage of its progress. This 
was the practice of the house, and a prac- 
tice founded not only in decorum but in 
use too, and might be peculiarly proper in 
this case, as the hon. gent. alluded to, 
would in all probability hold a very high 
‘situation in Ireland. 

Dr. Duigenan replied, that he was per- 
fectly disposed to comply with this prac- 
tice, but on the present occasion it was un- 
necessary, as the hon, gent. referred to, 
had ‘last session an opportihity of exa- 
mining this measure, and had then stated 
no objection to it.—-Leave was then 
granted. 

{Mipp.irsex Exrection.] Mr. Peter 
Moore brought up a petition from certain 
freeholders of Middlesex, against the re- 
turn of Mr. Mainwaring, on the ground 
that he was not properly qualified. The 

“ground of qualification was the only point 
to which the petition went. <A petition 
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on this ground had before been presenta: 
but at that time Mr. Mainwaring, by the 
decision of the committee, was not a Meth. 
ber of the house, and of course the petitioy 
fell to the ground, The object now wy 
to renew this petition. He thought it 
right to state, that this petition had béey 
put into his hands only about ten minute 
previous to the meeting of the house thy 
day, and therefore he could say no 
more about it than that it was presented 
the instance of certain gentlemen whom hj 
understood to be freeholders of the cou 
of Middlesex. ‘The house would therefop 
consider whether it was to be received, 
The Speaker observed, that if the matty 
of the petition came within the election 
laws on the subject, then the hon. membet 
bad a right to insist that the petition 
should lie on the table. If there was any 
doubt on that point, the passage of the aa 
that bore upon it ought to be read, and 
then the house might judge upon the case, 
Mr Pereeval said, that from the fit 
view of the thing he thought it impossible 
that this petition could be received, ait 
followed the decision of a committee, 
which had Ycen appointed to tty the merits 
of this election, before which this poitt 
might have regularly come. It woilt 
have been better to have brought forward 
this point there instead of going on from 
time to time harassing the house. He 
had not had such an opportunity of inyt 
tigating the point of law on this: subjectas 
to enable him to give a positive opinion, 
but upon principle and analogy he thought 
it clear that it ought not to be received. 
Mr. Secretary For admitted ‘that bis 
first impression was, that this petition 
could not be received, but if it was possible 
to have it deferred till to-morrow, as ke 
understood it was, it might be proper # 
do so, that the members might have tite 
to consider the peculiar circumstances a 
taching to this case. The circumstancés 
were these: a petition had been presentti 
against the return of Mr. Mainwaring, aid 
the committee had decided on the retum 
generally, declarin§ that sir F. Burdet 
ought to have been returned. The qué 
tion of qualification could not come ® 
here. But a petition had been presented 
on the part of Mr, Mainwaring, sir F. Bur 
dett had declined defending his seat, and the 
freeholders had come forward in his plate. 
If sir Francis had: persisted in his defenct 
the qualification might have ‘been here 
brought forward, but as the matter 
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there was certainly cause for consideration, 
jn order to remove difficulties, if they ex 
isted, and prevent their recurrence for the 
future. He hoped therefore that the mat- 
ter would be allowed to stand till to- 


morrow. F 
Mr. Perceval complained of the manner 


‘jp which the house had been used in this 


business. It was evidently the intention 
of the persons concerned to take the house 
by surprise, by deferring the presenting of 
this petition till the last day, and then only 
tting it into the hands of the hon, gent. 
g few minutes before the meeting of the 
house. Sets 

Mr. Secretary For said, that this affair 
depended not on the common law, but 
ona particular statute, and the question 
was, whether the qualification could have 
peen properly tried till now? 

The Speaker then read the passage of 
the act, from which it appeared, that the 
fréeeholders who took up the cause in the 
place of any member, stood, to all intents 
and purposes, in his situation, so that the 
qualification might have been tried before. 

Mr. Secretary Fox said that his doubts 
were removed. 

Mr. Mainwaring contended, that this 
petition could not be admitted on this 

und, namely, that it was a petition to 
fenew a petition that had been presented 
last session, which was not now renewable ; 
becatise, in all cases of this nature, such a 
petition for a renewal must be presented 
four days after the commencement of the 
session. 

The Speaker observed, that the hon. 
gent. was perfectly correct in his remark. 
It was the duty of every gentleman who 
presented a petition, to make himself mas- 
ter of the contents, in order that he might 
explain them to the house ; he therefore 
requested the hon. gent. would have the 

oodness to state, whether or not this was 
a petition for the renewal of a former peti- 
tion. 

Mr. Moore replied, that he believed he 
might take upon himself to say, that it 
was a petition for the renewal of a former 
petition.—On ‘which the Speaker declared, 
thatthe rule of the house was perfectly 
clear, which rendered any such petition 
inadmissible, 

ees 

' HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Tuesday, February 25, 

Mixvtzs,] Lord Androssan (the earl 
“f lingtown) was introduced in the usual 
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form, between the earl of Moita, and lord 
Keith. His patent of creation having 
been read at the table, his lordship took 
the oaths and his seat.—The exchequer 
bills bill passed through @ comtiittee, and 


‘was reported.—The New Forest Road bill 


was read a second time, and committed 
for Thursday.—Mr. Baldwin brought up @ 
bill for erecting court houses ih the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, which was tead a first 
time, 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, February 25. : 
[Minvures.] A petition was presented 
from the debtors confined in the jail of 
Nottingham, which was ordered to lie on 
the table-——Mr. Grey, sir A. Piggott; and 
Mr. H. Addington, and sir C. Polé took 
the oaths and their seats.—Mr. Eyre pre- 
sented a petition from the maltsters of Not- 
tingham, complaining of the additional 
duties imposed upon malt by the a¢t of the 
42d of his present majesty. Ordered to 
lie on the table.—Mr. Johnson from ‘the 
office of the chief secretary for’ Ireland, 
presented at the bar an accoufit. of the 
number of non-resident clergymen, &6. ih 
the dioceses of Ossory and Kilmore, Of- 
dered to lie on the table.—Dr. Duigenanh 
brought in a bill for enforcing thé residence 
of the clergy in Ireland, which was read 
a first time.—The secretary at wat gave 
notice, that he would on Thursday submit 
a motion for leave to bring in a bill to ii 
demnify those who had advised his ma- 
jesty to permit the landing of a certain 
number of foreign troops ia this country. 
This measure, the right hon. gent. added, 

was conceived to be the more n 
in consequence of the amount of the Ger- 
man legion, which had ‘been ré¢eently so 
very much recruited on the continétit.—— 
Lord Henry Petty moved, “ that a com- 
mittee be appointed to examine and Té- 
port the amount of the joint charge on the 
united; kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, between the Ist of Jan, 1801 ahd 
the ist of Jan. 1806, what proportion 
thereof has been defrayed by Great Britain 
and Ireland respectively, and what baldtiée 
remains due from either part of the united 
kingdom to the other, according to the 
provisions of the act of the 39th and 40th 
year of his present majesty, for the union 
of Great Britain and Ireland; and likewise 


to consider of and report the best meats 


of ascertaining in future the amount of 
such balance us may be due from Great 
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Britain or. Ireland, respectively, at the ex- 
piration of each year.” Ordered. 
[Aprairs or Inpia.] Mr, Francis rose 
and spoke as follows:—Mr. Speaker; | 
rise, pursuant to notice, to move for the 
production of a document, which is at once 
of considerable importance and curiosity ; 
but, as it relates to a subject which ap- 
ars not to deserve much interest in this 
house or.in the country, it may not excite 
adequate attention. I well know, by long 
experience, that India and every question 
connected with it, has, no attraction for 
parliament or for the public ; and that now, 
as; well as on all former occasions, I shall 
still have to contend with the impatience 
and disgust of a careless unwilling audience. 
This alone makes the task too heavy for 
me, and is more than ought to be imposed 
on any individual, who has laboured for 
two-and-twenty years to execute a most 
invidious as .well as important service, 
without reward, or assistance, or even 
encouragement from .any body. It is 
not possible for the house . to believe, 
that. I can have any satisfaction in such a 
labour, except from the sense of performing 
@ great and urgent duty, the execution 
ef which, in fact, has been a principal bar 
to all my. views in life as well as a perpe- 
tual interruption to my quietand happiness. 
So far from having a pleasure in the dry 
discussion of such subjects, if it were pos- 
sible for me to command a vote of this 
house, the first resolution they should pass 
should be to close my lips, and silence me 
for ever, on India affairs. The task I have 
undertaken, and so long pursued, is difli- 
cult, is unpleasing to those most interested in 
it, and, as yet, productive of no benefit to 
the country; still I will go on—I will not 
solicit ; but I will advise the house, as they 
.walue the interests of India, not to dis- 
eourage.the few, who may yet be disposed to 
investigate that subject, nor to damp their 
pursuit by a, languid, reluctant attention ; 
by, in fact, slighting their zeal. India is 
every day becoming more formidable to 
this country, and every thing that relates 
to our possessions in that quarter imperi- 
ously claims the attention of parliament. 
The question, which I have now to submit 
to the consideration of the house, does 
not refer to war or peace, or to any topic 
of Indian policy. It is merely a point re- 
specting finance;.and perhaps will-not be 
a bad preface to the motion of which an 
hon. gent. on the bench behind me (Mr. 
Paull) has given notice for this day, Mo- 
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tions of this nature I conceive to be parti 
cularly necessary, in consequence of the 
irregular manuer in. which the accounts 
respecting India have been laid before the 
house, or rather by the neglect for some timy 
to make any official communication whg. 
ever from that quarter. No Indian budget, 
you will recollect, was produced in the las 
sessions, and the noble lord (Castle 
who then presided over the board of cop. 
troul accounted for that singular omissign 
(uothing similar to which, as I believe, haj 
ever occurred before, since the board of 
controul was instituted) in this singular 
way; viz. that the necessary accounts haf 
not arrived from India. This was certgip. 
ly strange: and I recommend it to fhe 
particular attention of his majesty’s present 
ministers. Since the end of March 1803, 
no statement has been laid before parli, 
ment, of the situation of the finances of 
India, If I were to ask the reason why 
the necessary and usual accounts were not 
produced in due time to enable the m. 
nister for India to bring forward the Ind 
budget for last year, it would not surely 
be answered, that these accounts were not 
sent from India in due time ; for, any suth 
delay unaccounted for would involve. the 
direct breach of an act of parliament, 
But if it were said that the dispatches 
were intercepted; that the ship which 
carried them was captured, and that thus 
our financial accounts fell into the hands 
of the enemy ; then another question would 
arise. It is notorious, that every captain 
entrusted with the conveyance of public 
dispatches, receives written official in- 
structions from the secretary’s office a 
each presidency to keep the public dis 
patches entrusted to him, in a state of pre 
paration ; that is, ready slung and loaded 
with weights to be instantly thrown into 
the sea from the stern gallery, at any mo 
ment when he should see that the capture 
of his ship by an enemy was unavoidable. 
—Why were these orders not obeyed? 
Iiow came those most important dispatches 
from India, as well as outward bound, 
which were published at Paris, to fall into 
the hands of the French? How did tt 
happen that our government for majj 
successive months knew nothing of ther 
contents, nor indeed of the state of {ndia, 
but through the medium of the F 
newspapers, retranslated into ours }—-Have 
the directors made any effective enquily 
into the causes and circumstances of; 
most unfortunate event? I call it unfoy 
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*“ ought to have been laid before the 


finate only, until I know that it, was owing 
fo some negligence, which of itself would 
be criminal, without supposing a worse mo- 
tive—The subject of the motion, which 
Jam now about to make, is not, or rather 
ought not to be, new to this house. I have 
mentioned it repeatedly, but without suc- 
tess, or being able to obtain the least ex- 
planation concerning it. And how should 
it be otherwise, when, as the noble lord 
well knows, his interest, which was consi- 
derable, and mine put together, could never 
obtairi an audience of more than fifteen or 
twenty members to /zs India budgets ; and 
that, towards the close of those debates, 
we were generally left to ourselves, with 
the chairman of the committee.—This su- 
pineness on the subject of India, has al- 
ready produced the worst consequences as 
to India; and if another course be not 
adopted, I am sure will be the cause of 
gerious distress, and probably more tHan 
distress, to ‘this country. On the 2ist of 
Jan. 1805, (see vol. iii. p.50.) I stated to 


352,000/, had been lately charged in the 
disbursements of the presidency of Bombay, 
with no other explanation than these 
words: “ Lent to the Guicowar.”—The 
house ought to know two things ;—that 
the several presidencies in India are gene- 
rally in distress for meney, and constantly 
employed to raise it by every possible expe- 
dient ; and that Bombay is the poorest and 
the most distressed of them all. In these 
Circumstances, they profess to have lent an 
enormous sum of the company’s money to 
this theirtributary prince. To save thetime 
of the house, I beg leave to read, what I 
before said, and which has been somé time 
in print on this subject, as a part of my 
speech: “ In the country of Guzzerat, to 
“the north-west of Bombay, there is a 
“ Prince called Guicowar; a part of his 
“ territory has been ceded to the com- 
“ pany, partly to make good the pay of 
“ our subsidiary force stationed at Poona, 
and for other objects of indemnification. 
* Out of that fund we’ ought to have re- 
* ceived a considerable revenue; but to 
“that prince the government of Bombay 
“have lent a sum not much less than 
“ 360,000/. The documents relative to 
“this extraordinary transaction, I think, 


“house, under the orders already given ; 
“which would save time and trouble; 
“if got, it must be the subject of a parti- 
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to ask on what ground, and for what rea- 
son, this loan was made. In the printed 
papers, I cannot find any thing to throw 
a ray of light on the subject. The com- 
pany take possession of the territory of 
Guicowar, they hold it in his name, and 
the first thing done is to lend him 352,000/, 
Why, on the very face of the transaction 
there is something which calls for expla- 
nation. The words of the official dispatch 
from Bombay relative to this prince and 
territory, were these—“‘ This state has 
“‘ for its present native ruler a chief- 
“‘ tain of avowedly weak intellects. Our 
“ support therefore must be extended 
“to all the. operations of its govern- 
“ ment; holding as we do, the imme- 
“« diate charge of the Gutcowar chief- 
*€ tain’s own guard, and dividing with his 
“‘ troops the garrison of his capital.”— 
Does any man believe that the Guicowar 
ever received a shilling of this loan? If 
there be really such a man, I shall 
only say, that that man knows nothing of 
the politics of India.—The hon. gent. con- 
cluded with moving, that there be laid 
before the house ‘ extracts of any letters 
or accounts received from the presidency 
‘of Bombay, relative to the sum of Bombay 
rupees, 31,25,944, inserted in the account 
of their disbursements for the year ending 
the 30th April, 1803, and said to be money 
lent to Guicowar.” 
Mr. Hiley Addington said, that had he 
been a member of the house yesterday 
when the notice of this motion was given, 
he would have taken the liberty of asking 
the hon. gent. to postpone bringing it for- 
ward, until the board to. which he had the 
honour to belong should have an opportue 
nity of considering the subject, and of en- 
quiring into the nature of the papers con< 
nected with it. This indulgence he hoped 
the hon. mover would not be disinclined 
to grant to a board so recently appointed. 
The application would not, he trusted, be 
deemed unreasonable, when the nature of 
the business connected with their office 
was taken into view; when it was consi- 
dered that it might be necessary to look 
over a number of papers which the noble 
lord on the other side (lord Castlereagh) 
knew to be pretty voluminous, before an 
opinion could be formed, whether it would 
be consistent with the public interest to 
accede to the object of this motion. As 
the grant of this paper was not so very 
pressing in its nature, he hoped the hon. 
gent. would. have no objections to post- 





* cular motion.” I think it is natural 
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pone. it for a.day or two; and he assured 
the hon. gent. that, in the mean time, the 
subject to which his motion referred should 
be carefully enquired into. 

Lord Castlereagh said, he was as ready 
@s any man to acknowledge the debt of 
gratitude which parliament and the coun- 
try owed to the hon. mover, for the zeal 
and assiduity which he had uniformly ma- 
nifested upon the important subject of our 
interests in India; and he perfectly con- 
curred with that hon. gent. that it was es- 
sentially necessary the house should apply 
itself to the attentive consideration of those 
great interests. But, in order to enter 
into that consideration, every part of the 
subject should be laid before the house. 
The whole of the question should be com- 
pletely understood. With respect to the 
assertion, that the India budget not hav- 
ing been brought forward last sessions was 
an unprecedented omission, be begged leave 
to set the hon, gent. right; for precisely 
the same omission occurred the first year 
he was president of the board of coptroul. 
But as to the cause of the last omission, of 
which the hon. gent. had complained, it 
was known to have proceeded from the 
delay of the accounts from India, which 
were indispensably necessary to the pre- 
paration of the budget ; and the same cause 
occasioned the omission which took place 
before he entered into office. As to the 
motion before the house, he saw no ob- 
jection to the production of the paper re- 
ferred to; but it was for the right hon, 
-gent. (Mr. H. Addington) and his col- 

eagues to exercise their own discretion. 
When that paper should be laid before the 
_house, and the transaction to which it allu- 
ded should be fully understood, the impres- 
sion on his mind was, that the hon. mover 
would find the loan not to have been im- 
providently advanced; that it was not 
money lent without a just motive, or with- 
out ample security; but, on the contrary, 
that land was assigned to the company to 
ensure the repayment of this loan, and 
_ that that land was placed under the com- 
pany’s own administration, On the whole, 
the noble lord had no doubt it would ap- 
pear, that the advance to this prince was 
a proceeding which stood upon the best 
principles of policy, that it was perfectly 
justifiable, and that no loss whatever was 
likely to accrue from it. To the hon. 
mover’s allusion, in the style of complaint, 
to the absence of the directors on this dis- 
cussion, -he should only say, that being 
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ral court, which, as to-morrow was a holy ba 
day, no doubt presented an increase ¢ M 
business, their absence from the house wag se 
at least excusable, Ried Ban 

Lord Morpeth joined in the request o| a 
his right hon. colleague (Mr. H. Adding. 
ton), that the hon. mover would defer his ve 
motion for a few days. 

Mr. Francis said, he had no thought * 
whatever of attaching blame to, or occa. - 
sioning any inconvenience to those wh — °y 
now directed the board of controul, He ps 
brought forward this motion before the ait 
house, in compliance with a notice which fon 
he had given so early as the last sessions, a 
With the request made to him by the noble 
lord who had last spoken and his 1 re 
hon. colleague, he had no difficulty. ig bos 
complying ; but he wished to learn, when oni 
the noble lord weuld be able to ascertain pers 
the propriety of acceding to the motion B yi, 
which he had felt it his duty to bring fore B ooq 
ward. He also would be glad to hear te 
when the India budget, which was omitted B oi4, 
last year, was likely to be brought for Fj. 
ward, 

Lord Morpeth assured the hon, gent, ps 
that no time would be lost in enquiring into laid 
the subject to which his motion referred Bas 
With regard to the India budget, he stated B ..) 
it to be his intention, on the next meeting B44) 
of the house, to move for the production B o¢ ¢ 
of the accounts necessary to the bringing F 4.) 
forward the budget of last year. How F 4, , 
long these accounts might be preparing le B- )..1 
could not pretend to say. ovat 

Mr. Charles Grant said, he had notbeen § gro 
in the house when the motion was made B quo 
He regretted that the attendance on bis B fag; 
duty in another place, deprived him of the J the | 
advantage of hearing the observationsd F ..,, 
the hon gent. who introduced it. Byal F go, 
the information he could collect on the enqu 
subject, he thought that there would ben com| 
objection to comply with it. He wassut § ors), 
it was the wish of the court of directot, B jio). 
that every information in their powé B tino, 
should be given. At the same time, le stipu 
felt it an important consideration, t0 & B chap, 
certain how far it might be consistent with yet t 
the general interests of the company 0 Bait 
have their accounts called for on every? B state 
casion.—Mr. Francis then, with the pe § the 
mission of the house, withdrew his motloh § pit, 

[Arrains or Inpia.] Mr. Paull # & the ; 
and spoke as follows: —Sir, in 178) 8 am ¢ 
India could not be mentioned without fk Biot: 






ing the benches of both sides of the hous 


tut I believe almost the last time lord 
ile addressed this house on the af- 
fairs of India, he congratulated himself (in 
4900) that circumstances were so changed, 
and the public cpinion and that of the 
house so favourable, that to its most im- 
portant affairs he could hardly bring down 
suficient members to form a house. On 
such confidence and change of circum- 
starices he congratulated the country. In 
such congratulation, I, sir, cannot possi- 
bly join ; for to such confidence, and.to 
the system pursued for 23 years past, I 
attribute the growth of an enemy more 
formidable to the happiness and prosperity 
of England, than the flotilla that menaces 
our shores from the coast of France. Sen- 
sible of the danger which few seem to be 
aware of, in the first week of the present 
session, I gave notice of my intention to 
bring before the house a subject which, 
whether considered in a political, in a 
commercial, or in a financial point of view, 
was second to none that could occupy the 
attention of parliament; and, as a ground 
for future procedure, I moved for a letter 
from lord Melville to the chairman of the 
court of directors, which has not yet been 
laid before the house. With the death of 
that truly great, illustrious, and ever-to- 
be-lamented character, the marquis Corn- 
wallis, I believed, and still believe, the sun 
of Great Britain set in India; that with 
him perished the last hopes of the country, 
for rendering India an aid instead of a 
“burthen to the mother country: at all 
events, his death stimulated me stiH more 
strongly to persevere in the line of con- 
duct I had imposed upon myself; and, 
feeling that delay was most injurious to 
the best interests of the country, I, ona 
subsequent day, gave notice of my inten- 
tion of moving for a select committee, to 
enquire into the truly alarming state of the 
eompany’s India debt, and into the causes 
of the disappointment of the just expecta- 
tions of the public, and the total and en- 
tire failure of every term, condition, and 
stipulation for which they obtained their 
charter. That such a discussion has not 
yet taken place, cannot with any justice be 
attributed to me. It has arisen from the 
state of the country, the state of the times, 
the state of the house, the want of a mi- 
nistry, and especially from the absence of 
the members of the board of controul.—I 
am this night, preparatory to my intended 
motion, to move for some official returns, 
Which will however occupy little time in 
Vor. VI. 
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the preparation and production, and ‘still 
less in reading; for, I believe, that six of 
the eight returns [ shall call for, will be 
answered by six simple negatives; nega- 
tives, however, that will prove several 
gross violations of the law and high 
breaches of duty.—It will not be consider- 
ed the least extraordinary of the circum- 
stances of the present times, that lord Mel- 
ville, who is now under impeachment for 
a violation of the Jaw, and a high breach 
of duty, should, in 1793, have brought ina 
bill for the most important purposes, and 
drawn up withacare, precision, and solem- 
nity proportionate to the importance of the 
subject, a bill holding out great political, 
commercial, and financial advantages ; a bill 
to guard the happiness and prosperity of 40 
millions of subjects, and to controul an ex- 
penditure of upwards of 230 millions; and 
that, while he is under impeachment, his 
act has been violated in every section, ex- 
cept one, where * the breach would have 
been more honorable than the observance.” 
A misappropriation of the public money has 
taken place to an amount exceeding 20 
millions sterling, and the violaters of the 
law have hitherto escaped without censure 
or notice.—By the act of 1793, after the 
payment of the military and civil establish> 
ment, the act enjoins that a sum not less 
than one million of pounds sterling shall be 
applied for commercial purposes, and re= 
mitted to Great Britain, to form a part of 
its national wealth. Since 1798, no sum 
whatever has been applied to commercial 
purposes, and the law has been violated in 
this single instance to a sum exceeding 8 
millious. To this extent, and to this 
amount has this commercial nation been 
deprived of such an import from our eolo-~ 
nies, which the law ordered and enjoined. 
By the 109th.clause of the same act, the 
law provides, that the governor-general, to 
reduce the India debt of the company, 
which was considered as the most formi- 
dable enemy to its happiness and prospe- 
rity, and which amouated in 1793 to 7 
millions, should draw for asum amount- 
ing in each year to 500,000/, which was 
to be applied to no other purpose, to no 
other account whatever, except to the re- 
duction of the debt. Eight millions have 
been drawn from, and not one shilling has 
been applied to the purpose ordered and 
enjoined by the act of parliament. Bul- 
lion has been exported to the amount also 
of 8 millions, for the same purpose, and 
no part of the amount has been applied 
Q 





195] 


towards the overthrow of an enemy, con- 
sidered by every person, conversant in the 
affairs of India, as fatal to the prosperity 
of India and England.—By the 111th sec- 
tion of the act, afier payment of the said 
sum of 500,000 /. to be drawn for the re- 
duction of the debt, which was to be re- 
duced to two millions of pouuds sterling, 
the law allows of a dividend of ten per 
cent, per annum to the proprietors of East- 
India stock. This part of the act, and this 
part only, has been complied with; and | 
maintain, that this ought only to have 
been the case had funds been remitted 
from India from the surplus revenues of 
India. Now, sir, no such thing has been 
the case. These cividends, sir, to the 
amount of 600,000/. yearly, have been 
paid from property provided in India, 
with money borrowed at an enormous rate 
of interest in the first instance, saddled 
with an enormous commission in the next, 
to the commercial servants of the company ; 
and the sales of this property which had 
to pay the principal borrowed in India, 
the interest of 12 per cent. at the lowest, 
a commission of 10 percent. to those that 
provided the investment, and a dividend 
of 10 per cent. to the proprietor, have, | 
am ready to substantiate, invariably pro- 
duced a considerable loss. But, sir, the 
payment. of these dividends, for which 
the public must ultimately be answer- 
able, ought not to have been paid from 
any funds except the profits arising from 
investments provided with the surplus re- 
.venues of India, and not payments from 
funds borrowed in India, and which have 
tended to increase the debt to 30 millions, 
instead of 2 millions enjoined by the 
law, has been a violation of the same, a 
high .breach of duty, and has tended 
aniongst other causes, and in no inconside- 
rable degree, to produce the state of em- 
barrassment so much to be deplored, and 
tended net only to deprive the public of 
their just but small participation, but will 
in the end saddle them with a debt, which 
never now can be paid by the India compa- 
ny within the period of their charter. After 
the payment of this dividend, the law pro- 
vides, that the Kast-India company, in ad- 
dition to the million of wealth to be yearly 
unported into Great Britain, which I main- 
tain can be considered in no other light than 
as an income from an estate belonging to 
the nation, the Kast-India company stipulaté 
and agree to pay into his majesty’s exche- 
quer, in half-yearly payments, as profits, 
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or direct advantage, a participation of 
500,000 /. to the public in-each year; by, 
if a failure takes place, it is to be Cafried 
as a balance to the succeeding year, ang 
may be levied by a suit at law, with a pes 
valty of 15 per cent. for each failure, No 
payment, sir, has been made, I believg 
except in the first year; and the balange! 
now due to the public amounts to n 

7 millions of pounds sterling ; but Which, 
with interest and penalty, would produce 
a sum sufficient to the purchase of 

wards of 55 millions of the capital of th 
debt of Great Britain. —The 115th clang 
provides, that the surplus funds of the comp 
pany shall be laid out in stock, until the 
same shall amount to 12 millions of pounds 
sterling, which is to be placed from time 
to tinve In the bank of England, thereto 
remlain as a guarantee fund for the amount 
of their capital stock: and by the 116th 
clause, the governor and company of the 
bank of England are ordered and required 
to produce the accouut of such stock, and 
lay the same before both houses of par. 
liament on the 15th of Feb. in each year, 
if the parliament be then sitting, or within 
14 days after the commericement of the 
then next session. No such returns hare 
been made, and the public are yet to leam 
what stock has been purchased, and whe 
ther or not the capital of the company, on 
the expiration of the charter, is to bewith 
out the guarantee so solemnly stipulated 
for by the act of parliament: and by the 
121st section of the act, it is ordered and 
enjoined, that, if the directors shall bem 
able to make good. such payments to the 
public, they shall make representational 
such inability to the chancellor of thee 
chequer, or the lords commissioners, who 
are empowered to issue an order, suspen 
ing such payments; but are required to 
come within 14 days to parliament, and 
produce such representation and _ order, 
and evidently to obtain the sanction and 
approbation of parliament. Here agait, 
sir, the law, I believe, has been grossly 
violated. Had such yearly representation 
been made, as the law required, longer 
this, I am satisfied, the house and 

public would have found themselves com 
pelled to revise a bargain, thus renderé 
‘nugatory, violated, and broken in allis 
parts. ‘To enable gentlemen to meet tis 
great question, { am this night to moveltt 
documents to prove the allegations I have 
now made; and I hope to this questo 
gentlemen will come with unbiassed mins, 
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and not shut their eyes to conviction, 


merely because the question is Indian, 


and because it is brought forward by a 
man new to this house and the public. 
The affairs of India must now force them- 
selves on this house, however the evil hour 
may be delayed, and an attack on the 

ses of the people of Great Britain, and 
a certainty that, after a waste of much 
blood and much treasure, they will still 
becalled upon perhaps to pay, certainly 
to guarantee, a debt of 45 willions sterling, 
These considerations will demand an at- 
tention, that the.cties of millions, and the 
devastation of defenceless provinces, have 
been unable to effect. —I therefore move: 
&}, That theve be laid beiore this house, an 
account of all the sums of money which 
have been paid by the Kast-India company 
into his mafesty’s exchequer, in obedience 
to the 111th section of the 33d of the 
king, ce 52.—2- A copy of all the repre- 
sentations which have been made to the 
lords of the treasury, in obedience to thé 
11st section of the said act.—3. A copy 
ofall the orders which have been given by 
the lords of the treasury, for the suspen- 
sion of the payments of the money due 
from.the East-India company to the pub- 
lic; in obedience to the same ‘section. —4. 
A copy of all the orders and representa- 
tions as aforesaid, which have been made 
by the commissioners of the treasury to 
parliament, in conformity to the same sec- 
tion of the act.—5. An account of all the 
stock purchased towards the guarantee 
fand of the company, limited by the 114th 
section of the act to 12 millions sterling. 
6. The yearly accounts of such stock, 
aud of its appropriation, which, by the 
llfth section aforesaid, the governor and 
company of the bank of England are re- 
quired to lay before both houses of parlia- 
ment,'on or before the 15th of Feb. in 
eah year; and if parliament shall not 
then be sitting, within 14 days after the 
commencement of the session of parlia- 
ment—7. An account of all bills of ex- 
shange drawn upon the court of directors 
from.17.93 to the latest period; specifying 
the amount from each presidency, and the 
Sum total in each year.—8, An account of 
ithevalue of specie and bullion exported 
within the same period to Bengal, Madras, 
and Bombay; specifying the amount in 


ach year, and any sums re-exported from 
-Madras and Bombay to Fort William, in 
-onsequence of any orders from the gover- 


hor-general of India.—9. A copy of all 





applications made by the governor-general 
in council to the chief supercargoes at 
Canton for pecuniary aid, with the answers 
or returns made to such applications from 
1798 to the last accounts from that fac- 
tory.” 

Lord Castlereagh hoped the house would 
excuse him if, having been trusted with an 
important office in the administration of 
India, he felt that he could not sit silent, 
after the observations which had been made 
by the hon. member who spoke last. It 
appeared to him, that the hon: gent. had 
either misconceived the act he alluded to, 
or else he must have read it very hastily, 
as he had blended together the territorial 
and the commercial revenues, which should 
be considered as distinct things. As to 
the sending of bullion to India in payment 
for its colonial produce, whatever preju- 
dice there might once have existed against 
exporting bullion, in modern times it 
was considered as an article of commerce, 
which might be exported without danger 
in its consequences, The hon. gent. had 
blended together many other considera- 
tions, which ought to have been kept dis- 
tinct. He had not distinguished the debt 
and the assets abroad or at home, nor 
taken notice of that intermediate measure, 
the arrangement for the transfer of part of 
the Indian debt to this’ country. As to 
the act of appropriation, the only way that 
the house did, or could in common sense 
have ordered the appropriation was, that, 
in case of a surplus, there should be set 
apart, in the first place, a sum for the mi- 
litary expences; in the next place, for the 
civiland-commercial affairs ; and then, that 
the remainder should come over in invest- 
ments. The hon, gent. was much mis- 
taken, if he thought that a single enact- 
ment would be sufficient to allow the coun- 
try to participate to the amount of the half 
inillion stated., Unless there was a surplus 
for such sum to come out of it, it would be 
impossible that it should be paid. When 
there was no surplus, it was also impossi- 
ble that annual accounts should be laid. be- 
fore the house of an appropriation of a 
surplus. The hon. gent. seemed to be in 
a mistake throughout the whole of his 
speech, in, only considering the surplus of 
territorial revenue,.instead of the net pro- 
ceeds arising from the commercial transac- 
tions of the Kast-India company, combined 
with their territorial revenue. «The gua- 


‘rantee fund which he mentioned. was only 


to be created after the debt sho 1 be r. - 
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duced to two millions.—<As to the super- 
intendance of the board of controul, the 
noble lord said, it had in fact been con- 
fined, as the law directed, to the civil and 
military government and revenues of In- 
dia. As to the commercial interests and 
concerns of the company, and their exclu- 
sive right to conduct their trade, and to 
instruct their presidencies concerning the 
provision of their investment, and on 
every subject connected with this part of 
their chartér, the court of directors had been 
left to their own unbiassed discretion; and 
the board of controul had never interfered 
with them, much less had it ever thrown any 
impediment or embarrassment in their way. 
—In the present state of the finances of the 
East-India company, it must be recollec- 
ted, that the last two or three years, and 
since the commencement of the Mahratta 
war, have been the times of the severest 
pressure. Up to the month of April 1803, 
he had frequently stated to the house, that 
the financial situation of India was a situa- 
tion of great prosperity, affluence, and 
abundance, and such ‘as justified the ex- 
pectation which had been ‘so long enter- 
tained of this country participating in the 
prosperity of the company. .He should not 
speak either of what might be the financial 
pressure at the present moment, nor of 
the means that the company had of sur- 
mounting this pressure; but he thought it 
would be impossible for gentlemen to form 
a right judgment of the present state of 
Indian affairs, until the accounts of the 
years 1803 and 1804 were before the 
house. He concluded by asserting that, 
if it had not been that the subsequent ex- 
pences of the war had disturbed unexpect- 
edly the prosperity which prevailed in 
1803, the statements he had made would 
have been realized. 

Mr. Fuller could not think with the hon. 
mover, that the sun of Britain had set at 
the death of the marquis Cornwallis. He did 
not despond so. Men of talent could al-. 
ways be found for the service of the coun- 
try. This led him to suggest to his ma- 
jesty’s ministers, whether something ought 
not to be done for admiral Cornwallis, the 
brother of that great man, who had distin- 
guished himself so much by his blockade 
of the enemy in Brest. 

Lord Folkestone.— Mr. Speaker, the 
noble lord (Castlereagh) in the latter part 
of his speech, has chosen to advise the hon. 


gent. who made this motion, to confine his' 


enquiries about the finances of the Kast-. 
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India company to the period of the ty 
last years; and he says, that it will bebey 
for his own purpose to do so. I dong 
know what purpose the noble lord imputg 
to the hon, gent., but I know with why 
view I shall support the motion ‘he hy 
made. I wish the whole state of the af 
fairs of the company to be fully and com 
pletely examined, and the true conditig 
of them to be made known to the hou 
and to the country; and, for this r 

I hope the hon. gent. will not follow th 
advice of the noble lord, but will persever 
in his intention of enquiring into the ma 
nagement of these aflairs during the whdk 
period of the existence of their charters 
Sir, the noble lord has further imputed 
the hon. gent. a careless and negligent pe 
rusal of the act by which this charter wa 
granted ; and accuses him of not undép 
stauding it. Undoubtedly this act is 
very long one, and in some parts a litth 
confused and unintelligible, particularlyt 
those who are not acquainted with the e 
cal circumstances of India; ‘but the part 
of the act to which alone the- motions 
the bon. gent. apply, are so plain, that! 
think it can be necessary for a gentlemap 
to do nothing but read them, to be per 
suaded of the truth of what the hon, gen 
has stated, that the provisions have bea 
violated in almost every particular, Bit 
the noble lord says, the act provides fe 
the appropriation of the surplus, if any; 
but could never mean to enact, nor could 
even be construed to mean to enact, thi 
there should be a surplus. I conceive, si, 
very differently. I confess I look ups 
this act as an agreement and bargain, be 
tween the company of merchants  traditg 
to the East Indies and the government 
Great Britain. The government, forth 
public, gave to that company the exclusive 
right of trading to that part of the world; 
they surrender the right of the publiet 
participate in the advantages of this trade; 
and, in return, require certain things# 
the hands of this privileged company. Tht 
remuneration, to be sure, is small énoug 
In return for the advantage ,and_ profit d 
an. exclusive trade, the public ask fori 
thing but an annual payment of 500; 


But surely, sir, that is as much a contrat § 


as can be entered into; and, if the terms 
of the agreement are not fulfilled on eithét 
side, the contract is at an end. - Now, sit 
what is it that the law requires of the col 
pany, in return for the advantages eo 
ceded to them; how is the money 


gerrgeuce 
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from this lucrative trade appropriated? In’ 
the first place, the act provides, that the mi- 
and civil establishments in India 
should be defrayed from the profits of the 
territorial revenues of the company; and 
then, that a sum, not less than a million of 
money, should beset apart for the purpose of 
purehasing goods to bring to Europe, or, to 
use the words of the act, for providing an 
investment. The noble lord may perhaps 
say here, that no man could suppose that a 
law would be passed requiring that there 
should be such profits. But, when two 
ies enter into an agreement, and one 
takes great exclusive-advantages, and pro- 
mises to do certain acts, I should be glad 
to know, whether the non-performance of 
these acts is not a termination of the con- 
tract altogether. The company take the 
advantages offered—they take the profits ; 
the act gives them up this; and then says, 
they sball do so and so with them: are 
they to continue to enjoy these rights and 
advantages without perfotming what the 
act requires ? Well, sir, this investment, so 
purchased, is to be brought home and sold 
for the benefit of the company, and the 
profits arising from the sale are to be dis- 
posed of, Ist, in paying the dividends; 2d, 
in honouring bills of exchange to the 
amount of 500,000 /. ; and, 3dly, to paying 
§00,000/. more into the exchequer, for the 
benefit of the state. Now, sir, there isa 
curious question arising here, and I am 
inclined myself to lay great stress on the 
argument of the hon. mover ; viz. that, if 
this investment is really not purchased 
with money arising from the territorial re- 
venues, after the expences of the civil and 
‘Military establishments have been pro- 
vided'for, the dividends really ought not 
tobe paid; for the act only allows them to 
he paid out of the profits arising from the 
sale of investments so purchased. How- 
ever, be this as it may, the other appro- | 
piiations of the said proceeds of the sale 
of investments have never been complied 
with, at least as far as the public is con- 
cerned. Except in one instance only, no 
payment has been made to the exchequer ; 
and, as I contend this act must be consi- 
as an actual agreement, and this 

| payment as a remuneration to the public 
for the advantages they had foregone, I 
Must think, that the charter has been for- 
ited ‘altogether. Itis true, indeed, that, 
ia subsequent clause, ‘the act admits the 
Possibility of such payment not being 
‘Made, ‘but it provides a regular manner, 
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by which it shall be dispensed with, and 
the parliament made acquainted with it.— 
Has this mode ever been adopted? Has 
parliament ever been informed? No, sir; 
the act here again, has been over and over 
again broken and violated—The motions 
now before the house, are calculated to 
ascertain and to inform us of the extent of 
such violations of the act.—I think it is 
highly desirable they should be known, and 
therefore I shall certainly support them. 

Lord Castlereagh said, he had not wished 
to confine the enquiry to the two last 
years; on the contrary, he had stated 
that he was ready to prove, that the finza- 
ces of the Indiagompany were in a flourivh- 
ing state at theytime he brought forward 
the last budget. 

Mr. Francis.—Mr. Speaker; since I 
have had the honour of a seat in this 
house, I have heard many extraordinary 
propositions stated and argued on, as if 
they could ‘not be disputed; but, mm «my 
whole parliamentary life, none more ‘ex. 
traordinary than some, which have escaped 
the noble lord this night. I ‘shall state 
them briefly as they occur to me, and while 
they are fresh in my memory, observing 
only, that we are not'talking now of the 
political government of India, or ‘of the 
wars in that country, or of any question or 
subject in which the policy of England in re- 
gard to the territorial possessions is con- 
cerned. The noble lord asserts that the 
superintendance of the board of controul 
bas in fact been confined, as the law di- 
rects, to the civil and military govern- 
ment and revenues of India. As to the 
commercial interests and concerns of the 
company, and their exclusive right to con- 
duct their trade, and to instruct their 
presidencies concerning the provision of 
their investment and on every subject.con- 
nected with this part of their charter, on 
all these points the noble lord affirms 
that the court of directors has been deft 
to their own unbiased discretion ; the 
board of controul had never interfered 
with them; much less had it ever thrown 
any impediment or enibarrassmeat in their 
way. Is this the fact? If it-be, I call on 
the directors to confirm it; if not, to tell 
us the real state of the case. Have the 
commissioners never interfered with their 
trade, or with -their lawful discretion over 
their own proper concerns? 1 think I re- 
member some strong instances of the con- 
trary. What part did the commissioners 
take in the great question between the 
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company and the private traders? Was it 
@ political or a commercial question, when 
their secretary (Mr. Broderick) informed 
the directors “that it would be unneces- 
sary to send out any paragraphs, the ten- 
dency of which might. be to occasion un~- 
easiness in the mind of the governor-gene- 
ral?”* I am sure that various other facts 
of the same kind might be produced, 
though I cannot immediately recollect 
them. The second proposition asserted 
was, that the exportation of bullion to 
India (for observe we are not speaking of 
China), was no disadvantage to the com- 
pany or to this country ;—that bullion was 
just as much an article of export as any 
other commodity ; and that, whether they 
exported that, or an equal value in manu- 
factures, was just the same thing in a com- 
mercial sense. Ina nation over-run with 
paper as we are, this is, at first sight, a 
strange proposition. The export accounts 
for the scarcity of specie, and that scarcity 
accounts for. the abundance of the paper. 
But, is the proposition true in a commer- 
cial sense? Has the noble lord never 
heard of the balance of trade between one 
country and another? Certainly I do not 
pretend to much knowledge on these sub- 
jects: but, I have read a good deal, and 
‘I appeal to all the written authorities and 
more especially to the merchants of Eng- 
land on this question—Whether a nation, 
that constantly pays its commercial balance 
in specie, is not universally understood 





* On the 26th of March 1802, the chairman 
acquainted the court, that Mr. Broderick had sent 
to him, by order of the board of controul, certain 
drafts (viz. of orders to be transmitted to India)— 
that he had laid those papers before the special 
éommittee, who had made a réport thereupon, of 
which the following is an extract :-—“ The commit- 
** tee feel themselves constrained to report to the 
*© courtastheir opinion, &c, thatthe letter received 
** this morning from the board, together with the 
«¢ two commercial paragraphs to be transmitted to 
«“ India, when taken altogether, demonstrate adeci- 
** ded and unequivocal intention of invading and 
« destroying the commercial rights and privileges 
* of the East-India company. Still, however, 
* flattering themselves that those rights, solemnly 
«and deliberately granted to them by the legisla- 
ture, will not be forcibly superseded or destroyed. 
“Resolved unanimously, that this court approve 
** the said report.” Another letter of Mr. Bro- 
derick, alluded to by the hon. gent. contains the 
following passage, on a subject purely commercial : 
** Under the present circumstances, they (the 
** board of controul) conceive that it would be un- 
‘ necessary to send out any paragraphs, the ten- 
* dency of which might be to occasion uneasiness 
in the mind of the governur-general. Dated 

* 2ist July, 1801.” . 


PARL, DEBATES, Fen, 25, 1806.-~Mr. Paull’s Motion for Papers 


[204 


to be the loser by that commerce? In fo;, 
mer times, we never exported an ounce of 
silver to India. ‘The investment foralo 

period was annually supplied out: of ze, 
sources of one kind or other on the spot ; 
for several years, out of the surplus of the 
territorial revenues. While those latte 
resources lasted, the company obtained 
their investments for nothing. It was the 
only possible course, by which a tribute 
could be remitted from Bengal to England, 
Those supplies have been gradually’ ey. 
hausted, But they have left behind them 
the habits and the consequences of an-up 
natural precarious abundance: I meap 
expensive establishments, and extravagant 
habits.—The result, as I am informed by 
persons who understand this subject much 
detter than I do, and as I firmly believe 
to be true, is that the company are 
considerable losers on the prime cost of 
their Indian investment, including all 
charges. What the consequence has been, 
or is likely t6 be to the state of the 
company’s affairs at home, I need not 
argue at present. It will speak for itself 
when the directors apply, as I believe they 
will do, for relief and assistance from the 
public.—It will then be a national ques 
tion in this house, to what degree the pro- 
perty of the public shall be applied to sup- 
port the instant demands and necessities 
of the India company. On that day, they 
shall find me, what I have been through 
life, their real friend; not hired; not 
paid ; not thanked by them ; but, serving 
them to the utmost of my ability in spite 
of their blindness to their own true inte. 
rests, and in spite of their ingratitude 
towards me. But, to do this, one condi- 
tion is indispensible, viz. that a full and 
clear account of the state of their affairs 
commercial and financial, shall previously 
be laid before this house. I will maintam. 
their dividend if it be possible, because! 
well know the distresses and sorrows to the 
innocent proprietor, that would attenda 
reduction of it. Ido not now mean to 
blame the directors, and much Jess the 
body of proprietors, who, in. fact, are the 
company, for many things, which bave been 
done of late years. The company have 
been the victims, not the authors of the 
system, which has been followed, . The 
principal .point, on which I question, the 
conduct of the court of directors is, that, 
from the renewal of the charter in 1793 
to this hour, and while they have seen their 
property running from year to year to Tull, 
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have«never brought forward a state 

of their afiairs as they ought to have done, 
by petition to this house, or by any public 
liamentary remonstrance against an 
over-ruling power, if they were over-ruled. 
Have they ever in any instance appealed 
tothe king in council against the board of 
¢ontroul? ‘'o-this objection it is no an- 


gwer to say, though in fact it might be true, 


that they are not free agents. When the 
frstattempt to deprive them of their free- 

ey was made, then was their time to 
resist, or to remonstrate :—not by secret 
conferences with the members of the board 
of controul, but by appeal to the wisdom 
and justice of parliament, or by some 
other public and honourable proceeding. 
A preconcerted harmony between the two 
powers, one of which is to originate all the 
acts of Indian government, and the other, 
tocontroul and correct them, if necessary, 
was not and could not be the parliamen- 
tary object of the instdution of the super- 
intending power. Otherwise, the board.of 
controul ought to govern in the first in- 
stance by its own acts. I do not mean to 
defend the system: but, I say, the system, 
bad as it is, is infinitely better than the 
practice. ‘This pretended harmony, I be- 
lieve, will be found, upon examination, to 
be nothing more or nothing better than a 
good understanding between the president 
on one side, and a secret committee of 
directors on the other. The court of di- 
rectors, as such, know little or nothing of 
what is going forward between those two 
parties: certainly not, in any thing that 
concerns the political government of India. 
—Once more the noble lord resorts this 
night, as he has often done before, to his 
old friend and never-failing associate, the 
Marhatta war. This war, in his lordship’s 
contemplation, is, like death, I suppose, a 
wre for all things. If nothing else will 
do, it furnishes an inexhaustible source of 
telief to his own noble mind, when any 
Indian difficulty is to be discarded. He 
forgets that, in his speech of the 19th of 
July 1804, he has already most solemnly 
assured this house, and the public too in 
print, that the ten years ending in March 
1803 was a period of nearly uninterrupted 
War, and that the Marhatta war, the merits 
of which are not, and cannot be, in ques- 
tion in this debate, did not commence un- 
til August 1803, consequently has no con- 
Rection with, nor can, on any rational 
ground of argument, be pleaded, to ac- 
ount for, that state of India and of the 
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company’s affairs, which is up to this day 
officially known to the house of commons, 
Admitting the Marhatta war to be a merit 
or a remedy, and not at all a disorder, it 
is not in the power of human wit to con- 
nect it with the casein hand. The accounts 
actually before parliament, reach no farther 
than to April 1803, and. at that period the 
company owed twenty millions in India, 
to say nothing of their immediate debts 
and difficulties at home, which even then 
were intolerable. As to the general alle- 
gation of uninterrupted war, to account 
for the debts incurred, and the total failure 
of all the pecuniary engagements, ¢on- 
tracted with and for the public, and in be- 
half of the company too, I say that the plea 
would not be a good one, if it were true. 
But I deny the fact. The war, which pre- 
ceded 1803, will not account for the con- 
sequences imputed to it. The noble lord 
knows that I have maintained this opinion 
in another form ; and as J think with argu~ 
ments, which I may defy him or any man 
to answer. [This refers to Mr. Francis’s 
‘‘Observations on lordCastlereagh’s speech”, 
printed in 1805.] The next assertion of the 
noble lord is eminent indeed, even among 
the prodigies of his own speech. He so- 
lemnly assures the house that, in April 
1803, (in reference to the finances and 
pecuniary resources of the company) the 
state of their aflairs was prosperous, afflu- 
ent, and abundant. These were his words. 
Now, there are only two ways in which 
such an assertion, on such a subject, can 
be true, positively, or comparatively. 
The noble lord may take his choice. On 
the 30th of April 1803, the India debt is 
stated to you, by the directors and by him- 
self, to have amounted to 19,$00,000/, and 
all the Indian estimates for the ensuing 
year take credit for expected receipts to 
an enormous amount, external to the pro- 
per resources of each presidency within it- 
self, that is, to be derived from new loans, 
from draughts on the company, and from 
bullion expected to be. received from Eng- 
land. On the Ist of March. 1803, their 
bond debt in England amounted to about 
1,750,000/. Their debt to the bank was 
then 700,000/. and even that loan could 
not have been obtained without a mort- 
gage of their annuities, which they were 
empowered to sell. In order to exhibit a 
favourable balance on the face of their 
stock account, the directors were reduced 
to the necessity of leaving the capital of 
the company, for which the corporate body 
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had received 7,780,000/. from the sub- 
seribers, totally out of the state of their 
debts. For this omission, it is true, they 
pleaded an order of the house of commons, 
when official orders were moved for with- 
eut notice, and granted as a matter of 
course. Such is the evidence of the noble 
lord’s assertion taken positively; and 
without saying any thing of the reasonable 
and obvious conclusion to be drawn from 
it, viz. that the India company must have 
been then in a condition to begin to liqui- 
date their engagements, or, at least so much 
at their ease, that they would want no as- 
sistance from the public. Now is that the 
ease? Just the reverse. Their Indian debt, 
instead of being reduced in the last three 
years as it ought, if the means were so very 
abundant in March 1803, I am sure will 
be found to amount 30,000,000 more or 
less, | mean on this day. As to the appli- 
eation of this boasted abundance of means 
and assets to the relief of the company’s 
difficulties in England, I will not anticipate 
what the court of directors will soon be 
compelled to tell you on that subject. 
But perhaps his lordship means that the 
prosperity and abundance, he alludes to, 
are to be understood comparatively. Com- 
paratively! with what? why with the state of 
the company’s affairs in the three succeed- 
ing years, of which no account has yet been 
laid before parliament, and of which this 
house literally knows nothing, except the 
happy information which they have just now 
received from himself. In April 1803, 
the company were nearly overwhelmed 
with debts and difficulties of every kind; 
but that, he assures you, was a state of af- 
fluence, prosperity, and abundance, com- 
pared to the present state of facts, as you 
are to find itin the accounts of the next 
three years, whenever they are produced ! 
Then indeed; but not till then, the noble 
lord may call in the Marhatta war to bis 
assistance. We shall see how far it will 
avail him. In the mean time, he supplies 
-us with topics of consolation; with which 
if we are not thoroughly comforted, it 
must be very much our own fault. Your 
situation was bad enough three years ago; 
but that was a state of delight and enjoy- 
‘ment compured to what, he solemnly as- 
sures you, you will find to be at present! 
That is, you were troubled with a plethora 
in 1803. By copious bleeding and a free 
use of drastic medicines, thuse symptoms 
are removed. Your complaint has taken 
‘a different turn. All you want wow is a 
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powerful restorative, at the expence ofthoy 
}whom it concerns, to save your life] 
have said, sir, and I affirm it again, becang 
it is true, that I have been, through all my 
political life, the sincere friend, as } 
for some years, the faithful servant of the 
India company ; that is, the proprietary op 
body corporate, though not always in their 
sense of their real interest; which, in 
opinion, they have sometimes misundg. 
stuod. Of this disposition and condyet 
I shall give one instance, which, as far a 
concerns my sincerity, ought not tobedis 
puted, because I could not but know tha 
the opinion I allude to was not at all |i 

to be favourably received, and because | 
might easily have withheld it. I endew 
voured to sefve them then, as I have 
done in other cases, and in another situa. 
tion, against their will. So long ago x 
the year 1777, I represented to his ma 
jesty’s ministers, and through them to th 
India company, in a letter which has bee 
published, the evil consequences, which, 
as I thought, must follow, not only to India 
but to the company itself, from their con 
tinuing to hold the sovereignty of 
ostensibly in their hands, It happened, 
sir, that, in the whole of that representa, 
tion, I had not only the entire concur 
rence but the able assistance of the pre. 
sent chairman of the court of directors, 
In those days we lived together on termsof 
real friendship and unreserved confidence, 
which, at that time, he thought no dispa 
ragement to him. When the charter wa 
renewed in 1793, as well as on various 
other occasions, I renewed my arguments 
and objections on this point. All the do- 
cuments, that relate to it, are iu print. The 
arguments were never answered; nor, in 
my judgment, is it possible to answer them, 
In 1793, and for many years before, their 
sovereignty, or their political power over 
the Indian empire, was little more than 
nominal ; nor could it be otherwise. Wel, 
what has been the result? Exactly what 
they ought to have foreseen. When they 
determined to be sovereigns instead oi 
merchants, or to unite in the company 
those two incompatible characters, what 
‘could they expect but, whether they liked 
it or not, to be made warriors 
conquerors? that is, that their pretend- 
ed servants in India, over whom they 
had no controul nor real authority, would 
pursue the old game of war and conquest, 
in their name, at their expence, and final 
ly to- their destruction. Look. at this i 
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gult in another point of view; and, if it be 
not too late, learn wisdom at last from the 
aweful lesson, which the state of your com- 
mercial connexions with the eastern world 
ought to have taught you long ago. In 
that part of Asia, in which the India com- 
pan has been a sovereign, a warrior, and 
a conqueror, they cannot trade without 
loss. The sale of their Indian investment, 
tosay the best of it, after paying prime 
cost, interest, freight, insurance, duties, 
and charges of merchandise, leaves no pro- 
fit, Now look at China, where they have 
fo territorial revenues; where they have 
made no war; and where, { hope, even for 
their own sake, they will never make a 
conquest. With that country only, they 
carry on a beneficial trade. From that 
trade only, they derive the only profits that 


enable them still to exist in Leadenhall’ 


Lord Castlereagh, in explanation, stated 
that his sentiments as to the prosperous 
state of the company’s affairs in the year 
1803, were founded on the fact of there 
being a clear surplus of 1,150,000/. after 
the payment of all charges in India, The 
teason why the public did not receive the 
$00,000/. on this occasion was, that this 
tum was payable, not from the Indian 
funds of the company, nor from the home 
fonds, but from a combination of both. An 
increased duty laid on teas had produced 
tdiminution in the sale of that article in 
that year, which, instead of so great a sur- 
plus, left a defalcation of half a million, 
and thus the claim of the public was de- 
stroyed. 

Mr. Charles Grant.—This discussion, 
tir, has unexpectedly branched out into a 
variety of topics of great importance, for 
which I must regret that J am not better 
prepared. Some observations however, 
particularly on what has falien from the 
hon. gent. (Mr. Francis) I shall beg leave 
to offer to the house. —The hon. gent. has 
Stated it as his opinion, that the company 
would have done well to have relinquished 
the sovereignty of their territorial posses- 
fons, and to have confined themselves to 
commercial pursuits; for that they have, 
it fact, been ruined by those acquisitions : 
Sr, I differ very widely from the hon. gent. 
On these points, and think the doctrine he 
has advanced, respecting the political go- 
verament of India, a very dangerous one. 
lconsider the East-India company as the 
fittest organ by which this country can be- 

y manage and govern its empire in 
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the east. It isthe fittest for securing the 
possession of that distant dependency to 
Great Britain, and for securing it without 
any danger to our own constitution. If 
the government of India were to be vested 
immediately in the crown, I scruple not to 
express my apprehension, that the conse- 
quences of such an arrangement would be 
finally the loss of that country; and if the 
patronage of India were in the disposal of 
the crown, our own constitution might be 
overset; whereas that patronage, in the 
hands of a numerous body belonging to the 
middle classes of society, can be attended 
with no political danger. And here, sir, 
I cannot refrain from taking the liberty to 
exhort those distinguished persons who are 
high in his majesty’s counsels, to be ex- 
tremely cautious of encouraging any.idea 
of altering the constitution which the law 
has established for British India. After a 
long acquaintance with that country, I feel 
myself warranted to say, that no other con- 
stitution would be so beneficial or so safe 
for it. The Indian empire was originally 
acquired, preserved, and maintained by 
the company, at their own hazard and with 
little assistance from the state; and they 
liave since managed it more for the benefit 
of both countries than for their own; for 
they derive nothing but their dividend from 
all their vast concerns. The advantages 
received from India do not result from in- 
vestmentonly. The tide of private fortunes, 
which is continually flowing to us from it, 
greatly enhances our national wealth; the 
customs and duties paid on the commerce 
with it augment the public revenue; and 
how much does the possession of an em- 
pire there raise the political consequence~ 
of this nation? It is true these advantages 
result rather to the public at large than to 
the East-India company : but the company 
are not therefore to relinquish their nights 
of sovereignty. They have also still a 
large eventual interest in its prosperity by 
the settlement of the guarantee fund, al- 
though the fatal event which deranged the 
State of Europe (the French revolution), 
has hitherto frustrated much of the benefit 
reasonably expected by us from India, To 
a period of war during twelve years, the 
consequence of the French revolution, and 
to that chiefly is to be ascribed che failure 
in the annual payment of the 500,000/. 
stipulated to government. The increased 


expences consequent on European war, 
and of expeditions undertaken in India 
against the enemies of this cguntry, ab- 
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sorbed the funds from which that payment 
was tocome. There never was, after the 
first year, such asurplus as was in contem- 
plation of the law; nor, therefore, has any 
payment been since made, nor any debt 
incurred ou account of it; but the noble 
lord (Castlereagh) has explained the whole 
of this subject so clearly, that I need say 
nothing more upon it.—The hon. gent. 
(Mr. Francis) has said, that the company 
cannot even purchase their investment 
‘without loss: that having beén habitua- 
ted to obtain it, in fact for nothing, they 
fell into habits of extrava.nce in the pro- 
vision of it, and lost sight of true com- 
mercial principles. I can assure the house, 


that since the first arrival of lord Corn- 


wallis in India, now near twenty years ago, 
the company’s investment has been pur- 
chased as carefully and economically as the 
goods of private merchants can be. I have 
something more than mere knowledge for 
this assertion. The hon. gent. who has 
brought forward this motion has affirmed, 
that the company derive no profit from 
their Indian commerce, indeed that they 
have no sich commerce; but that even 
their dividends are paid from money bor- 
rowed at a high interest in India. Sir, 
this is a monstrous proposition. I ain 
ready to prove that the company do derive 
@ profit trom their Indian commerce even 
now, when their investments from abroad 
are much reduced, and the times are un- 
‘favourable, and that the dividends of the 
company arise from commercial profits. 
The same hon. gent. has said that the com- 
pany have remitted to India to the amount 


of § millions sterling in money and goods; 


and that bills to a like amount have been 
drawn on them from India, ‘These asser- 
tions must suppose that the company re- 
ceive large supplies from India, and in 
goods too; because goods furnish the only 
mode in which such supplies can come ; 
else how could the company make such 
payments here? for their capital is not 
nearly equal to them, and is so diffused in 
their concerns as not to be annually rever- 
tible to such purposes.—<As to the export 
ef bullien to India for the purposes of 
commerce; nothing is now better under- 
stood than that bullion may-be' employed 
like any other article of merchandize, and 
may sometimes be the most advantag?ous 
export for the purchase of commodities 
abroad. So it has often been found in the 
comierce between Europe and Asia, as 
well by the ancients as in our own times ; and 
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the reason is plain: the mutual wants 
Europeans and Asiatics for the commog, 
ties of each other are not equal. Th 
Europeans demand more of the prody, 
tions of Asia, than the Asiatics will takeg 
the commodities of Europe ; of course th 
difference must be paid by the commo 
medium of bullion, But this, if it wereg 
loss to Europe in general, is no loss ty 
this country, because we receive the by} 
lion from abroad in exchange for our ow 
manufactures; and whether we send jp 
India our manufactures, or the bulligg 
paid to us by other countries to them, is 
much the same. It is true, that for som 
time a‘ter our first acquisition of I 

territory, the large surplus of revenue rep 
dered it unnecessary for the company to 
continue the exportation of specie. Ths 
again, from the diminution of our surply 
revenue and the increase of trade, ha 
altered, aud bullion is now exported by 
private merchants as well as the compa, 
upon the truest principles of trade. Th 
company have sent bullion to India for 
other purposes, and these perhaps the hop, 
gent. confounds with commercial remit 
tauces. A judicious plan was formeda 
few years ago, principally by the nob 
lord (Castlereagh) near me, for the lique 
dation of the Indian debt. The principle 
of the plan was, by an augmentation of the 
net surplus abroad and commercial profits 
at home, to raise a fund of 2 millions ar 
nually, for the reduction of the debt. The 
increased exports of goods and bullion 
from hence, which this plan required, were 
accordingly made; but all the bullion, 
soon as it reached India, was applied t 
the purposes of war, which has continued 
to defeat the effects intended from this s 
lutary plan. From the same_ unhappy 
cause the India investments, which wer 
intended to be larger, have fallen shortol 
their usual standard, and in the present 
year are greatly reduced, With respect 
to the freedom of the company in the m 
nagement of their affairs, this is a ‘delicate 
subject. The law has appointed a board 
of commissioners to superintend the com 
duct of the directors in all matters not 
commercial, The board exercises this st 
perintendance, and from the manner di 
exercising it, differences of opinion have 
not unfrequently arisen, But, in matter 
purely commercial, the court are left a 
perfect liberty, except as to the amountel 
funds to be applied in India to the purpot 
of investment. In the species of goods 
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betraded in, in their cost and quality, in 
the ships to be employed, the times of 
their dispatch, and the sale of goods, the 
company are left at perfect liberty; but 
if commercial questions arise, which, in 
the opinion of the commissioners, in- 
volve points of a political nature, they 
will interfere. Such they held to be 
the question of the private trade, agitated 
a few years ago, in which the directors 
thought themselves hardly treated.—lIu 

ints of a political and financial na- 
ture, the court have often differed with 
the board; but, having done their duty 
instating their sentiments, they have com- 
monly yielded to the authority which the 
law has placed over them. I have no ob- 
ection to an investigation into the conduct 
of the directors ; and I am a friend to so- 


ber enquiry respecting the application of 


the company’s property; but no advan- 

s can result from such exaggerated 
statements as the hon. gent. who has made 
this motion brings forward. In asserting 
the misapplication of 20 millions of the 
public money, he is totally unfounded. 
He will not be able to show the misappli- 
cation of one million, nor of a single pound. 
The debt of the company is undoubtedly a 
subject of very serious concern; but it 
has, contrary to the hon. mover’s asser- 
tion, been enhanced chiefly by the wars 
which have existed in Europe and India, 
and the military expeditions fitted out in 
the latter country by order of his majesty’s 
government, for the expence of which the 
company have been very imperfectly paid. 
The debt has rapidly increased within 
these few last years; it is now above 27 
willions, and may be near 30; notwith- 
standing which, part of the expense of the 
recent wars in India has been defrayed, as 
already noticed, by money sent from Eu- 
rope; and, unless the expences there are 
materially reduced, the exigencies of In- 
da will continue to require supplies from 
this country: if, above all, the debt goes 
on increasing, it may be attended with the 
most serious consequences to the company 
adto the country at Jarge. The com- 
pany are, however, not to blame in this, 
nor the administration at home. The late 
wars were commenced so suddenly, that 
there was not time for any instructions 
fom home. I deeply lament the state of 
our affairs abroad, and the system of po- 
licy that has brought the company’s affairs 
ito such a state ; but on this subject it is 
tot my purpose now to enlarge.—1 have 





heard something, sir, of an intention to 
move for a select committee, to enquire 
into the rise of the company’s debt. I 
conceive no’ committee can be necessary 
for any such purpose. The company’s 
accounts will clearly furnish the informa- 
tion wanted, without the labours of acom- 
mittee. ‘The gradual progress of the debt, 
and the means by which it bas been incur- 
red, can be distinctly shewn to this house ; 
and indeed the accounts annually laid be- 
fore parliament are sufficient for the pur- 
pose. [ must, moreover, deprecate the 
manner in which the hon, mover announces 
his opinions and enquiries to the house 
and to the public; a manner calculated to 
do mischief both abroad and at home; to 
excite suspicions and apprehensions in the 
public mind, which may even affect the 
credit of his majesty’s government, and 
unsettle the minds of people in India, 
who may be doubtful with what designs, 
and to what extent, such enquiries may be 
prosecuted ; because, instead of confining 
the enquiry to the subject directly avowed 
(to investigate which, if sufficient reasons 
are assigned, there can be no objection), 
the researches may be consequently car- 
ried into many other subjects, concerning 
which nothing has been before said, and 
pursued with views not beneficial to the 
public. For these reasons, I think, all 
such enquiries into India affairs, unless evi- 
dently necessary, and especially undefined 
enquiries by committees, ought to be 
avoided. 

Mr. Francis.—Sir, I did never say, that 
the mode, now established by law, for 
governing India, ought at this moment to 
be changed ; no, nor one word to that effect. 
I said nothing prospectively. The general 
opinion I alluded to, was given near 30 
years ago, and to that opinion the worthy 
chairman was then, bond fide, as mucha 
party as myself. 

Mr. Secretary Fox observed, that the 
few words of explanation which had just 
fallen from his hon. friend, rendered it 
less necessary for him to enter particularly 
upon this subject. He had understood 
him precisely as his explanation imported. 
He agreed that we were not now to revert 
to original theories; but when we were 
examining into the causes of important 
events which were extremely complicated 
in their nature, it was somewhat difficult 
to do so without, in’ some measure, ad- 
veiting to such original theories. He, how- 
ever, did n t mean to say thatany altera- 
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tion ought at present to take place in the 
general system of Indian ,overnment as 
now,.by law, established. He had occasion 
to state, at a iormer time, that there was a 
wide difference between disapproving of 
measures at their commencement, and ai- 
terwards rescinding them when they had 
been some time in practice. This he had 
said with regard to the union with Ireland, 
He had strongly disapproved of that mea- 
sure when it was proposed, because he was 
then convinced it was a bad one, and was 
still convinced that it would have been 
much better for the country if it had never 
taken place. He had also disapproved of 
the plan for the government of India, but 
what he had said with regard to the union 
with Ireland, he now said respecting this 
plan of Indian government. It was, in 
his opinion, a bad one from the beginning, 
but as it had been adopted and acted upon, 
it was not now to be lightly rescinded. In 
ninety-nine cases of this nature out of a 
hundred, it was better to put up with many 
inconveniences arising from the first adop- 
tion of a measure, than hazard worse evils 
by premature and ill-considered alterations 
and innovations. This was his opinion.— 
Now, the hon. gent. bad said something 
about a committee to investigate the rise 
and progress of the debt. ‘This was the 
first time he had heard of any such com- 
mittee, But when he said this, he begged 
leave to be considered as uot pledging him- 
self in any way upon the subject. It, how- 
ever, upon examining into the state of the 
finances of the company, there should be 
any thing which, though clear to the hon. 
gent,, might not be so clear to the house in 
general, he did not say but that in sech a 
case he might think a committee extremely 
advisable. If, on the other band, the ac- 
counts should place the matter in a plain 
and clear light, the appointment of a com- 
mittee would be an useless trouble.-—Now, 
with respect to the details of this debate, 
he, speaking on the part of the public, 
would certainly say, that it was a most 
monstrous proposition to assert that in the 
y wr 1803, the state of the company was 
highly affluent and. prosperous, To be 
sure the act’of 1793 only applied to the 
surplus.of the produce. But then it sup- 


posed that such a surplus was likely to) 


exist, otherwise it would have been per- 
fectly nugatory from the beginning. We 
were surely to conclude, that. there might 
be a surplus in such case... This certainly 
was not too much. But when we find that 
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from 1798 to 1803, a period of ten y 
no surplus had in fact existed, and 
nothing had been done on the provisioy 
of the act of parliament, such a long ex 
rience might be sufficient to convince 4 
that the affairs of the company had ng 
been in the very flourishing state in which 
they had been asserted to be. But 
must say, after the passing of this act, ang 
the long time that had elapsed, dur 
which nothing had been done upon it, thy 
the fair conclusion was, either that th 
surplus had been misapplied, or that th 
country had been most grossly deluded, 
and that, instead of being in a flourish; 
condition as had been pretended, the affain 
of the company had in fact been in a mo 
alarming situation, a situation which Ought 
to have been explained and laid open tg 
the public, instead of being carefully cop 
cealed from the public view. In his opi 
nion, the unprosperous condition of th 
company’s concerns had never been suflik 
ciently accounted for. He did not 
that he had not heard a great deal on th 
subject, but what he had heard in general, 
proceeded on false facts, and false princi 
ples. We ought to have the accounts of 
the company before us, with a view tus 
full and complete examination, not for th 
purpose of retrospective enquiry into the 
conduct of the managers of the affairs o 
India, with the intention of throwing blame 
upon any body, but for the purpose of 
warning us, the present administration, 
against the errors which others had com 
mitted. In one thing the present adm 
nistration would certainly not follow the 
example of others, and that was in holding 


‘out false and delusive hopes to the coum 


try. The hon. gent. (Mr. Grant) had 
said, and justly too, that it would be mis 
chievous to spread alarm among our friends 
and inspire confidence into our enemies, 
when no necessity for it existed. But 
without pretending to underrate the value 
of the observation, he must say, that this 
had been a common-place argument 0 
one side of the question. It might beim 
proper to excite alarm when there was n0 
necessity for it, but it was much worse 
conceal danger when it actually existed, 
and thus lead people on blindfold to theit 
destruction. It was worse in any departs 
ment of government, but more particularly 
so in the case of the East-India company. 


‘But he would put it to him, whether of 


late the error had not been commi 
much ofiener in the way of delusion, thanm™ 
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way of alarm, at least as far as regard- 

ed this subject? Now, experience would 
the wise to avoid those faults inte 
which they had found others most apt to 
fall. Certain it was, that much less was 
to be apprehended from too much jea- 
than from teo much negligence. 

No objection had been made to the 
motion of his hon. friend near him 
(Mr. Francis). He had only been request- 
" ed to postpone it upon a point of conveni- 
ence; to which he had properly agreed. 
‘Before he sat down, he could not avoid 
paying that tribute of praise to the indus- 
try, perseverance, and clear-sighted policy 
of his hon. friend, on questions relative to 
India, which they so wuch deserved. In 
his opinion, there was no one subject in 
his majesty’s dominions, whose merit, with 
yegar to the affairs of India, could be put 
in competition with that of his hon, tnend. 

Lord Morpeth observed, that there ap- 
peared to be no objection to the principle 
ofthese motions. It would be in the re- 
collection of the house, that the half mil- 
lion which the company had engaged to 
pay to the public bad only been paid in 
one instance, ‘This was a maiter of com- 
plete notoriety. He should be sorry to 
withhoid any information; but be sub- 
mitted to the hon. gent. (Mr. Paull) whe- 
ther it was necessary for him to press bis 
motions, as they related only to points 
which were universally known. 

Sir T. Metcalfe assured the house he 
would only trouble them with a very few 
words. It was extremely well known to 
every member in that house, that for many 
years past the expences of the company 
had been very much on the increase; and 
nothing could be more self-evident than 
this, that while expences were increasing, 
there could be no surplus. He only wish- 
tdou one point to shew, that during the 
time the 500,000/. had not been paid to 
the treasury, government had received ad- 
vantages which were abundantly adequate. 
He begged the house to recollect that at the 

om when the right hon. gent. at the 
of his majesty’s government, brought 

the tax of 124 per cent. on teas, 

byway of commutation for other taxes, 
RO one thought the company would 
have afterwards more to pay than that 
lax of 122 per cent. Instead of which, 
the tax on teas had since -been raised 
95 per cent. If the duty during that 
period had continued at 122 per cent. 
company would have paid somewhat 
More than 5 million, but from the pro- 





gressive rise of the duty to its present 
amount, they had paid upwards of 17 mil. 
hon, so that the treasury had received 12 
million more than they would have done, 
if the first-stipulation had been adhered to ; 
and thereby the public had derived more 
advantages than the company, ~vho have 
been also deprived of that sum towards 
the discharge of the payments alluded to. 

Mr. Alderman Prinsep said, he felt as 
much as any one the danger of alarming 
the public mind in respect to the state of 
the company’s affairs; but he had thought 
it his duty, more than once, to state to the 
house what he thought on that subject, 
when it occasionally came before them for 
their consideration. He was now of opi- 
nion, that his majesty’s ministers, who had 
lately taken upon them so great a responsie 
bility, ought, in duty to théfhselves, to 
cause such investigations to take place, as 
to satisfy themselves whether the amazing 
amount of the present debt had accrued 
from.a losing commerce, or from a great 
increase of military force and military ex- 
penditure. They ought to endeavour to 
tind out the means of reconciling the paras 
dox of a surplus and an increasing debt, a 
Hourishing state of affairs, and an exhausted 
revenue and decreasing commerce, exist~ 
ing at one and the same moment, in the 
concerns of the same company. He hoped 
some enquiry, either public or private, 
would take-place, and that speedily; for, 
as to the present system of revenues and 
resources, he saw nothing in it but delu- 
sion and deception, highly dangerous in 
their continuance. 

Mr. Johnstone observed, that he would 
not trouble the house with many remarks 
on this business; first, because the ques- 
tion was premature, since it would have 
come forward much better after the ac- 
counts had been laid on the table; and 
next, because the attention of ministers 
ought not at present to be turned away 
from affairs that required their more im- 
mediate labours. But he would say, how- 
ever, that no blame whatever attached to 
the company, as it was clear from the ac- 
counts, that their failure to pay the sum - 
agreed upon to the public, arose from the 
wars in which they had been engaged. No 
committee, he contended, was necessary, as 
every thing was detailed in the accounts 
in the clearest and minutest manner. And 
when differences arose between his hon. 
friend (Mr. Francis) and himself on the 
one side, and the noble lord (Castlereagh) 
near him on the other, the canse wat, that 








419] PARL. DEBATES, Fex.25, 1806.—Mr. Paull’s Motion for Papers, &c. [224 


the noble lord founded all his arguments 
upon estimates, while they constantly ar- 
gued from results. There were no differ- 
ences as to facts. 

Sir Hugh Inglis said, the reason why 
government had not participated in the 
promised payments was, that in 1793, when 
the charter was renewed, hopes were en- 
tertained, that the war would very soon be 
at an end; but, unfortunately, those hopes 
had been disappointed, and we had ever 
since been engaged in war, either with the 
French or the native powers, and some- 
times with both, by which the debt had 
been enormously increased, and the ex- 
pences of the war had been placed to the 
debit of the company’s accounts, with no 
other allowance than the difference be- 
tween a war and peace establishment ; 
and yet, from the account made.out since 
3793, it would appear; that the company’s 
dividends had been paid out of the profits 
of their trade. As to a select committee, 
he was certain nothing could be done by 
it that would not be better effected by 
his majesty’s ministers forming the board 
of controul. ! 

Mr. Pauil replied at some length to the 
various arguments that had been made 
against his intended motion for a select 
committee. The noble lord opposite, (said 
the hon. gent.) accuses me of reading the 
act rather hastily: to that observation I 
shall make no reply. The noble lord 
(Folkestone) who with so much honour to 
himself, and advantage to the public, has 
this night seconded and supported my mo- 
tions, has made so able a reply, and joined 
so cordially in my construction of the aet, 
that any observation on my part, would 
only weaken the arguments of that noble 
Jord ; happily, too, | am borne out by the 
opinion of the right hon, secretary (Fox), 
of which I am not a little proud. The 
noble lord has said, that the situation of 
the company in 1802-3 was flourishing, 
prosperous, and happy, and their resources 
ample, and possessed of the means of ful- 
filling their engagements made in 1793. 
The present is not the time for the proof 
of this assertion; but }hold in my hand an 
opinion not likely to be controverted, that 
of the directors themselves, which | beg 
leave to read; it is from the third report 
of the select committee, dated in the very 
year 1802, that year so triumphantly re- 
ferred to by the noble lord. In the third 
report of the select committee of the court 
of directors, after alluding to the letter of 
my lord Melville, they say, “ Mr. Dun- 





“das (we quote his own words) ‘gajy, 
Wheu I saw the Indian debt rise to aboy 
10 millions, bearing interest, and still likg 
ly toincrease, I thought it my duty tosyp 
to you the propriety of restoring to India, 
from your treasury at home, a partg 
that balance ; and this led me to state, 

‘that I was ready to meet the Indy 
debt, even at the large amount of 4 
millions. Every person conversant with 
the affairs of India, will concur with My, 
Dundas, that the safety of the empite 
depends, amongst other things, onl 
comparative magnitude of the dey, 
He was alarmed, and with reason, whey 
the amount was 10 millions; but, asa 
exertion, and with a responsibility of 
which he appears to have felt the weight 
he was ready to meet it on the 30thof 
June 1801, at the large amount of 4 
millions, However discouraging th 
prospect may be (alluding to the debtat 

* 16 millions) it is aggravated by circum 
stances which never existed before, The 
establishments are increased, the politi 
cal resources absorbed, and it is further 

‘** intended to deprive the company of 

‘* resource, essential to save it from utter 

** destruction.” It is for the noble lon 

to reconcile these contrary opinions. The 

hon. chairman (Mr. Grant) has said, that 
the trade of the company has been prof. 
table; but what trade, I ask, and | askit 
confidently ? The trade of China has bees 
most lucrative ; for there we have no ter 
ritory, no arinies, no establishments; bit 
Iam ready to meet the hon. gent, andto 
prove, that the investments from Bengal 
have been purchased with money produced 
by loans at a high rate of interest, sab 
dled with a farther commission of 10 pet 
cent. to the commercial servants ; and tha 
the. Bengal commerce during the last fiv 
years, has produced a positive loss of not 
less than 3 millions sterling in the amoml 
invested; and now the debt and interet 
remain, and must remain to the last hour 
of the charter, a debt due in India by the 
company.—The noble lord and the hon 
chairman, have maintained, that the i> 
crease of. the debt has arisen from wal 

Now, sir, primd facie, te same, in the fins 

place, is contrary to your laws, and the 

argument, unless the wars can be justified, 

a very unsatisfactory one. . But I deny the 

fact; and, if there is one part of lod 

Wellesley’s conduct more to blame thal 

another, it was the unprepared state of ot 

army, in every essential for commend} 
active onerations, when hostitivies com 
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ed. So unprepared was lord Lake 
A ing the field, that government was 
forced to means unjustifiable, oppressive, 
and unjust, to enable lord Lake to move 
ftom Cawnpore. Let the requisitions made 
on the vizier, for elephants, camels, horses, 
pullocks, waggons, and bearers to carry 
the sick and wounded of the army, decide 
the question. I deny again, that to the 
war is to be attributed the alarming state 
Of the debt ; it will be found in your sys- 
tem of finance, in the provision of your.in- 
yestments, aud inthe profuse, wasteful, 
extravagant, illegal expenditure , of the 
pudlic money by the late governor-general. 
| was anxious and eager to abstain from 
all mention of that nobleman on the pre- 
sentoccasion ; but, when causes unfounded 
infact are,to go forth to the public, I feel 
itmy duty to state the true causes of the 
increase of the debt which we so much de, 
plore, however galling they may be to the 
noble lord alluded to.—Another hon. gent. 
(Mr.,Johstone) bas stated this motion as 
premature, and advised me to stay for the 
budget. Sir, the budget has nothing to do 
with the object d have in view; it is to the 
errors of the system I object. Besides who, 
Lask, attends‘to the voluminous accounts 
yearly produced ? they are only calculated 
totire the reader, not to instruct. But, 
sir, L repeat again, the correctness of the 
accounts, and the sums total, are foreign 
tothe object of enquiry I have in view. 
The systein of finance, of commerce, of 
expence, are all faulty, all defective; and 
itis to these I wish to apply a remedy 
through the means of a select committee.— 
I would willingly comply with the sug- 
gestions of the noble lord {Morpeth), did 
nota sense of duty prevent me. The ne- 
gatives will prove the breaches of law; and 
Imust persevere in my motions, and di- 
vide the house, if they are objected to. 
Qne word more, sir, and I have done, The 
line I am pursuing is to me a troublesome 
one, and no personal advantage can pos- 
sibly result to, me from it; on the contrary, 
Ikaow I subject myself to much obloquy 
and much inconveniency. But, sir, view- 
ing the evil as I do, and perceiving that 
iia remedy is not speedily applied, an 
experiment must be tried, that may level 
with the dust the public funds of Great 
in, I shall, at all events, do what I 

l to be incumbent on me; and, should 
house neglect the wariing I have given, 
and shut their eyes to. the approaching, dan- 
§, gentlemen will lament when too late 
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their fatal credulity: Under every consi- 
deration of the subject, I must take the 
sense of the house.on the motions I have 
this night made. 

Mr. Hiley Addington wished that the 
honourable gentleman would withdraw his 
motions; because as it was. known that 
there were no such papers as he called for, 
they were mere nullities, to say no worse. 
He seriously deprecated the prominent 
disposition manifested so frequently by the 
hon, gent. who spoke last, to asperse and 
criminate the character of a noble person, 
not now present to, defend himself,—and 
this before any document to sustain his 
allegatjons, or any regular enquiry into the 
noble person’s conduct was. before the 
house. At least he was sure if the hon. 
gent. did not condescend to take the ad- 
vice he now took the liberty to offer him, 
he had sufficient experience of the candour 
and liberality of the house to be convinced 
that such allegations, thus unsupported by 
any thing but assertion, would have no 
weight in their opinion. 

Dr. Laurence said, that this was a com- 
mon mode of proving that there were no 
such papers by having a return to that 
effect. He supported the motion. of the 
hon. gent. and observed, that it now ap- 
peared the noble lord’s flattering statement 
of the abundantly prosperous state of the 
affairs of the company in 1803, was entire- 
ly founded upon a prospective supposition 
of a permanent peace; whereas, in one 
month afterwards, his majesty’s message 
was brought down to the house, announ- 
cing the explosion of a new war.—Mr. 
Paull’s motions were then put and carried. 

oO 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Thursday, February 27. 

[Witnesses’ Inpemnity Bitt.]. The 
order of the day having been read for the 
attendance of the Judges (who were all 
present), to give their answers to the three 
questions referred to them, the Ist and 2d 
of which went to enquire whether, accord- 
ing to law, a wituess could demand to 
answer a question, the answer to which 
might render him liable to an action for 
debt, or to a suit for the recovery of the 
profits of public money? and the 3d, to 
ascertain whether a witness who, on mak- 
ing a full and fair disclosure, was to be ex- 
cused from certain debts, could not be 
legally objected to, on the ground of his 
being interested? 


Lord Chief Justice Mansfeld delivered 
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the opinion of the Judges, which, with 
respect to the first two questions, would, 
he said he feared, leave their lordships in 
nearly the same state of doubt in which 
they were before, although his learned bre- 
thren and himself had devoted as much 
attention to their consideration as the 
time allotted for the purpose would allew. 
The Judges were, however, upon those 
two questions, which they considered to 
be resolved into one, divided in opinion. 
Those who were of opinion that a witness 
im such a case could not demur, might 
be prepared to give a decisive answer to 
that effect, but with respect to those who 
were of a contrary opinion, that opinion 
was qualified by a great number of excep- 
tions, which it was not their province to 
descant upon under the general terms of 
the questions, and which, indeed, it would 
be scarcely possible for them, under a ge- 
neral question, to give a decided opinion 
upon.—With respect to the 3d question, 
they were unanimously of opinion, that a 
witness in the situation described, could 
not be repelled on the grownd of being 
interested, as whatever was offered, on 
condition of his making a full and fair dise 
closure, could legally make no difference 
with respect to his evidence, he being 
bound by his oath, by law, morality, and 
honour, to declare the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. 

Lord Auckland expressed his disappoint- 
ment at the opinion which he had just heard 
from the learned Judges, which he had ex- 
pected would have been decisive one way 
way or the other. In order, however, to 
obtain an answer, which might perhaps be 
all that would be necessary, with reference 
to the bill, he begged leave to propose ano- 
ther question, whether, according to law, 
any officer or agent employed under any 
officer entrusted with the application of the 
public money, could demur to answer to 
any question reJative to the matter in 
issue, the answer to which might render him 
liable to any suit respecting the application 
of such money? This question, however, 
he was very willing to withdraw, if any 
other noble lord suggested a better mode 
of attaining the same object. 

It being suggested by the clerk that the 
‘answers of the Judges should be delivered 
in writing, they were accordingly deliver- 
ed. The answer to the third question was 
similar to that given verbally by lord chief 
justice Mansfield. The answer to the other 


Ling, that it had been the uniform practit 







































general in their nature, that the Judy 
could not give a satisfactory answer, — 
Lord Eldon said, it would be in thet, 
collection of their lordships that he had 
on a former occasion expressed his do 
whether they would derive much precig 
information from the opinion of the Judg 
upon such general questions. The gr 
difficulty in his mind, with respect to fray 
ing more specific questions was, that the 
could not do so without going into thy 
merits of the case which was to cometh, 
fore them by impeachment, and 
which they ought to preserve their ming 
clear from all previous opinions upon thy 
subject, until they came before them j 
gularly in evidence. % 
Lord Holland objected to the nok 
lord (Auckland’s) question, on the grougj 
of its being too particular, and protestel 
against the admission of the Judges’ a 
swer, because it recognized a principk 
which he contended was unparliame 
viz. that questions referred to the Judy 
should be of a particular and not of ag 
neral nature. He was decidedly of a com 
trary opinion, and had no hesitation ins 





of parliament before the trial of Mr. Hat 
ings, and that it was essential to the pie 
servation of the independence and dignity 
of their lordships’ house, the highest jud- 
cature of the kingdom, to refer no que 
tions to the Judges of a particular natur, 
but to consult them on the general point 
of law.—All questions that it could & 
come the house to refer to the learned 
Judges, were in his opinion reducible 
these three heads. Ist, a question of pur 
abstract law, illustrated by an A. andB 
case. 2dly, a question on the practiced 
the courts below. 3dly, a question on te 
construction of a particular act of parle 
ment.—If, therefore, this was sound cot 
stitutional doctrine, and the Judges wer 
permitted to decline answering questions 
because they were general, it would ft 
low, either that the house must depat 
from the principles of their ancestors ail 
the wholesome constitutional maxim d 
‘confining their questions to general poll 
or the attendance of Judges would becom 
nugatory and useless.—The reason of tit 
principle laid down, was obvious. Ifery 
particular case was referred to the Judge 
we should not be consulting them fort 
purpose of gaining information upon wil 
we might form our own opinions, but 
should be asking them advice upon 08 





two questions stated, that they were so 
5 
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own conduct, and consulting them how to 

wlate it according to law. Were that 
the practice alopted, and they were re- 
quired to give opinions on the case, and 
pot simply consulted on the general points 
of law, there could be no reason stated why 
the whole body of evidence on a trial, or 
ay other proceeding, might not be referred 
tothe Judges, and they required to advise 
the house what verdict to give. Sucha 
doctrine and such a practice would be 
derogatory to the dignity of the house; 
subversive of the law and usage of parlia- 
ment; and a virtual surrender of the inde- 
pendence and dignity of the highest judi- 
wlure in the country, to the practice and 
files of the inferior courts. He was 
therefore convinced that the learned Judges 
attended on the woolsacks, to furnish their 
lordships with such information as they 
might feel necessary towards regulating 
their conduct, but not for the purpose of 
being consulted as to what that conduct 
thould be: and being convinced that the 
recognition of the impropriety of general 
questions being put to them, would be an 
acknowledgement that the object of their 
attendance was for the latter and not the 
former purpose, and that such acknow- 
ledgement would be pregnant with serious 
evils to the law and usage of parliament, 
he felt bound to protest to the admission 
of the answer given in in writing by the 
Judges, 

Earl Stanhope said, bis noble friend had 
mistaken the practice of parliament, with 
respect to the questions referred to the 
Judges, If his noble friend had, like him- 
elf, endured the misery of attending for 
sik years, during the trial of Warren 
Hastings, he would have known that it 

been constantly the practice to refer 
questions to the Judges, upou specific 
points, and individual cases. He could 
wot, at the same time, agree with his 
woble friend, as to the general propriety of 
requiring an answer from the. learned 
Judges, to a question, respecting an ab- 
stract point of law. Such a question might 
involve both negative and positive rela- 
tions, and how was it possible for the 
learned Judges to give a general answer, 
of yes or no, to a question, which they 
could not, indeed, answer, without ma- 
king a thousand, or, perhaps, ten thousand, 
exceptions to the general rule laid down? 
With respect to the bill itself, he was of 
opinion, that there should not be a dif- 

feat law for A. to what there was for B.; 

Vou, VI, 
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and he had an idea, if it was not carried 
into effect by any other person, of propo- 
sing a general law upon the subject, con- 
tained in a short bill, according to which, 
the evidence given by any person respect- 
ing any matter in issue, should not be afters 
wards made use of in any way against him. 

The Lord Chancellor (Erskme),; after 
briefly stating the circumstances whiclt 
gave rise, on a former occasion, to putting 
these questions to the Judges, observed, 
that it was clear, from the statement of 
the learned chief Justice, that the learn- 
ad Judges had not really declined to 
answer the question, on account of its 
being of too general a nature, but that 
they had differed in opinion with respect 
to the subject matter which that question 
involved, and, therefore, they could not 
return a general answer, either one way or 
the other. He looked up with reverence 
and respect to the opinion of the Judges ; 
he wished to have their opinion upon suclf 
a question ; the house had a right to call 
for their opinion. The variance between 
the verbal statement of the learned chicf 
Justice, and the answer delivered in at the 
table, was obvious to the house; it was 
also clear that the difference of opinion 
amongst the learned Judges was, not as to 
the form of the question put to them, but 
upon the merits of the question itself, 
Under ibese circumstances, therefore, he 
thought that the house was entitled to 
call for an opinion from the Judges, and, 
as they could not agree, that they should 
deliver their opinions seriatim. He, at the 
same time, wished to pay the highest des 
ference to the opinion, upon this subject, 
of his noble and learned friend (lord Eldon), 

Lord Grenville perfectly concurred in 
what had fallen from the noble and learned 
lord on the woolsack. He wished to pay 
every respect to the learned Judges, but 
their lordships were entitled to an opinion 
upon the questions referred to that learned 
body ; and, however painful or unpleasant 
the task, they must do. their duty.. He 
concurred in the propriety of hearing the 
Judges seriatim. 

Lord Hawkesbury also agreed that the 
Judges should be heard seriatim; the only 
question appeared to him to be as to 
the mode of getting rid of the answer to 
the first two questions which had been 
delivered at the table. It occurred to him 
that the best inode of doing this, would 
be to consider that answer as not having 
been delivered, and that it should by-an- 


Q 
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derstood that the learned Judges were to 
deliver their opinion upon the question, 
as if no such answer had been given. With 
respect to what hai fallen from his noble 
friend (lord Holland) as to the proceed- 
ings of the house being controlled by the 
opinion of the Judges upon specific points, 
that opinion was not sanctioned by pre- 
cedents, one of which occurred to him at 
the moment—the case of Dr. Sacheverell, 
in which the house acted in direct opposi- 
tion to the unanimous opinion of the 
Judges. As to the idea started by the 
noble earl (Stanhope) of a general law to 
prevent the evidence of wituesses from 
being used against themselves, he thought 
it would not have the efiect which the 
noble earl proposed, as, if the witnesses 
were compelled to disclose facts, that dis- 
closure might afford a clue for proving 
those facts against them. 

Lord Auckland withdrew bis motion. 

The Earl of Radzor thought the Judges 
ought to be called upon tu deliver their 
opinions seriatim, 

Lord Eldon said, he felt it incumbent 
upon him to state, that he gave too posi- 
tive an opinion upon the point involved in 
the bill. He had said, that there was no 
doubt that a witness had no right to demur 
to a question, the answer to which might 
involve him in a civil suit; that opinion he 
must now retract, as he found there were 
doubts upon the subject amongst persons 
of high legal authority. He concurred in 
epinion that the Judges should Le heard 
seriutim, and therefore mioved that the 
Judges, having given a decided opiuion in 
the negative as to the third question re- 
ferred to them; and it having been stated 
that they differed in opinion as to the 
other two questions; that they should be 
heard seriatim upon those questions, and 
that they should attend to-morrow for the 
purpose of delivering their opinions.—This 


motion was agreed to, and on the motion of 
Jerd Holland the further consideration of 


the bill was postponed till Tuesday, for 
which day the lords were ordered to be 
summoned. 
: Raa 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, February 27. 
{Minures.] A message was brought 
from the lords, stating that their lordsiips 
nad agreed to the five millions exchequer 
bills bill without any amendment. — 
Dr. Duigenan brought in the Irish first 
fruits bill, which was read a first time,—- 
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‘Ir. Francis moved for, extracts of a 
letters or accouuts received from the oT. 
sidency of Bombay, relative to the sumg 
31,25944 Bombay rupees, inserted in the 
account of their disbursements, from the 
year ending the 30th April 1803, and gaig 
to be monry lent to the Guicowar, Loy 
Morpeth stating that there was no Objeg. 
tion to the motion, the same was agreg 
to.~-On the motion of lord H. Petty it 
was ordered, that there be laid before th 
house, an account of any offices in Treland, 
that may have been granted to two or mor 
persons, for their concurrent lives, wif 
benefit of survivorship.—On the motiongl 
lord H. Petty, it was ordered, that then 
be laid before the house an account of al 
the duties retained and not drawn back, gj 
the exports of foreign and colonial goods, 
from Great Britain to Ireland, during the 
years 18Q], 1802, 1803, 1804, 1805, ang 
to the Oth of January 1806. As likewiy 
a similar account of duties on similar eg. 
ports, from Ireland to Great Britain, dow 
to Sth January 1806.—The secretary a 
war moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
extending the liberty of enlisting foreig 
soldiers into the service of this country, 
and for indenmifying those by whom th 
eulisunents had been made. The right 
hou. gent. stated the fact of an excess to 
the exteut of 3,000 men, beyond the pre 
visions of the former act, having lately 
tuken place in recruiting the Germanl 
gion, while in Hanover; and. that it was 
deemed expedient that no time should by 
iost in acquainting parliament of this cr 
cumstance, and asking indenanity, Lea 
was accordingly given to bring in the bill 
— Sir P. Stephens brought in the marin 
mutiny bill, which was read a first time 
and ordered to be read a second time te 
morrow.—On the motion of lord Morpeth, 
a Variety of papers, comprising the detail 
of the revenue and expenditure of the dit 
ierent presidencies of India, were ordered 
to ke laid on the table, preparatory to the 
bringing forward of the India budget.—Oa 
the motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, the Insh 
lands partition bill went through a com 
mittee.--On the motion of lord Temple, 
the house went into a committee on the 
Greenland whale fishery acts. After som 
conversatiou between Mr. Lee, lord Tem 
ple, and Mr, Vansittart, a resolution wi 
agreed to, that leave be given tov 
engaged in the Greenland whale fishery, 
complete their number of men at certaia 
ports for the present season,——On the me 
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tion of Mr. Vansittart, it was ordered, that 
there be aid before the house an account 
or estimate of all duties of customs and ex- 
cise in Great Britain charged and outstand- 
ing on the 5th of Jan. 1805, and on the 
sth of Jan. 1806, respectively, distinguish- 
ing’ the several articles, and temporary from 
rmanent duties. 

Arratrs OF Inpta.] Lord’ Folkestone 
said, that though there had been some dif!- 
ference of opinion as to the propriety of 
investigations into the expenditure of the 
movies of the company, he presumed to 
think there could be no objecticn to the 
motion he had now to make, which was, 
“That there be laid befcre this house, a 
list of all pensions payable by the Kast- 
India company, and a return of all sums ot 
money granted, by way of gratuity, by the 
court of directors to individuals, from the 
year 1793 up to the present time: speci- 
fying the services and considerations for 
which’ such pensions and surus of money 
have been given and granted respectively.” 

The Speaker intimated, that if any hesi- 
tition appeared in the house to accede to 


this motion, the noble lord had beiter con-} 


tent himself, in conformity with what he 
(the speaker) conceived to be a rule esta- 


blished in the house, with giving not'ce of 


his motion for a future day. 

Lord Folkestone declared himself hostile 
to the practice, or to the establishment of 
any such rule. Particularly in such a case 
asthe present; where no possible objection 
gould be made to the motion, he by no 
means conceived himself bound to give no- 
tice of it. If, however, the house should 
determine to establish such a rule, he 
trusted that its operation would not be 
partial, but that it would be rigidly ad- 
hered to in every instance. 

The Speaker trusted that the house would 
do him the justice to believe, that he was 
influenced by no motive in the remark that 
hebad made, but the wish to uphold their 
received practice. Since he had enjoyed 
the honour of sitting in that chair, it had 
certainly been the received practice, not 
to entertain any motion of a public nature, 
without a previous notice, except, indeed, 
the annual accounts, &c. which were mere 
matters of course. The reason of this 
Usage was evidently to prevent the house 

om being under the disagreeable necessity 
ofrescinding on one day what they had 
agreed to in the day preceding, in ‘the ab- 
sence perhaps of those men:‘ers who were 
Wmpetent to judge of the propriety of the 
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question. If however, the house thought 
proper that this practice should be aban- 
‘doned, it was for them to express their 
pleasure. 

Lord Folkestone repeated his objections 
to the practice of giving notices. It would 
be better to get rid of any obnoxious mo- 
tion, by calling for the previous question. 

Mr. Freencis, as an old member of the 
house, felt himself entitled to express his 
opinion on this subject. During the two 
first parlfaments in which he had held a 
seat, no such practice was resorted to, ex- 
cept on very particular oscasions. The 
present motion was not one of those which 
appeared to him to require previous notice. 
it was not a political question; it was a 
question, the propriety of which could not 
admit of debate, as it merely related to the 
public expenditure, information concern 
ing which, the house, as guardians of the 
public purse, must ever be solicitous to 
obtain. 

Mr. Perceval spoke in favour of the pre- 
vailing practice, and thought no member 
could object to give notice, unless he 
had a disposition to take the house by 
surprise. ‘There might be times, he obser- 
ved, when, perhaps, there might be only 
one member of that house capable of jud- 
ging of the propriety or impropriety of pro- 
ducing papers. That member might be 
absent on one particular day; but if a no- 
tice were given, be would, of course, feel 
it is duty to attend to it. 

General Tarleton thought, that, in the 
present instance, there was one good and 
sufficient ground for requiring a notice, as 
there happened to be no more than one 
India director then present in his place. 

Mr. Secretary or said, he considered 
j the practice of giving notice on ordinary 
| occasions, as an abuse which was so long 
| sufiered to prevail, that it was not at pre- 
sent easy to get rid of it immediately. In 
the present instance, however, he saw no 
occasion whatever for a notice, as he did 
not understand that there would be any 
objection to the motion. If any member 
of the court of directors stated any rea-~ 
son why he might wish for delay, be made 
no doubt but the noble lord would wil+ 
lingly consent toit. The practice now at- 
tempted to be enforced, he could only cons 
sider as a general instance of relaxation of 
duty, and was not to be found in the ori- 
ginal constitution of parliament. In a con- 
stitutional view, every member was suf- 
posed to be bound to attend upon all 
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questions relating to the supplies, the ways 
and means, and every expenditure of the 
public money. Whatever modes might 
datterly have prevailed, he confessed, that 
he liked the old practice better, which was 
to attend to all subjects of grievance ; and 
he was convinced that the custom of gi- 
ving notice on such occasions was not 
founded on the principles of the rights of 
parliament. 

Mr. P. Moore thought a notice to be un- 
necessary, at least if no objection were 
stated to the motion. 

Lord Folkestone explained, that he wish- 
ed some general rule to be at once adopted, 
in this respect, to regulate the proceedings 
of the house, It was in the power of auy 
gentleman, who felt any difticalty or ob- 
jection to his proposition, to move an ad- 
jourument of the debate, which he shouJd 
not object tc, if any sufficient reason were 
given for it. 

Mr, Lee was of opinion, that this ques- 
tion should at once be decided, one way or 
other. The right hon. secretary (Mr. Fox) 
appeared to him rather to incliue to a no- 
tice being given in the present instance, 
conformably to practice. What he wished 
to suggest was, that it should be made a 
part of the law of parliament, for every 
member to desist from pressing a motion 
without notice, if it should be objected to; 
for if no precise rule were suflered to ob- 
tain, there might be no end to such desul- 
tory debates. ‘The motion was then put 
and carried. 

{[Votunvreers.] Mr. IVhitbread rose to 
submit his promised motion, for a return 
of the eflective volunteer force, to which 
as no opposition had been manifested when 
he gaye. his notice, he trusted none would 
now be made, There was ao subject on 
which it behoyed the house and the coun- 
try to be more completely informed than 
the present. They had been buoyed up 
with the most magnificent descriptions of 
the state of the voluntary defence, and it 
was now highly expedient to ascertain the 
actual fact, At such a crisis as the present, 
this was particularly indispensible, It was 
of the utmost importance, previous to the 
suins being voted for the clothing and ex- 
pences of a considerable portion of the 
wolunteer establishment, that the house 
should know what number of men were 
likely to take the field in case of emergency, 
He was sure that his hon, friends, who 
were near him, would give this subject all 
the attention that its great importance dex 
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manded. Were it not for this CONViCtion, 
he should consider it his duty himself to 
found a motion on the papers, for which 
he should on that evening move. As jt 
was, however, be should leave it with per. 
fect confidence in their hands. One. ad. 
ditional remark he would make, whieh 
was, that not only the number of effectiye 
men should be clearly ascertained, byt 
that the rank of the officers should likewise 
be considered and arranged. He was hip. 
selfin the command of & volunteer Corps, 
and he was solicitous that neither he, nor 
any other oflicer in a similar situation, 
should be circumstanced in that particular 
in the way in which he now was, He 
would say no’ more on the subject a 
present, but rest satisfied with moving, 
*¢ that there be laid before the house, ay 
account of the returns of the different voy 
lunteer corps of cavalry, infantry, and ate 
tillery, in that part of the united kingdom, 
called Great Britain ; describing the eflee 
tive strength of each corps, together with 
their state of discipline, and fitness for 
service, as reported by the general oflicers 
and inspecting field officers of the diflerent 
districts throughout the kingdom, in their 
last returns; and also the names of the 
officers by whom such returns have been 
signed.” 

General Tarleton was very happy to give 
his support to the motion. ‘The volun 
teers and the public at large were anxious 
to know, whether or not any new mes 
sure of defence was to be adopted. It was 
now. near March, a period at whicha 
campaign usually commenced, and this 
circumstance, added to the dangers with 
which the country was threatened, pointed 
out the necessity of expediting as much a 
possible any military plans that might be 
in contemplation. —The motjou was then 
agreed to, 

[Eart Sr. Vixcent.] Lord Heny 
Petty, previous to moving for a committee 
on his majesty’s message relative to eatl 
St, Vincent, acquainted the house, that he 
had his majesty’s commands to recommend 
to them that the annuity now limited to 
the two heirs male of the noble earl, should 
be extended to the two next heirs of the 
peerage in succession. It was his duty 
add, that when the pension was first grail 
ed it was so continued, but it had happened 
that in proceeding through the house tt 


thecame limited. He thought it right, dit 


tinctly to state this, to shew that it was 10 
new fayour granted to earl St, Vinceth 
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although he had no doubt if it were so, 
that the undiminished zeal with which at 
his advanced period of life, the noble earl 
was sacrificing his ease, and devoting him- 
self to the service of his country, would 
induce the house cheerfully to accord with 
such a proposition. ; 

Mr. Rose corroborated the statement of 
the noble lord, that it certainly was in- 
tended when the grant was first conferred 
on earl St. Vincent, that it should devolve 
to the two next heirs of the peerage in suc- 
cession. He felt it2 duty which he owed 
that noble earl to declare, that when the 
subject of extending it was first mentioned 
tohim, he had said that he felt himself 
sufficiently rewarded, and requested, that if 
any thing farther were in contemplation, it 
might be done without his interposition. — 
His majesty’s recommendation, as just com- 
municated by the noble lord, having been 
ordered to be referred to the same com- 
mittee, the house resolved itself into a com- 
mittee on his majesty’s message respecting 
earl St. Vincent; when a resolution was 
agreed to, in conformity with the said mes- 
sage; and the house having been' resumed, 
the report was ordered to be received to- 
morrow. 


[TREASURER OF THE Orpwance.]] 


Lord Henry Petty rose to move for leave 
to bring in a bill for the better regulation 
of the office of treasurer of his majesty’s 
ordnance. The principal object which he 
proposed by this bill, was to afford the 
public that security for the due adminis- 
tration of their money, to which they were 
entitled, by making it a legislative provi- 
sion that all balances remaining in the 
hands of the treasurer should be deposited 
inthe bank of England. It was true that 
there existed an order given by the hoard 
of ordnance to that effect ; but it was de- 
sirable that the public should have better 
security than the mere act of any board, 
that the money which had been voted for 
particular purposes should be appropriated 
to those purposes, and to no others. As 
he was on the subject, he would take this 
opportunity of giving notice, that it was 
his intention to move for leave to bring in 
bills for enforcing similar regulations, and 
carrying into effect a similar principle, in 
pe emt office, excise office, custom house, 

C, 

Mr. Long, after bearing testimony to the 
Measures which lord Chatham, whilst in 
gflice, wasypursuing to the same effect, ex- 


Pressed his satisfaction at finding that the 
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same regulations were meant to be extend- 
ed to all the public offices. He thought, 
however, that in the course of this arrange- 
ment, if the money accruing were, in all 
cases, to be deposited in the bank of Eng- 
land, it may be a proper consideration, 
whether there should not be increase of 
salary to the officers who heretofore had 
the benefit of holding sums of money for 
some time in their hands.— Leave was 
then given to bring in the bill. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
* Friday, February 28. 

{Minutes.] Lord viscount Anson was 
introduced with the accustomed formalities, 
sworn, and took his seat. His lordship’s 
supporters were, viscounts Newark and 
Curzon.—The earl of Lauderdale, a Scots 
Peer, was also introduced, in full form, 
sworn, and took his seat, as baron Lauder- 
dale, a peer of the united kingdom. His 
lordship’s supporters were, lords Holland 
and Walsingham.—The earl of Donough. 
more, one of the Irish representative peers, 
was sworn and took his seat.—The royal 
assent was given, by commission, to the 
five millions exchequer bills bill, lady Nel- 
son’s, and to sir R, Strachan’s annuity bill. 

[Wirnesses’ Inpemnity Brtt—Opi- 
NION OF THE JuDGES.] Pursuant to an 
order of the house, the learned Judges 
again attended this day, for the purpose of 
delivering their opinions seriatim on the 
questions arising out of the discussion on 
this bill, and which had been previously 
referred to them; the principle of these, 
and on which a difference of opinion 
among the law lords was last night stated 
to obtain, was, in effect, whether a witness, 
according to law, was bound to answer 
questions relative to the matter in issue, 
the answers to which do not tend to accuse 
himself, but may establish, or tend to es- 
tablish, that he owes a debt recoverable 
by a civil suit? 

Mr. Baron Sutton as the junior judge, 
first rose to deliver his opinion, The 
learned baron, in the course of his argu- 
ment, referred to a variety of legal consi- 
derations, cases, and decisions; on his 
view of which he grounded his opinions, 
These, considering the point as a general 
rule of law, liable, however, to various and 
numerous exceptions, dependent on cir- 
cumstances, &c. were, that such witness 
was bound to answer. In the course of 
his illustrations he referred to a case, 
which he seemed to put hypothetically, vig, 

} 
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that of a prisoner on trial for his life, on a 
charge of forgery, and a most important 
witness to be brought forward to answer 
the question, whether such name or signa- 
ture were his hand-writing or not? would 
it, in such a case, be allowed to him to obe 
ject, on the grouud, that the answer might 
render him liable to a civil debt ? 

Mr. Baron Graham, after stating the 
difficulties in which the question was in- 
volved, declared that, in his opinion, the 
general rule of law was, that a witness was 
bound to answer every question touching 
the issue to be tried, with the exception 
only of such questions as would expose 
him to a criminal prosecution, or to a pe- 
nalty or forfeiture. In the courts of equity 
it.was the daily practice to force parties to 
answer the matters alleged against them, 
whatever pecuniary loss such answers 
might subject them to. The justice and 
the reason of this rule applied equally to 
the courts of law, although it was not the 
custom tiere to examine the parties, as it 
was in chancery, where their customs were 
derived from the civil, instead of the com- 
mon law. Although, in the courts of law, 
a party could not be made a witness, yet 
those persons, who were brought forward 
as witnesses, were equally bound to declare 
the whole truth, as the parties would be in 
acourt of equity. Ifit were not so, the 
most monstrous obstructions would be 
thrown in the way of justice; those per- 
sons who were the best qualified to give 
important evidence, might generally shel- 
ter the:nselves under that plea. It was, 
however, every day seen, that pawn-brokers 
were brought in evidence upon the prose- 
cution of thieves, and stable-keepers on 
the trials of horse-stealers ; and in neither 
of these cases, would it be permitted, for 
the pawn-broker, or the stable-keeper, to 
refuse giving testimeny, on the ground of 
their answers obliging them to restore 
thosé things which they had so improperly 
received. If this were the law, whatever 
inconveniences might result from it, wit- 
nesses would perpetually claim this pri- 
vilege, either from fear, or through favour. 
The point had not as yet been settled by 
any solemn decision, after a full argument ; 
but, from all the lights that he could de- 
rive, and from the.monstrous inconve- 
mnience that would result from the con- 
traty supposition, he declared his opinion, 
as to the first question, that a witness is 
bound to answer all'such answers as do not 
~ expose him, either to criminal prosecution, 
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penalty or forfeiture ; and as to the secon 
question, that the same rule applies to the 
witnesses on atrial, or a suit, where his 
majesty is either plaintiff or prosecutor, 
Mr, Justice Chambre was of the same opi. 
nion, In the courts of equity, vot only a per. 
son might be compelled to answer questiogs 
which would severely affect their pecuniary 
interests, but bills of discovery were filed, 
for the express purpose of obtaining an 
answer upon oath, which answer might de 
read as evidence in the courts of law. The 
rule had been laid down by lord Mansfield, 
which had been generally considered gg 
the true one, that in all cases where a wit. 
ness could be forced to answer by a court 
of equity, in order that his answer might 
be read as evidence ina court of law, in 
all such cases, a court of law should com 
pel him to answer at the trial. _ The only 
cases where a party could refuse to answer 
ina court ofsequity, were, when such an. 
swer would expose him to either criminal 
prosecution or to penalty or forfeiture, 
This was what he conceived the rule also 
at common law, and that it most unque- 
tionably ought to be the rule, for he 
thought there could be no reason assigned 
why a man should conceive himself privi. 
leged to conceal the truth, or to refuse to 
do justice between A. and B. on the 
ground that if he did so, C. might have an 
action against him; which would be to say 
in other words, ‘ the public must not call 
upon me to give evidence, or do justice bee 
tween A, and B. because such evidence 
might prevent me from acting unjustly by 
C. or D. to whom I should wish to act un. 
justly, and from whom I should wish to 
withhold a just debt.” As to the autho- 
rities upon the point, there were on one 
side @ great variety of opinions, expressed 
at Wisi Prias, and on the other, the rule 
so laid down by lord Mansfield, and which 
he now considered to be the law with re 
spect to evidence. ‘There had been also 
a case in the court of exchequer, where an 
attachment was ordered against a witness, 
for refusing to answer on these grounds. 
When hé considered the practice of the 
courts of equity, and the manner in which 
this practice had been adopted in the 
courts of law, and also when he considered 
the great obstruction which would be 
thrown in the way of justice, if the contrary 
practice shonld prevail, he should give his. 
decided opinion, that a witness was bound 
to answer questions, which did Mot expose 
him to eriminal prosecution, penalty, 0 
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forfeiture, even although his pecuniary in- 
terests might suffer by such answer. 

Mr. Justice Le Blanc agreed most de- 
cidedly with the opinions which had been 
delivered by the judges who preceded him. 
He considered that it would be subversive 
of justice, and a thing not to be endured, 
if agents, brokers, or persons who managed 
insurances, were to decline being examined 
onthe ground of their being themselves 
made liable to a civil action. Although 
he professed the highest respect for the 
authority of those judges who held the rule 
to be the other way, yet it must be recol- 
lected that the point had never been seri- 
ously argued before, or probably those great 
and learned judges might have altered their 
opinions. He had always held that wit- 
nesses could be compelled to answer ques- 
tions, even although their answers might 
expose them to civil actions, and the more 
he considered the practice of the courts, 
and the reason on which it Was founded, 
the more he was confirmed in that opinion, 
He, therefore, agreed with his learned 
brethren in the answers they had given to 
the questions that had been submitted to 
their opinion. 


Mr. Justice Grose differed in opinion. 


from the learned Judges who had preceded 
him. He conceived, that, by the mild 
laws of this coustry, no man was bound to 
criminate himself, or to give evidence 
against his own pecuniary interest, and 
perhaps to his utter ruin. It was allowed, 
that neither in a court of equity, or at 
law, was a man bound to answer what 
might expose him to a penalty or fortei- 
ture. He could not see the reason why a 
man should be excused from answering 
questions which might expose him to the 
penalty of five pounds for killing a hare, 
and yet should be obliged to answer ques- 
tions which might expose him to ten thou- 
sand pounds in damages, or to lie in jail 
all his life, if he shoukd be unable to pay 
those damages. This difference, it ap- 
peared, was more grounded upon practice 
than upon any principle. The practice, 
however, of the courts of equity differed 
most materially from that of the courts of 
lav, In the courts of equity, although the 
parties were liable to be compelled to an- 
swer upon oath, yet they had time for due 
deliberation and legal advice, and besides 
the answers could not afterwards be mis- 
represented. It was very different, how- 
ever, in@@ourt of law, when a question 
tepidly put by an ingenious lawyer, and 
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answered without consideration, might ex- 
pose the witness to ruin. If this answer 
could be given against him as evidence in 
another trial, it would be given in without 
the witness having any opportunity to ex- 
plain his answer. There were many other . 
differences between the rules of evidence 
in the court of equity, and those of com- 
mon law. In the former, an infant could 
not be compelled to answer, in the latter 
he could. He did not consider that the 
principle laid down by lord Mansfield was 
entitled to more weight, than the opinions 
of so many great and eminent Judges, who 
had determined-the other way. His opi- 
nion was, therefore, contrary to the opi- 
nion expressed by his brother judges. 

Mr. Justice Lawrence said, that he had 
always, until tHis question was agitated, 
considered that the rule of law was, that a 
witness was excused from answering such 
questions as involved his pecuniary inte- 
rest, and, so thinking, he had concurred 
with other Judges in refusing a new trial 
moved for on that yery ground. The fact 
was that, till the present question was 
started, there had been no solemn argu- 
ment upon the subject, and he had never 
turned his mind particularly to it; but up- 
on the present occasion, having felt it his 
duty to consider the subject with the ut- 
most attention he could give to it, he had 
changed his opinion as to the rule of law, 
and was now inclined to consider that it 
was different from what he had formerly 
supposed. Whichever way the general 
rule Jay, that rule had many- excep- 
tions;” and, although he could see many 
inconveniences resulting from the affirma- 
tive, as well as from the negative of the 
question which had been put to the Judges, 
yet he thought the mischiefs resulting from 
the negative of it considerably predomi- 
nated. He therefore now considered, that 
the general rule of law was, that a witness 
was bound to answer questions, although 
he might become liable to a civil action ia 
consequence vf his answers. 

Mr, Justice Rooke coincided with. his 
learned brother (Mr. Justice Grose)-in his 
opinion, that a witness was not bound to 
answer questions which might materially 
affect his pecuniary interest. He did not 
apprehend such evil consequences from 
this rule, as those who held.an. opinion 
contrary to his. Prosecutors and plaintiffs 
seldom came into court so badly provided 
with testimony, as to rely entirely on 
what they were to pisk up by cross-¢xamia 
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nation from an unwilling witness. Neither 
did he think that they would decline an- 
swering on a pretence of their pecuniary 
interest being endangered, if, upon exa- 
mination, it appeared that their interest 
was very minute. He thought a much 
greater danger would result from allowing 
a hasty answer, unexplained, and perhaps 
incorrectly taken down, to be read as con- 
clusive evidence at a trial. There was a 
case determined against this doctrine, but 
he thought it was an extreme hard case. 
It was that of lord Keith, who, by an an- 
swer he gave in an insurance cause, where 
he was called as a witness, subjected him- 
self to an action, in which 10,000/. da- 
mages were given against him. No court 
of equity could have compelled him to 
state every irregularity he might have com- 
mitted when commander in chief of a fleet, 
and yet a hasty answer at Nisi Prius was 
given as eviaence against him. He consi- 
dered that evils of this kind were worse 
than would follow from the rule being the 
other way. As to the courts of equity, 
whatever analogies might be drawn, he 
did not consider that judges of the com- 
mon law were bound to go into the court of 
chancery to find out what rules of evidence 
were received there. In the whole of his 
practice at the bar, and of his experience 
on the bench, he considered that witnesses 
might object to being examined on matters 
that would expose them to civil actions. 
He thought that no third person had a right 
to extort from a witness what debts he 
owed, what slanders he might have spoken, 
or what trespasses he might have commit- 
ted, which would expose him to actions. 
If that were the rule, it would change the 
whole practice of the law, ‘as dishonest 
practitioners would bririg actions against 
ohe person, merely to extort evidence 
against another. He, therefore, was of 
opinion, that a witness was not bound to 
answer questions which would prejudice 
iis pecuniary interests, and expose him to 
civil actions.—After Mr. Justice Rooke 
had finished, the further hearing of the 
Judges was postponed till to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, February 28. 
[Minutes.] A message from the lords 
f#equested the attendance of the house at 
their lordships’ bar, where the royal assent 
was given by commission to the exchequer 
bills act, lady Nelson’s and sir R. Strachan’s 


atiauity act—Lord Temple brought in 7 
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bill for enabling the vessels employed jj 
the Greenland whale fishery to complete 
their crews; which was read a first tj 
and ordered to be read a second time gy 
Monday.—The secretary at war brought 
in a bill to enable his majesty to employ 4 
greater number of foreign troops. Readq 
first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Monday.—A petition of the pre, 
sident and members of the board of agrigih 
ture was presented to the house, and regs 
setting forth, ‘ that his majesty havin 
been pleased, in consequence of an addrey 
from this house, to constitute, by lettey 
patent under the ‘great seal, a Board ¢ 
Agriculture, for promoting the internal 
improvement of the country, the petition 
ers have the satisfaction to acquaint the 
house, that the important purposes intend 
ed by that institution are carrying on, and 
are likely to be attended with beneficial eft 
fects to the public; and therefore praying, 
that they may be supported by a grant for 
the present year to such.an amount as to 
the house shall seem meet.” Ordered to 
lie on the table—A petition of the com, 
|mittee of the company of merchants tra. 
ding to Africa, was presented to the house; 
setting forth, *‘ that in consideration of the 
various increased expenses of the este 
blishments in Africa, and the cost of the 
articles required for the payment of the 
same, parliament was pleased to grant the 
sum of 18,000/. for the support of the said 
establishments last year, which sum has 
been invested for that purpose; and there 
fore praying the house to grant the peti 
tioners the like sum, for the support of 
the said establishments.” Ordered to lie 
upon the table.—Lord Temple rose, to 
observe, that an omission, that might b 
attended with much inconvenience, had 
taken place in the Corn Regulatiom acto 
Inst session. No clause, allowing the & 
port of corn to our garrisons abroad, had 
been introduced into it. To remedy this 
omission, he gave notice of his intention 
to move for leave to bring in a distinct 
bill, permitting such exportation, on Mom 
day next.—Lord Temple also moved, that 
the house should then resolve itself into’ 
committee, to consider the exportation of 
wool and woollen articles from the British 
colonies to the united kingdoms.—Sit & 
Stevens brought up the marine ‘mutiny 
bill, which was ordered to a committee om 
Tuesday next.—Mr. Alexandeginta 
the report on lord St. Vince s annuit 
bill, The resolution, that the: annul 
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should be extended to the two next heirs 
of the peerage, was read, and a bill or- 
dered to be brought in accordingly.—Mr. 
Johustone ‘stated, that several important 

rs relative to the affairs of India had 
teen laid before the general court of pro- 
prietors by the court of directors, which it 
was material to have before the house ; 
and therefore gave notice, that he should 
on Monday next move, that these papers 
be laid on the table.—On the notion of 
Mr. Vansittart, the former orders of the 
house for the production of certain ac- 
ounts relative to the augmentation or di- 
ination of salaries, &c. in the public of 

in Great Britain and Ireland, were 


eal He then moved, that there 


be laid before the house, an account 
of the increase or diminution that may 
have taken place in the number and 
amount of the salaries, emoluments, and 
expences of the diflerent public offices in 
Great Britain, to the 5th Jan. 1806, spe- 
cifying the dates of such increase or dimi- 
pution, and the authorities for the same. 
Ordered. A similar order was then made 
for Ireland. 

fArrains or Inpra.] Mr. Alderman 
Prinsep rose, to make the motion of which 
he had given notice yesterday. ‘The ob- 
ject he had in view was to ascertain the 
proportion our commerce with India. bore 
to that with China, and the relative amount 
of the capital borrowed in India, for the 
prosecution of each trade. We had ano- 
ther object in view, which was to ascer- 
tain whether the amount of stores was or 
was not included in the account of territo- 
rid] revenue applied: to commercial pur- 
poses. He conceived it very material to 
have these objects elucidated, and he 
thought they would be explained by these 
papers. He moved, therefore, that 
there be laid before the house an account, 
shewing the annual amount of stores and 
merchandise respectively exported by and 
for the service of the East-!ndia company 
to India, from the year ending the Ist of 
March 1793, to the 1st of March 1804; to- 
gether with the expenditure and. sales 
thereof at each presidency, and the respec- 
tive balances in store and afloat, on 30th 
April 1793, and 30th April 1803, as far 
athe same can be made out. Also, an 
acount, shewing the annual amount of bul- 


on, stores, and merchandise, respectively | 


exported ad for the service of the Kast- 

India company to China, from the year 

ading the 1st of March 1795, to the Ist 
Vor, VI. 


\ 
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of March 1804; together with the sales 
thereof at Canton, and the respective ba- 
lances in store and afloat on 30th April 
1793, and 30th Apri] 1803, as far as the 
same can be made out.” 

Mr. Francis seconded the motion. He 
was determined to second and support 
every motion, the object of which was to 
obtain information of ,the commercial and 
financial affairs of the company, unmixed 
with political matter, and thus to promote 
the great point he had so long looked to, 
to save the company from ruih, and with 
the company the country, which would 
have to bear the burden of the ruin, if the 
company, should fall. He complained, 
that the directors never gave an answer, 
even when papers of the slightest moment 
were moved for. The board of controul 
always came forward, or one was always 
referred to that board, The constitution 
of the company required, that the direc- 
tors should act in the first instance ; and 
that the board of controul should interfere 
only when it was necessary to check them. 
He did not like that the court of directors 
and the board of controul should act toge- 
ther as they had done for some time. 


‘This bad not so much the appearance of a 


laudable harmony, as of .a secret under- 
standing. 

Mr. Hiley Addington thanked the worthy 
alderman for having given notice of this 
motion, a consideration which he hoped 
the house’would think due to a new board, 
yet unacquainted what papers ought or 
ought not to be produced. He saw no 
objections to these papers; only, as an 
account of the bullion exported to India 
had been already ordered, it would be ad- 
visable to omit it here. These papers, 
however, could not. be produced very 
soon, as the clerks were employed in pre- 
paring the accounts for the India budget. 
The board of controul did not wish to in- 
terfere with the court of directors; but, as 
a great responsibility rested upon the board 
of controul, it wished to discharge its duty; 
this, however, without interfering with the 
proper objects of the company’s care, and 
without resisting the production of any ne- 
cessary information. ' 

Sir 7’. Metcalfe said, that however much 
the hon. gent. who seconded the motion 
might vaunt himself the company’s friend, 
he never could consider him as such, As 
to the reserve shewn by the court of direc- 
tors on motions for papers, it was. suffi- 
cient to state, that all.the papers were in 

R 
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the office of the board of controul, and 
that no director could, without a violation 
of his oath, produce any one paper with- 
out the consent of that board. ‘The East- 
India company was not an insulated com- 
pany, but a company whose interests were 
blended with those of the country. He 
would avail himself of this opportunity to 
explain the capture of the letters in the 
Hope Packet, dwelt on in such a crimina- 
tory manner by the hon. gent. on a former 
night. The Hope was a country ship, 
taken up by the government of Bengal to 
bring home the dispatches. _On her pas- 
sage she fell in with Livois, in the Ma- 
rengo, accompanied by the Pelle Poule, 
by whom he was taken. The boxes con- 
taining the dispatches were prepared to be 
sunk, with sandbags tied to them. The 
captain did not arrive here till July, 1805, 
when he underwent a short examination, 
as every Captain in the company’s service 
did, however fortunate his voyage might 
have been. «Captain Dunbar, of the Hope, 
stated, that a chain-shot had cut the ends 
that fastened the sand bags ‘to some of the 
packages containing the letters: and thus 
these packages floated when throw n over- 
board, and were picked up. 

Mr. Francis warmly replied, that the dis- 
patches, even if shot away, could not have 
floated, if loaded with chain-shot, as was 
the custom in his time: but, if the house 
were satisfied with the strange explanation 
now given of it, he had done with the bu- 
siness ; though primd facie; a communica- 
tion Of intelligence to the enemy was a 


high crime and misdemeanour; and, if 


done designedly, which he did not think 
to be the ease in this instance, would 
amount to high treason. But, whatever 
he might think of that transaction, he be- 
lieved it’ to be true, that the court of di- 
Fectors was under the guidance of his ma- 
jesty’s ministers. The hon. baronet seem- 
ed to ‘insinuate, on other’ occasions, as 
well as the present, that he was the enenty 
of the East-India company. Whoever 
thought so, should bring it forward boldly, 
in the way of accusation ; and, if defiance 
, and challenge could do any thing with the 
hon. baronet, he would defy and challenge 
him, or any man, to bring forward and 
substantiate such a charge against him. 

The Speaker here reminded him that he 
was out of order, 

Mr, Francis then said, he must submit 
to authority ; but would beg leave to state, 
in explanation, that he still continued to 
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think and assert, that in all motions fg 
papers, the court of directors was abso. 
lutely nothing. 

Sir T. Metcalfe in explanation, said, that 
as the hon. gent. often vaunted himself ¢ to - 
be the true friend of the Kast-lndia com, 
pany, he considered it uo attack on him 
to say, that he never thought him so. 
After this, ‘the motions were agrecd to, 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, March 1 

[Wirnesses’ InpemMNity DBirt—Op, 
NION OF THE JupGES.] The order of the 
day was -read for the. remainder of 
learned Judges to deliver their opini 
seriatim, upon the question of aa 
the general effect of which was, “ whe 
ther, according to law, a witness is bound 
to answer questions relative to the matter 
in issue, the answers to which do not tend 
to accuse himself, but establish, or tend to 
establish, that he owes a debt recoverable 
by a civil suit?” 

Mr. Baron Thompson said, he could find 
nothing in any of the legal writers which 
was satisfactory on the subject involved in 
the questions referred to the Judges; but, 
from the best consideration which he was 
enabled to give the subject, he was of opi- 
union that a witness, under the circum. 
stances mentioned, was not compellable to 
give evidence of facts which might be af 
terwurds used aguinst himself. 

Mr. Justice Heath, as a general rule of, 
law, was of opinion, that witnesses under 
such circumstances, were compellable to 
allswer,. 

Lord Chief Baron Macdonald deprecated 
the consequences which would ensue from 
the establishment of such a principle as 
that a witness was not compellable to an 
swer where that answer might tend to ac- 


knowledge a debt recoverable by civil suit, ° 


as in that case a witness interested to the 
umount of five shillings, by refusing to 
vive evidence might deleat the just claim 
ofa purty to ten thousand pounds. In the 


court in which it was his lot to presida, if 


would also be productive of the worst con 
sequences, as in revenue Causes witnesses 
would on such a ground very frequently 
demur and prevent the. truth from being 
ascertained, Judging from precedents, 
and from the law and reason of the case, 
he concurred in dpinion with Mr. Justice 
Heath. 

Lord Chief Justice Mansfeld. dct at 
considerable length into a contrary lin¢ of 
y 
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seument. He had ever considered ‘it as 
an established point of law, that a witness 
was pot compellable to answer any ques- 
tion, the answer to which might subject 
him to a civilaction. He travelled the 
western circuit for many years, at a time 
when the Judges who usually went that 
qrcuit were lawyers of the greatest emi- 
pence, as were also the leading counsel 
who went that circuit, and he was as fully 
convinced, as that he was then addressing 
their lordships, that all those eminent law- 
yers were of the same opinion. The same 
opinion he always understoud to be enter- 
tuined in Westminster hall, and it was so 
decided by lord Kenyon in a case, where 
an action was brought by a person against 
another who had been his clerk, for money 
alleged to have been received for the use 









ofthe plaintiff. The defence was that the: 


money had been paid over to another clerk 
ofthe plaintifl’s, of the name of Wright, 
who was authorized to receive it. Wright 
was called to prove this, who stated that 
io money was due from the defendant to 
the plaintiff. The counsel for the plaintiff 
(Mr. Erskine) then asked the witness if he 
knew of any other person who owed money 
to the plaintiff, but was stopped by lord 
Kenyon, who immediately declured that 
the witness was not bound to “answer 
against himself. ‘This therefore seemed to 
bea point of law so clearly established, that 
there. had been no doubt about it. The 
reverse of such a principle would, in his 
opinion, be productive of the worst conse- 
quences. Besides the case of lord Keith, 
which had been already mentioned, he re- 
membered a case which happened in 1771 
or 1772, where a gentleman from [udia, 
in consequence of some acknowledgments 
which he made in evidence before a com- 


.—| mittee of the house of commons, was sub- 


jected to two actions where the proof 
against him consisted of the evidence given 
by himself, and in which he had a verdict 
against him for 2,000/. in one action, and 
1,000/, in the other. After going through 
a variety of other arguments, he concluded 
by giving it as his opinion, that a witness 
under the circumstances mentioned, was 
not compellable to answer.—After the 
learned chief justice had delivered his 
opinion, 

Earl Stanhope rose, and observed upon 
the very material difference of opinion a- 
mong the Judges. They differed, not only 
i) principle, but as to the extent of particu- 
lit rules. The inconvenience of leaving 















PARL. DEBATES, Marcu 1, 





1806.— Witnesses’ Indemnity Bill, [246 


the law in its present uncertain and unset. 
tled state, was too obvious to require illus- 
tration. He would suppose a case, which 
would put this in the clearest possible light. 
Suppose a case. were to come for decision 
betore two Judges of opposite opinions; 
on this, their opinions would, of course, 
be stated different ways. One would de- 
cide, the witness should be allowed to de- 
murr; the other, that he should not! 
How would this appear? He had no diffi- 
culty, in his opinion, of what.the law ought 
to be. What he proposed was, that the 
witness should be fully examined, but that 
his evidence sl.ould not be brought against 
him, Under this impression he had, as he 
gave notice on a former night, prepared 
a short bill, the general title of which, his 
lordship stated to be, ** An act for the more 
effectual discovery of matters to be given 
in evidence,” &c. and which went. to 
provide, that when any person shall be 
examined as a witness, in any court, of 
before any magistrate, or other person, the 
evidence which should be given, should 
not, upon any pretence, be produced a- 
gainst him in any criminal prosecution, 
&c. The noble earl then presented his 
bill, which he moved should be now read 
a first time. 

Lord E/don observed, he should not op- 
pose the first reading of the bill, such a 
proceeding not being customary in that 
house. Ile would, however, say, such a 


bill would require a great deal of conside- 


ration; and possibly-it should necessarily 
undergo a great deal of alteration, before 
their lordships could, with propriety, agree 
to it. With respect to what had been sta-" 
ted by some of the learned Judges, in one 
point of view, he would declare, ‘upon his 
professional word of honour, until he heard 
the note read from Mr. Peake’s book, 
though he had lived thirty years in the 
profession, and officiated in different de- 
partments, where he had to institute exa- 
minations as to every point of law, he 
could declare he never heard the right of 
such a privilege ccntended for; and he 
believed. a noble lord, now in that house, 
though there never lived a man who had 
more extensive practice at common law, 
never heard such an objection. He would 
not refer to what might occur to particular 
Judges, on particular circuits; but im West- 
minster-hall, where all. the Judges were 
assembled, from all the circuits, he had 
never heard such an objection started, 
The practice on one of the western circuits 
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had been adverted to; he should, however, 
as a north-country man, never wish to see, 
in that respect, the northern circuits assi- 
milated to the western. His own opinion, 

~ mpon the point in question, was well kuown, 
At present, however, the matter which 
oecasioned such a difference of official opi- 
nion, should be prudently and wisely set at 
rest; they were not, because they perceiv- 
ed the impending mischief, to decide too 
hastily, with respect to the mode of reme- 
dying the evil. ‘The principle held forth 
was, that an individual was never to be 
called upon for what would directly, or 
circuitously, put him in hazard : to obviate 
that by a bill, which said, that an indivi- 
dual should make discoveries, and then 
that nothing of these should be brosght 
against him, would be expecting too much ; 
as in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, 
through the intervention of a third person, 
or sonie Other means, the witness may be 
got at, through the medium of such disco- 
veries; at the same time, he felt it of the 
utmost importance, that care should be 
takén, that their fellow subjects should 
understand their real situation in that re- 
spect. 

The Lord Chancellor. (Erskine) left the 
woolsack. He felt it his duty to commu- 
nicate his sentiments on a subject of so 
much consequence to the proceedings in 
courts of law. He had been for seven- 
and-twenty years engaged in the duties of 
a laborious prefession, and while he was 
so employed, he had the opportunity of a 
moré extensive experience in the courts, 
than any other individual of his time. It 
was true, that in the profession there had 
been, and there now were, men of much 
thore learning and ability, than he would 
even pretend to; but success in life often 
depended more upon accident, and certain 
physical advantages, than upon the most 
brilliant talents and profound erudition. 
It was very singular, that, during these 
twenty-seven years, be had not for a single 
day been prevented in bis attendance on 
the courts by any indisposition, or cor- 
poreal infirmity. Within much the greater 
part of this period, he had been honoured 
by a gown of precedency, and in conse- 
quence ofthis privilege, had not only been 
engaged in every important cause, but had 
conducted causes of this description during 
that period in the court of King’s Bench. 
But with the history of his professional 
life, their lordships had no concern, other- 
wise ;han as it was connected with the pre- 
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sent enquiry. For this purpose it was 
terial to declare, that, although his - 
rience was equal not only to any indi 
dual Judge on the bench, but to all 
Judges, with their collective practice; je 
that he never knew a single objection i 
have been taken to an interrogatory pre 
posed, because the reply to it would rey 
the witness respousible in a civil suif, Tt 
was true, that in Mr. Peake’s book, which 
had been frequently cited on the ‘presenk 
occasion, there was a note by Which i 
should appear that an: objection of this 
kind had been taken by the late chief jug 
tice Kenyon; but, notwithstanding his 
high opinion of the minute accuracy ad 
great learning of that reporter, he thou 
he had, in this instance, bee guilty ofa 
mistake on two grounds: Ist, because he 
himself had been counsel in the cause, aud 
had no recollection of the circumstance; 
2dly, because, if that note were corrédt, 
lord Kenyon must have been guilty ofa 
obvious contradiction of his own principle 
and sentiments, as they appeared evey 
on the ‘face of the same report. Ils 
lurdship was of opinion, that the bill now 
proposed would not effectually answer the 
purpose intended by the noble mover; he 
most heartily concurred in the object, but 
most materially differed from him as to the 
means of effecting it. Notwithstanding 
some difference of opinion among high 
authorities, among persons for whom he 
had the greatest veneration, yet he could 
not help thinking that the law itself was 
unembarrassed fromh these contradictions, 
He considered jt so far precise, clear, and 
perspicuous, that it was -neceesary no new 
law should be promulgated, otherwise than 
in the form of a dec laratory law, by which 
it should be announced what had been the 
law, what was the law, and what ought to 
be the law, and what should bé' the lawof 
the land’as to this important particular, 
On these grounds he could not give his 
assent to the bill now suggested ; and ifno 
other noble lord, more competent thai 
himself, would dndertake the business, he 
should himself move a legislative regular 
tion, with the view to place the question for 
ever in repose, 

Lord Ellenborough perfectly coincided 
with the sentiments of his noble and léatie 
ed friend on the woolsack. ‘The labouls 
of his existence had also ‘been devoted 0 
the same arduous duties, and he had ae 
tended a circuit the largest in extent, ant 
tlie most comprehensive in the variety @ 
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its business ; but neither in the course of 
his experience on his itinerant duties, nor 
during his constant application at West- 
pinster-hall, where he might say he bad 
been engaged in alinost every important 
cause, nor since he had been called by his 
majesty’s pleasure to the bench where he 
now had the honour to preside, did he re- 
collect a single instance where the objec- 
tion had been taken, that the answer of 
the witness would place the deponent in a 
situation of responsibility toa civil spit. It 
was true, that where the reply to the ques- 
tion would expose the witness to the con- 
sequences of a criminal prosecution, his 
lordship always felt it his duty to cautien 
him from the bench; but even in that 
case, partial communications must not be 
made, the testimony must not be garbled; 


ila portion were imparted, the whole evi-. 


dence must be’ disclosed; and so it was 
held by the noble and learned lord whom 
le had the honour to succeed, with much 
inlerior powers, Although he verfectly 
wreed with the noble mover on the neces- 
ily of some legislative measure, yet he 
thought the bill now read, would be inade- 
quate to the object proposed ; it therefore 
would not receive his support. 

Earl Stanhope considered his bill capa- 
ble of comprising every object suggested 
by the noble lords who had opposed it, 
andsaid, that he should move forthe se- 
cond veading on ‘Tuesday next. In the 
mean time, it was ordered to be printed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, March 3. 
[Convuct or JupGe Fox.] The Mar- 
quis of Abvrcorn moved the order of the 
day for resuming the adjourned debate on 
his motion of this day se’nnight, for the 
atlendance of. several witnesses on the 
28th of April, relative to the pending case 
of Mr. justice Fox, He adverted to what 
lad taken place on a former evening ; and 
when a.noble lord (Grenville) then in his 
place, high in his majesty’s councils, had 
‘Suggested the expediency of a short delay, 
to giye noble lords time and leisure to 
consider of the proposition, he expected, 
that he would come forward, and assign 
lis reasons for wishing such a proceeding 
ty take place, From the respect which 
leentertained for that noble lord, joined 
0 the consideration of the delay proposed 
Mingmerely nominal, with reference to the 
lect of a proposed order, which was to take 


place two months’ hence, he was induced 
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to comply freely with that suggestion. He 
now deprecated any farther postponement 
of the consideration of that proposition, 
Their lordships would consider, that rey 
peated and solemn discussions of the house 
had taken place upon the subject; that 
they not only heard and examined a great 
deal of evidence, but that the house was 
pledged, by its legislative act, to continue 
the proceeding. He was at a loss to con- 
ceive what reasons could be assigned for 
any further delay, or why the proccedings 
should not go forward with expedition and 
effect, as far as was consistent with the, 
bare convenience of individuals, and the 
solemnity due to the nature and magnitude 
of the case. It was important they should, 
as far as in them lay, proceed to bring a 
case of such peculiar importance to a far- 
ther hearing, and a final decision, When 
he considered the high situation, not only 
of dignity, but of responsibility, in which 
the noble lord stood, and the parliamen- 
tary and constitutional character with 
which he was invested, he was unwilling to 
suppose that his first parliamentary mea- 
sure and trial of strength, would be an at- 
tempt to interfere with the course of an 
important judicial process before that 
house, which had-been solemnly instituted, 
commenced, and some, progress, though 
with no great degree of expedition, made 
in it. ‘These were not the only reasons 
which should determine their lordships 
upon the present occasion. Not only the 
eyes of this country, but especially those 
of the people of Ireland, were turned to 
that house, with respect to the proceeding ; 
it was regarded by them as a progressive 
endeavour to redress important grievances, 
and to enhance the security of the rights 
and privileges of his majesty’s subjects in 
that country ; the first attempt which had 
been made for their effectual protection, 
since the incorporation of their parliament 
with that ofthis country. This was but 
one side of the case under consideration. 
On the other hand it'was to be recollected, 
what was due on the score of impartial 
justice to the learned gent. whose conduct 
was the object of the investigation; they 
were aware of the evidence which had been 
adduced against him, and of course he 
should, in justice, be afforded an opportu 
nity of controyerting, of rebutting, and re~ 
fusing it, if it were in his power.. He 
wished that every opportunity should be 
afforded him for these purposes, a8.certain- 
ly his character was deeply implicated ia 
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the matters of charge. He should, there- 
fore, without troubling their lordships with 
any further observations upon the case, 
move to have the question put. He had, 
however, to apprise the house, he should 
have to move for the attendance of a few 
more witnesses, when he could ascertain 
the number which-may be spared. 

Lord Grenville said, he could assure the 
house, that he had nothing more in view 
im the course he had adopted, with respect 
to the affair in question, than the interests 
of the country, and the ends of substantial 
justice with respect to all parties, which he 
wished to be attained, inthe mode that was 
most consistent_with the laws of the land, 
and the practice of the constitution. It was 
in reference to these great objects, that he 
wished for some interval of delay in de- 
ciding upon what the noble marquis had 
proposed ; it also arose from a difficulty 
which he then felt, and continued to feel, 
as to the course, circumstanced as the case 
then was, most proper to be pursued. Were 
he called upon to give a decided opinion, 
it would be that which he had more than 
once expressed last year; namely, that 
every step which had been taken in the bu- 
siness, ‘had been in a wrong, and, as he 
thought, an unconstitutional course; in 
this opinion, he was confirmed by every 
research he had made, and every degree of 
study he had given to the subject.’ He 
was by no means ignorant or unmindful of 
those difficulties, and embarrassments, 
which the case, as it now stood, involved. 
He was also fully aware of its magnitude 
and importance. He felt all the difficulty 
of the consideration of breaking it off, or 
discontinuing the proceeding, after having 
entertained it so far, The question was 
therefore a sreat and important one, in a 
| variety of views, not only as it respected 
individuals in Ireland, and the character 
of the personage accused; but as it in- 
volved considerations conuected with the 
honour and character of the house. Upon 
the whole, he was not ashamed to say, the 
difficulties still continued to operate upon 
his mind, which was not yet prepared or 
satisfied as.to what was proper, or ouglit 
to be done, or what course ought to be 
adopted. He felt it incumbent on bim to 
put in this protest in behalf of the opinions 
he had formerly avowed; with regard to 
the express motion, it being to operate 
upon such a distant day as the 28th of 
April, which would afford their lordships 
ample time for intermediate consideration, 
he should not then resist it. 
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Lord Auckland observed, that with pe, 
spect to the motion, were he to decide 
fupon it, it should be'in the negative, Hg 
was, by no means satisfied with the cours 
that had been adopted, and every thing he 
had since been able to learn, or collect, tends 
ed to confirm him in such an opinion; that 
house, he thought, was not competent tg: 
entertain a proceeding of the kind, ang 
therefore he should be induced to resist if J 
in every stage. So strong was the imprep 
sion upon his mind, that he had recorded 
liis sentiments upon the journals last year, 
He not only regretted it had ever gone 9 
far, but he was sorry it was ever entered : 
upon in that house; and he believed that 
few who heard him, would not wish it well 
out of that house. In concluding, hig 
lordship adverted to the immense expence 
which had been already, and in all proba. 
bility would still be incurred in the prose. 
cution of the affair, a great part of which, 
he thought, wauld be ultimately paid by 
the public. 

Lord Hawkesbury did not wish then to 
enter into a retrospective view of the affairs 
in question ; they had been principally to 
cousider the situation in which it now 
stood; in this view of it he seemed to de- 
precate all idea of stopping short. It was 
impossible for any person to read the’ case 
in evidence, which lay upon the table, and 
not see théabsolute necessity of proceeding 
in the investigation of it. Not only witha 
view to the rights and interests, but the 
character of all parties concerned; even 
the credit and character of the‘house were 
involved; it was, therefore, in all these 
points of view, proper to proceed, tho 
roughly to investigate the case, and come 
to a decision upon it. He had given the 
best attention in his power to the business, 
and was ready to say, that even a respect 
for the character of the learned judge 
question should be an additional induce 
ment to their lordships to continue the i 
vestigation. 

The Earl of Buckinghamshire, after short- 
ly adverting to the sentiments he had for- 
merly declared upon the subject, observed, 
he could consistenly, in the present state 


proceedings. He alluded to what had been 
adduced in evidence, and upon reco’® 
against the learned judge in questiom 
and the degree of publicity it had obtaly 
‘ed, which should be a consideration ™ 
determine their lordships not to leave the 
case in such an unfinished state. ag 





‘The Marquis of Buckingham appeared 
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rather to view the case as it stood at pre- 
sent before the house, and adverted to the 
ill consequence of stopping short, In this 


character and estimation of the house were 
also involved. The proceeding in these 
diferent points of view, was, he agreed, of 
_ great importance. The opinions he had 
avowed as to the origin of the business, 
the question of its being properly en- 
Wilained in the first instance, by their 
Hive! he still retained. But the case, 
alter what had been done, now stood in a 
diferent situation; this he threw out for 
, the consideration of the house: under the 
impression, however, which, upon the 
whole, he felt, respecting the affair, he 
muld not consistently assent to the mo- 
tion.—The question was then put, and the 
witnesses originally named in the motion, 
were ordered to attend on the 28th of 
April, accordingly. ° 
{Lorn ELien sorovGnH’s SEAT IN THE 
Casinet.] The Earl of Bristol rose, to 
bring forward his promised motion upon 
this subject, and spoke as follows: My 
lords, before J state to your lordships the 
views and motives which have induced me 
to shape the resolutions which I now hold 
in my hand, and which I shall this night 
have the honour of submitting to the con- 
sideration of the house, I feel peculiarly 
anxious to disclaim, in the strongest and 
most unequivocal manner, all party views 
in the step I am about to take, and I most 
earnestly entreat of every noble lord here 
present, not to consider the present ques- 
tion as in any degree of a party nature. 
For myself, my lords, I can most solemnly 
aver, and there are many who can bear 
witness to the truth of the assertion, that 
$0 far am I from being actuated by any 
hostile feelings towards his majesty’s pre- 
sent ministers, that from the moment of 
the death of that great and illustrious 
statesman, whose loss has been so severe- 
ly felt and so deeply lamented, no man in 
this house or out of it was more desirous 
than I was, to see the reins of government 
committed to the hands which now. hold 
them; and, my lords, so sincerely were 
these sentiments entertained by me,. so 
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sctupulously was I disposed to govern my 
tonduct by them; and so anxious was I, 
Mat in the present momentous crisis of the 
ats of the country and of Europe, his 
Majesty's. government should enjoy the 
manimous support of parliament, and of 
the public, that it was not till I-had failed 
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consideration, he seemed to think the. 





in my efforts to obtain the object of my 
motion, by private and confidential repre- 
sentation, that I reluctantly brought my 
mind to disturb that unanimity, even for 
a single day, by the agitation of this im- 
portant question, With respect to the 
question itself, I have no-hesitation in say- 
ing, that all that I have heard, and all that 
I have since read and thought upon the 
subject, have only served to confirm and 
strengthen the first impression of my mind ; 
and I feel confident, that the oftener it is 
considered, and the more thoroughly. it is 
investigated, the more clearly will it appear 
that the situation which the lord chief 
justice now holds in the Cabinet, is not 
only unwarranted by established usage, 
but is in direct repugnance to those sacred 
and fundamental principles of policy, 
which can alone secure to the people of 
any country, the pure aud impartial admi- 
nistration of their laws. Iam aware, my 
lords, that there is considerable difficulty 
in affixing to that situation, with legal 
accuracy and precision, the character of a 
responsible minister of the crown. But, 
whether he is to be legally considered as 
a minister of the crown, or only as an ad- 
viser of the “ministers, as long as he is ¢he 
associate of these ministers, and a party ta 
their measures and their feelings, my objec- 
tions to the promotion remain in their 
full force, I am, therefore, satisfied to rest 
this part of this case upon one single obser- 
vation ; and, when I have asked the house 
whether it would endure to see the lord 
chief justice hold the office of lord president of 
the council? wBich can only be answered 
by the most decided negative, I would put 
it to the feelings of every noble lord, who 
joins im that negative, whether it would 
not be a most mischievous practice, fo se- 
pasate that high ministerial: station into its 
two component parts of power and of emolue 
ment: and, by throwing away the husk of 
the salary as food for baser minds, to be there- 
by enabled tu give the power, the-influence, 
the vital essence of the appointment, all that 
can be an abject to enlarged ambition, all 
that true greatness can value or desire ; ta be 
enabled, my lords, to give this in a concealed 
and invisible manner,.to those who could not 
dare to accept it in the ostensible and embo- 
died shape of a cabinet office—My lords, 
we have now learned from authority, that 
it has been determined that the lord chief 
justice should be an habitual member of 
that committee of the privy council, usual- 
ly called the Cabinet. The deliberations 
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of thé Cabinet aré not like those of the 
body of the privy couneil, from which it 
is selected, confined to proceedings of a 
judicial nature; but embrace all the poli- 
tical concerns of the country of every de- 
scription. It is the duty and office of the 
Cabinet, to advise the Crown, in the exer- 
cise of all its functions. To be a member 
of the Cabinet, is therefore necessarily to 
be a patty to all the’ measures of the admi- 
nistration; and is to be associated in the 
power, and identified with the interests of 
the executive government. It is this close 
and intimate connection between a judge 
and the king’s ministers; it is this associ- 
ation and identification of a judge, with the 
executive government, which (whatever be 
its legal name), I condemn and reprobate ; 
which I hold to be contrary to former 
practice ; to be injurious to the judicial 
character; to be subversive of the liberty 
of the people: and which, I contend, has 
a direct and alarming tendency to blend 
and to amalgamate those great elementary 
principles of political power, which it is the 
wery object of a free constitution to keep 
separate and distinct. In searching for 
precedents on this subject, I have been 
able to find but one single solitary instance 
of a common law judge having ever before 
been placed in this situation. ‘The chan- 
cellor, it is true, is always a minister ; but 
no argument can possibly be founded on 
this circumstance, in favour of the present 
transaction. The chancellor stands on 
grounds totally distinct and separate from 
the twelve Judges, a distinction well known 
to our ancestors, who left the chancery 
judge amenable at the pleasure of the 
crown, but secured to the judges of the 
other courts, their offices and emoluments 
fot life. The chancellor, as keeper of the 
king’s conscience, . is brought into contact 
with the person of the sovereign ; and as 
the great offi¢er of state, to whose custody 
the great seal is committed, is necessarily, 
from the very nature of his office, a political 
character ; and is, in fact, a responsible poli- 
tical agent of the crown, when he affixes the 
great seal to treaties, and other public in- 
struments. Oni the other hand, it is to be 
observed, that the chancellor, being a 
‘minister, is not exposed to the same dat- 
er, as is the case of the twelve judges. 
© efiminal trials come before him; and 
it is difficult to conceive how pdlitical bias 
could well opérate in these causes which 
are decided in hiscourt. But with respect 
tothe common law judges; the case is very 


different ; and I must again repeat, that a 
though the crown has occasionally referred 
to them for advice, in moments of great 
public difficulty ; although there may oceur 


and special occasions, they may have ag 
suméd a species of political existence, for 
that special occasion, there is but one ‘ii. 
stance, from the revolution to the present day, 
of a common law judge having taken anti 
bitual share in advising the crown on i 
nary course of state affairs —The instance 
to which | allude is that of the great lord 
Mansfield. I believe it is true, and itis 
with-regret that I admit it, that that great 
and splendid ornament to his profession, 
did hold: the two situations of lord chief 
Justice of the King’s Bench, and of a 
Cabinet Minister. But there were 
circumstances attending this latter ap. 
pointment, which sufficiently proved tle 
doubts which were even then entertained 
of its propriety ; and, it is satifactory to 
know, that on further consideration, and 
more mature refléction, the noble earl 
himself was so fully aware of the evils of 
the practice, and of the odium which at 
tached to it, that no solicitation or entréa- 
ties could afterwards prevail upon him to 
form a part of the executive governmeit, 
But, my lords, if this practice is to be tole 
rated in the chief justices of the King’s 
Bench, if it is to be represented as innocent 
in them, in whom, by the way, ét is more pt 
culiarly dangerous and offensive, than in any ol 
the other judges, how comes it, that it has 
never been extended to those who preside 
in the other courts, and what security haw 
we against its being so extended in future? 
A noble lord near me, who so lately sat 
upon the woolsack, when he was desirous 
of taking an active share in government, 


ldid not act avery prudent part, in ex- 


changing the permanent situation of chief 
justice of the common pleas, for the precati- 
ous one of chancellor, if he had not felt that 
that situation was incompatible with the 
Cabinet ; and a noble earl, now no more, 
the predecessor of that noble lord in both 
these high legal situations, when he was 
anxious to be admitted into the cabinel 
that he might be responsible for measures 
which he approved, himself told us, in his 
place in this house, that he was fully aware 
of the imprudent and disadvantageous ek 
change which that wish necessitated ; b 
aware as he was of the imprudence and th 
risk, I. never heard of his attempting @ 
javoid that ‘risk, by a proposition so-n 
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strous as that of admitting him into the 
cabinet, in bis capacity of chief justice of 
the common pleas. My lords, that noble 
earl well knew, that it would have been at 
best but an ungracious act, to have taken 
advantage of that permanent affluence, 
which the bounty of parliament had at- 
tached to the office of a judge, for far dif- 
ferent purposes, as the means of screening 
himself from that risk, and reconciling his 
interests and his ambition. He felt, that 
he was about to make asacrifice to that am- 
bition; and he felt, truly, that the sacrifice 
ought tobe his private emolument, and not 
theconstitution of his country. My lords, I 
much fear, that if some speedy and effec- 
tual remedy be not applied to this crying 
evil, the provisions of William HI. and the 
present reign, for securing the integrity 
aud independence of the Judges, will 
scarcely operate in any other way than as 
a bounty on their ambition, by enabling 
them to brave the storms of the political 
world, without the risk of shipwreck. 
But, my lords, if the course of precedents 
and practice was far less strongly in my 
favour, this is, after all, a question which 
must ultimately be decided by more én- 
larged and liberal views of the subject, 
and by considerations of expediency and 
ofcommon safety, which are paramount 
toall precedents and all practice. In the 
whole compass of state policy, I know of 
no one principle on which there has been 
so universal a concurrence, as on the ne- 
cessity of separating the judicial authority 
from the executive. This is a point, about 
which there can be no question. It isa 
truth indisputable, and which has never 
been disputed.’ All legislators, all states- 
men, all eminent writers who have pro- 
nounced any judgment upon it, have con- 
curred in these opinions. The remarks 
of Montesquieu, on this head, are pointed 
and remarkable ; and such value does he 
attach to the judicial power being kept 
separate and distinct, that he is directly of 
Opinion, that when this principle is_re- 
Spected, no form of government can be 
very oppressive ; and that when it is neg- 
lected, be the form of government monar- 
chical, aristocratical, or republican, pri- 
vate individuals must be exposed to a 
despotism, as severe as that which prevails 
he dominions of the grand signior. 

» my lords, is this a principle of mere 
general importance and advantage; it is 
ge ‘which goes home to the fire-side of 
Mery “private family ; it is one in which is 
Vou. VI, 
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involved the daily comfort and the daily 
security of every man in England. -What, 
ny lords, would be the alarming situation 
of any individual in this country, who, 
commenting on the general transactions of 
government, with that freedom which is 
the birth-right of every inhabitant of the 
land we live in, should thereby incur the 
displeasure of government, and a prosecu- 
tion, under their direction, by the attorney- 
general? My lords, he would be sent to 
take his trial in that very court, where one of 
the ministers whom he had accused and irri- 
tated, would preside—and preside not merely 
to direct and influence the jury, but evcntually 
in his own person, to award the amount of 
his fine, and the duration of his imprisonment ; 
and, my lords, let me be permitted to 
state another case, and to suppose, for the 
sake of argument, that the other house 
should direct the attorney-general to in- 
stitute a criminal prosecution against one 
of his majesty’s present ministers, what, 
my lords, would be the sentiments of in- 
dignation excited from one end of the 
country to the other, to see that minister 
sent as a state criminal to the bar of a court 
where his colleague sits to judge him? J 
may be told that these are cases which are 
not likely to occur, and’ that under such 
circumstances the learned judge would 
abstain from attending. I desire no better 
proof of the incompatibility of the two si- 
tuations, than this; namely, that in order to 
do his duty asaman, he must desert his 
duty as a judge,.or asa minister; and [ 
must observe besides, that I desire a better 
security for the persons and property of 
my countrymen, than the discretion of 
any mortal breathing. My lords, the 
noble lord who now presides upon the 
woolsack, has long been the friend of liber- 
ty and the constitution; I trust I shall 
have his support and countenance on this 
occasion. He cannot, -I assure him, feel 
more for the happiness and liberties of the 
people than I do; and if we have not al- 
ways agreed upon what measures we 
thought the best calculated to promote and 
to secure these great and important objects ; 
in this, at least, we cannot fail to concur, 
that both are intimately and inseparably 
connected with the purity and perfection 
of public justice. I well know the senti- 
ments of that noble lord on the importance 
of trial by ‘uninfluenced juries, and by im- 
partial judges. I know the indignation 
which” would be kindled in his bosom, 
were a single individual in the country te 
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attempt, by the ties of private friendship, 
or the influence of social habits, to tamper 
with a single juryman in the most unim- 
portant trial. I well know the jealousy 
with which that noble lord would have 
challenged, on the part of a client, the 
name of a single juryman who was neces- 
sarily prejudiced im the cause, or who was, 
in any way, identified with the prosecuting 
party. In the name of the people of Eng-. 
land, I demand that the same principles 
may be applied to the twelve Judges. I de- 
sire that they may not be placed in situations 
where they can be supposed to be tampered 
with by the king’s ministers; I desire that 
they may not go down to their courts, 
talked over by their colleagues in office, 
animated by the same feelings, partici- 
pating in the same interests, under the in- 
fluence of the same prejudices and the 
same habits. Far am I from being one of 
those who think the atmosphere of Dow- 
ning-street and St. James’s so impure, 
that nothing can escape it unpolluted ; but 
of this I am sure, that neither the palace 
nor the treasury, are fitted to be the daily 
resort of British Judges. No man will 
go further than I would in increasing their 
affluence and augmenting, their comforts, 


or in opening to them the door to those. 


fair honours which they may properly en- 
joy; but, in considering their interests, I 
will never lose sight of the more important 
interests of my country; nor will I, whilst 
I breathe, silently submit to see the Judges 
taken from that middle station between the, 
subjects. of the crown, and. those who exer- 
cise its political, functions, which is their 
proper. sphere; and where alone they can 
Maintain that. character for independence 
and, uprightness which his majesty was 
graciously pleased to recommend in a 
speech from that throne, as essential, to 
the impartial administration of justice, as 
one of the best securities of the rights and 
liberties of his subjects, and as. most con- 
ducive to the honour of the crown. I shall 
conclude what.I have to. urge, by reading 
a, passage from Mr. justice Blackstone. 
‘*¢ In this distinct and separate existence 
of the judicial power, in a peculiar body of 
men, nominated, indeed, but. not remove- 
able at pleasure, by the crown, consists 
one main preservative of the public liberty ; 
which cannot subsist long in, any, state, 
unless the administration of, common, jus- 
tice be in some degree separated both, frem 
the legislative, and also from, the execu- 
tive power. Were it joined with the legis- 





lative, the life, liberty, and property of the 
subject, would be in the hands of arbitrary 
Judges, whose decisions would be then 
regulated only by their own opinions, and 
not by any fundamental principles.of law; 
which, though legislators may depart from 
yet Judges are bound to observe, Were 
it joined with the executive, this union 
might soon be an over-balance for the le. 
gislative. For which reason, by. the sta 
tute of 16 Car. 1. c. 10. which abolished 
the court of star-chamber, effectual care 
is taken to remove all judicial power out 
of the hands of the king’s privy council: 
who, as then was evident froin recent in- 
stances, might soon be inclined to pro- 
nounce that for law, which was most agree. 
able to the prince or his officers. Nothing 
therefore is more to be avoided in a free 
constitution, than uniting the provinces of 
a judge and a minister of state.”—His 
lordship concluded with moving a. resolu. 
tion, stating it as the opinion of the house, 
‘* that it was highly dmexpedient, and ten. 
ded to weaken the administration of justice, 
lo summon to any committee or assembly 
of the privy council, any of the Judges of 


‘higmajesty’s courts of common law.”—On 


the question being put, 

Lord St. John said, he gave the noble 
lord full credit for bis assertions, that he 
was. actuated by no party-feeling in bring 
ing forward the present motion, or by any. 
personal, motives with regard to the noble 
and learned Jord who was the present, 
chief justice. of the court of King’s Bench. 
He was perfectly convinced that the noble 
lord, had not, been, influenced. by any cone 
sideration of, that nature, nor by. a, wish.to 
embarrass. his majesty’s ministers, who 
were, in fact, indebted to the noble lord 
for bringing forward, this motion, inasmuch 
as it brought a subject. into discussion, 
respecting which much misapprehension 


‘had gone. abroad, but which he trusted 


would, by the discussion of this night, he 
completely done away. The proposition 


itself, as made by the noble lord, was,of an 


abstract. nature, and he did. not see any 


possible good that could, arise from, its 


adoption. He did not mean to.look inte 
Montesquieu for the law or constitution af 
England, neither, upon, such, a, sybject did 
he acknowledge. such an, authority;. ana 
surely the noble lord- must have. forgotten, 
for. the moment, the place in which he was 
speaking, when he advanced. general thede 
ries, tending to prove, not merely, that 
the judicial. and executive functions ought, 


















pot to be united, but that the judicial and 
jegislative functions ought to be kept en- 
tirely distinct. Such a doctrine in that 
house could never be recognized as a part 
of tlie law or constitution of England, 
where it had uniformly been the practice 
to bletid, in repeated instances, the judicial 
and legislative cliaracter. ‘This served to 
prove how little, relative to the constitu- 
tion Of this country, could be gathered 
from Montesquieu. He should look to 
better sources for information upon that 
subject, namely, the Statute Book, and 
the practice and usage of the country. 
Looking at the subject in this point of 
view; he should trouble their Jordships with 
afew observations as to the precedents by 
which the measure that had given rise to 
this motion, was supported, and which the 
foble lord had not quoted. Instead of 
thete being only one solitary precedent, 
thé precedents were numierous, and all 
tended to establish the same point. Of 
the period antecedent to the revolution, 
be should say little, because the precedents 
sin¢e that period might be considered as 
thoré strictly applicable. He could not 
avoid, however, referring to two or thtee 
éases; one of which was a statute of Ed- 
ward III. which enacted the establishment 
éfacouncil to assist and advise his ma- 
jesty, and which expressly appointed the 
chief justice of the court of King’s Bench 
tobe a member of that council. A more 
temarkable precedent occurred in the reign 
of Charles [I]. in the year 1672, when sir 
William Temple advised the king to esta- 
blish a privy council, for the purpose of 
conciliating the people, and rendering the 
governmeut more popular. A privy coun- 
til was in consequence assembled, con- 
sisting of fifteen persons, who held offices, 
and of ten mémbers of that house; and 
five of the othér house, who were not in 
ofice. The king addressed them at their 
first meeting, stating the reasons why cer- 
fain persons holdine offices were summon- 
dto attend the council. ‘The lord high 
treasurer, his majesty stated, was sum- 
thoned to give advice relative to finance ; 
thé lord high admiral, on mattérs relating 
fo the navy ; and the lord high chancellor, 


_ itd the chief justice of the King’s Bench, 


it was expressly stated, to give advice to 
lis majesty on matters relating to law. 
These were all the precedents anterior to 

Revolution with which he would trou- 
Ue thei lordships, only stating by the bye 
the act of Henry VIII. out of which arose 
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thé establishment of a phivy council, and 
whose duty was stated to be to examine 
into matters of sedition, &c. and commit 
the offenders. —Subsequent to the Revo- 
lution, the precedents were numerous. 
The act of the 4th and 5th of Anne was 
strictly in point. By that act, which went 
to make provision respecting the Protest« 
ant ‘succession, a regency was established 
in the event of the successor to the throne 
being ‘out of the kingdom at the pe- 
riod of the queen’s demise, and the chief 
justice of the King’s Bench was expressly 
noihinated a member of that regency, in 
which he was not merely to be an adviser, 
but himself acting immediately in an exe-~ 
cutive capacity. A similar act was passed 
during the minority of his present majesty, 
after the death of the late prince of Wales, 
and also after the birth of the present 
prince of Wales, in both of which the 
chief justice of the King’s Bench was exs 
pressly included. All these precedents, 
therefore, fully recognised the principle 
with respect to the chief justice of the 
King’s Bench assisting in his majesty’s 
councils, and proved that it was an esta- 
blished principle in the law and consti- 
tution of the country. With respect to 
the objection started by the noble lord 
against chief justices concurring in prose- 
cutions against, or attending the examina- 
tions of persons whom they were aftere 
wards to try in their capacity as judges, 
it had been the constant practice for chief 
justices to attend on such occasions. Two 
or three precedents occurred to him at the 
moment ; one in the year 1746, when lord 
chief justice Lee attended at the exami- 
nation taken against several persons who 
were concerned in the rebellion of the pre- 
ceding year, and who were afterwards tried 
for such offences. In the year 1780, also, 
lord Loughborough, then chief justice of 
the court of Common Pleas, attended in 4 
similar manner upon the examinations re- _ 
specting several persons concerned in the 

riots of that year. At a still later period, 
lord chief justice Eyre attended the éouncil, 
ou the examination against the persons 
who were afterwards, as it was well known, 
tried before the same judge. All these 
authorities were, he conceived, amply suffi- 
cient to establish that the measure com- 
plained of relative to the present chief 
justice of the court of King’s Bench, was 
fully sanctioned by the usage and practice 
of the constitution. Fortified in this posi- 
tion, he could not yield to the general thea- 
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ries of Montesquieu, which, if they ap- 
plied at all to the subject, applied in a 
much more. general way than the noble 
lord could wish to extend his ideas upon 
the subject, neither could he consent to 
vote an abstract proposition, which could 
answer no useful purpose, nor be produc- 
tive of any practical good. 

Lord Eldon, on entering into the consi- 
deration of this question, disclaimed the 
idea that it was a question respecting any 
individual, or any administration. He 
considered it as a question of much supe- 
yior importance, as relating to the admi- 
nistration of justice in this country. He 
felt the highest respect and veneration for 
the noble and learned lord (Ellenborough), 
and it would give him the greatest pain if 
it were supposed, that the observations he 
should make proceeded from any personal 
disrespect; so far from it, it was in order 
to express his respect for that noble and 
learned lord, that he was induced to attend 
upon this occasion. He did not mean to 
contend, nor could he hear it argued, that 
the appointment of that noble lord toa 
seat in the Cabinet was illegal. It certain- 
ly was not illegal. Neither would he say, 
that it was unconstitutional: but he rose 
to state, that, although the appointment 
was not contrary to the law or the consti- 
tution, yet that there existed reasons which 
made it unadvisable or inexpedient. The 
reasons which weighed upon his mind 
were of a delicate nature. It was not 
enough that the administration of justice 
should be perfectly free and uninfluenced 
by government; it was not enougli that it 
should be pure; but it should also be be- 
yond the reach of suspicion, and so exer- 
cised, as to give perfect satisfaction to ail 
his majesty’s subjects. . There were many 
analogiesand precedents against the uniting 
the functions of chief justice with a seat in 
the Cabinet. Although, in order to shew 
that it had been before united, the solitary 
jnstance of lord Mansfield might be urged, 
yet it must also be recallected how ex- 
tremely unpopular that noble and eminent 
person became after he had united those 
stations, and how that unpopularity hung 
to him for the greater part of his life. 
Perhaps it was an ill-founded jealousy 
which existed in the minds of the public, 
but still it was sufficient to weaken the 
confidence they ought to place in the ju- 
dicial character. For his part, he was so 
well acquainted with the noble and learned 
Jord, that he felt personally the utmost 








confidence that it would ‘not, in any de, 
gree, affect the purity of the administratiog 
of justice, iflord Ellenborough had a seg 
in the Cabinet. It was not for his satisfag. 
tion, or for the satisfaction of those who 
had an opportunity of knowing and appre, 
ciating the integrity and worth of tha 
noble lord,’ but it was for the general ga. 
tisfaction of the nation at large, that he 
thought that the chief justice ought not » 
have a seat in the Cabinet. He: utterly 
disowned and disclaimed every idea of the 
appointment being either illegal or uncen, 
stitutional, but still he thought the ire, 
pediency of it so great, that he hoped 
when the noble lord reflected ‘on jit, he 
would not himself wish to retain bis séat 
in the Cabinet. When he himself had 
often been consulted in examinations about 
sedition and treason, he should have fét 
that it would not* be proper. for him to sit 
as judge to try those persons whose proses 
cutions he might bave advised. It might 
be said, that it might be so arranged, that 
either the chief justice should not attend 
the Cabinet when questions were to be agi. 
tated which might afterwards come before 
him for trial, or, if he had attended it, he 
might stay away from the court of King’s 
Bench, and leave the trial to others. When 
he was appointed a Cabinet minister, it 
however, became his duty to attend, and 
it was a duty still stronger for him to at 
tend his court, for the subjects of this land 
had a right to the assistance of the lord 
chief justice in the administration of ju» 
tice. Although in the prosecutions he had 
before alluded to, the offences were not 
against any particular administration or go 
vernment, but went to overturn all gover- 
ment, yet he might suppose a case, where 
the Cabinet council might think it proper 
to prosecute some libel against the govern 
ment, or, in plain English, against the mea 
sures of the persons composing the admi- 
nistration. Were such a case to occur, he 
did not think it possible that the parties 
accused could be satisfied of the fairness 
of their trial, if the judge who was to tly 
them was a member of that Cabinet which 
had ordered the prosecution. The ques 
tion was not, whether those who knew'the 
noble lord, as he did, would not feel a pet 
fect security in his integrity ; it was, whe 
ther the people at large would feel thea 
selves as safe as if precedents and analogiés 
had been followed. It might be said, that 
lord chief justice Eyre had tried thos 
persons upon whose case he had been pit 




























965] PARL. DEBATES, Mar. 3, 1806.—Ld. Ellenborough’s Seat in the Cabinet. [266 


yiously informed and consulted : he by no 
jneans considered that as among the most 
honourable parts of the life of lord chief 
iystice Lyre. He had himself been con- 
nected with lord Ellenborough for near 
thirty years, by the sincerest friendship, 


and if even he could suppose that this per- 


sonal friendship could be at all weakened 

any thing which he had said that night, 
he still felt himself so strongly impelled 
by @ sense of duty, that he could not 
avoid stating his sentiments, He thought 
the inexpediency wasso great and so strik- 
ing, that he felt it his duty to state it. Had 
he been in the situation of lord chief jus- 
tice, and been offered a seat in the Cabinet, 
he should, probably, have accepted of it, 
but when he should have heard the objec- 
tions that had been now urged, he would 
have resigned it. He thought that the 
‘pest way of disposing of the question was, 
to leave it to the consideration of the no- 
ble lord himself, and he was convinced the 
yesult would be more satisfactory both to 
his own feelings and to those of the pub- 


lic. 
. The Earl of Carlisle observed, that a 
pew sensation of alarm, which had slept 
fora hundred years, now began to shew 
itself, as if with a view to lower the new 
administration in the eyes of the people, to 
disturb that public confidence which was 
placed in men of such great talents and in- 
tegrity as those respectable characters who 
composed the present administration, and 
to banish the joy with which all ranks of 
men witnessed the paternal care of his 
Majesty, in calling forth persons of the 
most exalted talents to direct the affairs of 
the country, If all-this alarm was allowed ; 
if it was found that the public was ex- 
tremely uneasy (and indeed, for his own 
part, he heard no uneasiness expressed any 
where); if this alarm, in short, was well 
founded, his objection to the motion was 
still stronger than eyer, because it_would 
not cure the evil complained'of. It would 
goto prevent any privy counsellor from 
giving his advice to the king in the cha- 
tacter of a judge. A very great inconve- 
lence weld arise from confounding the 
ptivy council with the committee of the 
ptivy council. The king had an undoubted 
fiivilege to call any privy counsellor 'to that 
tommittee,| Because for a number of years 
No instance occurred of a judge being of 
committee, that was no argument 
‘Mat the practice was unconstitutional. He 


fever heard a complaint of any injury 





suffered from a judge being of the king’s 
council.. And if any reform was now 
deemed necessary, let a ‘law be passed to 
declare that no judge shall sit in the coun- 
cil. But there was no occasion for such 
a law ; because no grievance was to be re- 
moved. He did not believe that any such 
uneasiness as was stated, rested on the pub- 
lic mind, on the appointment in question. 
If this motion was carried, all judges must 
be excluded from the privy council as well 
as the Cabinet. He could not avoid de- 
precating. the moment at which this mo- 
tion was made. It was necessary that the 
new administration, to execute the ardu- 
ous duty which at this moment of danger 
they had undertaken to perform, should 
have the public voice and opinion in their 
favour. Without public confidence, all 
their talents could avail nothing. He'con- 
sidered this motion to be one as ill-timed 
and injudicious as any that that ever was 
made, and, if agreed to, it would be of no 
avail, 

Lord Boringdon said it was a very diffi- 
cult thing to ascertain the bulk of the pub- 
lic opinion during so short a period as that 
which had elapsed since the appointinent 
in question. For his own part, he believed 
the measure had communicated throughout 
the public a general sentiment of dissatis- 
faction and distrust. He wanted no re- 
form or alteration. His only object was 
to preserve the liberty of the subject en- 
tire, and in doing that there was no occa- 
sion to‘go back to the reign of Edward III, 
Those who were called cabinet counsellors, 
were the responsible advisers of the king. 
It was.a matter of notoriety, that the lord 
chief justice was not habitually summoned 
to the council. He was also the first eri- 
minal judge in the country. The two si 
tuations were incompatible; and of all the 
absurd constitutions which modern consti- 
tution-mongers had adopted, none were 
more discordant than that of the chief eri« 
minal judge being at the same time a mi- 
nister of state. Suppose the case of a book, 
declared by the Cabinet to be a libel on his 
majesty’s government, and the author or- 
dered to be prosecuted; was it fitting that 
such person should be tried by a chief jus- 
tice who was at the same time one of his 
majesty’s Cabinet ministers, and conse- 
quently one of the prosecutors of the very 
person whom he was trying? He did not 


wish to make the slightest personal allu- 
sion to the present chief justice of the 
King’s Bench, but mnierely to argue the 
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question upon general principles. Argu- 
ing in this way, it was well known! that 
the Judges of the court of common law 
held their offices for life, or at least could 
only be removed for misconduct. It might 
happen that a judge who was also a Cabinet 
minister, might, in his office of judge, ad- 
minister justice with unsullied honour and 
unimpeachable integrity, but who as one 
of the king’s ministers and confidential ad- 
visers, might be impeached at their lord- 
ships’ bar for high crimes and misdemea- 
nours. He would then be placed in the 
singular situation of attending half his time 
as a judge upon the bench to administer 
justice, and the other half ab, their lord- 
ships’ bar to defend himself against an im- 
peachment for high crimes and misdemea- 
hours. It was not merely from eminent 
writers, that a disapprobation of the gene- 
tal principle of such an union of offices 
might be gathered, but it had met in that 
house with marked reprobation from the 
Jate marquis of Lansdowne, after the late 
lord Mansfield had confessed that he had 
acted as a Cabinet minister, whilst hold- 
ing the office of chief Justice of the court 
of King’s Bench. 

Lord Sidmouth agreed with thé noble 
lord who spoke last, and with a noble and 
learned lord (Eldon) who had spoken ear- 
lier in. the debate, that this was a question 
of very great importance in a constitutional 
view. He also agreed with the same noble 
and learned lord, that it was necessary 
that the administration of justice in this 
country should not only be free and un- 
fettered by the crown, but that the purity 
of it should be beyond the reach of suspi- 
cion; and if in the present instance it 
could be urged, that thére was any reason- 
able ground of .suspicion, he would admit 
that no pressure of circumstances would 
make the time improper for the discussion. 
He had felt a strong desire to reply to the 
noble and learned lord sooner, but had 
been prevented by the rising of another 
peer; he was happy, however, to have 
heard from the authority of the noble and 
learned Jord, that the appointment in ques- 
tion was not illegal, and that it was not 
unconstitutional; nevertheless, the noble 
lord had said, that if he had been lord 
chief justice, and had been offered a seat 
m the Cabinet, he should not have object- 
ed to it in the first instance, but that if 
he had accepted it, he should havé re- 
signed it upon more full and mature con- 
sideration ef the inexpediency of his re- 





taining that seat. The noble and learnea 
lerd (Eldon) had declared his great re 
spect for the high character of the Jord 
chief justice, and had stated: that it wag 
from motives of personal regard ad 
friendship to him that he bad that day ate 
tended in his place. He must state; that 
in personal regard and friendship for the 
lord chief justice, he could not yield tg 
any man; but that was not the considerm 
tion that induced him to attend upon this 
occasion. Jt was a sense of duty to hig 
country that made it necessary for him t6 
defend the conduct of his majesty’s confi 
dential advisers who recornmended that 
appointment. For his part, if he had ens 
tertained the least doubt of the appoint 
ment being strictly legal, and conformable 
to the constitution and to established 
practice, he should not have attempted t6 
support it, although he was convinced that; 
in the present imstahice, it would bé 4 ses 
rious injury to the country, to deprive hig” 
majesty and the nation of the abilities and 
assistance of lord Ellenborough at thé 
councils on public affairs. He was cons 
vinced that the lord chief justice must 
personally feel great uneasiness and ré: 
gret at the public discussion that this ap: 
pointment had produced. He himself félt 
sorry that any doubts should have been 
entertained on the subject, or that those 
doubts should be consideréd $6 serious ag 
to give rise to @ discussion which might 
occasion some uneasiness and alarm to thé 
public mind; but as those doubts had 
been stated, and were considéred worthy 
of discussion at the present moment, it 
was necessary that thé question should bé 
set at rest. It appeared to him, thut the 
tendency of thé objections which had been 
made would be to fetter the legitimate 
prerogatives of the crown, to limit thé 
sphere of public duty, and the means 
which his majesty possessed of calling fot 
the advice of persons of distinguished abis 
lity, in his privy council. Whatever would 
tend to withdraw from the public service 
the great abilities of the lord chief justice, 
he should deplore as a: public calamity; 
but still it would be a sacrifice that must 
be made, if thé law and the constitation 
required it. ‘Fhe noble and learnéd lord 
(Eldon) had, however, given up thé poitit, 
so far as to confess, that it was nof illegal 
or unconstitutional, but considered, ‘that 
it was so highly imetpédient, that he 
hoped lord Ellenborough would, upon cam 
sideration, reziga his situation at the CM 
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pinet- The subject had been for some 
weeks under the consideration of lord 
Ellenborough, and that noble and learned 
lord had not pleaded “ guilty” to the 
charge of having accepted a situation 
which it was not proper for him to fill. 
The case of lord Mansfield was by no 
means a solitary case, as had_ been 
stated. Lord Hardwicke had for six 
ths united the offices of chief justice 
and chancellor, and during that time sat 
in the Cabinet. ‘There were numerous in- 
stances of judges being privy counsellors; 
there were also instauces of lords chief jus- 
tices executing much higher offices than 
that of Cabinet minister; although, cer- 
tainly, it was not to be expected that many 
antient precedents could be found for their 
having @ Seat among that selection of privy. 
counsellors which had been lately termed 
‘the Cabinet.’ In the 5th of queen Anne, 
abill was passed for regulating the succes- 
sion of the crown, by which lords of regen- 
‘ey were appointed to exercise all regal 
‘functions for the term of six months, or 
yatil George I, or the heirs of the house 
of Hanover, should) come over to this 
country. Among these lords regents. was 
the chief justice. This was certainly a 
ch more executive office than that of a 
abinet minister. A bill of such impor- 
tance did not pass without the most serious 
discussion, and great difference of opinion ; 
hut no one ever thought of objecting to 
the lord chief justice being one of the re- 
gents. Again, in the year 1751, there was 
acouncil of regency appointed by an act of 
parliament, which was much. discussed in 
every stage, and in the discussion of which 
there were several conferences between, the 
two houses. The then lord, chief justice 
was in this instance, also appointed one of 
the regents, without the slightest objection 
having been. made. on account of his office. 
appeared, to him to be very strong 
precedents indeed. There had been two 
instances.of lords.chief justices having been 
% regents. appointed. to. exercise. the func- 
tions of royalty: there were the.precedents 
flord Mansfield and: lord Hardwicke, who 
‘Wiually did sit in the Cabinet, when they 
held the office of chief justice, and there 
Were innumerable instances of judges ha- 
Ving been. also, privy counsellors, There 
lad been in modern times some change in 
the privy council. Their proceedings were 
tow of a more, public.nature, and. not con- 
Reeted so much as they, had. been informer 
Mines, with the arcana of government. 





He believed it would be very hard for any 
noble lord to point out by the constitution, 
any difference between a privy counsellor 
and a member of the Cabinet. The oath 
of a privy counsellor went to every thing 
which now concerns principally the mem- 
bers of the Cabinet. The privy cour- 
sellor’s oath, was, ‘ to advise for the king’s 
honour and for the good of the people, to 
keep secret his majesty’s counsels, and to 
help, strengthen, and assist every measure 
that should be therein resolved, to enquire 
into all offences against the crown and the 
government, and to commit the offenders 
to prison, in order that they might be 
brought to trial.’ This, which was the 
oath of the privy counsellor, differed scarce 
any thing from what was now the. office of 
that select number of the privy. council 
called the Cabinet. What was now done 
by the Cabinet, was formerly done in the 
privy council, and the many judges who, 
had been of the privy council were there- 
fore then bound to, commit offenders te 
prison, who afterwards perhaps were 
brought to trial before themselves. The 
noble and. learned lord (Eldop), had said, 
that although in the cases where he. re= 
commended prosecutions there was-a con- 
spiracy, net only. against the existing go- 
vernment, but against alt government, yet 
that he could conceive a case wherein the 
Cabinet might order a prosecution, for a 
libel against the ministers, and in such, 
case. it would, come to be tried before a 
chief. justice, who was himself one of them. 
it would be as natural a, case to suppose 
a libel against the privy council, which 
might be deemed. a proper subject for pro- 
secution. The same reason then which, 
would prevent a judge. from, having a seag. 
in the Cabinet should also prevent hing 
from being a privy conusellor, but he would: 
venture to say, that the: objection had 
never been made before the: present day. 
It was allowed, however, that the appoint- 
ment was; not illegal, and therefore. it- did 
appear. to. him that merely to, say it wag, 
inexpedient, appeared something like a pere 
sonal objection. If the thing was impro- 
per in principle, a bill should be brought 
in to prevent it for the future ; but for. bis. 
own part, he saw no. inexpediency, and 
could perceive no other consequence likely 
to follow from the adoption of the motion, 
but the loss, of the great talents of the. 
noble. and. learned lord whose appointment 
was. the subject of the present discussion, 
He was not, however, much. afraid. ef the 
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public mind being much agitated or alarm- 
ed, with respect to the determination of 
the present question. The country was 
very lately in considerable alarm respect- 
ing its most important interests, but that 
alarm had considerably diminished, and in 
a very few days he was sure would disap- 
pear, and give place to the confidence that 
was due to that assemblage of talents and 
virtue which his majesty had united in ad- 
ministration. The people of this country 
were not attached to new theories and in- 
novations, but were contented to preserve 
their excellent constitution in the state 
they found it before the present question ; 
he was convinced the general feeling was 
Satisfactiun at finding a man of such great 
abilities as lord Ellenborough called to his 
majesty’s councils. The noble and learned 
Jord (Eldon) had said, that he was perfect- 
ly convinced that the possessing a seat in 
the Cabinet would not at all influence the 
judicial conduct of the chief justice: he 
felt convinced that the people at large were 
of the same opinion, and that the adminis- 
tration of justice under him would not 
only be pure, but above all suspicion. The 
people knew well, that a judge exercised 
his functions under the eye of public ob- 
servation. He could not lift up kis eyes 
and look in the face the jury and the re- 
spectable and eminent men in the profes- 
sion of the law, if he was not conscious of 
the most perfect purity in’ his motives. 
This public observation was a most whole- 
some and salutary check and controul over 
the judges and all the magistrates of the 
land. Although the chief justice might 
have many political adversaries, he did 
not believe there were any who could rea- 
sonably entertain a doubt or suspicion of 
his being influenced in his functions as a 
judge, by his political situation or connec- 
tions. Of the many great men who had 
presided in the court of chancery, lord 
Somers, lord Hardwicke, lord Thurlow, 
and the noble and learned lord (Eldon), he 
never had heard the slightest suspicion 
thrown out that their conduct in their 
legal capacity was at all influenced by their 
political connections. And yet, it appear- 
ed to him, that the situation of lord chan- 
cellor was much more dependent upon the 
crown than that of lord chief justice. The 
lord chancellor could be removed at plea- 
sure. The situation of lord chief justice 
was for life. Besides, that the lord chief 
justice decided instantly the cases that 
came before him, there was no opportu- 


nity for private communications being 
made to influence his determination. He 
was bound to determine by a precise rule, 
the lex scripta ; whereas the lord chancellor’ 
must determine, in a great measure, by’ 
the general principles of equity which were 
in his own breast. If, therefore, it were 
to be put entirely as a question of expe. 
dience, ke could see no reason why it was 
more inexpedient, generally speaking, that 
a lord chief justice should have a seat in’ 
the Cabinet, than that the lord chancellor 
should sit there. For these reasons he 
felt a perfect conviction in his mind; that 
the motion could produce no beneficial 
efiect ; but that it would only tend to pre. 
clude his majesty from calling to his coun 
cil, many men of great abilities, and to 
diminish the number of those who might 


naturally be looked to for advice and as- 


sistance. The noble lord concluded by 
declaring, that, under these impressions, he 
felt it his duty to give his negative to the 
motion. 4 
Lord Mulgrave professed to feel a high 
respect for the character of the noble and 
learned lord (Ellenborough) in his judicial’ 
capacity, but disapproved of the idea of 
uniting in the.same person the very differ. 
ent characters of minister of state and’ 
judge in acriminal court. He would by 
no means wish to agitate this or any other 
question with a view of diminishing the 
confidence that he thought it necessary 
the present government should have in 
the actual: circumstances of affairs. For 
his part, he felt ho want of confidence, or 
jealousy of the present government, when 
he saw the noble lord (Grenville) at the 
head of it. There were parts of the ad- 
ministration which, if they stood alone, 
would not have obtained his confidence, 
but, united as they were, he saw no rea- 
sonable ground for jealousy or distrust. 
As to the word “Cabinet,” although it 
might have been but lately introduced, 
still it was a term that was generally un- 
derstood, not only in this country but all” 
over Europe. The members of the Cabi- 
net were considered the responsible adv 
sers of the crown, and the lord chief justice, 
iu that capacity, might be brought to that” 
bar and: impeached, when his presence 
might be necessary in the King’s Bench in 
his judicial capacity. As a minister, his: 
majesty might, be addressed to remove him 
from his presence and councils for ever, 
yet, as lord ehief justice, his majesty could 
not remove him, as long as in his judi 
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capacity he should conduct himself with- 
gat reproach. It was for these reasons 
that it appeared to him generally inexpe- 
dient that a lord chief justice should be 
called to a seat in the Cabinet. As to 
Jord Ellenborough, personally, he had a 

t respect for his character as a judge, 
pat he did not know what great service 
was to be expected from him in the Ca- 
pinet. As to his knowledge or experience 
asto matters in law (great as it undoubt- 
edly was), yet the government did not 

ear particularly to be in need of that 

ladvice, when they had a lord chan- 
cellor who had such extensive experience 
of the law, and when they could be as- 
sisted by the advice of the attorney-general 
and of the solicitor-general (Mr. Romilly), 
who had perhaps as much experience in 
equity as the lord chancellor had in the 
courts of law. As to general politics, it 
could not be supposed that lord Ellen- 
borough had more knowledge of the sub- 
ject than any other inan in the kingdom, of 
scultivated mine. His professional habits 
must have prevented him from giving as 
much attention to these subjects as other 
persons; and, in point of fact, while he 
had been in parliament, whether as at- 
torney-general in the lower house, of as a 
peer in that house, he had taken very little 
share in questions of general politics. He 
therefore could not see what necessity there 
was for giving him a place in the Cabinet. 
—But, in truth, the situation of a Cabinet 
minister, was totally incompatible with that 
of chief justice ; since, to mix with the pro- 
visions, enquiries, and directious for a pro- 
secution, was inconsistent with the unpre- 
judiced trial afterwards. It was, for in- 
Stance, not unusual for the Cabinet to 
order the trial of persons for, libels on 
foreign princes ; what would be the conse- 
quence, in that case, of a trial before such 
apolitical judge? If on the conviction of 
some such writer, the judge were to pass a 
severe sentence upon him, might not the 
public justly complain that he was sacri- 
fied to the political motive of standing 
well with such foreign prince? And if, on 
thecontrary, a lenient sentence was pro- 
tounced, might not the prince ascribe the 
@itumstance to the government with 
which he was politically connected? A 
dlief justice of the King’s Bench held his 
situation independent of the pleasure of 
the crown; not so a member of the Ca- 











timet. In every way, therefore, it was an 
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pointment which he could not sanction | 





with his approbation, and he should cer- 
tainly vote for the motion of the noble earl. 

The Earl of Carnarvon had not heard an 
argument that tended even to stagger bis 
mind on the propriety of the appointment. 
He considered the motion as a thing un- 
precedented in British history. It was a 
direct attack on the king’s prerogative, and 
went to take from his majesty his undoubt- 
ed right of calling to his confidential coun- 
cils the person of whom he approved. It 
differed materially from a motion for an ad- 
dress to remove ministers whose measures 
were disapproved of; since here the per= 
son alluded to had only been appointed a 
few days, and no allegation was made a- 
gainst his general character. It was a cu- 
rious reason, that, because he was called 
to the committee of privy council called 
the Cabinet, he was less fit to discharge 
the office of Judge. All state trials were 
ordered in the privy council; and, from 
time immemorial, the chief justice of the 
King’s Bench had been a member of the 
privy council. He said they would find 
upon reference to our history, from the 
earliest periods, that the chief justices had 
been consulted as statesmen. They must 
not take it from the revolution only, for 
our constitution, in this respect, was long 
antecedent to that epoch; and it was full 
of instances of this kind. He animadvert- 
ed on the passages'in Montesquieu and 
Blackstone, and contended that they must 
not take the mere theories of writers, a- 
gainst the invariable practice of the go- 
vernment. 

Lord Eldon, in explanation; stated that 
he did not say that be would bave advised 
the noble and learned lord to have de- 
clined the appointment to a situation in 
the Cabinet, but that he would have re- 
commended him to re-consider the pro- 
position. 

Lord Hawkesbury said, that the impor- 
tance of the subject compelled him to ob- 
trude himself upon their lordships. No 
question more interesting cculd have been 
offered to their lordships, not merely on 
account of its connection with the lives 
and liberties of the people of this country, 
but it was important also in another pomt 
of view. It was one which vitally toucked 
the very essence of the constitution. Re- 
fore he addressed himself to the questicn, 
he would take an opportunity of deciaring, 
that he, did not yield to any one in that 
house in personal respect towards the 
noble and learned lord against the cxje- 

T 


| 
' 


5 
es 


975} PARL. DEBATES, Manz.3, 1806.—Ld. Eillenborongh’s Seat in the Cabinet, (206 


diency of whose appointment the motion 
of his noble friend was directed. Looking 
at the question as a question applying to 
Iord Ellenborough, he would say that no- 
thing would afford him more pleasure than 
to see lord Elienborough, as lord Ellen- 
borough, a member of the Cabinet, though 
he could not bring himself to approve of 
his being there as chief justice of the 
King’s Bench. He had the honour and 
happiness. of knowing that noble and 
learned lord well; on many great points 
he knew that their opinions concurred. 
In the present administration, to.which, 
whatever might be thought, he had no 
hostile disposition, there were many of 
the appointinents which he approved, and 
into which he should have considered the 
introduction of lord Ellenborough, were 
it not for his situation, as an arrangement 
highly desirable. He was persuaded, that 
while that noble and learned lord made 
part of the administration, that he would 
never allow the principles for which they 
had jointly contended, to be beaten down. 
The question to his understanding might 
be considered in three points of view ; 
either as relating to the constitution; as 
it respected the particular instance; or as 
the arguments drawn from analogy applied 
to it. He would not look to any foreign 
writer for the principles of the British con- 
stitution; but upon the general principles 
of liberty, he could have no objection to 
consult so eminent a writer as baron Mon- 
tesquieu. What was his opinion upon the 
division of political power ina state? 
It was this, that it was more advisable that 
the judicial power should be separated 
from the executive, than that the legis- 
Jative authority should be distinct from 
the executive. Such too was the opinion 
of that admirable writer judge Blackstone. 
For himself, he was not such an extravagant 
theorisj, as to wish to push principles be- 
-yond practical utility. ‘The course which 
a wise legislator would adopt, would be 
to make the exceptions to his general 
principle, not as numerous, but as few as 
possible. In his conception, there could 
be no union more dangerous, than that of 
a judge and a minister‘of state; and such, 
to all intents and purposes, was the pre- 
sent chief justice of the King’s Bench. 
He was, and of necessity must be, identi- 
fied with those who constituted what. was 
called the government, in danger of be- 
coming a party to all their passions and 
prejudices; and giving him, as he did, 
3 





full credit for the utmost purity, it wap 
impossible, that, in questions betwegg 
government and individuals, he could be 
considered as an unbiassed judge. 

pose the case ofa libel published against the 
administration of the country of which he 
made a part, was brought before him; jg 
what an awkward situation would -he by 
placed, sitting in judgment upon an of 
fence actually comniitted against himself} 
In cases of riot too, arising from the dean 
ness of provisions, and to suppress. whigh, 
government might possibly have recoume 
to strong measures of authority; was it 
advisable that one of the Cabinet ministers 
should be sitting as judge to try the pen 
sons who sheuld be found offending 
against the laws applicable to such com 
travention? His noble friend had stated, 
and truly stated, that there was but om 


instance since the revolution, of a common. 


law judge acting as a Cabinet minister, 
Why did be begin his. researches from the 
revolution, but for this reason, that it wag 
epnly from that period that the indepen 
deuce of the judges commenced? In that 
period there was only the solitary instance 
of lord Mansfield, for he could not consider 
lord Hardwicke’s case as a fair precedent, 


filling as he did, for certain reasons @| 


weight at the time, the offices of chancellor 
and chief justice together. Wath respett 
to the particular case, if there bad existed 
any circumstances which made it neces 
sary, and such he would admit mightexst, 
to call lord -Ellenborough to the Cabinet, 
their lordships would.not have heard of 
the present motion. The case of a lon 
chancellor having a seat in the, Cabinet 
bore no analogy whatever to that of a chid 
justice, for the jurisdiction of the forme 
in.no degree-applied te criminal law.’ The 
chancellor was removable at pleasure, be 
cause he was a Cabinet minister; neither 
ihe judges nor the master of the rolls, were, 
because it was not intended that they 
should ever become responsible advises 
of the crown. With regard to the amgie 
ments drawn from the two regencies, & 
would observe, that one of them was nest 
acted upon, and the other only for ashett 
time.- A noble and learned friend of ts 
who spoke eafly in the debate, allowed 
that it was neither illegal nor unconstii 
tional. He, knew how difficult it was, wh 
gnce you admitted that a thing wasat 
illegal, to prove that. it was unconsti® 
tional; but he would contend, that the ap 
pointment of the chief justice of the Kings 
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Bench, of a common law judge to a seat 
inthe Cabinet, was not congenial with the 
pore’ principles and practice of the consti- 
tution. He should be sorry to see that 
ct which was due to the sacred cha- 
racter of a judge, diminished by such an 
jpnovation upou the constitution. What- 
ever might be the decision of that house, 
itcould not be concealed that the general 
feeling of the country was against the ap- 
pointment. 
_ Lord Holland replied to the different 
jords who had supported the motion. He 
gaid, that a most artful attempt had been 
made to confound things whieh were in 
their. nature ‘separate; and to separate 
those which were in truth the same. It 
had been ingeniously attempted to make 
an active, ostensible mivister of the king, 
and a person merely sumnoned to a com~ 
mittee of the privy-council, one and the 
same thing, though nothing could be more 
separate and distinct. And next, it .was 
attempted to make a member of such comn- 
mittee and a member of the privy council 
separate and distinct characters, though 
they were really one and the same. The 
artful meaning of this was, to fabricate a 
supposed responsibility which did not exist 
énd was not known to the constitution. 
It was to endeavour to make a mere con- 
fidential counsellor of the king responsible 
equally with an actual, efficient, ostensible 
Minister, in a particular department. The 
tonstitution knew no such thing; no mea- 
sure could take place, no act could be 
done but there was one active responsible 
person to whom parliament and the coun- 
try had to look for it, and who must answer 
for it if wrong. This might suit some of 
the members of the late unfortunate admi- 
Ristration, but it would not pass; and let 
not the noble earl (Mulgrave) imagine 
that such a subterfuge could avail. Ifa 
majority of the other bouse of parliament, 
for instance, were to bring up articles of 
impeachment against the rash, unprovoked, 
injurious publication of treaties, letters, 
aod papers, by which the good faith of the 
eountry was violated, its honour and repu- 
tation tarnished, and by which it was like- 
_ lyto be for ever cut off from all confidence, 
communication, or correspondence, with 
any other country in the universe: by 
which too its friends and allies, those 
who had been drawn in to make common 
cause with us, were to be ruined and un- 
done ; by which our and their implacable 
tnemy was to be furnished with arguments 





for completing their ruin ; as, for instance, 
by the mention of Naples, to furnish Bona- 
parte with the proof that that unfortunate 
country was, from the beginning, engaged 
on our side. If such articles of impeach- 
ment were to be brought up from the other 
house, do not let the noble Carl fancy, that 
the responsibility could be frittered away, 
by being divided over all the Cabinet of 
which the minister for foreign affairs was a 
member. No; the-house would look to 
the sole and responsible man, recognized 
by the constitution, which abhorred the 
idea of a prime minister. If this were not 
the case; if the individval who not only 
advised, but personally acted on the occa- 
sion, were not responsible in himself, then 
there was an énd to all the securities 
whieh were proffered by our constitution. 
There was also in fact an end to all the 
boasted liberties of the people. It appear- 
ed, according to the opinions expressed by 
some of their lordships, that it was impos- 
sible. for any thing like freedom to exist, 
if the judicial and executive authorities 
were in any degree united. Their sepa- 
ration, it had been observed, was attended 
to even in Turkey. He acknowledged 
that he never had heard of Turkish judges 
being employed on a diplomatic mission, 
though an instance of that kind had occur- 
red in a country whose constitution, in 
many respects, resembled our own. Mr, 
Jay, who concluded the treaty between 
this country and the united states, was, he 
beheved, a chief justice ; of course, if the 
doctrine laid down by the noble lord op- 
posite to him was true, Turkey was a land 
of liberty, and the government of the uni- 
ted states one of the most despotic in the 
world. Lord Mansfield sat in the same 
Cabinet with the late earl of Chatham, but it 
appeared that noble lords on the othet 
side were become so delicate, that they 
could not now stemach what that great 
man thought perfectly consistent with the 
constitution. It was said that regency 
acts did not afford precedents in point, as 
they were passed on extraordinaty occa- 
siens, and intended for only short periods. 
The last bill of that kind, however, which 
passed, was in contemplation of a minority 
which might have continued for 15 or 16 
years. The noblelord, then, must suppose 
that the present administration would last 
longer than that period, and he was happy 
to draw from his opinion so favourable an 
omen..of its duration. . From some opi- 
nions which had been declared on this 
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question, he was at a loss to conjecture what 
idea some noble lords had formed respect- 
ing the judges of the kingdom. It ap- 
peared to be their wish that persons in that 
situation should have no relations with 
the rest of society; that they should have 
no friends, no children, and be divested of 
all the feelings common to human nature. 
The house would recollect that the lord 
justice-general of Scotland was a member 
of the late administration. The present 
lord justice Clerk in that country was a 
colonel of a volunteer corps, and so far 
was he from thinking that association of 
offices improper, ,that he avowed it on the 
bench: and when a case came before him, 
in which two persons belonging to his own 
regiment were parties, he intimated to 
them to call. on him privately, and he 
would settle their difierence, . It appeared 
that. learned lord had no desire to keep 
distinct the military and judicial character, 
though that was a separation partieularly 
insisted upon by lord chief justice Holt, 
whose authority had been so much relied 
on hy the noble lords on the other side. 
It seemed to be made « great objection to 
the present administration, that a seat in 
the Cabinet should be occupied by a noble 
and learned lord, who held no office in 
the..executive government. This objec- 
tion would, however, apply with at least 
as niuch force to the late administration. 
lad he gone round that Cabinet, and asked 
each of the members that composed it, 
what they did in the government? he be- 
lieved that very few of them would have 
been able to give an answer to the question. 
Whether their lordships looked across the 
Atlantic,. or considered the situation of 
the continent, they would perceive every 
where melancholy proofs of the*conse- 
queuces of the rash and intemperate coun- 
cils by which his majesty’s late government 
had been directed. It was therefore abso- 
lutely necessary to call to the administra- 
tion of public affairs men of known inte- 
grity and talent; men capable of forming 
an efficient Cabinet, in which no persons 
should be introduced merely for the pur- 
pose_of filling a chair. 

Lord Mulgrave, in allusion to an obser- 
vation of. the last speaker respecting the 
publication of the treaties with foreign 
powers, said, that he should consider it 
as the .happiest day of his life, when he 
could. meet him on that subject, and chal- 
lenge. him to bring forward a specific mo- 
tion’ on the subject. 





{ Lord Helland said, ‘he neither gave, nog 
would give any pledge of bringing forw 
any such proposition, - “oy 


Lord Grenville said, that person must 


be very confident in bis abilities, who 
could hope to add to the arguments 
which had been advanced in support of 
the appointment against which the motion 
of the noble earl was directed. That ap. 
pointment was no object of trite res 

sibility. If there was any illegality to bg 
discovered in it, if it was found to be un- 
constitutional, if it threw suspicion upon 
the pure administration of justice, it was 
upon the person whe addressed their lords 
ships, that the guilt, if guilt there was at 
tached to it, solely and exclusively rested; 
It was he who counselled it, it was he who 
suggested it, it was he who had given hig 
written advice to his majesty to that effect, 
He was glad that the subject had: been 
submitted to the consideration of parlias 
ment. He had always found, in the course 
of no short official life, that whenever any 
question excited apprehension in the public 
mind, the most advisable course was to 
bring it into speedy discussion. . Much 
pains had been taken, out of that house,to 
impress a conviction that the appointment 
was illegal; a noble and learned lord had 
said that it was not. It was stated to be 
unconstitutional ;. here again the same 
noble lord declared it was not. Thenoble 
and learned lord (Eldon) said thatvhe 
upon the occasion would have acted as 
lord Ellenborough did, and he was persuas 
ded the noble lord would not have acted 
in a manner which he would consider as 
improper. Much stress had been laid ups 
on the opinion of judge Blackstone. Whats 
ever merit might be discoverable: in that 
writer, it could not be denied that many 
of his theories were fanciful and imprac- 
ticable. He would attack the principles 
advanced by the noble lord who had spo 
ken so long and so eloquently, and: assert 
that there was no such distinction to be 
found in the constitution, as that which he 
endeavoured. to maintain. ~ He would 
give but little authority to the wild, the 


order to meet them, it would be necessary 
to abrogate the jurisdiction of that house. 
What do the noble lords say by way of 
answer to the precedents produced ? “Why 
this; the case of lord Mansfield was one 
innovation upon the constitutian, let as 
not have a second. From the earliest 





periods of our history it would be found 


beautiful theories of Blackstone, for, i 
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that legal persons have been called to the 
councils of the reigning sovereign. The 
grand justiciary formerly was the first mi- 
nister. His lordship then examined, the 

dents of sir Edward Coke, of sir W. 
femple, of the regency of queen Anne, 
charged with no light matter, the settle- 
ment of the political succession to the 
crown. Of that regency were both the 
chief justices members; and if seditions 
had taken place, if libels had been pub- 
lished tending to obstruct that settlement, 


_ the offenders must have been tried before 


one of those judges, if he did his duty.— 
With respect to the instance of lord Mans- 
field, he would say a few words, He never 
could have thought, that it would have 
become his duty to defend the memory of 
Jord Mausfield against the reflection which 
had been thrown upon it, that his character 
forthe administration of justice had suf- 
fered during a certain period of his life. 
His lordship here read several passages 
from the speech of lord Mansfield, upon 
the motion brought forward against him 
inthe year’ 1775.‘ The charge then was, 
not that he was at the same time chief 
justice andi a Cabinet minister, but that 


long after he had ceased to have a seat in, 


the Cabinet, he continued to be one ofthe 
secret advisers of his majesty. His lord- 
ship next observed upon the cases of chief 
justices Holt, Lee, Mansfield, Kenyon, the 
last of whom, it was said, was only occa- 
sionally called to the council. There was 
nothing, he said, which should prevent 
afirm and upright judge from doing his 
duty, both as the head of: the criminal ju- 
dicial: power, and as one of his majesty’s 
Cabinet council. He cited from a minute 
ofthe council, a precedent, on the 9th of 
June, 1780, when chief justice Wedder- 
burn attended it to enquire into the cause 
of the late riots, was. one of the sub-com- 
mittee which collected the evidence, and 
feported-upon it to his majesty, and after- 
wards was one of the commission which 
sat in the Borough for the trial of the 
foters.—Elaving pointed out a variety of 
lmstances in which judges had attended 
the Cabinet council, his lordship observed, 
that the answer given to these instances 
Was very extraordinary. It was said, that 


he judges whose names had been men- 
tioned, had only attended the Cabinet 
eccasionally, and that therefore their cases 
afiorded no precedent. But it was maui- 
fest, that to them the objection urged by 
the noble lord ‘would most particularly 


= 





apply, since they had attended the council 
for the express purpose of examining per- 
sons who might afterwards be tried before 
them. If the noble lords who supported 
the motion were serious, they would carry 
it a little farther, and propose to resolve 
that it is inexpedient for his majesty to 
appoint any minister but with the consent 
of parliament. He certainly never expect= 
ed to have such a subversion of the royal 
prerogative attempted. If a motion of 
this kind were to be carried, the consti-= 
tution could not exist for six months 
after it. He therefore hoped that their 
lordships would never allow it to finda 
place on their journals. It was worthy 
of remark, that the noble and learned lord, 
whose situation had given rise to this dise 
cussion, had been himself called upon to 
advise his majesty, through the means of 
persons who now supported this motion, 
After having advised his majesty to make 
him lord chief justice of the court of King’s 
Bench, they advised that he should be 
called to a seat in that house, the great 
council of the nation. The patent by 
which he was so called stated expressly, 
that he was to advise bis majesty on the 
arduous concerns of his reign, and the 
great dangers thereon impending. ~He had 
no difficulty in declaring the motives which 
induced him to advise his majesty to call 
the noble and learned lord to his councils, 
He knew him be a man possessing a great 
mind, and whose services the situation of 
the country demanded ; he knew him to be 
a man of a firm mind, such as the times ree 
quired. He knew him to be a man of the 
greatest purity and integrity, and thefefore 
calculated to do credit to the government. 
Instead of entertaining an opinion similar 
to that of the noble lord (Mulgrave) he 
thought that no better proof could be af- 
forded of the determination of his majesty’s 
ministers to act according to the laws of 
the land, than placing in the Cabinet a man 
deeply versed in those laws, and who 
could have no temptation from the. exe 
pectation of any emolument. His lord- 
ship declared, that he therefore should not 
repent of having given a written advice to 
his majesty to call the noble and learned 
lord to his councils, . He was also convin« 
ced that the noble lord himself would not 
repent his having taken on himself a labo- 
rious occupation, when his efforts were to 
be directed to the great purpose of rescuing 
his country from a situation of great diff- 
culty and peril. Under these circum- 
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stances he was confident that nothing but 
good could result from the advice which 
he-had thought it his duty to give to his 
thajesty. . : 

The Lerd Chancellor left the woolsack 
pod spoke against the motion. He thought 
i could: not tie uttended with any solid 

His majesty had been pleased to 
call the noble and learned Jord to the most 
honourable situation; and from his long 
knowledge of the cliaracter, condact, and 
capacity of his noble and learned friend, 
who was a sound constitutional lawyer, no 
man was better entitled to the honours 
bestowed on -him in: his various appoint- 
ments. of chief justice, privy counsellor, 
and member of the Cabinet. If those who 
differed from bim on the occasion, persisted 
in their opposition, the burthen lay upon 
them to prove that his last appointment 
was either illegal or unconstitutional. 
The appointment now challenged had: been 
known as the practice of the antient. con- 
stitution, Why should his majesty be 
prevented from the free exercise of his 

rogative, in calling to his councils or his 
yabinet any man in whose abilities he re- 
posed, particular confidence? But not to 
eal] into his majesty’s Cabinet or councils 
& nobleman whose knowledge of the law of 
the land, and of the constitution of the 
tountry, was in every degree fully admit- 
fed, would be an absurd infringement of 
his majesty’s prerogative. The ~ motion 
should have his decided negative, for he 
would never lightly consent to alter any 
part. of the ancient constitution of. this 
eountry. The scenes which had been ex- 
hibited on the continent, afforded a terrible 
example of the mischief which was likely 
to result from any‘attempts to introduce 
seform founded on theory and speculation, 





It was the peculiar advantage of the Bri- 


tish constitution, that it had been formed 
gradually,. that it was the creature of time 
and circumstances, not the offspring of any 
theory. The noble and learned lord then 
dwelt upon the very honourable situation 
which he so unworthily occupied in that 
house; but, notwithstanding his present 
elevation, he declared that he would never 
forget his duty to the people, whose partia- 
lity he had so long and so happily expe- 
rienced—He would never forget the active 
and successful part which he had always 
taken in support of the trial by jury. These 
facts, honourable »to bis individual recol- 
lection, induced him to declare, that if he 
saw. any danger from. the. appointment of 
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lord Elletiborough to aseat in. the Cabinet, 
he ‘would have thought it his duty to hays 


opposed bim. Referring to the chata 

and conduct of the late lord Mansfield; he 
bestowed on that great man the warmest 
panegyric; and noticed, with particula 
pleasure, the honour he had in presenting 
to his lordship an address from the bar, oq 
his retirement from the seat on the bench 
which he had so honourably and so nobly 
tilled for a series of years.——The questiog 
was then called for, when the motion wag 
negatived withuut a. division, and, aboy 
one o'clock, the house adjourned. 4 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, March 3. 
[Minurzs.] Mr. Hurst presented 4 
petition from the debtors confined. in thé 
gaol of Horsham in Sussex.—Mr. Sheris 
dan, col. M‘Mahon, Mr. Courtenay, and 


admiral Markham, took. the oaths «and- 


their seats, on their re-election.—Thé she 
rifis of London ‘presented at the bar ape 
tition from the lord mayor, aldermen, and 
commons of the city of London, in com 
mon council assembled, relative to the en 
largement of Smithfield Market. Referred 
to a committee.——-Mr. Whitbread said, ‘he 
was. desired by the committee, of which 
he diad been appointed chairman, to give 
notice, that he should to»merrow makea 
special communication to the iouse on the 
subject of the impeachment of lord Mel 
ville—It was ordered, on thé motion of 
Mr. Foydeli, that there be laid before the 
house an account of all the woo}; woolfellg 
&¢. imported mto England for the last @% 
years, distinguishing the quantity imported 
from the United States.—The Greenland 
whale-fisbery bill was read.a second time; to 
be committed to-morrow.—The qualifies 
tion indemnity bill was read a third time, 
and passed.-On the motion of Mr.Vam 
sittart, pursuant to notice, the house went 
into a committee on the Irish revenue acts, 
In the committee a resolution was 

to for continuing the duties granted to the 
25th of this month for atime to be limited, 
The house having been resumed, there 
port was ordered to be received to-mor 
row.—Mr,. Alexander brought up these 
port of the conimittee on expiring laws 
The resolutions were severally agreed, 
and it was ordered to be an instruction 
the committee appointed to prepare thees 
piring laws bill, to make provision theréis 
pursuant thereto.—The order of the, 

the house going into.a committee of supplf 


* 
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deing read:—Sir P. Stephens moved, that 
the estimates for the navy and, transport 
service, presented in Jan. last, be referred 
to the said committee, which was ordered. 
~The house then resolved into the com- 
mittee, when the different estimates were 
moved, and the report ordered to be re- 
geived to-morrow. 
_ fArrairs oF Inp1a.} Mr. Meux, from 
the oflice of the commissioners for the 
afairs of India, presented at the bar the 
gers moved for by Mr. Paull, on the 
a5th and 28th of June, 1805. Ordered to 
jieon the table, and, on the motion of Mr. 
Paull, to be printed. 
. Lord Temple.said, he had no objection 
to the papers being printed, voluminous as 
they were. It was a subject of high im- 
tance, and every mewber should be 
enabled to consider. it with mature deli- 
beration. As the hon. gent. had, how- 
ever, professed that. he had moved for 
these papers with a view of grounding a 
charge against marquis Wellesley, he 
hoped he would not fail to bring it forward, 
gs it was of the utmost consequence to the 
honour and character of his noble. friend, 
that, after what had been. suggested, a full 
and fair enquiry should take place. The 
hon. gent. had said, these were all the pa- 
pers he intended to move for on that sub- 
ject. He would, therefore, request of the 
fon, gent. to say, when he intended: to 
bring forward his motion. 
Mr, Paull said, it was now upwards of 
9 months since he had moved for some of 
these papers, and they were but just fur- 
nished to the house. As.soon as he had 
leisure to peruse them, so as to’ arrange.the 
matter on which to ground his motion, he 
should certainly bring it forward, and sub- 
mit certain resolutions respecting the con- 
duct of the governor-general to the cousi- 
deration of the house.—All the papers were 
ordered to be. printed. 
. {Arrairs or Inp1a.] Mr. Alderman 
Prinsep. stated, that in. compliance with 
the suggestion of a right hon. member 
{Mr. H. Addington, see: p. 242.) he had 
the other day consented to omit the word 
*bullion,” out of a motion which was 
then agreed to, not. being. aware that he 
thereby, as. he now found, destroyed. the 
object of his own motion, He. therefore 
Moved, that the, order. be read. and dis- 
tharged, for the purpose. of having one 
@ataining the word bullion substituted 
ip its place.—The order. was accordingly 
Gscharged; and: on. the. question being 
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put, for the insertion of the word“? bub 
lion,” a 
Mr. Huddlestone objected’ to it, onthe 
ground, thatthe account was a detaibof 
commercial concerns, which he did not 
think was proper to be made known. He 
was unavoidably absent, on the day whea 
the hon. alderman brought forward’ his 
motion, or he should then have opposed 
it.—The hon. gent. said, that the evils 
which now oppressed the East-India com=- 
pany, were not imputable to the directors, 

Mr. Alderman Prinsep appealed to the 
candour of the hon. direetor, whether it 
were a fair proceeding to object to the 
amendment of adding a single word toa 
motion, which had already received the 
sanction of the house, and to which no ob= 
jection had: been made, previous to the 
order being discharged ? 

Mr. H. Addington said, the word * bul 
lion” was in the original motion, and) the 
hon, alderman had agreed to its being 
struck out, on his suggestion to the hon, 
alderman that it was unnecessary. If} 
however, the hon, alderman now thought 
that the purposes of his motion would be 
better answered by the “* bullion”’ being 
again inserted, he saw no reason why it 
should be objected to.—The. amendment 
was agreed to. 

[Lonp ELLENBoRovGeH’s SEAT IN THRE 
Casinet.}] Mr. Spencer Stanhope saids 
that though he had had-the honour. ofa 
seat in many parliaments, had. been a con- 
stant attender, and spent many of the best 
hours of his. life in that house, yet hefelt 
himself at that moment in a situation 
novel and embarrassing to himself, and 
beyond his abilities to. fill adequately: “A 
train of circumstances wholly casual had 
led him to be the mover of a question éf 
high constitutional importance. Had be 
considered it at all in the light of an op- 
position question, he certainly would not 
have been the mover.of it; he thought it 
much more ‘of the nature of an election 
petition, .denying: the: eligibility of the 
lord chief. justice of. England to‘a-seatia 
the:Cabinet. Had he. meant ‘it‘‘as hostile 
to the present administration, the right hom 
gent opposite: to him.¢ Mr; - Fox) ‘would 
hardly, have: been the: first to whom he 
communicated it; which in: truth he was: 
The proposition -he meaat to conchidé 
with, he should: lave been ready at*any 
time and under any administratiof-to supe 
port. Jf the late minister had’called+the 
late lord Kenyon to, a seatin- the Cabinet, 
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and the right hon. gent. had then objected 
to the measure, he would have found him 
amongst the readiest of his supporters. It 
‘was even friendly to the administration in 
two different ways; if his arguments pre- 
vailed and the chief justice no longer re- 
mained a Cabinet minister, he thought 
that, notwithstanding that noble lord’s ac- 
knowledged abilities, the Cabinet would 
be more popular throughout the nation; if 
they did not prevail, at least it afforded to 
the right hon. gent. an opportunity of re- 
moving those objections which had made so 
strong an impression on the public mind. 
To destroy all possible suspicion of this 
being thie commencement of an opposition 
to an administration which had not yet 
had time to do any one act, he thought it 
' fit thus publicly to declare, that if he had 
the honour at this moment to be called 
into the royal closet to be consulted on the 
propriety of removing from office all who 
had been just appointed, he should most 
earnestly disadvise any such measure, This 
declaration was probably the only mode 
in which so unimportant an individual 
as himself could ever offer any advice to 
his sovereign, but he would take the liberty 
of using this opportunity of giving some 
advice also to the right hon. gent. oppo- 
site. If that right hon. gent. preferred the 
character of the leader of a party to that 
of the ruler of a nation, if he could not re- 
collect with a view to imitate the noble 
saying of Louis the 12th gf France, “ that 
a king of France should not remember the 
quarrels of a duke of Orleans,” if at the 
very moment he was calling for an oblivion 
of past causes of difference, he went out of 
his way to declare that he himself retained 
every sentiment he had ever uttered, even 
‘when he could not but know that in some 
of them a vast majority of this house and 
of the country were against him, I will 
with confidence foretell, that his adminis- 
tration will not be such as the times de- 
mand; that it will neither be honourable 
to himself nor beneficial to his country, 
nor yet of long duration.—I come now to 
the argument on which I mean to found 
my motion, and request that the king’s 
speech at the beginning of his reign re- 
specting the independence of the judges, 
and the act passed in consequence af it, 
may be entered as read. On this ground, 
I, take my stand; here I find the great 
principle. recorded and enacted, that the 
judges should be independent, and their 
independence made permanent, What- 


ever tends to lessen that independence, tg 
render any situation a judge may hold legs 
permanent, is a breach of the spirit of that 
law. Such I affirm a seat im the king's 
executive council to be; it is @ station of 
the highest honour that a subject can at. 
tain, and he holds it only during pleasure, 
I envy not the feelings of those who ma 

think that there being in this case novsas 
lary annexed can make the smallest dift 
ference in the argument ; money is so far 
from being the only inducement to influ: 
euce a generous mind, that it is almost the 
lowest. I am sure the right hon, gent, 
opposite would not exchange his situation 
in the Cabinet for a salary ten times the 
amount of what he now receives. It hag 
been alledged, that it would be a limita- 
tion of the royal prerogative to prevent 
the crown from consulting in Cabinet 
with any privy counsellor it may chuse; 
to this I reply, with, all or any excepta 
judge at common law. By making a man 
a judge he becomes essentially disqualified 
from being a party or adviser in prosecus 
tions. A judge should not only be above 
all bias, but above all suspicion of bias, 
How is that possible, if be is in the situa 
tion both of party in council and judge in 
court? It is a pitiful subterfuge to say, 
that in such cases he may withdraw or res 
fuse to attend the Cabinet. What security 
can we have? What knowledge can: the 
culprit have that he has so done? Butif 
he were, still the partners of the firm re- 
main. It would be a good cause of chal 
lenge against him as a common jurymans 
and, is it to be endured, that a judge should 
be allowed to try a cause upon the bench, 
which he would be disqualified to decide 
upon in the jury-box? Besides, sir, as a Cas 
binet counsellor, he would sit in a different 
situation from the rest of the board ; though 
he should incur the censure of this house 
by his conduct there, he would still remain 
the lord chief justice of England. Would 
that be fitting? Would it further the ends 
of justice? Would it not be a monstrous 
incongruity, that a man condemned by the 
declared voice of parliament, should remain 
at the head of the criminal law of the 
kingdom? Again, sir, though I contend it 
does not limit the prer gative of the 
crown, it does in one sense limit the powers 
of this house. It is not probable that we 
should ever again come to such a resolv 
tion as was passed in the very last sessions 
when we ordered lord Melville to be tried 
in the court of King’s Bench. Had the lord 
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ev'to §f chief justice been then a colleague in Ca- 
dlesg § binet with that noble lord, it could hardly 
fthat § have entered into the mind of a single 
ing's | individual in this house, to have sent him 
on of § tobe tried before one of his colleagues.— 
MD ats Tcome now to what have been mentioned 
sure, fas precedents; but, in the first place, I 
‘may ff protest against all in favour of this ap- 
o-sae ff pointment, which were not distinctly 
difs known to this house, and which were ante- 
o-far 9 cedent to the first of George III. which is 
influ: | the last declaration of parliament proclaim- 
tthe f ing the independence of the Judges.—I 
gent, | will first notice the argument, if such it 
ation |} can be called, that the chief justices have 
s the | more than once been named of councils of 
thas J regency: to this no objection in my opinion 
mitas § cap be made. No person in the state can 
event ff bea fitter member of a regency than the 
binet § lord chief justice of the King’s Bench; 
wusej ff but, surely, it necessarily implies a tem- 
epta § porary suspension of ,his functions as a 
man ' Nor is this my opinion only; I 
lified ] ‘uke it from judge Blackstone, who gives 
secus ff precisely this as the reason why it would 
bove § be wrong for the monarch in person to 
bias, | administer judgment in Westminster-hall ; 
situw namely, that being the prosecutor, he ought 
ze im ff not to be also the judge. I have heard it 
say, rumoured, that lord Holt and lord Hard- 
oT Tes wicke were for a short time in the Cabinet 
urity | atthe time they were chief justices; but 
1 the Ican find no proof whatever of the fact, 
jut if | and certainly none whatever exist of the 
mteé- §} house of commons having any knowledge 
cha ] thereof atthe time. Lord Mansfield, then, 
mans §} remains the only instance that can fairly be 
ould § adduced, and when was that known to 
ench, § either house of parliament? Not till 
ecidé § ten years after he had withdrawn him- 
aCae § slif from that situation, and not till it 
erent §} was charged upon him as matter of blame 
ough | by the tather of the present chancellor 
1ouse § of the exchequer, the late marquis of 
main § Lansdowne. High and splendid as that 
lould | soble lord’s abilities were, there was a 
ends} time when as a constitutional lawyer he 
trous | didnot stand very high in the estimation 
y the Ff of the right hon. gent. opposite to me. 
maim § Afurtherconfirmation of his not being nice 
f the, tpon subjects of this nature is, that he had 
ndit # inthe year 1780 the indelicacy to preside 
the } amthe trial of lord George Gordon, who 
were 7 was charged with heading the very mob 
t We § who burnt lord Mansfield’s house. Why 
i sit that the appointment of chancellor 


be revocable at pleasure? but, 
because he must by his office be necessa- 
tly concerned in affairs ef state. Whence 
Vot. VI. 
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is it that puisny judges never set their 
foot in the court of St. James's, but, be- 
cause they should not only be unbiased 
but unsuspected of being influenced by 
the hope of preferment ?—I come now to 
the precedents on the other side. The evil 
effects of statesmen acting as judges, were 
severely felt in former times in the court of 
Star Chamber, and not less so of judges 
being statesmen in the iniquitous conduct 
of lord chief justice Jefferys. The last 3 
precedent I shall adduce, and the only one 
in which the house of commons has been. 
called upon to declare an opinion on this 
subject, is to be found in the journals of 
the 3d of May, 1782, when the right bon. 
gent. filled the same office he now does. 
An address on that day passed this house to 
his majesty, praying that he would be 
pleased to recall sir Elijah Impey, knight, 
one of the judges of the supreme court of 
judicature, at Fort William in Bengal, to 
answer to the charge of having ac: epted an 
office granted by, and tenable at the plea- 
sure of, the East-India company, which had 
a tendency to create a dependence in the 
said supreme court upon those, over whose 
actions the said court was intended asa 
controul, contrary to the good purposes 
and true intent, and meaning of an act of 
the 13th year of his majesty’s reign. Sir 
Elijah Impey could never be meant te be 
a controul over the servants of the East- 
India company, but wherein they had done 
wrong: and surely, the lord chief justice of 
England has as much controul over all 
wrong-doers in this country, as he could 
have in Bengal.—I will add but one sen- 
tence more of my own: That my objec- 
tion to lord Ellenborough’s remaining in 
the Cabinet, is because he is a judge. Ii he 
were not so, there is not a man in it whom 
I should think more worthily placed there 
than that noble and learned lord. I will 
now read two quotations from authors of 
the highest authority, and then the three 
resolutions which it is my intention to 
move. Mr, Addison says, in one of his pe- 
riodical papers, “ the best law,” (meaning 
the act of King William) “ that ever was 
passed in our days, was that which ton- 
tinues the judges in their posts during their 
good behaviour, without leaving them to 
the mercy of such as might, by an undue 
influence over them, trouble and pervert 
the course of justice.” Judge Blackstone 
says: *‘ In this distinct and separate ex- 
istence of the judicial power in a peculiar 
body of men, nominated indeed but not 
U 
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removable at pleasure by the crown, con- 
sists one main preservative of the public 
liberty; which cannot subsist Jong in any 
state, unless the administration of common 
justice be in some degree separated both 
from the legislative and also from the exe- 
cutive power. Were it joined with the 
legislative; the life, liberty, and property 
ef the subject would be in the hands of 
arbitrary judges, whose decisions would be 
then regulated only by their own opi- 
nionsyand not by any fundamental princi- 
ples of law, which though legislators may 
’ depart from, yet judges are bound to ob- 
serve. Were it joined with the executive, 
this union might soon be an over-balance 
for the legislative. For which reason, by 
. the statute of 16 Car. I. c. 10. which abo- 
lished the court of Star Chamber, effectual 
care is taken to remove all judicial power 
out of the hands of the king’s privy coun- 
cil, who, as then was evident from recent 
instances, might soon be inclined to pro- 
nounce that for law, which was most 
agreeable to the prince or his officers. 
Nothing therefore is more to be avoided 
in a free constitution, than uniting the 
provinces of a judge and a minister of state.” 
The hon. gent. then moved :—First; “‘ That 
it is the opinion of this house, that it is 
highly expedient that the functions of a 
minister of state and of a confidential ad- 
viser of the executive measures of govern- 
ment, should be kept distinct and separate 
from those of a judge at common law.”— 


Second; ‘‘ That it is the opinion of this 
house, that those members of his majesty’s 
most honourable privy council, whom his 


majesty is advised to direct to be habitually 


summoned, and who are so summoned to 
that committee or selection of the said coun- 
cil, which deliberates upon matters of state, 
and » hich is commonly known by the 
name of. the Cabinet council, are, and 
are deemed to be, the confidential minis- 
ters and advisers of the executive measures 
of government.”—Third; ‘‘ That the so 
summoning to the said committee, or Ca- 
binet council, a lord chief justice of Eng- 
‘and, to sit and deliberate as a member of 
the same, is a practice peculiarly inexpe- 
dient and unadvisable, tending to expose 
to suspicion, and bring into disrepute the 
independence and impartiality of the judi- 
cial character, and to render less. satis- 
factory, if not less pure, the administration 
of public justice.”—On the question being 


put on the first resolution, 


_” Mr. Bond, said, if he only rose as the 


friend of the noble lord who was the ob. 
ject of this motion, and he was proud to 
enjoy that honour, he should return hig 
thanks to the hon, gent. who had brought 
the subject forward for discussion. It 
was well known that this subject had un. 
dergone much discussion out of doors, 
where it had not been fairly considered, 
He admitted, that the objection to the ap. 
pointment of his noble friend to the Ca 
binet, was one which was calculated tg 
make an impression on the first view. But 
he hoped to persuade the house before he 
should sit down, that however plausible 
this objection might appear at first, upon 
being thoroughly sifted, it would be found 
to contain nothing real or solid. The ob 
ject of the present motion, was to remove 
the noble person, who was the object of it, 
from the seat he possessed in the Cabinet, 
The whole tenor of the hon. geut.’s speech 
pointed to that end. And at a moment 
of the most unexampled danger and dif- 
ficulty in which the country had ever been 
placed, when it was on all hands admitted, 
that all the wisdom, all the energy, and all 
the talents of the country should be united 
in its service, the first question that was 
brought forward was one for depriving the 
country of the service of a noble lord of 
such high talents, such eminent abili- 
ties, such great experience, and incorrup- 
tible integrity, as were possessed by the 
distinguished personage who was the ob- 
ject of this motion. He admitted, that 
if the noble lord had been called to a situ- 
ation incompatible with his judicial fune 
tions ; if he had been brought into an of 
fice that would impede the impartial ad 
ministration of justice and the laws; if 
such were the case, whatever advantages 
might be derived from his eminent abili- 
ties, he would erather they should all be 
foregone, than that such consequences 
should be produced. He felt, that the 
administration of justice was dne of the 
greatest blessings any country could poe 
sess, and that it was purer in this thanin 
any Other quarter of the globe, He com 
sidered the end as infinitely beyond the 
means, It was the upright administration 
of justice that secured the government aad 
protected the people, and insured to the i 
dividual, who sought wealth in foreign 
climes, the quiet and undisturbed enjoy- 
‘tent of the fruits of his industry on ii 
return to his native land. There would be 
no value in wealth, if the government 
home were weak, and-the channels of jar 
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tice polluted. But he wished the house to 
consider what would be the effect of call- 
ing lord Ellenborough to the Cabinet‘ 
That noble lord was no common person. 
if any man could be independent; if any 
human circumstances could insure inde- 
pendence, that noble lord could not but 
be independent. He had attained the 
highest rank in his profession. He stood 
in that proud, eminent, and exalted situa- 
tion, in which no object could be present- 
edto him to tempt hima to swerve from 
his duty. He was a public character too, 
more under the observation of the public 
than any individual in the nation. All the 
business of his court was public, and there 
was a greater variety of cases submitted to 
its decisions, than to that of any other 
court of justice. He would venture to 
gay, that whilst so high a. sense of moral 
rectitude, whilst so scrupulous a regard to 
justice prevailed in this country, go chief 
justice would ever be found to act unjustly. 
He should be glad to know, what objection 
there could be to the noble lord’s assisting 
at the deliberations of the Cabinet on fo- 
feign affairs, and that council was first 
called the committee for foreign affairs? 
The relations of foreign nations, and of 
this country with them, must in the pre- 
sent state of things, constitute a consider- 
able part of the deliberations of that coun- 
til; and he would be glad to know what 
there was in such- discussions that could 
tempt a judge to swerve from-his duty? It 
was perfectly true, that there might be 
questions relative to sedition, insurrection. 
or treason, brought into discussion in the 
Cabinet, and that, after attending such dis- 
cussion, the chief justice might also have to 
preside a sjudge at the trial of the offenders. 
But what effect would that produce on his 
mind? He desired it to be recollected, that 
ao person was appointed to the place of 
judge, till after a certain time passed in the 
profession, when he had acquired profound 
learning and great experience. Was it like- 
ly that in such a man his principles would 
be afloat, or that he would be led by the 
Cabinet? Was it not more likely that he 
would lead the Cabinet. (A loud cry ofhear! 
hear!) He should repeat the expression. He 
should again insist, that on questions of 
‘triminal Jaw or prosecutions, it was likely 
that a criminal judge’s opinion would influ- 
ence that of the Cabinet, and that in that 
sense he would lead the Cabinet. If his 
advice should he acceded to, he would come 
‘othe trial without any bias; if his opi- 


nion should be rejected, he would not be 
the less influenced by it, and would exer- 
cise his function under the obligation of 
his oath; so that in either case it would 
come to the same thing. The hon. gent. 
had adverted to the case in which the 
chief justice would come to the trial 
as a party, as in the case of a libel against 
the ministers, of which he was one. Every 
man who knew any thing about the 
administration of justice, knew, that in 
trials for libel, little was left to the judge; 
whilst the whole was decided by the jury. 
The judge stated the law; and if he mis- 
tated that, or otherwise injured the party, 
be had his remedy, in an applicat:on for a 
new trial to the court. In cases where 
libels happened to be under consideration 
of the Cabinet, a judge need not attend, 
or, if he wished not to preside at the trial, 
he might apply to have another sent, and 


| the commission—(hear! hear!) He was 


aware of the use that would be made of 
this observation, that of inconvenience; 
but he contended that no such consequence 
would attend the practice. He hoped, 
therefore, that no argument: would be 
founded on that ground. As to the sup- 
position of the incompatibility of the two 
offices, from the circumstance of the pos- 
sibility of suspicion being entertained with 
respect to the administration of justice, the 
hon. gent. stated the suspicion in the first 
resolution, but gave it up in the last, 
where he admitted the purity. If the pu- 
rity of the administration of justice were 
doubted, then there might be ground for 
suspicion ; but when that is admitted, the 
administration of justice must be satisfac- 
tory. A man should act in the strict line 
of his duty. If he was to avoid a duty 
for the purpose of evading suspi¢ion, he 
could never act right. But he would 
ask, if the existence of suspicion, or if 
even well-founded suspicion were to be 
made the ground of a motion for remo- 
ving the noble lord from his majesty’s 
Cabinet, whether the hon. gent. would go 
farther ? Whether he would move to have 
the noble lord struck out of the list of 
privy counsellors? off the list of peers ? 
Did not the same suspicion apply in an 
equal degree to both these cases? All 
judges were summoned to examine pri- 
soners with the privy council and Cabinet 
ministers conjointly. ‘The cabinet dis- 
cussed measures in the abstract. Chief 
justice Holt attended the examination of 
the rebels who were afterwards to be tried 











by him; and chief justice Eyre attended for 
the same purpose in the privy council,in a 
‘recent instance, and afterwards proceed- 
ed on the trial of the individuals there exa- 
mined, Wasit possible for a noble lord of 
such eminent and transcendent talents as 
the noble. lord; was it possible for any 
man that was a statesman, and that noble 
-lord was a great statesman, if he saw a 
party formed to thwart and embarrass the 
measures of government, not to take a part 
-on such an occasion? If the gentlemen 
were serious, they had not-reached half 
- Way towards their end. What was the 
end the gentlemen proposed? What was 
the object of their record? What the end 
pf their innoyation? (hear! hear!) He 
, repeated that it was an innovation. It had 
not been stated either in the speech of the 
_ hon, gent., or in the resolutions, that the 
; appointment was unconstitutional, illegal, 
or unprecedented, It was not unfair in 
argument, therefore, to assume the omis- 
- sion, to state what amounted to an ad- 
mission, that it was not so. As to what 
had been said of the effect of the chief 
justice prejudging a case from the dis- 
_ cussion it might undergo in the Cabinet, 
. that would apply equally to all magistrates, 
_ who first examined the case by the testi- 
, mony of witnesses, and afterwards sat at 
. sessions. With respect to the authority 
. that had been so much relied on, on which 
the hon. member had laid so much stress, 
.. viz. the quotation from Mr. justice Black- 
stone, the whole of that passage was part 
. of a longer one, which Mr, justice Black- 
stone had extracted from Montesquieu’s 
Spirit of Laws, which was a theoretic 
. treatise on government, If Mr. justice 
Blackstone, when he copied this passage 
. into his work, understood it in the sense 
in which the hon. gent. represented it, the 
theory was ingenious, but it did not prac- 
. tically apply to the circumstances and con- 
_ stitution of this country. As to all that 
had been said with respect to the impro- 
_ priety of any persons being admitted into 
the Cabinet besides the chancellor and the 
ministers of state, who held executive 
offices: under the crown; and that those 
should not be called to that council who 
might be summoned for advice this day 
and not the next, it seemed to him like 
raising up shadows for the purpose of 
fighting them, There is one case in which 
the situation of the chancellor cuts in more 
- pearly with that of the chief justice. In 
the case of a petition of right, where a sub- 
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ject is the claimant against the crown, he 
has to decide, and yet is never suspected 
of acting under any bias. In the case of 
the trial of peers also, he has great powers 
for according in the present practice, he 
invariably acts as lord high steward. Dur, 
ing the sitting of parliament, his powers 
are more limited, he acting only as speaker, 
But in the recess he pronounces the law jp 
every instance. Before the 7th of William 
III. the lord high steward had extraordj, 
nary powers indeed, having to summon at 
first only sixteen peers, though afterwards 
twenty-three. ‘The peers act as jurors, 
and he explains the law precisely as the 
lord chief justice does. This had been the 
uniform practice, and yet no gent, had 
yet been found to get up in his place and 
say that this practice was an evil that 
ought to be got rid of. He admitted that 
it was better to look for precedents in mo- 
dern times, though he would not allow, 
that no instance was to be taken antece- 
dent to the time of the 1st of George Il], 
to shew the non-existenze of that jealousy, 
which, in the present circumstances and 
times, began to display itself. In the 
reign of Edward III. an act was passed, 
directing, that the chancellor and_ the 
king’s chief justice should be near his me 
jesty, in order that he might not want the 
advice of the sages learned in the law, 
However, it was better to refer to modem 
times. He believed lord Hardwicke, 
whilst chief justice, had a seat in the Ca- 
binet. He did not state this as a matter 
that could be proved, though he had it on 
the authority of persons on whose veracity 
and accuracy he placed the greatest reli- 
ance. By this it appeared, that that noble 
and learned lord had not thought a place 
in the Cabinet inconsistent with the duties 
of his judicial office. Lord Mansfield too, 
for whom he had a high veneration, though 
he could not accord with his principles in 
every instance, had continued to sit in the 
Cabinet whilst chief justice from 1757 to 
1765. He too did not think the situations 
incompatible. It.was to be recollected too 
that no apprehensions were then enter 
tained on the subject; no such motion a 
the present had been made. This wasa 
convincing proof of the acquiescence of the 
house and of the country in the propriely 
of the measure. In the sixth of queen 


Anne, when her dissolution was appre 
hended, an-act had been passed for esta 
blishing a regency, on that event, to cole 
tinue for six weeks after her death. Tis 
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egency was composed of the seven great 
officers of state, amongst whom her chief 
justice Holt was one. It was not be sup- 


“posed, that such a measure would have 


been passed without his concurrence. It 
was fair, therefore, to infer, that his autho- 
rity was in favour. of the measure, though 
he died before queen Anne; and chief 
justice Parker became, on her majesty’s 
death, one of the justices. He was after- 
wards appointed one of the confidential 
advisers of his majesty George I. The au- 
thority of that justice too was in its favour. 
By the statute of tie 24th of George II. 

chap, 24. which was passed in coutem- 
plation of a minority, a regency was ap- 
pointed, composed of five persons, with 
extraordinary powers. Ifthe majority did 
not agree to the measure, parliament could 
neither be assembled nor dissolved, nei- 
ther the question of peace or war decided. 
The chief justice was one of the commis- 
sioners of regency, and yet no jealousy was 
felt on the subject. The act too, if it had 
taken immediate effect, would not have 
been of short duration, his present majesty’s 
age being at that time 13 years. The 
next instance of an act of this nature, was 
in the 5th of his present majesty, for the 
appointment of a council of regency ; and 
asthe act was passed in contemplation of 
the possibility of an indisposition which 
his present majesty laboured under at that 
time, terminating fatally; if that event 
had taken place, the regency would have 
had a long continuance, as the present 
prince of Wales was then but three years 
of age; and it was to be recollected that 
this measure passed, notwithstanding the 
effects of an opposition that afterwards 
overturned the administration, and after 
the same gracious measure which his ma- 
jesty had recommended for the security 
of the independence of the Judges. Yet 
no one of the very ingenious men who 
composed the opposition of that day, 
started a question respecting the jealousy 
that was at this time sought to be promul- 
gated. If there was any trust to be re- 
posed therefore; if there was any sacred 
trust to be conferred ; if there was any de- 
gree of confidence of a peculiar nature to 
be placed in any person, the house would 
Tesort to the noble lord, who was the ob- 
ject of the present saotion, in place of ex- 
citing amongst the subjects of the country 
adistrust in the administration of justice. 

It should be recollected, that this was the 
fist time that such an.effect had been as- 





cribed to such a’measure.. When it: was 
considered, that the measure;then under 
discussion had received the sanction of so 
many reverend, learned, » and upright 
Judges; when it was recollected, that it 
had been acted upon in the, best periods of 
our history, and that now for the first 
time it was asserted, that the calling 
the advice of his majesty sueh @ nobi 
as the object of this motion, cides. chee 
talents, knowledge, experience, and ‘ ‘wis= 
dom, would have the effect of €orrupting 
the administration of justice ; he, :implo- 
red the house not to remove a nobleman 
of such integrity and independence;who 
had reached one of the highest offices an 
his professsion, to whom only one step 
more remained to be ascended, and who, 
it was well known, had refused that step, 
from the means of contributing to the 
public service by his counsels and advice. 
He called on them not to restrain the pre- 
rogative of the crown, in the undoubted 
right his majesty possessed: of calling any 
one of his subjects to his councils. After 
a few more observations on this subject, 
the right hon. gent. concluded by moving 
as an amendment *‘ That the other orders 
of the day be now read.” 

Mr. Canning said, that before he pro- 
ceeded to state shortly the grounds on 
which he was about to support the motion 
which had been made by his hon. friend, 
he wished to say a few words, with a view 
to disclaim the motives which seemed to 
be attributed to him and those who thought 
with him, by the right hon. gent. who 
spoke last. That right hon. gent. had said, 
that at a moment when the union of all 
the talents that could possibly be collected 
was so necessary to meet the dangers and 
difficulties by which the country was at 
this moment so peculiarly weighed down, 
he and his friends were attempting to 
drive from his majesty’s councils a person 
of the most eminent talents, acknowledged 
virtues, manly judgment, and unquestioa- 
able integrity, which he had . described. 
He, for one, protested against this. most 
unfair mode of arguing. When a question 
of this nature was brought forward, if he 
had his wish, allusions to personal charac- 
ter would form no part of the subject. If 
the question was at.all worthy of attention, 
and that it was, the right hon, gent. him- 
self admitted, when he told us that this 
affair had made a deep impression on the 
country, and that the grounds on which 
it was. supported appeared at first view 
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watréemely plausible, if it was at all worthy 
‘of attention, then it was fitting that it 
should be discubsed on its own merits, as 
welating to a chief justice, and not as refer- 
King to.any particular individual. It was 
; stended, unfair in the right 

ite any motive whatever 
ated at the character of lord 
hen they in fact argued not 
infitness of that noble and learn- 
particular to filla situation in the 
pet, but from the unfitness of the place 
or any person who held the office of lord 

chief justice. If the high talents and inte- 
_ grity-of lord Ellenborough were deemed 
‘go-essential in the Cabinet—and to every 
thing that could be said in his praise he 
was perfectly willmg to subscribe—then 
there was.an obvious mode of availmg 
theinselves of those talents and that inte- 
grity, by advancing the noble and learned 
“Jord one step higher, and putting into his 
hands the great seal ;. and, vfter the pane- 
grees which had been lavished on the in- 
‘dependence of the noble and learned lord, 
the coald not believe that he had’ refused 
“to accept this promotion, from the'consi-+ 
deration that it was better to retain a place 

for life than accept the precarious office 

of lord high chancellor. But, not contented 

with asserting that a judge might with pro- 
priety sit in the Cabinet, the right hon. 

gent. also maintained, that his very inde- 

pendence rendered him, one of the fittest 

persous in the world for such a situation, 

because he could give his opinions unwarp- 










‘ea 


éd and unbiassed by any consideration of 


sel-interest. He viewed the matter, how- 
_ ‘ever, in a very different light from that in 
which it was regarded by the right hon. 


gent. He considered it in that point of 


view in which it had been represented. by 
bis bon. friend near him, who had not 
been answered on this head. He thought 
that the holding a situation which was in 
Ms nature precarious, and yet an object 
of ambition, had a tendency to destroy the 
confidence which resulted from ‘the inde- 
pendence of the judge. He trusted he 
could not be here misunderstood, so far 
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that the removal of a lord chief justice 
from a place which was an object of ambi. 
tion, would be attended with some degree 
of discredit to him, for, to avoid this dig. 
credit, there would at, least, on some occg- 
sions, be a temptation for him to act ing 
manner not altogether consistent with his 
duty and character. That it was an ob- 
ject of ambition to hold a place in the 
Cabinet, he thought could not be denied, 
The thing had of late been abundantly 
proved ; for it was impossible to converse 
in the street, or read the newspapets 
during the last six weeks, without know, 
ing how eagerly such places were sought 
after. In four instances it had been late. 
ly proved that Cabinet places were con- 
sidered as objects of ambition, in addition 
to other efficient situations. He therefore, 
he supposed, might take it for granted, 
that a place in the Cabinet was an object 
of ambition ; and when this was admitted, 
the matter of salaries, and emoluments 
made very little difference in the present 
question. ‘The right hon. gent. agreed in 
tthe panegyrics that had been pronounced 
on the administration of jnstice in this 
country. It was one of the greatest bles- 
| sings, 1f not the very greatest, of our con- 
stitution. It was no less firm than it was 
valuable. It had withstood the shock of 
parties, of usurpation, and of rebellion, 
To what cause were we to attribute this? 
Not to any particular statute by which the 
distinction between the judicial and the 
executive powers had been established, 
but from the universal feeling and senti. 
ment that such a distinction ought to exist, 
and that with the exception of a very few 
instances it bad existed. But, if the adm- 
nistration of justice in the country was 
thus admirable,.it was the most important 
of all duties, and would afford awiple em- 
ployment for all the talents, virtues, inte- 
grity, and every other excellent qualifica- 
tion, which had been justly ascribed to the 
noble and learned lord who at. present 
occupied the situation of lord chief justice, 
What he objected to was this, that instead 
of confining the attention of any lord:chief 


“as to.be thought.to allude to any particular | justice to the discharge of his duty in that 


individual, He only viewed the point in 


the abstract, and contended, that when 
you placed, in the situation above referred 
to, a person who by law had been jealously 
thade independent, you did in .a great 
measure do away the effects of that inde- 
. pendence. This would be evident, if once 
twas admitted, and it could not be denied, 


capacity, which would afford bim full and 
ample employment, you were startiig 
other objects of ambition to which his 
views might be directed. He would in- 
deed still purswe the objects which were 
more intimately connected with his pr 
fession ; but instead of building his fame 
on ‘the strict and honourable administr- 
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tion of justice, he might be aspiring after 
other objects of ambition. A most se- 
rious evil was thus introduced, which 
would bedone away by the passing of these 
motions; OF, if that could not be hoped for, 
he would at least indulge the expectation, 
that it would be remedied by the mature 
and unbiassed reftection of those persons 
who now formed his majesty’s administra- 
tion.—There was one very great fault and 
error into which the right hon. gent. had 
fallen, for his argament seemed to imply, 
that independence was not so absolutely 
necessary in a judge as had been imagined ; 
but then he said, that there was always a 
remedy in case of error. But the point 
was, to guard, if possible, against all chance 
oferror from any bias of the judge in the 
first instance. The right hon. gent.’s ar- 
gument went to this extent: suppose 
the case of a libel; he said, that the matter 
did not so much rest with the judge as 
with the jury, and after all a new trial 
might be granted. But, was that the way 
in which the right hon. gent. thought a 
great constitutional question ought to be 
treated? Was that the way in which a 
measure ought to be discussed, which, by 
his own admission, had made so great an 
impression on the feelings of the country ? 
But then he said, that in the agitation of 
particular questions in the Cabinet, the 
noble and learned lord might, if it was 
thought expedient, avoid attending. This 
might undoubtedly be the case ; but was this 
the sort of security which ought to be enjoyed 
in this free country? The right hon. gent. 
had found fault with these motions, because 
they were so moderate, and spoke the sim- 
ple truth, and nothing but the truth. It 
was well known there was no positive law 
existing at present which opposed this 
measure, and therefore it could not pro- 
_perly perhaps be called illegal, and it might 
not be correct to call it unconstitutional 
till the point was clearly established. But 
what he said was, that it was extremely 
meconvenient, and contrary to the principles 
of reason and common ‘sense, that the ju- 
dicial and executive powers should be 
combined in the same person. As to the 
point of suspicion, it was certain that no 
man was obliged to remove from a situa- 
tion where he was useful, merely because 
‘Others chose to suspect him without rea- 
son. But if, however, an alarm was by 
this means occasioned relative to a matter 
“of such great importance as the present, 
‘and if it was mot necessary or very expe 
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dient that the cause of such alarm, however 
unfounded, should exist, he thought it was 
proper that it should beeome a legislative 
object, and that every occasion of suspicion.  ~ 
should be done away. He was surprised to 

hear from the right hon. gent. who wasalaw- 

yer, that it was a matter of no great con= 
sequence that suspicions should exist re. 
specting the independence of sa judge. 

There would always, in such @ easé, be 
doubts respecting the justice of his deci- 

sions ; therefore, though there might bea 
remedy, it was better that there should be 

in the first instance no cause even for sus- 

picion of a bias. But the right hon. gent. 
complained not only of the terms of the @ ° ) 
motions, but said that they-did net go fay ~~ 
enough in practice; for, in order to be 
effectual they ought to go so far as to de- 

prive a lord chief justice not only of a 

place in the Cabinet, but also of his place 

in the privy council, and of his peerage, 

He would not, however, enter particularly 

on this point. But with regard to the 
Cabinet, the right hon. gent. said, that # 

was not recognized by the constitution, and 

that, in fact, it was nothing else than a se- 

lect committee of the privy council, called 

at the discretion of his majesty. He never 

heard a more untenable proposition. In 

a free-country such as this, where a con- ‘ 
troul was neeessary, and where responsibi- 
lity must necessarily lodge somewhere, 
were we at this day to be turned round b 
being told that there was no such thing in 
the constitution as a Cabinet? We had 
persons who advised with his majesty, who 
performed all the functions of government, 
who were known all over the country to be 
so, who were known as the Cabinet all over 
London,-and even in the lobby , but, the 
moment we entered this door, then we were 
told that there was no Cabinet! It might 
be true, indeed, that the constitution re- 
cognized nothing under the name of the 
Cabinet, but it was not the less certain 
that there was such an assembly with whom 
the responsibility for whatever advice they 
gave his majesty rested.—Now, as to the 
question of responsibility ; the right hon. 
gent. allowed, that every individual who 
joined the council in advising his majesty, 
was responsible for the whole. Lord El- 
lenborough then might be responsible for 
the whole, and if this was the case, he 
would beg of gentlemen to consider, whe- 
ther on the principles of reason and com- 
mon sense, or those laid down by the best 
authorities, whether a judge ought to be 


















jaced in a situation where it would be 
utterly impossible for him to divest him- 
self entirely of the feelings of party, and 
* which would naturally render him liable 
to suspicion? Now, with respect to the 
glass of examples mentioned by the right 
hon. geént., there was a great and evident 
distinetion between them and the case un- 

der consideration. It-was not by any 
means unfit that a judge should form part 

ofa council, which was to preserve the 
rights ofsovereigns, but where no party 
politics‘prevailed. But here, in fact, the 
judge was under the controul of the exe- 
cutive government, and instantly became 

\*" » @ party politician; and, if ever there 
; a could be cases, where he should doubt 
: whether it was proper that judges should 
occupy places as regents.or governors, it 

_ would be in cases where these judges 
had in the first place been Cabinet minis- 
ters. The case of lord Hardwicke, he un- 
derstood to be given up, [no, no, from the 
other side]. He certainly had heard no- 
thing positively asserted on that head. 
But the truth was, that he, after accept- 
ing the office of the chancellor, had held 
his former situation for a short time, mere- 

ly till a successor could be appointed. 
‘Why, he would give them another instance 
yt of this kind: lord Eldon had for two 


















































‘Fe 


the chancellorship, held his former office 
of chief justice of the Common Pleas, till 
his successor could be appointed. Why, 
then, they remained with the single exam- 
ple of lord Mansfield. The right hon. 
gent. had said, that lord Mansfield had 
held both situations, and no notice had 
been taken of it by parliament, although 
the thing must have been notorious. 
-Now, though positive evidence could not 
be had on this subject, yet he could bring 
circumstantial evidence that the thing was 
not generally known. There were surmises 
-about it, and as often as it was alluded to, 
it was marked with reprobation. Indeed, 13 
years afterwards, his having sat in the 
Cabinet while‘lord chief justice was imputed 
to him as a charge by the father of a noble 
lord opposite to him (lord H. Petty), and the 
question directly put to him, whether or 
not the thing was true. This was put in the 
most forcible terms, and lord Mansfield 
admitted it, but said that he had, for some 
% time, begged leave not to act as an efficient 
member. From this it appeared that the 
example was by no means notorious, and 
-it was still more evident from the remark 


months subsequent to his acceptance of. 
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of lord Shelburne, who said, “ that the 
hoble lord had confessed that there was q 
time when he had infringed the principles 
of the constitution by acting asa Cabinet 
minister and as lord chief justice at the 
same time.” This was the remark of 
lord Shelburne, who continued by obsery. 
ing, * that the excellence of the British 
constitution lay in keeping the executive 
and judicial powers as separate and diss 
tinct as possible ;” and why? Not for the 
reason given by the right hon. gent: but 
“that a person might not be under the 
necessity of advising in one capacity what 
he might be called upon to execute. in 
another.” This example then fell to the 
ground, Noone was more ready to ate 
knowledge a high admiration of the talents 
of lord Mansfield than he was, but he 
would ask any. person who had read the 
history of these times, whether that noble 
and learned judge would not have done 
much more essential service to his coun- 
try if he had‘not mixed the character of 
the politician with that of the judge? But 
you had the example of his maturer judg- 
ment against that of his earlier years ; for 
by refusing to act as a Cabinet minister 
after the year 1765, he in some measure 
tacitly condemned his former conduci 
The only defence that could be offered fot 
the admission of the chief justice into the 
Cabinet would be necessity, or strong expe 
diency: but neither had been proved, 
There was an attempt to prove the expe 
diency: but as to the necessity, the proof 
had not even been attempted. But ha 
ving failed in the way of example, the 
right hon.’ gent. had recourse to analogy, 
and observed that the lord chancellor was 
a Cabinet minister;- and said, that he 
would not be answered. here with the rea 
mark that the chancellor had nothing to 
do with criminal causes. But he must be 
answered in this way, and the chancellor 
could be removed in two ways, either by the 
crown, which would not continue to em 
ploy a servant who might be disliked; or 
by an address of parliament, for malversa- 
tion in office. 
borough should give the worst advice that 
could be conceived to his majesty; sup- 
pose he should advise him to trample on 
all laws, or throw them into the fire, what 
could be done? Could you remove him 
from his office of chief justice; in w 

he bad cOmmitted no malversation? of 


could you address the throne to remove. 


him from the Cabinet? For his part, be 
3 





But, suppose lord Ellen | 
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euld conceive no greater curse to a free 
country than an irremovable Cabinet mi- 
nisterx—Now, these were the grounds on 
which he supported thé motion. He al- 
jowed all the talents and virtues that had 
heen ascribed to the neble and learned 
and had no doubt that their appli- 
ction would be found of no little use in 
the Cabinet, were it not that he held a si- 
tuation utterly incompatible, in his ideas, 
with the proper discharge of its duties. 
He thought it therefore unwise’ in the 
test degree to place him in a situation 
which might bring suspicion on his judicial 
character. ‘The example was supported 
by no analogy. No expediency was pro- 
ved, and the proof of a necessity had not 
even been attempted. He valued highly 
the noble and learned lord’s abilities; but 
he thoug)t. the administration of the mnu- 
nicipal justice of the country a matter of 
such intinite importance, that he would 
not purchase all the services which for 
years bis talents could render in the Ca- 
hinet, fur a suspicion of one hour attached 
tohis.character as a judge. 

Lord Temple said, he was convinced that 
the hon, niover of this business had not 
brought it forward as a party question. 
He was satistied that, as he himself stated, 
he had brought it forward entirely as a 
constitutional question, which he:would 
have supported at any moment, and in 
opposition 10 any admivistration. Yet 
helamented much that before such a thing 
was proposed, the hon. mover and those 
wio thought with him had not_ better 
weighed the authorities on which they had 
ated. Nobody was readier than he was 
toadmit, that:while the king had an un- 
doubted right, by his prerogative, to choose 
his ministers; parliament had a right to 
declare its approbation or disapprobation 
of those ministers. But when a charge, 
instead of being brought against the mi- 
nisters collectively, was coufined to one 
individual, it assumed a most: invidious 
aspect. The right hon, gent. (Mr. Can- 
fing) had said that bis right hon, friend 
(Mr, Bond) had admitted that an impres- 
sion had been made on the minds of the 
people of this country by the measure in 
question, and that it was a very proper 
subject for enquiry. But then that im- 
pression had been made, not by the thing 
itself, but because several respectable peo- 
ple had expressed doubts on the subject, 
fowhase oppinions they were accustomed 
toxpay a becoming deference. Tais was 
Vou, VI. 
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the real cause of whatever impression had 
been made, and this was all that was meant 
by his right. hon. friend. But without 
troubling the house at any length after the 
question had been so fully discussed by his 
right hon. friend, he would advert to it 
briefly in a constitutional point of view. 
It was said on the other side, that the 
chief justice of the King’s Bench, ought 
not to be a Cabinet minister. Now, from 
our history, till a late period, nothing 
could be found concerning a Cabinet, and 
the privy council performed all the duties 
which were now executed by a select com- 
mittee of that council. As a proof of this, 
Charles I. was the first of our monarchs 
who formed a Cabinet, which was after- 
wards abolished by Charles IJ. At the 
death of queen Anne, the dukes of Argyll 
and Somerset entered the Cabinet, and 
insisted upoa taking their seats as members 
of the privy council. The Cabinet was 
not responsible as a Cabinet, but the mi- 
nisters were responsible as the officers of 
the crown. Every one’s responsibility de- 
pended on the office he held. A privy 
counsellor was responsible as a privy coun- 
sellor, and a peer as a peer; but none 
were. responsible as Cabinet. ministers 
Now then, though these resolutions should 
pass, they could only be considered as 
mere waste paper ; for though lord Ellen- 
borough. should be removed from the Ca- 
binet, he would be exactly in the same si- 
tuation as before in his capacity of privy 
counsellor, in his capacity as a peer, and 
as the representative of the king. If they 
were to be passed, then they would not 
go far enough, for in order to come up 
completely to the intentions of those who 
supported them, they ought to propose 
the removal of Jord Elleuborough from 
his situation as a judge, as a peer, and as 
a privy counsellor. If there was an evil, 
the remedy proposed was inadequate to 
remove it. If the gentlemen thought 
that the constitution wanted reform in 
this point, it was open for them to state 
what reform they wished. The present 
motions were mere nullities. Now, this 
brought him to the question, whether a 
judge might properly advise his majesty 
as a Cabinet minister? ‘The hon. mover 
had recourse to judge Blackstone on this 
point; yet, however, respectable as this 
authority was, he would in such 2 case as 
this expect something more than assertion; 
but he would go farther, and say, that the 
meaning of the fudge in this passage, was 
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by no means that which the hon. mover 
ascribed to him, His meaning was to be 
collected from his illustrations; he illus- 
trated bis meaning: here by two cases. 
In the one, he said, that it was consistent 
to have the judicial power connected with 
the executive, or legislative, and this in- 
consistence was done away by the act of 
Charles II. which abolished the Star Cham- 
ber. Now, what were the powers of the 
Star Chamber? They were in all cases to 
decide without a jury, and without leaving 
ihe right of appeal to any other tribunal. 
The other case was, that despotism was 
more tolerable in France than in the East, 
because the judicial power was committed 
to the parliaments. Therefore by his own 
meaning; as it must be collected from his 
Wlustrations, thexsentiments expressed in 
the passage adverted to will not apply in 
the present case. But the hon. gentlemen 
had not made up their minds on this bu- 
siness it appeared. The hon. mover in 

sisted strongly that the admission of the 
lord chief justice into the Cabinet was il- 
Jegal, but his right hon. friend near him 
said that it was not illegal, but that it was 
inadvisable. Lord Ellenborough had as- 
sisted in the Cabinet at the examination 
of governor Picton, and afterwards sat as 
jadge on his trial. The judges were often 
called to the house of peers to give their 
advice to the lords, and therefore might 
often give opinions which might aiterwards 
lead to trials before themselves in their 
own courts. Yet this was no objection to 
their giving their advice to the peers. 
The lord chancellor sat in the house of 
lords and voted in appeals from his own 
decisions. He desired them to look at 
the case of the rebel lords, in which, as 
well as in other instances, many peers sat 
in the Cabinet during the examiuation, 
and afterwards voted as judges in the 
house of peers. Chief justice Eyre had 
sat in the Cabinet and examined offenders, 
whom he afterwards tried in his own 
court. After some instances of the same 
nature, the noble lord adverted to the case 
of lord Mansfield. He had in the course 
of this day seen the original writ of sum- 
mous issued to lord Mausfield. He could 
take upon him to say that noble and learn- 
ed Jord attended every council from 1760 
to-1763. In 1763 he left off attending the 
couucil, not from any'sense of its incom- 
patibility with his judicial situation, but; 
according to a letter of his own, which was 
in. existence, because he would not sit 


with the duke of Bedford, whose measur 


he disapproved of. In 1765 he returned 
again, and was named as one of the eou 
of regency in the bill framed by sir Fletche 
Nortun, who would not have included:-hig 
if the association was unconstitutional, 
In the riots of 1780, lord Mansfield way 
present at the proceedings in the counti 
and afterwards sat as judge upon th 
rioters. From, all these facts, he could 
see no parliamentary ground for the mo 
tion now before the house. The purity 
of the judge could not be sullied by giving 
his advice in political matters. From the 
earliest periads of our history, the chig 
justice had been one of the king's vicg 
gerents, one of tne members of the coun¢il 
of regency, and always summoned to giyg 
his advice on cases of great public delity 
quency. Thus the principle of constity 
tional law was in favour of the appoints 
ment. 

Mr. Canning admitted, that up to 1768, 
lord Mansfield sat regularly in the Cabinet, 
but never atier 1765; therefore the latter 
part of bis life was, in this respect, a com 
demnation of the first. 

Mr. Secretary For rose and spoke 
follows :—Before I proceed to discuss thi 
merits of the question under consideration, 
I beg leave to say a word or two as to the 
advice which the hon. mover has thought 
proper to offer me; an advice which, by 
the bye, was the strangest prelude that 
could be imagined to the observation 
which afterwards followed. First, the bon 
gent, tells me I must not adbere to my 
fortner principles, if I hope for the support 
of parliament and the country, and yet the 
instant after (whimsical enough to be sure) 
he recommends me to act consistently with 
myself by supporting the proposition bt 
bas thought proper to bring forward 
Thus, he would have me abandon all my 
foriner sentiments, and still, in a particula 
ease that suits his. opinion, persevere i 
maintaining them. He would have me 
too not to recollect the principles I e» 
pressed upon the subject of sir Elijah Im 
pey. No, the hon. gent. would fain have 
me bound not by any opinion which I evtt 
did express, but by one which I did m0 
Now, with regard to the subject before'the 
house, I must say, that the introductiond 
it is to me matter of surprise. It is the-fint 
instance that I have ever heard of such# 
thing as the Cabinet council becoming tht 
subject of debate in this house. I neve! 
knew of the exercise of the king’s preroy 
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tive in the appointment of his ministers to 
be brought into question upon such grounds 
as have been stated this night. No doubt, 
if any one should be appointed to the privy 
council, or to any select committee of that 
council, against whom personal objections 
lay, it would be a fair ground for an address 
to his majesty to advise the removal of 
such a person. But where, no personal 
objections are, or can be stated, one must 
hear it recommended with astonishment, 
’ that a class of officers who are admitted to 
be perfectly eligible to the privy council 
_ should not be allowed to discharge the 
functions of a privy counsellor—should, in 
fact, be excluded from the performance of 
duties which, on their admission to the 
privy council, they are sworn to perform. 
So much as to the reason of the question. 
—But, in point of fact, there is nothing in 
our constitution that recognizes any such 
institution as a Cabinet council; and the 
house will recollect that this is au opinion 
which I expressed long since, upon an oc- 
casion to which every man must look back 
with regret (his .majesty’s last illness). The 
opinion which I then declared, I have 
always held, and still hold, that a Cabinet 
council is unknown.to our law, and has in 
no instance whatever been recoguized by 
parliament. That part of the privy coun~ 
«il which his majesty thinks proper ha- 
bitually to conseit has, indeed, of late 
years, been denominated the Cabinet coun- 
cil. But names are of small account upon 
this question. Call this council what you 
will—either the ministers of state or the 
executive committee, still the law can 
-know nothing of its members but as privy 
counsellors. But a few words asto the ge- 
yneral principles.’ If the point were moot- 
ed, whether the appointment of a Cabi- 
met council at all be not an abuse of the 
royal prerogative, I confess there would be 
much to say.on both sides, and I should 
have great doubts which course to take. 
slowever, it is undeniably a body which 
.parliament has always declined to recog- 
mise; and their avoiding any such recog- 
nition has afforded some advantage to the 
gentlemen on the other side, of which they 
ihave very diligently availed themselves. 
As the existence of a Cabinet council has 
mever been legally acknowledged, there is, 
sf course, no legal record of the members 
fomprising any Cabinet; and we have it 
‘hot in oer power to state any thing of au- 
‘thority upon the subject, but what may, have 
. Rome within our own observation, or may 





have been communicated to us by our fa- 
thers, Therefore, when the hon, gentlemen 
ask us to produce precedents, applying to 


-the case before the house, we must answer 


that we have it not in our power to pro- 
duce many, and they appear to doubt even 
the few we can offer. Some profess to 
think, that the case of lord Hardwicke’s be- 
ing in the Cabinet while chiet justice of the 
King’s Bench, isdoubtful. Ceriainly there 
is no official authority to remove such 
doubts. Itis stated by the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Canning) that lord Mansfield was 
not known, at a certain time, to have been 
in the Oabinet, until it was confessed by 
that noble lord himself, Although the 
right hon. gent. was wrong in this parti- 
cular instance, still his confession serves 
to sustain the proposition I have in view, 
as to the difficulty of adducing many pre- 
cedents upon this subject. . The right hon. 
gent. has frequently spoken of the Cabinet, 
as a responsible body; I wish that right 
hon. gent., or any gentleman who sup- 
ports his opinion, to point out from. what 
parts of our statutes, or of the recorded 
proceedings of this house, he has learned 
that the Cabinet, or any individual be- 


belonging it, has been, as such, held to 


be legally responsible. From newspapers 
and conversations abroad, the right hon. 
gent. has professed to obtain much in~ 
formation upon this topic, But; upon 
such an occasion, would it mot be some- 
what more correct to consul) the statutes 
and the journals of this house, than such 
sources of knowledge as the right hon. 
gent. has quoted? When the right hon. 
gent. speaks of the responsibility of the 
Cabinet, 1 would recommend him to con- 
sider, whether it would be expedient. to 
insist upon the attachment of responsibi- 
lity to the whole of such a body, for every 
ministerial act; and whether such a mea- 
sure might not be apt to endanger, if nat 
in most instances to defeat, the object of 
responsibility?) For any act dove in my 
office, I am directly responsible to parlia- 
ment and the country ; and perbaps it is 
much better for any purpose of practical 
responsibility, that it Should full on one 
man, than on a body; for this obvious Tea 
son, that thedifficulty of producing convice 
tionand punishment is the less in one case. 
than in the other. I do not mean to-say, 
that it is not desirable to bring forward the 
charges of guilt against all the advisers .as 
well as the agent, if it were practicable to 
proye the charge. The immediate actor 
$ 








can always be got at in a way that is very 
plain, direct, and. easy, compared to that 
by which you may be able to reach his 
advisers, There are to be seen many 
cases in which parliament have tried to 
get at the advisers too. But how have 
they tried to doso? Look at the mode, and 
that mode alone will sustain my argument, 
that the Cabinet counsellors are not legally 
known. For in the addresses presented 
upon such occasions as | have referred to, 
it will be found, that parliament apply to 
know by whom any measure to which the 
address alludes, may have been advised. 
Surely, then, such an applicationserves to 
shew, that the Cabinet has never been deem- 
ed a responsible body ; for, if it were, such 
an application would be quite superfluous. 
But, don’t confine your research to those 
addresses; look at the journals through 
out. Examine the several articles of im- 
peachment on record, and you can discover 
no instance of any man, or body of men, 
being impeached as Cabinet counsellors. 
Take the end of queen Anne’s reign. See 
the articles of impeachment exhibited 
against the earl of Oxford for the eonclu- 
sion of the peace of Utrecht, Lord Bo- 
lingbroke and Mr. Prior, who were the 
persons principally concerned in that trans- 
action, being then out of the conntry, and 
beyond the reach of parliament, it was 
eagerly endeavoured to implicate lord Ox- 
ford. In prosecation of this object a va- 
riety of shifts and expedients were resorted 
to, which would have been totally unne- 
cessary had the Cabinet council been con- 
sidered a responsible body. No, in that 
case it would be all easy and smooth. But, 
in that case, it appears that not one word 
was mentioned which could countenance 
the idea of any recognition of a responsi- 
ble Cabinet council. As yet, among the 
leaders of those who promoted tke im- 
peachment of lord Oxford, were many very 
able men, among. others sir R. Walpole. 
I do not mention this statesman for the 
purpose of expressing my*concurrence in 
the general censure which has so long at- 
tached to his character. On the contrary, 
I think that he éxperienced much unde- 
served obloquy, as well in the course of 
his life, as‘since his death. But I confess, 
that if I were to panegyrize that distin- 
guished man, I showld not rest my pane- 
gyric upon his scrupulous regard to the 
means by which he could reach bis object, 
particularly» when stimulated by -resent- 
nient. Another distinguished person-se-~ 
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conded sir Robert Walpole in this proseci. 
tion, and he certainiy, however estimable 
in other respects, was by no means remark. 
able for moderation. And yet these ag 
tive, able men, never, in their 'zeak ty 
achieve their purpose, even hinted at that, 
the establishment of which would have go 
much facilitated their success, viz. the 
existence of a responsibic Cabinet coungil, 
—From this, and from every other cin 
cumstance that applies, I infer that’ sueh 
acouncil was never legally conceéived to 
exist. Therefore, the first time the hog, 
mover proposes to the heuse to recognize 
the existence of such a body, and if you de 
adopt his proposition, | would ask, do you 
mean to stop there? Hf you even do, I can 


assure you, tiat as far as my influence’tan’ 


go, 1 will not allow you. For, if in any 
shape you acknowledye the existence ofa 
Cabinet couneil, we must go on to make 
such a body not alone formally, but really 
known to the house and to the laws. The 
geutlemen who support the motion, may 
state, that it is not their object to go so 
far; but the consequence I have stated 
must naturally follow the adoption of their 
motion.—One word more before | quit this 
part of the subject. 
confound the functions of what is called the 
Cabinet council, and therefore it may bene 
cessary to state a distinction, of which the 
noble lord (Castlereagh) must be aware. 
Councils frequently meet, which are a’sent- 
bled solely for the purpose of affording tothe 
members an opportunity of consulting 
with each other, and stating their ideas ré- 
ciprocally on pomts connected with their 
several departments, but with no intet- 
tion of communicating the result ‘to his 
majesty. Indeed upon many such points it 
would not only be unnecessary, but impro- 
per to communicate with his majesty. The 
noble lord (Castlereagh) knows ‘to what I 
allude. On other occasions the Cabinet 


gon. Inthe former case of meeting, it will 
not surely be pretended that any respon. 
‘sibility can attach to the proceedings of 
this council, or that any individual minis 
ter can incur censure for consulting them, 
the aid of whose counsels may be useful 
and necessary. And to whom should re- 
sponsibility attach in the latter deseription 
of meetings? To the agent, to be sure, 
who executes the plan resolved on. This 
I maitain, to be well foundéd, For if 
this committee of the privy council should 





. 


Some gentlemen may | 





council meet to advise his majesty in per-. 


order- any project which did not. meet my 









- be wholly absurd. 





approbation, and against which I should 
consequently protest, still if the plan were 
exceptionable, my protest would not avail 
to acquit me of the responsibility that 
would arise from the execution of it. This 
] take to be the general rule with regard to 
ministerial responsibility; and every thing 
that has oceurred different from this rule, | 
consider in the light of an exception.—In 
all the observations on the other side with 
regard to this subject, gentlemen appear 
altogether to overlook the privy council. 
They seem indeed to forget the existence 
of that body; for in talking of objects of 
ambition they confine themselves to the 
Cabinet council. But pray is not a seat 
in the privy council an object of ambition 
also, and is not the circumstance of being 
struck off from that body a cause of dis- 
grace? ‘There may, to be sure, have been 
instances where such striking off produced 
no disgrace or mortification to the party 
concerned, but was felt rather as a source 
of pride. But yet, to say generally, that 
aseat in the privy council is not an object 
of ambition, anda removal from it the 
cause of mortification and disgrace, would 
Perhaps the desire of 
obtaining the seat is balanced by the fear 
of losing it, and this fear affords a guaran- 
tee for a privy counsellor’s performance of 
his duty. ‘These counsellors are known to 
the law, and it is known that if any one of 
‘them should advise his majesty, he is re- 
sponsible for. such advice, whether he be- 
longs to what is called the Cabinet coun- 
cil or not.—Having said so much on the 
subject of responsibility, I.shall now go 
into the other points connected with this 
question. With regard to theoretical prin- 
ciples, the name of Montesquieu has been 
adduced. For this writer, as a general 
political philosopher, I entertain the high- 
est respect; but the application of his opi- 
nions to, or his clear comprehension of, the 
constitution of England, I am not disposed 
toadmit. What Montesquieu chiefly. in- 
sists upon, that has any relation to the 
point at issue, is this, that the legislative 
should be totally separate from the judicial 
legislative functions. But will any man 
attempt to apply’ this rule to the con- 
stitution of England? Will you separate 
the executive government altogether from 
the legislative? I> hardly think that any 
Proposition of that-sort, is ever likely to be 
‘submitted to this house ; and sure Iam, 
“that-none such would,.or ought to be ad- 
‘epted.: But Montesquicu. saysy, that. the 
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judicial ought to be separate from the le- 
gislative function. De gentlemen mean to 
press the application of that doctrine to 
this country? No, they, cannot, for the 
case of the lord chancellor immediately 
presents itself. Over this case, however, 
it has been attempted to pass, by the aid 
of a fine distinction, In order to favour 
the adoption of Montesquieu, and apply 
it to this question, it is maintained, that 
there is a material difference between a 
civil and *a criminal judge.—The gen- 
tlemen who support the motion, not con- 
tent with the theory of Montesquieu, 
which is not at all applicable to the consti- 
tution of this country, have had recourse 
to the authority of Blackstone, but being 
unable to find any theory exact!y to answer 
the maintenance of their arguments, they 
have, I observe, endeavoured to pare down 
different theories, in order to suit their pur- 
pose : still however, they have failed.. But 
with regard to Blackstone, | beg in the. first 
instance to demur to his authority, asa 
great constitutional writer. That the mu- 
nicipal law was laid down by. him with un- 
common perspicuity, and that he dilated 
upon it with great eloquence,.I am ready 
to admit. His purity of style I particular- 
ly admire. He was distinguished as much 
for simplicity and strength as any writer in 
the English language. He was perfectly 
free from all gallicisms and ridiculous af- 
fectations, for which so many of our mo- 
dern authors and orators are soremarkable. 
Upon this ground, |therefore, Il esteem judge 
Blackstoue ; but, as a constitutional writer, 
he is by no meznsian object of my esteem; 
and for this, among other reasons, that he 
asserts the latter years of the reign of 
Charles the second (f mean those which 
followed the enactment of the Habeas Core 
pus act) to have been the most constitution- 
al period ‘to be found in our history, not 
excepting any period that followed. . Now, 
it would be, inconsistent with all the prii- 
ciples which I have ever held, to regard 
such a writer as*a, constitutional authority, 
much less to look up to him as an oracle, 
However, the words quoted from this au- 
thor by the gentleman on.the other side 
are, I am prepared to say, quite misunder- 
stood, When. Blackstone, says, that. “7a 
judge should not be a minister of. state,’? 
he means the word minister in the English 
sense, and not in the German, Italian, .9r 
French sense. He means,.of course, that 
vjodge shall not. administer’ the afiurs: of 





government. But that is quite a. diffe 
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rent thing from themanner in which the 
‘gentlemen on ‘the other side would have it 
‘understood or applied. The meaning of 
Blackstone, however, will appear to ‘be 
palpably different from the construction of 
the honourable gentleman, when we look 
“at the conduct pursued during those very 
Yatter years of the reign of Charles Ii. 
which formed the subject of bis panegyric. 
Jt will be recollected that in the course of 
‘that period sir Wm. Temple introduced a 
~ ‘bill for the appointment of a committee of 
privy counsellors, to consist of about 30 
persons. ‘This bill was shown to, and ap- 
proved of by, lords Essex, Hollis, Caven- 
dish, Russell, and all the best men of the 
day, and yet by this bill it was provided, 
that the chief justice of the common 
‘pleas should be a member of the proposed 
‘committee of ecouncil.—There is a case 
illustrative of the meaning of Blackstone, 
‘that recognizes a principle directly op- 
‘posite to that which the gentlemen on 
‘the other side are anxious to establish ; 
‘and brought forward by sir Wim. Tensple, 
who was scandalized at the misconduct of 
‘that governnient which Blackstone panegy- 
wized. Butitisclear that Blackstone’s mean- 
ing applied not to uny thing like that which 
‘the gentlemen on the other side could in- 
fer. A judge belonging to the privy coun- 
‘cil, according to the sense which these gen- 
“themen ‘attach to the words of Blackstone, 
“would incar blame; and yet they disavow 
“any intention of blaming a judge upon that 
ground.—So far as to thé principle of ‘the 
“appointment complained of. I shall now ad- 
vert to the practice. I am told that there 
“fs only one instance stated on my side; 
‘namely, that of lord Hardwicke; and the 
nflemen are so good as to give me the 
“case of lord Eldon in addition. But it was 
“gtated that these noble jords held for a ve- 
‘ty short time only the offices of lord chief 
justice and members of the committee of 
council. But the shortness of the time 
“was of little account. If the noble fords 
thought the retention of such offices was 
contrary to constitutional principle, they 
“would not surely sanction by their own acts 
“the ‘violation of such a principle. —There 
“was, however another case, that of lord 
“Mansfield : that noble lord connected in his 
own person, from 1757, to'b3, the two i- 
‘tuations, the junction of which is now'so 
‘much complained of. I do not mean to 
“discuss the character of lord Mansfield, 
“who, like many great men, had very good 
‘and’ very ‘bad qualities, ‘but certainly the 





odium attached to it, did not proceed frog, 


his merely combining a seat in the Cabinet 
with the chief justiceship of the King's 
Bench. ‘This combination, however, js 
said to have been much condemned by lord 
Shelburne, ‘and to prove this, a speech of 
that noble lord thas been quoted. I have 
looked at the quotation, and the words are, 
as reported, absolute nonsense, and there. 
fore, Iam persuaded, never were uttered 
by lord Shelburne. They import that no 
political man should have any thing to do 
with advising that which it belongs to: his 
department to execute. Why, if this wepe 
a fair ground of censure, it would apply 
to myself and my colleagues beside me, who 
are every day advising, what we are owr- 
selves toexecute. Toascribe such an obser. 
vation tolord Shelburne, is quite ridiculous, 
it must have been a misprint or some mis. 
conception, to which lord Shelburne who, 
like myself, spoke very quick, was ex- 
tremely liable.—But, to return to lord 
Mansfield ; it really surprised me to hearit 
remarked upon, as a new and surprising 
article of intelligence, that that noble lord 
was sQ many years in the Cabinet, and 
that some gentlemen heard it this night 
for the first time. What, that Jord Manse 
field could have been.so many years in the 
Cabinet with such different.administrations, 
with lord Chatham, the duke of Newcastle, 
and Mr. Grenville, and al] the time have 
kept snug an the corner and be unknown 
——preposterous supposition! these distin 
guished men not only knew that lord Mans 
field was in the Cabinet, but they approved 
it. Ifithey did not, it was not to be ima- 
gined that they would have allowed it, 
The gentlemen on the other side will hard- 
ly think that if 1 conceived the thing of 
which they complain to be,a violation! 
constitutional principle I would be a par 
to it. Let them then give the same fair 
play to lord Chatham, the duke of New 
castle,and Mr. Grenville. With them als 
I recollect that other distinguished per 
sons were connected in the same Cabinet; 


among others my father, and the father af | 


the hon. gent..on the other side (Mr, Ry- 
der); but. they had not the same. lights 


| 
| 


which the bon. mover would throw. outto f 


the present ministers. 


Hadi the hon. gent. | 


been 20 years older he would, no.doubt, f 


have gone td lord Chatham, &c. and sold 
them-—“ You are a pareel of old fools nd 
to know, that in admitting lord Mansfield 
to the Cabinet, you. ane violating a.const- 
tutional principle and eadangeung the pul 
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administration of justice; &e.” (a haugh.) 
Whether these persons would have attend- 
¢@ to the hon. gent.’s councils, or not, I 


yather think thet he is not unhappy, he} 


was unable to offer them, for I presume he 
has ‘as little wish te be 20 years older as 
myself, As to the injury likely to result 
to the constitution, from tbe introduction 
of a chief justice into the Cabinet, I think 
the bill of the present reign, which esta# 
blisties the independence of the judges, and 
which bears on the face of it the mark of 
having been the suggestion of lord Mans- 
field, is a sufficient answer to that appre- 
hension.—But I now come to the specific 
objections made to a chief justice of the 
court of King’s Bench sitting in the Ca- 
binet. Now, the first relates to libels; 
but in reply to this, I shal] only say, that 
J] never heard of such a thing as the pro- 
priety of prosecuting for a libel being at 
all agitated in a Cabinet council; I never 
witnessed any thing of the kind, and I 
do not find trom any of those who were 
in the Cabinet during -the period when 
many prosecutions took place, that the 
subject of such prosecutions was ever dis- 
cussed there. Sure I am, that no such 
diseussion ought to take place there. ‘The 
consideration of questions of that nature 
properly belonged to the office of the secre- 
tary for the home department, with whom it 
rested to give orders to the attorney ge- 
neral.to prosecute.—But, the case of-trea- 
son has been alluded to. Upon, however, 
questions of this kind, lord Ellenborough 
isas liable to be summoned to attend the 
Cabinet as privy counsellor, as he is in his 
present situation. But, I contend, that 
he is likely to be seriously prepossessed 
by such previous examination as the ma- 
gistrates are, who commit prisoners, or as 
the judges of the King’s Bench are, when 
they grant an ififormation upon the affidavit 
of one of the parties, without sending the 
charge to the grand juries. I have, how- 
ever, no hesitation in saying, that when a 
subject of high treason comes on for dis- 
cussion in the Cabinet, which may be after- 
wards brought to trial in the court of 
King’s Bench, the absence of the noble 
lord who is the subject of this debate from 
‘any such discussian would be most beco- 
ming. I should certainly feel it right to 
absent myself upon such an occasion, if 
in the circumstances of the noble lord. 
But; how many are the sudjects connected 
‘with war and peace, with our commerce 
‘and fiuances, upon which a lord chief jus- 





tice may be consulted without exciting 
the slightest jealousy or objection? Oa 
these points, however, it is said, you must 
not consult him, because if you do, you 
make him a politician; and pray do gentle- 
men forget, that by the very oath of a privy 
counsellor, the chief justice binds himself 
te give such advice? If, however, you 
interdict him, as the advocates of the mo-~ 
tion propose, what de you mean to do 
with him? We have heard of the dinner 
placed before Sancho Panga: if he wished 
for fish, that was objected to; and if he 
wished for meat, an objection was started 
also; so, between the objections, poor 
Sancho had no dinner at all. Justina 
similar manner do the friends of the mo- 
tion propose to deal with lord Ellehbo- 
rough. The noble lord .is made @ privy 
counsellor, but yet he is not to be con- 
sulted upon points of law, lest his mind 
as a judge should be prepossessed ; nor is 
he to be consulted on points of state, lest 
he should be made a politician. Thus it 
was proposed to destroy his functions as 
a privy counsellor altogether.—The right 
hon. gent. returned to the subject of the 
illegal incompatibility of the judicial and 
legislative functions, and asserted that 
such incompatibility was never known to 
have been rigidly and altogether insisted 
on, but in two instances; the first of 
which, that which took place under the 
second government, after the commence- 
ment of the revolution in France; and 
the second instance was with regard to 
Turkey, und upon this he had read no 
law but in the Arabian Nights, and ether 
such works (a laugh); according to which 
it appeared, that the bashaw and the cadi 
must always be separate.—Adverting to 
the statutes which applied. to this ques- 
tion, the right hon. gentleman quoted the 
acts of regency adopted on the proposition 
of lord chief justice Holt, in the reign of 
queen Anne, and that also in the early 
part of his present majesty’s reign. By 
both these acts, he stated that a council 
to assist the regent was appointed, and 
it was expressly provided that the lord 
chief justice of the King’s Bench should 
be one of the council. Now, it must be 
evident that in such situation the chief 
justice would have to perform the same 
funetions as lord Ellenborough would be 
now called on to execute, It appeared, 
in fact, that the present Cabinet was, form- 
ed merely on the model Jaid.down for the 
councils of regency mentioned in those 
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a éelebrated acts. The last act, he observed, 1705, 1751, and: 1765, in allof whieh the 





“was supported by the vote of Blackstone, 
who on. this night was quoted as adverse 
to its principle.—After recapitulating and 
ably inforcing his several arguments, the 
right hon, gent. insisted that the propo- 
sition before the house was ‘supported 
neither by precedent, law, argument or ex- 
pediency; he’ took notice of the observa- 
tion of the statenfent of the mover, that 
the motion was not brought forward as an 
opposition question. - He assured the hon. 
mover and his supporters that he was not 
at all willing to court or provoke oppo- 
sition to his measures. On the contrary, 
he should be glad of the support of any 
set of gentlemen; but, if he were to have 
wn opposition, he particularly wished that 
they might always chuse such questions as 
that now before the house. 

Lord Castlereagh rose and spoke as fol- 
lows :—Sir; notwithstanding the triumph- 
ant tone in which the right hoa. gent. has 
concluded his speech, and the ability 
which has pervaded every part of it, the 
objections which ] have from the first felt 
‘to the measure, the propriety of which is 
now brought under the consideration of 

‘the house, remain undiminished. Upon 
@ question of such constitutional impor- 
tance, it is satisfactory to observe the 
teniper and moderation with which the 
argument has been conducted. No sub- 
ject’ could have a stronger claim to be 
discussed upon its own merits unmixed 
with party feelings, and it is only to be 
lamented that the reluctance felt by many 
of those who most condemn the introduc- 
tion of lord Ellenborough to the Cabinet, 
to assume even on a single point the ap- 
pearance of oppositicn to the new adini- 
nistration before it has received a fair trial, 
is likely to prevent the sense of parliament 
from being taken as fully and fairly upon 
this measure as the importance of it seems 
to require.—In stating my sentiments upon 
the question, ] should wish to examine 
how far the practice of introducing a com- 
mon law Judge, and more especially a 
Chief Justice into the Cabingt, can be 
justified upon the ground of direct prece- 
dent, or even of analogy drawn from their 
habitual introduction into other branches 
of the coustitution.—And first, as to those 
parliamentary precedents which may be 
considered as of bigher authority than the 
practice of any individual, however emi- 
nent or respectable: this part of tne argu~ 
ment rests upon the three regency acts of 





name of the Chief Justice of the Ki 

Bench is introduced into the council of 
regency. It must be admitted, that the» 
acts give some. degree of countenance tp 
the introduction ot the Chief Justice in 
a situation of political trust, connected 
with the administration of the executiye 
government.—But, when the right hop, 
gent. assumes the Regency Council which 
was a fixed body, not removeable by the 
regent, and composed of other persons be 
sides the executive officers of the crowy, 
(the princes of the blood royal for instance, 
and the archbishop of Canterbury) tobe 
similar to the Cabinet, either in its constiy 
tution or in its functions, he assumes more 
than the obvious nature of that coungl 
will warrant.—Jt is also to be observed, 
that the authority of acts of parliament on 
points collateral and incidental to the 
main object of the act, more especially 
when no question arose at the time inte 
spect to such points, are entitled compare 
tively to but little attention. The genenl 
policy of these bills was, it is true, fully 
discussed, but no question was separately 
made upon the propriety of including the 
Chief Justice.. His nomination passed in 
silence. It was proposed in discussions 
on the act of 1705, to exclude from the 
council lord Godolphin, then at the head 
of the treasury, the objection in this i» 
stance was evidently levelled at the indiv- 
dual and not at the office, and the prop 
sition was over-ruled, as was anothert6 
include the lord mayor of London.—With 
these exceptions, the propriety of the 
official selections was little canvassed ; but 
if the Chief Justice’s name had even beea 
introduced into those bills on thé most 
mature deliberation, it would by no means 
follow that the same reasons must justily 
the introduction of that Magistrate into 
the Cabinet, which might properly induce 
the legislature to give him a place in a perm 
manent council of the nature alluded to, 4 
council entrusied, during the minority of 
absence of the sovereign, with the exerci? 
as well as with the conservation of the 
rights and property of the crown.—!tisal 
to be observed, except during the short pe 


riod of about five weeks, which elapsed be: 


tween the death of queen Anne and thea 
rival of George the First in England, tat 
none of these acts were ever acted upd 
No experience, therefore, could be had 
their practical inconvenience in this a. 
other instance; but, the most supe 
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gousideration of them will be sufficient to 
satisly any candid mind, that. their frame 
and constitution is wholly inapplicable to 
the present times. Their authority, as pre- 
cedents in the debates on the regency in 
1788, was generally condemned, and by 
no individual with more ability or effect 
than by the noble lord now at the head of 
his majesty’s councils, when he filled the 
chair of this house.—We have, however, a 
class of precedents entitled tu more con- 
those commissions 
roceeding immediately from the crown, 
which vested in certain persons under the 
title of Custodes Regni, removeable at plea- 
gure, and bearing, in that particular, a 
closer resemblance to the members of the 
Cabinet, such powers as are necessary for 
carrying on the executive government in 
the absence of the king. Of these, there 
are upwards of twenty which occur be- 
tween the revolution and the year 1755. 
But in none does the name of the Chief Jus- 
ticeappear. The Functions of the Custodes 
Regni being exercised under the direction 
of the sovereign, and upon communication 
with him, the same precautions were not 
requisite for the security of the rights of 
the crown, which were necessary while 
the king was minor; and this observation 
may.explain, why such characters as the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Chief 
Justice of the King’s Bench were intro- 
duced into the parliamentary councils of 
regency, whilst they were excluded from 
those immediately appointed by the crown. 
—The single correct precedent of modern 
timeson which any argument can be found- 
ed,isthat of lord Mansfield; an¢, in referring 
to that solitary case, it is fair to consider 
itas deriving a sanction not only from the 
evidence it affords of the noble lord’s own 
opinion on the subject, but from the ac- 
quiescence of those who either sat with 
him in the Cabinet, or suffered him to sit 
there unquestioned in parliament.—I con- 
sider the case of lord Mansfield, as the 
only one really in point: that of lord 
Hardwicke being clearly inapplicable, in- 
asmuch as he never had a seat in the Ca- 
binet, till he had accepted the Seals, and 
oly held the chief justiceship for a few 
months, till his successor Chief Justice Lee 
Was appointed. He had then ceased to 
atas Chief Justice, and had taken upon 
him the character and all the Functions of 
chancellor, political as well judicial—It 
might well be contended that the weight 
Mi prrsedent, were it stronger than it is, 
on. VI, 
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would only go to render it more necessary” 
to correct the practice if it be inexpedient,. 


-as I maintain it to be. The countenance’ 


which this measure may derive from pre= 
cedent, may render less censurable those 
by whom it has been advised or adopted :: 
but, perseverance in a bad practice cannot 
be justified on any such ground.—l own, 
however, that the precedent of «lord 
Manstield appears to me calculated rather 
to serve as a beacon, to warn his succes- 
sors what they should avoid; than to 
Operate as an encouragement to them te 
follow his example. No Judge cf more 
comprehensive knowledge, or of more 
splendid talents, ever sat upon the Bench, 
yet no, one ever possessed in a less degree 
the confidence of the public. He was re- 
garded with jealousy, (perhaps: unjustly 
so) as carrying his political feelings with 
him into court, and was never able to eons 
quer the effects of having so intimately 
connected himself with the politics aid 
the party of the day. There is every reas 
son to believe; that lord Mansfield was 
himself deeply impressed with the sense of 
his own indiscretion, in having become @ 
member of the Cabinet. He certainly de 
clined to return to it after the year 1765, 
and is said to have lamented to the last 
hour of his life, that he had ever suffered 
himself to be placed in this anomalous and 
hazardous predicament.—The arguments 
drawn by analogy from the circunistance 
of chief Justices being habitually members 
of the house of peers and of the privy 
council, will prove nothing in support of 
their being called to the Cabinet upon ors 
dinary occasions, if the purposes for which 
they are placed in those situations are fairly 
considered. The house of lords being 
Judicial body and a court of appeal, neces- 
sarily requires the presence of legal cha- 
racters, to conduct a jurisdiction which in 
practice devolves entirely on them, and no 
persons can be so fit to be entrusted with 
this task, as the chief Judges, and superior 
members of the ptofessions without whose 
aid the whole direction of the house on 
legal subjects would devolve on the chan 
cellor for the time being: a circumstance 
by no means to be desired.—So introduced 
into the legislature, they are certainly 
not precluded by any law from enterirg 
into all the heat of politics: but it is 
equally certain, that in so doing they would 
forfeit much of the respect and reverence, 
which is now paid to them,. and it would 
be Yd imputed te them as an improe 
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priety of conduct, not considered as the 
necessary effect of their being admitted 
into the house of peers, if they should use 
the privileges of the peerage in a manner 
inconsistent with the dignity of the judicial 
character.—The same reasoning applies to 
the privy council; the greater part of the 
business which comes before that council 
is of a judicial nature; and it is therefore 
necessary that persons of legal knowledge 
and experience should habitually attend 
on that body. Every privy counsellor is 
of course bound to afford his advice to his 
sovereign on all subjects upon which his 
majesty may think fit to call for it. On 
many points usually discussed in the Ca- 
binet, and not in the council at large, the 
assistance of the chief judges may be high- 
ly necessary, and to such oceasional .re- 
currence to them for advice we do not ob- 
ject. But, it does not follow from the 
right of the king, to call upon every indi- 
vidual privy: counsellor for advice as often 
as he shall see occasion, and from the ob- 
ligation imposed upon such privy coun- 
sellor by his oath to advise when called 
upon, that it is an expedient or a consti- 
tutional exercise of the prerogative to sum- 
mon a person exercising judicial functions, 
who is made a privy counsellor in order 
that he may be resorted to for occasional 
assistance on subjects of a special nature, 
to all the secret deliberations on state af- 
fairs, without any consideration of the 
purposes for which he was chiefly invested 
with the character of a privy counsellor: 
and it cannot, therefore, be cdntended, 
that the circumstance of a chief justice 
being a member of the privy council, proves 
the fitness or propriety of his having a seat 
in the Cabinet.—The inconveniences that 
may arise from his being a permanent mem- 
ber of the government, are many and ob- 
viouse Many cases are likely to come 
before him judicially of a description which 
must compel him either to abdicate his 
functions on the bench, and to leave to 
Others: the discharge of a duty which it 
belongs to himself to perform, or he must 
at under all the suspicion, and be expo- 
sed to all the jealousy which attaches-to a 
party interested in the cause. -Libels on 
the government of which he forms a part; 
prosecutions against a colleague for mal- 
versation ; trials for state offences, ‘or ques- 
tions connected with the construction of 
statutes in which the adminisiration of the. 
day take an interest, miust: all place a pé- 
litical chief justice in a difficult dilemma; he 
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must either deprive the coantry’ of the 
advantage of having justice adininistereg 
by the highest authority, or subject it to the 
more serious inconvenience of having it dix 
pensed by a person who is necessarily opey 
to vulgar, if not to rational suspicion.—By 
itis said by the right hon. gent. ifachiefjup 
tice may not habitually advise his majestyoy 
state affairs, why nvake him a privy counsel. 
lor, and how did it happen that chief barog 
Eyre tried the prisoners for treason, og 
whose case he had previously decided jy 
council? ‘The first point has been alread 
replied to; the latter will not appear to 
furnish the right hon. gentleman with 
greund of argument, if the nature of the 
proceeding be fairly considered. Chief 
Justice Eyre was not called to the Cabinet 
to mix himself in politics, to connect him 
self with the administration of thé day, or 
to exercise any political discretion what 
ever. He was summoned to the privy 
council at large as a magistrate ; in that 
capacity alone be acted; his duty there 
was to hear the evidence against the pth 
soners, to decide whether it was sufficient 
‘to warrant a committal, and for whet 
crime. His duty was in no respect dis 
tinguishable from that of an ordinary: me 
gistrate when a charge is brought befor 
him. It never has been contended that 
a justice of peace by committing a prisoner 
stood disqualified trom determining on the 
charge as a grand juror; or of sitting on 
the bench as a Judge. No reasonable ob 
jection can therefore be take to the com 
duct of the chief baron. But if he bad 
consulted in Cabinet on the political a 
pediency of bringing those persons to trial, 
if he had engaged in all the couneils o 
government of that particular period, ‘and 
had stored his mind with all the secret 
information which he would probably have 
found there, bearing more or less on the 
cases of those prisonérs, it would be mom 
strous to contend that under these circum 
stances, and with a mind’ so prepared, he 
could with propriety have been sent 
sit in judgment upon the parties accused, 
For these reasons, the practice of intte 
ducing a chief Justice of the King’s Benth 
into'Cabinet as an habitual adviser of th 
measures of the executive governmetl, 
‘appears to me to derive no ciuntenan® 
whatever from any analogy to be dram 
from the introduction of that magisttilt 
pinto the house of lords and privy couse; 
as little can it be supported by the circuit 
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Iuwthe first place, the chan- 
cellor.is ex officio an executive officer of state 
measures. All treaties or instruments with 
respect to our foreign relations, all granis 
athome, are sealed by hin under his per- 
sonal. responsibility : it seems therefore in- 
dispensable, that he should be a party to 
the councils of the government; but, ex- 
cept on trials before the peers, he exercises 
no. criminal jurisdiction. He holds his 
office during pleasure: his political func- 
tious are not less prominent than his judi- 
cial duties: bis existence in both: capacities 
depends, like that of any other member of 
the executive.government, upon the fate of 
the administration of the day. It is true, 
that he is charged with judicial functions 
of the, highest nature, but they relate not 
tothe life or liberty of the subject; they 
are of a description much less likely to be 
exercised, or (which is not less material to 
the present question) to be suspected of 
being exercised under any political bias, 
than those of the chief justice. Decisions 
on. property seldom attract the attention, 
or rouse the feelings of the public. The 
struggles of party have no connection with 
civil, suits; The chancellor could but 
little.serve the purposes of his party or 
gratify his politieal resentments by unjust 
decisions in his court. Besides, the suitor 
has. always av option of carrying his cause 
inthe first instance before the Master of 
the Rolls, a judicial officer holding his si- 
tuation, like any other judge, during good 
behaviour; and there is always an appeal 
open to the party from the decision of the 
chancellor to the house of lords.—In the 
exercise of a criminal jurisdiction there 
isa wide difference. In such courts, cases 
continually arise, which call forth the pas- 
sions of the people. ‘The judge who pre- 
sides on such occasions, can no otherwise 
hope to command the respect and confi- 
dence of the public, thau by standing un- 
connected with the questions which come 
before him, and totally uninterested in the 
event of the proceedings. But exclusive 
of the effects of this measure upon the 
character of a common law judge; should 
tuch a judge unfortunately be inclined to 
carry his party feelings and resentments 
with him to the bench, he certainly can 
apply them to purposes of oppres- 
#i0n with much less controul in criminal 
in civil cases, A right hon. and 
gent. (Mr. Bond) says, what has 

the chief justice ia such cases todg, but 
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to declare the law, possibly aided by some 
of his brethren, the jury deciding on the 
fact? But, independently of the influence 
which the summing up of the judge must 
necessarily have upon the verdict, the 
right hon. geut. forgets, that to him ex- 
clusively belongs the determination af 
the quantum of punishment in cases where 
it is discretionary : and as in the infliction 
of fine and imprisonment there is seldom 
any precise standard or any fixed princi- 
ples to resort to, it is obvious that in no 
exercise of the judicial authority may © 
abuse more easily prevail or (which is 
hardly less mischievous) will it be more 
readily imputed.—The case of commis; 
siovers of the great seal, if not decisive oa 
this subject, must at least be admitted 
strongly to mark the unwillingness which 
has prevailed to introduce common law 
judges into the Cabinet. Notwithstanding 
the expediency of having legal assistance 
there, and the reasonableness (as already 
stated) of allowing those who seal and 
execute acts of state to take a part in the 
previous deliberation, when the seals have 
been put into commission, none of the 
persons to whom they have been come 
mitted, not even the first commissioner, ap- 
pear to have ever sat in the Cabinet, Lord 
Loughborough during the administration 
coramonly known by the name of the Coa 
lition Administration, was not a Cabinet 
minister, although so highly distinguished 
for. public talents; a circumstance which 
carries with it a strong presumption that 
common law judges, until they were under 
stood virtually, if not actually, to have re- 
tired, were not considered as proper persons 
to be connected with politics, by being re+ 
gularly summoned to such a council. 
Being unable to sustain his argument either 
on the ground of precedeut or analogy, 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Fox) endeavours 
at once to get rid of the motion, by assum- 
ing that there is no such body known to 
the law or constitution, as a Cabinet coun- 
cil; that responsibility cannot attach to 
the individuals composing such a body, 
and that the constitution knows no respon, 
sibility except in those executive officers of 
the crown, who ia their respective depart 
ments carry the king’s orders into execu- 
tion. However it may suit the purposes 
of his present argument, I apprehend. the 
right hon. gent. would have been very little 
disposed, when he was himself outof office, 
to listen with patience to such a statement 
from any minister of the crown, Whtat 
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would he have ‘said if my Jate right hon.’ 
friend (Mr. Pitt) had disclaimed ,all re- 
‘sponsibility on account of the late confe- 
deracy on the Continent, referring his op- 
serene to my noble friend in another 

ouse (lord Mulgrave) as being alone re- 
sponsible for all such measyres, with the 
addition perhaps of the lord chancellor 
who affixed the great seal to the treaties? 
‘Would any minister bave.availed himself 
of so contemptible a subterfuge? or would 
the house have endured such a doctrine? 
Is not the Cabinet, in the modern practice 
of the constitution, as well known to par- 
liament as if the existence of such a coun- 
cil had been an object of express legisla- 
tive provision? have not the members of 
the Cabinet been always considered by the 
country, and have they not always consi- 
dered themselves, whatever may have been 
their offices, or even if they sat there 
without office, both as individually and 
collectively responsible for the measures 
of government? [It may frequently be 
more difficult to establish the fact of par- 
ticipation in the guilt of any criminal mea- 
sure against the minister who has only ad- 
vised, than it would be to prove it against 
the minister who has executed a measure, no 
other evidence being required in the latter 
case, than the order or instrument by 
which the criminal act has. been either di- 
rected or performed. But the greater or 
Jess degree of difficulty which may attend 
the proofs cf the fact, in particular instan- 
ces, cannot affect the general question of 
responsibility. When the commons im- 
peached lord Somers, lord Halifax, and 
lord Oxford, on account of the Partition 
Treaty, neither the lord Treasurer, Jord 
Helifax, nor lord Oxford, who presided at 
the Admiralty, could in the right hon. 
gent.’s sense of responsibility be deemed 
responsible ; yet the house of commons 
never hesitated to consider them as equally 
answerable for that measure with their col- 
leagues in the government. The right 
hon. gent. has admitted that any privy 
counsellor is liable to answer for the ad- 
vice which he may give to the crown; but 
he cannot by such admission exempt those 
privy counsellors who are avowedly select- 
ed, habitually to advise his majesty on the 
current affairs of his government, from 
that general responsibility which results 
of course from their being charged with the 
duty of giving that advice constantly and- 
systematically, which other privy coun- 
sellors are in the habit of giving only oc- 





casionally, if at all, - Independently, Hog 
ever, of the application of the right hoy 
gent.’s argument to the present question 
it is of no small importance. that the coup, 
try at large, and that Europe should & 
informed, whether the Cabinet coung} 
generally, with the noble lord (Grenyj 
at its head, is to be considered as respon 
sible for all the measures of governmeii 
or whether those alone who. carry injy 
execution the respective acts are answer, 
able? It is right that it shouldbe distinety 
understood, whether the only security 
have for the administration of ‘foreign af 
fairs on wise and sound principles isthe 
right hon. gent. himself; whether the mili 
tary system of the country is exclusively 
committed to the separate responsibili 
of the secretary of state for the war departs 
ment, and whether the first lord of the 
treasury’s responsibility is in the presogt 
administration, to be really viewed upoi 
all questions not immediately reluting'te 
his own immediate department, in no other 
light than in that of an ordinary: privy 
cvuunsellor? If the right hon, gent. ba 
failed in divesting lord Ellenborough of 
the responsible character of a minister, 
summoned as he is acknowledged to be 
habitually, and not occasionally, to’ the 
deliberations of the Cabinet; if he has fail 
ed to disprove the obvious inconveniences, 
to say the least of such an union of incom 
patible functions, in the same person; 
which must perpetually “compel him ‘9 
abandon his duty either as a Minister or 
as a Judge; if he bas failed to produce é- 
ther from precedent or analogy any ade 
quate arguments to sustain a practice 
obviously injurious; as little has he sues 
ceeded in establishing any sufficient ground 
either of expediency or necessity to justify; 
in the instance immediately before us, the 
adoption of a measure, which is open on 
general principles to the strongest objec 
tion. And first, as to the necessity of it 
Admitting, which I am perfectly readyto 
do, the personal qualifications of the it 
dividual for such a confidential trust, will 
the right hon. gent. contend, that without 
recurring to the King’s Bench, it was im 
possible for them to form their govert 
ment? Will he maintain that at least, ade 
quate qualifications for the Cabinet might 
not have been found in some other qual 
ter? Iam certainly not one of those who 
have discovered that the present adminite 


tration comprehends all the talents, all 


experience, all the respectability, or all: 
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the virtue of the country. But, would it 
got, on the other hand, be to disparage 
them unjustly, to suppose that this com- 
nsive Union of Parties, did not in 
the whole extent of the various connectives 
which it consists, afford the means of sup- 
ing lord Ellenborough’s place, leaving 
him at liberty to —pursue the duties of his 
own high situation? Can the right hon. 
gent. in justice to his own chancellor as- 
sert, that without the introduction of lord 
Filenborough, the Cabinet would have 
heen destitute of adequate legal abilities? 
Will he contend that the addition of the 
learned lord’s political and constitutional 
knowledge was absolutely requisite to the 
constitution of the government? To the 
sound constitutional principles of the noble 
and learned lord, I beg to be amongst the 
first to bear testimony; his presence in 
the Cabinet is certainly a circumstance 
which creates confidence and not distrust 
on my mind; and were he there without 
prejudice to what I must deem duties of 
superior importance, I should rejoice at 
his appointment. But, I cannot persuade 
myself that his place might not have been 
supplied by others equally entitled on ge- 
feral constitutional grounds to my confi- 
dence, who appear to have been unac- 
countably excluded, whilst his lordship has 
been'most unnecessarily included in breach 
ofconstitutional policy, if not of law.—If 
the appointment is not sustainable on the 
grounds of necessity, it appears still less 
capable of being supported on considera- 
tions of Policy and Expediency.—Can the 
right hon. gent. contemplate the judicial 
system of the country; can he advert to 
the wise principles upon which it has been 
framed and improved; the care that has 
been taken to render the situation of a 
judge not only independent of every influ- 
ence and especially of that of the crown, 
but to consider them as a distinct order in 
the community, to which the nation might] 
look up with unlimited confidence as solely 
adentirely devoted to the administration 
ofjustice, and removed from the political 
cabals or party struggles of the times? 
Can he thus contemplate the dignified and 
weful situation of a judge acting within 
hisproper sphere, and deem it either of 
t importance or of little danger to 
call upon a chief justice, to descend from 
such an eminence for the purpose of in- 
+ B volving himself in all the confusion and 
‘BMssitudes of political life? What esti- 
mate the right hon. gent, is prepared. at 





this moment to form of the confidence or 
popularity which attaches to the present 
administration, it is not for me to surmise. 
But, whether he is disposed to feel more 
or less sanguinely upon this point, I am 
sure he has known too, much of political 
life, to take for granted, that it may not in 
progress of time, and perhaps at no very 
distant period, become not only unpopular 
but odious. Why, then, in the eyes of 
the nation, are the character and influence 
of our First Criminal Judge, in short all 
his best means of doing good, to be un- 
necessarily embarked in the frail and un. 
certain fate of this or any administration ? 
Why is he to be thus exposed to all the 
jealousy, to all the hatred, to all the ree 
proaches (frequently most unjust), which 
those in high political stations are doomed 
to suffer? As long as he remains on the 
bench of justice, abstracted from such strug- 
gles, whatever errors he may commit, 
however he may find himself compelled to 
ct in opposition to the popular feeling, his 
conduct will be regarded with confidence, 
and even his mistakes will be respected, 
All parties will concur in upholding him, 
But, let him-once assume the character of a 
party man and a politician, let him once 
embark in the same bottom with the ads 
ministration of the day, and he is imme+ 
diately exposed to all the rancour, to all 
the fair censure, to all the illiberal and 
unjust reproach to which governments are 
liable. These popular prejudices will pursue 
him into the courts of justice, and he will 
there find suspicion and crimination sub 
stituted for that confidence and reverence 
which attended on him while he was only. 
a judge.—That the objection of Influence’ 
cannot be dismissed from this case, will be 
obvious when we consider the high value 
attached by all men to a seat in the Ca~ 
binet. The right hon, gent. has argued 
as if, because a chief judge is usually a 
privy counsellor, and because a seat at 
that board is a situation which most men 
are desirous of obtaining, and which they 
are unwilling to be deprived of, it must 
therefore follow, that the objection on the 
score of influence would not be strength- 
ened by the introduction of a judge from 
the privy council into the Cabinet. Rut 
surely it cannot be contended, that the 
degrees of influence arising from the two 
situations are in any respect to be com- 
pared to each other. Can an ordinary 
seat at the privy council, which does not ne~ 
cessarily give, orin its consequences lead to, 
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any political confidence, and from which 
no one is ever removed except for mis- 
conduct, bear any comparison with the si- 
tuation of a person included among those 
members of the council to whom his ma- 
Jesty intrusts the general administration of 
his affairs, and who, for the time, are col- 
lectively charged with the trust of advising 
him upon every act of his government? 
Looking at the spirit of those wise and 
salutary provisions which were brought to 
PE eenen upon the gracious suggestion of 
ig present majesty, and admitting the fair 
distinction that has been taken between 
honorary situations and those attended 
with emolument, can we doubt that a seat 
im the Cabinet (though unaccompanied 
with salary) furnishes, with respect to nine 
men in ten, more substantive means of in- 
fluence than any oflice in the state, how- 
ever lucrative, to which a similar mark of 
€enfidence does not attach? I must there- 
fore maintain, even upon this ground, that 
the appointment of lord Ellenborough to a 
Seat in the Cabinet is a departure from the 
Spirit, if not from the letter of those laws, 
by which the legislature has endeavoured 
to prevent the crown, that is, the minister 
of the day, from exercising any influence 
whatever over the Judges of the land.— 
Upon the whole, I consider the removal of 
the chief justice of the King’s Bench from 
his natural and proper functions for the 
purpose of converting him into.the mixed 
character of judge and politician, and of 
making him necessarily a member of a 
party, to be a most unwise and, if perse- 
vered in, a most unjustifiable proceeding ; 
that it is in the present mstance to be 
defended on no grounds of necessity or 
even of apparent political expediency ; that 
it. is a practice not to be supported by 
apy analogy known to the constitution ; 
that the only instances from statute, which 
can be argued in any degree to countenance 
it, are of imperfect authority in themselves, 
- and are cases of a special nature standing 
upon their own grounds, rather forming 
exceptions, than tending to establish a 
general rule; and that the only direct 
precedent, namely, that of lord Mansfield, 
amounts, when it is considered with all its 
circumstances and consequences, to a con- 
demnation of the practice. I deprecate 
the measure as calculated to raise a feeling, 
with respect to the judicial system of the 
country, which perhaps, with the exception 
of the-period when lord Mansfield presided 


en the bench, has never, at least in modern 


times, been known to exist. In. all thy 
difficulties and dangers to which the est, 


-blishments.of the country have beea ex: 


posed, the purity of the administration gf 
Justice has never been made a matter 
question, The bitterest enemies of th 
constitution have never ventured to Utter 
even a suspicion against it. 
of our system, which, in the eyes of 
foreign nation, most exalts and distinguish 
es the: country. It is that, the value gf 
which is most felt at home, and is cale 
lated, from the universal sense of its q 
proach to perfection, and the attachment 
which it commands, to protect and presere 
the whole.—Will, then, the right hon, gent, 
for purposes of party or personal conye 
nience, venture to break in upon suche 
system? Can he pretend to say thatit 
existence does not, above all other circum 
stances, depend on the independence of the 
judges? or could he point out any, mod 
by which it is more hkely seriously toby 
brought into disrepute and suspicion, thay 
by making the judges politicians, and by 
replacing them in any degree under. the 
influence of the crown? J am satisfied 
that public opinion never was more detis 
ded on any quesiion than on the present 
Whatever may be the result of the pie 
sent discussion, the. more the subjects 
examined, the less disposition there willbe, 
I trust, to persevere in it new, or to,ventute 
to recur to it at a future day. On thew 
grounds I have felt it my duty to state 
tully my sentiments on the question, and 
I cannot conclude without expressingle 
the right hon. gent. my conviction, tha 
he will find no reason to felicitate himself 
upon the part he has taken on the pre 
sent occasion, that in proportion as te 
subject is canvassed and understood, tht 
deliberate judgment of the public willbe 
against him; and I think I may ventureto 
assure him, whatever political sins eithe 
past or future he may have to answer fat 
to his country, that for none will be find 
them less disposed to forgive him, than ar 
thus lending himself to a measure, the ter 
dency of which is to break. down the pill 
ciples upon which the pure administratia 
of public justice, and consequently th 
liberties of the British nation, preemi 
depend. 3 
Lord Henry Petty said, he should a 
have troubled the house after the @ 
speech of his right hon. friend, had it oo 
been for the allusion. to himself. His lat 
ship said, that the correctness of the pir 
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‘feation quoted by the right hon. gent.. 


(Mr. Canning) might, for various reasons, 
be disputed, particularly in giving an ac- 
count of sentiments where, in order’ to 
do justice to them, it was necessary to 

ve the very words. It was impossi- 
ble that his. noble and revered relation, 
eould be ignorant that lord Mansfield had 


been a member of the Cabinet, because, 


in point of fact, his noble relation had, in 
the year 1763, when in the board of trade, 
peen frequently summoned to Cabinet coun- 
disat which lord Mansfield sat. That could 
be no discovery in the year 1775; and 
ifhe knew it, he could not have considered 
jtunconstitutional,without, atthe same time, 
expressing that Opinion which lord Chat- 
ham and others, had they thought so, would 
likewise, in all probability, have done. His 
lordship contended, that what was now de+ 
pounced as unconstitutional in a judge, 
had been done in 1795, when, on a person 
who turned out to be a maniac, attacking 
the king,-lord Kenyon had been summoned 
tothe Cabinet council, to be present at 
the examination of the man, at whose trial 
he afterwards presided. He contended that 


‘the measure was consistent with precedent, 


with principle, and with practice, and he 
illustrated his sentiments by an examina- 
tion of some of the precedents quoted. ‘He 
concluded with saying, that if the argu- 
ments used on the other side were well 
founded, it would be proper in govern- 
ment to bring in a bill to disqualify the 
thief justice of the King’s Bench from gi- 
Ying advice to his majesty, to disable the 
judges of the admiralty, who tried prize- 
tauses, from sitting at the council board, 
when prize instructions were prepared, or 
sitting at the cockpit, where appeals were 
heard; and this system of disqualification 
might be applied to most of the great offi- 
ters of the crown. 

Mr. Perceval said, that notwithstanding 
theextraordinary display of ability exhibited 
by the right hon, gent. (Mr. Fox) the ques- 
tion stood exactly where it did. The public 
fentiment, which he had taken much pains 
to ascertain, was, that the measure was 
dangerous, unconstitutional, and alarming; 
ad he was sure that the discussion would 
extend that opinion, which among all 
thsses and parties, even among the friertds 
Othe ministry, was universal. The com- 
Mion sense of the matter was this, that the 

ions of a chief justice of the King’s 
Bench, and a member of the Cabinet, were 
licompatible ; end it was even admitted by 
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the right hon. gent. (Mr. Bond), that; in 


off, that the other might be retained. If 
any man could execute both functions 
without inconvenience and reproach, it 
was his noble and learned friend, lord El- 
lenborough. But the incompatibility was 
manifest. Not only in the case of libels 
would the lord chief justite be reduced ta 
the necessity of foregoing his duties, or 
standing exposed either to the suspicion 
of severity, in punishing the person 6 

whom he was attacked, in common wi 

his colleagues. He might even fall into 
the error of an honourable mind, in going 
to excess of lenity to avoid the suspicion 
which his situation would give -him. A 
judge, too, might be called upon to de- 
cide in law, such as embargoes, &c. mea- 
sures Originating in the Cabinet, not in the 
privy council, though passing there; and 
could a judge be perfectly impartial in cone 
sidering what damages ought to be given to 
a party claiming them, in consequence of 


an act of government which he had advised? 


Would the public, in troublesome times, 
such as, some years since, existed, when 
prosecutions were frequent against seditious 
persons, be satisfied of the purity of that 
justice administered by a judge, the col 
league of the Cabinet ministers, who thought 
prosecutions necessary ? It wasevident how 
much the character of our public justice 
would suffer; how much the character 
of a judge would be degraded, from being 
confounded with the party polities of the 
day. He did not say that the measure was 
illegal, but he contended it was hi 

Giettyedient: He alluded to the cat’, 
Despard, and asked how thejudge, whe 
as a cabinet minister had addressed the 
court, could have tried an action for false 
imprisonment, had one been brought, as 
might have been in that case, had aot the 
very circumstances attending the evert 
furnished the proof which otherwise would 
have been defective? He alladed to his 
own opinion on the volunteer question; and 
asked how a judge, a member of the Cabi- 
net, who adopted that opinion, could have 
satisfactorily tried the question? In a word, 
judges ought to be as impartial between the 
executive government and the party in all 
public prosecutions, as between individuals 
in common cases. He then went ever the 
different precedents, and contended that 
the only one which applied directly, (that 
of Jord Mansfield,) ought to. discourage a 
repetition of the attempt. It was impos- 
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sible to say what part the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Fox) would have acted, had this mea- 
sure been resorted to by a ministry he op- 
posed : but, if he was serious in his attach- 
ment to liberty, of which ‘all over the 
world,” he was an affectionate toaster; it 
was natural to think he would have opposed 
a thing so inconsistent with the true prin- 
ciples of freedom. He was satisfied, that 
if ministers did not now see the impro- 
priety of the measure, they soon would be 
convinced by the disapprobation of the 
country. He rather thought they doubted 
its propriety, but were too obstinate to 
confess their error. They would find, how- 
ever, that it would have been better to 
have given up the point when its danger 
‘was first exposed, than to have waited till 
the discussion rendered it more odious all 
over the country. He concluded with 
saying, that the first error, considering the 
authorities and examples, was venial ; but, 
to persevere would be a crime, because 
without the least necessity the measure 
risked that which was so dear and so 
important to the country, the pure and 
the unsuspected administration of jus- 
tice, 

Mr. Sheridan said, he was not a little 
surprised at the language of the hon. and 
learned gent. who spoke last. He seemed 
to condemn the conduct of ministers, be- 
cause, the moment notice was given of the 
present motion, modesty had not induced 
them to accede to the object of it without 
rendering a discussion necessary. The late 
minister, with whom that hon. and learned 
gent. had acted, had not certainly often 
shewn this excess of modesty, and at least 
his right hon. friend near him (Mr. Fox) 
‘had not the advantage of any such exam- 
ple from their immediate predecessors in 
office. He did not, however, wonder, that 
the hon. and learned gent. wished to avoid 
the debate; in this respect, his discretion 
was commendable; for he had been able 
to support his favourite position by such 
frivolous arguments, that its weakness was 
completely exposed. But the hon. and 
learned gent. said, he had used the greatest 
industry to collect the public sentiments, 
‘and the opinions given, from all descrip- 
‘tions of persons were uniformly against 
the appointment of lord Ellenborough to 
‘a' seat in the Cabinet. There were two 
‘ways of asking questions; the one to gra- 
tify innocent curiosity, the other to excite 
mischievous suspicions: what was the de- 
‘sign’of the hon, and learned gent, in his 
* ee M - 3° ae - a ‘ . : 


enguiries, he would not presume to dete 
mine.—Some remurks had been made on 
the new opposition; he, for one, did ng 
deprecate their exertions: whether it wer, 
an attachment he felt to the old benches, 
or whatever was the cause, he did not know; 
but certain it was, he did not wish to se 
them hastily abandoned by their presen, 
occupants; he certainly thought every aq. 
ministration the better for an Opposition, 
even that of his right hon. friend (Mp, 
Fox) with all his partiality for him, 
He hoped the new opposition would by 
vigilant, and even wished that they might 
be over-zealous, or any thing but oven 
numerous. He could endure the language 
of impatience from the hon. gentlemen iq 
their altered predicament; one of then 
had lost a warm naval cloak (Mr. Can 
ning) ; another, a splendid India shawl (lord 
Castlereagh); and a third, a graceful pro. 
fessional robe (Mr. Perceval); and it wa 
natural to expect, they would feel a littl 
the chill of disappointment. The hon. and 
learned gent. said, that lord Mansfield wa 
a warning to every chief justice in future, 
on account of the distress he suffered from 
his folly in accepting a seat in the Cabinet, 
Lord Mansfield went out of office in 1760, 
for the best reason in the world, because 
he was turned out, In 1765, he again came 
into oftice, and soon afterwards went outfor 
the same good reason, which he might a 
sign in common with the hon. gentlemenop 
posite, because he could stay in no longer: 
thus it was the most shocking thing that 
the chief justice should know any particw 
lars of a charge before it appeared ona 
indictment in court. Did not the bon, 
and learned gent. remember, very recently, 
in our history, that the chief justice of 
the common pleas, sir James Eyre, attended 
in the Cabinet, in the complicated cased! 
high treason, charged against Mr. Hardy 
and others; and after being so consulted, 
that learned judge was put at the head of 
the commission, although by. his advice 
they were accused and brought to trial! 
The nature of the situation of a chid 
justice rendered him a political, as well# 
a judicial character. Would not evel 
man in the kingdom be surprised, if 
were told that a late attorney-general had 
refused the office of chief justice, becau® 
he had mixed himself too much in stale 
affairs? but it would appear yet 0m 
extraordinary, if a gentleman in thassil 
tion, not feeling such a repugnance t0 
high office, should support with so 
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energy the separation of the judicial cha- 
racter. These hints were rather thrown 
out for the private reflection of the hon. 
and learned gent. than for the general at- 
tention of the house. The principle con- 
tended from on the other side of the house, 
if right, ought to be carried to its full ex- 
tent; and a chief justice ought neither to 
be a privy counsellor nor a peer of parlia; 
ment, Was this high officer to be placed 
jn astate of monastic seclusion, lest, by 
meddling with the affairs of the world, the 

rity of his habits should be violated ? 
As early as the time of Edward III. con- 


gervators of the realm were appointed, 


and the chief justice was oue of the four 
nominated. The constitution on various 
important occasions seemed to look to the 
chief justice as to the rock on which the 
pational security should be founded. With 
regard to the inconvenience which was 
gupposed might arise from the responsibi- 
lity of the chief justice, in his political 
character, as a cabinet minister; he had 
no such liability, and therefore no such 
disadvantagecould accrue. The right hon. 
geat. concluded with expressing his con- 
grn.at sustaining with so little propriety 
amd dignity his new character; and the 
house would excuse him, if, with such short 
notice, he had not learned his part. 

Mr. Wilberforce began by observing, that 
he should speak with great seriousness on 
atopic on which the right hon. gent. who 
had just sat down, had touched with his 
usual jocoseness; and declared that it gave 
him real pain to be uader the necessity of 
taking a part that night, which might per- 
haps be construed into a disposition to 
oppose the new government. To enter 
into systematic opposition as a party man, 
was contrary alike to his principles and 
his feelings, and he could sincerely assure 
his majesty’s ministers that he wished to 
support them, and that it would give him 
pleasure if their measures should be such 
ato enable him to gratify this inclinatjon. 
But the present occasion was one on which 
hefelt it his indispensable duty to support 

motion of his hon. friend below him 
{ilr, Stanhope); and he must say, that note 
Wihstanding his admiration of the uncom- 
peyelents which had been exhibited by 


tight hon. gent. opposite to him (Mr. 

fox), who. had also been very ably sup- 

ted by the noble lord (lord Henry 

) the real strength, the plain common 

col the question remained utterly un- 

Maken, me it would be impossible for 
I. 


QL. 


37) PARL, DEBATES, Mar. 3, 1806.—Ld. Ellenborough’s Seat in the Cabinet. [388 


any considerate man to deny, that the ap- 
pointment of the first criminal Judge to a 
place in his majesty’s executive govero- 
ment* was, though not absolutely illegal, 
yet most undeniably unconstitutional, and 
such as tended to impair and ultimately to 
destroy that peculiar excellency which had 
been the chief glory of our whole political 
system, which had called forth most warm- 
ly the admiration of writers in their closets, 
and had been the means of conveying se- 
curity and comfort to the inhabitants of 
this happy island. But before he stated 
his objections to the measure itself, he 
begged leaved to premise that personally 
he had no objection at all to lord Ellen- 
borough, on the contrary, he highly re- 
spected that noble lord, and thought that 
his talents, his constitutional principles, 
his undaunted firmness, and resolute ip- 
dependence of character, would make him 
a most valuable addition to his majesty’s 
present Cabinet. But on general princi- 
ples he must protest against the measure : 
First, because it tended directly to violate 
the great principle of the independence of 
the Judges. That was a subject on which 
he need not enlarge. Every gentleman's 
own mind would supply the necessary ar- 
guments. But, to what purpose were all] 
the laborious precautions by which the 
independence of the Judges fad been ge- 
cured, and which had received the finishing 
hand at the* beginning of his present ma- 
jesty’s reign, if the king could exercise that 
influence over the mind of a judge, which 
he would possess by being able to grant to . 
him during pleasure, and at any time to 
turn him out from, a situation, the value 
and importance of which he need no other- 
wise establish, than by stating that it was 
confessedly the great obje¢t of the ambi- 
tion of the greatest and the ablest men in 
this cauntry? It would not be affirmed 
that the salary annexed to these situations 
was their chief temptation. No! it was 
the love of power, of pre-eminence, of 
command. ‘The hon. gentlemen opposite 
to him would not deny that these were 
their own feelings; and where, then, would 
be the consistency of preventing a judge 
being removable from his judicial: office, 
of preventing bim from receiving any in- 
crease of salary from the crown, and al- 
lowing the king to grant or take away from 
him; at atime, too, when he was already 
as affluent as he could desire, a situation 
which was, above all others, the object of 
pursuit in high and honourable minds? 
ee 
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But, secondly, the hon. gent. declared, that 
even making the judge a politician was in 
itself most highly objectionable,and especial- 
ly soaccording to those partyprineipleswhich 
were so popular with the hon, gentlemen op-. 
posite to him, though he himself retained all 
his old objections to them in full force; it 
was the great glory ofthe adininistration of 
‘justice in this country that for many years, 
notwithstending all the violence of con 
- tending factions, it had never even incurred 
the suspicion of being tainted by political 
connection or party bias. But would this 
be so in future? Could any man divest 
himself altogether of the feelings and pre- 
‘possessions of the minister when’he went 
to assume the office of the Judge ? Suppose 
the country divided into two great parties 
mutually accusing each other of tyranny 
and sedition; suppose the judge in pos- 
session of his ministerial situation, called 
upon to try the firebrand of the day, would 
he be likely to judge him with an impartial 
mind? or, if the judge himself had been 
turned out of office and was in opposition 
as ah ex-minister, might he not be likely 
to favolir him?’ But there was still perhaps 
another question behind. Would he not be 
generally suspected of favouring him m 
the one situation, or of being actuated by 
a spirit of hostility towards him in the 
other? The general estimation in whith 
the Judgés of this country were’ held, was 
itself, the han. gent. declared, of extreme 
importance. ‘Fhere was not perhaps any 
thing which so much endeared our politi- 
cal'system to the people of this country, so 
much as the firm persuasion of-the perfect 
impartiality with which justice, especially 
‘ ourcriminal justice, was administered. And 
surely this was the very last period in which 
we should consent to achange which would 
have the effect of more than bringing into 
question this great object of the people’s 
attachment. Surely, at a time when the 
circumstances of this country were such 
as to call for the efforts of every individual 
in its defence, when heavy burthens must 
be borne and large sacrifices must be made, 
this was not a time to weaken that love of 
the constitutional laws of our country, 
whieh it’should rather be our endeavour to. 
inflame and increase.—It might, perhaps, 
appear’an objection of an inferior kind ; 
only however because there were others of 
such extreme importance, that introducing 
a-Judge into the Cabinet ‘and making bim 
@ politician, would engross perhaps no 


which the important duties of his jndjojg} 
functions might well claim entire and gyi 
diminished, ‘As a mere member of the 
house of lords, he would not be likely to 
busy himself much with political mat 
‘But, when he should be called upon regs 
larly and habitually to take a partin déyj 
sing, and framing, and executing, and de 
fending all the measures of executive'gn. 
vernment throughout their whole exteng 
the case would be widely different. ff 
would’be impossible for him to fulfil this 
duty, without abstracting much of th 
time and attention which ought to bed 
voted to the duties of his judicial offican 
There was abother objection ‘of gréat im 
portauce, which be would the rather u 
because it had not hitherto been’ touched 
on by any gentleman who had hither 
spoken.’ It was known that the Judge 
could only be removed from their‘situg 
tions by the address of the two houses@ 
parliament. ‘Thus the two houses wereby 
law constituted the standing superintetié 
ants of the conduet of the Judges of the land, 
@ most important duty which they were well 
qualified to perform so long as the Judges 
should remain without any close connection 
with our great political parties. But, how 
would this duty be fairly and impartially 
administered atter a Judge, by becoming’ 
inember of the Cabinet, should become 
identified with the government of th 
country, should consequently be ¢ 
connected with the ruling party in 
houses,’ and be in hostility to the party it 
opposition? His conduct, whatever it might 
be, continually arraigned by one party, — 
would be defended by. the other. Ft might 
become one common mode and formol 
opposition to attack the professional ch 
racter of a Judge.—The hon. gent. said, i 
‘would only add on this head ; the cons 
derations he had just been urging wodld 
abundantly prove how hittle it accorded 
with the genius and spirit of our constitt 
tion, to make our first criminal Judges 
member of executive government; and 
afforded an answer to what had been state 
that there was no positive law against i 
measure. The answers which bad ta 
made to the motion by the hon entlentet 
opposite to him, had been so fully repli 
to, that he would only toueh lightly oma 
for two of them. ‘he instance of k 
Mansfield had been mentioned as a jut 
cation of the measure. But it weiglt 
with him in the directly opposite scale 
For, was there ever a Judge to whol 
yo 





aryall ‘share of that time and’ ais 
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wasso strongly objected that he carried 
his political prepossessions to the seat of 
‘stice? Now it is cccounted for; he was 
amember ofthe Cabinet. We before had 
the phenomena; now we have the salution 
ofthem. The conclusion, therefore, was 
demonstrably clear. His trying lordGeorge 
Gordon, for being the instigator of a mob, 
by which his own house had been burnt, 
had been this day mentioned. ‘The hon. 
nt. said, he would only adduce it as a 
oof of the habits of mind which had been 
produced by his being accustomed to con- 
sider bimself as a political character, who 
was to take his side and go with his party, 
and how entirely this habit of mind had de- 
stroyed that instinctive delicacy whici, 
prompted a Judge to shrink from any thing 
which might give a bias or prepossession 
to his judgement. But, in truth, the hon. 
gent. remarked, all the arguments of the 
wlemen on the other side, were ground- 
ed on the common fallacy of pushing a 
principle to extremes, and arguing that if 
it was not true to the utmést possible ex- 
tent, it was to be held of no force or vali- 
dity at all; that therefore, because he and 
his friends did not. object to-a Judge’s 
being in the house of lords or the privy 
council, that therefore they had no right 
to object to his being in the Cabinet also: 
no species cf reasoning was more unsound. 
But after all, the hon. gent. said, he would 
ask, as his hon. friend below him had done, 
cui dono? What sutficient motive could be 
alledged for the measure objected to? 
Could any temporary convenience of par- 
_ ties in the formation of a ministry, be for a 
moment to be set in the balance against 
even the possible and remote existence of 
evils, such as had been announced? He 
could enlarge much‘ on this head; but he 
would detain the house no longer. He 
would only conjure gentlemen to consider 
this subject with the seriousness which it 
deserved. He would remind thenr that 
it went to fundamentals ; that it touched 
the very vitals of the constitution ; that it 
tended to aflect the impartial administra- 
tion of justice, our best possession and our 
highest glory; and to impair that peculiar 
excellency of our whole system which the 
People-of this country had long regarded 
with the greatest admiration and endear- 
Ment.—-Aiter a few words from general 
Lennox, the house divided ; when there 
appeared; for Mr. Spencer Stanhope’s 
Motion 64; for the order of the day 222; 
Wajority. 158,. : 
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List of the Minority. 
Ainslie, R. S. Lenox, C. 
Babington, T. Long, Right Hon. C. 
Bagwell, Wm, Longfield, M. 
Binning, Lord Leuvaine, Lord 
Baker, W. ' Mordaunt, C. 
Bootie, G. W. Maiowaring, G. B, 
Bourne, W.S. . Morland, W. 
Brodie, J- Marsham, Lord 
Broderick, Hon. W. Osborn, J. 
Browne, I. H. Paget, Hon. E. 
Burton, General Primrose, Lord 
Canning, Right Hon. G, Percival, Hon. S, ~ 
Castlereagh, Lord Phipps, Hon. E: 
Cowper, Hon S, Pole, Hon. W. 
De Blaquiere, Lord Powell, J. Kynaston 
Dalrymple, Sir H. Rose, Right Hon. G, 
Dillon, Hon. H. A. , Rose, G. H. 
Egerton, Wm. Ryder, Hon. R. 
Elis, C. R. Seymour, Lord R. 
Fellows, W- Sitwell, F. 
Fitzharris, Lord Smith, T. A. 
Fitzhugh, W. Stanhope, W. 
Foster, Right Hon. J. Stewart, Hon. 
Garlies, Lord Tarleton, B, 
Hammett, J. Templetown, Lord 
Hinchinbruok, Lord Wallace,, F. 
Holford, G. P. Ward, R. :; 
Huskisson, W. Wortley, J. A. & 
Jeffery, J. Wilberforce, W. 
Lascelles, Hon. E. Williams, Robert 
Lascelles, Hon. H. Wright, J. A. 
Le Fleming, Sir M. Willoughby, H. 
Leigh, R. H. 


S. 
c. Ww. 


= 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tuesday, Merch 4. 


{[Mrxures.] Lord Crewe was introduced 
between lord Vernon and lord Carysfort. 
His patent of creation having been read at 
the table, his lordship took the oaths and 
his seat.—Lord Eldon delivered his opi- 
nion at some length respecting the appeal 
from Scotland, Ogilvy v. the Carran Com- 
pany, after which he- moved to postpone 
the further consideration of it till Friday. 
Ordered.—Mr, Alexander; and several 
other members of the commons, brought 
up the Qualification Indemnity bill and 
three private bills, which were severally 
read a first time. , 

{Witnesses’ Inpesnity Biii.] Lord 
Holland moved the order of the day upon 
this bill. for the purpose of postponing it. 
Understanding, he said, from what passed 
in the~house in consequence of the opi- 
nions delivered by the Judges, that there 
was an intention of framing a declaratory 
act as to what the law really was respect- 
ing the liability of a witness to. answer 
questions of the nature stated in the ques-. 
tions referred to the Judges, he did not 
wish to presssthis bill at the present mo- 
ment. He must confess, however, that he 
had not any very sanguine expectation of 
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an effectual law being framed upon this 
subject, and therefore he did not like to 
Jet go his bill altogether as, in case the 
nuble and learned lords could not agree in 
framing a declaratory law sufficient for the 
purpose, he should then consider it neces- 
sary tO press on their lordships’ considera- 
tion the indemnity bill, which it would in 
that case be expedient to pass. He moved 
to discharge the order for summoning their 
lordships and to renew it for Friday. 

Lord Eldon assured the noble lord that 
his noble and learned friend on the wool- 
sack had lost no time in preparing a decla- 
ratory bill, which the. difference of opinion 
amongst the Judges had rendered ‘neces- 
sary. His noble and learned friend had 
submitted the bill to his consideration; 
and he, thinking there were several objec- 
tions to it, framed another, which, how- 
ever, On consideration, he thought’ was 
more objectionable than that drawn by his 
noble and learned friend. The subject was 
involved in considerable difficulties, and he 
had great doubts whether a bill could be 
so framed as to provide-against the excep- 
tions which necessarily occurred to the ge- 
neral rule. 

The Lord Chancellor thought there would 
be tittle difficulty in framing a general de- 
claratory law upon the subject. It was 
obvious that some measure was necessary, 
jn cousequence of the opinions delivered 
by the Judges. 


the opinion of the majority of the Judges; 


jn that case, the law upon the subject 
The 
mode, however, in which these questions 
had heen put to the Judges, and the answer 
they bad given, rendered it absolutely ne- 
cessary to resort to a declaratory law upon 
the subject, which was the only method of 
He 
held in his hand a bill which he had fra- 
med, and which he thought would answer 
the purpose, declaring that it was, and ever 
had been the law, that a witness was bound 
to answer any question, although such an- 
swer might acknowledge, or tend to ac- 
knowledge a debt, or render him liable to 
He was aware, however, of 
the necessity of having @ proviso, with re- 
spect to the exceptions to this general rule, 
and be hoped his noble and learned friend 
Coss Eldon) would tuke the subject into 


would have keen settled for ever. 


proceeding they could now adopt, 


a civil suit, 
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Had the questions arose 
out of a proceeding by writ of error to that 
house, thejr lordships would have had to 
decide judicially upon the law, and would 
most probably have decided according to 
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his consideration.—Some further conversgs 
tion ensued between lords Holland, Eldon, 
Auckland, and the lord Chancellor.’ Lord 
Holland reminded the house that’ a bill 
upon this subject was already before their 
lordships, brought in by a noble earl (Stan. 
hope). Lord Eldon condemned altogether 
the principle of that bill. The lord chap. 
cellor expressed a wish that lord Eldon 
would, at a private interview, assist him jn 
adding to the bill he had already drawn, a 
proper proviso. Lord Eldon said, if hig 
noble aud learned friend would present his 
bill, he would then propose a proviso. Lord 
Holland observed, that the two noble 
and learned lords seemed to differ wide] 

with respect to the intended bill, and thé 
noble and learned lord on the other side 
the house to differ from himself. He thought 
it absolutely necessary there should be some 
understanding as to whether such a bill 
would be brought in or not. The lord 
chancellor undertook to present a bill of 
that description to the house as soon as he 
had had a private interview on the subject 
with his noble and learned (lord Eldon). 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, March 4. 
{Minutes.] Lord J. Townshend, took 
the oaths and his seat.—Lord Ossulston 
gave notice that he would to-morrow bring 
forward a motion relative to the debt of 
the East-ludia company.—Mr. W. Smith 
presented a petition from Messrs. Chalmers 
and Cowie, Swedish merchants under the 
following circumstances: when a commit- 
tee of the house was appointed, during the 
late scarcity, to enquire into the causes of 
the high price of provisions, &c. two Swee 
dish merchants had appeared before that 
committee, and undertook the importation 
ofa large quantity of herrings, from Sweden, 
with a view to relieve, in some measure, 
the distresses of the people. Under the 
sanction of the committee they sent outa 


rings before the news could arrive, which 
might have raised the price of herrings in 
Sweden. A great quantity was provided, 
and in this situation it was found necessary 
by government, in pursuance of a more 
pressing policy, to lay an embargo on Swe- 
dish vessels. None could consequently come 
here from Sweden; and though the metr 
chants had immediately done every thing 
in their power to dispose of the herrings to 
the. best advantage, they had lost no less 
than 35,000/, by the speculation, They 
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plied to the lords of the treasury who sent 
the matter to be examined by the commis- 
tioners of the customs. It had afterwards 
been before a committee of parliament, 
put the press of public business prevented 
areport, The affair, therefore, must be 
prought forward anew. It was a peculiarly 
hard vase, and deserved the attention of 
the house. The petition was then ordered 
to be referred to a committee.—Mr. Ba- 


ington presented a Petition of the court 


of directors of the Sierra Leone Company, 
setting forth, “ that in the month of Dec. 
1903, the petitioners presented a petition 
to the house, praying for a sum of money 
to be granted to the said company, to ena- 
ble them to maintain the colony of Sierra 
Leone; and that the said petition was re- 
ferred to a committee, who, after a full 
and particular examination of the matters 
¢ontained in it, made their report to the 
house on the 27th of Feb. 1804; and that 
the committee stated in the said report, 
that the objects for which the colony of 
Sierra Leone wasestablished were likely to 
be more effectually attained by transferring 
the civil and military authority of it to the 
crown: but they were also of opinion, that 
unless such a transfer should. be effected, and 
until it took place, there appeared no better 
means of discharging the obligations of go- 
yernment towards the Nova-Scotians and 
Maroons, or of obtaining the other beneficial 
purposes proposed by the institution of the 
colony, than by supporting the company’s 
government as now established ; and the 
committee also reported, that the expence 
of the civil Establishment of the colony 
could not be estimated at less than 10,0007. 
perann.; and the expence of the volun- 
ter force for the defence of the place at 
000/. per ann., exclusive of a sum of 
80007. which was necessaty to complete 
the fortifications ; and that in consequence 
ofthe said report the house granted to the 
suid company a sum of 10,000/. to defray 
the expence of the civil establishment of 
the colony for the year 1804; a sum of 
4000. to defray the expence of the volun- 
teer force for the same year; and a farther 
fum of 4000/, (in part of 8000/.). to be ap- 
lied to the purpose of completing the 
fortifications; and that during the last 
sion of parliament the house renewed 
the grant of 10,000/. to defray the expence 
of the civil establishment of the colony ; 
td 4000/. to defray the expence of the 
volunteer force in the year 1805; and that 
WM recommendation of the committee to 
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transfer to government the civil and mili- 
tary authority of the colony has not yet 
been carried into effect, although applica- 
tion for that purpose has been made to his 
majesty’s government by thy - petitioners ; 
and therefore praying the house to take 
the premises into consideration, and that 
the sum of 14,000/. may be granted to the 
said company for the expences of the said 
settlement for the year 1806; and also the 
sum of 4000/. (being the remainder of the 
sum of 800@/.) for the purpose of com- 
pleting the fortifications.” Ordered to lie 
upon the table-—Lord H. Petty, moved 
the order of the day for the further consi- 
deration of lord Collingwood’s annuity bill ; 
which being agreed to, he said, that the 
circumstances of. lord Collingwood’s family 
made it necessary to advise what had been 
before proposed, and he’had it in com- 
mand from his majesty to recommend that 
revision. He then moved, that it should ‘ 
be recommitted for Friday next; Which 
was agreed to. His lordship next moved, 
that the house should to-morrow resolve 
itself into a committee to consider of the 
circumstances of lord Collingwood’s fami- 
ly; which was agreed to.—The Foreign 
Soldiers’ Enlistment bill was read a second 
time, and committed for to-morrow.— - 
Lord Temple, in moving the order of the 
day for taking into consideration the sub- 
ject of allowing wool to* be imported into 
the uvited kingdom from the British colo- 
nies in America, wished to observe to the 
house, that the importation of this article 
was already allowed from the united states 
of America, from Spain, and other coun- 
tries, and that what he now proposed was 
no more than an extension of it to our own 
colonies. Mr. Harrison wished that the 
provisions of the bill should be confined to 
a limited time; to which the noble lord 
replied, that he could have no material 
objection. The resolution to that effect 
was then agreed to; and a bill ordered te 
be brought in upon it.—The Marine Mu- 
tiny bill went through a committee, and 
the report was ordered to be received tue 
morrow.—Mr. Alexander reported from 
the committee of supply; the reselutions 
which the committee had directed him to 
report to the house; viz. 1. That a sum, 
not excepting 1,045,353/. 12s. 11d. be 
granted to his majesty, for the ordinary of 
the navy, including half-pay to sea and 
marine officers, for the year 1806. 2. That 
a sum, not exceeding 1 ,980,830/. be granted 
to his majesty, towards the buildings, ree 
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buildings, ‘and repairs, of ships, of war in 
his majesty’s and the merchants’ yards, 
and other extra works, over and above 
what are proposed to be done upon the 
heads of wear and tear and ordiuary, for the 
year 1806. .3. That asum, not exceeding 
1,250,000/. be granted to his majesty, for 
the hire of transports, for the year 1800. 
4. That a sum, not exceeding 400,000/. be 
granted to his majesty, fordefraying the 
charge of prisoners of war in health at home 
and abroad, for the year 1800. 5. Thata 
sum, not exceeding 45,000/. be granted 
to his majesty, for defraying the charge of 
sick prisoners of war, for the year 1806. 
6. That a sum, not exceeding 30,000/. be 
granted to his majesty, for defraying the 
charge of the establishments and hospitals 
relating to his majesty’s sick and wounded 
seamen at home and abroad, for the year 
1806. 

ImpracuMent oF Lorp MELVILLE.] 
Mr. Whitbread, from. the committee ap- 
pointed to draw up articles of impeach- 
ment against Henry lord viscount Melville, 
infonned the house, that further matters 
had come to the knowledge of the said com- 
mittee, in the course of the examinations 
taken before them, with respect to the con- 
duct of the said lord viscount Melville, 
during the time that be held the office 
of treasurer of his majesty’s navy; which 
information the committee think it of im-! 
portance to communicate to the house, if 
the house shall please tu receive the same. | 
It was thereupon ordered, ‘* That the said 
committee have leave to report such further | 
matters as shall have come to their know- 
ledge in the course of the examinations: 
taken before them with respect to the con- 
duct of the said lord viscount Melville, 
during the time that he held the office of 
treasurer of his majesty’s navy.” Mr. 
Whitbread accordingly .reported from the. 
said committee such further matters as they 
appeared to them; and he read the report 
ju his place, and afterwards delivered the 
same, together: with an Appendix there-! 
unto, in.at the table, where the report was 
yead. It was also ordered, that the said 
Report be taken into further consideration 
upon Friday next, and be printed for the 
members of the house. A copy of the 
report will be found in the Appendix to 
be present volume. 

[Wootten Manuracturers.] Mr. 
Wilberforce. presented a petition of the 
manutacturers of Woollen Cloth in the 
county ef York, setting forth, “ that from 
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the- great. increase in the manufacture of 
Woollen Cloth in the said county, and th 
very different methods ef manufactur 
the same, by mechinery and otherwise, 
acts now in force respecting Woollen Clo 
are very inadequate to regulate and direg 
the same; and therefore praying, tha 
leave may be given to bring in a bill fo 
the better regulating and directing: the 
trade and manufacture of Woollen Clothiy 
the said county.” The hon. gent. state 
that though the signatures to it were fey 
in number, yet those represented a 
numerous body, aud might be calledth 
domestic manufacturers of the country, 
He wished to apprise the house, that jt 
was.a distinct petition from that presented 
on the part of the ‘finishers, and-others; 
and, he had to say, in behalf of the pet) 
tioners, that they only wished for the pa 
tient attention of parliament, and. would 
then be content with any measures th 
legislature, in its wisdom, might think 
proper to adopt.—Ordered to lie on ihe 
table. ; 
Mr. Peter Moore presented a petition 
on the same subject, from the Cloth Work 
ers of York and Lancaster. He hoped 
that as the hon. gent. (Mr. Wilberforce) 
had said a few words in favour of bis own 
petition, he would-also say something in 
favour of the petition which he held in his 
hand. This petition had been presented 
for three years successively, and last yea 
it was put off upon an understanding that 
the subject was to be seriously investigated 
by the ministers. The change, however, 
which took place, had prevented thede 
sired effect from this circumstance. But, 
however, the present ministry had agreed 
to take the affair into, consideration, and he 
was now authorised to state, that this pet- 
tion was brought forward with the sanction 
of office, i 
‘Lord Temple expressed the wishes oftti- 
nisters to afford every facility possibile to 
the steps that might be taken for the settling 
of this business. It had engaged the a 
tention of the privy council, and it had o 
curred to them that another bill should 
brought in to continue the suspension d 
the present regulations, with a view © 
‘bring in a bill .as-soun as possible, to i 
the proper regulations. In bis opinionom 
bill would not answer the purpose, He 
thotight that different bills would:be ® 
quisite, according to the various points® 
be settled. ‘oat 
Mr. H. Lascelles expressed his: satislit 
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tion at what had fallen from the noble: 
Jord. It always appeared to him that the 
qarious points embraced in this business 
gould not be properly settled without the 
authority of government, and this there- 
fore was @ course of proceeding which he 
had always recommended, © fe was doubt- 
fil, however, whether the matter could be 
finally settled in the course of the present 
gssion. ‘There were a great variety of 
points to be considered, such ay the dif- 
ference in the quality of the articles, the 
ihachinery, ‘and the.7 years apprenticeship 
fequired at present from those who exer- 
cised. the trade. - He would give no opi- 
nion now on that head; but he hoped that 
the whole would be minutely examined 
then the bills came to a committee. The 
Woollen Clothiers of York had not as yet 
been heard on this subject, though others 
had enjoyed that advantage. He was ear 
pestly desirous that this ‘business nmiight 
be'soon and completely settled. 
“Mr.C. Brooke said, he was so sensible of 
the necessity of some effectual regulations, 
that he was willing to give every assistance 
in his power towards a revision ofall the 
laws'upon the subject.: 
“Mr. H. Lascelles wished to submit whe- 
ther it ‘would not be proper to appoint 
dcommittee for revising the laws relating 
to the Woollen’ Manufacture m general ? 
atl Temple ‘replied, that he did’ ‘not 
know of any objection to it. 
“The Speaker thought it might be right to 
remind them, that the practice of the house 
with the yiew of convenience, in such cases 
was to appoint a committee of revision, in 
ference to bringing in a number of “dif- 
int bills —The petition was then ordered 
lie on the table; as was also another 
tition to the same effect, from the Cloth 
lorkers of Wilts, Somerset, and Glou- 
tester, ; 


”'”'-:- 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 

3 Wednesday, March 5. 
[Mixutrs.] In‘ an appeal from the 
tourt of King’s Bench, Macdonall v. Baily, 
Mt. Knapp was heard for the defendant, 
iter which the judgment of the court of 
ing’s Bench was affirmed, with 80/, costs. 
“Mr, Fordyce, surveyor-general of ‘the 
town. lands, presented the third report 
ting the land revenue of the crown ; 
ich ‘was ordered to lie on’ the table.— 
4he qualification indemnity bill was ‘read 
‘second time, and committed for to- 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, March 5. 

{[Minutes.] Mr. Hutchinsow presented 
a petition from the city of Cork, praying 
for leave to bring ia a bill to enable the 
inhabitants to erecta new gaol in Cork. 
Leave granted.—Mr. Fordyce - presented 

the third report from the surveyor-general 

of the land revenues, which, on the motion 

of. Mr. Vansittart, was ordered to be. 
printed.—Mr. Allnutt, from the commis- 

sioners of the Thames navigation, pre- 

Lsented, an Abstract of an Account of alt 

money received and disbursed by the com- - 
missioners. appointed for improving and 

completing the navigation of the rivérs 

Thames and Isis in the year 1805.—The 

Murine Mutiny bill was reported, and or. 

dered to be read a third time to-morrow. 

Lord Temple brought in the bill for allow- 

ing the exportation of corn and other arte. 

cles for the use of his majesty’s foreign gar- 

risons; which was read a first time. Oh 

the motion. of the secretary at war, the 

Foreign Soldiers’ bill went througly a com- 

mittee. The report was ordered to be 

received-to-morrow. 

[Lorp Cottincwoon’s Annbiry Birty 
Lord flenry Petty moved, that the-house 
should reselve itself into a committee, to 
consider the circumstances of lord ‘Colling- 
wood’s family.—On the question being put, 

Mr. Bastard said, before the house went 
into the committee, he wished ‘to addreés 
a few words, by way of question, to the 
noble lord. He understood lady Colling- 
wood, incase of her surviving ber lord, 
was to have the annuity continued to’ her 
for her life. -He thought it very right’ 
‘should be so; but, what’ he wished 
know; was, whether any provision was in. 
tended to be made for the unfortunate wi 
dows of captains of men -of war, ‘whoge 
husbands had fallen gallantly defending 
their country in the glorious battle ‘of 
Trafalgar? Captain Duff Kad sotallen, and 
had left behind hinia dis¢onsolate widow 
to mourn bis loss, and, at'the same time, 
the loss of her subsistance, for he under- 
stood she was very ill-provided for; capt. 
Cooke bad also fallen on the ‘same‘glorious - 
occasion, and had left a widow in a similar 
predicament. He wished, therefore, to 
know, whether it were intended any pro- 
vision should be made for those usfortu- 
tunate ladies? and he ‘hoped fie should 
not be deemed troublesome by the noble 
lord in asking the question. 

Lord Henry Petty-expressed his-partici- 
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pation in the feeling so properly expressed; 


by the hon. member; but he believed it 
was not customary on such occasions. to 
make any particular provision for the wi- 
dows of nayal captains. He understood, 
however, that some application had been 
made on behalf of those ladies for his ma- 
jesty’s bounty, which was at present under 
the royal consideration, but he was not 
yet prepared to communicate the result.— 
The house then went into a committee: 
in which the noble lord moved a resolu- 
tion, that in the event of the decease of 
Jord Collingwood, the sum of 1000/. a 
year should, from the time of his decease, 
be settled on lady Collingwood for her 
dife; and, after her decease, if the daugh- 
ters of lord Collingwood be living, the same 
annual sum to be settled on them, tocom- 
mence from the day of lady Collingwood’s 
decease.—The house resumed, and the 
- report was ordered to be received to-mor- 
Tow. 

[Arrarrs or Inp1a.] Mr. Paull gave 
notice of a motion for Friday, for the pro- 
guction of three or four more papers to 
lay the grounds of an additional charge 
against lord Wellesley. 

Lord Temple asked whether it was the 
intention of the hon. gent. to bring for- 
ward on Friday the additional charge he 
alluded to, or to move only for papers ? 

Mr. Paull replied, that he meant to 
move for the papers, and they would form 
all the documents he thought necessary 
upon this subject. If they should be pro- 
duced in due time, he gave notice that he 
would in the course of the first week after 
the recess bring forward his accusations 
against lord Wellesley. 

Mr, H. Addington begged the hon. gent. 
to describe the nature of the papers to 
which his intended motion would refer? 

Mr. Paull said that there was a prince 
in Ingia called the Rajah of Bhurtpore, 
with respect to whom the hon..member 
was proceeding to make some remarks, 
when he was called to order by the Spea- 
ker, who directed the hon. gent. .to con- 
fine himself to the answer required of him. 
‘The hon. gent. then stated, that the pa- 
pers he meant to move for related to the 
conduct of lord Wellesley towards the Ra- 
jah of Bhurtpore. ; 

' {Army Estimates.] The Secretary at 
War presented the army estimates, which 
the right hon. gent. stated to be formed on 
the same scale precisely with those for 


3 months, which had been voted on the 
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proposition of his predecessor. The eg 
mates which he had now the honour 


he hoped that long before the expiration 
of that time, his majesty’s ministers would 
have fully matured, and parliament fing}} 
adopted, a plan for the permanent mij. 
tary establishment of the year, a ply 
which, he trusted, would at the same time 
that it augmented and strengthened oy 
military force reduce the expence of oy 
military department.—Ordered to lie ga 
the table, and the right hon. gent, pare 
notice, that he would on Friday move the 
estimates in the Committee of Supply, 

Lord Castlereagh took occasion to state, 
that the motion of the late ministers {fo 
proposing the estimates for only thre 
months, was in order to leave their gy. 
cessors completely unfettered. He wy 
enabled to say, that were it not for tha 
consideration, the late administration was 
fully purposed at the time to bring forward 
a plan for the permanent military est 
blishment of the year. ae 

[Woot Exrortation Br1t.] Lon 
Temple, brought up a bill to permit th 
exportation of wool, from the British pla 
tations in America, to the united kingdom, 
On the motion for its first reading, 

Mr. Harrison entertained objections to 
this measure, which he conceived likely to 
injure the landed interest, but he would 
reserve the full statement of these objew 
tions to a future stage. In the mean tim 
he hoped that some regulations would k 
introduced into it, that might render it les 
exceptionable. It struck him, that if th 
unlimited importation of wool were pe 
mitted, the effect would be to discourage 
the growth of that article at home, by pls 
cing the landed interest at the discretion 
of the manufacturers, who would, upons 
rsurplus in consequence of the importation, 
be at liberty to offer any price they pleased, 
The importation at present allowed, pl 
ceeded from @ wish to obtain the fine # 
of Spain tg mix with our own. But we 
had no want of the coarse wool of America 
Indeed he could not conceive any reas 
for this bill. We had no scarcity, of wool 
whatever, and therefore the bill was, ont 
face of it, unnecessary, and he much feares 
its effects would be injurious. ia 

Lord Temple called to the recollectiot 
of the house, that the importation of wa 
from the united states of America "i 


bill was to grant to our own colonies ti 








present, were only for two months, anq' 


ready permitted, and the only object of MR | 
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same advantage. It was his intention to 
, that the bill should be printed, 
g¢allow full time for its examination, in 
order that no alarm should arise froma 
misunderstanding of its provisions. If it 
should appear desirable to limit the conti- 
nuance of the bill, he should offer no ob- 
‘ection to such a proposal; and if, here- 
after, it should be found disadvantageous 
in its operation, its repeal would naturally 
follow. 

Mr, Harrison recommended every en- 
couragement to the growth of wool, upon 
the same principle that the legislature en- 
couraged the growth of corn. He advised 
the introduction of a clause into this bill, 
imposing a small duty on the wool imported, 
asthe best means of ascertaining that which 
was very desirable, namely, the quantity 
of the importation.—The bill was then 
read a first time. 

[Reront From IMPEACHMENT Com- 
MITTEE RESPECTING Mr, Trotrer.] Mr. 
Whitbread reported from the committee, 
appointed to draw up articles of Impeach- 
ment against Henry lord viscount Mel- 
ville; “ that he was directed by the com- 
mittee to acquaint the house, that Alexan- 
der Trotter, esq. late paymaster to Henry 
lord viscoypnt Melville, whilst treasurer of 
his majesty’s navy, having been examined 
by the said committee, did refuse to answer 
to what had been demanded of him by the 
ssid committee.” The hon. gent. then 
moved, “ That the entry in the journal of the 
house, of the 13th of April 1742, of the 

edings of this house, in relation to Mr. 
Nicholas Paxton, might be read:” And 
the same being read; the hon. gent. moved, 
“That the said Alexander ‘lrotter, esq. 
be, for his said offence, taken into the cus- 
tody of the serjeant at arms attending this 
house; and that Mr. Speaker do issue his 
warrant accordingly.” [‘Thespeaker, in put- 
ting the qhestion, substituted by mistake 
the name of Alexander Davison, for Alex- 
ader Trotter, which occasioned a general 
laugh,] On the question being put, 

Sir W. Elford -rose and expressed his 
hope that the house would not adopt the 
proposition of the hon. member, and con- 
wat to commit Mr. Trotter for refusing 
toauswer the questions alluded to, upon 
‘fair consideration of the reasons which 
induced that refusal. When Mr. Trotter 
understood that he was to be examined 
this committee, he very naturally 
considered the propriety of declining to 
uswer any questions which might have 

Vo, vi 


the effect of criminating himself, or expo- 
sing himself to a civil suit. Accordingly 
upon questions being proposed, which ap- 
peared to Mr. Trotter to have that ten- 
dency, be had recourse to the advice, of 
counsel, and this advice correspogded with 
that which was pronounced law by several 
of the Judges in another places ‘The ma- 
jotity of the Judges had, he was aware, des 
clared the law to be otherwise. But still, 
doubts existed upon the question, viz, whee 
ther a witness was compellable to give such 
answer to any question as might subject him- 
self to a civil action; and in ¢onsequeuce - 
of these doubts it was understood that a 
declaratory law was deemed necessary, aid 
was intended to be brought forward. Un- 
der these circumstances, considering the 
difference of opinion which prevailed upon 
the point which applied to this subject 
even among the Judges, and that it was 
not yet ascertained what the law was, but 
that on the contrary a declaratory law 
was in contemplation, which two of the 
most respectable law lords had very pro« 
perly said would require the most mature 
deliberation, he trusted the house would 
not visit the proposed punishment upon 
the conduct of Mr. Trotter.+-The hon. 
bart. then read the opinion of counsel,under 
which Mr. Trotter had acted. This opi- 
nion was signed by Mr. serjeant Shepherd. 
and Mr, Alexander, and imported that a 
witness was not compellable to answer any 
question, the eflect of which might be to 
subject him to a civil suit. With all these 
considerations in view, it struck his mind, 
and he hoped it would appear in the same 
light to the house, that, pending the pro- 
gress of the bill which was now in the 
other house of parliament, and which was 
introduced by the hon, mover_ himself, 
it would not be more reasonable than 
just, that the committee should suspend 
their enquiry upon this part of the case, 
It would, indeed, be inconsistent with the 
grounds upon which that bill professed to 
rest, to take a different course; for that 
bill, as. well as the act of indemnity 
from criminal prosecutions, obviously re- 
cognised the principle on which the con- 
duct complained of in Trotter, was quite 
justifiable. From these considerations he 
must say, that to commit Mr. Trotter into 
custody would be an act of oppression. If 
the hon. mover would consent to have the 
enquiries of the committee suspended, so 
far as Mr. Trotter was concerned, until the 
bill before the other house Should be passed 





Aa 








355] 


PARL. DEBATES, Marcu 5, 


into a law, the refusal of Mr. Trotter to an- 
swer any question put to him by the com- 
mittee, could not be excused, and upon the 
enactment of such law, he believed, that 
Mr. Trotter would not be inclined to make 
any refusal. 

Mr, Secretary For said, that if no bill 
of indemnity whatever had passed, or was 
passing through purliament, stil! it would 
be extremely wrong in the house to take 
the course recommended by the hon. bart., 
and refuse to sanction the conduct of its 
committee. Upon-such an application as 
that under discussion, it was not for the 
house to consider whether Trotter was le- 
gally compellable to answer certain ques- 
tions which might have been put to him by 
the committee. Now, itshould be taken for 
granted, that the questions proposed to him 
were correct; otherwise the house had 
not a proper confidence in its committee. 
What was the case? ‘Why, that upon the 
recommendation of this committee, a bill 
was brought in, to indemnify Trotter from 
any civil action that might arise out of his 
answers before them, although the opinion 
‘of many lawyers was, that he was com- 
pellable to answer questions of that ten- 
dency; and that opinion, which prevailed 
before the bill was introduced, was since 
strengthened by the declaration of a great 
majority of the Judges. How could the 
house then, upon a question so circum- 
stanced, reconcile it to itself to delay the 
progress of this prosecution, in the manner 
the hon. bart. proposed? Such a proceed- 
ing would be, in fact, to withdraw their 
confidence from the committee, and to 
imply a suspicion that that confidence had 
been abused. Coupling the proposition of 
the hon. bart. for delay, with what had 
taken place last year, when, by a mere ma- 
jority of one, the cause of justice had tri- 
umphed, the house could not be unaware 
of the object. But he trusted that the 
house would not sanction the disposition 
that was manifested to withhold from this 
committee the degree of confidence which 
had never been refused to any committee 
upon similar occasions. 

Mr. Whitbread observed, that if the mo- 
tion he had introduced at the instance of 
the committee, should not be agreed to, 
the house had better withdraw its confi- 
_ dence from that committee altogether. It 

was impossible for him, consistently with 
his duty, to state at present what passed in 
the committee, but at the same time he 
could say, that Mr. Trotter was treatcd, 
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in the course of his examination, with the 
utmost possible indulgence. In the op, 
nion of many, indeed, among whom he wy 
one, that indulgence had been often pushej 
too far. He had been indemnified fron 
all criminal prosecution, and it was py 
posed to indemnify him from all civil. 
tions. He had frequently demurred 
questions which, according to the declarg 
opinion of eight of the Judges, he was). 
gally compelled to answer, and _yet tim 
was given him deliberately to advise with 
counsel, &c: The hon. member disclaimed 
the intention of offering any thing with 
view to extenuate or to apologize for th 
conduct of the committee. Nor did 
mean to state precisely the questions which 
Mr. Trotter refused to answer, but he 
could state in substance, that they wereg 
such a nature as, according to the law 
nounced by the four dissentient Judges;ty 
could not be screened from answer 
lhe hon. member repeated, that if the m. 
tion before the house was not adopted, the 
committee would be placed in suchas 
tuation, that it would be better to wit 
draw the confidence of the house from 
them altogether, and to appoint anothe 
committee, 

Sir W. Elford disclaimed any intention, 
in the observations which he felt it hi 
duty to submit, to impeach the integrity 
of, or weaken the confidence due to, th 
committee.—The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. Whitbread said, he should declinetp 
go to the extent of the precedent which the 
house had heard read, and which committe 
the refractory witness to Newgate, & 
He should only move that the serjeanti 
arms shall attend Mr. Trotter before th 
committee, whenever they shall think pw 
per to examine him.—Agreed to, 

{Miuitary Esrapiisuments.] Mh, 
Loxg rose and said, that seeing a right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) now in hit 
place, he wished to ask him, at what tim 
he intended to propose to the house ii 
Plan, respecting the arrangements of ti 
military establishment. He did not, it 
said, put this question, with a view! 
embarrass the government of which i 
right hon. gent, was now a member, bi 
because he felt it was of high important, 
that any alteration intended to be mi 
should be known as soon as possible, sintt 
the longer such information was wit 
the greater embarrassment would arise® 
the service; as those exertions 
might be made by gentlemen at this 
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son, in different parts of the kingdom, 
could not be undertaken with the desira- 
pleefiect, if they were to understand that 
new and material arrangements were to 
take place. He knew this to be particu- 
larly the case with respect to the militia in 
Jreland.—The right hon. gent. was pro- 
ceeding, when 

Dr. Laurence rose, to order, and ob- 
served, that the hon. member, instead of 

unding a short question irregularly 
across the house, was proceeding into a 
detail, which might lead to a disorderly 
debate, there being no regular question 
before the house. 

Mr. Speaker agreed to the propriety of 
this observation. 

Mr. Long professed that his object was 
to state the reasons which induced him to 
puta question, upon a subject, with re- 
gard to which he disclaimed any intention 
to produce inconvenience to the right hon. 
gent. to whom it was addressed, but to 
obtain some satisfactory information, as 
to arrangements, in the proposition of 
which, he trusted, that no delay would 
take place which could possibly be avoided. 

Mr. Secretary Windham said, he was 
very ready to give the right hon. gent. 
every satisfaction in his power, relative to 
the point alluded to. The right hon, gent. 
had, however, in asking the question, de- 
sired to know, when be meant to bring 
forward his Plan? He did not understand 
what he meant by the words, “his Plan.” 
He had never mentioned any Plan to the 
house; nor had he ever heard, that any 
other member had done so for him. The 
business of the military establishment, for 
the present year, had been taken up by 
his majesty’s ministers, immediately on 
their coming into office; and it had ever 
since engaged their most serious, minute, 
aad continued, attention and consideration. 
They had, however, found it delicate, 
dificult, and highly important, and as 
such, had not been forward to say any 
thing of it to the house, till they were able 
fo bring it, among themselves, to a state 
of sufficient maturity, and, whenever they 

find it in such a state, both their 
duty and inclination would lead thei to 
hy it before the house, as speedily as the 
lature and importance of it would possibly 
admit, 

Mr. Canning observed, that there stood 
thotice upon the votes of the house,, gi- 

he “2 0n the first day of the session by a 
wf Mit hon. gent. whom he did not now see 
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in his place (Mr, Sheridan), for a motion 
to repeal the bill called ‘* the Additional 
Defence Act.” .He wished to know from 
the friends of that right bon. gent., in his 
absence, whether the repeal of that bill 
formed a part of the plan of military ar- 
rangement, because, if it were, it would 
be important the house should have a com- 
plete return of the number of men raised 
by its operation, in order to judge fairly 
of its effects; and, if not, that the exer- 
tions of gentlemen throughout the coun- 
try, for carrying that bill into full effect, 
might not be damped by the apprehension 
of its intended repeal. 

Mr. Windham said, he had already de- 
clared his object to the house, so far as he 
was yet prepared to explain himself on the 
subject of military arrangements. He had, 
however, no objection to answer the ques- 
tion of the right hon. gent. in substance, 
that in the plan of defence now in con- 
templation, that bill certainly would not 
have a place. 

EE 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
; Thursday, March 6. 

[Mrinures.] Lord Tyrawley, one of 
the representative peers of Ireland, took 
the oaths and his seat.—The Qualification 
Indemnity bill passed through a committee, 
and was reported.—Mr. Johnson, from the 
oflice of chief secretary for Ireland, present- 
ed an account of the state of the prisons in 


‘Ireland for the year 1805, which was or- 


dered to lie on the table—NMr. Allnutt, 
from the commissioners of Thames Navie 
gation, presented an account of the receipts 
and disbursements of that board for the 
year 1805, which was also ordered to lie 
on the table. 
——_—_—_—_—= 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, Marck 6. 

[Minxures.] Colonel Vereker reported 
from the committee, to whom the petition 
from the city of Limerick had been re- 
ferred, and obtained leave to bring im a bill 
for the more equal taxing, and the better 
paving, cleansing, and lighting the-city of 
Limerick.—Mr. Alderman Combe present- 
ed a petition from several persons, owners 
and proprietors of houses, in Skinner-street, 
Snow-hill, and in Pickett-street, Temple 
Bar, praying leave to dispose of the same 
by way of lottery. He also presented @ 
petition from the Master Shoe-makers of 
the city of London, praying for certai ree 
gulations therein stated, for the better sup- 
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pression af combination among the trade. 
—On the motion of Mr, Vansittart, a new 
writ was ordered for the Borough of Corfe 
Castle, in the room of the right hon, Na- 
thanael Bond, who has accepted the office 
of judge advocate general.—Mr. Main- 
waring presented a petition for leave to 
bring in a bill for building a bridge over 
the Thames, opposite to Vauxhall.—The 
report of the committee of yesterday, on 
the situation of lord Collingwood’s family, 
was brought up and agreed to, and, on the 
motion of lord H. Petty, it was ordered. 
that it be an instruction to the committee, 
to whom lord Collingwood’s annuity bill 
was referred, to introduce provisions agree- 
ably to those resolutions.—Lord H. Petty 
brought in the bill for the better regulating 
the office of treasurer of the ordnance, 
which was read a first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time to-morrow. Mr. 
S. Boprne asked if any additional salary 
had been granted, or was in contemplation 
to be granted, to the persons holding the 
office in question, and other similar offices, 
in consequence of the regulations now in- 
troduced ? The noble lord answered, that 
no such addition had been made, nor was 
he aware that any such was in contempla- 
tion, 

[Mn. Trorrer’s PETITION TO BE DIS- 
CHARGED.] Mr. Whitbread stated, that the 
conduct of Mr, Trotter before the commit- 
tee appointed to prepare articles of im- 
peachment against lord Melville this morn- 
ing, justified him in offering to the house 
@ petition, praying that he should he dis- 
charged. The petition was then brought 
up and read by the clerk; setting forth, 
“* that the petitioner was committed to the 
custody of the serjeant at arms, for not 
answering certain questions put to him by 
a coimittee appointed by the house; and 
the petitioner hopes that such his refusal 
will not be ascribed to any want of defer- 
ence or respect to the house, or to their 
committee, but to a sense of regard to his 
personal security, which, from his legal 
advisers, he understood would be endan- 

ered were he to answer such questions ; 
Fae sinee the declaration of the house re- 
specting such his refusal, the petitioner 
most respectfully acquaints the house, that 
he is now most ready to attend the said 
conmimittee, for the purpose of examina- 
tion, and to auswer such questions, deep- 
ly regretting bis error, and begging pardon 
for the same; and therefore praying, that 
the house will order him to be discharged 
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out of the custody of their serjeant a 
arms.” The petition having’ been read, jg 
was ordered, on the motion of Mr. Whit, 
bread, ** that the said Alexander Trotter 
be brought to the bar of this house forth, 
with, in order to be discharged.” Mr, 
Trotter was accordingly brought to the 
bar, where he received a reprimand from 
the Speaker, and was ordered to be dig. 
charged out of custody, paying his fees, 
The reprimand was as followeth, iz, 
‘¢ Alexander Trotter; a committee of this 
** house, charged with the high and impor. 
“tant duty of preparing Articles of Im. 
“ peachment against Henry lord viscount 
“ Melville, having reported that you, upon 
“¢ your examination before the committee, 
‘* refused to give evidence, this house, in 
“its just indignation, ordered you tobe 
“¢ taken into custody.—Your example, and 
“ the disgrace and imprisonment inflicted 
‘ upon you, are a warning to all men, that 


“* resistance to the authority of this house ' 


“is vain.—But the atonement you have 
“ made this day, by an early and full sub- 
“mission, having induced the house to 
“ order that you be now discharged ; you 
** are discharged accordingly, paying your 
“‘ fees.” On the motion of Mr. Whit 
bread, it was then ordered, “ that what 
has been said by Mr. Speaker, in repris 
manding the said Alex, Trotter, be en 
tered in the journal of this house.” 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, March 7. 

[Witnesses’ Liapicity Brix.) The 
Lord Chancellor quitted the woolsack, 
and stated, he had a declaratory bill 
to submit to the consideration of their 
lordships; he adverted to the proceedings 
and discussions which had taken place, 
and which had induced the proposal of the 
present bill. These, their lordships would 
recollect, arose principally from a ques 
tion proposed by a noble and Jeumed 
friend of his, ‘‘ Whether, according to law, 
a witness were bound to answer questions, 
the answers to which did not tend to at 
cuse himself, but to establish, or tend to 
establish, that he owes a debt, recoverable 
by acivil suit ?” On this, the opinion of the 
Judges was called for, and a great majorily 
of them were of opinion, that a witness had 
nosuch right to demur. After such ade 
cision, and what had been stated by his 
noble and learned friend (lord Eldon), 
that in the course of his long experience, 
he never heard of such a claim, «urged @ 
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of a witness; after what his noble 
friend at the head of the court of King’s 
Bench, had also stated to the like effect ; 
and after what he knew himself, who was 
exactly in a similar predicament; he 
thought the best mode was, to declare the 
Jaw as stated in those opinions and decla- 
rations. It did not appear in the event, 
that the question proposed by his noble 
friend, was, in-point of fact, hable to any 
objection; neither did it appear, that the 
answers of the learned Judges were not 
satisfactory to the house : on this principle, 
the bill he held in his hand proceeded. 
His lordship then adverted to some subor- 
dinate legal considerations, which seemed 
partly to arise from a contemplation of the 
_ particular circumstance which originally 
gave birth to the measure, and which 
might be thought necessary to be attended 
to on such an occasion as the present; but 
he thought it proper to make the bill as 
generally and as purely declaratory as pos- 
sible, and without reference to any pro- 
ceeding then before that, or the other house 
of parliament. Their lordships, however, 
would have an opportunity of more minute- 
ly considering the bill, on the 2d reading. 
He had rendered its language and tenour 
as guarded as possible, and he could not 
help flattering himself, that, with the as- 
sistance he should receive in perfecting 
the measure, from his noble and learned 
" friend, he should be able to make it so as 
to meet the approbation of their lordships. 
After a few further remarks, in which he 
noticed what had been thrown out, as to 
affording, in certain circumstances, an ul- 
terior protection to witnesses, and the con- 
sideration whether the present moment, 
were the fittest for such an enacting bill, 
-he presented his declaratory measure, 
which was intituled, “* An act to declare 
the law with respect to Witnesses being 
liable to answer.” His lordship then mo- 
ved, ** that the bill be read a first time ;” 
which was accordingly done; and after- 
wards ordered to be printed. 

Lord Eldon made a few remarks on the 
nature of the opinions delivered by the 
learned Judges; of whom, seven, out of 
the eleven who delivered their opinions re- 
gularly, were, as the noble lord on the 
woolsack stated; at the same time, it 
should be recollected, that those who de- 
livered a contrary opinion, did it as a ge- 
neral rule of law, which they admitted liable 
to many exceptions. This seemed, in the 
sentiment of the noble and learned Jord, 





to be an additional reason in favour of 
such a bill as his noble friend proposed. 
His lordship then alluded to a clause or 
provision, in effect, as he had stated ona 
former evening, which he shoald conceive 
necessary to propose, on the 2d reading 
of the bill. 
[Wirwesses’ Inpemnity Bitz.] Lord 
Holland observed, that in the course of the 
various discussions respecting the subject 
involved in this bill, several objections had 
been made to the bill which he had hi- 
therto forebore to notice, but on which 
he could not avoid troubling their lord- 
ships with a few words, before he moved 
to discharge the order on it. After giving 
a short detail of the progress of the indem- 
nity bill brought in last session, and of the 
bill now before the house, together with 
the questions referred to the Judges, and 
their opinions, he contended, that the pre- 
sent bill had been mistated by the noble 
and learned lord (Eldon), on a former oc- 
casion, to be an ex post facto law, nei- 
ther was it the object of the bill, to alter 
the law as already existing. Those who 
had framed-the bill, had done it with the 
best views and the best intentions, and in 
supporting the bill in that house, he had 
uo other object than that complete justice 
should be done in the case to which it re- 
ferred. He wished their lordships to keep 
in mind the precise grounds on which the 
bill stood; .if a witness in any suit ina 
court of Jaw was interested, he might be 
rendered a competent witness by méans of 
a release ; the present bill would have ope- 
rated as a release to certain witnesses, of 
any debts which might be due from them 
to the crown. It was here that, according 
to the law, as stated by a majority of the 
Judges, and as about to be declared by the 
bill presented by his noble and learned 
friend, that a witness could not demur to 
a question on the ground, that the answer 
would render him liable to a civil action 
for adebt, but the bill went away to release 
the witnesses in the case mentioned, from 
fhose debts which could serve them for any 
ground of demurrer. He should not press 
the bill upon their lordships’ attention now 
that a declaratory. act had. been presented, 
but should only observe, in addition to 
what he had stated, that the bill was sanc-. 
tioned by precedents, respecting which he 
would content himself with referring their 
lordships to Viner’s abridgement, and Mr. 
Cowper’s reports. ‘I'here was, however, 
one objection to the bill which he had not 
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heard stated in that house, but which had 
great weight in his mind, which was, that 
the advantage sought to be attained by it, 
eught not to be purchased by giving up 
any sums of money which might eventually 
turn out to be due to the public from any 
persons whom it was the object of the bill 
to indemnify. He concluded by moving 
to discharge the order for summoning 
their lordships for this day, observing, that 
he should fix no other day for the 2d 


reading, not, however, giving it up alto-. 


gether, until something definitive was done 

respecting the proposed declaratory law. 
a Eldon said, he still maintained his 
former opinion with respect to this bill, 
As to the analogy stated by the noble lord 
in the case of releasing a witness, it did 
not apply to the bill, there béing no such 
thing known in a court of law as releasing 
a witness in the event of his making a full 
and fair disclosure, the release must be un- 
conditional, or else it was a nullity.—The 
order was then discharged. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, March 7. 

[Minutss.}] The sheriffs of London 
presented at the bar, a petition from the 
lord mayor, aldermen, and commons of 
the city of London, stating, that the ex- 
isting acts relative to a free market for 
coals in the city of London were defective, 
and praying leave to bring in a bill to 
amend and render the same more effectual. 
Referred to a committee.—Mr. Fox pre- 
sented a petition from the company of 
Butchers of the city of London, setting 
forth “ that an act was passed 45 Geo. III. 
to extend the provisions of two acts, 
assed 39 and 40 and 41 Geo. III. re- 
trae to the use of horse hides in ma- 
king boots and shoes, and preventing the 
dainaging of raw hides and skins in the 
flaying thereof, and to alter and amend 
the same, as to the cities of London and 
Westminster, and borough of Southwark 
aud liberties thereof, and all places within 
15 miles of the Royal Exchange ; and that 
the petitioners and other Butchers residing 
within the limits of the said act have sus- 
tained very considerable loss by the opera- 
tion thereof; and that the petitioners con- 
ceive the intentions of the said act might 
be more easily and effectually carried into 
execution, if the said act was repealed, and 
the necessary powers and provisions, so 
far. as relates to the limits therein men- 
tioned, comprised in one act: and there- 





fore praying, that leave may be given tg 
| bring in a bill for the purposes afuresaid” 
Ordered to be referred to the consider. 


tion of a committee.—Lord Henry Pet 
presented the annual petitions from the 


different Irish charities ; which were opdered 


to lie on the table-—On the motion of Mr, 
Whitbread, the order made on the 97th of 


| Feb. was discharged, and anew order made 


for a return of the volunteer force of G, 
Britain, cavalry, infantry, and artillery, 
describing the different state of discipline 
of each corps, and specifying the names of 
the returning oflicers.—On the motion of 
Mr. Harrison, it was ordered’ that an ag 
count be laid before the house, of all wool 


|imported into Great Britain for the last tep 


years, distinguishing the kinds and speci- 
fying the countries from whence received, 
—Lord Castlereagh moved for the abstraets 
of the men raised by the Additional Force 
bill; and lord Henry Petty moved for an 
account of the penalties incurred under 
the said act.—Mr. Hobhouse presented a 
petition of the several creditors of the late 
Nabobs of Arcot, and parties to the articles 
of agreement hereinafter mentioned; set. 
ting forth, that by certain articles of agree. 
ment, bearing date the 10th of July 1805, 
made bet ween the East-Indiacompany ofthe 
one part, and the creditors of the late nabobs 
of Arcot, of the other part, a certain fundis 
provided for the satisfaction of the debtsof 
the creditors of the said nabobs, and for ix 


| vestigating the claims, and ascertaining the 


amount thereof, by certain commissioners 
named in the said articles of agreement; 
and that all the objects of the parties to 
the said articles of agreement, as therein 
expressed, cannot be effectuated without 
the assistance of parliament: and therefore 
praying, that leave may be given to bring 
in a bill for effectually carrying the said 
articles of agreement iuto execution, oF 
that they may have such relief as the house 
shall think proper.” Ordered to be ft 
ferred to the consideration of a committee, 

{[ImpeacumMeENT or Lond MELVILLE— 
Additional Article.] Mr. Whitbread moved 
the order of the day for the house taking 
into consideration the report from the com 
mittee appointed to draw up articles of 
Impeachment against lord Melville. He 
then said that he was unwilling to take up 
the time of the house, by entering much 
at length into the details of the repot 
which were already before them ; and, it 
deed, it would be unnecessary to do 50, a 
he trusted, that the house, from what had 
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heen ‘submitted to them, would find no 
difficulty in sanctioning the new article of 
jmpeachment which he was empowered by 
the committee tu propose. But notwith- 
standing the clearness and accuracy of the 
report, which had been drawn up by an 
hon, and learned friend, now in the house, 
(Mr. Giles,) it might not be improper to 
say a few words as to its substance, and 
the form in which the committee had 
prought it before the house. They had 
thought that the new information which 
itcontained was so important, that it could 
not with propriety be withheld from the 
house and from the country. The grounds 
of crimination appeared sg new and mate- 
fil, as to call for the addition of another 
article of impeachment. It now appeared 
that not only the sum of 10,000/. had been 
misapplied by lord Melville, as admitted 
by his own confession, but that he had pos- 
sessed himself, at an early period, of very 
considerable sums, to the gross amount of 
about 27,000/. ‘This money had not been 
applied to the public service, but for his 
own private purposes, and for the accom- 
modation of certain traders with whom he 
wasconnected. When he retired from the 


ofice of Treasurer of the Navy, he went out. 


adebtor to the public; be remained a debt- 
or during the short period of his retire- 
ment ; and he was equally a debtor to the 
public when he resumed that situation ; 
when he proposed the very bill for prevent- 
ing the misapplication of the public money, 
he was a debtor to the public, and he con- 
tinued afterwards to violate the very law 
which he himself had procured, Such 
were the facts which the report had disclo- 
sed, ‘They might, indeed, have been 
brought forward by the committee, to sub- 
stantiate the first article of impeachment ; 
but they considered that, by being mixed 
With other matter, they were in danger of 
being confounded or overlooked, and that, 
by being used in support of a new article, 
the evidence would be more direct and sa- 
tisfactory. Besides, it might seem unfair to 
the person accused, were charges not under 
the consideration of the house, at the time 
when the articles were first proposed, addu- 
cedin support of any of those articles, A right 
hon. gent. (the Speaker) who was intimately 
Yersant in the forms aud usages of that 
house, had, indeed, informed him, that 
‘there was no precedent for bringing fresh 
atticles of impeachment, after an answer 
been delivered in by the person ac- 
Gused. But though the committee were 





not supported by precedent, yet they were 
justified by reason and expedience. Were 
the general answer of the delinquent to 
preclude every future charge, this would 
directly tend to prevent investigation, and 
frustrate the ends of public justice. The 
committee were not chargeable with any 
want of diligence in the performance of 
their duty. During the last session, they 
had sat every day, from the period of their 
appointment, till the prorogation of par- 
liament; only two days betore which, the 
papers, ‘on which this new article was 
founded, came into their possession. The 
bon, gent. added, that he did not expect 
any Opposition would be made to his mo- 
tion; and concluded with saying, that, 
whenever lord Melville should have given 
in his answer to this additional article, the 
inanagers were ready to go to trial on the 
earliest day that their lordships might think 
proper to appoint. He therefore moved, 
“ that the committee which was appointed 
to draw up articles of impeachment against 
Henry lord visc. Melville, do prepare a 
new article of impeachment on the matter 
contained in their last report, and report 
the same to the house.” Ordered—After 
the lapse of a few minutes, 

Mr. IV hitbread brought up a report, which 
was as follows: 

“The committee appointed to draw up 
“articles of impeachment against Henry 
** lord visc. Melville, and who were ordered 
“ to prepare a further Article, have, pursu- 
“ant to the order of the house, prepared 
“4 further article against the said lord 
** viscount Melville; which is as followeth ; 
“é VIZ. 

“ Articte X.—That Henry lord vise, 
‘** Melville, after his maj. had by letters 
“« patent bearing date the 19th of Aug. 1782, 
“* given and granted unto him the office of 
* treasurer of his maj.’s navy, did, ondivers 
** days and times between that day and the 
** 5th of Jan, 1784, and also on divers days 
*‘ and times between the said 5th of Jan, 
“1784, and the Ist of Jan. 1786, take 
** and receive, from and out of the monies 
** from time to time issued or paid to him, 
‘*as treasurer or as ex-treasurer of his 
“ maj.’s navy, from his maj,’s exchequer, or 
“some other sources, for naval services, 
“ divers large sums of money, amounting 
* together to a large sum, to wit 27,000/. 
“ or thereabouts; and did fraudulently and 
illegally convert and apply the same to 
‘his own use, Or to some other corrupt 

aud illegal. purposes, aud to other pur- 
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** poses than those of the public naval ser- 
“‘ vices of this kingdom, to which alone 
** the same was lawfully applicable; and 
* did continue the said fraudulent and ille- 
** gal conversion and application of divers 
* of the said sums of money, after the pas- 
“ sing of the act of parliament for the bet- 
* ter regulating the office of treasurer of his 
*€ inaj.’s navy.” 
Mr. Whitbread then moved, that this ar- 
‘ticle be taken into further consideration on 
Monday. 

Mr. Perceval felt himself unable, at the 
moment, to make up his mindas to the strict 
legality of this measure. He gave the 
committee the greatest credit for their ex- 
ertions, but it had occurred to him, and he 
thought it might be useful to suggest to 
the committee, that even’ were the house 

_ to vote this additional article of impeach- 
ment, certainly contrary to precedent, and 
probably objectionable in some other re- 
spects, it might meet with considerable 
ebstruction and opposition in another place. 

Mr. Whitbread allowed, that the lords 
might possibly object to this article, as not 
having received it before the defendant had 
put in his reply to the former articles, But 
undoubtedly, if the lords should be of opi. 
nion that a fresh article of impeachment 
could not be exhibited, and should refuse 
to receive it, it certainly was competent to 
the house, on the discovery of fresh crimes, 
to prefer an altogether fresh impeachment. 
Not only the reason of the thing, but mo- 
tives of convenience to both houses, would, 
he trusted, induce their lordships to adopt 
a different determination—The motion 
was agreed to. 

[Argmy Estimartes.] Onthe motion ofthe 
Secretary at War, the house resolved itself 
into a committee on the Army Estimates. 

General Tarleton said, he understood, 
that the estimates now on the table were 
merely. a continuation of those laid before 
the house by the former ministers. He 
thought it extraordinary that the new mi- 
nisters had not yet brought forward their 
own plans for the defence of the country, 
particularly as the declarations of a right 
hon, gent, (Mr. Windham), on the Defence 
Act, and the volunteer system, must ope- 
rate unfavourably on each of them, and thus 
tend to diminish our effective fyrce, while no- 
thing else was substituted in their place. Af- 
ter all the activity which that right hon. gent. 
had displayed in his speeches, and all the. 
plans which he had given grounds to ex- 
pect, nothing had yet been produced. 
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Mr. Windham replied, that the rapidity 
and decision advised by the hon. general 
might be proper in the field, but not inthe 
cabinet, All delay must be viewed as re. 
lative to the object to be accomplished, 
Considerable alterations im various and 
complicated departments of the public ser. 
vice, required deliberation proportioned to 
their magnitude and importance. He ob. 
jected to gentlemen calling for plans from 
him, as the frequenters of the theatre cal. 
led for an entertainment. He did not feel 
disposed to indulge them, and the; impa. 
tience should never provoke *:. to lay 
any thing before the house that seemed to 
himself immature, 

Mr. Canning tontended that justice had 
not been done to the Defence act. Early 
in the session a notice had been given ofa 
motion for its repeal ; and a measure which 
could only be catried into effect by great 
exertions, was paralysed by this threatened 
repeal, 

The Secretay at War repeated the obser. 
vation which he made on presenting the 
army estimates, and concluded with movi 
the following resolutions, which were agreed 
to: 1. ‘* That the number of 134,473 ef. 
fective men be granted for the service of 
his majesty, from the 25th of March to the 
24th of May inclusive: 2. That 795,460), ° 
be granted to his majesty, for guards and 
garrisons for that period: 3. That336,6931, 
be granted to his majesty for foreign gar. 
risons for the same period.”—The house 
having been resumed, the report was order 
ed to be received on Monday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, March 10. 

{Minutes.} Mr. Whitbread, accompa 
nied by several members of the commons, 
presented at the bar, in the name of the 
commons of the united kingdom, the fur 
ther article of impeachment against lord 
Melville. The article was read at the 
table; after which lord Auckland moved 
that it be referred to the committee ap- 
pointed to search for precedents of the 
proceedings of that house on cases of Im 
peachment.—QOrdered. 

[Ixsorvent Deprors.] Lord Hollan 
on presenting a petition from certain debls 
ors confined in the King’s Bench, prayilg 
relief, addressed a few observations to the 
house, on the subject of Insolvent Debtors, 
and the practice of imprisoning such deble 
ors. He observed, that the general sub: 
ject, to which the petition he had the he 
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yourto present, partially referred, was one 
tat deserved the most serious attention of 
te legislature, as well, with respect to 
views of justice and policy, as in reference 
pthe obvious humanity of the case. The 
gisting laws, in these respects, called for 
jeuisal ; and were capable of much amelio- 
ntion: he wished some general legislative 
tions were made, with respect to 
fe subject. Te could not expect, that 
ynoble friend of his (lord Moira), who had 
gore than once come forward on the sub- 
it, and who was, in every point of view, 
gcapable of doing it justice, under the 
nt multiplicity of his very important 
ssional avocations, would be able to 
grethe general subject that degree of at- 
gation which its various and important 
mure evidently demanded. However, be 
yemed to think a temporary regulating 
ji, such as had obtained in former years, 
ad which, of course, would not occupy 
tlatshare of time, or degree of attention, 
which 2 more comprehensive and enlarged 
tion of the law, necessarily would 
muire, might be brought forward, during 
te present session and be productive of 
bneficial consequences. The noble lord 
ten presented the petition, the title of 
which was read by the clerk. 

The Earl of Moira rose, and alluded to 
nme forcible objections which had been 
atertained to partial Insolvent bills; but, 
wtwithstanding these objections, his feel- 
igs and opinions upon the subject were 
uch, that he should be inclined to coun- 
koance a temporary Insolvent Debtors’ 
bil, were such a measure brought before 
te house ; but circumstanced as he then 
ws, he could not undertake to bring for- 
md such a bill himself. On the general 
nbject, he had not in the least altered his 
titiments, they remained the same ; but his 
tities and avocations were of such impor- 
Wace, aud mostly of such a nature, as to 
init of no postponement, that he ‘saw no 
tance of his being able to give a measure 
ihe kind that degree of attention it evi- 
datly required. Neither did he think the 
ime and arrangements of the house would 
tlowit, in the course of the present ses- 
ii, sufficiently to investigate and apply 
uequate legislative provisions, with re- 
feet to the general subject. There were 
important trials pending, which would 
Mupy all the time the house could spare 

‘its ordinary legislative business; un- 
lt these circumstances, he seemed to 
link the general subject could pot be 
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brought forward with effect this session. 
Besides, it was not only of a very impor- 
tant, but of a various and comprehensive 
nature; aud the investigation should pro- 
ceed step by step, as the best means of af- 
fording a prospect of a satisfactory issue : 
but, he repeated, that with respect to him- 
self, he did not feel authorized, under the 
circumstances in which he was placed, to 
bring forward a measure of the kind ; but 
that were such a bill as he alluded to, to 
come before the house, it certainly should 
have his countenance. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that under 
his circumstances also, he did not consider 
himself as duly prepared to bring such a 
bill before their lordships; but, as his no- 
ble friend who had last spoken stated, he 
should give every attention in his power to 
a bill of the kind, if brought forward. He 
agreed with his noble friends in what they 
said relative to the general subject. He 
had, in the course of his long professional 
experience, seen many instances of indi- 
viduals deprived of their liberties through 
misfortune, and had frequent occasion to 
lament the unhappy consequences in that 
point of view, of the operation of the pre- 
sent laws. After a few further remarks on 
this part of the subject, the noble and 
learned lord said, if such a bill as that ad- 
verted to by his noble friend, should be 
brought forward, he would contribute his 
assistance in forwarding the measure, to- 
wards the relief of the unhappy objects of 
it-—-The petition was then ordered to lie 
on the table, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, March 10. 

{Minutes.] Mr. Johnson, froin the 
office of the chief'secretary of Ireland, pre- 
sented at the bar, an account of the ordi- 
nary revenue of Ireland, pursuant to an 
order of the house.—Mr. Calcraft presented 
the ordnance estimates, and gave notice 
that although it was earlier than the usual 
practice, yet as he apprehended no objece 
tion would be made to his proposition, and 
as it would be attended with much conve 
nience, he would move them in the com. 
mittee of supply on Friday.+-On the moe 
tion of Mr.Whitbread, the order of the day ° 
for taking into further consideration the 
report of the committee appointed to pre- 
pare another article of impeachment against 
lord Melville, was read. He then moved, 
that the said article be one other of the 
re of impeachmeng against lord vis- 
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poses than those of the public naval ser- 
“ vices of this kingdom, to which alone 
“the same was lawfully applicable; and 
*“ did continue the said fraudulent and ille- 
** gal coaversion and application of divers 
“ of the said sums of money, after the pas- 
“ sing of the act of parliament for the bet- 
* ter regulating the office of treasurer of his 
** inaj.’s navy.” 

Mr. Whitbread then moved, that this ar- 

ticle be taken into furtier consideration on 
Monday. 

Mr. Perceval felt himself unable, at the 
moment, to make up his mindas to the strict 
legality of this measure. He gave the 
committee the greatest credit for their ex- 
ertions, but it had occurred to him, and he 
thought it might be useful to suggest to 
the committee, that even’ were the house 

_ to vote this additional article of impeach- 
ment, certainly contrary to precedent, and 
probably objectionable in some other re- 
spects, it might meet with considerable 

ebstruction and opposition in another place, 

Mr. Whitbread allowed, that the lords 
might possibly object to this article, as not 
having received it before the defendant had 
put in his reply to the former articles, But 
undoubtedly, if the lords should be of opi- 
nion that a fresh article of impeachment 
could not be exhibited, and should refuse 
to receive it, it certainly was competent to 
the house, on the discovery of fresh crimes, 
to prefer an altogether fresh impeachment. 

Not only the reason of the thing, but mo- 
tives of convenience to both houses, would, 

he trusted, induce their lordships to adopt 

a different determination—The motion 
was agreed to. 

[Agmy Estimates.] Onthe motion ofthe 
Secretary at War, the house resolved itself 
into a committee on the Army Estimates. 

General Tarleton said, he understood, 
that the estimates now on the table were 
merely a continuation of those laid before 
the house by the former ministers. He 

thought it extraordinary that the new mi- 
nisters had not yet brought forward their 
own plans for the defence of the country, 

particularly as the declarations of a right 
hon, gent, (Mr. Windham), on the Defence 

Act, and the volunteer system, must ope- 
rate unfavourably on each of them, and thus 
tend to diminish our effective furce, while no- 
thing else was substituted in their place. Af- 

ter al! the activity which that right hon. gent. 

had displayed in his speeches, and all the. 
plans which he had given grounds to ex- 
pect, nothing had yet been produced. 
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Mr. Windham replied, that the rapidity 
and decision advised by the hon, general 
might be proper in the field, but not inthe 
cabinet, All delay must be viewed as re. 
lative to the object to be accomplished, 
Considerable alterations im various and 
complicated departments of the public ser. 
vice, required deliberation proportioned to 
their magnitude and importance. He ob. 
jected to gentlemen calling for plans from 
him, as the frequenters of the theatre cal. 
led for an entertainment. He did not feel 
disposed to indulge them, and their im 
tience should never provoke him to lg 
any thing before the house that seemed to 
himself immature, 

Mr. Canning éontended that justice had 
not been done to the Defence act. Early 
in the session a notice had been given ofa 
motion for its repeal ; and a measure which 
could only be catried into effect by great 
exertions, was paralysed by this threatened 
repeal, 

The Secretay at War repeated the obser. 
vation which he made on presenting the 
army estimates, and concluded with moving 
the following resolutions, which were agreed 
to: 1. ‘* That the number of 134,473 ef 
fective men be granted for the service of 
his majesty, from the 25th of March to the 
24th of May inclusive: 2. That 795,460), 
be granted to his majesty, for guards and 
garrisons for that period: 3. That336,693i, 
be granted to his majesty for foreign gar. 
risons for the same period.”—The house 
having been resumed, the report was order 
ed to be received on Monday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, March 10. 
{[Minutes.} Mr. Whitbread, accompa 
nied by several members of the commons, 
presented at the bar, in the name of the 
commons of the united kingdom, the fur 
ther article of impeachment against lord 


Melville. The article was read at the 
table; after which lord Auckland moved 
that it be referred to the committee ap- 
pointed to search for precedents of the 
proceedings of that house on cases of Im 
peachment.—Ordered. 

[Ixsorvext Deprors.] Lord Hollany 
on presenting a petition from certain deblr 
ors confined in the King’s Bench, prayilg 
relief, addressed a few observations to 
house, on the subject of Insolvent Debtors, 
and the practice of imprisoning such debt, 
ors. He observed, that the general sub 
ject, to which the petition he had the ho 
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nour to present, partially referred, was one 
that deserved the most serious attention of 
the legislature, as well, with respect to 
views of justice and policy, ‘as in reference 
to the obvious humanity of the case. The 
existing laws, in these respects, called for 
yevisal ; and were capable of much amelio- 
ration: he wished some general legislative 
regulations were made, with respect to 
the subject. He could not expect, that 
anoble friend of his (lord Moira), who had 
more than once come forward on the sub- 
ject, and who was, in every point of view, 
so capable of doing it justice, under the 
present multiplicity of his very important 
professional avocations, would be able to 
give the general subject that degree of at- 
tention which its various and important 
nature evidently demanded. However, be 
seemed to think a temporary regulating 
bill, such as had obtained in former years, 
and which, of course, would not occupy 
that share of time, or degree of attention, 
which 2 more comprehensive and enlarged 
regulation of the law, necessarily would 
require, might be brought forward, during 
the present session and be productive of 
beneficial consequences. The noble lord 
then presented the petition, the title of 
which was read by the clerk. 

The Earl of Moira rose, and alluded to 
some forcible objections which had been 
entertained to partial Insolvent bills; but, 
notwithstanding these objections, his feel- 
ings and opinions upon the subject were 
such, that he should be inclined to coun- 
tenance a temporary Insolvent Debtors’ 
bill, were such a measure brought before 
the house ; but circumstanced as he then 
was, he could not undertake to bring for- 
ward such a bill himself. On the general 
subject, he had not in the least altered his 
sentiments, they remained the same; but his 
duties and avocations were of such impor- 
tance, aud mostly of such a nature, as to 
admit of no postponement, that he saw no 
chance of his being able to give a measure 
af the kind that degree of attention it evi- 
dently required. Neither did he think the 
time and arrangements of the house would 
allow it, in the course of the present ses- 
sion, sufficiently to investigate and apply 
adequate legislative provisions, with re- 
spect to the general subject. There were 
two important trials pending, which would 
eccupy all the time the house could spare 
from: its ordinary legislative business; un- 
der these circumstances, he seemed to 
think the general subject could pot be 
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brought forward with effect this session. 
Besides, it was not only of a very impor- 
tant, but of a various and comprehensive 
nature; aud the investigation should pro- 
ceed step by step, as the best means of af- 
fording a prospect of a satisfactory issue : 
but, he repeated, that with respect to him- 
self, he did not feel authorized, under the 
circumstances In which he was placed, to 
bring forward a measure of the kind ; but 
that were such a bill as he alluded to, to 
come before the house, it certainly should 
have his countenance. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that under 
his circumstances also, he did not consider 
himself as duly prepared to bring such a 
bill before their lordships; but, as his no- 
ble friend who had last spoken stated, he 
should give every attention in his power to 
a bill of the kind, if brought forward. He 
agreed with his noble friends in what they 
said relative to the general subject. He 
had, in the course of his long professional 
experience, seen many instances of indi- 
viduals deprived of their liberties through 
misfortune, and had frequent occasion to 
lament the unhappy consequences in that 
point of view, of the operation of the pre- 
sent laws. After a few further remarks on 
this part of the subject, the noble and 
learned lord said, if such a bill as that ad- 
verted to by his noble friend, should be 
brought forward, he would contribute his 
assistance in forwarding the measure, to- 
wards the relief of the unhappy objects of 
it.The petition was then ordered to lie 
on the table, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, March 10. 
{Minvres.] Mr. Johnson, froin the’ 
office of the chief'secretary of Ireland, pre 
sented at the bar, an account of the ordi- 
nary revenue of Ireland, pursuant to an 
order of the house.—Mr. Calcraft presented 
the ordnance estimates, and gave notice 
that although it was earlier than the usual 
practice, yet as he apprehended no objece 
tion would be made to his proposition, and 
as it would be attended with much conve 
nience, he would move them in the com. 
mittee of supply on Friday.+-On the moe 
tion of Mr.Whitbread, the order of the day ° 
for taking into further consideration the 
report of the committee appointed to pre- 
pare another article of impeachment against 
lord Melville, was read. He then moved, 
that the said article be one other of the 
— of impeachmeny against lord vis- 
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count Melville. Ordered.—On the motion 
of Mr. Witbread, it was also ordered, that a 
clause be prepared, saving liberty to the 
commons to prefer any other articles of 
impeachment against lord viscount Melville, 
and that he be put to answer the same; 
and that the committee appointed to draw 
up the articles of impeachment, be ap- 
pointed to draw up the said clause. The 
hon. gent. immediately brought up a re- 
port from the committee, containing the 
above clause, which was read, agreed to, 
and ordered to be engrossed, with the ar- 
ticle of impeachment. 

{Erection Treatine Act.] Mr. Tier- 
ney, pursuant to the notice he had formerly 
given, rose to bring forward his motion for 
leave to bring in a bill to explaii and ren- 
der more effectual, an act made in the 7th 
and 8th of William III. chap. 4, for pre- 
venting charge and expence in elections of 
members to serve in parliament. Every 
pie with whom he had ccnversed on 
the subject, agreed with him on the neces- 
sity of some measure for giving effect to 
an act of parliament, which had been found 
by uniform experience, to fall in most cases 
greatly short of the object it avowed; but 
many were of opinion the attempt would 
be attended with difficulties scarcely sur- 
mountable, It was by no means his inten- 
tion to give to that act any new construc- 
tion,. to the exclusion of any particular 
class or description of voters, or to pervert 
its meaning from the object it fairly avow- 
ed; but merely to remove the doubts 
which had arisen upon its construction in 
the minds of committees appointed to try 
the merits of elections, and to give it some 
certain and defined construction ; and the 
construction which he should propose, was 
precisely that which had always struck his 
own mind on the subject. The object of 
the act in question, was to exempt candi- 
dates from the enormous demands to which 
they were made liable, under the head of 
charges for the conveyance and travelling 
expences of voters not resident at the place 
of election, and to prevent the system of 
bribery and corruption which, under the 
pretence of such charges, might be and 
actually were carried on, The evils in 
those cases could not arise in places where 
the voters were.all residents of the town or 
vicinage, hut where persons claiming a 
right to vote at such elections resided at a 
distance, often at the extremity of a coun- 
ty, which constantly gave rise to scenes of 
confusion and enormous expence ; for, in 
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coming to give their votes at such elections 
they uniformly claimed the expences of 
their conveyance and travelling charges, 
and those upon the most extravagant scale 
from the candidates for whom they chose 


to vote. Perhaps there might be no y 
great objection to allow the claim of a voter, 


at a considerable loss of time, to some rea, 
sonable allowance for travelling charges 
and necessary refreshment ; but the-us 
of making such allowances had still throwg 
open a door to such extravagant demands 
on one hand, and gave such an opportunity 
fur bribery on the other, that every fairs 
intending candidate must have long since 
wished to see some effectual check put t 
such a system. Many determinations had 
taken place from time to time, upon repres 
sentations and complaints of this nature; 
but they were all upon distinct grounds, 
and none of them including all the objece 
tions for which remedy was desirable ; nor 
were there any cases which had occurred 
affording any series of precedents which 
could be decisive for the clear construction 
of the act. The chief difficulties had ocs 
curred in Westminster Hall ; and the courts 
of Common Pleas and Kiny’s Bench had 
differed materially in their decisions upon 
the subject. In the former court, an action 
had been brought in the case of Crickett 
and others, on the part of a publican, to 
recover from a candidate a sum for refresh. 
meuts given to his voters: but chiefjustice 
tyre was of opinion, the law could not 
sustain such a demand, and that it was con- 
trary to the act of William III. Another 
case occurred in the court of King’s Bench, 
in which the elector, who had come from 
Durham, where he resided, to give his vote 
at Taunton, where he possessed a right of 
voting for one of the candidates ; but before 
he would give his vote, he“demanded 30/, 
for his conveyance and travelling expences, 
and said he should not vote till he was paid, 
He was an itinerant musician ; he had cale 
culated the expence, and would not give 
bis vote without receiving his demand; 4 
suit was afterwards commenced against 
this man, upon the ground of bribery ; but 
‘the chief justice then, in summing up the 
‘evidence, found that a post-chaise fron 
Durham to Taunton at eighteen-pence per 
‘mile, amounted to much the greater patt 
lof the charge; that the man’s travelling 
charges must also be considered, and some 
Nittle allowance made for junketting with 
‘his friends at atime of election, to walt 
3 





coming from a distance to give his vote, . 
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adding his loss of time, the charge altoge- 
ther was not considered to be of that exor- 
bitant kind, that could justify a charge of 
corruption or bribery, wnd therefore the 
decision was in favour of the defendant. 
Notwithstanding, however, the decision of 
the Court of King’s Bench in that case, 
every man must feel the excessive hardship 
imposed upon a candidate who stood the 
election for any place situated as Taunton 
was, If he were to be put to the expence 
of 30 or 40/. for the conveyance of any 
‘yoter from the most distant part of the 
country, merely because that voter chose, 
for his own interest or convenience, to re- 
side out of the town where he claimed such 
yote, and in some other town at a distance 
where his mere residence gave him the 
right of another vote, as was precisely the 
case here, the expences to which a candi- 
date might be put in such cases for the con- 
yeyance of electors, to gratify their own 
wishes, and exercise their own privileges, 
for their own advantage, were as incalcula- 
bleas they were unjust, and ought not to fall 
on the representative ; for it was not mere- 
ly the actual expences incurred, which they 


_ would have to pay, but the extravagant 


profusion too often indulged by such elec- 
tors as these, when they felt themselves 
travelling not at their own charge, but at 
that of a candidate, whom they suppose 
well able to pay. With respect to county 
elections, the case was certainly different 
inrelation to the elector; because, voting 
from freeholds, often in remote parts of the 
country, upon which they resided, cer- 
tainly it would be hard for them to travel 
at their own expence to a county election 
to vote for any candidate; and though 
there might be no strong objection for a 
reasonable allowance to the voter for con- 
veyance, yet still it would be extremely 
dificult to draw the line of strict propriety 
inall cases, so as to guard against the abuses 
such a system admitted of: but upon the 
candidate the hardship must be still greater 
than in the other case; because the ex- 
pences must be incalculably more enor- 
mous. No man of.moderate fortune, how- 
ever respectable his talents and character, 
could pretend to stand the contest for a 
county against a wealthy rival. It would 
be in vain that the law required as a qua- 
lifcation for representing a county 600/. a 
year landed estate, or 300/. for a borough ; 
since no man, utider the liability to such a 
system of expence, could venture to set up 
Wr a county, who was not prepared to 
spend in the pursuit more than the fee sim- 
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ple of his qualification ; nay, without being 
prepared to squander from ten, to twenty, 
thirty, or even forty thousand pounds in- 
the contest. - The strong point therefore 
to which he particularly objected, was the 
extreme hardship imposed npon the candi- 
date, in being left open to the claims of thé 
voter for his conveyanée and travelling 
charges from one extremity of a county to 
the other, to exercise his own privilege, and 
for his own advantage, It was for this he 
wished a remedy; and so it was an effec+ 
tual one, he should not be very fastidious 
as to the form. A plan had been hereto~ 
fore proposed, for preventing the confu- 
sion and expence attendant on county 
elections, by enabling the electors to givé 
their votes within their respective districts. 
He should have no objection évén to such 
arrangement ; but, from the principle avow- 
ed in the very preamble of the act to which 
he alluded, he held it to be the clear and 
obvious construction of that act, that the 
candidate, in al] events, should not be 
charged with the expences of cotiveying 
electors to gratify their own wishes, and 
for their own advantage, to exercise their 
privileges. And whether the expence was 
to be defrayed by a county-rate (thougb he 
was not quite agreed as to that), or what 
other mode should séem more eligible, 
the candidate should certainly be exempt. 
The act of king William contained no dis 
tinction between residents and non-resi~e 
dents. It was an act not hastily intros 
duced, but one that had been, at a prior 
period, under the consideration of parlia- 
ment. The right hon. gent. here read the 
preamble of the act, which stated, that it 
was to remedy the great grievance of ex- 
pensive elections, &c. Such being the 
case, it was obvious that the intention of 
the framers was not to confine its opera- 
tion to the places of which the residents 
alone were electors, more especially as the 
proportion of these to those where non-re- 
sidents had the right of voting, was only as 
one to four. Three-fourths, therefore, of 
the kingdom were totally out of the bene- 
ficial influence of the act. He had never 
heard it contended by legal men, that 
the law did authorize an allowance to 4 
non-resident voter for loss of time, &c.; 
the only ground on which such allowance 
had been defended was convenience, It. 
might be thought that the operation of the 
bill, which it was his wish to bring in, 
would be to disfranchise threesfourths of. 
the voters it the kiyigdom. If he were of 
that opinion, ‘he would be the last- man te 
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propose it. He would either not pro- 
pose it at all, or he would propose an 
adequate compensation to those who 
wauld be aggrieved. It had once occurred 
to him to suggest the’ propriety of giving 
to a non-resident the power of voting in 
the place in which he resided, instead of 
that for which he was originally qualified, 
but, on consideration, he found that such 
@ man sustained no hardship by not voting. 
He would vote, if he did vote, to please 
himself, In parliamentary language, the 
elected bears the burthen ; the elector casts 
the burden. Adverting to one of the cases 
which he had mentioned, that of the fidler, 
who went from Durham to Taunton to 
vote, what was it first induced him to go 
from Taunton to Durham? Interest.— 
Had he been desirous to retain his power 
of voting, he should have remained at 
Taunton, where he possessed that power. 
Besides, by his residence at Durham, he 
had acquired a right of voting there, and 
he then came forward and claimed a vote 
likewise for Taunton. What hardship was 
there in saying, “ We do not take your 
vote away; if it be an inconvenience to 
you, it is an inconvenience of your own 
making.” Should the house, however, 
think it right that this inconvenience which 
a man brought upon himself shosld be re- 
medied. at the expence of the candidate, 
then he allowed there would be an end to 
his bill, It might be objected, that such 
@ construction would go to disfranchise 
the 40s. freeholders. But though that was 
by no means his wish, nor should he be 
inclined to vote for such a proposition if it 
was brought forward; yet he begged it 
might be recollected, that if the original 
institution of 40s, freeholders were con- 
sidered, and the circumstances under 
which it took place, the original spirit of 
that measure would be found in no de- 
gree infringed by increasing the qualiti- 
cation to a much highersum, and thereby 
removing, in a very great degree, the evil 
of which he now complained ; for if the 
comparative value of money, in the reign 
of Henry VI. and at this day were duly 
considered, it would be found the depre- 
ciation was as 15 to 1, and consequently 
that a qualification of 30/. a year, at this 
day, was no more than adequate to one of 
40s. in the former. Where then would be 
the hardship, if a man possessed of a free- 
hold property of 30/. per annum, were call- 
ed on once in seven years, to go at his own 
charge to give his vote at his county elec- 
tion? The effect of the present system, 





under which the number of 40s. freeholdety 
had been so very greatly increased, way 
very considerably to decrease the number 
of candidates for elections, by the dread 
of the enormous expences to be incurred 
by election contests; whereas the increas 
of qualification, by confining the electiyg 
franchise to that description of men, 
whom it was originally designed to be ex, 
ercised, would open a wide door for ad. 
mitting to that house an order of men he 
very much wished to see there ; an ‘order of 
men in which England more than ap 
country of Europe abounded 3, namely, 
men of moderate fortune, independent 
principles, liberal education, and sound 
understanding ; who well understood the 
constitution, and the true interests of their 
country and were firmly attached to the 
maintenance of the one, and the promotion 
of the other, It had been suggested by some 
2enlemen, that it would be advisable to esta. 
blish a county-rate, forthe purpose of pays 
ing the expenses of those electors, who regis 
ded at a distance from the place of election, 
Tothis hecertainlyhad noobjection,although 
he could not see on what principle such 
non-residents were entitled to it. In large 
counties taking the poll at several places, 
might in some degree obviate the inconve- 
nience complained of. At present there 
was only the alternative of a shameful com- 
promise between the contending parties, or 
a scene of dreadful riot and extravagance 
at the place of contest. An objection might 
be urged, that the law might entangle the 
candidate, and that no man might be safe 
in his election, if he had given a glassof 
wine to an elector. But had there beens 
petition to this effect from a place, where the 
voters were resident, and where consequent 
ly the operation of the act of king William 
had extended ? There was another trifling 
objection which might be made: it might 
be said, that a strict adherence to the let 
ter of the law would destroy old English 
hospitality. In his conception, Howevey 
it would promote it; for the country gen 
tleman would not be deterred from shewing 
genuine old English hospitality by the ne 
cessity that was now imposed on him, of 
providing for the extravagant expense of 
contested election. It might also be said, 
that voters would become indifferent as 10 
their representatives, and that all manifes 
tations of popular spirit would be repre 


tsed. To this he could give a direct answel 


Inhis own election for the borough of Soatl- 
wark there was, though no riot as formerly 
as strong a manifestation of public spinté 
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ever. All the difference that he could per- 
ceive was, that the speeches of the candi- 
dates were listened to by sober men instead 
of drunken ones. When the house came 
to the resolution that no candidate should 
be allowed: to spend more than 5/, at an 
election, a sum which was afterwards in- 
creased to ten, was it intended by them to 
leave a loop hole permitting candidates to 
expend 10,000/. at an election? Was this 
ractice in consonance with the spirit of 
the resolution which was passed by the 
house, thanking the electors of some coun- 
ties for having elected their members with- 
out expense? In 1774, a committee was 
appointed to revise all the laws relative to 
elections. The report of that committee 
was well worth the attention of the house. 
That report suggested the expediency in 
some counties of making compensation ta 


the freeholders for their expenses, &c. but 


not the least hint of throwing this burden 
upon the candidate. It therefore confirm 
ed his opinion, that the candidate should 
be exonerated from any such charges. He 
wished this broad principle to be esta- 
blished, that every man must vote at his 
own expense, and any particular cases that 
might occur might be left to the considera- 
tion of committees. It would be for them 
to determine what amounted to a bribe. and 
what not. A bottle of wine given by a 
candidate to his equal, could not be consi- 
dered as a bribe, but there might be instan- 
ces in which even such a trifling gift would 
influence a man of a different description. 
If the bill which he proposed, should pass 
intoa law, he firmly believed that all the 
evil proceeding from popular elections 
would be done away. As the law stood, 
men of small fortunes were completely ex- 
cluded from parliament, It was a mere 
mockery to say, that a man possessed of 
600/, a year was qualified to be the repre- 
sentative of a county. Perhaps there was 
no county in which among the men of mo- 
derate property there was so much talent, 
and so much integrity, and yet these men 
were virtually excluded, unable as they 
Were to undergo the expenses of an elec- 
lioneering contest. The only sufferers by 
the bill would be men of no family, no ta- 
ts, no virtue, and who depended for 
their success solely on the influence which 
their riches. gave them. The right hon. 
gent. Mr. Tierney concluded by moving for 
leave to bring in a bill to explain and 
render more effectual an act made in the 
7th and 8th of king William ILI. for prevent- 
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ing charge and expence in election of memes 
bers to serve in parliament, 

Mr. Secretary Fox allowed that he. was 
one of those who had a’ good will towards 
the object of the hon. gent.’s motion. It 
was necessary for him to rise at this early 
stage of the question to say, that he did 
not think so lightly of the difficulties that 
were in the way of that object, as the hon. 
gent. There might be means discovered of 
removing them, but they were certainly 
not trifling. With regard to what had been 
said about the 40s. freeholders, it should 
be recollected, that their non-residence was 
no act of their own. As for comparing 
the freeholders to that amount of the pre- 
sent day, with those in the reign of Henry 
VI, he had always been of opinion, that 
this was a point of the constitution better 
understood at the present day, than in the 
times of the houses of York and Lancas- 
ter. There was an aristocratic principle in 
limiting the right of voting to those who 
possessed a certain value of landed proper~ 
ty, which the subsequent depreciation of 
money had much reduced and meliorated. 
Had a bill been offered to the house to de- 
prive freeholders under 30/, a year of their 
elective franchise, he should have given it 
his most decided opposition. The hon, 
gent. himself had admitted, that this would 
not be expedient. If therefore, it was not 
justifiable directly to deprive them of their 
right, neither was it justifiable indirectly to 
do so. The hon. gent, allowed, that York- 
shire was an instance in which, from the 
extent of the county, inconvenience would 
result to many of the minor freeholders, if 
a compensation for their expenses were 
withheld from them. But not Yorkshire 
alone, Lancaster, and several other coun- 
ties, would be subject to the same grie- 
vance. As to the plan of taking the poll at 
different parts of the county, when it was 
first suggested, he felt repugnant to it, but 
the reasoning of the hon. gent. rendered 
him willing to acquiesce in its At any 
rate he was desirous, by every means, to 
avoid confining the right of voting at coun. 
ty elections to the large freeholders. Now, 
with regard to the boroughs, he must say, 
that the hon. gent. went too far in saying 
that it was in the option of every voter to 
remain a resident or not; and that if it 
was an inconvenience, it was one which he 
brought upon himself. This was much too 
generally stated. At such times as the pre-~ 
sent, when the exigencies of the country 
called so many men from their homes, this 
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sentiment was peculiarly reprehensible. 
Would the hon. gent. wish that every man 
who had inlisted for a soldier should be de- 
prived of his elective franchise? that he 
should abandon his rights as a freeman? 
Surely not. Much less in the case of a 
tnilitia man. It would, indeed, be the hard- 
ést case m the world, when a man had 
been ballotted for that service, and had 
been compelled to go to a distance from his 
family and his home to defend his king and 
country, that he should be compensated, 
by being deprived of his right to vote for a 
member of parliament. He perfectly con- 
curred in the expediency of the bill, but he 
merely contended that the difficulties were 
not so hight as was imagined, With respect 
to the comparative value of money, he 
agreed with the hon. gent. that a qualifica- 
tion of 600/. a year was sufficient for a 
county member. He should think the qua- 
lification sufficient had it been less. But it 
should be recollected, when the deprecia- 
tion of money was argued upon one side of 
& question, that a hundred years ago the 
diflerence of the value of money, from the 
present time, though not so great as be- 
tween the preseut time and the reign of 
Henry VI, was yet very considerable. On 
the principle which had been argued by the 
hon. gent. therefore, these qualifications 
should be raised; he was however, of a 
different opinion. This matter should cer- 
tainly be put so clearly out of doubt, as to 
relieve committees from any hesitation in 
their decisions. The hon. gent. had said, 
that if a candidate asked his equal to drink 
a glass of wine, it could not be deemed a 
bribe, but that it might if offered to a poor 
man. He had added, that committees 
would be’the judges of these and similar 
circumstances. But were there no inter- 
mediate ranks between the gentleman of 
fortune and the poor man? And would it 
not be most unseemly to excite enquiries 
into the probability of such or such a,man’s 
being influenced by a consideration of that 
nature? He was decidedly of opinion, that 
the subject should be settled, but it must 
be without virtually or directly disfranchi- 
sing any considerable number of voters. 


If this object could be accomplished, the. 


bill should have his hearty support. 

My. Tierney explained. All he wished 
was, that the law should be distinctly es- 
tablished,. but in doing this, it was his 


earnest desire to prevent the possibility of 


any man’s being disfranchised. What the 
tight hon. gent. had said of the hardships 
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which a soldier would incur in being d, 
prived of his elective practice was certaj 
true. For this, and similar cases, an ade 
quate remedy might be applied. He only 
hoped that the bill would not be rendepg4/ 
obscure or ambiguous, but that this brog 
principle should be generally established, 
namely, that every voter should vote at his 
own expense, 
Mr. Lee gave great credit to the hop, 
gent. for the excellence of his intentigy 
and for the clearness with which he had ¢. 
plained it, but agreed with the right hog, 
gent. under him (Mr. Fox), that the diff 
culties inthe way were considerable. With 
out a great many safeguards, the result of 
the bil must be the disfranchisements of 
some thousands of electors. If it wey 
rendered impossible for a man to vote ex. 
cept by making a journey, the expensedf 
which he could not afford, it would 
much the same thing as depriving him of 
his right altogether. 
Sir Robert Buxton wished only to advert 
to one statement that had been made by 
the right hon. mover. He had said that 
the voter exercised his right for his om 
pleasure; now he had always conceived 
that he exercised it for the benefit of the 
public at large.—The question was then 
put, and leave was given to bring in thebill, 
[Arrarrs oF Inpra.] Mr. Johnston 
rose, pursuant to notice, to move for copies 
of two letters written by lord Cornwallis to 
the court of directors; as also of a letter 
from sir George Barlow, his successorin 
the government of India. He disclaimed 
any personal animosity to the marquis Wel 
lesley, or any wish to bring charges against 
him, but he thought it was necessary that 
the house should at lengti turn its atten 
tion to the mode in which India bad been 
for a long time governed, and thatthe 
members should compare the system of 


lord Cornwallis with that of his predecessor, 


and make up their minds on the subject 
As for his part, he feit that the empire wat 
indebted to the murquis Wellesley for# 
much of his system as established our m 
litary reputation and ascendancy in India, 
but he highly disapproved of the lengtls 
to which that system was afterwards 

ed, when, under pretence of defensive wat, 
all the native powers of India were 

to receive British garrisons, and were kept 
in greater subjection in their own capitals 
than the kings of Whirtemburgh and Bate 
ria are at this-:moment by the emperor 
France. Under vague pretences, a grt 
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of the territory of our ally, the nabob of 
Qude, was wrested from him, and the pos- 
sessions of the nabob of Arcot were seized 
under the pretence of treason, said to have 
been coanitted by that prince almost un- 
der the eyes of lord Cornwallis. Highly 
ys he disapproved of that part of lord Wel- 
lesl@y’s system, be by no means meant to 
bring any charge against him on that ac- 
count, as he could not impute to him any 
improper motives. He only considered 
that his. lordship was possessed of too ar- 
dent a mind, and views of too great ambi- 
tion. He hoped the house would recur to 
their former resolution, aud that that would 
befor the future the established system of 
Indian government. Under the former 
system, a noble lord (Castlereagh) had often 
expatiated on advantages that wefe to re- 
sult from it, but which promises were never 
realized; whereas, on the other side, it 
red that the real situation of our af- 

fairs in India has become so distressed, 
that 200,000/. have been stopped from the 
treasure destined for China, and 50,000/. 
borrowed from the government of Madras 
to help to defray the arrears of pay toa 
number of irregular troops, which are kept 
up at an expence of 60,000/. per month, 
and whose support is stated to be much 
more injurious to the company than their 
hostility in the field could possibly be. 
The hon. gent. then took a review of the 
various treaties entered into by the marquis 
Wellesley, with the native powers, most of 
which he thought highly impolitic. A very 
short time after the treaty with the rajah of 
Bhurtpore, that prince admitted our enemies 
into his fortresses, and the British army 
lost above 3000 men in vainly endeavour- 
ing to take his capital. The treaty with 
Scindia he equally disapproved of. Some 
disputes had arisen about the construction 
of some of the articles of that treaty, and 
Scindia immediately seized and imprisoned 
the British resident in his dominions, which 
was the occasion of the present war in 
Indias He thought it was full time for 
liament to lay down some fixed princi- 
ah, and he hoped the wight hon. gent. 
(Mr, Fox) would consent to the papers he 
tow moved for, and would pursue, in prac- 
fee, those principles which he had so often 
professed on Indian affairs, .He thought 
inecessary, that the government should 
tow declare. the precise plan, on which 
they meant that India should be governed 
in future. The hon. gent. concluded by 
Raving for “ copies. of letters from Jord 
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Cornwallis to the court of directors and 
select committee, dated Ist Aug. 1805, 
and to the court of directors, dated 9th 
Aug.: 2. Copy of a letter from sir George 
Barlow to the chairman, dated 6th Oct. ; 
and copies of letters from lord Cornwallis 
to Scindia and lord Lake, dated 18th and 
19th Sept., and enclosed in sir George Bar- 
low’s letter: 3. Copy of a letter from sir 
George Barlow, dated 23d Oct.” 

Mr. Secretary Fox said, that he had no 
intention whatever to object to the produc- 
tion of the papers moved for, although he 
must observe, that his hon. friend did not 
appear to him to have stated any necessity 
or parliamentary ground, upon which they 
ought to be laid before the house. As to 
the hon. gent.’s allusion to the propriety 
of a declaration on the part of his majesty’s 
ministers, relative to the system of govern- 
ment meant to be acted upon with regard 
to India, he was at a loss to conceive any 
reason upon which that demand could be 
justified. No disposition was manifested 
to deviate from the course which was now 
pursuing respecting India; and until suck 
disposition should appear, he apprehended 
that it was quite unnecessary in ministers 
to make any declaration upon the subjeet. 
Indeed, it seemed to his mind that, accord- 
ing to practice, some resolution should be 
adopted by the house, expressive of its opi- 
nion and wish, before ministers were called 
upon to enter into the question. Thehon, 
gent. had alluded to the opinions formerly 
delivered by him, relative to the govern- 
ment of India. To these opinions, he could 
assure his hon. friend, that he still com- 
pletely adhered. They were declared above 
24 years ago; and as far as he had since 
had opportunity of observing the affairs of 
India, to which, perhaps, he had not attend- 
ed as much as other men had done, or as 
much as he ought, he had nevér seen or 
heard of a transaction which served to wea- 
ken the confidence he entertained in the jus- 
tice of his original opinions, but which did 
not rather tend to their complete justificas 
tion. However, an act had passed in conse- 
quence of the resolutions upon the subject of 
India, which he had the honour of supporte 
ing. That act had been now proceeded upon 
for a series of years, and when the subject 
should be regularly brought forward for 
discussion, he would be perfectly ready to 
state his sentiments respecting it. At pre~ 
sent he should only say, that under that 
act, a board of controul had been appoint. 
ed, and o/ all the boards which hud presi* 
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ded over the government of India, he saw 
least ground to question the intentions, or 
to ask explanations as to the views, of the 
present, by whom every disposition was 
shewn to follow the course prescribed in 
the resolutions formerly adopted by the 
house, and of which the hon. mover pro- 
fessed to approve. No one could doubt 
the propriety of entering into an investiga- 
tion of the affairs of India: but the present 
did not appear to him‘to be the proper 
time. When the India budget shall be 
brought before the heuse, his hon. friend 
was aware, that the statement to be looked 
for on that occasion, would naturally be 
connected with the political system of India, 
and that then would be the proper time to 
select for a full discussion Of that subject. 
The right hon. gent. repeated his disincli- 
nation to oppose the production of those 
papers, although no adequate reason was 
assigned by the mover, although no inten- 
tion was announced, proposing an enquiry, 
or of grounding any proceeding upon them, 
At the same time he took occasion to re- 
mark, that he could not conceive any good 
reason for the alarm and anxiety which 
was, by his hon. friend, and by other friends, 
for whom he had a high respect, so parti- 
cularly stated to prevail with regard to 
the government of India. It really ap. 
peared to him very strange, that a much 
greater degree of jealousy should seem to 
apply to the present board of controul, than 
to that which preceded it.—Upon the 
whole, the right hon. gent. did not feel the 
propriety of calling upon ministers for any 
distinct pledge as to the course of policy 
which they meant to follow with regard to 
India. * No intention appeared to exist, 
either on the part of his majesty’s govern- 
ment, the board of controul, or the court 
of directors, to abandon the course of which 
all sides of the house expressed their ap- 
probation; and therefore no pledge was 
requisite. Ifany variation of circumstances 
should call for a change of system, an ex- 
planation would of course become neces- 
sary. But in the present instance he did 
not think that any further explanation or 
pledge could be fairly required. 

Mr. Hiley Addington concurred with 
what had fallen from the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Fox) : he did not see that any neces- 
sity had been shewn for the production of 
the papers which had been moved, but at 
the same time he saw no objection to their 
being produced, especially as the contents 
ef them were already pretty public, and as 
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the hon. mover had, in his speech, readg 
long extract from one of those lettey 
(which, as an East-India proprietor, he hag 
seen) he thought that it would be the beg 
way to produce the papers, in order that 
the whole of the letters might be before the 
house instead ofa partial extract. He, 
a member of the board of controul, tad 
considered those treaties on which the hog, 
mover had made so many observations; 
and he viewed those transactions in a y 
different light. As to that with the Rajah 
of Bhurtpore, it would not be fair to change 
the failure of the treaty upon the maker of 
it. The failure was owing to the unexam. 
pled treachery and perfidy of that prince, 
and not to any improper conduct in Lon 
Wellesley, who concluded the treaty with 
him. He sincerely gave the hon. mover 
the greatest credit, for the motives which 
had induced him to bring forward the pre 
sent motion, and was sure, that it was not 
at all dictated by any personal animosityto 
marquis Wellesiey. He hoped he might 
also obtain credit, when he stated, thatit 
was from public.motives alone, that he was 
averse to prejudging any part of the con 
duct of lord Wellesley, which, on a future 
day, would come before them more regu 
larly for discussion. 

Mr. Charles Grant allowed, that the sy 
tem pursued by lord Wellesley, was, asa 
military system, very splendid, and attended 
with many advantages. But he could not 
think that a fit system for tranquillizing 
India, the effect of which had -been to ix 
volve us in quarrels with all the native 
princes. In order to procure the re-esta. 
blishment of the pacific system, the court 
of directors had with all their exertions 
promoted the return of lord Cornwallis to 
India. This nobleman’s death was much 
to be lamented, but there was no doubt 
that his successor would follow up his plans 
He was happy to hear this system wast 
have the support’of his majesty’s govem 
ment. With respect to the measures of 
lord Wellesley, the court of directors ne 
ther approved of them, nor was aver 
them till they were carried into effect. Mt 
thought that the name and character of sit 
George Barlow ought not to be called @ 
question, because he was not here to de 
fend himself. 

Mr. Huddlestone.—lI rise, sir, to support 
the motion, and sball endeavour, as briefly 
as I can, to state the views in which ] think 
it of importance, that the papers movél 
for should be laid before the house. 





Lord 
y with 
mover 
whieh 
1e pres 
'as not 


385) 


ysual argument of danger to the public 
interest from the disclosure of papers, is 
efectually done away with respect to In- 
dian papers by those which have been al- 
yeady published, and most especially by 
the late intercepted letters which have been 
ublished, both in France and in this coun- 
try, in which whatever can either inform 
of irritate our implacable enemy is laid 
open to his view. After that complete de- 
velopement, I apprehend no one wil talk 
of danger to the public interests, from the 
disclosure of any India papers; but, with 
respect to those now moved for, I am of 
opinion the disclosure of them, instead of 
producing mischief, will tend to correct 
the mischief which the publication of the 
late intercepted letters was calculated to 
produce, by destroying the hopes which 
the enemy must have indulged, of our per- 
severing in a system that was leading us to 
ruin. And here, sir, the production of 
these papers will be of solid benefit, by 
shewing the true nature of that system, 
stripped of these ornaments and decora~ 
tions which dazzled the eyes,.and, for a 
time, led captive the understandings of 

and able men in this country. They 


willshew, upon an authority which no elo- 
quence can gainsay, the real value of that 


for which so tremendous an expence of 
blood and treasure has been incurred. With 
respect to the executive body of the Kast- 
India company, I have no hesitation in 
confessing, that I am glad these papers 
have been moved for, and by an hon. 
member who is unconnected with the court 
ofdirectors. It is true another hon. mem- 
ber, who has given more attention to India 
dfairs, perhaps, than any other person, 
and who has brought to the subject talents 
proportioned to its magnitude, has de- 
dared the India directors free from any 
blame for the existing evils. But these 
papers will shew that the directors have 
been as anxious to terminate those evils 
asthey could have been if they had them- 
selves been the authors of them; and they 
will give the house the satisfaction to know, 
that much was done towards the termina- 
tion of them, even in the few weeks that 
lord Cornwallis was spared after his arrival 
in India. They will enable the house to ap- 
preciate the great services rendered by his 
lordship, even in that short period, and they 
will shew how and by whom those services 
were procured. ‘These papers will also 
have the effect of removing all doubts as 
Wa fact, of which I have heard, with sur- 
Vou. VI. 
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prise, that doubts have been expressed in 
this house, namely—that the Mahratta war 
has been the great preponderating cause of 
the present deranged state of the finances of 
the Kast-India company. Not the only 
cause, I admit: for, the same system which 
gave birth to the war, gave birth to asystem 
of finance and expenditure which would 
nearlyhave absorbed the whole revenue,even 
ona peace-establishment. But when war 
was added to the scale, it was impossible for 
the finances to bear up under the accumu- 
lated weight. ‘These napers then, sir, will 
shew that the present financial difficulties 
of the East-India company are among the 
serious evils occasioned by the late system ; 
a system of which I question only the wis- 
dom, not the intention or integrity of mind 
with which it was undertaken, I can also, 
as well as the hon. gent., with the utmost 
siucerity, disclaim any motives of personal 
ill-will to lord Wellesley, and whatever 
may prove to have been the object of call- 
ing for a great variety of India papers, I 
concur entirely with the hon. mover of the 
question, that it is extremely desirable 
that parliament should come to some reso- 
lution that should re-establish the principle 
unanimously adopted and declared by this 
house in the year 1784. ‘Tlie papers in 
question will shew, that a change of 
system, in India, is both resolved and en- 
tered upon; but the transactions of the 
three past years, and the death of the mar- 
quis Cornwallis, may make it difficult to 
induce a belief that the change is sincere, 
or likely to be permanent; painful expe- 
rience has wrought the conviction here, 
which reason and argument failed to pro- 
duce ;—that if India is deemed worth pre- 
serving, the system and principles of that 
great man whom the whole Indian world is 
now lamenting, must be followed up; and 
faithfully to adhere to his policy, was the 
only true wisdom for governing India; and 
its wisdom consisted in its simplicity, in 
its justice, moderation, and forbearance, 
alike to the strong and to the weak, 
alike in success and under adverse tor- 
tune. Had the marquis Cornwallis re. 
mained in India, instead of coming home, 
after his first administration, the most san- 
guine expectations of advantages from India 
would have been realized, and that for 
which we have contended at such dreadtul 
hazard and expence, would have been for- 
ced upon us by the affections of the people. 
The British government would have been 
voluntarily Jooked up to as the universal 
Cc 
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umpire throughout India, the dispenser of 
peace and happiness through regions larger 
than the whole exieut of Europe.—I am 
anxious then, sir, fora resolution that should 
pledge this house in favour of the system 
and principles of the late marquis Corn- 
wallis, and bind all our future governments 
in India to emulate his example. And if 
an hon. gent. below me (Mr.: Francis) 
would permit me, I would call upon him 
to'bring forward such a resolution, or to 
renew a proposal which he brought forward 
last session, and which was then unhappily 
rejected.—-I say unhappily rejected, be- 
cause I am persuaded that that resolution, 
had it been carried, would have proved of 
great importance, by strengthening the 
hands of lord Cornwallis, and enabling him 
to shew the Indian states, that the princi- 
ples on which he professed to act, were 
not his only, but those of parliament and 
the country at large. Sir, it was a resolu- 
tion directly in the spirit of that great man, 
on the re-appointment of lord Cornwallis to 
the government general, to which his ma- 
jesty’s ministers had just given their sanc- 
tion. AndI therefore witnessed, with equal 
surprise and concern, the exertion of that 
transcendant eloquence which prevailed 
on the house to reject it; how often that 
eloquence was exerted for the welfare of 
the country, no one can be more sensible 
than I am; but, in this instance, I shall 
ever think it was misapplied.—I rejoice 
in the belief that his majesty’s present mi- 
nisters have not entangled themselves in 
the mazes of the late system, nor been de- 
luded by the splendour and giare attached 
to it. I have heard with pleasure the sen- 
timents delivered this evening, by a right 
bon. gent. (Mr. Fox). I recollect, with 
pleasure the sentiments delivered last ses- 
sion, by a right hon. gent. now high in his 
majesty’s councils. I hope and trust that 
right hon. gent. and his colleagues will now 
act up to them, and if they do, much may 
yet be retrieved. Inthe present moment, 
which I believe to be not less awful in re- 
spect to India than Europe, nothing—no 
individual measure, could produce more 
salutary effects, than a resumption of the 
discarded principles to which I have allu- 
ded. And the hon. gent. who brought for- 
ward the resolution last session, might 
now Offer it under happier auspices. I owe 
it to myself, as well as to that hon. gent., 
to declare that I concur in almost all I have 
heard that right hon. gent. deliver in this 
house gn the affairs of India; his view of 
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the whole subject is that, which, withoy 
any conversation with him, my mind hg 
long taken; and whether he be a friend tp 
the company or not, of this I am sure, thy 
the most determined friend of the cop. 
pany could not have offered opinions ang 
advice more friendly to their interests thay 
those which I have heard that right hon, 
gent. deliver in this house. It is in rh. 
ance on that friendly disposition towands 
the Kast-India company, that I have pre 
sumed to urge him to renew his proposi 
tion, and my apology must be the percep. 
tion which I bave, in common with him,of 
the calamities which have followed ourds 
parture from the wise principles whichit 
was the object of the proposition to enforee, 
And I hope the house will accept the sang 
apology for my trespassing so long omthe 
patience. Tew other subjects could over 
come my reluctance to such an intrusion, 
Mr. Paull denied that the failure of. the 
treaty with the rajab of Bhurtpore was owing 
entirely to the treachery of that prince ; and 
read an extract from a letter of lord Wel 
lesley, written in the month of Oct, 180, 
which shewed that his lordship had ahi 
opinion of him. He took notice of the ap. 
pointment of sir George Barlow, as a proof 
of the acknowledged necessity of changing 
the Indian system. ‘ 
Mr.Secretary Fux requested the indulgence 
of the house, merely to state, in allusion 
to what had fallen from the hon. director 
(Mr. Grant), that his majesty’s minister 
did not, in the appointment of sir G. Bar 
low, mean to pledge themselves to the pur 
suit of any particular system of government 
in India. ‘The fact was, that the appoint 
ment of the hon, bart. referred to, for whom 
he entertained a high respect, was made 
even before the present administration wis 
fully formed, in order to prevent the incon 
venience of any interregnum in India. 
Lord Temple declared, that he would not 
have said a word about the transaction oi 
Bhurtpore, were it not for an extract he 
ving been read from a commendatéry letter, 
written by lord Wellesley at the time that 
he entertained a favourable opinion of the 
rajah ; but, in a very short time after, he 
detected a correspondence of his with Hok 
kar, for the purpose of forming a projett to 
drive the English out of India. He pleé 
ged himself to prove, when the discussion 
came on, direct treachery on the part of 
that prince ; and that the ruin of Holkat 
was only prevented by his lending him the 
cannon of the fort of Bhurtpore, at the time 
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that he was himself in alliance with the 
companys He begged of the house to sus- 

, till the discussion came on, their opi- 
pion of the conduct of the noble marquis, 
yhich was approved of by the secret com- 
mittee of the court of directors, whose 
orders he was bound to obey. 

Mr. Francis.—Sir ; Before I begin what 
Jintended to say on the present motion, 
orrather on some collateral subjects con- 
pected with it, I bey leave to take notice 
ofa passage in the latter part of the speech 
ofthe hon. director on the other side (Mr, 
Grant). He said that the name and cha- 
racter of sir George Barlow ought not to be 
called in question, because he was not here 
todefend himself; much less was it just or 
decent to canvass the merits of any man by 
anonymous publications in the newspapers. 
That he was a person of long standing and 
great merit in the company’s service; that, 
on this ground, he had been confirmed in 
the office of governor-general by an unani- 
mous resolution of the court of directors, 
confirmed and ratified by a most deliberate 
and most solemn act of his majesty’s pre- 
sent government, which he had no reason 
tothink was not the act of the whole admi- 
nistration. At all events, he was now fixed 
in his office by concurrent resolutions of 
all the lawful authorities of this country. 
That he ought to have fair play ;- that his 
merits should be tried by his future con- 
duct; and that, on no account, would it 
be just tv condemn the said sir George 
Barlow unheard ; with many other general 
topics of the same. Now, sir, I desire it to 
beobserved, that though this gentleman’s 
name and merits have been repeatedly in- 
troduced in this house, they never were 
mentioned, much less have they ever been 
canvassed by me, either here or any where 
else; and for a very good reason; because 
Imyself know nothing about him. In that 
question I have no personal interest or in- 
formation, nor a concern of any kind. 
What I have heard of his conduct in office, 
fom pretty good authority, is certainly 
notin his favour. My information comes 
tome, in various ways, from the India 


House, and nominally from some gentle- 


men in the direction, who, till very lately, 
made no secret of their opinion. Now | 
would ask the hon. director, a few plain 
and, as | think, parliamentary questions 
on the case in hand, if he will allow me 
that freedom. Do the court of directors, 
does he himself approve of lord Wellesley’s 
ptoteedings ?—of what part? and to what 
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extent? Or do they ‘and he condemn 
those proceedings, without any saving 
clause, without a reserve or aqualification 
of any kind, excepting perhaps the second 
war against Tippoo Sultan? If he answers 
this last question in the affirmative, as I 
am sure he will, I then ask him what was 
the conduct of sir George Barlow, who 
stood next to the governor-general, and 
was the first in his council? Did he ever 
oppose or even remonstrate against any 
one act of lord Wellesley’s government, 
good, bad, or indifferent? Did he not vi- 
gorously support, did he not*heartily con- 
cur in all those acts? Did this conduct of 
sir George Barlow entitle him to the appro- 
bation of his hon. employers, or did it meet 
.with their severest indignation? But now 
he is immoveably fixed in his high station, 
and we ought to look forward. I think so, 
not generally, but in this special case, be- 
cause it will not bear a retrospect.—As I 
perceive that the motion made by my hon. 
friend is not to be opposed, I shall content 
myself with saying that I should vote for it 
on the same general principle on which I 
have always acted. And indeed, how is 
it possible, that this particular motion 
should be resisted? The papers in ques- 
tion have been made public by the court 
of directors. They have been communi- 
cated to a general court of proprietors, and 
laid open to the inspection of every indi« 
vidual owner of India stock. Can the 
intelliyence contained in such papers be 
called a secret? or is the house of com- 
mons alone. unfit to be trusted with it? 
Why, sir, a most material article in this 
intelligence is already in print. I have 
read this day in a newspaper, an extract of 
a letter from lord Cornwallis, dated the 9th 
of August 1805, in which he tells the direc- 
tots, ** that an enquiry into the state of 
“‘ their finances afforded the most discou< 
*“* raging prospect; that, unless some very 
speedy measures were taken to reduce 
their expences, it would be impossible 
to meet with effect the contingency of 
war; that the most burthensome and 
least useful part of the existing military: 
expeuces arose from very numerous 
bodies of irregular troops, entertained 
at an expence of near 60,000/. sterling | 
per month; who, if distnissed, would be 
less formidable to us in the field, than 
while they remain so distressing a drain 
upon our finances! At this period, 
your regular troops are little short of 
five mouths, and many of your public 
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* departments, on which any movement 
*¢ of your armies depends, still more in 
“< arrear!” The only expedient which 
occurs to his lordship for relief, is “ the 
‘* detention of the treasure destined for 
China, viz. 200,000/. and strongly to 
urge the government of Madras to spare 
50,000/. of the specie allotted for the 
service of that presidency.” This is bad 
news certainly, and impossible to be con- 
cealed. Or would it mend the matter, if 

ou were able and willing, to suppress it? 
T shall vote, I say, for this motion on the 
same general principle, on which I bave 
always acted, and which has been pro- 
fessed by persons of greater authority, full 
as explicitly as by myself, I mean by the 
board of controul, ever since its institution, 
and particularly by Mr. Dundas and lord 
Castlereagh at all times. Their avowed 
principle, with regard to all Indian trans- 
act.ons or concerns, was publicity. They 
courted, they invited discussion. On these 
subjects, they were quite delighted to bave 
their accounts examined, and their opi- 
nions sifted to the bottom. Nothing could 
exceed the good humour of Mr. Dundas, 
or the politeness of the noble lord. They 
always appeared to listen to me with an 
air of civility and sometimes, I confess, 
with an appearance of attention. But I 
hope no man suspects me of the vanity of 
presuming that they ever paid the least 
regard to any thing I said. I am sure they 
will both acquit me of having ever inter- 
rupted their Indian repose for one moment. 
For my own part, sir, I have no idea of 
what can be seriously meant by an Indian 
state secret. As to an European enemy, 
they are full as well informed as we are ; 
sometimes much sooner, and much better. 
But perhaps the papers printed for the 
use of the house of commons, and our de- 
bates on the contents, may be carried back 
to India, may be read by the natives, and 
either alienate the princes of that country 
from us, or furnish them with dangerous 
information. Now, sir, I remain to be 
convinced, that, out of Calcutta and above 
the rank ofa Banian, there exists a Hindoo 
a Mohammedan, or a Mahratta, who ever 
did or could read, I believe I might safe- 
ly add, who ever heard of an English news- 
paper. But, were it otherwise; the dis- 
tance alone would make the publication of 
any opinions in England,on any given trans- 
action in India, utterly useless and indiffer- 
eut to those princes, who might have been 
originally most concerned in it. Observe 
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the case as it always is, and more, or 

as it always must be. An act done teng 
twelve months ago, many: hundred mj 
north-west of Calcutta, falls under the co. 
sideration ,of this house. After many ad, 
journments, and sundry debates too, eithe 
here or at the India house, some rapid re. 
solution is taken in three or four months, 
Another year carries back the echo of th 
first intelligence from London to Lucknoy, 
to Agra, to Delhi, to Ugein, orto Nagpour, 
Why, sir, long before: it is possible for th 
act or resolution here to reach its desting, 
tion, a brilliant victory has: put an end not 
only to the original question, but to all th 
adverse parties concerned in it. The gu 
vivors, if any are left, and if any of them 
can read English, may find a sufficient con, 
solation, whtre they are not very likely 
to look for it, in the English newspapers, 
namely, that all such proceedings are se. 
verely condemned by the British parlia 
ment; I ask pardon of the house: I ag 
ashamed of arguing these absurdities any 
longer. ‘The only imaginable case, in 
which it might be dangerous to publish 
any information, would .be a return of the 
state of our military force in India, suppo- 
sing it to be weak in numbers, or other. 
wise unprepared for service. Not that] 
believe that even such a publication would 
tell the enemy on the spot, muth mor 
than he might easily have known without 
it. But is it possible that a member of 
this house, that any but a fool or traitor, 
that any man in his senses would offer such 
a motion? And, if he did, could sucha 
motion prevail? Would the house suffer 
it to pass? Would they endure to hea 
it proposed? [ put the case only as » 
plied to an army greatly reduced, anda 
tually weak or unserviceable. For other 
wise, if the army in India were strong ant 
complete to its establishment, and as well 
equipped as it ought to be, I am not atal 
satisfied that there might not be an advat 
tage in making it known to our enemies 
the continent. It might probably dete 
them from attempting to disturb us in Indi 
Sir, I will not descend so low as tod 
claim any idea of personal emnity tolord 
Wellesley, or to admit the possibility-thit 
such a disclaimer, on my part, should le 
necessary. I defy the acutest hum 
sagacity to assign a rational motive, of ay 
kind, for such animosity. But, withouts 
ray of wit or wisdom, it is easy enought 
discover a very sufficient motive, W 
might have induced me to take an opp 
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site course.. Setting aside these low as 
well as useless personalities, what has 
been the general current of the debate 
this night, with only one exception ? Has it 
pot run entirely on the rectitude of the 
principles exclusively attributed to lord 
Cornwallis, and the merit of his conduct 
acknowledged by all men? Why? Because 
the principles and the conduct, so univer- 
sally approved, were in direct and irrecon- 
cileable opposition to those of lord Welles- 
ley, whose acts were cut down, whose 
whole system was subverted root and 
branch, without reserve, without even the 
form of a personal palliation, by his noble 
successor. Now { appeal to the honour 
and to the justice of the house, and of 
every man who hears me. What do all 
these acknowledgments of exalted merit 
in lord Cornwallis, and all this approba- 
tion of his conduct amount to, but an ad- 
mission, bay much more than an admis- 
sion, &@ positive parliamentary assertion, 
that, from first to last, every thing I have 
said and done about India was right? Is 
it possible for the court of directors, or for 
my right hon. friend (Mr. Fox) to concur in 
the principles, and to applaud the proceed- 
ings oi lord Cornwallis, and not to condemn 
lord Wellesley? Those extremities can 
never meet. No human faculty can recon- 
cile such contradictions. To endeavour to 
trim or to balauce between them would be 
- as useless and ineffectual as it would be 
criminal and contemptible. I shall now, 
sir, request the benevolent attention of 
the house to a short digression, by no 
means unconnected with the subject of 
this debate, thougi relating immediately 
to myself and to my own situation. It is 
the only return I shall ask, for a faithful 
service of thirty years in this department ; 
because it is all that I expect to receive 
on that account. I hope the house will 
hear me with indulgence ; and the rather as 
it will probably be the last time, that I 
shall ever address you on any interest of 
mine connected with the subject of India. 
Istate it then as a narrative merely, and 
not to revive any former argument or dif- 
ference with any man, that I passed six 
years in Bengal in perpetual contest and 
misery, and finally with the imminent 
hazard of my life. For the truth of this 
assertion, [ appeal to the testimony of the 
hon. chairman of the court of directors, 
who was on the spot and knows the facts. 
Then a wretched passage of teh months 
to England; and, from that time, a con- 
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tinued labour and perseverance of two-and- 
twenty years in the same unprofitable 
course, unsupported and alone, without 
thanks or reward, and now without hope. 
By endeavouring, throughthat long portion 
of my life, to maintain, as I thought, right 
against wrong, I have incurred many en- 
mities, and secured no friendship; I have 
sacrificed my happiness and my repose, and 
forfeited every prospect of personal advan- 
tage. Have youa doubt on this point? 
Look at the state of dereliction, in which 
I am left. I make no complaint of what 
is past: but I have a right to pause, and 
consider how I shall proceed hereafter. I 
have done so. I have considered my situa- 
tion, and I have made up my mind upon it. 
It is for others to weigh the probable con- 
sequences and natural effect of the ex- 
ample, now in their view, upon the public 
service not only in India, but in every 
other department, What practical lesson 
does it inculcate, but simply this; Take 
care of yourselves? I do not know that 
the instruction was much wanted; but I 
am.sure it will not be neglected. My 
deliberate intention is to withdraw myself 
generally from the discussion of political 
questions purely and properly Indian, and 
not involving any immediate British inte- 
rest; and specially not to take an active 
part, much less a lead in the impeachment, 
prosecution, or censure of any Indian de- 
linquency whatsoever. This intention con- 
cerns nobody but myself. I make no con 
tract with any man, and I hold myself com- 
pletely at liberty to depart from it when- 
ever I think proper. This, sir, is not are- 
solution wholly new in me, or suddenly 
taken on the present occasion, That prin- 
cipal part of it, which relates to the invi- 
dious though meritorious office of a pro- 
secutor, as I still think it, was taken long 
ago. I will never be concerned in im- 
peaching any body. ‘The impeachment of 
Mr. Hastings has cured me of that folly. 
I was tried, and he wasacquitted. In all 
the late proceedings concerning lord Mel- 
ville, I have never uttered one word; 
though, considering the contest and con- 
tradiction in which I stood against Mr. 
Dundas in this house for twenty years to- 
gether, it cannot be denied that I had spurs 
and provocations enough, if 1 were capable 
of yielding to such motives, to stimulate 
me to take partin the impeachment of 
lord Melville. Nor will I now concern 
myself in any proceeding to prosecute or 
censure lord Wellesley. On the subject of . 
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‘his administration I have already done all 
that I meant to do, and more than I pro- 
mised. What I said, was in my place. 
What I have written, is on record. I do 
not think that, on the whole, my speech 
on the 5th of April, 1805, was ill received 
by any man. In particular, I do believe 
that, generally at least, I had the concur- 
rence of the eminent person and most elo- 
quent nvinisier, who is gone. He sat op- 
posite tome. He gave mea fair uniuter- 
rupted attention, and, as I thought, with 
many expressive though silent indications 
' of assent. It is indeed to be regretted 
that he yielded to the noble lord on the 
other side (lord Castlereagh) in setting aside 
the motion of that day, though neither of 
them thought fit to contradict it. They, 
who are disposed to enquire what I really 
meant by that proceeding, and to do me 
fair and honourable justice, are requested 
to consult the record. I said expressly 
that “the motion, with which I should 
* conclude, was not directed to personal 
*€ accusation or to parliamentary censure. 
*¢ My purpose was to do a public service ; 
** not to criminate, but to correct; by en- 
* gaging the house of commons to revert 
“ to their principles, to avow them once 
“* more, and to adbere to them hereafter.” 
I thought it would have strengthened lord 
Cornwallis, and assisted him essentially in 
his endeavours to satisfy the minds and 
to recover the confidence of the Mahratta 
chiefs and other princes. of India. For 
though I believe that his name, and their 
opinion of his personal character might 
have gone a great way in reconciling them 
to the British government, still it would 
have been a powerful auxiliary argument 
in his hand, if he had been specially com- 
missioned by the house of Commons to 
declare to them, in the name of his coun- 
try, that he had a security to offer them, 
which would not perish with him; that the 
principles he professed, and the pledge he 
gave them for their future tranquillity, 
were not confined to the life of any indi- 
vidual. They were the permanent princi- 
ples and the irrevocable pledge, by which 
the legislature of Great Britain had de- 
clared they would be bound for ever. I 
agree with the hon. director (Mr. Huddle- 
stone) in lamenting that so useful and 
_ inoffensive a proposition should have been 
rejected, and that so favourable an oppor- 
tunity of applying it should have been lost. 
But while I acknowledge and thank him 
for the kind and honourable terms, in 
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which he has been pleased to address: me. 
[ cannot accede to his request. [ cannot 
say more than I have done in favour of the 
motion, which he wishes me to revive, ang 
I will not expose it to the hazard of a ge 
cond rejection. A similar motion could 
not be resumed by any man with greatey 
propriety than by himself. Whoever makes 
it, shall have. all the sapport that it is i 
my little power to give him. On another 
point the hon. and worthy director is pete 
fectly right, and has done justice to my 
opinion. I should be happy if I could im 
pute any part of the honour he has dong 
me this night, to personal friendship. My 
acquaintance with him is too slight and of 
too late a date to intitle me to any claim 
of that kind. He says that “ I have de 
clared the directors free from any blame 
for the evils existing in India.” It is true, 
In the transactions, to which - my opinion 
refers, the court of directors, as such, are 
not parties, and are not to be condemned, 
They are not merely passive, but, as I have 
reason to believe, most studiously and com 
stantly kept in the dark. The political 
power of the court js in fact confined toa 
select committee of three, who alone are 
intrusted with the state secrets of the 
company, and who deliberate and transact 
with nobody but the president of the board 
of controul. These two powers keep faith 
with one another ; that is, they observes 
profound silence not only to the public, 
but even to their colleagues in the direc 
tion, until the secret bursts of itself with ruin 
on their heads. The noble lord nearme 
(lord 'femple) who, I perceive with sorrow, 
is not so lavish as he has been heretofore, 
in favouring me with the title of his hon 
friend,” declares that lord Wellesley has 
acted always, as to the great points im 
question, under the orders or instructions 
of this secret committee. It may be 9 
The house of commons have no knowledge 
of the documents the noble lord alludes to; 
nor have I ever seen a single line of them 
If lord Wellesley has such orders to plead, 
undoubtedly he will produce them in lis 
own justification. Until I see what they 
contain, I can say nothing on that subjeth 
With respect to the declaration, which 
have made this night, I wish to add afew 
words before I conclude, because it is 
importance to me that my meaning shoul 
not be misunderstood. I am not, nor 

I be, standing counsel for the company; @ 
for the nation, on the subject of Indim 
I have laboured too long,: 1. need hardly 
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gy, without fee or reward, in that un- 
thankful and most invidious office. Has 
aiy individual, or any party, has this 
house, or has the nation, a right to expect 
more of me? Neither am I able, if I were 
ever so well dispased, to continue this un- 
availing labour. My spirits are exhausted. 
My mind is subdued. And, if it were 
otherwise, my assistance now is not so 
necessary in this department as I have 
thought it hitherto. Several younger men 
vith aspirit as high as their rank, and of 
great ability, are coming forward in this 
jine, I congratulate the house and the 
country on this flattering appearance and 
promise on the part of the rising genera- 
tion, They will do more than I could, 
and much more than supply the little place, 
which I have occupied. I hope they will 
not be discouraged by difficulties or by 
labour, nor even by the example that has 
been made of their humble predecessor. 
Above all things, I conjure this house once 
more, not to throw any discouragement in 
their way. I have stated my intention clear- 
ly; but, again | say, 1 am my own master, 
and { will give no account of my future con- 
duct to any man. There is one view ouly, 
ia which I shall at all times hold myself 
bound to attend to future proceedings in 
parliament on questions connected with 
the India company ; nor is it possible for 
me to. do otherwise, without abdicating- the 
duties of my station in this house. As 
long as I have the honour of a seat in par- 
liament, I shall watch and take care, to the 
utmost of my power, to prevent the finan- 
cesof Britain from being ruined by those of 
India. I have now passed more than 30 
years in endeavouring to support the law- 
fl authority of the East-India company 
over their nominal servauts abroad; to 
guard their rights, and to protect their pro- 
perty from ruin. I have laboured to pre- 
serve the peace of India, and to shelter the 
native princes of that unfortunate country 
from injustice, conquest, and oppression. 
Inthe execution of these labours I confess I 
have had no success, nor scarce a good 
word from any man: the only duty that is 
now left to me, the only chance I yet have 
of being useful either to this country or 
éven to the India company, is to protect 
England not against the company, but 
against India and its government. 

Sir 7. Metcalfe read a passage from a let- 
ter of lord Lake’ to the governor-general, in 
which the treachery of the rajah of Bhurt- 
kere was placed in the strongest light. 
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That rajah had received one third more than 
his right of the country conquered from 
Scindia, and it was immediately after re- 
ceiving that boon, that his treacherous con- 
nection with Holkar was discovered. As 
to marquis Wellesley, he knew little of him 
but as a public man; he had no hesitation 
to say, however, that he considered him 
as the greatest statesman that had ever been 
in India. Such a man exercising such ta- 
lents for the public good, was rather hard- 
ly treated, when he was received, on his 
return home, with accusation instead of 
acclamation, He wished the noble mar- 
quis’s conduct to be sifted, however ; as, the 
more it was sifted, the more the result 
would be to his honour. : 

Lord Folkestone rose and said: Mr. 
Speaker; the hon. bart. (sir T. Metcalfe) 
below me, has in his speech renewed the 
charge just brought by the noble lord 
(Temple) below him, of treachery on the 
part of the Rajah of Bhurtpore. I will not 
at present enter into that transaction ; be- 
cause it is likely to be more fully discussed 
to-morrow, and is therefore now premature, 
and because perhaps I know less of the 
motion than I ought. But on the first 
blush of the business I must say, that the 
term treachery seems to be here most 
strangely applied. ‘This rajah is a native 
prince of India, having natural connections 
with the country; we have none such, but 
are really invaders, seeking to establish a 
dominion and to acquire an empire. In 
these circumstances, if these or other na- 
tive chiefs should take measures for pre- 
venting us, or forexpelling us, it seems to 
me that it might be attributed to other 
dispositions than those of perfidy, and such 
conduct be called by another name than 
treachery. However, we shall hear more 
af this hereafter.—I should not, sir, have 
made this observation, if I had not been 
called up by something else which fell, in 
the course of his speech, from the hon, bart. 
He complains that my lord Wellesley’s cha- 
racter is continually attacked by a side- 
wind; and of the ungenerous reception 
which he has met with on his return to 
this country. Now, it seems to me, I con- 
fess, very natural, and I am sure it is very 
competent, for members of this house, who 
have the good of the country at heart, to 
make the enquiries and to stir the ques- 
tions, which the hon. bart. complains of, 
l‘or when we consider what we have wit- 
nessed in the last 12 months, and what we 


‘now daily hear on the subject of India a 
3 








399} 


fairs; when we recollect, that lord Corn- 
wallis was sent out to India for the express 
purpose of undoing all lord Wellesley had 
done, of overturning all his schemes, and 
putting an end to all his projects ; when we 
observe too, the joy that has been express- 
ed by all those most interested in India af- 
fairs, at the expectation that those schemes 
and projects are now put an end to, and 
never to be renewed ;—when we observe 
that every person who has spoken in this 
debate, with the exception of the hon. bart 
and the noble lord, have joined in that ex. 
pression of joy; it does not appear to me 
very. extraordinary, that some enquiries 
should be made into the nature and plan 
of that administration, the termination of 
which is so great and so general a matter 
of exultation. But, sir, this is not ali; the 
derangement of the affairs, and the ex- 
hausted state of the finances, of the East- 
India company are now confessed and al- 
lowed: and when we know that the com- 
pany is now reduced to the necessity of 
coming to us to give them aid and relief, 
and we hear that they are most unwilling to 
bring any charge against lord Wellesley, and 
abstain, not because they do not condemn his 
policy, but because they think well of his 
intentions, it is not surprising that others, 
less placable than these gentlemen, should 
now and then in the course of debate ex. 
press sentiments of disapprobation at his 
conduct.—The noble bart. says this is at- 
tacking the noble lord by a side-wind. I 
do not agree with him. I do not think it is 
fair to complain of so natural a proceeding. 
Sir; after the length to which this debate 
has run, I shall not add any more. I have 
been called up by the observations of the 
hon. bart. and I wasglad to have an oppor- 
tunity of noticing the universal expression 
of dissatisfaction from all sides of the house 
at the conduct of lord Wellesley. 

Mr. Charles Grant rose to explain. With 
respect to sir G. Barlow, he observed, that 
whatever part he had taken in the measures 
of marquis Wellesley, was not inconsistent 
with the system he was now to pursue. 
The two Mahratta wars had come on so 
rapidly, that it was impossible to have any 
opinion upon them from this country. He 
was at present in possession of the opinion 
of his superiors, and had honestly declared 
his determination to act in conformity with 
it. Whatever other gentlemen might think 
upon the subject, he was himself convinced, 
that there was nothing dishonourable in 
the part that gentleman took in the mea- 
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sures of the marquis Wellesley’s adminis. 
tration. The hon. director, before he sat 
down, said, he could not help bearing his 
testimony to the rectitude of the prin- 
ciples and conduct of the hon. gent. (Mr, 
Francis), not only in Bengal, but in Eng, 
gland. 

Mr. Francis, in explanation, said :—Sir, 
I am obliged to the worthy direct for 
the testimony he has borne to the rectitude 
of my principles and conduct, not only ip 
Bengal, but in England, that is, with respect 
to the government of India, and the true 
interests of the India company. In fact, 
however, he has done more than J asked, 
or expected of him. The appeal I made 
to him, related solely and expressly to ny 
labours and sufferings in India, and not to 
my merits at home or abroad, Of the for. 
mer he was an eye-witness: no man has 
a higher opinion of his moral character 
than I have. On the facts in question, 


there cannot be a more competent witness, . 


nor any human evidence less to be sus- 
pected. 

Mr. Wallace was of opinion that the po- 
licy, the measures, and the whole of the 
system acted upon by lord Wellesley, were 
wise and highly beneficial, and when the 
subject came under discussion, he should 
be ready to state the grounds upon which 
he thought the services of that noble lord 
entitled him to the gratitude of the house 
and of the country. 

Mr. Johnstone rose to express his thanks 
to the right hon. gent. (Mr. Fox) forcon- 
senting to the production of the papers. 
He was glad to find that the court of direc- 
tors were disposed’ to support the present 


system begun by lord Cornwallis, and that . 


his right hon. friend retained his former 
sentiments on this subject. He remarked 
upon the difference which was known to 
prevail as to the system of government 
which ought to be acted upon in India, 
between the opinions formerly expressed 
by some of the present ministers, and the 
course now pursuing in that quarter. He 
was glad, however, now to have the doubts 
which naturally rose out of the difference 
alluded to, completely removed by a de 
clared change of sentiment. 

Mr. Secretary For observed upon the 
logic and the prudence evinced by the last 
speaker. His logic, he thought, by no 
means just, and bis prudence was certaialy 
not laudable. For as to his logic, it did 
not foliow that because gentlemen thought 
proper to adopt a certain line of policy, 
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dnder certain circumstances, they would 


‘be subject to the imputation of inconsisten- 


cy in pursuing a different line where those 
circumstances had undergone a material 
chunge ; and as to the hon. gent.’s pru- 
dence, it'surely was not laudable to press 
the charge of inconsistency upon any men 
who might shew a disposition to abandon 
opinions which the hon. gent. himself: pro- 
nounced erronéous, and to adopt those 
which’ he professed to consider correctly 
tight, —The several papers moved for weré 
ordered to be laid before the house. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, March 11. 

{Wirnesses’ Liavitity Bitt.] The 
house resolved itself into a committee on 
the bill for Declaring the Law with respect 
to Witnesses being liable to answer. 

The Lord Chancellor, in order that there 
might be tio doubt as to the security of 
witnesses against being compelled to an- 
swer any question, the answering of which 
might subject them tu penalty or forfeiture, 
proposed to insert the words “‘ any penalty 
orforfeiture’of what nature soever,” instead 
ofthe mere words “ penalty or forfeiture.” 
- Earl Stanhope rose, and expressed his 
disapprobation of the bill before the com- 
mittee, as a-declaratory act. He expressed 
his hope, that, by subsequent legislative 
provisions, should the present bill be -pass- 
ed, his noble friend would guard against 
the mischiefs which might arise from such 
ameasure. On this ground, however, he 
could not avoid coming forward and object- 
ing to the bill as it then stood, and endea- 
vouring to induce their lordships to divest 
it of its declaratory character. He was 
hostile'to the principle of bills of that de- 
scription; which, he thought, should never 
be passed by the legislature, except in very 
extreme cases. The occasion which heal- 
luded to was, for instance, a violation of a 
principle of the constitution, such a case as 
was referred to in the preamble of the bill 
dfrights, &c.; and such was the case of 
the excellent bill declaratory. of the law’ 
wespecting'libels, proposed by a right hon. 
member of the other house of parliament. 
On that occasion, his noble and learned 
fiend near him, (the chancellor), deserved 
the thanks of the country; he did not 
mean for his conduct with respect to the 
bill alluded to, but for what he had so no- 
bly:done to assert and to uphold the con- 
witutional powers of juries. Except on 
me great occasion of the kind, he never 
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approved of a declaratory bill, It was 4a 
engine by which a great: deal of mischief 
might be done; through it the law of the 
land might be overturned, by its declaring 
that to be law, which was not law. The 
noble earl, in adverting, as an hypothetical 
case, to the return of members of parlia+. 
meut, through the influence of wealthy on 
powerful individuals, recited the anecdote 


of alate noble lord, who obtained the: place 


he wished for, fromthe then prime minister, 
by threatening him, in case of a refusal, 
with the defection of his own support im 
one house, and that of his friends in the 
other. His brief and pithy answers to the 
arguments and representations of the mi- 
nister, were, “* There are seven of us! 
There are seven of us! Remember, there 
are seven of us!’ Continuing his observa+ 
tions against a declaratory bill, he stated, 
that an actuai majority of the great lawyers 
of the country were of such an opinion as 
to explode the necessity of such a bill as 
the present. He adverted to some opiaions 
given by the late lord Mansfield, and among: 
these, the case which gave rise to that 
recorded observation of his lordship, to the 
then Mr. Dunning: “ if that be law, -I’ll 
burn my books.” He adverted to the es- 
tablished compellability of pawnbrokers to 
give evidence, and adduced some ‘reasons’ 
why horse-dealers should be considered in 
the same light. He liked not the idea of 
the present bill passing, to the imminent 
risk of that which he proposed : but, with 
a view of so far obviating the inconveni- 
ence to be apprehended, it would be better 
to pass his bill in the first instance. He 
adverted to some further cases, which, he 
conceived, tended to shew the probable 
inconveniences of passing such’ a bill as 
the present. He was, he observed, very 
stout in his opmions upon those points ; 
he had read more acts of parliament than 
perhaps most lawyers, having perused all 
those from Magna Charta down to about 
fift8en years back. His lordship, towards 
the conclusion of his address, adverted to 
some farther cases ; by one of which, stating ° 
it hypothetically, from the contingency of 
technical incorrectness in his answer, an 
individual might be destituted of his means 
of support... He repeated his hope, that 
the inconveniences which might arise from 
such a construction’ in the law, would be 
guarded against by adequate legislative 
provisions. 

The.Lord Chascellor observed, it would 
be better, had his noble friend postponed 
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the discussion of his own bill, until it came 
regularly before the house; as to that he 
conceived the greater part of his observa- 
tions to have applied. He did not alto-~ 
gether approve, on such an occasion as the 
present, of his noble friend referring to 
the authorities of dead judges, .as well as 
the living; as, in all cases of the kind, 
the law must be decided by the actual 
judges of the time. - There were cases in 


forensic practice, in which a counsel might, | 


allowably, fortify his opinions by a refer- 
ence to those of former judges; but, on 
such an occasion, a poll of detunct, as well 
as living luminaries of the law, so as to out- 
number those of the living, who might be of 
@ contrary opiniow, was a doctrine to which 
he could not submit. Such proceedings 
would tend eventually to interfere with the 
judicial functions of that house. A pro- 
position, that the law was so taken from 
the very beginning of the British constitu- 
tion, to the present moment, was what he 


had never heard of. The law was to be ta-, 


ken, from the mouths of those appointed to 
deliver it; but a poll in the way his noble 
friend appeared inclited to adopt, would 
be as objectionable as a poll of departed 
peers, with respect to decisions in that 
house. Adverting tothe objections against 
the bill itself, he observed, that in such a 
case as it applied to, a declaratory act was 
more peculiarly necessary, that 1s, where 
doubts existed ; as, if such did not exist, 
there would be no necessity of declaring 
what the law was. 

Earl Stanhope shortly spoke in explana- 
tion. He then adverted to the language of 
the bill, with respect to the term “ lords 
spiritual and temporal.” These descrip- 
tions, his lordship seemed to think, ought 
to be reversed, not only in the present, but 
in future bills, inasmuch as lords temporal, 
meaning princes of the blood, members of 
that house, had precedency of the very 
foremost of the spiritual peers, namely, the 
archbishop of Canterbury. 

Lord Auckland deprecated an alteration 
of the kind, without the fullest and most 
mature consideration ; deeming it far pre- 
ferable to abide by the uniform practice of 
parliament, and to follow the example of 
their ancestors in such cases.—The ques- 
tion was then put, on an amendment as 
proposed by earl Stanhope, tending to do 

~away the effect of the declaratory part of 
the bill, but which was negatived by the 
committee. Their lordships then agreed 
to the amendments proposed by the lord 
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chancellor ; after which the house resumed, 
and ordered the report to be received tg, 
morrow. ; 

Earl Stanhope moved, that. the bill for 
the more effectual Discovery of Truth, by 
read a second time toamorrow, which was 
ordered accordingly. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, March 11. 
(Mivyures.] Mr. Irwin, inspector-gener} 
of imports and exports, presented an account 
of all the duties on customs,charged and opp 


standing, on the d5ih of Jan. 1805 and 1806 


respectively distinguishing the permanent 
and temporary duties.—The Irish Cle 
Residence bill was read a second time. -4My, 
‘Tierney presented a petition from the debts 
ors confined in the Marshalsea,—Mr, Alex. 
ander brought up the report of the commit. 
tee on the American treaty act, and obtain. 
ed leave to bring in a bill to continue, fora 
time to be limited, the act of the 37th of 
his majesty, far carrying into effect the treas 
ty of amity, navigation, and commerce 
with the united states of America.—Sir 
Charles Bunbury presented.a petition from 
the maltsters of the county of Suffolk; a 
did Mr. Mordaunt one from those of the 
county of Warwick, and of the county of 
the city of Coveutry, praying relief from 
the restrictions imposed by the 42d of big 
majesty—Mr. Rose presented a_ petition 
from the trustees of the British Museum, 
praying the annual parliamentary grant. 
Mr. Rose then moved, that there be laid 
before the house an account of the expen 
diture of the British Museum for the last 
year.’ Ordered. — The secretary at wat 
brought up the Mutiny bill, which was read 
a first time.—Mr. H. Parnell was, on the 
motion of lord H. Petty, added to the 
committee for investigating the joint at 
counts of Great Britain and Ireland. 
({fnisu Catnorics.] Mr. Didlon xosefor 
the purpose of putting a question to the right 
hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Fox), witha view! 
learn the future intentions of tbat right hom 
gent.with respect to the claims ofa large por 
tion of his majesty’s subjects in Ireland, In 
doing this, he was not actuated by any wish 
to embarrass his majesty’s ministers, or by 
motives of idle curiosity. Rumours 
gone abroad of a very extraordinary change 
of sentiments having taken place in certailt 
quarters, on the subject of the claims of 
the catholics of Ireland. It was also ri 
moured, tliat the great body of the catho- 
lics had acquiesced in this change of opt 
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nion. It'was of the utmost importance 
to the tranquillity of Ireland that this sub- 
ject should be set at rest one way or the 
other, and he trusted the right hon, gent. 
would relieve him from his suspense on the 
j t. 

our Secretary Fox spoke to the following 
effect: Really the question of the hon. gent.) 
js soextremely vague that I cannot pretend 
to answer it, orl confess that I do not dis- 
tinctly understand it. The hon. gent. has 
talked of some rumours afloatas to an altera- 
tion of opinion respecting the catholics, a- 
mong those who formerly supported them; 
putas I do not kuow to whom he alludes, I 
cannot give hima precise answer. But with 
regard to the rumour that the catholic body 
have acquiesced in the reported alteration 
respecting their claims, I should rather ask 
the hon. gent, himself upon that point. So 
far asI am concerned in this question, when- 
ever it comes under discussion, I shall be 
perfectly ready to state my opinion, and all I 
think itnecessary to'say as to my future con- 
duct isto refer toa consideration of my past. 
Icannot, however, hesitate to state, that if 
any gentleman were to ask my advice as to 
the propriety of bringing forward the catho- 
lic claims at present, I should recommend 
him to take into consideration the prospect 
of success, and the greater probability of 
succeeding this year or the next; at the 
same time to bear in mind the issue of last 
year’s discussion. In the part which I took 
upon that occasion, I was actuated by the 
strongest sense of duty—but at present | 
do not feel myself obliged to say any thing 
more upon the subject. 

{Arrairs or Inpia.] Lord Ossulston 
rose to make his promised motion with re- 
spect to the Debt of the East-India com- 
pany. After some preliminary observa- 
tions, his lordship stated, that in the year 
1798, it appeared that the debt of the East- 


India company bearing interest, was about 


7 million, which it was proposed to reduce 
to2 million; that in order to do this, a 
power was given, by the act of 1793, to the 
diferetit presidencies in India to grant bills 
in favour of the creditors of the company 
ou the court of directors to the amount of 
500,000/. annually, and no more, for the 

se of transferring or, in other words, 
iquidating this debt; that is to say, it 
being determined to be a matter of policy 
and expedience, that the debt should be 
tediced, in order to carry this into effect 
m the manner the most beneficial to the 
company, instead of applying to this. pur- 
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pose so much of the surplus revenue in the 
first instance, the whole of that surplus was 
allowed to be laid out in an investment, 
out of the profits arising from the sale of 
which, the court of directors were to set 
apart the sum of 500,000/. annually to. 
answer such bills as should be drawn by 
the government in India to the amount and 
for the purpose specified in the act.—That 
since this year 1793, it appeared that bills 
had been drawn to the amount of not less 
than 8 millions. Whether they had been 
granted to the creditors of the company, 
and had therefore gone in liquidation of 
the debt, he could not say; if so, the only 
difference would be that, in that case, the 
amount of debt contracted would be by 
so much the larger than would otherwise 
appear to be the fact; but so it was, that 
so far from the debt having been actually 
reduced, it had swollen from 7 to nearly 30 
millions; and of this 30 millions he was 
further informed, (to ascertain which, was 
the object of bis motion,) that a conside- 
rable part, he was afraid to say how much, 
had been contracted upon terms which en- 
titled the holder of the loan to go to the 
treasury atCalcutta,and receive,on demand, 
bills upon the court of directors payable 
12 months after date according to the mode 
in which bills are usually drawn from India. 
—That this was the case, his lordship said 
he hadno mannerof doubt. He had heard 
it from authority which he could not ques- 
tion, and it had been admitted by every 
one with whom he had conversed on the 
subject. He was moreover confirmed b 

a publication which he held in ‘his batd, 
the Calcutta Monthly Journal for the month 
of May, 1805, in which, as well as in many 
others of difierent dates, he found a regular 
Government Notification of aloan in which 
this condition is distinctly stated. After 
saying that “‘ the public are hereby inform- 
ed that the sub-treasurer at the presidency, 
&c. have been authorized to receive any 
sums of money,” &c. it goes on to say, 
“‘ the principal ofthe promissory notes shall 
be payable either in Bengal under the rules 
established for the payment of the register 
debt now existing, or by bills to be’ drawa 
by the governor-general in council, on 
the hon. court of directors; which bills 
shall be granted at any time on the appli- 
cation of the proprietor of the notes, either 
‘when the principal shall have become pay 
able in Bengal, or at any earlier period,”— 
Taking for granted, then, that this hus een 
the mode of proceediag, the-next question 
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was, whether it has. been with or without 
the authority. of the court of directors ?— 
If-without their authority, it was as far as 
he could understand, though it was not the. 
question of Jaw, but the matter of fact 

_ which he wished. to establish, directly in 
the face of the 110th clause of the act of 
1793, which provides, ‘* that nothing in, 
this act shall extend to authorize any of 
the governments in India to grant bills for 
the purpose of transferring or remitting the 
said debts from India to Great. Britain, 
to become due and payable within any 
one, year, exceeding in amount the sum of 
500,000/, unless by the special order and 
authority of the court of directors of the 
said company, ‘or ihat purpose first had and 
obtained.”—'l'o issue, therefore, promis- 

. gory notes exchangeable.at the pleasure of 
.the holder for bills on the court of directors, 
provided the amount of such promissory 
notes exceeded the sum of 500,000/, in any 
one year, he contended to be against the 
_express provisions and meaning of this act. 
Without, therefore, the authority of the 
_court of directors, this proceeding was ille- 
gal; if it was with their authority, which it 
was impossible to believe, he should be at 
‘a loss how to reconcile it with the duty 
they owed to their constituents the court 
of proprietors, and to the faithful discharge 
of the important trusts committed to their 
hands.—In what manner this accumulation 
_of debt had taken place, formed no part of 
his present purpose. Whether it had-ari- 
sen. from war, which could bardly be the 
ease, because since the year 1793, with the 
exception of the Marhatta war, there had 
been but one war in India, that against Tip- 
poo, which lasted a few months and which 
_paid its own expences ; or whether, which 
was more credible, it had ‘arisen from the 
_expence of civil and military establishments 
consiantly exceeding the revenue derived 
‘from that accession of territory which had 


rendered these additional establishments. 


- necessary, however this might be, as to the 
origin of the debt, if. the amount and na- 


ture of it was such as he had described, if 


‘ouly a small portion of the amount stated 
to him, had been contracted upon the terms 
he imagined, and that the East-India com- 
pany were liable to be drawn upon any day 
to an amount infinitely beyond all imagina- 
tion of their means to pay, it was. unneces- 
sary to put to the, house what was. the si- 


tvation of the, Kast-India company, and) 


what was the extent of mischief which 
' might possibly arise.--It. was with a view 
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to ascertain this fact, as well-as tovaffopd ay 
opportunity for interposing timely measur, 
of prevention, if any such could be foung 
that he should move, “ that there be laid 
before this house, a return of the debts of 
the East-India company in India from Ja 
nuary 1794, up to the latest period; speci. 
fying the terms and dates of the sevejl 
loans, together with the rate of int 

and: when and where the principal and ip. 
terest of the said loans are payable.” 

Lord Morpeth expressed a wish thathis 
noble friend would withdraw his motion, 
assuring -him that it was the intention of 
ministers to lay before the house the fullest 
possible information with respect to the 
aflairs of India. In -conformity with this 
intention the noble lord stated, that he 
would, in a very few days, submit amo. 
tion forareturn of all the debts of the 
India company, the loans contracted ty 
the several presidencies, and_ the terms 
upon which they were made, distinguishing 
such loans as bore interest, from those 
which did not, with the terms of interes, 
when and where payable, &c. up tothe 
latest period. Such an account he believei, 
would answer better than that.movyed for, 
the object his noble friend professed to have 
in view. ‘There was an additional reason 
for acceding to short delay, and it was 
this, that it would enable those concerned 
in the immediate superintendance of Indian 
affairs to collect more accurate informatio 
which they would be most probably en» 
oled to de by farther arrivals. 

Lord. Ossulston assented to the request 
of his noble friend. 

Mr. Francis rose, not to take any pat 
in the discussion of this subject, but mer 
ly to say, that there was one question cot 
nected with the finances of India, to which, 
notwithstanding his general resolution, a 
the house had heard, he felt himself bound, 
rand that was the loan made by the gover 
ment of Bombay to Gwicowar. Upon 
this loan, however, he sould reserve his 
sentiments, until all the promised doce 
ments should he Jaid before the house, and 
until the India budget should be. brought 
forward for discussion. Ne 

Lord Folkestone was glad that the atten: 
tion. of the house had been called to the 
important interests of India, and thought 
many good effects would be likely to Amt 
from this circumstance. He hoped thatile 
documents promised by the noble member 
of the board of controul, would be speedily 
brought forward,and prove fully satislactory 
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al’ 
Lord Temple, referring to the notice 
which had been postponed by Mr. Paull, 
took occasion to state, that the hon. mem- 
Jer was now culled upon in candour and 
fairness to lord Wellesley, to state the na- 
ture of the charge, which it was his inten- 
tion to bring forward on Friday, pursuant 
to-his notice. —Mr. Paull said he should 
decline giving the noble lord any answer 
‘on the subject. Lord Ossulston’s motion 
qasthen, with the leave of the house, with- 
drawn. 
fArrarrs or Invia.] Mr. Paull rose 
and spoke as follows :—Though irregular 
{0 allude to what passed on any former oc- 
¢asion in this house, still, sir, the occur- 
gences of last night, will render it neces- 
for me to obtrude on the present oc- 
casion, at infinitely greater length than I 
had any intention of doing. ‘The house 
must have observed, that I have had two 
distinct objects in introducing the affairs 
of India to its notice. One, sir, an earnest 
anxiety to bring the whole system of our 
Indian empire once more under the consi- 
deration of parliament, a system which 
threatens the national prosperity ; and the 
other to prosecute to conviction, if pos- 
sible, the person to whom I impute all 
the dangers that now threaten our exist- 
ence abroad and in this country.—For 
the first, I could have incurred no obloquy, 
might have earned some applause from the 
display of my knowledge, and have made 
few enemies; but, in the second I was fully 
aware of the dangers. I had a beacon in 
the example afforded me in the managers 
of Mr, Hastings’s impeachment calling out 
fo me to beware! I knew I should have 
tocontend, a new, unconnected individual, 
with obstacles of the most formidable na- 
ture. I knew, sir, I should not be able to 
sail with wind and tide, but that I should 
have to encounter every thing that power, 
aank, wealth, prejudice, and talent, could 
throwin my way. These, though no slight 
obstacles, I was prepared to meet; but I 
have met with others that I did not reckon 
on; and as.I hold thecharacter and motives 
of an.aceuser as his fairest claims to confi- 
dence or reprobation, I must, sir, on the 
resent occasion claim the attention of the 
house.on my own account a few moments, 
whilst I State my motives and conduct; 
this task once performed, I shall proceed 
dn the way I have imposed upon myself, 
andismayed by numbers; and hereafter 
the shafts of malice, and slander shall pass 


by. me like the idle wind that I regard not. 
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-—Canscious of the rectitude of my own 
motives, I believed no man could dare to 
question them; but I reckoned too favour- 
ably of human nature, and it was not with- 
out a mixture of honest indignation and 
surprise, that I found within the walls of 
this house, not only surmises as to the 
inotives that stimulated’ me to stand forth 
as the accuser of lord Wellesley, not only 
have these motives been misrepresented, 
but others assigned, as ungenerous and 
despicable as they are unjust and untrue. 
No sooneg did I repel the insinuation that 
I was in any manner or form connected 
with the nabob of Oude or with any poten- 
tate on the peninsula of India, and ap- 
pealed to the noble lord (Wellesley) him- 
self for the truth of the fact, than it was 
asserted I must have been injured by that 
noble. lord, whv must have thwarted some 
scheme of my ambition or interposed be- 
tween me and the attainment of some fa 
vourite object. Now, sir, for the last time, 
I repeat in this house, that to lord Welles- 
ley [ have not nor never had, any senti- 
ment of animosity personally, except that 
proceeding from the detestation of his con- 
duct and principles, and it so happens from 
an extraordinary circumstance, that my 
character and the independence of my 
principles are better known to lord Wel- 
lesley and his private secretary, than to 
any other men in existence; and if I felt 
a necessity of bringing any man to this bar 
to vouch for them, it would be that noble 
lord himself. On this subject I beg the 
noble lord under me (lord ‘Temple) not to 
force me to be more explicit, for if that 
noble lord does not already know it, I 
could to him even (prejudiced as he is) 
‘unfold a tale,’ and to the house that would 
insure me the support and approbation of 
every liberal mind in the kingdom, but 
with the declaration I have made, I shall 
rest satisfied for the present, disclaiming 
as I again do, any motives but those of a 
public nature for my conduct to lord Wel- 
lesley.—Last night an hon. gent. opposite 
to me (Mr. Johnstone) whom I am happy 
to see in his place, made a declaration that: 
certainly excited my utmost astonishment. 
The annals of parliament and the voice of 
the country fully establish the fact, that 
that gentleman was the original accuser of 
my lord Wellesley, and although I certainly 
impute no improper motives to this seeming 
dereliction of sentiment on the part of the 
hon. gent: still I must certainly state this 
as one of the many unaccountable circum 
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stances that have attended the investigation 
of the conduct of lord Wellesley..—The hon, 
gent. with whom J spent many of the hap- 
piest years of my lite, certainly never sti- 
snulated ine to accuse my lord Wellesley, 
but as to the opinion of his guilty conduct 
there never was a difference of sentiment 
between us. It is true, the hon. gent. and 
myself are not on those terms of intimacy 
and friendship we once felt for each other. 
We have difilered however on no political 
sentiment, or on account of any thing con- 
mected with lord Wellesley ; still I think 
it would have béen but candid and fair in 
the hon. gent. to have stated to me ex- 
plieitly that he meant to lay on his oars 
and to-take the safe’ course he has adopted. 
The papers however he moved for last 
wight, bring before the public “ cause and 
afiect,” and having established by his re- 
probation of eight treaties, the pernicious 
system of lord Wellesley, he has done 
more service to the cause of justice and to 
ne than any support he could have be- 
Stewed in bringing to conviction this am- 
ditious end misguided nobleman.—But a 
declaration made by a right hon. gent. (Mr. 
secretary Fox) is of an importance that 
¢annel escape without some most serious 
@bservation. My respect, my esteem, my 
weneration for that revered, enlightened, 
and highly respected character, make me 
the more deeply deplore his declaration 
of last night—he has stated all idea of re- 
4respect to be out of the question. Where 
then, are we.to look for a change of system, 
where is our fast hold on sir George Bar- 
Jow, or any other Indian governor, if a 
solemn enquiry is not instituted? I pre- 
sume to say that the declaration of that 
truly great character has damped the -spi- 
rit of every friend of freedom, and every 
friend of justice. What, said the hon. gent. 
was the pale, emaciated, worn-out frame 
of Mr. Hastings dragged to the bar for 
vengeance by political opponents or for 
example! Now the right hon. gent. has 
aid-—(here Mr. Paull was reminded by the 
speaker that he was not quite in order in 
moticing to the house what passed ona 
former debate) the hon. geut. bowed and 
rproceeded to the statement of the charge 
dpe had given notice of.—I shall proceed, 
ysaid he, to lay the grounds for the charge 
I mean to bring against lord Wellesley, 
and: if I abstain from any terms on this 


‘stage of the business that can be consi-| 


dered as objectionable by any man, it will 
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ears and fine feelings of a right hon, gen, 
(Mr. H, Addington) who on another oo, 
sion volunteered a good deal of advigg, 
not, sir, out of any: dread of the reprehe, 
sion of the noble lord (Temple) wuderim, 
who is so ready on every occasion % 
throw the broad ‘shield of his protectiq, 
and that of his fannly over the late govg, 
normgeneral of India.—'To the southway 
of Mulrah and Agrah on the peninsyh 
of Hindostan is a native prince called ty 
Rajah of Bhurtpore, and though his fortreg 
of that name has not yet found its 
into the map, both his own name and 
of his citadel will be remembered in th 
annals of India, uf the British power, api 
in the annals of the English army when th 
battle of Placey, of Delhi, and Laswatp 
shall fail to excite interest im the page of 
history.—His first character and connep, 
tion with the English nation I shall gj 
in the words of lord Wellesley, and whe 
I read to the house last night, and bs 
fatal renown from the records of his gah 
lant but unsuccessful opponent lord Lake, 
Previous to the commencement of host. 
lities against Dowlat Rai Scindia and th 
Rajah of Berar, as appears from ‘the notes 
of lord Wellesley to lord Lake in the Mas 
hatta papers, the friendship and alliance 
of this chieftain were appreciated as of tk 
bighest importance, and lord Lake was i 
structed to gain them at any price.—Bit 
the Carnatic, Oude, Furruskarbad, Surat, 
Bundlechund, Hyderabad, -Pomah, and 
Robillebund, all exemplified, that short 
is the span between a treaty and the seizute 
of a province ; and the prince of Bhurtport 
before the commencement of hostilities 
refused on any terms or on any accountt 
have any connection with the East-India 
company.—On the 4th of Sept. 1803, lod 
Lake carried the Fort of Alle Ghur by 
sault, and the faithless, unprincipled’ sor 
render of Perron the French general of 
Scindia, in the Douaub and the battle of 
Delhi, brought the victorious general ant 
his gallant army into the country of 
pore. Promises and threats were alter 
nately held out, and in an evil hourthis 
hitherto happy, highly respected, and for 
tunate prince signed the treaty I shal 
read to the house. A fortunate success 
of events subdued for a time the spirit! of 
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Scindia, and the other coufederated chiet gait 
tains who purchased a peace, by the sure § [on 
der of their most valuable provinces. Ia § and 
a very short time however, Holkar appear f hes 
ed in the field with an army of upwardsdl § wu 
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4,000 men, and in his approach to invade 
thé British dominions, he reached Bhurt- 
to whiclnit is now said he was invited 

the once respectable, aud highly esteem- 
ed, but now the treacherous and contempt- 
ible character the Rujab of that country. 
{trust the gentlemen of this house have 
pot one set of principles snd morality 
for England, and one for India, which how- 
¢veryd very much suspect they have; there- 
fore admitting, which however is not yet 
pioved, that the moment this prince became 
gonnected with England, he, belying his 
fymer:character, tarnished all the acts of 
bispast life, that he became the most pro- 
fligate, perjured, abandoued, treacherous 
etch that he is represented to have be- 
coitie, will even that conduct excuse in 
lndiay a war of vengeance and an ignomi- 
tious peace! I answer, sir, no; but, be 
the Rajah’s character what it may, be his 
foriner character true or false, be his trea- 
chery real or fictitious, that. Holkar obtain- 
edsupplies and assistance in the Bhurtpore 
country I readily admit, and the noble 
lord (Temple) may make the most of the 
admission.—In a short space, however, 
Holkar was defeated and his forces dis- 
persed, and itcwas then that lord Wellesley 
determined on an uct of singular and most 
sanguinary vengeance, and without example 
inancietitor modern times, unless in the re- 
cent instanceof Buonaparte to the ill-fated 
king of Naples; who, too, is accused by 
the French emperor of treachery and foul 
play! Now, sir, the conduct of Naples is 
exactly in point. The king made a treaty, 
broke it, and invited the English and Rus- 
siaus to. come into his dominions, and to 
iid him against France; so did the prince 
of Bhurtpore to Holkar, it is alleged: but 
will any Englishman say that the conduct 
ofeither merited extermination and ruin? 
It is said too, that the Rajah’s troops 
turned upon our Own forces and joined the 
enemy, Let thenoble lord (Temple) avail 
himself of this farther admission, and it will 
only prove, that lord Wellesley’s system has 
revolutionized the nature of the mild Hin- 
doo and excited a thirst for blood, un- 
known before. I admit the fact, I believe 
it, and that Hindoo and Mussulman, that 
allranks of the natives, all casts, all condi- 
tions, are ripe for revolt and vengeance, a- 
gainst their oppressors. Lord Cornwallis 
confesses the fact, though in milder terms, 
and to recover what however is lost for ever, 
was willing to surrender all but our ho- 
/§ Mur. lastead of endeavouring to reclaim 
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this guilty and infatuated prince, as he is 
represented, whose alliance lord W 

had courted, and whose character and exe 
ample on other powers a few fleeting 
months before he rated and stated so high- 
ly, instead of manifesting to the minds of 
irritated India, that mercy, forbearance, 
magnanimity aod justice, were the charae- 
teristics of a Christian governor, lord 
Wellesley determined on exterminatiog 
and vengeance, and lord Lake was ordered 
to advance for the easy annihilation, as-it 
was supposed, of his seemiugly unequal ops 
pouent! No terms short of unconditional 
surrender being proposed, this prince de« 
termined to repel the assailants or to bury 
himself and his family and friends in one 
common ruin.—The account of the dif 
ferent assaults made by lord Lake and the 
different overtures made by the Rajuh it 
is unvecessary to state, but the particulars 
of the sanguinary assault on the 22d of 
February after the British army had been 
61 days before Bhurtpore, I shall read to the 
house. (here the hon. gent. read lord Lake's 
accounts of the 4 assaults)—On the 108th 
day after the commencement of the siege 
on the 9th of April 1805, six weeks after 
the last assault, lord Lake after a loss of 
4000 of our best trodps, and 116 of our 
best and most gallant officers, concluded q 
shameful and disgraceful peace, with, as 
he is represented, this abandoned, faithless 
and profligate prince, under the walls: of 
that fort, where had withered the laurels 
of our brave troops, and when the reputa- 
tion of our gallant army was completely 
and unnecessarily sacrificed. For having 
thus tarnished the British name and cha. 
racter, for the waste of blood and reputation 
occasioned by this sanguinary war of venge- 
ance, I accuse lord Wellesley, and to lay the 
grounds for a charge of high crimes and mis- 
demeanours, I shall conclude, sir, with 
moving, ‘ 1. That there be laid before this 
house, a Copy ofa'T'reaty concluded by gene- 
ral Lake (now lord Lake) commander: in 
chief of the forces, and afterwards ratified 
by marquis Wellesley, late governor gene- 
ral of India, and a prince of Hindostan, 
called the Rajah of Bhurtpore, dated the 
29th Sept. 1803. 2. Copies of all appli 
cations from the Bengal govt., or those 
acting wader its authority, demanding ex- 
planation and satisfaction previous to the 
commencement of hostilities, and the an- 
swers to such applications. 3. A Copy of 
-he- declaration of war against that princé, 


4. A-Copy of all letters from lord Lake, 
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or those acting under his authority, to lord 
Wellesley, or the Bengal govt.; and from 
lord Wellesley, or the govt-, to the British 
#ommander in chief, relating to the Rajah. 
of Bhurtpore, previous to the siguing of 
the treaty of 1803, and from that period 
to the commencement of the war against 
that chieftain. 5. Copies of any terms or 
conditions offered by the British govt. to 
prevent the war; and as indemnification 
for any. imputed injury sustained by the 
British interests in India from the Bhurt- 
pore Rajah. 6. Copies of all overtures 
made from time to time by the Bhurtpore 
Rajah to the British commander in chief, 
for terminating the war, and the answers 
to such overtures. - 7. Copies of the returns 
of the killed, wounded, and missing, in the 
Various assaults made to storm the fortress 
of Bhurtpore, together with the casualties 
of the army during the siege; and the 
communications made publicly and_pri- 
vately by lord Lake on these occasions to 
the Bengal govt. 8. Copy of the treaty of 
peace between the Bengal govt. and the 
prince of Bhurtpore, with the communica- 
tions made on that event to the court of 
directors, or select committee, on that oc- 
casion.” 

Lord Temple observed, that the narrow 
ground on which the hon, gent. had pro- 
ceeded, had made it an easy thing to an- 
swer him; but when he had braught for- 
ward charges as they were called, against 
so considerable, and so meritorious a cha- 
racter, as that of the marquis Wellesley, he 
should have stated the grounds on which 
they were to be founded ; and he should 
also have taken the trouble of perusing 
those papers, which he said, would sub- 
stantiate them, before he made those char- 
ges; if he had, the noble lord said he would 
venture to assert, it would have convinced 
the hon. member of the impropriety of his 
conduct. That he had not taken this 
course, was to be lamented, on account of 
what was due to the house, as well as to 
the noble marquis; for he would venture 
to assert, without the least fear of contra- 
diction, that when all the papers which had 
been called forshould appear upon the ta- 
ble, and came to tell their own story, there 
would be found not the least pretence for 
charging the noble marquis with any mis- 
conduct; on the contrary he would de- 
serve praise. He hoped, therefore, that 


‘all the papers would be granted, and that, 


there was no formal objection to their pro- 
duction, and he was not aware of any. By 
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them it would appear, that the marquis Wel, 
lesley was so. far from waging wiih the Ry, 
jah of Bhurtpore a war of exterminatigy 
or having a thirst of blood, that he condugs 
ted himself with a forbearance and mody 
ration to which that prince wasby no meay 
entitled. It was said that the: treatyigf 
peace, a copy of which was now called foy 
was presented to the Rajah at the pointof 
the bayonet. This assertion again: woulj 
be completely refuted when the papersap, 
peared upon the table; for they. would 
prove that at the breaking out. of the wa 
with Holkar, in 1803, the Rajah expresseq 
a desire to unite with the British interes, 
and a treaty was entered upon with hig 
early in the year 1803, and concluded and 
ratified in the following September. The 
hon. member had alluded to three of th 
articles of that treaty: he would tell big 
there was.a fourth, which was that the com 
tracting parties should afford to each othe 
the aid of troops in the event of the inya, 
sion of their territories. This treaty wa 
agreéd upon. between lord Wellesley and 
the Rajah of Bhurtpore; and he was to fu 
nish a considerable force .of cavalry: 
act in conjunction with the British ; :upon 
which the British government. thonght 
themselves justified in making a cessiowaf 
territory to the Rajah, giving him a revente 
equal to one third ofall his own. . Whether 
this looked like a treaty forced uponithe 
Rajah at the point of the bayonet, the house 
might judge when the papers came belor 
it. When the war with Holkar broke out 
in the month of March, a correspondence 
was detected between the Rajah of Bhut 
pore and Holkar, which had for its object 
the overthrow of the British power, and 
driving the British entirely from India} ia 
which plan the Rajah was to have;a com 
siderable concern. A copy of this: corer 
spondence was sent to lord Wellesley:in July, 
and yet this noble lord, who was said tobe 
a person seeking blood and waging. a:wat 
of extermination, would be found to-have 
observed a moderation and humanity, the 
most remarkable, for by some of the cr 
respondence now called for, it would o» 
pear, that the noble marquis, evenvallet 
this detection of the treachery of the Rajab, 
did not allow him to be punished, conse 
dering that he was in the hands of others; 
but ordered that those who advised himto 
this act of perfidy, whenever discovered, 
should be punished in an exemplary mat 
ner; but us to the Rajah, the noble mr 
quis considered that he might have be 
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sigguided and deceived by wicked councils, 
therefore ordered that no punishment 
fall on him; consequently, he di- 

reted lord Lake to endeavour to discover 
who the advisers of the Rajah were, but 
pot to punish him in any respect; ‘to warn 
him, however, of what he was about; to 
tll him: it was not the wish of the East- 
India company to interfere with his terri- 
w or his concerns; but to call on him 
to dismiss the agents who had so misguided 
him. “Ibis was another of the proofs of 
the war of extermination, which the hon. 
gent. imputed to marquis Wellesley. My 
lord Lake acted on his instructions and 
leit directions with gen. Frazer to abide by 
the same line of conduct, not to attack 
the Rajah of Bhurtpore, or bring on a war 
with him, but if attacked, to resist ; but the 
Rajah cut the matter short, for, not con- 
tent with his correspondence with the ene- 
my, he himself began the war, and com- 
menced an attack upon us. The first di- 
rect act of hostility was committed on the 
part of the Rajah, whose fortress of Deeg 
aforded a protection to the remains of 
Holkar’s army, and fired upon the British 
troops, which enabled Holkar to carry off 
agreat part of his army, and place his ar- 
tillery in that fortress. After the fort of 
Deeg was taken, and, notwithstanding the 
several unsuccessful attacks on Bhurtpore, 
the Raiah at last came to his senses, and 
was glad to conclude a peace, by which he 
agreed to pay to the company 20 lacks of 
tupees in 4 years, and the company gua- 
manteed him his territories. He was also 
bound to keep no Frenchmen or Europeans 
in his army. On these conditions, the 
conquered countries, and eyen the fort of 
Deeg itself, had been since restored to him. 
inal these transactions, he could perceive 
nothing of that implacable vengeance which 
was imputed by the hon. member to the 
noble marquis. His lordship said, it was 
not then the time for him to go further 
into this subject ; he wished to wait till the 
papers in question should be laid upon the 
table, as they would not only support the 
slatemeut he had made, but display the 
conduct of the noble marquis to have been 
Moderate and forbearing in the highest 


Mr. Paull said, he had quoted the treaty 
tuch as he found it in the Mabratta papers, 
aadsent home by lord Wellesley, and could 
Rot be accused of a want of fairness in not 
Teading what really had never been given 
tothe house. 

Vos. VI. : 
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Mr. Johnstone said, he was sorry that it 
had been thought worth while to-advert to 
any thing that had passed between himself 
and the hon. mover; and ‘he would have 
said nothing about the matter, had it not 
been that his silence might lead the house 
to imagine that he really had encouraged 
the hon. gent. in his proceedings in this 
business. In fact, he had dissuaded him 
from becoming acandidate for that, of which 
he (Mr. J.) was set down as the represen. 
tative, and afterwards from. following up 
these charges. He did not say, however, 
that these were fundamentally wrong, but 
he thought this proceeding, under all the 
circumstances, inexpedient, both as far as 
regarded the hon. gent. and himself. His 
own reasons for not coming forward with 
any such charges were, first, the impossibi- 
lity which he foresaw of procuring redress. 
for the wrongs of a prince of India (the 
nabob of Oude), to whom he was much 
attached, which attachment, perhaps, ren- 
dered him incapable of conducting the 
affair with impartiality; 2dly, the suspi- 
cions that might arise, that he could not 
judge fairly and candidly in the case of 
lord Wellesley ; and 3dly, the treachery 
of which the Rajah of Bhurtpore had been 
guilty, almost to’an unparalleled extent. 
He did not deny this, but he asked, where 
was the wisdom or policy of making a 
treaty with this very person on whom no 
dependence whatever could be placed? 
How came the ceded fortresses and the 
money to be returned? It was because lord 
Cornwallis saw the futility of such treaties, 
and was resolved to abandon them, if pos- 
sible. . He gave up their lands, he gave up 
their money, he would give up eny thing 
to such persons, provided they would 
agree not to burthen us with their friend- 
ship. ° ( 

Mr. Hiley Addington said, that as the 
hon. mover, in anticipating the contents of 
the papers for which he moved, had made 
his assertions pretty sturdily, he was not 
sorry to hear from his noble friend (lord 
Temple) assertions of a contrary nature as 
sturdily and at least as roundly delivered. 
He must allow that the hon, mover had 
had the candour to distribute among the 
members of the board of controul, a num- 
ber of papers respecting which he moved ; 
but from the great mass of them, they had 
not had:time to profit by this candour. He 
should, however, individually, as‘an hum- 
ble member of the board of controul,: say, 
that he saw no objections to granting the 
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papers; his private feelings would rather 
induce him to second the motion than to 
oppose it, for he felt convinced, that when 
the papers were produced, they would ex- 
hibit a great many amiable qualities in the 
character of lord Wellesley, which many 
gentlemen were then unwilling to give him 
credit for. They would shew, that to this 
very rajah he had) exercised an extraor- 
dinary forbearance, and an unexampled 
moderation. Without meaning to oppose 
the motion, he should just observe, that he 
doubted whether @ sufficient parliamentary 
ground had been assigned for it. It did 
not appear to him proper, that any member 
should move for a vast mass of papers 
merely to fish out some cause of complaint 
which they did not know of before. As 
for the declaration of hostilities against the 
rajah, no such paper did exist : there never 
was a declaration of hostilities, but the 


“war began by the cannon of the Fort of 


' Deeg firing upon the British army, and 
protecting the retreat of Holkar. It was 
at atime when the rajah was writing the 
most friendly letters to lord Wellesley, and 
saying in the oriental cant, “ make me 
happy by your letters,” that he was con- 
spiring with the enemies of the company, 
to expel the British from India. Nothing 
would be more demonstrable and unequi- 
vocal than the perfidy of this rajab, whom 
the hon. mover now extolled so highly. 
As soon as we had met a disaster under 
col. Monson, this faithless prince chose 
that moment not only to violate his trea- 
ties, but to conspire the utter destruction 
of that power-for which he professed so 
much friendship, and to which he owed so 
much obligation, ‘The manner in which 
the governor-general gained information 
of his treachery, was most unquestionable. 
A confidential agent of bis at Maturah first 
informed the British resident of it, and 
about aweek afterwards a vakeel was taken, 
with the correspondence, which went to 
the whole extent that had been stated. 
Notwithstanding this certain information 
of the treachery of this prince, lord Wel- 
lesley was still inclined to impute it to in- 
triguers and evil advisers, and did not give 
directions to go to war with him for above 
eight months afterwards, and not until ac- 
tual hostilities bad been committed on the 
part of that prince against our troops, who 
were pursuing -Holkar in the neighbour- 
hood of:the Fortof Deeg. Heconcluded, 
by declaring that, in-his opinion, no-blame 
eould attach to lord Wellesley for the fai- 
8 
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lure of the treaty which be bad made, ang 
to which, doubtless, he wished to adherg, 
Mr. Pgull decidedly affirmed, that jy 
had once experienced an act of justice frog 
lord Wellesley, but never an act of 
that in India, his situation had been gi 
that the smiles of lord Wellesley coy 
not benefit him, that his frowns. could ty 
of no detriment. 
Mr. /Vellesley Pole said, he did not wish 
to take any share in the discussion of thy 
subject ; he had only to say, that the nob 
marquis, and all those who were connected 
with him, had but one wish, and thatiwag 
that the whole of his conduct should fy 
examined as closely as possible, and th 
whole system of the government in Indig 
under his direction canvassed withcare; for 
which reasons he trusted there would be go 
objection to granting these papers,and other 
which he intended to move for, provided 
their production would not be inconvenient 
to the board. Anxious as he was, how 
ever, for the production of these paper, 
for tlie purpose of preparing for @ disdug 
sion which he wished to promote, he had 
so much regard for the regularity of the 
proceedings of parliament, that he should 
not persist in asking for them, if irregular 
to grant them. He was confident that the 
more the conduct of the noble marquis was 
examined, the more it would be approved; 
but should the house, upon enquiry, be of 
another opinion, of which he had not the 
most distant idea, neither he nor any other 
person would attempt to screen him; but 
what he asked for the noble marquis wa 
this; that the nature of the charge tole 
exhibited against him should be stated, 
The hon. member had this day given i 
tice of Jaying ground before the houseon 
Friday, of some fresh charge against the 
marquis Wellesley. The noble lord neat 
him had asked what that charge was? 
which the hon. gent. had given no answer, 


+ He begged leave to request that the hen 


io 
member would now declare what the charge 


was he meant to make on Friday; forifit 
did not state that, how could the membes 
who took the most immediate interestit 
the discussion, know what they were come 
to meet? He could not conceive how ay 
difficulty could occur in giving this inlom 
mation. What was to be the situational 
those who were most directly-interested if 
the character of the noble marquis; if the 
were to come down to the house, day 

day, to hear an attack, without being pit 
pared to meet it? He trusted the het 
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would feel that he was not asking any thing 
yoreasovable, It would have been impes- 
sible for the house to have been prepared 
forthe exhibition the hon. gent. had been 

to make that night, if they had not 
mad some previous intimation of what it 
was he intended to bring forward. It was, 
therefore,. equally impossible that they 
should be prepared for Friday, unless the 
hon. gent. would let them know what charge 
jt'was that he was to bring forward on that 
day. As for the.case of his noble relation, 
he committed it with confidence to the 
house, and to the country. 

Mr. Paul said, the house would do him 
tle justice to acknowledge that on every 
pecasion he was ready to answer any ques- 
tion, that was civilly put to him; that he 
refused to answer the noble lord (femple), 
ashe should always do, when his manner 
and mode of- putting a question was rude 
andimproper, To the relation of the noble 
lord (Wellesley). be was ready to say, that 
thenext charge he should bring forward, 
was for the assumption of the rights and 
sevenues of the nabob of Surat. ‘The ques- 
tion was then put, and the several papers 
wre granted. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, March 12. 

{Mixures.] Lord Walsingham present- 
athe report of the committee appointed 
to search for precedents of the proceedings 
of the house in cases of Impeachment; 
which was ordered to be printed. A short 
conversation ensued between lords Auck~ 
lind and Eldon, respecting the additional 
aticle of Impeachment against lord Mel- 
ville, as to the manner in which that noble 
lord should be called upon to answer; 
which ended in an order to summon their 
lordships for to-morrow, in order to take 
thesame into consideration. 

{Wrnesses’ Liapitity Bitz.] Lord 
Walsingham reported the Declaratory bill, 
theamendments made in which were agreed 
to. 
Lord Eldon, in order to save the excep- 
tions which existed to the geveral rule laid 
down in the bill, proposed a proviso, the 
fist part. of which enacts, that the court 
hall not repel an objection made by a wit- 
Mess. to answer, where such objection is 
Made specially and on specific grounds 
Mated, but shall decide on such objection 
Mcording to the law as it appears to them. 
Itis lastly enacted, that a witness shall not 
be compellable to. answer any question 
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which he could not be compelled to answer 
as a defendavt, in a court of equity, ona 
bill being filed against him. | . . 

Earl Stanhope objected to this proviso, 
which, hesaid, instead of declaring the law, 
left it to the judges of each court to decide 
what was law, thereby, instead of removing 
doubts, rendering those doubts more doubt- 
ful. He also considered the clause to be 
unconstitutional, in as much as it sent the 
judges of the courts of common law to the 
courts of equity to learn by what law they 
were to decide, a system which met his 
marked condemnation. 

The Lord Chancellor defended the clause 
to which be could not see the slightest ob- 
jection. It was perfectly clear, from the 
opinions of the judges, that there were ex. 
ceptions to the general rule, which it was 
uecesgary to provide against. With respect 
to courts of equity, the law ofevidence was 
the same in those courts as in the courts of 
law, and therefore the objection upon this 
head fell to the ground, as the clause merely 
directed in fact that the laws of evidence 
should be resorted to. Although somewhat 
irregular in referring to a bill of the noble 
earl’s (Stanhope) now on the table, on this 
subject, he was happy to concur witb him 
in one part, where, notwithstanding his ob~ 
jection yesterday, he had inserted the words 
“‘ the lords spiritual and temporal.” The 
lords spiritual were the ministers of God 
and of religion, and it being thought fit 
that they should take a part in our tem. 
poral concerns, it. was also fit that. they 
should have the precedence. 

’ Earl Stanhope said be had inserted the 
words “ the lords temporal and spiritual,” 
but that the printer had altered them. 

Lord Holland notwithstanding what had 
been said by his noble and learned friend 
on the woolsack, could not agree in the 
propriety of referring the judges of the 
courts of common law to'’courts of equity, 
to learn the law of evidence. He had too 
much veneration for the common law of 
tbe country to sanction such a proceeding. 

Lord Eldon contended that the seven 
judges who had answered the questions in 
the affirmative having-all done so with a 
variety of exceptions, it would be, in fact, 
acting contrary to that opinion if a law 
were passed enacting a general rule on-the 
subject without auy exception, and he had 
no hesitation in saying, that without some 
such clause as that he had proposed, the 
Declaratory Bill would be the -reatest 
nuisance that ever existed; no man’s pro« 
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perty would then be safe, as he might be 
compelled to answer questions which might 
divest him of all title to his estates. As to 
courts of equity, their lordships would re- 
collect that the judges who had answered 
the questions in the affirmative, had all 
drawn from thence the grounds of those 
opinions. —The clause was received and 
added to the bill. wit 

Earl Stanhope, still considerimg his bill 
for the more effectual Discovery of ‘Truth 
from Witnesses to he necessary, moved its 
second reading, observing, however, that 
he should move in the committee to alter 
the preamble, and make it a bill for the 
better protection of witnesses. The ob- 
ject of the bill, he stated, was to prevent 
the evidence given by witnesses from be- 
ing afterwards made use of against them- 
selves.—The bill was read a second time, 
and committed for Friday. 

—————=S=S= 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, March 12. 

[Minutes.] New writs were, ofdered 
for the borough of Lyme Regis, in the 
room of the hon, T, Fane, who had accept- 
ed the Chiltern hundreds; and also for 
the borough of Queenborough, in the room 
of G. P. Moore, esq. who had accepted the 
ofiice of steward of the mauor of East Hen- 
dred.—Mr. Holford brought up the report 
ofthe commitiee to whom the petition of 
the Philanthropic Society, for the educa- 
tion of the children of felous, was referred. 
In pursuance of the report, be moved for, 
and obtained Jeave to bring in,.a bill for 
the better government and regulation of 
that society. —Mr. W. Dundas moved for, 
and obtained leave to bring in, a bill, for 
the further continuance of an act which 
was on the point of expiring, for the se- 
curing a more expeditious payment of 
creditors in Scotland.—The Irish Clergy 
Residence bill passed through the commit- 
tee.—The bill for Allowing the Importa- 
tion of Wool from the British colonies in 
America, was read a second time.—On 
the motion of general Tarleton, the ord- 
nauce estimates, presented:by Mr. Calcraft, 
were ordered to be printed for the use of 
the members.—Mr, Paull moved for, a 
Copy of a Protest, dated in 1803, from the 
then chairman of the court of directors, 
against the measures pursued in Oude, and 
which led to the treaty of 1801, and which 
treaty was approved of by the secret com- 
mittee, as appears from their minute of the 
19th of Nov, now before the house, Ordered. 





[WooLLen ManvurPacture Susrenstoy 
Bitt.] On the motion of lord Temple, the 
house went into a committee on this bill, 

Mr. P. Moore said, he would not object 
to suspend the operation of the existip 
laws respecting the woollen manufacturers, 
against those violations which had been 
bitherto made, but he must object to the 
continuing this suspension still farther. He 
considered that the violators of the law 


were comparatively few, and that the tre 


passers and iatruders bore but a small pre 
portion to the number of those engaged in 
the trade. In opposing them, he therefor 
took the side that he always wished to 
take, that of the many against the few, 
Those who proposed the bill, and the many 
country members who were favourable ta 
it, he considered were rather taking the 
part of the few against the many. He 
therefore should propose a clause, “ That 
this bill should only operate to prevent 
prosecutions from those violations of the 
existing laws which had already taken 
place, but should not prevent prosecutions 
for violations which might be committed 
hereafter.” 

Mr. H. Lascelles said, that the reason 


why so many gentlemen supported the bill 


was, that it had become evident in the 
course of the trade, that the principles of 
many of those very old acts of parliament, 
would be at present inapplicable, and high 
ly injurious to the woollen manofacture. 
He did not wish absolutely to decide upon 
the policy of those old acts, but as it was 
at present very doubtful, he thought it 
would be the best way for the house to go, 
into a committee, when they would be able 


to obtain the fullest information on the 


subject. 

Mr. Wilberforce thought that the hon, 
gent. (Mr. Moore) had rather gone upon 
general principles, or those which carried 
with them a show of popularity. He had 
spoken of the interests of the many, as0p- 
posed to those of the few. For his part, 
he was convinced that the interests of com 
merce.and of trade, were the interests both 
of the many and of the few. The wagesdf 
the manufacturers were raised when the 
trade went well. The hon. gent. however, 
appeared to him to be mistaken in his dit 
tinction about the many and the few, for 
the fact was, that there were very maby 
who carried on manufactures in their own 
houses and in a, domestic way, which'le 
considered was better both for trade: 


for the morals of those engaged in it; than 
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that way of carrying on manufactures where 
many journeymen are employed bya few 
masters in large manufactories. He de- 
' glared that he bad no other wish’ upon the 
gubject, than that a business of such im- 

rtance should be fully considered, and 
that the best resolution might be taken 
. which the most mature deliberation could 
give. He therefore wished that the bill 
should be committed early in the session, 
and was sure that the persons engaged in 
the trade would have full confidence in the 
care and attention of their representatives 
to their true interests. 

Mr, Brooke hoped that no impediment 
would be thrown in the: way of the final 
settlement of this business, which had been 
now two years before the house. His ob- 
ject was to promote the interests of all 
parties. He hoped the hon, gent. would 
not insist on his clause. 

Lord Temple said, that he knew the wish 
of his majesty’s ministers upon this subject 
was. to relieve the manufacturers from any 
improper restraint. Whether the restraints 
imposed upon them by those old acts oi 
parliameot might be taken away or not, 
was a matter that could not be decided 
without the most serious consideration, and 
the best isformation that could be had. 
It was, because he was not prepared to 
decide, that he could not agree to the clause 

toposed. Such a clause would be abso- 
fitely deciding the question. 

Mr. P. Moore explained, that when he 
spoke of the many and the few, he consi- 
dered very much that numerous class oi 
Manufacturers, whose petition he presented, 
and who had been waiting for years: he 
meant the petition of the employed against 
the employers. The first class were an- 
xious ior the decision ef the house; the 
latter class, as he thought, was not so de- 
sirous of it. He hoped that the discus- 
sion, and the adoption of the clause he had 
proposed, would bring them-to agree to 
reasonable terms with those in their em- 
ployment. 

Mr. Wilberforce said, that, by this ex- 
planation, the suspicion he had entertained 
was realized; that it was for another de- 
' scription of men than those who were the 
objects of this bill, that the hon. gent. felt 
80 warmly.—The clause was then rejected, 
and lord Temple gave notice, that he should 
on Friday next move for a committee to 
consider the state of the woollen manulac.’ 


[Exzcttow Treatine Buitt.J] Mr.| 





Tierney brought up a bill to explain and 
render more efiectual an act, passed in the 
7th of William III. for preventing charge 
and expence in Elections of Members to 
serve in Parliament. The bill was read a 
first time, and ordered to be printed. The 
right hon, gent. then said, that hé should 
move for its being read a second time on 

Friday se’nnight, unless gentlemen wished 
for longer time to consider it, 

- Mr. Hurst wished thata longer day should 
be named. As for himself, he approved 
entirely of the principles of the bill, aud of 
almost all the observations made by the 
hon. member in proposing it; but as it 
was a bill that went to make a material 
change in the old established laws, and as 
several gentlemen might entertain doubts, 
which a fuller consideration might remove, 
he thought it would be better to allow a 
longer time to consider it. 

Mr. Rose did not consider that the bill 
made any alteration in old established laws; 
he thought it would be only a declaration 
of what was actually the existing law.—The 
question was then put, and the bill was or» 
dered to be read a second time on Friday 
se’nnight. 

_—_—_—_ 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, March 13. 

{Impracument oF Lorp MELvitueE.] 
Lord Auckland called the attention of their 
lordships to the further article of Impeach- 
ment against lord Melville, with respect to 
which, he said, the first impression of his 
mind was, that it ought to be received. 
He was glad that the house had afterwards. 
referred it to the committee appointed to 
search for precedents of their lordships* 
proceedings in cases of Impeachment,- as 
much information was in consequence de« 
rived from the committee on the subject. 
He would not now trouble the house with 
reading the report of the committee, but 
should merely refer to three cases which 
were analogous to the present. The Ist 
was the case of lord Stafford; the 2d that 
of the lord mayor of London, in 1643, who, 
after putting in an answer to articles of 
Impeachment, also pleaded to further ar- 
ticles, which were subsequently sent up 
from the commons; the 3d case was that 
of lord Danby, in which it was expressly 
stated, that time should be allowed him to 
plead to the articles of impeachment pre- 
ferred against bim, or to any further arti- 
cle which might be presented. It was, 
therefore clear that the principle of calling 
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ewpen persons impeached to answer to any 
further articles of impeachment which might 
be sent up from the commons, was recog- 
nized by precedent. As to what would 
have been the effect if lord Melville had 
entered a special plea to the articles first 
presented, whether he could then be called 
wpon to answer a further article, he would 
not discuss the question, it not being before 
the house, the plea of that noble lord ha- 
ving been a general one of “ not guilty.” 
In the motion, however, which he intended 
to make, he wished to give lord Melville 
the opportunity of either demurring to the 
further article, of withdrawing his general 
plea and pleading specially, or of pleading 
generally to the further article. He con- 
eluded. by moving, “that a copy of the 
further article of impeachment be commu- 
nicated to lord Melville, and that he do 
put in his answer to the same 6n to-morrow 
fortnight.”—Ordered. The further article 
was also ordered to be printed, 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, March 13. 

[Muvvutss.] Mr. Stanniford presented 
a@ petition from the maltsters of Kingston- 
upon-Hull, praying to be relieved from 
certain embarrassments under the existing 
malt laws.—Mr. W. Dundas presented the 
Scotch Creditors’ bill, which was read a 
first time.—Mr. W. Keene moved that 
there be laid before the house a copy of the 
commission under which the commis- 
siouers for liquidating the debts of the na- 
bob of Arcot acted. Mr. H. Addington 
had no objection to the production of the 
paper in question, but suggested the pro- 
priety of postponing the motion till Mon- 
day, when the committee moved for by 
his noble frietid (lord Morpeth), would 
have this business fully before them, and 
when the commission would of course be 
produced. Mr. Keene maintained that it 
was necessary that the house should be in 
possession of the commission before going 
into the committee. The motion, however, 
was negatived.—Lord Collingwood’s An- 
nuity bill was read a 3d time and passed. 
—The Mutiny bill, Militia Pay-bill, Mi- 
litia Subalterns bill, Militia Adjutants bill, 
and Irish Militia Pay bill, went through 
committees, and*were ordered to be re- 
ported to-morrow.—Mr. Vansittart brought 
in a bill for continuing the act of the 44th 
of the king, enabling his majésty to accept 
of the service of such part of the militia of 
treland as voluntarily offered themselves to 






be employed in Great Britain, which wa 
read @_first time. 

{Ia1su Cuercy Resrpexce Bits] Dy, 
Duigenan moved the order of the day, for 
ing into a committee on the Irish Clergy Re, 
sidence bill; which being read according 

Mr. Grattan rose to express his hope, 
that. the hon. and learned doctor would 
not now persist in pushing forward this bij] 
through the house with so mueh rapidity 
in the absence of gentlemen from that coum 
try, who certainly wished to be present a 
the discussion of a subject of so much im 
portance to the clergy of Ireland. Som 
of those gentlemen had not yet arrived ig 
London; others were arrived, but not pre- 
sent. Several of them had instructed him 
to request the learned doctor would post. 
pone the committal of the bill, until Thun. 
day the 8th of May, and to hope the lear 
ed doctor would have no objection, 

Dr. Duigenan hoped the hon. gent. would 
be so good as to give him some reason why 
he wished the further proceedings of the 
bill to be postponed to so distant a day? He 
had brought the bill forward at the request 
of the board of First Fruits in Ireland, g 
board composed of the lord chancellor, the 
‘three chief judges of the other courts, and. 
many of the most respectable gentlemen 
of Ireland. By the union it was settled 
that the church of Great Britain and Ireland 
should thenceforth be one and the same for 
ever. The present bill was founded in 
strict conformity to that principle, and did 
not contain a single tittle that was not 
enacted by the bill which passed this houte 
in the 43d of the king, for securing thet 
sidence of the Clergy in England; and 
which bill had undergone a most minute 
discussion in both houses of Parliament, 
and therefore he should be glad to hear 
what objections could exist to the bill now 
before the house. 

Mr. Grattan answered, that his-first ob 
jection was, that a bill of this nature, it 
which not only the church but the-state if 
Ireland might be eventually. involved, 
should pass in the absence of those gem 
tlemen who represent Ireland, and whp 
must feel a material interest in the eccle 
siastical establishment of that country, aut 
who could not possibly attend in ter 
places in that house until after the assizés. 
If it was desired that he should offer aly 
further reasons, he must be obliged vey 
reluctantly to trespass on the time of i 
house at greater length; but the howe 
would have to impute that to the curiosity 














wan tec 
lime as 
gumen: 
would 
it was | 
clause, 


‘made ‘4 


depend 
But he 
prineip 
sich ti 
should 
the: exe 






ald 
ill 


um 














(gg) PARL. DEBATES, Maien 18, 


ofthe learned doctor, and not to any wish 
of his» His first additional objection then 
was, that the bill had not yet been debated, 
and this. he conceived a strong objection. 
Secondly, the statement of the learned 
doctor; that this bill was exactly word for 
word the same with the act which had 

dsome sessions ago, for enforcing the 
residence of the English clergy ; whereas 
the circumstances of both countries dit- 
fered so materially from each other, that 
the measure which might be extremely 
right in the one, would be very wrong in 
the other. To use a very homely simile, 
it would be like the case of a taylor, who 
having made a garment exactly fitting one 
man, should propose it to be worn by ano- 
ther whom it fitted in no respect; and 
really the proposition of the learned doctor 
to impose regulations on the Clergy of 
Ireland, which were locally and circum- 
stantially adapted only to the Clergy of 
this country, was rather the argument of 
abad taylor, than that of a profound states- 
man, In many parishes of Ireland there 
were no parishioners to whom a clergyman 


_ could minister; and therefore, it must be 


totally unnecessary to enforce the residence 
ofan incumbent, so long as a parish con- 
tinued to be so circumstanced ; nor could 
the analogy between the cases of both 
countries justify the necessity of similar 
regulations, upon this ground, The learn- 
ed doctor had mevtioned the Irish Board 
of First Fruits, as his authority for bring- 
ing forward this bill: a board, certainly 
composed of persons to whom he (Mr. G.) 
wished to pay every degree of deference 
aid respect : but not one of those persons 
had a right to sit or vote’ in the house of 
commons, consequently their authority in 
that place ought to have no deliberate in- 
fluence. The learned doctor, by possibility, 
hight be extremely right in bringing for- 
ward this bill: he would not at this moment 
titer into that part of the discussion: he 
wanted only to give the learned doctor 
lime and opportunity to prove, by fair ar~ 
funient, to the satisfaction of those who 
would feel most interested in the bill, that 
twas just and necessary. ‘There was one 
dlausé, at least he understood it ‘so, that 


made ‘the residence of the élergymen to 


depend upon the mandate of: the bishop: 
‘he-could not exactly. approve the 
Pinciple of enforcing residen¢e for. just 
th time as the discrétion of the bishop 
d deem it fit to appoint. Besides, 
the exercise’ of this discretion ‘might te 
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rendered in some cases extremely oppres« 
sive: in’ the case, for instance, of an old 
clergyman, who might be. induced to give 
his vote for a member of parliament at an 
election, contrary to the mandate of ‘his 
diocesan. If there were such persons as 
political bishops.in Ireland, be would not 
assume to say there were, the consequence 
of such an act of disobedience might be to 
force the old clergyman to a residence ia 
a parish, where he had no glebe, and pera 
haps could not find a single house in which 
he could live, and be remote from. his 
friends, and outof the reach of every com- 
fort or accommodation, At present, he 
did not wish to urge any thing further; but 
hoped he had said enough to convince the 
house, that the law which was very well 
calculated to operate in England, might be, 
in many instances, quite the reverse in. [re- 
land; and that a measure calculated to 
operate in Ireland, was entitled to some 
consideration and discussion from gentle- 
men-who must have the most knowledpe 
and experience in the local circumstances 
of that country, if the bill fora similar purs 
pose in this country had occupied, fora 
succession of days, the most minute atten- 
tion in both houses of parliament. 

Dr. Duigenan said, that if the bill was 
not debated on the 2d reading, the fault 
was not his; as it was now three weeks 
since it was introduced, by the leave of the 
house, and had passed through its previous 
stages without the slighest opposition from 
the hon. gent. If there was not a full ate 
tendance of Irish members in that house, it 
could not be owing to their absence ‘frons 
London; for, if he was well informed, out 
of the 100 who had seats, 70 were actually 
in town; and he very much despaired of @ 
greater number of members arriving in 
London efter the assizes, but rather sups 
posed their numbers would diminish in- 
stead of increasing. The hon. gent. had 
been pleased to compare-him to a bad tay 
lor; but he would appeal to the house on 
the propriety of the comparison, as well as 
the elegance of the figure; that he could 
‘see no'reason why the clergy of Ireland 
‘should wear their coats differently trimmed 
from those of England, or be exempt from 
similar laws, or similar restrictions, to ena 
force that residence to which they were 
sworn, and to which they were indispen- 
sibly bound by law and duty. In spite of 
all pretences about having no. glebe houses 
‘there’ was not a parish in Ireland, where 
jche clergyman could-not find a convenient 
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residence if he chose. The court of King’s 
Bench in England would hear of no such 
excuses ; and if the Irish clergymen did not 
‘ehuse to reside on their livings, let them 
resign, und those would be found who 
would reside. He could not see the ne. 
cessity of further delay ; and he feared the 
loss of the bill would be risked by it. The 
danger suggested by the hon. gent., of 
giving too much influence to the bishops, 
was obviated in the English bill, of which 
this was only a copy. 

Mr. Fox agreed with his hon. friend (Mr. 
Grattan), in the necessity of postponing 
further proceedings on this bill, not only 
until a full attendance of the gentlemen of 
Ireland should be present, but until those 
gentlemen, who were to represent the Irish 
government in that house, should be in 
their places, and be able to give their opi- 
nions, touching the necessity of a measure 
which .he should conceive to, be amongst 
the first objects of their enquiry, upon ex- 
amining into the state of that country. At 
the same time, he was willing to allow, that 
what bad fallen from the hon. and learned 
gent. had certainly some weight.: But.yet 
he could not see the great inconvenience 
that would arise from passing the bill in 
May, if it was fit to pass it at all, instead of 
passing it now. The measure surely would 
not be the worse for more mature delibe- 
ration and fair discussion; and from the 
time of the year at which this house had 
been accustomed to break up for the season 
of late years, he could see no danger of the 
bill being lost by the delay proposed by 
his hon. friend, unless the hon. and learned 
gent. was apprehensive that the bill was 
such an one that it could not pass at all, 
if it were to be deliberately considered. 

» Dr. Duigenan persisting in his motion, 
the gallery was cleared for a division, but 
the house, after some further discussion, 
did not divide; and it was agreed to post- 
pone the committal until the 21st of April. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, March 14. 
{Minvurss.] The bishop of Ossory took 
the oaths and his seat —Lord Collingwood’s 
Annuity bill was read a 2d time.—Mr. 
Alexander brought up the [rish Sagar 
Drawback bill, the Woollen Manufacturers 


Penalty Suspension bill, and the British Su-|} 


gar Drawback bill,which were severally read 
a first time.—The Corn Exportation bill, 
the Irish Duties bill, the Foreign Troops 
bill, the Royal Marine Mutiny bill, aud 


the Greenland Whale Fishery bill, pag 
through committees and were reported. 
On the motion of lord Holland, the Dec, 
ratory bill, with its amendments, was 
dered to be printed.—Earl Stanhope, jy 
consequence of the absence of the chief 
justice of the King’s Bench, who he unde, 
stood wished to be present.on the commit. 
ment of his bill for the Discovery of Tru, 
moved to postpone the committee {jj 
Monday, which was agreed to. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
L'riday, March 14. 

[Minvutes.} Lord Stanley presented, 
petition from the Maltsters, &c. of the Bo. 
rough of Preston, praying relief from cg. 
tain restrictions imposed by the act of the 
42d of the king—Mr. Alcock from the 

Treasury presented an account, show 
bow the monies voted for the service.of 
the year 1805 had been disposed of, under 
their several heads, so far as relates to Gregt 
Britain.—-A person from the British My 
seum presented an account of the Expen 
diture of that institution, for the year 1805, 
and estimates for the year 1806.—Mr. Cak 
craft brought up certain Ordnance paper, 
containing an account of the ellective 
strength of the Artillery and Drivers; and 
also an account of the effective strengthol 
the corps of Engineers, from 1801 to 180 
inclusive. —On the motion of Mr. W. Dun 
das, the Scotch Creditors’ bill was reada 
2d time.—On the motion of Mr. Vansittart 
the Sugar Drawback. and the Irish Sugt 
Drawback bills ‘were read a third tim 
and passed.—Mr. Rose moved for an a& 
count of the amount of all exports ftom 
Great. Britain to the island of Tortola, for 
the last 7 years, distinguishing British from 
foreign goods ; also av account of the quar 
tity of sugar, rum, and coffee, exported 
from the Island of Tortola to our foreigp 
settlements ; and copies of all orders of 
his majesty in council relative to the ext 
cution of the act of the 42d and 43d of his 
majesty.—Ordered. ; 
[Wootten Manvracture ComMitteé) 
Lord Temple, pursuant to his notice ons 
former night, moved, that a committee) 
appointed: to take into consideration t# 
various acts relating to the woollen mM 
nufacture. e 
Lord Henry Petty, in seconding the m 
tion of his noble friend, took the oppor 
nity of stating the motives which influence 
him on the occasion. Three years bad 
elapsed since a committee had been ap 
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pointed to take this important subject into 
consideration. No final arrangement had 
tuken place, and the suspension bill 
had been, from time to time, renewed. 
However objectionable such an expedient 
night be as a remedy for temporary evils, 
it was peculiarly so in this instance, where 
the evil would be every day growing worse 
mdworse. He trusted that when the com- 
mittee should make their report to parlia- 
ment, the house would look the question. 
in the face, and come to such a decision 
upon it as would put an end to the irrita- 
tion which was kept alive in the country, 
the frequent renewal of the suspension 
bil, The interests of the manufacturer, 
employers, and employed, and that of the 
country, were the same, viz. to promote 
the growth and prosperity of the manu- 
facture. 
_ Mr. H. Lascelles stated that the evil al- 
laded to by the noble Jord, and which it 
was the object of the proposed committee 
to correct, did not originate in the suspen- 
sion Jaw; but that, on the contrary, this 
law was rendered. necessary by the penal- 
ties given by certain obsolete statutes, and 
was calculated to restrain the operation of 
this evil, -The fact was, that a number of 
statutes existed which were quite inappli- 
cable to the. present state of the Woollen 
Manufacture. Yet upon those. obsolete 
statutes several prosecutions had been com- 
menced ; and to guard against the effects 
of such prosecutions the suspension law 
was introduced. Such was the object 
of this law, and it had answered the end 
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[Arratrs oF Inpra.] Mr. Alderman 
Prinsep rose, pursuant to notice, to move 
fur the production of a document of the 
highest national importance in his estima- 
tion, with a view to put government and 
the house in possession of a most material 
fact with regard to the commerce of India. 
To enable his majesty’s ministers to take 
prospective measures upon the subject of 
India, it appeared to him essentially nee 
cessary that they should be made acquainted 
with the proportion of ‘the commerce of 
that territo:y, of which neutrals had contri« 
ved to possess themselves. ‘That proportion 
ttruck- his mind, and-he believed, when 
known, it would equally strike that of any 
thinking man in the country, to be most 
extraordipary and unfair, when compared 
to that enjoyed by the subjects of this 
country commonly denominated private 
traders, nay, even by the India company 
themselves, Upon considering this com- 
parison, it would be seen what return was 
made to Great Britain for the price she has 
paid for the purchase of our Indian terri- 
tory; for the expence incurred ig main- 
taining it; and for the anxiety generally 
existing with respect toits concerns. The 
fact was, the British share of Indian com- 
merce was a very inadequate recompence 
for the quantity of population and wealth 
which Great Britain was annually in the 
habit of expending for the support of our 
dominion in India; for the constant drain 
upon every class of our population, to ad- 
minister the various branches of civil and 
military government of those territories ; 
for the original and subsequent contribu- 


in view. But still he felt that it could 

. serve only as a temporary expedient, until, | tions of capital for the company’s trade, 
fom ain this.instance, it was deterntined fully and for the diversion of so great a portion 
i: to investigate the subject, aud to decide of our naval strength in the external pro- 
ua FE what laws should continue in force, or] tection of India against the natural enemy 
ted whether any new laws should be enacted | of our commerce and power, Foreigners 
~ with régard to the state of the Woollen enjoyed a share of this trade, which, com- 

é Manufacture. pared with our own, the company’s and 
fh Lord H. Petty replied, that he had cer- private traders included, bore a proportion 
! ~ Ft tainly expressed himself very ill, if his of not less, he was certain, than three to one. 


words conveyed the idea, that he consi- 
dered the existing discontents as origina- 
fing from the suspension acts. He had 
ily said, that these were temporary ex~ 
edients, which had not lessened the irrita- 
fon, and that, something farther was ne- 
sessary to be done.—A committee was then 
pointed to whom the various petitions 
rom the Woollen Manufacturers were re- 
med, and who were empowered to report 
On time to time, their observations on 
the whole subject. 

Vou. VI. 





By this statement he would not be under- 
stood as wishing to excite any complaints 
on the part of the private traders; and 
still farther was it from his view to attach 
any blame to the India company, for the 
toleration of neutralcommerce. ‘The fault 
was not theirs; for, several of the neutral 
powers had possessions in India, before we 
ourselves obtained any footing in'that qu 

ter, By treaty some of them enjoyed the 
right of traffic with our: territory; aud 
some possessed territories of their own. 
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Nothing was more opposite to his wish, 
than the exclusion of neutral traders from 
' ‘India; and those which were in amity with 
Great Britain, could not be excluded with- 
out a breach of treaty. The attempt, in- 
deed, at such exclusion, would be highly 
impolitic at any time, but particularly so 
at present. For, if the capital laid out in 
India by foreign traders, were withdrawn, 
our Indian manufacturers would be compa- 
ratively unemployed, because there would 
be no sufficient market for their produce, 
and of course our revenue must suffer, 
Foreign capitals he conceived to be now the 
principal support of the revenues and cir- 
culation of British India. But, whence came 
thecapital disposed of in India by the A meri- 
cans and other neutral traders, was another 
question ; whetlier any, or what proportion 
of this capital, which consisted principally 
of specie, did or did not'find its way from 
this country through circuitous channe!s 
in consequence of the limited allowance 
granted, to a rather comparative discoun- 
tenance of our own private traders, might 
become a matter for consideration. How 
far the conduct of the India company to- 
wards those who were engaged in the pri- 
vate trade was fair, or politic, might also 
be enquired into. But, at present, his ob- 
ject simply was, that the document he re- 
ferred to should be laid before the house, 
and it would be for the house itself, or for 
ministers, to consider whether any proceed- 
ing should hereafter be founded upon it. 
The document itself was of the utmost con- 
sequence, even as an article of information, 
to which it was essentially material that 
gentlemen should turn their minds. A 
eommunication which he had lately received 
from a gentleman unconnected with the 
state of Indian commerce, forcibly impres- 
sed his mind with the propriety of ‘calling 
the attention of parliament and the country 
to this question. According to this gent.’s 
statement, which of course was not official, 
but who had recently arrived from India, 
and who was not himself a commercial 
man, the proportion which the neutral 
trade bore to ours was equally matter of 
astonishment and alarm. It appeared that 
in the harbour of Calcutta alone, there 
were in the year!§00-1, no less than 26 
‘American vessels; in 1802-3, 32 ditto; 
in 1803-4, 27 ditto; and in the last year 
29; together with 10 Portuguese, 2 Danish 
and 1 Swedish. This was evidently a most 


iuerdivate proportion of the India’ trade. 
But the value of this commerce might be 








[ass 
estimated from this circumstance, ‘that, 
the year 1804, the sum paid for on 
articles of commerce at Calcutta alone 
amounted to*no less than three millions 
The bullion imported into Bengal by those 
neutrals during the 4 last years eXcluging 
of that laid out by the India company, ey. 
ceeded 19 millions of dollars, and the jm, 
portations of lust year alone, amounted, 
5,300,000. The importance of laying such 
a document im an official shape, ‘must be 
obvious to every commercial and political 
man. fe was induced to bring it forwag 
solely from public motives, and not atal 
with a view to urge the private traders to 
press their complaints at present. The 
best course would be, in his judgment, to 
leave their case entirely to the consider. 
tion of his majesty’s ministers, in the h 
which no doubt was well founded, thatas 
soon as leisure permitted, they would a. 
tend to that important question. At the 
same time he felt that the document for 
which he proposed to move, would furnish 
the strongest grounds in favour of the pris 
vate traders, and of course in favour of 
the best interests of the country. After 
some remarks on the facility with whichth 
knowledge could be furnished which it was 
the object of his motion to obtain, as lists 
of the arrivals and departures of shipping 
were published monthly in India, end’a 
the duties were collected ad valorem, the 
hon. gent. concluded with moving, “ That 
there be Jaid before this house, lists ofall 
ships and vessels navigating under Port 
guese or other European colours and Ame 
rican, which have entered inwards and 
cleared outwards from the ports of Caleuttt 
Madras, Bombay, Colombo, Surat, ‘and 
Prince of Wales’s Island, and the subor 
dinate custom houses thereof, fron the 
official year 1800-1, inclusive to the latest 
period received ; together with their tom 
nage, and the value of their respective cat 
goes, so far as the same can be made out, 
Also, ofall British shipping, not chartered 
in‘ Europe, which have cleared out’ from 
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those ports for London during the same 


period.” 

Mr. Francis.—I1 presume, sir, it is hatdly 
‘necessary to second such a motion ai tht 
‘present, A return of the value of exports 
‘and imports of tontage, shipping, and ar 
goes, is a mere custom-house documetit, § 
‘thing of course, perpetually moved forlt 
this house, even without notice, and never 
refused or disputed. I rise now, sir, fot 
another purpose. ‘The facts, stated by the 
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worthy alderman, and the general conclu- 
sions, which he appeared to draw from 
them, are certainly of great importance in 
mauy views; thouslchiefly in a commercial 
sense. But, as this particular branch of 
the Brisish interests in Tnudia is rather new 
tothe house of commons, aud even to my- 
sell, notwithstanding ali the attention I 
have given to iudiau questions, it is not 
at all unlikely that many other geutlemen 
may ve.as uncertain as fam, whether they 
periedtly understuod bin, Por. that rea- 
gou, aud also to obtain some lights from 
the worthy chairman of the court of di- 
rectors, on the same subject, on which 
no man is better able than himself to 
give us. the clearest information, I ‘beg 
kave to restate some of the propositions 
aiicmed by the hon. alderman. If I have 
at all mistaken his meaning, | am sure be 
will have the gooduess to set me right. In 
the first place, however, it may be of use, 
not only now but hereafter, to revive and 
establish one. fundamental truth, which 
never yet, I believe, was disputed by any 
map who knew any thing of the matter ; 
aud therefore fit to be kept in view in all 


future, discussions of the commercial in- 
‘terests of India, which. in effect are our 
own. It is, sir, that in any intercourse 
porely commercial between India and Eu- 
tope, the relative circumstances of the 
two parties is such, that the balance of 
trade merely, must be, from. the nature of 
their respective wants, immensely in fa- 
vour of the natives of India. The infer- 
ence from this position is obvious and na- 
tural, If England’had nothing to consider, 
inits.convection with India, but the duties 
ofa sovereign, or even the profit of a pro- 
prietor; if this house, for example, were 
king of Bengal, Isay that, in that character, 
it would be your essential interest to open 
all the ports of that country to all the 
ships and merchants of Europe indiscri- 
minately, I hold it to be little less than 
impossible for such trade to exist without 
a constant balance in specie, mure or less, 
being actually paid by the uropean mer- 
chant, for Indian produce or Indian manu- 
facture, The truth. of this proposition is 
not affected by the amount of supplies now 
Sent out for the use of Europeans, and 
which have nothing to do with the natural 
consumption of thecountry. I have stated 
this opinion, with many arguments to sup- 
port it long ago to the court of directors*, 
’ * In his minute of Dee. 17176, in the Revenue 
department. 
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in the following terms. ‘‘ There is reason 
‘to presume, that this was the policy of 
“ the ancient government; or why did they 
‘ encourage every European nation to fre+ 
‘¢ quent their ports by exempting their ex 
‘¢ port and import trade from duties?” I 
do not mean to go farther into any general 
considerations of this kind at present. Whee 
ther. we like it or not, a time will come; 
when they must be resumed. 1 shall never 
meddle with them, if I -can avoid it. The 
subject is not within my reach. What I 
alm at now is to obtain information, and 
chiefly concerning some matters of fact, to 
which the hon. alderman has alluded. He 
says, ‘*. that, in 1804, the sum paid by 
‘* neutrals, for only six articles, at Caleutta 
** alone, amounted to three millions; that 
*‘ the bullion imported into Bengal, by 
‘** those neutrals,.exclusive of that laid out 
‘* by the India: company, exceeded nines 
‘teen millions in dollars, and that the 
** importations of last year alone, amount 
* to 5,300,000/.”. In addition to all this 
importation by neutrals, we know that 
within -a very few late years, the India 
company have poured into Bengal and the 
other presidencies, a supply of specie, not 
far short of 7 or8 millions sterling.4 1 cannot 
precisely state the period nor the amount, 
because the returu-is not before us. ‘More 
or less, however, we are sufficiently certain 
of the fact. On these facts a question 
arises, which I am utterly unable to an-, 
swers It constitutes a problem, not only 
beyond the extent of any knowledge I pos- 
sess, but beyond the reach of my imagina- 
tion to resolye or account for. With a 
territorial revenue, greatly under-stated at 
‘15 millions sterling a year, and with. this 
immense influx of foreign specie, into Ben- 
gal particularly, bow does it happen thas 
there is no circulation of specie in Calcutta, 
or in any of the company’s other presiden- 
cies or settlements? No, not a rupee. The 
only medium of circulation, in all those 
principal places at least, is paper, and paper 
of the worst quality and most injurious to 
the government, that is, company’s notes 
or bonds, or securities,—the uame is im- 
material,—with a heavy interest, converti- 
ble at short intervals into capital. Now, 
I ask the bon. chairman of the court of 
directors, for no man is better qualified 
to instruct the house on this subject, 
what becomes of all this specie? Is it bu- 
ried? is jt re-exported? or how is it em- 
ployed? All we know is, that it vanishes 
and disappears, as fast. as itis imported, 
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My next question is, and very material it 
will. be found some day or other, where 
and how is all this supply of money pro- 
duced in the first instance? Does it really 
and bond fide belong to those neutral 
powers, under whose flag so great a portion 
of the foreign trade of India is carried on ; 
not only to the exclusion of British private 
traders, but, in a considerable degree, even 
of our charteredcompany ?_ Is it a question 
to be thought of with indifference, whether 
our own West-India islands shall be sup- 
‘plied with the manufactures of our own 
Bengal, as in fact they are, by American 
carriers? Is that immense carrying trade 
to be taken from the industry and naviga- 
tion of Great Britain, and made over to 
Sweden, Denmark, and America? I say, 
you must correct your institutions, if that 
be the effect of them. Again I ask, with 
what capital, with whose money, do these 
foreigners conduct this trade, to and fro, 
with our proper settlenients and colomes? 
Is it their own, or is. it British property? 
If it be the latter, as I suspect it is for the 
most part, why should we transfer the use 
of such a capital, and the profits of such a 
trade to foreign carriers? Is it rational 
that Britain should bear the whole expence 
and burthen of these distant settlemehts, 
and that the only return they can make us 
should be ingrossed by strangers? The folly 
of permitting such courses to be continued, 
is insupportable.—Another question de- 
serves the attention of this house. Where, 
in fact, are the cargoes of the ships in ques- 
tion, which are destined for Europe, dis- 
posed of ?, Where do they find their prin- 
cipal market? Is it in ‘poor Sweden, or in 
poor.Devmark, or in the ruin of Holland, 
or in the desolation of Germany? I do not 
believe it: no, sir, the real market is in 
the British islands. This conclusion at 
least is obvious and natural; common sense 
can draw no other from the facts that are 
known, and from all the appearances, until 
better information shall be received from 
sufficient authority. 

Mr. Charles Grant rose, and said: I do 
not rise, sir, to advance either of the ob- 
jections the hon. gent. (Mr. Prinsep) has 
anticipated, to the production of the pa- 

"pers he has called for, nor, indeed, to ob- 
ject at all to his motion, because my up- 
posit on to it might be misunderstood ; but 
I wish to subaiit some general observations 
on the subject on which these papers are 
intended to bear. ‘That subject is a very 
large one, namely, the extent to which the 
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private trade .of individuals belonging 
this country should be open betwéen 
Britain and India. It is not a gybig 
merely commercial, but involves a gi 
political question, the system by which op 
Indian empire can be best governed gy 
retained for Great Britain; that is to gy 
whether the intercourse between the ty 
countries shall be regulated on the pring, 
ples of our colonial policy, which give 
our subjects a free trade between our col, 
nies and the mother country, or by tly 
principles which bave hitherto made ty 
Kast-India -company the national 9 
through which India was to be governed, an 
the commerce between it and this county 
carried on.—This,] say, sir, is a great nation 
al question, in the determination of whigh 
may be involved the preservation of ourly 
dian empire; and, therefore, it is nota 
all to be decided by any results derived 
from such statements as the hon, gent, 
has called for; statements which, 

in a commercial view, would give but pa 
tial and imperfect information, insufficient 
even for just commercial conclusions @ 
the subject.— his great question, sir, wil 
not be best considered by bringing onthe 
discussion of it immediately in this how, 
with the minds of gentlemen not sufficiently 
informed or prepared for it. 1 am hu 
of opinion, that it is a subject for them 
ture enquiry and del:Leration of bis maje. 
ty’s government; who, alter fully infom 
ing themselves of facts, aud weighing the 
bearings of the proposed enlargementsol 
private trade upon the safe retentiond 
our Indian empire, will be best enabledtp 
bring just views of this subject before par 
liament. The preseut crisis, when then 
tion is engaged in the most arduous gttup 
gle, is not the time for entering into tt 
enquiry. it should be reserved tor a mor 
calm and settled period. The question 
of private trade was before the house some 
years ago, and an arrangement was thé 
agreed to, which is still in force The 
question must again necessarily come itl 
view whep the renewal -of the compatys 
charter is agitated, and that ought to belt 
a few years hence, because the charterhis 
now but seven years to run, and the com 
sideration of its reiewal should not bede 
layed till the eve of its expiration.—Ithi 
been argued that the trade of India is ope 
to all the subjects of Europe, except thot 
of this country. ‘This has never been @ 
ter within our controu]. ‘The maritimemt 
tions of Europe: had the privilege of tradi 





ut] 
ts in-India, as early as we had, 

some earlier. Our acquisition of territory 
there did not deprive them of their rights. 
Some of their settlements were without the 
e of our conquests ; those which were 
otherwise, were confirmed to them by trea- 
ties; and though the Indian continental set- 
ilements of the nations with which we are 
atwar, ure at present In our possession, it 
does not follow that they may not hereafter 
pe restored. Besides, we do uot regulate 
the trade of foreign Europe or America 
with our Indian territories on the princi- 
ples of colonial exclusion. We could not 
doso, or if we did, the nations who have 
no settlements of their own there, might 
‘shut out our Indian goods from their ports. 
Whetiever we are at war, all the neutral 
nations of Europe and America must carry 
op the Indian trade with more advantage 
than either the India company or the in- 
dividuals of this country can, They save 
war insurance which we must pay; they 
otherwise navigate cheaper, and they sail 
at the most convenient times. The Ame- 
ficans undoubtedly avail themselves of this 
state of things, and in a way contrary to 
the letter aud spirit of the treaty of com- 
merce and amity made with them in 1794, 
By that treaty, they were allowed a direct 
trade between our settlements in India and 
their own ports in America. They now 
cafry on a circuitous trade between India 
and foreign Europe, in violation of that 
treaty, and they even supply our own co- 
lonies with Indian commodities, ‘The East- 
India company are not to blame in this. It 
isasubject for the consideration of go- 
yernment, and they no doubt pay due at- 
tention to it.—In answer to the enquiries 
of the hon. gent. (Mr. Francis), I would 
observe, that the quantity of 19 millions of 
dollars, said to have been imported in the 
course of some years into India, probably 
includes the export of bullion from this 
country, making a considerable part’ of 
the whole; the rest must come from Ame- 
téaand Foreign Europe. ‘That there is 
litle circulation of specie in our principal 
Indian settlements, is true. Paper consti- 
tates the chief circulation there ; but in all 
the interior of our vast possessions, specie 
only circulates; the manufacturer, the pea- 
sant, the trader can deal with nothing else. 
A great proportion, therefore, of the im- 
ported bullion, being coined into rupees, 
No doubt, circulates in the interior of our 
Own possessions. But a part, I believe, 
foes to countries beyond them for the 
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purchase of the productions of those coun- 
tries, and does not return to us. In an- 
swer to the question, where the cargoes 
brought by foreigners from India are sold? 
[ apprehend in foreign Europe and Ame- 
rica.—But to return to the main subject; [ 
must repeat that no conclusion can be 
drawn from any insulated document re 
specting it. It is a very complex subject, 
and I must deprecate any discussion, orthe 
inference of any important fact from a paré 
tial view of it. Since the arrangement 
made respecting the private trade in 1801, 
many new facts have been established’ 
which the company will have to state; a- 
mongst others, that the enlargements since 
given to the private trade have, with other 
circumstances of the time, deteriorated the 
company’s sales of Indian goods 30 per 
cent. Perhaps when the subject comes to 
be investigated, it may be found that the 
question between the company and indi- 
viduals, as it relates to trade, is not en- 
tirely a question about lessening the share 
of neutral nations in the Indian commerce, 
and increasing ours, but partly a question 
about transferring to individuals a share of- 
the trade now carried on by the company. 
In a political view the question concerning 
the extent to which individuals shall be 
allowed to embark in this trade, must be 
connected with another question far more 
important, whether India is to be govern~ 
ed on colonial principles, or by the more 
restricted system now in force? a question 
which I conceive involves the safety of our 
eastern empire. ‘ 
Mr. Francis.—Sir, on one topic only L 
beg leave to explain myself. I am not at 
all satisfied with the explanation -given ‘by 
the hon. director, in respect to the specie, 
which, if it existed, ought tocirculate gene-} 
rally through the provinces. He admits 
that there is little circulation of specie in 
our principal settlements. But he affirms 
“ that a great proportion of the imported 
“ bullion, being coined into rupees, no 
‘¢ doubt, circulates in the interior of our 
‘“own possessions.” This solution of the 
difficulty seems to me full as extraordinary 
as the difficulty itself. If any great financier 
was to inform this house that, although 
there was not a guinea or a shilling to be- 
seen in London or its neighbourhood, there 
was a plentiful circulation of both in Scot- 
land, in Yorkshire, and in every part of the 
kingdom, at the distance of 50 or 60 miles 
from the capital, what would you think of 
his veracity or his intellects? Is it physi- 
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cally. possible that the blood can circulate 
at the extremities, and never return to or 
pass through the heart? But I doubt the 
fact, and for this plain and unanswerable 
reason. Admitting. that lord Cornwallis 
could, find no money at.Calcutta to pay the 
arrears of the army, still, on the principle 
of the present, explanation, he might have 
found money enough in,the districts. He 
might have raised such a sum as 200,000/. 
at least; and then he, would net have been 
reduced to the deplorable necessity of taking 
that amount a secoud time in his own life, 
out of the company’s ships, and changing 
its: destination, from the provision. of their 
investment in China to the payment: of 
the army on the frontier of Oude, or on the 
barks of the Jumna. 

Mr. Bregden supported . the motion; 4s 
he thought the whole of this important 
question should be fully examined. He 
had himself, last session, proposed to bring 
forward a motion the same, if not in\form 
at least in substance, with that then under 
consideration, but had abandoned the idea, 
as-he was not certain of support to give ef- 
fect to his proposition. 

Mr. Atkins supported the motion; and 
suggested the propriety of producing an 
account of the total value of exports from, 
and imports into the East Indies, distin- 
guishing the share of each nation engaged 
ww the trade. 

Mr. Secretary. For had some doubts on 
the subject of this motion. The hon, di- 
rector had said, that the production of this 
paper would not be sufficient to enable the 
louse to form a complete judgment on the 
whole. case, without the production of other 
documents, If this paper would lead only 
to. .an imperfect or premature opinion, he 
should certainly feel strong doubts of the 
propriety of granting it. Had'the hon. di- 
rector stated an intention to move for other 
papers, in order to bring the matter fully 
and impartially before the house, be for 
his part could see no reasonable ground of 
ebjection to its production ; but as the case 
stood then, he did not think it right to 
grant any paper that would have the effect 
ef leaving an imperfect impression on the 
niinds’of those who should consult it. Such 
it appeared was the opinion of the directors, 
and he could not help thinking, that that 
housé and the country was fully willing to 
give to the judgment of that bon. board all 
the‘ confidence to which it was entitled. 
But independently of their opinion, the 
hon. mover himself bad not stated any 
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ground of necessity for the production gy 
this paper, or that he meant to take, 
proceeding upon it. He had indeed stag 
the contrary. There was another pgj 
connected with this motion which the hgp, 
mover had perhaps in contemplation why 
he brought it forward: he meant the cay, 
ing trade of America. That this subj 


iwas now under consideration elsew 


was tolerably notorious, It was notly 
believed, unknown to any one who hear 
him, that a representation respecting jt hal 
been made to his majesty’s govt. on thy 
part of the United States. This represg,, 
tation was under discussion, and eVErY tg 
cessary information would be sought iar; 
but not, however, from any papers tol 
laid on the table of this house; notdioy 
any document of the nature of that among 
for by the hon. gent.; but by applicatign 
to all those who were most intimately ges 
quainted with the subject at issue. Minig 
ters would look for ,uowledge to aid, thei 
judgment through the proper. channel 
Among others, the directors of the Indy 
company would of course be resorted to; 
but upon a question of such delicacyand 
importance, vo imperfect document would 
be trusted to, such as this motion proposed 
to influence the judgment of that house,,, 

Mr. Priasep stated his only object tok 
to bring an important fact before the hous, 
out of which a very serious question would 
naturally arise, namely, whether the sub 
jects of this country had such a sharegl 
the profits of the commerce of Indias 
was sufficient to atone to them for.the in 
cumbrance to which they submitted forthe 
maintenance of that territory ; and whether, 
if the same system was pursued, the tem 
tory would be worth holding? ‘The bon 
chairman had stated his opinion to 
that this country could never successfill 
contend with foreigners in the cota 
trade; if so, it followed, that neutrals, # 
such free access to India as they now por 
sessed, must inevitably carry off all thi 
trade, except the slender portion which tit 
imperial commerce of the company enablee 
them to support: He happily entertained 
a more cheering. confidence: experient 
had taught him, that raw materials, pi 
duce of various kinds, and coarser COth 
modities than the assortments in whit 
the company traded,—though more bully 
and therefore more beneficial to thesuppat 
of our carrying trade,—that those very alt 
cles in which foreigners now dealt alma 





exclusively, might be brought home by 
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British traders in their own ‘smaller-sized 
and cheaper-equipped vessels, with consi- 
derable. profit to.the trader, and to the 
at advantage of the revenues of this 
‘country. A sufficient supply of the raw 
instead «of the manufactured material, 
would accelerate the period which he saw 
approaching, when the natives of India 
shall be supplied with cloth made here of 
their own cotton, leaving to the mother 
gountry all the profits of freight, agency, 
commission, insurance, and manufacture. 
Allthese and many other beneficial results 
‘would follow an extension of the privileges 
of the private trader, if no time was lost 
in taking up the question to which his mo- 
tion paved the way. The hon. member 
felt himself obliged to bend to the high 
authority on the treasury bench, but still 
he would contend that the document he 
moved for would answer every purpose. 
if it did not, howéver, it was easy for the 
hon. director, or any other person, to move 
for such further papers as might be deemed 
necessary. ‘The declining to do so, and 
still opposing his motion, he could not 
avoid thinking, shewed a disposition to 
blink the question. 
Lord Henry ‘Petty said, it was always the 
wish of his majesty’s ministers to give every 
species of information which could lead to 
ay distinct object or practical conclusion, 
It would, however, evidently appear im- 
proper, that there should be any discussion 
in that house, upon poiuts of so. much de 
licacy, and which were now the objects of 
important discussions elsewhere. But as 
there could not, with propriety, be any dis- 
cussion in that house, upon those points, 
he thought it would be the best way of get- 
ting tid of the motion by proceeding to 
the other orders of the day. He, therefore, 
Without any disrespect to the hon. alder- 
man, thought it his duty to move that the 
other orders of the day be now read. 
“Lord Castlereagh was of opinion, that a 
tommercial question of such magnitude 
and importance to the interests of India, 
and of this country, should not be brought 
before the house on any partial statement. 
Ifthe question were to be examined by the 
House, it should be on much more general 
routids. The principal reason, however, 
ich’ made ‘him concur with the noble 
lor who had moved the order of the day 
Was;'that he must most seriously deprecate 
ay ‘discussions in this house, which might 
#all influence, or prejudice, the discussion 
Won those points which were now the 
5 


PARL. DEBATES, Manen 14, 1806.—Ordnance Estimates. 





[446 


subject of negociations cartying on by his 
majesty’s ministers. There would be tio 
use in the production of those papers if 
no discussion was intended, as it was in the 
power of any individual member to get the 
information that those papers would con- 
vey, either from one of the directors or any 
person connected with the East-India com- 
pany. He hoped his majesty’s ministers 
would proceed in those important nego- 
clations with all that temper and forbear- 
ance which ‘was due to a country whose 
interests had been so long connected with 
ours; and at the same time with that firm: 
ness and decision which were due to the 
rights and interests of this country, and 
without which our commercial relations 
could not subsist, either with America or 
any other country. He should wish ‘this 
subject to be left to his majesty’s ministers 
inthe most comprehensive manner. There 
was one idea, however, he should venture to 
suggest, which if ‘he had continued long- 
er in office, he had intended to have car- 
ried into effect. He thought there might 
be an account of the Indjan exports, ime 
ports, aud the amount of the carrying trade, 
laid before parliament annually, in the 
same way that the account of the exports 
and imports of Great Britain were. Such 
an annual account would give to the house 
information of great importance with re- 
spect to India.—Mr. Alderman Prinsep, 


after a few words of explanation, withdrew 


his motion. 
fMitirary Estapttsuments.] Mr, 
Windham rose to give notice of his inten. 
tion to move on Monday for leave to bring 
in a bill, for regulating the trade and coms 
merce with the Cape of Good Hope. The 
right hon. gent. said, he would take this 
opportunity of stating, that he hoped in 
the course of the next week, to be able to 
fix a day for bringing forward the subject 
for which the hon. gentlemen were so im- 
patient, and about which the country at 
large was naturally very anxious. He sup- 
posed that on Monday se’nnight he should 
be able to submit to the house the mea- 
sures:which his majesty’s ministers meant 
to propose for the Defence of the Coun- 
try; but this he did not mean to have fow 
entered on the journals as a forma! notice. 
Mr. Canning wished to know whether the 
repeal of the Additional Force bill was to 
be among the measures to be proposed ?—= 
Noanswer was, however, given to this ques- 
tion. 
[Ornpwaner Estimates.] The house 
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having resolved itself into a committee of 
supply, 

Mr, Calcraft, in preceeding to move the 
Ordnance Estimates for the year, expressed 
a hope, that in future years considerable 
deductions might be made from the amount 
of the present expence of this department. 
_The estimates of this year-for Great Bri- 
tain were less by 300,000/. than those of 
the last year; but a large and necessary 
establishment for Ireland increased the 
expence in that country, so as to counter- 
act this reduction in a considerable degree. 
There was, however, still on the general 
account a diminution of 180,000/, He 
moved, ‘ that a sum of 2,957,1817. 6s. 6d. 
be granted to his majesty, for defraying the 
charges of ordnance for land service in 
Great Britain, for the year 1806.” 

Mr. Wellesley Pole, on examining the 
estimates now moved, found them precisely 
the same with those prepared by the late 
board of ordnance. There was merely a 
difference in a few items, the totals of which 
were not made up when the late board was 
in office, making the whole amount of the 
estimates about 7000/. more than the late 
board had made it. He thought it right 
to state, that these estimates were the es- 
timates of the late board, adopted by the 
present, and hence he inferred, that the 
present board had not only found the esti- 
mates correct, but the general systein of 
the late board wise and good. ‘The reduc- 
tion of $00,000/, on the British establish- 
ment was made by the late board. The 
increased preparations in Ireland, which 
the hon. gent. had acknowledged as just 
and necessary, were also adopted. by the 
ate board, The merits of the prospect of 
further reduction held forth by the bon. 
gent. were also due to lord Chatham's ad- 
ministration, whose attention and ability, 
with all the regard to economy which the 
actual and proposed reductions announced, 
had placed the country in a state of defence 
in which it never had been before; and of 
which the present board, with that good 
management he was disposed to give them 
credit for, could not fail to make use of 
for the public honour and advantage. He 
was sure the hon. gent., in omitting to do 
this justice to lord Chatham’s administra- 
tion, had been actuated by no wish to sup- 
press the merit of that noble lord and his 
board, but that he merely felt it unneces- 
one go at large into the subject. 

r. Calcraft said, that he certainly had 
Do wish to disguise the merit of the late 
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board of ordnance. He bad contenteg 
himself with so short a preface to his yg. 
tion; because he understood that any dee 
bate this subject might give rise to way 
reserved till Monday. The present board 
of ordnance had certainly adopted the gg. 
timates they had found in preparation jy 
the office. They had of course adopted 
the system contained in the estimates, Thi 
they had done because they found the 
works in many instances so forward, that 
unless nearly the whole cost of completing 
them were thrown away, it was expedient 
to finish them. There were also several) 
works in contemplation, which were cop. 
ceived by the late board to be essential tg 
the defence of the country; and whichit 
would be highly unbecoming in a new 
master of the ordnance to reject without 
due consideration. ‘The presevt board of 
orduance had, witbout absolutely adopting 
or approving of all the schemes, or thinki 
the whole system of the late board com 
pletely advisable, availed itself of the e 
timate prepared by that board,. reserving 
the power of carrying forward and sup. 
pressing such parts of the plans of the late 
board as it might hereafter think proper= 
The following Resolutions were then agreed 
to: “1. That 2,057,181. 6s. 6d, be granted 
to his majesty, for the charge of the office 
of ordnance tor land service for Great Bre 
tain, for 1806; 2. That 130,000/. be grant 
ed to his majesty, for the charge of the 
office of orduance for sea service for Great 
Britain, for 1806; 3. That 129,230, 15s, 
5d. be granted to his majesty, to replace 
the sum advanced by the exchequer ia 
Ireland for ordnance services in Ireland, 
to the 31st day of Dec. 1805, beyond the 
grants by parliament for the said service 
in the said year; 4. That 677,9761. 1% 
5d. be granted to his majesty, for the 
charge of the office of ordnance in Ireland 
for 1806.” 
[Excuzequer Biuzs.] Mr. Vansitiart 
said, he meant to propose a resolution for 
liquidating the exchequer bills, the a 
counts of which had been referred tote 
committee. There was a sum of 8 milliot 
consisting of an issue of 5 million, anda@ 
issue of 3 million in the year 1804. Thett 
was another sum of 2} million issuedil 
1804, and replaced by a fresh issue last 
year. It was now proposed to pay the# 
bills off, but whether by fresh exchequét 
bills, or by other means, he was not pit 
pared to say, till.the Ways end Meatt 
should be considered; though he beue 
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itwould be found more desirable to pay 
them off by exchequer bills, There was a fur- 
ther sum-to be provided for, to the amount 
of 1,500,000/, being part of 3 million ad van- 
ced by the bank, in 1798, one half of which 
had been since paid, and this other half 
had been renewed, and remained to be 
provided for now.—The following Resolu- 
tiogs were then agreed to: I. * That 8 
millions be granted to his majesty, for 
paying off and discharging the exchequer 
bills made out by virtue of an act, passed 
inthe last session of parliament, for raising 


the sum of 8 millions, by loaus or exche- 


quer bills, for the service of Great Britain, 
for 1805, outstanding and unprovided for ; 
9, That 24 millions be granted to his ma- 
jesty, for paying off and discharging the 
exchequer bills made out by virtue of an 
act, passed in the last session of parliament, 
for raising the sum of 24 millions, by loaus 
or exchequer bills, for the service of Great 
Britain, for 1805,. outstanding and unpro- 
vided for; 3. That 14 million be granted 
to his majesty, for paying off and dischar- 
ging the exchequer bills made out by virtue 
ofan act, passed in the last session of par- 
liament, for raising the.sum of 14 million 
by. loans or exchequer bills, for the service 
of Great Britain, for 1805, outstanding and 
uoprovided for,” 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
no Monday, March 17. 
/{Minures.] The marquis of Blandford. 
was introduced, agreeably to his new-crea- 
tion of baron Wormleighton, with the usual 
formalities, sworn, and took his seat. His 
lordship’s supporters were, the earl of Gal- 
loway, and lord Grenville. —The Marine 
Mutiny, the Irish Malt Duty Regula- 
tion, the Greenland Ships Quota, and the 
Comm Exportation bills, were severally read 
43d time and passed. 

[Wootten ManuractTuRE SUSPENSION 
Bit.) Earl Spencer moved the second 
teading of the Woollen Manufacturers’ bill. 
The noble secretary of state prefaced his 
motion by adverting to the importance of 
the subject of which the measure now \pro- 
posed made.a part; the necessity that ex- 
sted for the bill’s passing into a law, as 

¢ existing suspension bill. would shortly 
pire; it was that alone which induced 
the bringing forward the present bill, which 
Went to continue the suspension bill for a 
Year longer. In the interval, the general 
subject, he hoped would, the proceedings 
fing already in train in another house, 
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-be thoroughly investigated, and such steps 
taken in the present session, as would be 
attended with beneficjal effects. . In the 
mean time, under the circumstances of the 
case, their lordships must be aware of the 
uecessity for the passing of the bill, and 
on that ground he moved the second. read- 
ing of the bill. 

Lord Auckland said a few words gene 
rally in support of what had fallen. from 
the noble secretary of state; and, in addis 
tion, adverted to some proceedings which 
had taken place upon the subject, in the 
committee of the privy council, appointed 
for the consideration of such topics, 

Lord Grenville followed on the same 
side. He seemed adverse to the prin~ 
ciple of bills of the kind, but in the inter- 
val of the general subject of the woollen 
manufacture being thoroughly investigated, 
and @ general law framed for remedying the 
evil complained of, a measure of the:-kind, 
merely to avert a greater evil, was deemed 
necessary ; and nothing~but the peculiar 
circumstancesof the case, couldinduce him 
to support the bill. —The-bill was then read 
a second time, and ordered to be printed. 

[Discovery or Trurn Birt.) The 
order of the day, for their lordships going 
into a committee on the bill for the more 
efiectual discovery of Truth from Witnesses, 
being read, 

Eurl Stanhope rose, and. observed, that 
an opinion had been suggested to him, and 
in which he most cordially agreed, that 
the best way would be to refer the bill in 
question to the consideration of the judges, 
with instructions to frame it, or to draw up 
unother bill, so as to answer its purpose; 
He had been told, on a former night, that 
his bill was in acrude state; now, that 
was what he should like to debate, either 
in a committee, or out of a committee; 
on that head, however, he thought he had 
‘gained a victory over.a noble and learned 
lord the1i absent. On the whole, he thought 
it was best to submit the present bill to the 
judges, as a more important subject than 
that to which it referred, could not exist; 
it was the. more necessary, because their 
lordships had, to a bill,very properly in. 
troduced by his noble friend on the wool- 
sack, tacked certain provisions, suggested 
by another noble and learned lord, which, 
instead of improving the bill, only rendered 
it obscure and unintelligible, and which 
in the pending stage of the bill, ought to 
be rejected, in order to reduce it to its 
original, clearness. ._In . the view, and for 
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the purposes, he had stated; the noble ear! 
moved: to: adjourn the comniittee on the 
bill: till this.day three weeks, 

Lord Etlenborough observed, tliat he-as- 
seuted to the proposed adjournment of the 
consideration of the bill, with the hope 
thatthe bill, as. presented: by: the noble 
earl, whether a crude bill or not, would, 
in that interval) receive that due and ma- 
ture consideration, whicly one of its import 
evidently required. As the bill now stood, 
he was one of those who thought, that were 
such a law enacted, it'would tend tolet out 
truth:in one instance, and close the door 
on it afterwards; it would, therefore, be 
productive of great mischiefi He hoped 
the: nobleiearl, in the interval’ proposed, 
would: better consider the subject, and pre- 
sent it in quite another form; and, fartlier, 
that when it should come to be considered, 
the point) whether the lords spiritual or 
temporal should: have: the priority: in. the 
bill, would form-no part of the discussion. 

: ad 
HOUSE’ OF COMMONS, 
Monday, March 17. 

{Minvures.]) On the motion of Mt. 
Manning, the London Wet Dock bill was 
read-a second ‘time andiordered to be coum- 
mitted.—Sir Stephen. Cottrell, one of: the 
clerks-of ‘the privy. council, presented to the 
house two books, containing “ a Copy’ of 
the return or: returas, madeto the privy 
council: by:every: archbishop and bishop, of 
the names ol every dignity, prebend; bene- 
fice, ddnative, perpetual curacy, avd paro- 
chial'‘chapelry, within: their-respective dio- 
ceses, or subject to their respective juris- 
dictions, and the names of the several per~ 
sons: possessing: the: same who shalt not 
have resided. thereon by reason of’ any ex- 
emption. under or by: virtue of the act of 
43Geo. lilo c. 84; andalso of'all the per- 
sons possessing the-same, not having any 
such exemption or licence, who shall not 
have resided on such dignity, prebend, 
benefice, donative, perpetual curacy, or 
parochial chapelry, so far as the. bislop is 
informed thereot:” Ordered to lie on the 
table. —Mr. Itving, the inspector-generalof 
the: imports and exports, presented the 
accounts of the! exports to the island of 
Tortola, andthe orders of councilrelative 
thereto, which were moved for by Mr. 
Rose. Ordered'to be: printed.—On the 
motion of lord Henry Petty, a new writ 
was ordered for Jedburgh, in the room of 
Jobn Dalrymple, esq. who,since-his election 
had accepted: the office of steward: of’ bis 
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pmajesty’s Chiltern hundreds.—The Mutiny 
bill, the Englisty Militia Pay bill; the Milltly 
Subaltern’s bill, the Militia: Adjutantg? py 
and the Irish Militia pay bill, weré severally 
read a third time, aud passed.—Mr, Alden 
man Prinsep rose‘to' give notice, that early 
in the next session he would move fopy 
committee to be appointed to enquire igg 
the state of the carrying trade of Brith 
India, unless it should be intimated to hi 
before that period, that the proper boa 
had‘taken that important subject into they 
consideration.—-Mr, W. Wynne obtaine 
leave to bring in a bill to atnend the’ acto 
last’ session, appointing commissioner 
enquire into the abuses in the paving; d@ 
of Dublin. oi 
(Iris Miterra Serviee Biv.) 
the question, that the Irish Militia: Sq 
vice bill be read a second time, dd 
Mr. Whitshed Keene rose to offera fewoh 
rervations. He lamented, that the meagi 
proposed tu be adopted, in 1798, forthe 
English militia to volunteer their servic 
in Ireland, and the Irish in England, had 
not been carried into effect. It had -beeh 
80, indeed, in a partial degree, by sting 
English regiments of militia, but notatial 
by the Irish, which he was vexy sorry fory 
as the Irish militia; by coming here) would 
see how much was done by: industry, “and 
would receive a'good impression of its at 
antageous conseqrences. In the north of 
Ireland, he said, the people were natur 
ly industrious; and, from-being-so, hadae 
quired property, and’ he believed’ them 
thereby strougly ‘attached: to the: limite 
monarchy of this country, and not liable 
to be led away by any splendid promises, 
that’might be teld out to them by thei 
veterate foe of the united Kingdoms, dnt 
his satellites, incase an invasion showld tilt 
place. ‘In the southern and’ western ‘pats 
vf Ireland, it was, however, different; 
‘there’ the people were poor and’ ignortit, 
and, in géneral, without property. | 
people were apt’ to: be led astray’ by tdlé 
stories, and promises-of having land'givét 
them for their services, and might‘be inde 
ced’ to join an invading enemy. 
would, therefore; be better im Engiatt; 
where they would be of real service, it@ 
military capacity, and‘ the militia of Eng 
jand would be a certain security for thea 
fence of Ireland. ‘The legislative’ 
of union had taken place; a measure whit 
he voted for, and hoped would, in the ent 
be productive of the happiest effects; 08 
it’ was’ impossible: an~ act of paritame 


¢ 
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¢ould eradicate old prejudices, and those} 
who. were poor and ignorant would, as he! 
pad'before Stated, be iliable ‘to all ‘the bad 
efiects of those pre} udices, which might ibe 
gemoved:by their being sent from home. 
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/muneration to them for their labours, These 
Civil Commissioners had ‘beet appointed 
but three months, and at the expiration of 
that period application ‘was made to par- 
liament to place the sum of 20,000/. at 





At the breaking out of ‘this »war, he said, 
the government had resorted to a measure 
of raising sea dencibles, a measure which 
might do very well in kngland, but would 
not imdreland. ‘There were, however, m 
freland, many men upon the ditierent 
goasts who were employed in a variety of] 
small craft. Some naval officers had been| 
yed by government to make a survey 
‘ofthe coasts of Ireland, and im domg so | 
shad found, in the various harbowrs, 
creeks, and. bays, a body of not dess than 
40,600 men, employed in craft of ditferent 
kinds; who might, perhaps, become valua- 
ble assistants to an invading foe. He 
those men might be embodied and} 
bropght over to this country, with great ad-| 
vantage, to act in the capacity of sea fen- 
cibkes. There would also.a farther bene- 
ft result from employing them in this way. | 
When the fertility of the Irish was consi-| 
dered, it was not going too far to estimate | 
ahose men having families of five or six 
each; so that you would, in time,,add to 
the population of the country, from 50 to 
4000 people. The hon. member men- 
tioned several other good consequences 
which he thought would result from their 
mixing the Irish with the English militia, 
and hoped the bill would be productive of| 
the mostsalutary effects. —The bill was then 
readasecond time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to-morrow, 

{Commission of Navazt Revision.] 
Mr. Whitbread, in pursuance of the notice 
which he had given, rose to submit to the 
house his motion on this subject. He said, 
that it must have been observed by the 
house, that in the ordinary estimates of the 
wavy which had been laid on the table of 
the house by the member of the late admi- 
nistration, whose department it was to do 
s0then, was an item of 20,0004. stated to 
be forthe purpose of defraying the expen- 
cesof the Civil Commissioners of the Navy. 
dt was extraordinary that no information 
Was contained in the body of the estimates 
of the intended application of that sum. 
The Commissioners of Naval Enquiry had 
‘at for three years, and bad been engaged 
during the whole of that time in an arduous 
S0urse of public services, which they had 
‘§ Most merivoriously performed, and yet no 
‘Provision whatever had been made for a re- 





their disposal, It was certainly just that 
all those who were employed by the public 
should ‘be paid by the public, ‘but there 
should be something hike ‘decency in the 
mode of the application, and something 
luke decency in the selection of the time at 
which such application was brought for- 
ward. In all former commissions of a si- 
milar nature, he wnderstood it was the 
practice to reward the labour when the 
task was accomplished : in this instance the 
remuneration was demanded when the 
work wus scarcely begun. He was far from 
throwing any imputation’on the individuals: 
who composed this commission. On the 
contrary, he trusted that they would be 
emulous of the justly deserved reputation 
of the commissioners of naval enquiry, and 
that the result of their exertions would be 
correspondingly beneficial to the public; 
but he still thought it his duty to require, 
that the intended application of the sum 
that he had alluded to, should be explained 
to parliament, Supposing that they should 
continue in the performance of their duties 
for two years, their salaries would amount 
only to 15,000/, and there would then be @ 
surplus oj 5,000/.for any contingent purpose. 
He thought it but justice to the commis- 
sioners of naval enquiry, to observe, that, 
during the whole of their 3 years extensive 
investigation, including the expences of 
their journies at different times to distant 
ports, and other incidental charges, the 
whole amount of the public money spent 
by them did not exceed 5,000/. He should 
therefore move, “‘ that there be laid before 
the house, an Account of the intended ap- 
plication of the sum of 20,000/, forming an 
item of the ordinary estimate of his ma- 
jesty’s navy, for the year 1806; and stated 
on the said estimate to be for the purpose 
of deiraying the expences of the commis- 
sion appointed by his majesty for revising 
and digesting the Civil Affairs of the navy, 
in the years 1805 and 1806; together with 
any documents upon which such part of 
the estimate may have been founded ; also 
any Correspondence that may have passed 
between the aditiralty and any of the per- 
sons composing the said commission, on 
the subject of tlie same.” 

Lord Castlereagh had no objection what- 
ever to the production. of this accouut. 
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which would enable parliament to judge of 
the ‘propriety of the estimate alluded to. 
He would confine himself to a single obser- 
vation on one part of what bad been said 
by the hon. gent. which was calculated to 
throw an undeserved aspersion on the pro- 
ceeding in question, It had been the in- 
variable practice with respect to commis- 
sions of this anda’similar nature, that when 
they were appointed ‘by parliament, they 
were not remunerated until they had ac- 
complished the object of their constitution ; 
but when they were appointed by the crown, 
parliament would have a just cause of com- 
plaint, if application was not made to them 
for remuneration in the first instance. With 
respect to the amount of the sum in ques- 
tion, the hon. gent. had himself aecounted 
satisfactorily for 15,000/. of it. From the 
remainder would be paid the secretary; the 
clerk, &c. 
fectly right that the paper moved for ought 
to be produced, in order fully to explain the 
proceeding. 

Mr. Whitbread, in explanation, observed, 
that if it was the practice when a commis- 
sion was appointed by thecrown, to make as 
early application to parliament as possible 
for a remuneration, then the late ministers 
had been culpably tardy on the subject. 

Mr. Bastard--approved of what had been 
advanced by the hon. gent. and thought 
that the country was highly indebted to the 
commissioners of naval enquiry appointed 
by the house, and that it was but fair to 
shew that they practised the same economy 
which they recommended in their re- 
ports.. 

Mr. Wilberforce did not see the fairness 
of..comparing. the simple expences of the 
commissioners of naval enquiry, unconnect- 
ed with any remuneration, with the amount 
of the expences of the civil commissioners, 
united with their remuneration. He had 
understood from the noble person who was 
at the head of taat commission, that it was 
his. inteution to relinquish his-salary. 

Mr. Whitbread declared, that he had no 
wish to make the comparison just stated. 
If what the hon. gent. had said was’ the 
fact, as to the relinquishment of salary in- 
tended to be made by the head of the civil 
commission, that would add 3000/. to the 
sum to.be accounted for, — , 

Mr. Bastard afterwards moved for, *‘ an 
account, of the expences incurred by the 
commissioners .of naval enquiry in each 
year since the establishment of that board, 
specifying the items by which the same 
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He however thought it per 





[As 
have been incurred, to the end of the yew 
1805,” which was ordered. : 
[Orpwance Estimates.) Mr; Aly 
ander brought up the report of the oo, 
mittee of supply, containing the resolutiog 
respecting the Ordnance Estimates, Opi 
motion that these be read a second time, _ 
General Tarleton took this opportug) 
of making some observations, which jy 
felt it his duty to submit to the house, fj 
was very anxious to know the fate of wha 
had been so much ridiculed under the tj 
of the Parish bill, a bill which was ney, 
theless become highly productive, hay 
furnished in the last week 353 men. Ityy 
likewise important to ascertain the dey, 
mination of government with regan)y 
that very meritorious, very useful, and 
respectable body, the Volunteers, who hy 
been treated by a right hon. gent, (Mf, 
Windham) when he was on the oppositin 
bench, with such derision. He had-bey 
a military man thirty years, a great partd 
which had been spent in active duty; per. 
haps more would have been so, had ita 
been for his violent attachment to som 
gentlemen whom he then saw on the tre 
sury bench. He could assure the tig 
hon, gent. that their ideas of war materially 
differed. He was not for setting to wih 
all the formality of boxers, but of usin 
every stratagem and every means withi 
reach, . It was now near the end of Mart, 
and our: military preparations were stan 
ing still. Another right hon. gent. WM, 
Sheridan) had borrowed a naval cloak frm 
aright hon. friend of his (Mr. Canning), bi 
he had not found it warm enough to bringhit 
down to the house, to move for the reped 
of which he had given notice at an early 
riod of the session. He remembered tha 
righthon. gent.’s having compared a late 
ministration (the onewhich preceded thelas} 
to a team composed of black horses and bay, 
drawing different ways, by whom he'pr 
dicted that the state coach would he hig 
endangered. Heshould like to knowwhtl 
he could say of the present governmetl 
in which there were horses of all colou 
and ali descriptions, black, white, dun, am 
dapple, some pulling in one direction, som 
plunging in another, some kicking, othe 
prancing; no accord, no union, noth 
that could promise advantage to the coli 
try. With regard to the Ordnance ii 
mates before the house, they were ‘tt 
which had been formed by the late admit 
tration, unaltered and unimproved.’ = 
meant by this no imputation on the] 
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sent Board of Ordnance, on the head of 
which: particularly he passed a high enco- 
mium. In his opinion, the victory of Tra- 
falgar had made a material difference in thé 
situation’ of Great Britain. [rom that 
epoch we might consider the triumph of 
our navy as complete. We could not ex- 

t that the French would again dare to 


_ contend with us at sea, and we must there- 


fore look to carry on the war in some other 
way. ’ Unless some formidable continental 
confederacy could be formed to divert the 
attention of the enemy, we must expect 
about June, that the French troops would 
flock down to the coast, and in the flotilla 
with which their every creek and harbour 
‘swarmed, make some desperate experiment 
- upon this country. He bad no doubt that 
the best dispositions would be made to re- 
ceive them warmly, but he could not help 
suggesting the prupriety of not allowing 
Woolwich to be the sole depository of our 
meansofdefence. It behoved yoverument 
to take steps: to create some great central 
depot. It might be said that ‘one was 
forming at Wedenbeck, but this was not 
sufficiently central. He would advise one 
at Leicester, or Nottingham, im which every 
thing should be provided and ready for an 
army of 200,000 men. Under the present 
circumstances, should any contingency al- 
low the French to waft a Jarge body of 
troops over to our shores, it was very pos- 
sible. that the British army might be com- 
pelled to act at an anfavourable juncture, 
merely for the defence of Woolwich, which 
from its nearness to the coast opposite to 
France, and from the rapidity with which 
the. French troops were accustomed to 
march, would be in considerable danger. 
Every one knew the importance of a great 
arsenal. It was the capture of the Austrian 
arsenal in Vienna, that led to the treaty of 
Presburgh. No man would fight worse, 
because he knew every means were taken 
to ensure success to his exertions. Should 
central depét, such as he had recommen- 
ded, be established; should the French 
land and be enabled to advance, the coun- 
try might rely on the bravery of the people 
of the‘North, of the inhabitants of York- 
shire, of Cheshire, of Lancashire, who 
would thus have it in their power tocom- 
bat, and there could be no doubt, ultimately, 
to defeat the foe. After a brief recapitu- 
lation, he concluded by declaring, in the 
words of Mr. Burke, “ that he wouldrather 
be despised for too anxious apprehension, 
‘that ruined by too confident security.” 
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Mr. Culcraft said,-that instead of the 
question before the house, and the only 
regular one in discussion, the speech of 
the hon. general embraced such a variety 
of topics as rendered it extremely difficult 
to discover what was his principal object. 
He should not, however, follow him over 
a field so desultory and irrelevant, but 
confine himself to the subject of the Ord- 
nance Estimates; with the merit ‘orde- 
merit of which, those who had now the 
direction of that branch of. the-public ser- 
vice certainly had little or nothing to do; 
nor could they have the most distant wish 
of assuming to themselves any share of the 
praise or dispraise to which it might be en- 
titled, or to conceal from the house what 
every clerk in the offices belonging to:that 
department must know; namely, that those 
estimates were formed by their predeces. 
sors in office. They found them ready form- 
ed, and under existing circumstances, 
deemed it eligible to adopt them; and so 
far from depreciating their merits, -he was 
ready to defend their adoption, against 
any censure which might be thrown on 
them, ‘The noble lord now at the head of 
that department had found, that great ex- 
penditures had already been devoted to 
the establishment of old works and'systems 
of defence begun, which he deemed it much 
more eligible to complete and carry into 
effect, than to attempt the: erection or es- 
tablishment of new. With regard to those 
designs that had been only planned, but of 
which the execution had -not been begun 
by the former administration, he admitted 
that some of them had also been included 
in the estimates now on the table ; but the 
board did not therefore pledge themselves 
to abide by those plans. They might adopt 
them with exceptions, or reject some ‘of 
them entirely, as should appear most pro- 
per on farther deliberation,.or from the 
occurrence of new-circumstances. © In this 
case the money that had been destined:for 
those services might be returned-or voted 
to some other purpose, The .only altera- 
tion in the present estimate, from that 
which was formed by the late board of ord- 


‘nance, was an article against which the 


sum of 12,000/. was written; and’ compa- 
ring the same estimate for several prece- 
ding years, it had been found, on imspec- 
tion, that the laboratory. at Woolwich had 
annually exceeded 25,000/. It-had been 
thought therefore, that, contrary to the 
former practice, the. fairest way was; to 
bring forward that specific sum.in the esti- 
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mates atonce as necessary for thatpurpose. 
With regard to the removal of the depot 


from Woolwich, which the hon. member! 


seemed to advise, he confessed that it was 
not for him to decide on such a question. 
3t was @ military question of a0 inconsi- 
derable magnitude, and would require de- 
liberation. But this was not the only mi- 
litary depdt.in the country: there was also 
another arsenal, situated: nearly in the 
eenter of the kingdom, and for which a 
sum had been charged in the estimates; 
he meant the arsenal at. Wedenbeck; which, 
as would appear from the estimates, had 
mot been overlooked by the board. The 
hon. gent. concluded by repeating the rea- 
sons which bad induced the present board 
to adopt the estimates of the former, which 
wasa circumstance, he thought, that might 
have secured them from opposition. 
General Tarleton said he did not mean 
4o blame the present board, for adopting 
the estimates left them by the former. It 
bad. been bis istention only to inculcate 
the necessity of establishing inland depdts, 
for the security and accommodativun of the 
country in case of invasion. The arsenal 
at Wedenbeck, he represented as in a very 
defective state, not-a single cannon having 
been provided for the security of those 


Lord Castlereagh said, he rose from no 
intention to oppose the estimates now be- 
fore the hose, as they were the same that 
had been framed by his hon. friends for- 
merly in office. He was anxious to know, 
however, if the present administration bad 
it in contemplation to follow up that sys- 
tem of coast defence upou the Eastern 
east, which had been so strongly recom- 
mended by his late right hon. friend (Mr. 
Pitt), and which it was his intention to 

-have completed. He felt it necessary to 
mention this, as although it did not form 
an article in the estimates of ordnance 
framed by the late administration, and now 
brought forward by the hon. gent. yet it 
was fully in their contemplation as an es- 
sential part of the defensive system, and 

- would certainly have been proposed, had 
his right hon. friend, on his return from 

- Bath, been able to attend in his place in 

that house; for, in his opinion, there was 
no object more essential; because in pre- 
senting a strong defence on that point, 
should the enemy approach our coast, see- 
ing the impracticability of making any im- 
‘pression in that quarter, their efforts would 
- be thrown upon the flanks, in consequence 
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of which they would-be forced to traverse 
a cansiderable distance by sea, in endem 
vouring to direct their efforts to the north. 
ward er southward. In this case there 
would be great probability of their falling 


in with the Leavy ships of our navy, and 


being totally defeated. . He felt this point 
so important, that be wished seriously to 
impress jt upou the minds of his raijesty’s 
ministers, and to express lys hope that.np 
attention to a false or delusive econoimy 
would induce them to be sparing in thegxe 
penditure necessary for our absolute safe. 
ty. Indeed, from what he knew of the 
mind of the noble lord at the head of that 
department, he was convinced the impor 
ance of this consideration would be too 
deeply felt to stand one moment in com 
petition with an ill-timed parsimony. He 
thought it also necessary to’ say, with re~ 
spect to Ireland, that a plan of general de- 
fence was indispensible for the security of 
that country, and was also in the contem- 
plation of his majesty’s late ministers. It 
was certainly of the first importance to the 
safety of that island, that it should no lon- 
ger remain in a situation in which ap 
enemy, landitg with an effective force, 
might march from one end to the other, 


unimpeded by a fortified post of sufficient . 


strength to retard their progress. He there 
fore wished ministers might make up their 
minds to the necessity of a liberal expence 
to render that system fully adequate to the 
pressure of the occasion. . 
to agree with the hon, general who opened 
the debate, as to the propriety of dividing the 
depdts of ordnance and arms, and, iv pur- 
suance of this plan, a central depdt had 
been formed, in which particular attention 
had been paid to an adequate supply of 
small arms and of ammunition fixed and 
unfixed. 
forming the house that a train of artillery 
had also been added, fully manued and 
horsed ; but that the artillery for ournavy, 
with its appropriate ammunition, was $0 
ponderous as not to be very easy of te. 
moval, and therefore the principal depot 


‘still remained at Woolwich, with miner 


arsenals at Plymouth and Portsmouther 
He was sensible that this was meyely @ 
question on the Ordnance, but he would 
take the liberty, notwithstanding,of putting, 
a question to the right bon. geut, opposite 
(Mr. Windham), though rather foreign 
perhaps to the subject, © That right hop,’ 
gent. in answer to an hon friend of his, om 
a former evening, had. expressed h 


He was ready ~ 


He had also the pleasure of ia, 
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yather® ambiguously respecting the Addi- 
tional Force act. He had'indeed admitted’ 
{hat it would form no: part-of the’ plan he 
yas about to submit to the house; but he 
had'not’ stated explivitly if it-was in con- 
templation to repeal this’ act. So much 
eorvinced was’ he‘of the good effects of this 
att, and: so anxious for its continuance, 
that, should it not be-repealed, he thought 
the suspension, however unpleasant in the 
meantime, would be amply compensated 
by: its coutinuance’ and vigorous execu- 
tion, Atthe same time it beeame'an ob- 


‘wetto know whether the’ bill’ was’ to’ be: 


led or not, that’ those counties which 
hadnot conformed to its provisions might 
know in’ what situation they stood: For, 
the moment this bill should be discharged, 
without some legislative provision for the 
, those parishes that: had’ not raised 

their quotas would be indemnified’ from 
the penalties incurred by the’said act. This 
certainly would’ be highly unfair, and be 
doing an’ injustice: to those’ counties’ that 
iad'fulfilled their duty. But if it was in- 
tended, in-order to avoid this injustice; to 


take those parishes pay the fines‘ they had) 


jneurred, it was but: fair’ also to-put them 
ontheir guard, and to let them know the 

ty to which’ they were’ liable.. This 
would ‘also have the’ farther good effect’ of 
doing the bill that justice in the execution 
‘owhich it was entitled. The right hom: 
gent. therefore ought, not otily to: that 
house, but also to the public, to make'a 
positive declaration of his interitions. The 
noble lord then proceeded: to shew the 
sttength and vigour which this bill had ex: 
libited, notwithstanding the-disadvantages 
under which it had laboured from the pro- 
essed hostility of the’present administra- 
tion, Then adverting to the: Volunteer 


system, he maintained it to be impossible’ 


that*atiy thing: like a volunteer, whatever 
tight be the abilities of the right hon. 
gent., could look: without dread and dis 
codragement to ‘any counsels’ that’ he was 
supposed to influence, The noble: lord 
concluded by calling on the righthon. gent. 
16 declare’ more~ explicitly his’ intentions 


respecting the’bill; atd‘should the’bill be’ 
fepealed; if he ‘intended to levy the ‘fines 


othe’ deficient parishes according’ to the 
of the bill? On this and ‘other ques- 


Connected with «the: military’ defence 


ofthe’country, it was itidispensible' that‘an 
ittnediate determination should take place, 
aid'that the metr of: talénts, of which ‘the 
itW administrationwas said ‘to-be~ formed, 
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should’ hasten to exert those tuletits in @ 
way calculated to be of service to the péb+: 
lic. The patient might otherwise expire. 
before the state-physicians’ had made up 
their minds,’ as to thé prescriptions that’ 
ought to- be adopted. 

Mr. Secretary Windham said, that:a right 
hon. gerit. opposite’ him’ (Mr. Catiningy 
had, on’a former ottasiofi, expresed aa 
opinion’ that the’ new mitisters’ cught te 
have been ready with: their plari, in® the 
space of three days after cotting ite of- 
fice; but’ he surely ought: to have® consi-< 
dered, and the’ noble lord in’ particular’ 
should have repressed his’ impatience, - by* 


reflecting that the dilemma to- which! 


were reduced, and which wanted so’ rfueh! 
explanation, arose from’ difficulties which 
the noble lord himself and? his frierids» had 
created. Theit military’ system’ had*beert 
s0"bad, that it naturally’ produced’ these 
difficulties: The strong’ expectatiot® exu- 
pressed‘ on'the other side of the'hotse, of 
something new, was a'proof, eveif in thelr 
opinion, that something’ more effectual was’ 
absolutely required’ to-be' done: ‘Phe ‘rio?’ 
ble lord had’ very properly: coftipatred: thie® 
present’ military systeth ‘ té°a- sick patientt 
But’ who had reduced*the wretchéd/patient® 
to that languishing’ state? How cathe the* 
patient to:be' in‘ his’ present situation ?) Waa? 
it not the noble’ lord’ and’his: friends’ wits? 
had’ brouglit him’ to death’s. door?’ And 
yet, those who had brought the-country to 
that state; were riow loud it their reproaches- 
against their successors, fornot restoring the’ 
atient instantly to health: The noble lor@ 
ished to know; what ‘was to be done?: On: 
this‘ head it was very'difficult to-sutisfy hist 
enquiry: The whole of what ‘had beet’ 
urged‘on the other’ side came’to this; the’ 
entlemen: felt that’ they lad! brought’ the: 
a, into difficulties, and® expressed? 
their’ surprise that! ministers’should be'ss* 
lone in’ extricating® it from’ thems) Ab tor 
the’admbnition of the*noble lord) with res’ 
spect'to the other topics’ upomwhich' he 
had’touched, he had'only' to'say; thaethe’ 
attention of his majesty’s ministers would® 
be seriously directed towards thenw: | For 
thé other points’ on whieh" the! noble lord 
asked information, he had’ no! anewer’ te 
make ; not that he was’unprépared to give? 
the-answer, but becatise: he did* not ‘con+: 
ceive that the noble ‘lord’ had any-right! te - 
put\.the questions: - Hé' had nothing t6* 
dd; therefore, to what:he had ‘said before® 
Hadi subject} namely that thequestion! 
| vas under the consideration’ of yovern=’ 
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ment,and would, in due.time, be submitted 
to parliament... 

«Mr. Canning thought the right hon. gent. 
might ‘have given some answer to the ques- 
tion of -his noble. friend,; relative to the 
course intended to be pursued with regard 
to the penalties,. As the right hon, gent. 
had alluded to what: had fallen from him 
ina former debate, he, should briefly ad- 
vertto his speech, on that occasion. He 
had: never said, that, the right. hon. gent. 
had made any declaration,, that in three 
days, he.would produce a plan to meet the 
necessity of the times. The declaration 
he alluded to. was made before there was 
any prospect of an immediate change, on 
the first day of the session, when the right 
hon.:gent. had observed,.on a wish being 
expressed for some delay of the public 
business under. the circumstances of the 
moment,.,that. five days , delay. was the 
longest the military. system would admit 
of, _This.declarationhad beep made under 
circumstances of. a peculiar nature ;, and 
with, what feelings, he left the house to; de- 
termine; The right hon, gent. had wholly 
mistated the argument of his noble friend. 
He,assumed, that it was admitted on their 
side ofthe house, that.some remedy was 
necessary. » But in their observations they. 
did not compare the right hon. gent.’s mea- 
sure with their own, but.with his promises ; 
not with the system hitherto acted.upon, 
but with that which he, had. held forth. 
They,compared what he.was.to do, ;with 
what he had promised he could and, would 
do., A long delay had taken place: since 
the) accession’ of the right bon. gent, to 
power, and yet, he; did, not think himself 
called upon to make any previous declara- 
tion to the, house.and the country, of the 
measures he proposed; to adopt. But no 
person, who'had attended to the discus- 
sions in that-house for the last.four years, 
would think the application for informa- 
tion on such topics very new. It was par- 
ticularly to,be expected from ah adminis- 
tration, ;combiving, as had beei asserted, 
and,as they themselves represented, and 
what he was not disposed to, deny, all the 
talents; all. the abilities, and all the experi- 
ence and wisdom of the country, that they 
should; be ready to. bring forward . their 
measures, without much delay; The right 
hon. igent. .had proposed, many systems 
and.advanced many theories for the public 
service before he was in office, and yet he 
had been so long in administration, without 
either having made up his mind, or been 
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able to persuade his colleagues to agree 
his plan. If they were to agitate. thes 
questions with a view, to draw from the, 
right hon. gent. a premature disclosure of 
his measures, they would ill discharge thei. 
duty to the public. But it was to be re. 
collected, that the late ministers Wished. 
for a varied force; the right hon, gent, og 
the contrary, would have it all uniform, 
that is, of the description applicable to 
foreign service. Was. it not therefore 
alarming, that so much time should have 
been sufiered to elapse without bis having 
stated his intentions on this head? T; 
wished to, keep up the Volunteer fore; 
he, on the contrary, though he did notdge 
preciate or undervalue the Volunteers jp, 
dividually, had declared the whole system 
to be radically wrong. Was it not there. 
fore alarming, and was it not natural, for 
those Volunteers, who, in a military. view, 
had fallen under his suspicion, should be 
anxious fo know, as early as possible, what, 
measures the right hon. gent. meant to 
adopt with respect to them ? Anothersource 
of anxiety arose from the circumstances 
relating to the Additional Force bill,..4 
right hon. gent.. (Mr. Sheridan) high:ip 
the confidence of the present ministers, had, 
on the first day of the session given notice 
of ,a motion jor, its repeal, Was it not 
matter of great anxiety. to know the course 
that would be pursued with respect;to this 
measure? Another source of anxiety was 
the principle of responsibility being conf. 
nedito the individual, member of, the.admi- 
nistration, who was particularly concemed 
in, the.execution of measures. From this 
The aggregate, and 
not the individual, was the object. of, his 
confidence; and he.did. hope, thatthe pre 
sent. administration, though he could not 
say that he approved of the appointment 
of particular individuals to the departments 
they occupied, would be entitled, to his com 
fidence, because be saw that there was one 
great. ruling, spirit, one presiding, soul, 0 
guide, controul, and direct its measures 
As a war minister, he could not approve, 
of the right hon. gent., and he wassure that 
the opinion of nine-tenths of. the, nation 
was with him, Ifhe judged of hum accolt 
ing to. a standard which had been recoil 
mended in another instance, by estimating 
the future by the past, he saw no reason 
be satisfied with him in_his present,sita® 
tion... The right hon. gent. wished. 
nourish that fine free, the regalar = 
and to do.so by clearing away all the sur, 
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bish, for that had been one of his plans. 
her reason why he could not give his 
vonfidence to him was, a declaration made 
by himself, and which, without such decla- 
tation, he could impute to no man, that he 
had sat nine years in a Cabinet, though he 
disapproved of all its measures during that 
iod, excepting the war. 

‘Mr. Windham utterly denied the decla- 


ations that had been imputed to him. He 


had ipveighed against the measure of the 
ish bill, without pledging himself to 
bring forward any specific measure in its 
. That he had agreed during the 
nine years of his former administration 
with his colleagues in office in nothing but 
the war, he utterly denied having said, 
The war had been the-basis on which he 
had gone into power, and was what he had 
regarded as the bond of union with that: 
administration. Whether that conduct was 
right or not, it was not now a proper time 
to discuss. 

Mr. Whitbread said, he gave credit to 
the right hon. gent. who had just sat down, 
for that open and manly enmity which he 
had so early and pointedly marked to the 

tadininistration : he admitted also the 
indness of the noble Jord who professed, 
ina manner which one would be inclined to 
consider as rather a little insidious, that it 
was not his wish to press the right hon. se- 
cretary to premature explanations upon 
the plans incontemplation. Indeed he had 
said, that it would be highly imprudent 
for the right hon. gent. to disclose any part 
ofthose plans, and yet the whole of his 
speech was composed of questions pur- 
posely directed to extort that disclosure. 
The anxiety of the noble lord seemed par- 
ticularly manifested by his curiosity to 
know what was to be done with the Addi- 
tional Force bill, and by his extreme soli- 
citude, lest the same penalties and embar- 
Tassing exactions, to which one part of the 
country had been subjected, should not be 
extended to all the rest? He begged it, 
however, to be recollected, that the omis- 
sion of raising men in those parishes, was 
not owing to neglect, but to impossibility ; 
and that by much the greater number of 
them were unable to pay the fines they had 
thereby incurred. Rigorously to exact 
those fines would be a curious expedient, 


t prevent vexation in one part of the 


Country, and of jealousy in another. . The 
t hon. gent. who spoke last, was un- 


easy lest-the Volunteers should take alarm at 
the present suspence, as to what measures 


on. VI. 
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were to be adopted respecting them. He 
had the honour to be a Volunteer, and he, 
for his part, felt no such alarm, and he was 
confident also that no such alarm could be 
felt by the Volunteers in general, as friends 
to their country, in consequence of any 
uncertainty under which they might remain 
until ministers brought forward their sys- 
tem. With respect to the wonderful effi- 
cacy so recently discovered in the opera 
tion of the Additional Force bill, he begged 
to know on what authority the right hon. 
gent. made his assertion ? or how that bill, 
when administered by him and his friends, 
should be so unproductive, and yet so ef- 
fective now that they had ceased to have | 
the management of it ?. The hon. member 
said, he could not:speak from official docu- 
ments, for he had recourse to none; but 
he could speak from the authority of those 
who had recourse to such information, and 
tell the right hon. gent. that this recent 
efficacy in the bill was not the effect of its 
natural operation, but the work of crimps 
and recruiting officers, in turning over to 
the parish levies, men under size for the 
line and militia. In respect to the delay 
of which he had complained, six weeks 
only had elapsed since his right hon. friend 
had come into office; a period surely not 
unreasonable to require for investigating 
the whole military system of the country, 
and endeavouring to form a system free 
from those defects and blunders, with which 
it was fraught under his predecessors! As 
to the lecture of the noble lord to his right 
hon. friend, he should only-say, that if 
there was any mark to direct to the proper 
course to be pursued, it was to do the very 
reverse of what the noble lord had adopt- 
ed whilst he was a member of the admi- 
nistration, 

Mr. Secretary For said, that at another 
time, he might be inclined, to go more at 
large into the general topics that had been 


introduced into this discussion, but in the 


present instance he meant only to observe 
shortly upon some points that had been 
touched upon by the right hon. gent. op- 
posite, (Mr. Canning). That right hon, 
gent, had stated, that the preseut adminis« 
tration comprised all the talents in the 
country ; and he had.even stated it in such 
a manner as might lead to a supposition 
that they had so: represented themselves. 
He should be happy that the right hon. 
gent. would state on what occasion he had 
heard them, so, represent themselves. It 
was impossible, that they could have said 
ih 
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so, when they saw the right hon gent. on 
the other side of the house. It would be 
ridiculous in: any person to insinuate that 
ministry comprised all ‘the talent of the 
country, when the’ right hon. geht. was 
out of office. Not only the right hon. gent. 
but his colleagues on the same bench with 
him, had made such a representation im- 
possible, particularly by the display of ta- 
lent which they had already made in op- 
position. This declaration he (Mr. Fox) 
made for himself and his colleagues. It 
was possible some of the friends of the 
present administration, thinking too highly 
of their merits, might from prejudice or 
partiality have so described them, but he 
thought it was hardly for the friends of a 
right hon. gent. lately deceased, (Mr. Pitt) 
to be the first to object to that species of 
-compliment. He had never, so far as that 
right hon. gent. was concerned, observed 
the right hon. gent. opposite an enemy to 
panegyric; let him look to what he him- 
self had said of his late right hon. friend, 
and perhaps he would not think the par- 
tiality of friends so unwarrantable. With 
respect to his right hon. friend near him 
(Mr. Windham), the right bon. gent. had 
said, that he had no opinion of bim, nor 
any confidence in him as a war minister, 
and that 99 out of every 100 were of the 
same mind with him on this subject. This 
opinion the right hon. gent. immediately 
took as granted, and then went on—not to 
propose to turn him out—but to say, ** Be- 
fore you have fully matured your plan, ex- 
plain to me the nature of it.” Was it, he 
would ask, a fair inference of want of con- 
fidence, to require of his right hon. friend 
to tell them the nature of his plan out of 
time? His right hon. friend admitted he 
was not completely ready. In that case he 
presumed to think it extremely hard that 
gentlemen opposite should say, Answer us 
on a point on which you confess you are 
not ready. {t was pretty well known that it 
was the wish of the tight hon. gent. lately 
deceased, to get the friends with whom he 
(Mr. Fox) acted, to make a part of his 
(Mr. Pitt’s) administration, and that such 
endeavours had been used with his right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham), after he had 
made the speeches to which the right hon. 
gent. opposite alluded. It might, indeed, 
be said, that it was not in the contempla- 
tion of Mr. Pitt, to have given his right 
hon.’ friend the war department, but to 
have placed him in some other situation. 
If he (Mr. Fox), however, understood ihe 
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right ‘hon. gent.’ opposite, no change: 
place could have satisfied the right hon 
gents, or removed his objections to his ri 
hon. friend’s holding any citeatieny ak 
would have said, “ It.is not to the hea 
of the particular department that ] giv 
my confidence, but to the whole of ty 
ministry.” The right hon. gent. 

of delay.. It was‘not till the 7th of Feb, 
that his right hon. friend’s writ was moved) 
The right hon. gent. (Mr, Pitt), to whom 
he was convinced the right hon. gent, Op 
posite would not willingly impute delay, 
or any other bad quality, did not for foy. 
weeks after his return to power bri 
his Additional Force act. There the 
which intervened was nearly as long g 
in the present instance, There too, a gin. 
gle act only was to be introduced. Hey: 
there was'a new system to be founded; 
There, however, no objection of delay wag, 
started, neither were any premature enqui. 
ries made into the nature of the plan whic 
he intended to adopt. If there had beep 
any such, how awkwardly must that right 
hon, gent. have found himself situated iq 
declaring it to be built on a system such ag 
he himself had been decrying within’ the 
last three weeks! The right hon, secre 
tary declared that he could not figure aay 
reason for putting any question like the 
present, but a wish to embarrass. What 
good motive could the persisting in it pro 
ceed from, when his right hon. friend had 
stated that he was not quite ready to bri 
forward his measure? If he was guilt 
delay, why not bring forward against him 
a charge to that effect, and let his conduct 
be the subject of parliamentary enquiry? 
But what advantage could proceed froma, 
premature declaration, similar to that now 
required ? }‘rom what good ‘motive could 
the wish to procure such a declaration, 
proceed? He should only put it to the 
candour of the right hon. gent. himself 
If, before the plan of the military arranges 
ments now in agitation had been ready to 
be laid before the house, his right hom 
friend had at once moved for the repeal of 
the Additional Force bill, while ~—_ 
was ready to substitute iu its stead, wha 


Would he not have said; “ Here, thisis 
your haste to shew your triumph over the 
gentleman who is nowno more? 


you not have waited with patience, aad 


allowed the act to take its course till yor 
were ready with a substitute?” He woul 
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got have ‘been his conduct; and, if his] 
right hon. friend now said that this bill 
formed no part of his plan, did it not fol- 
low that this was not the time to investi- 
or discuss its merits ? 
" Mrs Canning, in reply to the appeal made 
te hiscandour, acknowledged, that if the 
Additional Force act had been repealed 
before the tiew system was proposed, he 
gould not only have arraigned it as:an im- 
ience to obtain a triumph, but also liave 
contrasted it with the conduct of his right 
hon. departed friend, who did not repeal 
the act of his predecessors, until he had 
asubstitute ready to replace it. For some 
, the right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) 
had been saying, that a proper system of 
defence might be formed by any other than 
drivellers, by getting rid of the existing 
jncumbrances ; but now it appeared, that 
he did not find the task so easy as he was 
in the, habit of representing it to be. 

Mr. Pereeval thought that. the different 
topics which had been discussed this night, 
wouldcome more pruperly before the house 
on a future occasion. He thought, how- 
evet, that it was hardly correct in the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Fox) to say, that it wasim- 
possible the question could have been put 
from a good motive, more particularly as 
his noble friend did not press his question 
concerning the plan which the right hon. 
secretary (Mr. Windham) had in contem- 

ion, but limited it as to the penalties. 

ishe thought was a reasonable and pro- 
per question, as, while it was suffered to 
femain in suspeuce whether they were to 
be levied or not, it acted with a double 
disadvantage. With regard to the expec- 
tation that had been said to exist on this 
side of the house, he denied it to be pecu- 
liar to. this side, and thought it not unrea- 
sonable, considering the pledges that had 
been-held out. The right hon. gent. hdd 
been in the habit of considering what had 
been done on this subject as mere drivelling, 
and representing it as necessary only to 
clear away the rubbish. It was not won- 
dertulthen that some disappointment should 
be felt when he was so backward with his 
plans. : For his own part however, he had 
met with no disappointment. He never 
thought the right hon. gent.’s plans would 
berealized. He never believed that better 
pling could be got than those now existing. 

Mr. For explaiued, that he ascribed no 

motives to any one, and had only said 
that he could see no good asic for those 
enquiries, 
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Dr. Laurence agreed with the hon. gent. 
who had just sat down, that this was not 
the time to enter into a discussion on the 
subject. He however thought the conduct 
of the gentlemen on the other side was so 
extraordinary, that he could not refrain 
from adverting to a few particulars. They 
had required his right hon. friend to make 
a statement of certain parts of his plan, 
when he had already: declared, that the 
plan he intended to propose, was not en- 
tirely arranged. It seemed as if their ob- 
ject was to induce him to make declara- 
tions, which hereafter might be stated as a 
eurb on his actions. But what man would 
be so absurd as to make declarations, when 
they were so likely to be mistated ? when, 
in the debate of that very night, such mis- 
representations: had been made. of former 
declarations? In fact, they could not be des 
pended on: and he thought his right hon. 
friend had acted wisely in avoiding them 
entirely.—T'be Resolutions were then read 
and. agreed to, 

[Arrairs oF Inpra.] Mr. Paull moved 
that an order of the house, of the 27th of 
Jan. last, for the. production of certain 
papers relative to the management of Affairs 
in India, be read; which being done, the 
hon.. member stated, that upwards of 9 
months ago, he had moved for certain pas 
pers, which. he intended to make the foun- 
dation of charges against the marquis Wel- 
lesley ; on the 27th of Jan, last, he had 
moved for other papers of a similar nature ; 
and on the Ist Feb. an hon. member (Mr. 
Wallace) had moved for certain other 'pa- 
pers, with a view of vindicating the noble 
marquis from the charges which he (Mr, 
Paull) intended to bring against him. With- 
out imputing it as any blame to the pre- 
sent ministers, he had to state it as a mat. 
ter of complaint, that though the papers 
which he had moved for had been ordered 
so long previous to the others, yet that 
these papers which formed the noble mar- 
quis’s defence, were in the hands of the 
members of the house, while those which 
he had moved for, aud which formed the 
ground of charge against the noble marquis 
were, iu a great measure, not yet on the 
table of the house. He therefore moved, 
“ that returns of the papers contained in the 
order of the 27th Jan. be made forthwith.” 

Mr, Wallace said,- he had - repeatedly 
stated to the hon. gent. the reason why 
these papers had not been before produc; . 
At the time the changes in-administration 
werelikely to take place, and that, of course, 

3 
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there was to be a great alteration in the 
board of controul, the gentlemen who com- 
posed that board thought it better to leave 
the papers; collected as they! were, for the 
inspection of those who.were to succeed 
them in office, and to allow them to exer- 
cise their discretion on, them. With re- 
spect to the papers for the defence, which 
were produced before the others, he had 
only to state that they were collected, and 
ready for printing,-at the time they were 
moved for, and were, of course, instantly 
laid before the house. 

Mr. For thought, that if the papers-for 
the defence were produced, and the others 
kept back, the matter should be explained. 

Mr. Hiley Addington said, that the papers 
with respect'to Oude, were so voluminous, 
amounting to 5 or 6 folio volumes, that 
though they were left ready by the former 
Béard of Controul, yet a considerable-time 
was necessarily consumed by the present 
board in examining into them, to ascer- 
tain whether they could with propriety be 
laid before the house. 

Lord Castlereagh said, that towards the 
close of the last session, when these papers 
were moved for, there was no backward- 
ness, on the part of the board, to bring them 
forward ; but they were so voluminous, that 
it was, impossible it could be done in the 
course of that session. When, atthe com- 
mencement of this session, affairs took a 
different turn, he was not ashamed to say, 
that, in consequence of the changes which 
were about to take place in the administra- 
tion, he, and those who then acted with him, 
left it to: their successors to examine into 
these papers, and consider of the propriety 
of granting! them or not, 

Mr, -Creevey said, the papers would be 
made out as soon as they possiily could. 

Mr, Kerr reprobated the idea of ygentle- 
men moving for papers of such magnitude, 
which were useless, inasmuch as few gen- 
tlemen read them. He reprobated the 
practice,of publishing papers relative to the 
aflairs of India, under pretence of ecrimi- 
nating the marquis Wellesley, as it disclo- 
sed to. the enemy much information, which 
might hereafter prove, mischievous to our 
India possessions.—The question was then 
put, and the return ordered to. be made 
forthwith. 

‘Mr. Paull then rose and said:—Sir; ] 
shall trespass very shortly on the patience of 
the bouse,.and I shall abstain, as much as 
possible, from any mention of the noble mar- 
quis, who is the object of my accusation: but, 
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sir, if I abstain from applying the ter 
think the conduct of that noble lord to} 

the naboh of Surat merits, it will proceed 
from no dread of the violence and asperity of 
a noble lord under me. (Temple), who ig 
so ready on-every occasion, to extend the 
broad shield of his protection, and thatofhig 
connections, to the character: of the lap 
governor-general of India.—Before I pip, 
ceed to lay the grounds for the charged 
have given notice of, I must detainoth 
house one moment, and call their atten 
tion to the grounds of charge already. on 
your table, which will show, that the papery 
L am this night to move for ure most ey 
sential, not only to establish the opprey 
sion and injustice towards the nabobief 
Surat, but to- prove a leading featureiiy 
the system which lord Wellesley acted :upoy 
from the hour of his arrival, until, by his 
removal, he was prevented from, further 
mischief, from further acts of injusticeand 
oppression. — There are now, sir, ‘the 
grounds of four charges against.that noble 
lord before the house ; the dethroningof 
the nabob of the Carnatic, the seizure of 
Oude, the illegal appointment of Mrs Wel. 
lesley, and that relating to the war.and 
peace with the rajah of Bhurtpore, The 
first was brought forward by a right hon, 
gent, (Mr. Sheridan) whois not now imthe 
house, but who stands pledged to the house 
and the country to proceed in the enquiry, 
His character is so high, his acquaintance 
with this subject so extensive, and the 
part he has taken in the investigationof 
Indian offences so well known, so honout 
able and so conspicuous, that it would be 
presumptuous in me to bring them tothe 
recollection of the house. I shall nota 
ticipate the contents of the Oude papers, 
or say any thing more. as to the appoint 
ment of the hon, Mr. Wellesicy, than that 
the declared, decided opinion of the Di 
rectors is on my side, both as to the ille 
gality and the expediency. of the appoint. 
ment ; por would.I now revert to the com 
duct of the war against the rajalvof Bhort 
pore and the peace with that prince, but 
to say, that, let his conduct be. proved to 
have been ever 380. treacherous, ever.s0 
abandoned,. ever so perjured, I reteact 
not a tittle of my accusation -against lord 
Wellesley, for that war and for. that peact 
—By the papers that are before the house) 
the dethronement of the heir of the bouse 
of the ancient and illustrious: princes 
the Carnatic is defended, on the score of 
the treasons committed by their allies @ 
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the English nation ;:the seizure of Oude 
and the’ appointment of Mr. Wellesley in 
cohsequence of the expediency of the mea- 


-gores, and the war in Bburtpore by its 


ystice, ‘and the’peace, asa boon from the 

manity of the late governof-general.— 
If the papers are granted this night that I 
shall move for, they will contain the proofs 
of the unjust assumption of the rights and 
revenues of a high and respectable prince, 
theirepresentative of many sovereigns, the 
faithful unsuspected ally of the English 
pation, against whom treason nor rebellion, 
nor'treachery, nor the stale plea of expe- 
diency; ‘can be urged in vindication of the 
acts.—I shall allude, sir, to nothing that 
has fallen from any hon. or right’ hon. 
gent.in this house, on any former occa- 
sions; but, sir, ] must say and state to this 
house; that declarations are abroad, and ‘in 
this house, that have'excited serious alarms, 
dismay, sorrow, and I would almost say 
despair, in the minds of every true friend to 


Jiberty, of every friend to justice. It is 


gaidy sir,’ that his majesty’s ministers: are 
toset their faces against retrospects of every 
kindeas to India; this, sir, I never can cre- 
dit; but should even that be the case, 


whilst I must deeply regret the circum-’ 


stance as being fatal to the ends of justice, 
yet still I shall proceed, in a cause which 
has lost me many powerful friends, made 
memany powerful eneiies; a cause in fact 
in which I have lost every thing except 
my consistency and my integrity. My ob- 
ject is retrospect, and again to show to 
bleeding irritated India and to Europe, 
whoseeyes are fixed on our decision, that 
if offences have been committed in India, 
that they will not pass unpunished, For 


. what, sir, I ask, was the emaciated worn- 


out Mr. Hastings brought to the bar of 
the house of lords? Wasit, sir, to in- 
fict.a punishment on that gent. worn out by 
433 years’ residence in a tropical climate? 
That certainly, sir, was one object, but tri- 
fing and contemptible, compared to the 
other grand objects that the illustrious cha- 


‘tacters had in view who managed that im- 


peachment. They, ‘sir, proclaimed aloud 
that their object was example ; that’ their 
object was, to warn all future Indian go- 
vernors from injustice, from oppression, 
from apprandizement at the expence of 
British faith and honour; they were to 
hold out to the latest posterity an example, 
that no talents however great, no character 

vever amiable\in some respects, would 
shelter the oppressors of the weak and the 
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invaders of the defenceless. “In conse 
quence of such principles; was Mr. Hast- 
ings brought to a trial.—Exclusive of the 
acts in your statute books, the impeach- 
ment of Mr. Hastings formed a new sys- 
tem for Indian government; that impeach- 
ment, sir, was a solemn declaration of the 
opinions of the’ representatives of this ha- 
tion; and en that system, the éver-to+be- 
lamented lord Cornwallis acted; he scorned 
to enrich himself or’ his employers, at the 
expence of British faith and honour; and 
whilst he lay expiring at Ghauziepore, he 
could say with truth, that the prince or 
the ‘peasant of Hindostan, from him never 
received injustice ; for his‘ acts, no Indian 
had ever cause ‘to’ put on thourning. | His 
worthy and hon. successor, lord’ Teign- 
‘mouth, followed the'same system: but, sir, 
with these ‘noblemen your system ended ; 
and what system was adopted by a noble- 
man who was a member of this house when 
the impeachment was voted; I shall not 
attempt at present to describe; suffice it 
to’say, the Carnatic has been seized, Oude’ 
divided, Furruskabad usurped, Surat’ in- 
vaded ; Bundichund, Rohillehund have‘ex~ 
changed their masters; the half of the Mar- 
hatta empire was added to the English’ 
possessions; in short, from-Cape Comorin 
across to the ‘Bay of Cambay, from’ the 
Bay of Cambay to Balasore roads, from 
Balasore roads to the frontiers of Tartary, 
hardly a spot is to be seen on the map of 
India, that does not bear the bloody cha- 
racteristic mark of: the’ East-India comi- 
pany ; and still no retrospect, it is said}is to 
be had, as to the causes of thé fatal events 
which we so much’ deplore.—If such, sir, 
is to be the decision of ‘this house, it is 
only for me to bow with deference ‘and res 
spect to that decision ; but if hope'is to be 
conveyed to India, and if a chance of pro 
sperity cat) be entertained, I hope the house 
will grant the papers Ihave this night 
moved for; and ifthey constitute crime, that 
this house will show to India and‘ Europe, 
that the same principles that induced the 
decision in the case of Mr. ‘Hastings, stilt 
survive in the British house of commons, 
I shall conclude, sir, with moving, ‘ That 
there be laid before this house; 1. Copies 
of all letters and enclosures betweén the 
late gov. gen. marquis Wellesley and the 
Bombay govt., relative to the privileges of 
the East-India company in the city of Sus 
rat, previous to the assumption of the 
rights and revenues of a prinée called the 
nabob of Surat, from 1798 to the conclu. 
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sion, of a. treaty with. that prince in 1800. 
—+2.Copies of the original draft or drafts. 
of:treaties forwarded from Bengal to the 
hon, J. Duncan, governor of Bombay, to 
be entered into by the nabob of Surat; 
with the instructions for carrying the same 
into effect.—3. Copy ofthe Treaty between 
the company of the nabob of Surat. in 
1800.—4. Copy of the correspondence be- 


tween the governor of Bombay and the} 


chief or resident at Surat, relating to the 
assumption, of Surat.—5. Copy of the mi- 
nutes of conference between the governor 
of Bombay and the nabob of Surat, his 
buckshee (a minister of state) or other of 
his highness’s officers or relations during 
the negotiation. —-.6, A Return of the 
Troops doing duty in the castle of Surat, 
with the distribution of the severa] guards. 
in Jan. 1800.—7. Copies of orders for the 
embarkation of troops from Bombay to Sus 
rat, from Jan. 1800, until the conclusion of 
the treaty; and of. all orders from the 
eommanding officers at Bombay to the offi- 
cers commanding at Surat during the same 
period.--s. A Return of the Troops doing 
duty.in the castle and town of Surat, with 
thei distribution of the several guards, &c. 
during the negociation of the treaty.” 
. Lord Temple, while he protested. against 
such voluminous productions without any 
specific reason being assigned, declared, 
that on the part of his noble friend the mar- 
quis Wellesley, he courted the enquiry. In 
the present instance, the papers were mo- 
ved for, merely for the purpose of fishing 
out a charge against his noble friend. He 
was, however, anxious that the papers 
should be brought forward, and that the 
marquis Wellesley’s conduct should be in- 
vestigated; indeed, he conceived, that it 
would now be doing no more than justice 
to that noble lord. . With regard to Surat, 
he would state ‘how that place was parti- 
cularly cigcumstanced. Previous to 1753, 
the nabobship of Surat had been, for many 
ears, in the possession. of one family. 
In 1759, a treaty was made with the then 
nahob, by which.the castle and fleet of Surat 
were put into the possession of the Faglish ; 
and in 1800, the marquis Wellesley entered 
into a treaty with the nabob, by which the 
latter was allowed greater privileges, and a 
greater extent of territory, than he had had 
for a considerable time before, together with 
a yearly stipend of a Jac of rupees. ‘The con- 
duct of the marquis with respect to Surat 
would be found irreproachable.—His lord- 
ship then.read as part of his speech, areso- 
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lution of thanks by the court of directors tq 
| marquis Wellesley for the very service which 
| was the subject of the present motion, .He 
concluded by saying, that if the hon, move, 
shad any regard for, and wished: to,serye 
and oblige, marquis Wellesley, he wouldadg 
lvise him to pursue his enquiry; andyif hy 
bad,any regard for himself, he wouldad, 
vise him to put his motions in his pocket, 
Mr. Hiley Addington observed, that when 
it was said by him or his noble friendytha 
they did not mean to oppose the produgtion 
of the papers, it was not to be understood thay 
jthey meant more than such papers, ag: werg 
proper to be laid before the house. , He 
then adverted to the transuctions concerp. 
ing Surat, and concluded by informing the 
house, that when these papers were Pro- 
duced, it would be necessary to bring for 
ward a great’) many more, the printing of 
which would take up much time, 

Lord Folkestone thought there was,sufi. 
cient ground laid for the motion, Ite 
peared from the statement of the noble 
lord, that, the noble marquis ‘had given 
something to this prince. If he had dong 
sogratuitously, what right had he. to assume 
such a power to himself? If He gave this 
to the prince of Surat, he must have taken 
it from some person. else. ; 

Sir Theophilus Metcalfe rose, and said i 
As the noble Jord.and my right hon. friend 
have correctly stated, the relative situation 
between the company and the nabobofSurat, 
it will not be necessary to go over thesame 
ground: [ will therefore confine myself to 
pointing out how far'the ‘subject of the hon, 
gent.’s charge against the noble marquis 
is cohnected with Guickwar,: And. here 
it may be necessary to state, for the infors 
mation of, those gentlemen who have nea 
ther time nor inclination to look into Indian 
subjects, that the Guickwar is one of the 
Mahratta chiefs who hold a part of Gugzt 
rat as a tributary to the Peishwa. In 1780, 
general Goddard, who commanded a Bet 
gal detachment on the western side of India, 
conquered a part of Guzzerat; and placed 
Futty Sing, the head of the Guickwar family 
in possession of the country, declaring bim 
independent of the Poonah Durbar.) Mn 
Anderson was sent, in 1781, to.concludea 
peace with the Mabrattas, and experienced 
some difficulty with the Madajee Scindia, 
about the proposed independency of Fatty 
| Sing ; but it was at last settled, and. the 
country ceded to him by gen. Goddard was 
guaranteed by the 8th article of the-trealy 
‘of Sulbey, subject only ta the peishcushyot 
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quit-rent. ‘On the death of Futty Sing, two 
prothers started as competitors ; and on 
that oceasion, Sir John Shore contended 
that the company had a right to interfere, 
and were bound to support the Guickwar, 
in consequence of the treaty of Sulbey. 
Gov. Duncan in 1800, having obtained from 
the nabob of Surat the sovereignty of that 
city for the India company, applied to the 
Guickwar to relinquish his claim of choute 
or tribute, and grant to the company 10 
or 12 miles of territory round the city of 
Garat'(to prevent the disputes which had 
frequently occurred from contending par- 
ties); and which Govindkow readily con- 
sented to, with warm professions for the 
English, and made ‘no other terms for the 
cession than to request he might have a 
hundred Bombay sepoys as an honorary bo- 
dy guard. When this cession was made, it, 
was thought prudent not to take possession 
of the country, as it might start a difficul- 
tyin the negociation then carrying on at 
Poonah by the governor-general. Govind- 
kow dying, the eldest son took possession 
of the musnud. He was soon dethroned 
by his brother ; who in a short time was dis- 
placed by the officers of the father, and 
the eldest son again appointed to the suc- 
cession, with a minister to manage the af- 
faitsof the Guzzerat. At this period both 
parties courted the British power, and a 
voluntary offer was made to the Bombay 
government, to confirm the cession of ter- 
titory and the relinquishment of choute 
which had been formerly made by the fa- 
ther. The consequence of these proceed- 
ings is, that the city of Surat, which con- 
tains upwards of $00,000 inhabitants, and 
lad for many years been in a state of 
constant broils and disturbance, from the 
city being under the government of four 
parties, the Nabob, the English, the Peish- 
wa, and the Guichwar, is now placed entire- 
lyunder the servants of the India company, 
who preserve internal tranquillity, and the 
city is increasing fast in riches and popu- 
lation.—Now, sir, 1 beg leave to ask the 
ouse, whether in these transactions the 
slightest blame can be cast on the governor- 
general, who had little more to do than to 
approve or disapprove the mneasures of the 
ay government? What has been sta- 

ted by the noble lord is perfectly true, that 
for Upwards of 50 years the company have 
lavariably interfered in the appointments 
of alt the nabobs of Surat; and the nabob 
setup in 1790, sat on the musnud for 10 


jeats, without any approval from the mo- 
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gul, and held his power entirely under thé 
authority of the Bombay government; and 
I can venture to assure the ‘house, that if 
they peruse all the records ‘of the Indid- 
house, that they will not find any matter 
that can throw more light upon the subject 
of Surat, than the members present aré 
now in possession of, The hon. gent. who 
stands forward as the accuser of lord Wel- 
lesley, has now laid two charges upon the 
table, namely the busitess of Bhurtpore and 
of Surat ; the house will judge how far they 
deserve the name of charges. What I com- 


‘plain of is, the extraordinary mode of pro- 


ceeding in this attack. The bon. gent. was 
no sooner seated, than he gave ‘notice of 
his intention to accnse the late governors 
general of certain offences, and moved for 
papers respecting Oude ; but, passing them 
by, he calls for papers of finance, to prove 
the company had violated an act of parlia- 
ment. Finding this ground not tenable, 
he returns again to the marguis, in the man= 
ner the house has lately witnessed. The 
greatest enemy of lord Wellesley will admit 
his government was marked by many in- 
stances of zeal, energy, talent, and ability, 
which never were excelled in that part of 


‘the world, and I fear never will'be-equal- 


led. ‘To this I must add, ‘that the breath 
of scandal never tainted his character with 
the slightest suspicion against the most in- 
corrupt honour and integrity. It is a fact. 
known to all India, that he quitted the go 
vernment with as clean hands as he took 
possession of it. Hard, very hard, is it 
upon such a character, after having for 6 or 
7 years executed the arduous duties of the 
most consequential office a subject can be 
placed in, to the best of his judgement, 
with no other object in view than what he 
conceived would eventually turn out to the 
benefit of his employers, to the advantage 
of his country, and finally “lead to the 
permanent peace and tranquillity of In- 
dia; to find himself assailed on his arri- 
val with such charges as have this day beey 
dwelt on by the hon. member! Let not the 
house conclude, from what they have heard, © 
that no enquiry has been made into the 
conduct of the late governor-general., The. 
board of commissioners, and ihe court of 
directors, have not been neglectful of this 
part of their duty: Every transaction of 
the government-general has been minutely 
scrutinized and investigated. If the noble 
lord who was lately at the head of the board, 
was in his place, Ishould with confidence 
appeal to him, whether inthe ‘course of the 
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voluminous dispatches sent to India, there 
appeared any favour, partiality, or affection? 
The executive body of the India company, 
where the law has placed the power. and 
right to censure or approve, have with firm- 
ness expressed. their sentiments on every 
measure that did not meet.their approba- 
tion ; now, sir, under these circumstances, 
I cannot bring myself to believe, that if 
there were any grounds for further enquiry, 
either with a view to a civil suit or crimi- 
. nal prosecution, theking’s ministers, or the 
court of directors, would have left so impor- 
tant a business to the henourable gentleman 
who has undertaken the task. But, supposing 
the late administration had-felt a desire to 
screen.lord Wellesley ; is it likely that the 
new administration will follow their exam- 
ple, if, when they have time to look over 
_ the records, they see cause for further pro- 
ceedings ? And in that case, an enquiry: 
will come forward with that weight of cha- 
racter which belongs to them, and under 
the influence of official situation: and in 
such an event there will not be a dissenting 
voice to any investigation they may think 
' proper to propose to parliament. With re- 
spect. to. the production of the papers mo- 
ved for, I shall only say, that they ought 
to be carefully examined before they are 
produced to the public eye. 

Mr. Hiley Addington stated in explana- 
tion, that a considerable portion of the 
contents of the papers, if the motion should 
be carried, ought to be withheld, and sug- 
gested the propriety of giving the board of 
controul a discretionary power to that effect. 

Dr. Laurence said, he felt disposed to give 
every credit to marquis Wellesley for the 
energy with which he had conducted his 


Indian administration; but he could not’ 


help feeling also, and the impression was 
augmented by the grounds upon which the 
production of papers was opposed, that 
there was sucha presumption of delinquen- 
cy made out, as would justify him in voting 
for the motion. 

Mr. Secretary For thought himself called 
on to notice in afew words what had fallen 
from the noble baronet. If the hon. ba- 
Tonet meant that he had come into office 
without any improper desire to serve either 
one or other party, he was correct. If he 
were called on to state, taking the system 
jag by the two noble marquisses, Wel- 

sley and Cornwallis, as general principles, 
which of the two he liked best? he should 
say, the latter, as being most agreeable to 


~ [aeo 
most to the credit and benefit of the Rag. 
India company. If again he were askeq 
as to his opinion f the delinquency of 
marquis Wellesley, he should say he had 
nove. He had not yet formed it, and if 
he had, this was not the time to declare 
it. When the time came, he should act 
as the case seemed to require. The tight 
hon, secretary defied any one to prove, 
that he had either in or out of parliament, 
either directly or indirectly, given evcous 
ragement to the hon. gent. (Mr. Paull) to 


‘proceed in his present endeavours to oh 


tain a parliamentary enquiry: he took 
some share of blame to himself for having, 
of late years, paid too little attention to 
India affairs. “With regard to enquiries, 
tending to crimination, he thoughtit, gene. 
rally speaking, better for the ministry to 
abstain from interfering, and to leave the 
task to other members of the house, He 
thought such questions were best discussed 
when no weight was lent to the accusation, 
except what it derived from the individual 
who preferred it, and from the cause of 
truth, 

Mr. Huddlestone, after what had fallen 
from an hon, baronet in the course of this 
debate, thought it proper to state, that the 
court of directors of the East-Indiacom- 
pany had no objection to the productionol 
any papers that might be thought necessary 
to an enquiry into the late proceedingsin 
India, and that they did not apprehend any 
ill consequences from the publication of 
the papers moved for. He was induced 
to say this, lest it should be supposed, that 
what had been so strongly expressed by 
the hon. baronet, respecting marquis Wel 
lesley, were the sentiments of the direetots, 
with respect to the administration of that 
nobleman. 

Sir T’. Metcalfe said, he had not been de- 
livering his opinion in the house asa de 
rector of the East-India company, buter 
ercising his judgment as a private member 
of parliament. * 

Mr. Robert Thornton said, that from the 
manner in which the hon. baronet had e 
pressed himself, he might well be construed 
to be delivering a more extended opinion 
than his own. He had, however, stood 
alone in the court of directors, as the pant 
gyrist of marquis Wellesley, whose conduti 
the directors disapproved, and consi 
extremely detrimental to the’ interests 
the company. The circumstance of tlt 
court having been obliged to send outaie 





the principles laid dowa by this house, and 


ther noble marquis, to remedy the iajt 
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rious measures of his predecessor, was asuf- 
ficient circuinstance to prove the necessity 
ofan enquiry. Therejwere several papers 
connected with the late Indian administra- 
tion, which ought to be before the house, 


~ and which the East-India company wouid 


be very happy to see investigated ; parti- 
calarly one, to which he could not at pre- 
sent give a proper title, but it was expres- 
sive of the opinion of the court of directors 
on the government of India. It was inten- 
ded to have sent out this paper to which 
he alluded, but its transmission had been 
prevented by high authority. After the 
suspicions which were abroad, the house 
was bound to look the thing in the face, 
and the country required it. 

Mr. Pauli replied at considerable length 
to the different speakers, and called loudly 


on the house to notice the protection ex- | 


tended to save lord Wellesley by a part of 
the administration, (he alluded principally 
to lord Temple and Mr. H. Addington). 
He hoped, he said, the house would notice 
it, the public he was sure would, and the 
manner he had been deserted by those, who 
had taken a part formerly to bring this no- 
bleman to justice. But his principal reply 
was directed to the hon, bart. (sir 'T. Met-: 
calfe) who had advised him (Mr. Paull) to 
abandon the prosecution. He stated that 
not only would he proceed, but that it was 
known to the right hon. secretary (Mr. Fox) 
that he had still two charges to prefer, of 
@ most serious nature, against lord Wel- 
lesley for the seizure of Furrukabad, and 
for profuse, wasteful, unauthorized expene 
diture of the revenues committed to his 
charge, and for applying to his own use 
large sums of the public money, contrary 
tothe act of parliament limiting the al- 
lowances of the governor-general to 25,000/. 
per annum; and to the use of the houses of 
the company abroad. That the single ar- 
ticle of “« Durbar charges” in the time of 
extreme distress.for money, and all the de- 
partments of the service in arrear, exceeded 
by 100,000/, per annum, the most profuse 
expenditure of any of his predecessors. 
That the sum squandered away unneces- 
sarily would be found on investigation to 
exceed two millions of pounds sterling. 
The hon. gent. concluded by saying, that 
he had hoped many generous minds would 
have been found, to have shared with him 
the toils of bringing to justice this noble- 
man, so highly protected, and that he did 
not yet despair, after seeing what two di- 
#ectors had stated this evening. However, 
Vo, VI. 


PARL. DEBATES, Marcu 17, 1806.—Affairs of India. 





[482- 


if left with but one voice more in the house, 
he would record on the journals of parlia- 
ment his sense of , the conduct of marquis 
Wellesley; and posterity woald see the char- 
ges, and enquire into the causes that had 
prevented his being brought to punishment. 

Mr. Wellesley Pole. Does the hon. gent. 
mean to say, that the noble marquis has 
misapplied the public money for his own 
advantage ? 

Mr. Paull. I mean to say that he ex- 
pended large sums of money, contrary to 
the act of parliament, for his own conveni- 
ence, his own show, and splendour. 

Mr. W. Pole felt it necessary to ask the 
hon. gent. again, whether he meant to 
state that the noble marquis had diverted 
the public money to his own private pur- 
poses and advantage? ; 

Mr. Paull repeated, that his charge was, 
that the public money was expended for 
purposes of convenience, ‘splendour, and 
show. 

Mr. W. Pole. Does the hon. gent. mean 
to bring forward a charge of peculation ? 
He has stated his intention of making a 
new charge, and I expect a distinct expla- 
nation. This is the first time that the 
breath of calumny has dared so to accuse 
marquis Wellesley. 

Mr. Paull did not mean to accuse the 
noble marquis of peculation, but repeated 
his charge, that he had applied the public 
money for his own convenience, splendour, 
and show. 

Mr. W. Pole. I must understand, then, 
that the hon. gent. means to say, that the 
noble marquis has misapplied the public 
money for public purposes. I can easily 
conceive that he may mean to say, that too 
much money has been expended on the pa- 
lace of Calcutta, or that the guard had been 
unnecessarily increased; but I still wish fo 
know, whether he means to say that marquis 
Wellesley has used the public money for his 
own private advantage ? The house will feel 
the justice of my request of a distinct an- 
swer to this question. 

Mr. Pauil. I mean distinctly to charge 
marquis Wellesley with wasteful, profuse, 
unauthorized, extravagant expenditure of 
the public money, and with misapplication 
of the same to purposes contrary to law. 

The Speaker then put the question on the 
several motions, for the production of pa- 
pers, as made by the hon. mover in the ear- 
ly stage of the debate; when 4 

Mr. H. Addington proposed as.an amend- 
ment, that the words, “ so faras these va. 

Ti 
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' rious documents may be disclosed, without 
prejudice to the public service,” might be 
added to the original motion. - 

Mr. Paull thought the object of this 
amendment, by withholding what the right 
hon. gent, might chuse to consider state se- 
crets, would be a great impediment to ob- 
taining necessary information. 

Mr. Wilberforce said, he felt jealous of 
the system of secrecy which was creeping 
into practice ; he hoped this amendment 
would not be considered as a precedent, as 
there was no calculating upon the extent 
of the mischief that might arise from the 
practice of adding amendments ofthis kind. 

Mr, H. Addington replied, that what it 
was wished to withhold, merely related to 
certain papers respecting the Indian coast, 
not relevant to the point intended to be elu- 
cidated.—The question as amended was 
then put and carried. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, March 18. 
[Minutes.] Lord Collingwood’s An- 
nuity bill was read a third time and passed. 
—Mr. Alexander brought up the Ameri- 
can Treaty bill, the Wool E:xportation bill, 
the English and Irish Militia bill, the Mi- 
litia Subaltern’s bill, the Militia Adjutant’s 
bill; which were severally read a first time. 
[Wirnesses’ Dectaratory Bitt.| On 
the third reading of the Declaratory bill, 
earl Stanhope moved to leave out the pro- 
‘wiso which had been added to the bill by 
lord Eldon. 

Lord Ellenborough said, he had framed 

a clause which he intended to propose as 
a substitute for the proviso, and which he 
thought would answer every purpose in- 
tended to be provided for by the noble and 
learned lord (Eldon), whilst at the same 
time it would obviate the objections made 
to the proviso by other noble lords. In- 
stead of referring generally to the practice 
of courts of equity, which had been ob- 
jected to as not being consonant with the 
practice of courts of common law, he pro- 
posed to state specifically the exceptions 
to the genera] rule laid down in the bill. 
In the clause he bad drawn up he proposed 
to enact, that no mortgagee, or bond fide 
pérchaser, or possessor of an estate should 
be compelled to answer any question, the 
answering which might probably tend to 
defeat his title, or incur a forfeiture of his 
estate. He meant, of course, a civil for- 
feiture ; as in the case of a widow, who on 
marrying again forfeited’ property, she 
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should not be compelled to answer a ques. 
tion as to the fact of her marriage, —Qy 
a question from lord Holland, lord Wien. | 
borough replied, that he proposed to substi. 
tute his clause for the whole proviso which 
had been added to the bill, on the motiog 
of the noble and learned lord (Eldon), 
The Lérd Chancellor expressed his 
probation of the clause, which he thought 
would answer every purpose intended by 
the proviso.—The further consideration of 
the bill was then postponed till to-morrow,y 
give time for the engrossment of the clause, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, March 18. 

[Mrnures.] Mr. Stedman, from th 
Stamp Office, presented an account of the 
arrears and balances in the hands of thé 
distributers on the 10th of Oct. 18085, and 
also on the Sth of Jan. 1806.—Mr. Shaw 
Lefevre presented a petition from the go. 
vernors of St. Luke’s Hospital, complain 
ing of a surcharge which had been imposed 
upon them for servants who were indis- 
pensably necessary to the purposes of the 
hospital; and also, that the commissioners 
to whom they appealed had confirmed the 
said surcharge. ‘The petitioners therefore 
prayed for the interposition of parliament 
When the petition was read, Mr. Shaw 
Lefevre stated, that if the’ business were 
not taken up by government, he would 
take occasion to propose that all hospitals, 
aud other charitable institutions, shouldbe 
exempted from the operation of the Income 
Tax. The propriety of such an exemp 
tion was, he thought, forcibly suggested 
the case stated in this petition.—Mr. A, 
Addington gave notice of a motion for to 
morrow, relative to some orders on the 
books for the production of certain doc 
ments relative to India. ‘The object ofhis 
motion he described to be this, that thos 
who immediately presided over the affair 
ot India should be invested with a discr 
tionary power, as in other cases, to will 
hold any of the documents, the production 
of which might appear to be injurioust 
the public service. 

[Duss Pavine Britt.) Mr. I 
Wynne brought in a bill to amend ana 
made jn the last session, for appointing 
commissioners to enquire and examine into 
any irregularities and abuses which migit 
have taken place in conducting and mt 
naging the paving, cleansing, and li 
the streets of Dublin, and for making ® 
veral provisions relating thereto; andl 
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suspend proceedings in certain actions or 
suits under the said act. Upon the mo- 
tion for the first reading, ; 

_ Mr. Alexander took occasion to animad- 
yert upon the conduct of lord Hardwicke 
towards the late Paving Board of Dublin, 
which was composed of respectable per- 
gons, but whose character had suffered 
much in public estimation in consequence 
of the measures taken by. lord Hardwicke 
for the suspension of their powers. From 
this suspeusion ap idea had gone abroad 
that they had been guilty of some mal ver- 
gation. 

Mr, WV. Wunne said, that lord Hardwicke 
had thought it his duty fo institute an en- 
quiry ypon the subject referred to by the 
hon, member. ‘The proceedings of the 
commission of enquiry would be speedily 
printed, and when laid before parliament 
would speak for itself. Lord Hardwicke 
had, pursuant to the act, granted the sum 
allowed to other commissioners, while the 
paving corporation was subject to enquiry 
in order that the streets of Dublin should 
be kept in proper repair. — 

Mr, Long did not conceive the case of 
the paving corporation at all prejudged or 
prejudiced by the course which lord Hard- 
wicke had taken; that course struck him 
to be extremely proper. 

Lord De Blaquicre vindicated the con- 
duet and character of the paving corpora- 
tion, of which he described himself to be a 
member, and desired that any charge 
which could be alleged against them might 
be immediately brought forward, 

Mr. Ormsby thought a slur was cast upon 
the characier of the paving board, by the 
conduct of lord -Hardwicke.—After some 
further remarks, the bill was read a first 
time. 


SS oenisaienesaninnaniimeneiaeamal 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, March 19. 

[Wootten Manuracturnens’ Bruv.] 
The house resolved itself into a com- 
mittee on the Woollen Manufacturers’ 
Suspension bill. Mr. Adam, the counsel, 
was. proceeding on behalf of certain 
clothiers iz; the counties of York, Glou- 
cester, and Somerset, who had petition- 
ed respecting certain parts of the bill; 
when he was stopped by the committee ; 
and counsel being ordered to withdraw, 
earl Spencer expressed his opinion that the 
petitioners were not entitled to be heard 
onthe grounds stated in their petition, the 
Principle of the bill being merely to con- 





tinue, for a further period, the Suspension 
act of last session. Lord Ellenborough 
was of the same opinion. Far! Fitzwilliam 
took the opportunity of stating, that he 
consented to the bill only on the ground of 
a general law on the subject being under 
consideration. ‘The bill was proceeded in, 
passed through the committee, and was 
reported without amendment. Lord Auck- 
land then presented another petition against 
the bill, from certain clothiers in York- 
shire; to which lord Ellenborough took an 
objection as to a point of form, Lord 
Holland and earl’Spencer thought it would 
be dealing hardly with the petitioners. if 
they were not allowed to be heard by 
counsel against the bill, merely on account 
of a trifling informality, It was at length 
agreed that counsel should be heard for 
and against the bill, on the 3d reading to- 
morrow. 

[Wirnessrs’ Decraratory Bitz.] 
On the further consideration of the Decla- 
ratory bill, 

Lord Ellenborough, after adverting to the 
clause which he had yesterday stated his 
inteation of proposing to substitute for the 
proviso added to the bill on the motion of 
lord Eldon, said, that he had been unable 
to frame the clause so as to satisfy his own 
mind. He therefore thought it would be 
ihe best way to omit the proviso altoge- 
ther, aud leave the bill simply declaratory, 
as originally proposed by his noble and 
learned friend on the woolsack, leaving it 
to the house of commons to add any clause 
which they might deem advisable, 

The Lord Chaneellor said, be had origins 
ally concurred in the proviso proposed b 
his noble and learned friénd (lord Eldon), 
in deference to the opinion of that noble 
and learned lord, and because he thought 
that the proviso could do no harm. It 
was his opinion, however, that if the bill 
passed as a simple declaratory bill, the law 
would stand thus; that ifa witness objected 
that answering any question stated would 
render him liable to a civil action, such a 
naked and general demurrer would imme- 
diately be over-ruled; but if out of the 
particular situation of the witness, or the 
circumstances of the case, there should 
arise any special ground of objection, sit 
would still be in the power of the judge to 
decide upon such special objection accord- 
ing to the law as it should appear to him, 
he not being compelled by this declaratory 
law to over-rule such objection in the first 
instance. 
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Earl Stanhope contended, that if the bill 
“was. passed as a simple declaratory bill, 
without any proviso, it would declare that 
to be law which had not been acknow- 
ledged to be law by any of the judges, or 
by any noble and learned lord in that 
house.—It was then agreed to omit the 
whole of the proviso, and leave the bill as 
it originally stood, merely declaratory of 
the laws. The bill thus amended, was 
read a 3d time, passed, and ordered to be 
sent to the commons, 
———_—_=_— 

MOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, March 19. 
[Mixures.] A new Writ was ordered 


1806.—Jrish Militia Service Bill. 


[ase 


union of the two countries. From this 
union the Militia of the one country ought 
to be that of the other. To put the Mili, 
tia on this footing in the three united.kino. 
doms, would, he conceived, be for the ad. 
vantage of all the kingdoms, and Would 
render their union more complete. Besides 
he did not like the idea of asking men to 
do what it really was their duty to do inde. 


The inconveniences arising from this Pd. 
ceeding must be strongly felt, should the 
defence of either of the countries require 
the immediate service of the Militia of the 
other. It would then be a very unfit time 
to call men to deliberate whether ¢ 


for the county of Kilkenny, in the room of} would extend their services or not, when 


the right hon. W. Brabazon Ponsonby, now 
lord Ponsonby.—Mr. Bond, took the oaths 
and his seat.—The Scotch Creditors’ bill 


the existence of the country might depend 
on the rdpidity of their movements. From 
the manner, he admitted, in which the Mi. 


was read a 3d time and passed.—The Cus-|litia was now raised, such a bill, legally 


toms Expiring Laws bill, the Excise Ex- 


considered, might be necessary, as the men 


piring Laws_bill, and the Felons’ Trans-| were attested only to serve in one of the 


portation bill, were severally read a 2d 
time.—Mr. Vansittart moved, that there 


countries ; but it was for this very reason 
that he most earnestly wished to see the 


be laid before the house an estimate of the |subject undergo a radical discussion, and 
sum wanted to discharge the interest of} such arrangements made as might make it 
the Exchequer bills that might be paid| necessary to attest the men for service in 
off in the course of the year 1806.—The] any part of the united kingdom. The oris 
10,500,000/. Exchequer Bills bill was read | gin of the present practice he believed had 
a first time.—Mr. Williams, from the Com-| taken its rise from the circumstance of the 


missioners of Naval Enquiry, prestnted an 


Militia having been raised in Englandonly, 


Account of the Expences incurred by that|and not either in Scotland or Ireland, but 
Board for each year, since. the period of|since the two countries were now on an 


its institution. 


_ [fgisn Mrurrra Service Bitt.] Mr. 


was not only no longer necessary, but high. 


Alexander brought up the report of the|ly improper, as tending to perpetuate dis. 


Irish Militia Service bill, which was read 


;|tinctions that were hostile tu the cordial 


and the question being put that the said|and complete union of the two countries, 


report be agreed to, 


So much was he convinced of the truth of 


Mr. Lee observed, that he had not been j these observations, that should his majesty’s 


present on a preceding day, when an hon 


-|mmisters, in the military plans they were 


member (Mr. Keene) had delivered his}on the eve of laying before the house, not 


sentiments at large on the object of this 
He entirely concurred however with 


bill. 





make any satisfactory arrangements on 
this subject, he should certainly thinkit 


that hon. member in thinking that nothing | his duty to bring the question formally be 


could be more advautageous to both coun- | fore the house. 


He hoped, however, that 


tries than an interchange of their respective} a subject so important would not escape 


Militias. 


He disapproved however of the|their notice, and for that reason declined 


manner in which this object had been effec-| saying more at present, only that he gave 


ted for three years past. 
now to be considered'‘as an annual measure 


This bill seemed 


his assent to the bill as a temporary mee 
;|sure, which ought as soon as possibleto 


it had been introduced immediately after | be superseded by some fixed:and perm 
the union; it had been passed as a mea-| nent principle. 


sure of course last year, and was now pas-~ 


General Tarleton was of opinion, that 


sing the house in the same manner. Butfany discussion on this subject was at pie 
instead of this bill being regarded as an|sent premature. The late memorable and 
annual meagure, he wished to see its object| glorious victory of Trafalgar put an eat 
carried into effect on the ground of the} to all apprehensions of invasion, so thatia 








pendently of any measure of this king 





equal footing in that respect, the practice | 
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. was the bounty offered by the regulars. 
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this point of view there was no room for 
those embarrassments the hon. member 
had alluded to. The discussion was also 
premature in another respect, as those plans 
were not yet before the house which were 
expected from ministers on the military de- 
fence of the country, and it would be high- 
ly improper, he thought, to embarrass 
their proceedings, or anticipate their views 
on this subject. When those plans shall 
have been submitted, it will then be time 
speint out their defects, and to provide 
ee cscs as their deficiencies may 
vire. 
ord Folkestone was not aware-that such 
gbill was before the house, till the hon. 
gent. got up to speak on the subject. He 
rfectly concurred with him, however, 


annually before the house. If it wasa pro- 
per measure, it ought to be rendered per- 
manent and embodied in the constitution 
of the militia. But whether at the same 
time, he should agree with the propriety 
ofthe measure at all, was a question that 
would remain for him to determine when 
the subject should come more formally be- 
fore the house. 

Lord Castlereagh, in reply to the first 
speaker on this question, respecting the 
great disproportion in numbers between 
the Irish and English Militia, stated, that 
ithad been considered as a matter of po- 
licy by his majesty’s late government to 
have the militia establishment in Ireland as 
high as possible, as it did not at all inter- 


19, 1806.— Affairs of India, [490 
be brought forward in one connected view, 
it would be much better to have any ar- 
rangements that might be thought neces- 
sary on this subject included in that gene» 
ral view, than to have it discussed in a de- 
tached form. The bill, however, was in- 
tended for immediate application, and 
would not at all interfere with any future 
arrangements.—T he report was thenagreed 
to, and the bill ordered to be read a 2d 
time to-morrow. 

[Arrarrs or Ixpra.] Mr. Hiley Ad- 
dington, pursuant to his notice of yesterday 
rose to make his promised motion respect. 
ing the papers that had been lately ordered 
to be laid before the house, relative to the 
Rajah of Bhurtpore. It was not his inten- 
tion to affect in any degree the general 
nature of that order, or to move for any 
thing new onthe subject. The object of 
his motion was merely of a verbal nature, 
and originated, as he conceived, in an 
omission in the terms of the motion by 
which the papers had been ordered to be 
produced. On the general principle that 
nothing should be laid before the house 
that might prove prejudicial to the public 
service and interests, he wished to intro- 
duce a restriction to this effect in the said 
order, as parts of those papers might be 
highly improper to be made public. He 
did not at the same time make this propo- 
sition from any certain conviction that 
there was any thing improper in those pa- 
pers, though he had a general impression 
that it might be so; not having perused 


fere with the recruiting of the regular army,| them so as to ascertain this circumstance, 


the bounty of three guineas, which was 
that given by the Militia, bearing no pro- 
portion to ten and twelve guineas, which 


His lordship observed further, that the va- 
cancies that took place in the Irish Militia 
from recruiting into the line were easily 
filled up, and at a very small expence, as 
the colonels of those corps had only to re- 
ceive a compensation of three guineas, 
which was the bounty fora newman. This 
circumstance contributed to keep the Irish 
establishment so very numerous, and at the 
same time was one of the readiest means of 
on when necessary the disposable 
and regular force of the country. For this 
reason he shouldbe glad if a similar system 
were adopted by his majesty’s new govern- 
ment in the arrangements they were about 
to submit to the house. . 

Mr. Vansittart said, as the whole of the 
military system of the country was soon to 


The right hon. member, without appre- 
hending any opposition, rested chiefly on 
the ground of his motion being not unpre- 
cedented ; for which purpose, he quoted 
the terms of the motion made for papers 
respecting India, also in June 1805, by an 
hon. gent. (Mr. Francis) now in his place, 
The order for the production of the papers, 
relative to-the Rajah of Bhurtpore, having 
been therefore read, he moved “ that the 
said order may only extend to such parts 
of the said papers, as may be disclosed 
without prejudice to the public service.— 
On the question being put, 

Mr. Francis rose and said: Mr. Speaker; 
I flatter myself that the part, which I hold 


myself bound to take with regard to the 


present, motion, will not be attributed ‘by 
the right hon. gent. to personal disrespect, 


or to any doubt about the purity of his in- 


tentions. I can assure him that my oppo- 
sition to it is founded on a very different 
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principle. This declaration is sincere, and 
ought to be unnecessary. By yielding to 
make it, I cannot but feel that I submit to 
some sort of degradation. It looks like 
an apology, which no man ought to*make, 
for doing any duty incident to his station, 
and still more to the trust that belongs to it, 
Such however is the prevailing fashion of 
these feeble times. I comply with it now, 
but I protest against it. The best of us, I 
fear, have enough to ask pardon for, with- 
out requesting to be forgiven for any vir- 
tue we have left. But, even in that sense, 
the solicitation fails. He, who confesses 
in any form that he has no confidence in 
himself, will never obtain the confidence of 
others, and least of all by phrases and pro. 
testations. An order was made, on the 
11th of this month (see p.401) for the pro- 
duction of papers relative to the Rajah of 
Bhurtpore, a person whose country, if he 
has any, is in the heart of the peniusula of 
India, and whose name was never heard of 
in England until we were informed, by a 
multitude of private letters from lord Lake’s 
head quarters and from Calcutta, that the 
commander in chief had laid siege to Bhurt- 
pore, had made five attempts successively to 
carry the place by storm or assault, had 
been as often repulsed with an immense 
slaughter of our troops, particularly of the 
Europeans, and had at last concluded an 
accommodation with the Rajah on worse 
terms, than he might have obtained in the 
first instance, without a siege, without the 
loss of one drop of blood, or injury to the 
honour of the British arms in the eyes of 
the natives. These are the facts, into 
which I understand that some enquiry is to 
be made or proposed hereafter. That 
question is not before us now. Of course 
I shall not meddle with it. The object, to 
which I shall endeavour to draw your at- 
tention, is of far other extent and impor- 
tance, than any thing that concerns the 
production of these papers. It is the dan- 
gerous practice, which has, in fact, prevailed 
within these two years only, without duecon- 
sideration, or even notice, but which, if now 
confirmed upon debate, will beestablished as 
-a precedent forever. I mean; sir, the dis- 
cretion left with the king’s ministers, to 

roduce or withhold any part of the papers 
ordered by this house, or in effect to com- 
ply with the order, or to defeat or elude 
the intention of the house, just as they 
think fit, or in whatever degree it may suit 
their owsi purposes to evade it. No rea- 
sonable man, I think, can suspect me of 
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applying so extensive an_ inference op of 
lnputing so criminal a purpose as this, to 
the. motion immediately before us, The 
case of the Rajah of Bhurtpore is too Tes 
mote, too inconsiderable, and too slight) 

connected with any personal interest herp 

to warrant a suspicion that the board of 
controul has an intention or desire to with, 
hold any of the papers, relative to this ry. 
jab, which were ordered a week ago, 
Neither do] believe that the noble 
quis whose conduct is in question, ofp 
of his friends, feel much concern ig) 
present motion, or that they care @ all 
how it is decided. This, sir, is exactly the 
situation, in which I should be glad tg 
argue the question: that is, to be at liberty 
to dismiss the particular case, and to cone 
sider nothing but the general precedent, 
All I desire is, that the house may recol, 
lect and remember that it is sometimes 
under favourable circumstances, and stil] 
oftener in cases, which are thought of no 
consequence and pass without observation, 
that dangerous precedents are established, 
They are not instantly regarded, because 
they have no immediate operation, and 
the remote consequences are not foreseen, 
But they thrive in silence and grow under 
neglect, while they appear to be forgotten, 
Bad examples are prolific. ‘They increase 
and multiply, and never fail to bring forth 
fruit in due season, Bad men will resort 
to them hereafter and turn them to pur 
poses, which they, who originally gave the 
example or set the precedeut, never thought 
of.—This is an English, much more thay 
an Indian question. ‘I'he fundamental pri- 
vileges of this house, and through us, the 
rights and privileges of the commons of 
this united kingdom are involved in it. The 
right hon. gent. proposes that the orders 
already made shall extend to such parts 
only of the papers in question, as may be 
disclosed without prejudice to the public 
service; and this clause or condition, he 
says, has been attached to every order for 
Indian papers, that has been made in the 
present or in the last session of parliament, 
Itis true. The practice I believe began 
with me, and very much against my will, in 
the session of 1804, though I did not then 
weigh the consequences otf it socarefullyas 
I ought to have done. I yielded unadviset 
ly, but not without remonstrance, to a pit 
tension, which I ought to have opposed. 
The noble lord (Castlereagh), in every sue 
cessive instance, assured me that he would 
not consent to any motion for Indian pa 














[492 
or of 
his, to 


00 Te, 
lightly 
t here, 
ard of 
With. 
his Tae 





otten, 
crease 
- forth 
resort 


0 pule 
ve the 
ought 
> than 
al pris 
1s, the 
ons of 
t. The 
orders 

parts 
ray be 
public 
mn, he 
ler for 
in the 
ment, 


bea 
vill, in 
t then 
ullyas 
visede 
a pits 
posed, 
'y Suce 
would 
D pa 








493) 


rs, without the addition of ‘this clause. 
Sy [submitted to his power against my 
judgement 5 because otherwise none of the 
apers I moved for would have been grant- 
ed. Since that, the practice has prevailed 
and gained ground ; and, if it be not effec- 
tually resisted now, will never be disputed 
hereafter. A discretion to judge of the 
extent of the obedience due to an order of 
this house is said to be necessary to be 
lodged somewhere out of the house, for 
fear of prejudice to the public service. By 
whom is this discretionary power contended 
for? By the ministers of the crown. in 
whose hands is it to be vested? In the 
same ministers. And who is to judge, or in- 
deed who can possibly know, whether the dis- 
cretion, so claimed, be really and bond fide 
governed, in its application and exercise, by 
its own pretended principle? Are there no 
other purposes, to which such a power may 
beapplied ? What elteck have you over it? 
In what form is discretion to be controuled? 
By what evidence can it be convicted of a 
criminal abuse ? The circumstances must be 
flagrant indeed, in which a guilty intention 
can be brought home to any man, whom 
you leave to his judgment, and who says 
he has acted to the best of it. No reason- 
able man would deny, nor in fact was it 
ever disputed, that cases are possible, in 
which a general order may include some 
particular papers, or passages, which, for 
the public service, ought not to be disclo- 
sed, But are the same ministers, who are 
to execute the order, the proper persons 
to be consulted, in the first instance, how 
far they ought to obey it? Is it to be left 
to them to frame the order upon themselves 
with such qualifications perhaps, as may 
enable them to defeat the intention of the 
house, to suppress the most material evi- 
dence, and make it impossible to convict 
the most notorious offender, while the very 
persons, who do all this, are sheltered and 
screened from detection, by their own ex- 
ceptions grafted on an order, which they 
ought to obey without reserve? The true 
parliamentary principle, and which in fact 
has governed the practice of the house of 
commons until very lately, was stated to 
you last night by one of the most virtuous 
and respectable. members that this house 
possesses ; I mean the hon. representative 
of Yorkshire, whom [ am sorry not to see 
in his place. He said that the course to 
be observed in the supposed case, as it al- 
ways had been, was, not to trust ministers 
with the previous right of selection ; but to 
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oblige them to come to parliament and 
state the fact; if they thought that any 
papers, included in the general ordér, con- 
tained matter of information, which the 
house itself would not think it right to di- 
vulge. Undoubtedly, sir, such cases of 
necessity require confidence in the execu- 
tive government. There must be a discre- 
tion confided somewhere; and, if the 
house of commons does not think this or 
that ministry fit to be trusted with it, they 
ought not to suffer such persons to be mi- 
A reasonable and necessary con- 
fidence would not be withheld. On that 
side there is no danger. But let it never 
be forgotten that jealousy of ministers is 
a prevailing and almost a fundamental prin- 
ciple of the house of commons, and that 
confidence in them is, in almost every in- 
stance, nothing more than a specific excep- 
tion to the principle. ‘This general reason-~ 
ing, in my opinion, is strong in itself, and 
irresistible on its own mere principle. If 
any man thinks it wants illustration, let 
him apply it to the case of an impeachment, 
But first let him call to mind what an im- 
peachment ‘is, in its true parliamentary 
sense. I say that the capacity of this house 
to impeach any man, whom they think 
guilty of high crimes and misdemeanours, 
is the right hand of the house of commons, 
and the most powerful weapon placed in 
that hand by the constitution of this king- 
dom, for the defence of all our own rights 
and privileges in the first instance, and 
ultimately for the protection of the people. 
In the ancient parliamentary language of 
this house, I say that ‘‘ an impeachment is 
virtually the voice of every particular 
* subject of this kingdom, crying outagainst 
“ an oppression, by which every member of 
“ that body is equally wounded.*” We 
cannot abdicate this right even for our= 
selves, without ceasing to be a house of 
commons ; much less can we abandon the 
duties attached to the right, without breach 
of trust to our constituents and to all the 
commons of the kingdom. Now, sir, of 
what avail is it to impeach, if the evidence 
can be withheld from us, or garbled or se+ 
lected for us? and that perhaps by the 
very persons, who are the ebjects of the 
prosecution, or by others intimately con- 
nected with them in relation, in friendship, 
or by office, perhaps by their associates; 
and possibly by their accomplices? These 
are some only of the consequences, to which 





# See Journa:s of the House of Commons, 26th 
May 1679. . 
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the present motion, if it should now be made 
a precedent, is liable. If, with the convie- 
tion | feel on the whole of the question, I 
did not oppose it to the utmost of my 
power, I should deserve to pass for one of 
the meanest and basest of. mankind, and I 
should know that I deserved it. I there- 
fore declare that I shall take the sense of 
_ the house on the question, if the right hon. 
gent. should persist in pressing it. Nay, I 
shallnot stopthere. Ifthe question should 
be carried, I will take the earliest oppor- 
tunity, and the most effectual course I can, 
to bring it again under the consideration of 
the house. 

Mr. Hiley Addington said, he had con- 
sidered his motion so much a matter of 
course, that if he had in his contemplation 
any possible objection to it, he should have 
intruded on the house by stating the 
grounds on which he made it. It was not 
the present Board of Controul that made 
the precedent. They found it, and ina 
motion made by the hon. gent. himself last 
session. ‘The hon. member bad done him 
the justice to allow that he had no impro- 
per motive in making this motion. He 
thanked him for his good opinion, and 
hoped, that on this occasion he had acted 
under the influence of no improper bias. 
But even supposing this were the case, and 
that from attachment to the noble marquis 
he should be anxious to keep back any in- 
formation from the house, could he be sup- 
posed possessed of that influence necessary 
to succeed in such a hopeless attempt? 
Could he be supposed to have influence 
enough with all the members of the board, 
to be able to keep back evidence, from 
such motives and on so flimsy a pretext? 
The conduct .of the board, in the whole 
of this business,had shewn their sentiments 
to be very different. They had not refused 
a single paper that had been asked. But, 
however willing the board might be to 
withhold avy information on the grounds 
alledged, was it in their power to do so 
without incurring disgrace? Were there 
not members in that house sufficiently ac- 
quainted with those documents, to know 
whether any of them were withheld ? Would 
the directors permit any such cobnivance 
on the part of the board, without making 
such remonstrances as would expose the 
motives of their conduct? Such a discre- 
tionary power, he thought, might with safe- 
ty be invested in the board. ‘Their respon- 
sibility was a pledge to the house, that 
such discretionary power was not likely 
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to be abused; and it was a power that had 
always been given. 

Lord Folkestone by no means agreed with 
the right hon. member who had 
forward this motion, that such a discre. 
tionary power could be lodged with 
in the hands of any board. Should 
be invested with this power, they nj 
make any use of it they pleased, and at the 
same time not be responsible. He did no 
consider precedent as a good argument ig 
favour of this measure. Such precedents 
were not to be followed, for if the measur 
itself was bad, it could not be justified 
any precedent, and to adopt it would be 
only adding another precedent for a bad 
measure. The discretionary power he 
would allow to reside in his majesty’s mis 
nisters, but he would by no means concede 
such a power to any board whatever. And 
even this discretionary power he insisted 
was only given to ministers on certain 
terms; they were not invested at 
with such powers, but were entitled tocome 
to the house and state their objections to 
the production of any particular paper, or 
any part of apaper on public grounds, and 
the house relying on their responsibility, 
were entitled to sustain their objections; 
but such an extended discretionary power 
as was proposed by this motion, invested 
without any controul, even in minister, 
would be extremely dangerous, and if not 
granted to them, how could it be reconciled 
with propriety to grant it to any boar 
whatever? The fair and open way, le 
thought, for gentlemen to follow on this 
occasion, was, after perusing the paper, 
and finding some parts of them of a nature 
not to be laid before the house, to come 
down and avow it, and receive permission, 
on their responsibility, to withhold them 
The argument the right hon. member bal 
used in favour of his motion made mor 
against it than for it; for if he had no 
perused the papers, how could he know 
that they contained any thing that wasn 
proper to be laid before the house? While 
he avowed ‘his ignorance of this circum 
stance, nothing could be more improper 
than so extended a discretionary poweh 


He hoped the hon. gent. who had opposél 


the motion would persevere in his inten 
tion to take the sense of the house ups 
it, 

Mr. Francis said, in explanation, tht 
in his motion of June 1805, he had int 
duced no such discretionary power. It 
been introduced by others, and he had beta 
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‘duced to accede to it, or otherwise lose the 
object of his motion. He did not, there- 
fore, the less condemn the practice, 

‘Mr. Secretary Fox found himself invol- 
yed in some difficulty on this occasion. 
The precedent had been established last 
ear. Ifa question had been started upon 
it then, or if it was a new question now, 
be could have no difficulty in saying, that 
be should prefer adhering to the old prac- 
tice of leaving ministers on such occasions, 
to act on their general responsibility. He 
admitted that there were two ways in which 
adiscretionary power might be given to mi- 
nisters ; the first was, as a noble lord oppo- 
site (lord Folkestone) had very justly stated, 
when ministers came down to the house, 
and representing in general terms the pre- 
judice it would be to the public service to 
communicate more particular information 
ou any subject, they were permitted on their 


- responsibility to withhold this information. 


The other, which perhaps was the more re- 
cent way of the two, was restricting any 
order of the house for information, in such 
ferms as beforehand admitted the ministers 
to withhold it at descretion, without assign- 
ing any reason, or taking notice of the par- 


ticular article, such matters as they might 


judge expedient. At the same time, he 
should observe, that there was no such ma- 
terial difference between the ordinary dis- 
cretion exercised by ministers, when called 
on to produce papers, and that contained 
by the present motion. ‘The orders of the 
house were generally for copies or extracts 
of thepapers called for. Who were to give 
these extracts, but the ministers who exer- 
cised their discretion in withholding such 
parts, the discovery of which might be in- 
jurious to the public service? Here, how- 
ever, the papers were not in one or two con- 
fidential hands alone, but in those of a va~- 
Tiety of persons who would quickly disco- 
ver if thediscretion demanded was abused. 
The agreeing to the motion therefore, in 
this case, was not a consideration of great 
importance, .or rather it was one of no im- 
portance at all. As he had already said, 
if this were a new question, he should in- 
cline to object to the motion}; but consider- 
ing that similar additions had been made 
to all the orders on this subject, not ohly 
during last session, but two nights ago, in 
the case of Surat, without being seriously 
objected to, he would rather recommend 
to his hon. friend (Mr. Francis) to with- 
draw his opposition, he (Mr. Fox) saying 
that if a new case should occur, in which 

Vou. VI. 





the objection: was made, he should support 
it. Theresponsibility, he thought, would 
not be very different, with or without the 
words. He had seen cases in which papers 
had been produced at the discretion of . 
those in whose hands'they were, the pro. 
duction of which, if by motion in this 
house, he should have opposed. He rather 
thought-in this case, where so large a pro- 
duction was called to be made, the discre- 
tion might be allowed. 

Mr. Bankes thought it incumbent on the 
house to put an end as svon as possible to 
bad precedents, as well as to avoid creating 
any. Should the present question be car- 
ried, it would strengthen the former pre- 
cedents, and render them étill more dan- 
gerous. ‘They were not to regard it as re- 
lative to India only, but as applicable to 
any other case that might come before the 
house. He was a little surprized at the 
manner in which the right hon. secretary 
of state had justexpressed himself: he had 
owned that he supported it only because 
there was e precedent for it, and that if it 
were a new question he would reject it; 
such a precedent should, therefore, be done 
away as soon as possible. The hon, gent, 
suggested the propriety of withdrawing the 
motion till his right hon. friend should 
have an opportunity of examining the pa 
pers; and if he should find any part that 
could not be safely produced, he pledged 
himself to supporthis motion upon the state- 
ment of that specific ground. 

Lord H. Petty concurred with the noble 
lord who had spoken, that the species of 
responsibility which he had recommended, 
resulting from an application to the house, 
on the part of ministers, in particular in- 
Stances, and after assigning their particular 
reasons, was Certainly the best. He agreed 
with his right hon, friend near him (Mr. 
Fox), as to the responsibility of ministers, 
and thought that in this case nothing more 
was asked than what had been very lately 
acceded to without any objection. He 
was convinced his right hon, friend who 
brought forward the motion, had no view 
in it but what arose from a salutary caution ; 
but as the house seemed to think the pre- 
cedent not a good one, he wished for one, 
to revert to the former practice, and would 
recommend it to his right hon. friend to 
withdraw his motion. 

Lord Castlereagh stated the ground upon 
which he had recommended the insertion 
of similar words to those then under con- 
sideration, in the order of last. session, to 
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have been founded ona wish to prevent 
improper papers being produced. The Mar- 
hatta papers that had been produced to the 
house, contained many passages that should 
not have been made public. The court of 
directors did not conceive they had any di- 
rection when they had received the orders 
of the house, and therefore laid them in 
full before it ; but this was not a new prac- 
tice. The same words had, he believed, 
been inserted in the order for papers on the 
first Mysore war. He advised the house to 
consider, befure they should reject a mo- 
tion which was fraught with such conveni- 
‘ence to the public seryice. 

Mr. Bastard believed the motion had 
been made from no improper motives. He 
condemned the precedent on which it was 
founded, and insisted, that on this princi- 
ple there could be no use for notices re- 
specting such motions, as no examination 
would be necessary to ascertain the propri- 
ety or impropriety of the production of any 
papers previously to their being moved for, 

Mr. Wilberforce felt himself much obli- 
ged to the noble lord opposite for the can- 
dour with which he had expressed himself, 
and imputed no blame to the right hon. 
gent. who had made the motion, but at 
the same time had no hesitation in opposin 
it from principle. f 

Lord Temple contended that no respon- 
sibility resided in the directors, but only 
‘in the board of controul, and that it was 
with the board the house had to transact 
any business, or to give any instructions. 
The question, he thought, in the course of 
the debate, had grown into an importance 
that it did not deserve. He had no objec- 
tions however, that the old mode of respon- 
sibility should on this occasion be resorted 
to, though the motion appeared to him to 
be as respectful a way of treating the house. 

Lord Morpeth thought the responsibility 
of ministers should be whole and entire, and 
hoped the motion would be withdrawn. 

Mr. H. Addington said, ever since his 
noble friend’s objection, he wished to with- 
draw his motion, but seeing many respect- 
able members desirous to deliver their 
opinions, he had réfrained from doing so 
till they had spoken. He assured the 
house he had no idea of there being the 





slightest objection to it, but as thére was, 
be would, with the leave of the house, 


withdraw it; which was accordingly done. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, March 20.. 
{Minyres.} The American Treaty bill, 
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the Mutiny bill, the English and Irish Mj. 
litia bills, the Militia Subalterns bill, ang 
the Militia Adjutants bill, passed through 


committees, and were reported.—On the 


third reading ofthe Woollen Manufacturer 
Penalty Suspension bill, Mr. Harrison 
was heard on behalf of certain Clothiers of 
Yorkshire, petitioners, against the durg. 
tion of the bill, The object of his speech 
was to induce the house to alter the term 
fixed for the duration of the bill from 12 to 
6 months, in order that there might beg 
better chance of some permanent measure 
relative to the subject being adopted du. 
ring the present session. Counsel having 
withdrawn, Lord Auckland declared hig 
opinion with respect to the bill to be un. 
altered by what had fallen from the leatned 
couusel. Whether any permanent mea. 
sure was adopted this session or not, the 
duration of the bill for £2 months could 
have no effect in either case to retard of 
accelerate that measure. He did not see 
therefore any reason why the term of its 
continuance should be altered.—The bill 
was then read a 3d time and passed, 





HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Thursday, March 20. 
{Minutss.] Mr. Baker presenteda pe- 
tition from the Debtors confined in New- 
gate.—-Mr, Martin presented a petition 
from the Maltsters of Tewkesbury.—Sir 
P. Stephens presented the Papers relative 
to the Naval Commissioners moved for by 
Mr. Whitbread.—Sir M. W. Ridley pre- 
sented a petition from the Shoe-makers of 
Newcastle against a bill now pending in 
parliament for abolishing certain societies 
of their craft.-—On the motion of Mr. Vau 
sittart, the 104 Million Exchequer Bills 
bill was read a 2d time.—The Irish Militia 
Service bill was read a 3d time, and pass 


ed.—The 14 Million Exchequer bill was | 


read a 2d time.—Mr. W. Wynne presented 
Copies of the Circular Letters from lord 
Hawkesbury to the lords Lieutenants of 
Counties, relative to the Additional Force 
act.—-On the motion of Mr. W. Wynne, 
that the Dublin Paving bill be read a 2 
time, a conversation arose, in which lord 
De Blaquiere, Mr. Alexander, and Mr, 
Ormsby, opposed the bill, on the ground 
that it was a job, interfering with the | 

rights of creditors. It was defended by 


Mr. W. Wynne, and Mr, J. La Touche; 
ultimately, the 2d reading was deferred tll 
Tuesday.—After a short conversation be- 
tiveen Mt. Dillon and Dr. Duigenan, it 
was ordered, that the account which had 
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‘peen laid before the house in July, 1803, 
of the resident and non-resident Clergy in 
jreland, the different parishes, benefices, 
churches, glebe, houses erected, and erect. 
ino. &c. be reprinted.—On the motion of 

. Lee, a return was ordered of the bum- 
ter of Common Law, Subpenas, Writs of 


- Habeas, &c. issued by the Court of Exche- 


ver in Ireland, for the last 4 years.—On 
themotion.of Mr.Fitzgerald, an account was 
ordered of the quantity of spirits distilled 
in Ireland, and imported into Great Bri- 
tain, during the years 1801, 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
together with the amount of the duties for 
gach year.—On the motion of Mr. Rose, 
ace wnts were ordered to be laid before 
the Lyuse, of the quantities of Sugar and 
Coflee imported into this country from 
Tortola. 

{Minirary EsTaBLISHMENTS.] Ge- 
neral T'ar/eton wished the right hon. secre- 
tary (Mr. Windham) would have the good- 
ness to inform him, whether or not he 
meant, according to that balf notice he 
had given, to bring forward ou Monday 
next ? 

Mr. Secretary Windham said, the hon. 

eral was certainly correct in calling it 
ahalf notice: he had not given any regu- 
lar notice, because it was not in his power 
to pledge himself that he should be prepa- 
ied to bring it forward by Monday. Not- 
withstanding the great anxiexy which the 
hon. general and his friends might fee] 
upon the subject, or which might be felt 
qutof doors, he could only say, that it 

did not appear to him that any incouveni- 
ence would result from a little delay. He 
did not see any necessity for hurrying mea-~ 
sures of such vast importauce and delicacy, 
and which required the maturést delibera- 
tin, Although the expectation of the 
hon. general might have been disappointed 
by this apparent delay, his was not, It 
appeared to him, that the object of the 
ffeatest importance was, to give the fullest 
consideration to any changes that were to 
be proposed, before the subject was intro- 
duced, and he saw no other inconveni- 
4nce that could result from the unavoida- 


Dledelay, than that it would disappoint 


the curiosity, and the anxious expectation 
ofa number of persons. 

General Tarleton mentioned, that con- 
fiderable anxiety must necessarily be felt 
mM the subject, both by the gentlemen of 

army andthe volunteers. 


| Mr. Secretary Windham said, that as 


wn as he was prepared to bring the 





business forward, he should same the 
day. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, March 21. 
{Minutes.] The American Treaty bill, . 
the Wool Exportation bill, the Mutiny bill, 
the English aud Irish Militia bills, the Mi- 
litia Subalterus bill, the Militia Adjutants 
bill, and the Scotch Bankrupt bill, were 
read a third time and passed. —On the mo- 
tion of lord Eldo: , the further consideration 
of the claims of the duke of Clarence and 
other royal dukes to the right of voting in 
the election of representative peers for 
Ireland, was fixed for Tuesday, 
{[Wiryesses’ Dectaratory Bit1.] 
Lord Eldon, after adverting to what had 


taken place on Wednesday relative to the 


Declaratory bill, observed, that he did not 
attend on that day in consequence of under~ 
standing that a noble and learned lord (El- 
lenborough), not now in his place, would 
propose a clause specifically providiog for 
the exceptions to the general principle and 
which was to be sirbstituted for the proviso 
which he (lord Eldon) had proposed to their 
lordships. From what had happened how- 
ever on that day, he was convinced that he 
must have misunderstood the intentions of 
the noble and learned lord to whom he had 
alluded, He was still of opinion that the 
bill, if passed in its present shape, might 
generate much mischief, and could he have 
conceived that no qualifying clause would 
have been proposed, he would have ate 
tended ‘in his.place on Wednesday, and 
stood out to the last for the adoption of 
his proviso. As the business stood now, 
he must content himself with giving notice 
that if the bill came up from the house of 
commons without receiving any amendment 
that could bring the subject again into dis. 
cussion, he should make a motion on the 
bill brought in by a noble lord (Stanhope) 
for the purpose of bringing the question 
again under their lordships’ consideration. 

‘The Lord Chancellor, after adverting to 
the causes which had given. rise to the De- 
claratory bill, which be had had the honour 
to present to their lordships, conteuded 
that the general enactment contained in 
the bill, merely declared the law to be 
what the majority of the judges had stated 
it; but did not take away any of those 
privileges of demurrer which witnesses 
were previously allowed by law, or the 
power of the judge to decide on such 
grounds of demurrer according to the law 
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as previously defined and laid down, In 
framing the bill he took for its groundwork 
the language used by the noble and learned 
lord (Eldon) in the question referred to 
the judges, which question had been an- 
swered in the affirmative by a majority of 
those learned persons; if therefore there 
was a defect in the bill, it must arise from 
defective opinions delivered by the judges. 

Lord Eldon still adhered to his former 
opinion relative to the operation of the bill. 
He thought however, it would be advisable 
if the bill) was not amended in the house 
of commons to put a question to the judges 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
exceptions to the general principles were 
sated or not under the general enacting 
words of the bill. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, March 21. 

[Mrnvutes.] Sir 8. Cottrell, one of the 
clerks of the privy council, presented at 
the bar, ‘‘ a Return of the total number of 
vacancies which have arisen in the Addi- 
‘ tional Force, by death or desertion, men 
reclaimed as deserters, or claimed as ap- 
prentices, or discharged as unfit for ser- 
vice, for the year’ preceding the Ist of 
Sept. 1805, together with the number who. 
had volunteered into the regular forces, 
for the year ending Ist of Oct. 1805, pur- 
suant to the 14th and 15th sect. of 44 Geo, 
III. cap. 56.” Ordered to be printed.— 
Mr. Burdon rose to submit a proposition 
of great and general importance, and par- 
ticularly to the poorer classes of the com- 
munity. It was become in the highest de- 
gree necessary to ascertain, and to fix up- 
on some mode for the accurate measure- 
ment of coals, for in consequence of the 
want of such an arrangement the public, 
and especially the poor and ignorant, were 
subject to the grossest frauds and imposi- 
tion. To remedy such evils was the object 
of the measure he had thought it his duty 
to bring forward. ‘The hon, member con- 
cluded with moving, for leave to bring in 
a bill for the better regulating the admea- 
surement of coals seaborne ; which was gi- 
ven.—Mr. Staveley presented at the bar 
an Account of the receipts and afrears in 
the Post-Office department on the 5th of 
Jan. 1806, and Mr. Franklyn presented 
an Account from the cominissioners of 
"customs of the arrears and balances due by 
collectors, &c. These accounts were order- 
ed to lie on the table, and the latter was 
ordered to be printed.—Ordered on the 
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motion of Mr. Vansittart, that an account 
should be laid before the house of the g 
mount of interest accruing upon such Rx. 
chequer Bills as are to be paid off in 
the year 1806; and the right hon. ge, 
gave notice that he would move a vols 
upon this subject in the committee of 
supply on Monday.—Sir J. Sinclair mmo. 
ved, that there be laid before the house gq 
account of all grants already made onto 
the Forfeited Estates in Scotland. ‘Aly 
for an account of all balances arising from 
the said estates, with the interest ‘dig 
thereon, and the persons in whose hands 
the same are. Ordered.—Mr. W. Smith 
brought up the report of the committee tp 
whom the Petition of Messrs. Chalney 
and Cowie was referred, which was order 
ed to be printed.—Mr. Close presented the 
lirst Report of the Commissioners of Mis 
litary Enquiry, which was ordered to lie on 
the table and to be printed. —The housere. 
solved itself into a committee on the Dublin 
Paving Bill, in. which some conversation 
took place between Mr. C. Wynne, Mr, 


Vansittart, Mr. J. Latouche, lord De Bla: 


quiere, and Mr. Ormsby. The two latter 
opposed the bill as unjust and unnecessary, 
and the former defended it. The report 
was ordered to be received on Monday, 

{Bupcer.] Lord Henry Petty gave notice, 
that on Friday next he would move for the 
house to resolve itself into a committee, to 
consider of the Ways and Means which he 
should submit to them of providing thesup 
plies necessary for the service of the pre 
sent year. 

Mr. Rose considered it as unusual to 
bring forward the Ways and Means before 
all the estimates of the year had been vo 
ted by the house. At present the house 
were still ignorant of the military estimates 
for the year. 

Mr. Mansittart replied, that whatever re 
gulations might be made in the military a 
fairs of the country, must, as a matter of 
course, be submittéd to a distinct commit 
tee of supply ; and though his noble friend 
might explain the ways and means he bad 
to propose, it did not follow that any mort 
would be voted, than what appeared upo 
the estimates. 

Lord Henry Petty said, that the righthon 
gent. would have an opportunity of statiig 
any objections that’ might occur to him, 
when the question was brought forward. 

Mr.. Rose rejoined, that he knew theco® 
versation was, at this time, irregular; D 
he was struck with the singularity of 
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sing forward the ways and means, before 
the military expences were made known. 
[Erection Treatinc Biit.] Mr.Tierney 
moved the second reading of the Election 
Treating bill. Upon the question being put, 
Mr. Fuller rose and expressed his sur- 
prize, that the right hon. gent. should sub- 
mit such an important motion without say- 
ing one sentence upon the subject. To say 


qmuch in its favour, he thought quite be- 
‘yond the power of the right hon. gent. or 


any other person. Indeed, it did not ap- 
near to his mind that such a measure could 
at all be sustained, for its tendency would 
be to disfranchise an immense proportion 
of the freeholders of the country. In the 
case even of the county he had the honour 
to represent, what would be the fate of the 
poor freeholders who lived above 80 miles 
from the place of polling? Why, that such 
persons, unable to defray the expence of 
the journey, would foreit their votes. The 
same thing would, no doubt, happen in 
many, if not all other counties. It was 
enough that poor freeholders should be 
subject to the loss of time and the trouble 
of going to the hustings, without being 
called upon to submit to the expence of 
carriage from distant quarters. This ex- 
ence was no material loss to the candi- 
dates, and it was to be recollected that the 
poor voters were only treated to this jaunt 
once in seven years. It would be cruel 
then to dash this trivial cup from the poor 
man’s lips.. The house should bear in mind 
the manner in which our sagacious enemy 
acted towards his people, particularly to- 
wards his soldiery, to every one of whom 
he occasionally appealed, complimenting 
them at once as the judge of his conduct, 
the means of his success, and the partaker 
ofhis glory. A similar policy should govern 
this country. Every Englishman should be 
taught to feel a common interest with his 
country and its legislature, and the best 
mode to encourage’that feeling was by ma- 
king every, even the poorest freeholder, an 
arbiter “of the conduct of his representa- 
tive. But the object of this bill would be 
to deprive the greater part of the poor free- 
holders of this important right. If such a 


‘bill were to pass, the effect would be to in- 


jure independent candidates, to exclude 
distant voters, and to leave the fate of an 
election generally to the decision of the 


‘mob of the town where it might take place. 
‘Thus, the man who could best harangue 


the.mob, would probably be the successful 


‘taudidate, to the exclusion of those in- 


! 
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dependent men who were most worthy to be 
members of. parliament—for‘ those who 
should not submit to great trouble would 
have no chance of succeeding. Sir Edward 
Coke had observed, that those men were most 
fit to be members of parliament who did not 
care whether they were so or not; and if 
this bil] were to be adopted, such men would, 
in all likelihood, be utterly excluded ; for 
being prevented from paying for the con- 
veyance of voters, being too proud to can- 
vass, and unwilling to count the mere mob 
at the hustings, they would have but little 
chance of any voters at all. 

Mr. Morris professed the greatest respect 
for the hon. mover of the bill. He knew 
him to be intimately acquainted with“the 
laws on the subject of treating at elections, 
and that the whole had engaged much of 
his attention. But his objections to the 
present bill were of such a radical nature, 
that no alteration or amendment could re- 
concile him to its adoption, and therefore 
he felt this the proper stage to make his 
stand against it. If it were meant as a de 
claratory law, to explain the act ‘of king 
William, he’ would resist it as totally unne- 
cessary, and if meant to go farther than 
that act, he would resist it as improper and 
unjust. The giving meat and drink to vo- 
ters was alfeady prohibited by the letter of 
the statute of William, and there, if his 
judgement, the law went far enough. If it 
proceeded the length of forbidding the 
conveyance of voters at the expence of 
candidates, he should sincerely regret it, 
and, among others, for the reasons stated 
by the last speaker. But it was urged, he 
understood, by the right hon. mover of 
this bill, whose speech he had not the good 
fortune to hear, that doubts existed with 
respect to the interpretation of the law up- 
on the subject of treating, and that there- 
fore a declaratory law was necessary. Of 
the existence of such doubts, he was not at 
allaware. In the Worcester case, alluded 
to by the right hon. gent., the argument of 
council was evidently mistaken forthe de- 
cision -of the committee. The fact was, 
that subsequent to that decision, a bill was 
broughtin, as it professed, toremoye doubts 
as to the treating act. That bill found its 
way into the house of lords, where it was 
strongly reprobated by lord Mansfield, who 
very properly observed, that the multipli- 
cation of statutes, instead of adding to the 
strength of the law, served to impair and 
weakenit. Such a remark was alwaysen- 
titled to consideration, but particularly 
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where, asin this case, there was no ground 
of nécessity. To prove the necessity, how- 
ever, some endeavours had been used, by 
referring to cases of doubt. Among those 
eases Ipswich and Barnstaple had been re- 
ferred to. Now the fact was, that in the 
former case, the subject had not been at all 
gone into, the election having been decla- 
red void on other grounds ; and as to Barn- 
staple, the only appearance of doubt in the 
construction of the law was by the petition- 
ers, who stated, that if their epponent had 
advanced money, merely for the travelling 
expences of voters, they should not press 
the committee to come to any decision up- 
on that point. Such astatement, bowever, 
could avail nothing in arguing the question 
before the house. These petitioners might 
have declined to enter into discussion, as 
to travelling charges, having probably de- 
frayed the same charges on their own side. 
But their motive was of little consequence. 
The question was, whether their miscon- 
struction of the law should be taken as a 
proof that any doubts existed as to the fair 
interpretation of that law; whether the mis- 
takes of a few men as to the meaning of a 
law, should be admitted as evidence that 
the law was doubtful, ahd that a declarato- 
ry act was necessary, as was pretended in 
the case before the house ? Whereas, in re- 
ality, no doubt existed upon this subject. 
The last decision upon the Herefordshire 
case was quite conclusivé as to treating. 
The dommittee there had before them the 
proof of travelling charges having been paid 
by the candidate; but their determination 
was grounded distinctly upon this, that 
tickets had been given tothe voters for meat 
and drink, and this it was which they pro- 
nounced to be within the meaning of the 
treating act. Of course upon that ground 
the candidate was disqualified. So far as 
to the decisions of committees with regard 
to this law. - Now, as to the proceedings in 
the courts respecting it, there were but a 
few cases. From the actions however, 
which were brought by inn-keepers against 
candidates, for the expences ineurred at 
elections, contrary to the treating act, it 
appeared that such actions could not be 
maintained. In the action brought against 
two members of that house, Messrs. Fran- 
cis and Moore, lord Kenyon did not, to be 
sure, direct a nonsuit, because, very pro- 
perly as a judge of nisi prius, perceiving a 
look of equity in the claim, he referred it; 
at the same time pronouncing.an agreement 
which appearéd to have been entered into 
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by one of the candidates to indemnify the 
other for his“election expences, to be total 
illegal, “* because it pledged.a man to 
those expences which it was contrary to 
law to incur.’”? There were other cages on 
the books which served to shew that no 
doubts prevailed in the courts below, upog 
the interpretation of the treating act. The 
point was, indeed, conclusively determined, 
by the decision in the court of C 
pleas, in the case of Ribbons v. Crickeip 
Upon the whole then, it was obvious to hj 
judgement, thatas no doubt existed as to the 
construction of the treating act, no declg. 
ratory law was necessary ; and that a ney 
law, such as that before the house, would 
be highly improper, it required very little 
consideration to prove. It was impossible 
to say what mischiefs would result from the 
adoption of such a bill. A vast number 
of treeholders would be disfranchised, not 
for any improper act, but merely in cop, 
sequence of their inability to defray the 
expence of their conveyance to the hustings, 
The right bon. mover was reported to 
have said, that the removal of a voter from 
the place where his right of voting lay was 
a matter of option; but that was not the 
case. For the tradesman and the manufacts 
rer must gowhere his industry would meet 
employment: he must shift his residenceto 
follow the market. In many, if not most, 
iustances, the change of residence on the 
part of voters was not.a matter of choice 
but of necessity, ofteutimes painful neces 
sity, and yet this bill would aggravate such 
pain. In counties the right bon. mover 
proposed the taking of the: poll at diferent 
places, in order to obviate one of the most 
glaring objections to his bill, but such a 
multiplication of polling places would be 
produetive of confusion and increased ef 
pence even to the candidates. Further 
more, he would object to such a propos 
tion, beeause he liked the publicity in 
which a freeholder now gave his vote; 
in the face of the county and of the cand 
date.—It had also been said that sucha 
measure would only be acting up to the 
spirit of the act appointing the right 
election to be confivued to those possess 
of a 40s. freehold, since 40s. at that period 
might be reckoned equal to 3O/. at present; 
and thus you preserved more.complete 
the independence of electors. But wilh 
regard to the independence of 40s. freehol 
ders, his opinion was, that from the gene 
ral diffusion of industry and its productive 
capacity, freeholders of that class posse 
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ged as much independence of mind as any 
other description of persons. To deprive a 
great body of such men, as this bill would 
tend to do, of the exercise of their elective 
franchise, would serve to produce a dispo- 
sition to listlessness and languor among the 
ple, than which nothing was more to be 
dreaded ; for nothing would be better-cal- 
culated to facilitate the subjugation of the 
country and to lead to despotism, The 
French scarcely valued such a thing as the 
élective franchise; but any man who had 
éver seen an election in this country must 
be sensible how different was the feeling 
which prevailed among Englishmen, how 
eagerly they crowded to the hustings, and 
how little they were in a state to be recon- 
ciled to the relinquishment of a right they 
so highly prized. He was glad to think on 
the estimation in which the people held 
this important privilege, and was always 
happy to perceive the enthusiam which pre- 
wailed at popular elections. Since such 
scenes had been freed from the tumult and 
iitoxication which formerly disgraced them, 
the enthusiam displayed must be observed 
with pleasure by every man who loved po- 
pular liberty ; who felt as an Englishman. 
The hon. and learned gent. concluded with 
stating that he could-not conceive the least 
inischief likely to arise to the freedom of 
election mérely from the candidates paying 
the expence incurred by the carriage of poor 
voters to the hustings, while very great evil 
was to be apprehended, if, by disqualifying 
candidates for merely defraying such expen- 
ees, a vast number Of voters should be pre- 
cluded from thé exercise of their franchise. 
_Mr. Francis rose and said :—Mr. Speaker; 
The unexpected mention, which the learn- 
ed gent, has made of me by name, and of 
my hon. friend the present representative 
of the city of Coventry, makes it indispen- 
sibly necessary to set my hon. friend and 
myself right on this subject. The learned 
gent. has been led into a great error con- 
eerning some supposed facts, which he has 
asserted, and he has done us great injus- 
tice. Thad not the advantage of hearing 
the first part of his speech, and therefore 
T know not, nor am I able to conjecture on 
what evidence he makes such assertions. 
Whatever it may be, I assure him it is 
false. On this point I cannot be mistaken, 


because it is impossible I should ever for- 
get the contested election at Tewksbury in 
1796, or any materiel passage im that 
In truth, Ihave too much 
The calumnies, 


transaction. 
feason to remember it. 
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to which he alludes; and which in the first 
instance were passionately and most inde~ 
cently delivered from the bench, and pro- 
pagated afterwards with great industry in 
the newspapers, have been publicly refuted, 
and ought to have beet forgotten long ago, 
But it is in the nature of calumny, not in- 
deed ultimately and always to survive truth, 
but to live and lurk in the dark, and, when 
au interval has elapsed sufficient, in ap- 
pearance at least, to furnish a probable 
security against detection or to escape con- 
tradiction, to revive with new malice, and 
endeavour to do its dirty work again. I 
am far from attributing that intention to 
the learned gent. ; but I say he is deceived, 
and that the information be has given the 
house is not true. He supposes that my 
hon. friend and I had been convicted of a 
contract, by which he was bound to bear 
the whole experce of the contest,.and that 
such contract was illegal. Whether it would 
have been so or not, is immaterial, because 
in fact there was no such agreement. My 
hon. friend, I know, did incur a much 
greater expence than I did in the course 
of that transaction; because he was en- 
gaged very long before i had any concern 
in it, and because he managed every thing. 
What I affirm is that my proper share of 
that expence was paid by myself. The 
generous ardour, with which lord Kenyon 
maintained the moderate demands of the 
innocent inn-keepers against ws, whom he 
charged in terms with a’ plot first to cor- 
rupt and then to cheat them, does honour 
to his moral character. At sight of vir- 
tae in distress, that worthy judge’s pas- 
sions were always ready to take fire. Un- 
luckily for my hon. friend and me, he was 
fot at all a political judge. If the Treat- 
ing act, as it then stood, vacated any ac- 
tion, and ought to have non-suited any 
plaintiff for the expences in question, 
presume it was the duty of the jadge to 
advert to such act, and to let the law ~ 
tuke its course, even against his own tender 
feelings for the plaintiff. All I know is, 
that lord Kenyon did not take notice of 
it, that he gave a violent and reproachful 
charge to the jury against us, and that in 
the end we paid the full demand of the 
inn-keeper within a trifle. We never plead- 
ed the statute ; nor, if there had been fifty 
statutes to bar ‘the action, should we ever 
have reserted to that or to arty other legal 
pretence to shelter us from am honest or 
an équitable demand, What we contend- 
ad, and what I still believe to be true, 
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was that the amount of the charge was|was the custom to deliver many instructive 
exorbitantly unjust; three times greater, | sentiments from the chair. These admonj. 
as we at least were convinced, than the] tions descended upon us with great autho. 
real expence. Several months before the| rity, because. the chair was usually filled by 
action was tried, we made a public tender} a noble person of the first rank; and they 
of two thirds of that and of all other de-}| madeadeepimpression, because our hearts 
mands on the same atcount, without exa-| were open; and, if we deliberated at al] 
mination, which several of the publicans|it was at a moment, when few of us were 
accepted.—I shall now, sir, submit to you | capable of deceit. One of these admonj- 
a few observations on the general tendency | tions was, never to relax our efforts in ade 
of the bill before the house. It is a duty, | versity, or to forget our principles in pro. 
of which I am bound to acquit myself, by|sperity. It cannot be denied that on the 
some particular consideratigns, which im-j subject of parliamentary reform, my hon, 
mediately concern me and a few others, | friend and I Jaboured hard enough in the 
and by mo means the generality of the|service of the commonwealth without fee 
house. The first is the special relation and] or reward ; and, if we should forget our 
connection, in which my right hon. friend| principles now, I do not think it cap 
and I have heretofore acted together on|be attributed to any particular good for 
the subject of a parliamentary reform. In|tune, that has befallen us. As far as | 
April 1792, a certain society was formed] can perceive, our morals are not likely to 
in this city, called ‘The Friends of the|be corrupted by prosperity. I never did 
People.” My right. hon. friend and IJ or could suspect a man of his sound judge. 
were members of it, with other persons, | ment of favouring such a folly as universal 
who now occupy some of the highest sta-| representation. For my part, sir, it is well 
tions in his majesty’s service. In that}known that I took every opportunity to - 
company I passed for a moderate reformer, | disclaim it and even to engage the society 
and, I believe, not without some little dis-| to disavow it.* I never harboured a thought 
credit to me in their opinion; though in}so dangerous and so absurd, as that Of se. 
fact moderation was the professed principle | parating the power from the property of the 
and the rea] character of the society. Noj|country. “To those, who would place 
doubt or suspicion of that kind could at-|‘* power in the hands of indigence, I said, 
tach to the conduct.of my right hon. friend, |“ that power and property cannot be sepa- 
He fairly went the full length of his prin- |“ rated long. Sooner or later, the power 
ciples ;, and so did some others, who are |“ will take the property, and the property 
now too modest to boast of the part they |“ gradually revert to anewset of men, who 
took in those proceedings, or to make it|‘* would still be the few compared with 
any way the subject of immediate osten-|‘‘ the whole number; that is, property 
tation.. In so numerous a society, various}‘ would soon be distributed and settled 
theories and opinions might naturally be|‘‘ more or less, just as it is at present, 
entertained. Even they, who agreed in|“ The final result, at best, would be no» 
principle, differed in degree. In those{‘‘ thing but a change of hands and a tem- 
days, the idea of reforming the house of|“ porary shifting of possession.” But who 
commons by a scheme of universal repre-|is there can calculate, or who can think 
sentation, that is, by giving a vote to every | without terror of the dangers, that must be 
hackney-coachman and chimney-sweeper|encountéred, and the miseries that must 
in the kingdom, was by no means so much | be endured, in transitu?+ I say that such 
out of date or out of fashion as it is now.|a scheme is no more authorized by exam 
In our society, however, I do sincerely be-| ple and success, than it is to be defended 
lieve that it would not have prevailed, nor|on general principles, or any rational 
was any/man so ill advised as to propose| theory. Of all republican constitutions, 
it inform. Nevertheless, I confess it was | that of Rome, on thé whole, was the wisest 
not so directly rejected, or so explicitly | for its purposes, of which history has gived 
condemned, as it ought to have been. On|us any accurate information. In that 1e 
that account, the society itself was calum-| public, a census, or fortune was necessary 
niated, and my right hon. friend andI were|to entitle a Roman to be a soldier. No 
cruelly misrepresented. We were at the . , peng 
‘same — members of another society, (the] , nh Me re, of the Friends of the Pegi 
Whig Club,) of a more convivial character |" "4 Vide Mr. Francis’s Letter to Mr. Wyvilly de 
and composed of greater names, where it | ted 20th Jan. 1795. Vol. V. p. 295. satel 
3 
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‘jpamiiwas: thought fit to be entrusted with 


arms-for the defence of bis country, who 
had:not that interest in its welfare, which 
wasattached to propenty, and.could be de- 
rixed from: nothing else. The preletarii, 
who were supposed: to be good for nothing 

yopagation, and: the: capite censi, wie 
BS Sotoled by the head or by tale, 
belonged to no class, and had no vote or 
wiceim any act of the people. My right 
hom: friend and I concurred in thinking 
that} in order if possible to make venality 
inthe election of persons to serve in par- 
liamént useless, -if not impracticable, it 


.. would be advisable to extend the right of 


yoting tothe greatest number of voters 
that could be obtained consistently with 
the public safety. With that united view, 
we-hunted for property, wherever it could 
be found, in order: to ‘support. the vote. 
He knows best whether he ever meant to 
consider the vote as a personal right with- 
out any’ other qualificatidn, and to:act.on 
thatiprinciple. 1 believe not; but Jam 
sure that such a project never entered into 
my contemplation.—I ought now to’ state 
tothe house for what purpose I have intro- 
ducetl these topics and reflections, and how 
mean to bring them home to the business: 
ofthe day. ‘I'he fact is, that I have had 
no Opportunity of examining the bill which 
is under consideration. But I have col- 
lected enough from the debates to know 
that it is the prevailing opinion of this 
house, and not yet disputed by any body, 
that the inevitable effect and operation of 
the'bill,:;whether intended or not, will be 
te reduce very considerably the mumber 
of yoters in county elections ; and that, 
the larger the county is, the smaller 
will the proportion of actual voters be in 
such elections. It is said, and J believe, 
wuly, that the little freehalders, at any dis- 
tance from the county-town, would never 
Vote at all. What the consequence of that 
would be, deserves the serious’ considera. 
tion’of every man, who wishes. to preserve 
the popular partof this constitution. The 
question that deserves to be more..imme- 
diately considered by my rivht.hon. friend, 
and to which. | wished, by all that I have 
said, to draw his attention, is, whether it 
be possible for him to reconcile the prin- 
ciple, which he and I avowed and acted on 
from 1792 to 1795, viz. of extending the 
tight of voting as far as property. could be 
found to support it, with the practical ef- 
fect of his present bill, which, as I find it 
asserted on all hands, would be to reduce 

VoL, Vi. . 
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and-confine the exercise of the right to a 
much smaller number, than that, which he 
and I formerly agreed in thinking ought to 
be considerably increased ; 1 mean in: the 
counties, where the vote might have been 
extended with the least inconvenience and 
the greatest safety. » With this impression 
of the operation of ‘the bill, which on his 
part I am sure was neither intended nor 
foreseen, I am bound to oppose it. 

Mr. Morris explained, that he took his 
statement of Mr. Francis’s case from the 
reports of the Court of King’s Bench, -whicli 
were generally allowed to be accurate. 

Mr. Tierney disclaimed the slightest ine 
tention of proposing to disfranchise any 
freeholders under 30/. On the contrary, if 
a preposition of that nature were brought 
forward, be would be among the first to op- 
pose it. 

Mr. W. Dundas said, that he should 
find himself under the necessity of oppo~ 
sing the present bill, unless:Scotland was 
altogether excluded from the operation of it. 

Mr. Johnstone could not see that any 
great benefit was likely to arise from the al- 
terations that this bill proposed. As’tothe 


practical part of the'constitution, he thought 
hit: would be hard to point out any conside- 
rable: improvement. 
words of Dr. Paley, who would be allowed 


He might quote the 


to be a good authority on the subject. He 
might, hke him, ask, Whom is this house 
It is of men whith’ come 
from every class of society, which produces 
considerable talent and information.” In 
that house there were not only represen- 
tatives of the landed interests, but of the 
commercial interest also; there were men, 
who were the most distinguished in every 
liberal profession and honourable situation. 
He could not see what sort of men were 
fitter to sit mm that house, than those who 
actually had seats under the present mode 
ofrepresentation, As he therefore did not’ 
perceive any practical good that was’ to re- 
sult from changing either the mode of re- 
presentation, or the description of persons 
who were to be'representatives, he shoul 

oppose the billi ; 

_ Mr. Lee considered thisa measure, ‘the 
appropriate title of which would be “ a bill 
to lessen the number of voters.” It was 
calculated, he thought, to deprive a class 
of men of the right of voting, who, although 
poor, were capable of exercising that right 
as independently and as free from corrupe 
tion as persons of affluence. He- could 
aes ts" relish the idea of disfranchising a 
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man for his poverty ; and that would be the 
effect of this bill. In fact the proportion 
of freeholders whieh it would disfranchise 
would be enormous. In Coventry alone, 
the freemen disfranchised by such a mea- 
sure, would amount to several thousands. 
Another objection he bad to the measure 
before the house was, that it proceeded 
upon a principle of partial legislation, by 
enacting one law for Englaud, and leaving 
the law of Ireland upon the same subject 
in statu quo. ‘The law ought, in bis opinion, 
to be in all cases general, as far as was con- 
' sistent with the difference of local circum- 
stances. 

Sir R. Burton entreated the house not 
lightly to reject a measure which he thought 
perfectly congenial with the spirit of the 
British constitution. According to the prin- 
ciples of that constitution, a man should 
come into that house free and independent, 
and the constituent: who sent him there 
should be free.and independent also. Now 
the former could not be so if he were to pay 
an enormoussum of money for his election ; 
nor could the latter be so if he were to re- 
ceive money for his vote; and, disguise it 
as gentlemen pleased, the expence of car- 
riage was a species of payment to the voter. 
There was a time when, instead of members 
paying for their election, they ‘were: paid 
for their attendance; and he should be 
glad to, see the same practice again. The 
hon, baronet repeated his wish. Mem- 
bers jwould be likely to enter that house 
not with a view to derive auy emoluments 
from the state, but for the benefit of the 
country, » 

Mr. Rose did not agree with the distinc- 
tion taken by the hon. and learned gent.(Mr. 
Morris) that ifany thing more was given than 
merely the price of conveyance to the place 
of election, it must be considered bribery. 
If freemen were to be conveyed to a dis- 
tant town, suppose, for instance, Coveuitry, 
it was evident that there must be conside- 
rable expences besides the mere price of 
the carriage... The candidates were now in 
a very disagreeable situation, as they could 
not tell, in the manner the Jaw now stood, 


what was, or what ‘was not, to be consi- 


dered in that light. He thought it was 
therefore right that the law should be made 
explicit on this point. He trusted that the 
house would pause before they rejected such 
a proposition, and begged them to consider 
that ifthe expence of carriages were allowed, 
it was nonsense to-suppose that refreshment 
and treating by the way would not follow; 
Soy 
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also whether a compensation for losgigf 
time,. which would lead to complete ‘brie 
bery, might not be the next proposition, ; 
Mr. Courtenay remarked upon the pur 
of the principle and the refinement of ng 
tion, which the house had witnessed in the 
speech of the hon. baronet, and the righ 
hon. gent. who had just followed him 
Really those two gentlemen were not only 
so pure themselves, but they seemedt 
think they were addressing themselves tg 
an angelic audiences No doubt the hon, 
baronet came into that house with the pm 
rest and most disinterested views, and 
nothing in view but the good of his 
—and the right hon. gent. who followed 
him was inspired with equal purity, and 
equally discarded every consideration bat 
that of patriotism. | ‘hat right hon, get 
had stated, that it was nonsense to suppose 
that a voter would go from one placet 
another to give his vote without receiving 
something more than the law would allow, 
No doubt the right hon. gent. spoke ftom 
his experience. He was, it might be pre 
sumed, tolerably competent to judge upon 
such a subject; and so, perhaps, wer 
others also. If in reality, every candidate 
were disqualified who paid the travelling 
expence of poor voters to the hustings, naj 
something more, the right hon. gent. would 
admit, that the benches on both sideswould 
be rather thinned. . For himself, he would 
say, that he did not like this extreme sol 
citude to exclude the poor from the & 
tification usually enjoyed at popular 
tions. They seldom had such opportunities, 
and when they offered they ought -not 
be shut out from them, merely on the pre 
tence of seeking for purity. He could not 
approve of the use of a filtering stone to 
clear away all the mud of poverty, vulgar 
mirth, &c. from popular elections, and to 
let nothing but the pure water of affluence, 
good order, &c. trickle down to invigorate 
the members of thathouse. Therighthon 
mover had said, that he would not inti 
duce a bill to ‘disqualify freeholders onder 
30/1. But it would not perhaps be amis 
to call to mind, that the bill of Henry Vity 
confining the right of voting to freeholdsol 
40s. was itself a bill of disqualification ; aut 
it was one advantage resulting from tl 
depreciation of money, that the object of 
that disqualification law had. in @ get 
measure been defeated. As to the *. 
tions of the noise and confusion wig 
these voters occasioned, who were ( 
from distant parts, they alarmed himndh 
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Gockades, and the liberty of huzzaing, 
were things which every Englishman ad- 
red; they contributed to give bim an 
jdeaof the rights he enjoyed, and ‘on the 
possession of which he’ prized himself, 
oe was’ well expressed by one of our ce- 
jebrated poets, he believed Dryden, who 
spoke thus of an election time— 
ome Where every man enjoys, 
_ «0 His liberty and property of noise.” 
On the whole, the bill appeared to him, 
highly objectionable, as operating to the 
disftanchisement of thousands, and he 
should, therefore, vote against it. 
Captain Herbert disapproved of the bill, 
because’ it would have the effect of dis- 
franchising by much the greater propotion 
ofthe electors of this country, namely, all 
those who resided at a distance from the 
ue of election, This bill, if it passed in 
its present state, would have the effect, in 
agreat county, of making. it the election, 
of the county at large, but of the coun- 
tytown, and instead of operating in favour 
ofgentlemen of small fortune getting into 
that house, as the right hon. mover alleged, 
would completely defeat that end, if they 
resided in any remote part of the county, 


by depriving them of the power of bring-| 


ing forward their friends. 

r. Secretary For rose to assure his 
right hon. friend who brought in the bill, 
that his voting for the bill’s going into a 
committee, by no means proceeded from 
his objections to the bill being done away, 
butfrom a desire to see if it might not be 
there rendered more palateable, if not en- 
tirely agreeable to the wishes of gentlemen 
onall sides. ‘There was one object of the 
billte which he was friendly, that of re- 
moving doubts which at present existed. 
Ifthat could be done,. it would be highly 
desirable; and, as such, he would vote for 
itsgoing to a committee; but he, by no 
means, in giving this vote, pledged himself 
to any further support of the bill. He 
thought it necessary to say thus much, lest 
his- vote should be misconstrued. 

» Mr, Buller said, that when such high 
authorities as the chief justices of the two 
supreme courts differed, and the commit- 
tees of that house also; it was necessary 
those doubts should be removed; and he 
wished, therefore, the bill should go into 
# committee. He approved also of the 
poll being taken in large counties, in dif- 

t places, as it would tend much to 

n the expences, and enable men of 
Moderate fortunes, to offer themselves as 
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candidates, without the risk of being ruined. 

Mr. Leycestcr begged to put the house 
right as to the’ supposed contrariety of 
opinion between the judgments of the two 
courts. ‘The decision in the Common Pleas 
was the only one which could be calculated 
on, as that in the King’s Bench, which was 
not a solemn judgment, but merely a ver- 
dict at Niei Prius, did not at all proceed qn 
the act of King William, but was foanded 
on the statute of George Il. imposing pe- 
nalties, where the judge necessarily lett it 
to the jury to find, guo animo the 30/. was 
given. 

The Attorney General (sir Arthur Pigott) 
hoped to be forgiven while he in as few 
words as possible stated the situation in 
which the law of the case at present stood. 
The only instance in which a solemn deci- 
sion on the point had taken place was that 
before alluded to, in the court of Common 
Pleas, in which the law was laid down as 
stated by his right hon. friead who intro- 
duced the bill; as to what had passed 
at Nisi Prius, that he did not pretend to 
know. -As_ to the state of the practice 
before the committees of the house of 
commons, that, he confessed, had been in 
general contrary to the decision of the court 
of Common Pleas, Ie bad had consider- 
able practice in matters of that kind, and 
he had seen several committees find that 
the providing of carriages to electors who 
resided at a distance, or supplying them 
with the means of providing such carriages, 
were not violations of the act of king Wil- 
liam. Other committees he had seen find, 
that supporting such electors while absent 
from home, and enabling them again to 
return to the place from.whence they came, 
were also’ not to be esteemed as falling 
under the act. For 20 years, he was cer- 
tain, that had been the general plan pur- 
sued by committees: that was to say, 
elections were not declared void on ace 
count of such practices. But the dificulty 
had always been, what was preperly to be 
ascribed to those motives, and if, under 
pretence of such allowace, any-corruption 
had been exercised. Where no such ex- 
cess was found, the facts already stated, 
were not esteemed grounds on which 
the elections should be declared void. 
This was an extremely singular state of the 
law between our courts of justice and our 
parliamentary judicature. In the courts 
of law, an action for these expences could 
not be entertained; in our parliamentary 
judicature they were held to be perfectly 
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legal. He had indeed seen committees who 
thought otherwise, and who had esteemed 
such furnishings to come within the statute 
of William. But what must be the case of 
the candidate in such an uncerfain state of 
matters? Or what could a person to whom 
he applied fdr advice, say to him? He 
might tell him; I cannot advise you, the 
general turn of the opinion of the commit- 
tees is so and so; that, by the act of king 
William, it was, at least, extremely ques- 
tionable how far he was entitled to grant 
any of those furnishings ; but still he could 
give him no precise advice by which he 
Mmightinot be injured.either in a court of 
law or by a parliamentary judicature, Mi- 
serable, in such a state as this, must the 
case of the candidate be. For these rea- 
sons he wished the bill night be allowed to 
go'through a committee, where it would 
be in the power of the house to determine 
the general rule or admeasurement by 
which conveyances for electors was to be 
regulated. He could not approve of the 
bill as it now stood. If it were to be laid 
down, that a candidate, by conveying an 
elector oh a coach-box from the place of 
his residence to. the scene of the election, 
forfeited his seat, he should esteem it, not 
the disfranchisement of the electors, but of 
the candidates. 

Mr. Tierney rose to reply. He observed 
’ that it appeared to him rather inconsistent 
in his right hon. friend (Mr. Fox), to con- 
sent to the bill going into a committee, 
while ‘he at the same time pretty clearly 
signified his. disapprobation of its principle. 
One gentleman bad found fault with the 
bill because he considered it a sort of par- 
liamentary reform. Another objected to 
it, because it was not a parliamentary re- 
form, and thought that he (Mr. Tierney) 
had deserted that principle, which he had 
so often professed that he adhered to. In 
the first place, he would say, this measure 
was not connected with what was gene- 
rally called a-parliamentary reform. But 
at the same time, no person ought to con- 
sider his introducing it, as any dereliction of 
the principles and opinions he had former- 
ly professed. A wise and prudent lover of 
reform would get what he could towards 
his object, when circumstances prevented 
him from getting whathe wished. He was 
a little astonished at what had fallen from 
another» hon. gent. (Mr. Courtenay), who 
bad been a long time, a warm advocate for 
parliamentary reform, and who. still .con- 
sidered the noise and tumult attending po- 
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pular elections, as a genuine symptoms Mpett 
the spirit of British liberty. He could.gg aus 
sure that hon.:gent., that if he had eyg: i jlita 
been at the Borough election, aboutthy 
or four o’clock inthe day, when the. 
was cast. wp, he would have witn 
much of those indications of the spirits 
British liberty, and heard as much nojgg 
shouting. and tumult, as his heart coulj 
wish. He ‘could not conceive, how 
could be said to be disfranchising any body, 
to declare “that no man shouldbe 
mitted to exercise his elective franchisey 
the expence’of the candidate.” Woulj 
any gent. contend, that the franchise indy. 
ded aright of being carried, free of expenge 
to and from the place of election? Aga 
body could argue that such a right existed 
in the elector, there would be no digit 
taken away by the present bill. But awhil 
this practice was allowed, it was impossib 
for gentlemen of moderate fortune, whip 
ever might be their talents, or the esteem 
in which they were held, to stand beloy 
men of much superior wealth. They coiild 
not afford to bring the freeholders an ‘thet 
interest from the distance of fifty orsiny 
miles to the county town. It wasnotg 
much his object to protect candidatesifrow 
expence, as to protect parliament, andip 
throw its doors open to that descriptiono 
men, whose introduction he considertds 
a most desirable thing: he did not wih 
that wealth should be deprived of its pm 
per influence, but he must object ‘toi 
being the. only qualification; he alway 
wished to see men of large fortunes imthd 
house, but he also wished to see memibes 
of another description. As long as te 
candidate was expected to pay the expel 
of bringing the freeholders to the placed 
election, so long great wealth mustcay 
every thing before it ; for no man of mode 
rate fortune, whatever might be his talents 
or the esteem in which he was held, could 
ever venture to incur the expence of’ beitg 
a candidate fora county. He could 
no better reason for a candidate being & 
pected to be at-the expence of convejiny 
to a borough town all the .freemen te 
could find to vote for him. If thosema 
left the town where they had obtain 
their franchise, it was for their own em 
lument they left it ;;and if ‘they should 
come upto London, in order to getimor 
money than they would have done inti 
town, the improvement of their citeult 
stances could give them no right to# 
any body to additional expence, for@ 
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sie eof their franchise. .If gentlemen 


day Munsidered: that this bill would virtually 


ligtapchise any body, they should always 
ggliect, that jit was in the power of the 
wa dates themselves to-do by an agree- 
yt, what the present-bill proposed to'do 
his only object 
sing, it in-was, to put anvend to ithe 
sail expence to which candidates were 
aha and, by that means, to en- 
e:men to stand as candidates, whose 
= would be an acquisition to ‘that 
ibut who were, at present, unable :to 
»before the length of .purse which 

t be opposed to:them. 

Porchester .objected so ‘tauch. ito 
igprincipte of ihe bill, that be: could not 
‘whe (far its going into a-‘comimittee. -It 

opinion, ‘thutino 'bills:should go into 
wommittee but'such as were approved of 
in their, principle. His: objections «were 
pincipally to the disfranchisement of such 
agonsiderable number of ‘electors.—The 
nwas then called for, andthe house 
ded; when the numbers appeared, for 
tesecond reading 73; against it 17 ; mia- 
joity56. Thebilliwas then read the se- 
dnd time, and committed for Wednesday. 
[Aesares orlwpia.] Mr. Huddlestone 
Sil, he rose to move for certain papers 
Rlative to the Affairs of India; whereupon, 
The Speaker felt it his duty, as the hon. 
member had given no notice of his motion, 
fo state to the hon. gent. ‘what he con- 
ited, after what bad recently passed on 
thissubject, the practice agreed on by the 
louse to be ; first, he understood it to be 
titled, that any. member was entitled to 
move for any of the returns, or public ac- 
fonts usually returned to parliament 
Mely session, without giving any notice ; 
tordly, that any of his majesty'’s servants 
inthat house had a right to move forany 
turn they chose, at the same time, stating 
ilove for the use and information of that 
louse, without any previous notice ; third- 
any gentleman might move for any offi- 
hdocument, without notice, if he at the 
me time stated that.he had communi- 
tiled his intention to some one vr.more 
persons in whose departments such 

t was deposited, and that there 
mis n0) likelihood of objection to such mo- 
tion, But in all other cases, he understood 

be the practice, as now settled, that 
20.motion for any such document could 
arsine by the house, without pre- 
notice. This, until he should be fur- 

et instructed by the sense of the house, 
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he held to be the practice agreed on; and, 
until the house should be pleased to give 
directions to the contrary, he should feel 
himself by duty precluded from putting the 
question on any such motion, of which no 
previous notice shall have been-given. — . 

Mr. [Huddlestone said, he willingly sub- 
mitted to the established practice of the 
house. The reason why he had not com- 
municated with any of the gentlemen be- 
longing to the department was, ‘that he 
conceived there could not'be the least ob- 
jection made to their production. He then 
gave notice, that be would, on Tuesday, 
bring forward ‘his motion, ‘which was for 
certain papers relative tothe affairsof Oude. 

seeebererene 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, March 22. 

[Mrnurss.] Their lordships being met, 
the usher of the black rod was sent to de- 
sire the attendance of the Commons. ‘The 
Speaker, with several members, immediate 
ly attended at theirdordships’ bar, when the 
royal assent was given, by commission, to 
several public and private-bills ; (see our 
commonsreport). ‘The commissioners were 
lord_Erskine, lord Walsingham, and lord 
Auckland. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Saturday, March 22. 
[Minures.] The Speaker being come 
down, the house was soon after summoned 
to the house of peers, to bear his majesty’s 
commission -read, declaring his royal ase 
sent to several acts, which had passed both 
houses. The speaker, on his return, in= 
formed the house, that he had heard the 
royal assent given by commission to lord 
Collingwood’s Annuity bill, the Irish Cus- 
toms bill, the Irish Sugar Drawback bill, 
the Marine and Army Mutiny -bills, the 
Qualification Indemnity bill, the Militia 
Officers’ Allowances bill, the ForeignTroops 
Enlistment bill, the Greenland Whale 
Fishery bill, and to the Scotch Creditors 
bill.—-Lord Henniker presented a petition 
from the. Maltsters of Rutland, ‘praying a 

modification of the last Malt Duty act. 
SESE 
HOUSE ‘OF ‘LORDS. 

Monday, Marck 24. 
[IupeacuMentT oF LorpD Metvinur.] 
Lord Melville attended in his place, and 
delivered in his answer to the 10th article 
of Impeachment. His lordship entered his 
protest against the unprecedented circum- 
stances under which that additional article 
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legal. He.had indeed seen committees who 
thought otherwise, and who had esteemed 
such furnishings to come within the statute 
of William. But what must be the case of 
the candidate in such an uncerfain state of 
matters? Or what could a person to whom 
he applied for advice, say to him? He 
might téll him; I cannot advise you, the 
general turn of the opinion of the commit- 
tees is so and so; that, by the act of king 
William, it was, at least, extremely ques- 
tionable how far he was entitled to grant 
any of those furnishings ; but still he could 
give him no precise advice by which he 
Mughtinot be injured either in a court of 
law or by a parliamentary judicature, Mi- 
serable, in such a state as this, must the 
case of the candidate be. For these rea- 
sons he wished the bill might be allowed to 
go through a committee, where it would 
be in the power of the house to determine 
the general rule or admeasurement by 
which conveyances for electors was to be 
regulated. He could not approve of the 
bill as it now stood. If it were to be laid 
down, that a candidate, by conveying an 
elector oh a coach-box from the place.of 
his residence to. the scene of the election, 
forfeited his seat, he should esteem it, not 
the disfranchisement of the electors, but of 
the candidates. 

Mr. Tierney rose to reply. He observed 
’ that it appeared to him rather inconsistent 
in his right hon. friend (Mr. Fox), to con- 
sent to the bill going into a committee, 
while ‘he at the same time pretty clearly 
signified his. disapprobation of its principle. 
One gentleman had found fault with the 
bill because he considered it a sort of par- 
liamentary reform. Another objected to 
. ity because it was not a parliamentary re- 
form, and thought that he (Mr. Tierney) 
had deserted that principle, which he had 
so often professed that he adhered to. In 
the first place, he would say, this measure 
was not connected with what was gene- 
rally called a-patliamentary reform. But 
at the same time, no person ought to con- 
sider his introducing it, as any dereliction of 
the principles and opinions he had former- 
ly professed. A wise and prudent lover of 
reform would get what he could towards 
his object, when circumstances prevented 
him from getung whathe wished. He was 
a little astonished at what bad fallen from 
another» hon. gent. (Mr. Courtenay), who 
had been a.long time, a warm advocate for 
parliamentary reform, and who, still con- 
sidered the noise and tumult attending po- 
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pular elections, as a genuine symptomaf 
the spirit of British liberty. .He coulda 
sure that hon.;gent., that if he had ever 
been at the Borough. election, about. three 
or four o’clock inthe day, when the, 
was Cast wp, he would. have witnessed as 
much of those indications of the spiritiof 
British liberty, and heard as much nojge, 
shouting. and tumult, as his heart could 
wish. He ‘could not conceive, how j 
could be said to be disfranchising anyibody, 
to declare ‘*that no man should be pers 
mitted to exercise his elective franchise g 
the expence’-of the candidate.” Would 
any gent. contend, that the franchise indy. 
ded aright of being carried, free of expenee, 
to and from the place of election? Agno 
body could argue that such a right existed 
in the elector, there would be no 4 
taken away by the present bill. But ‘while 
this practice was allowed, it was impossible 
for gentlemen of moderate fortune, what 
ever might be their talents, or the esteem 
in which they were held, to stand below 
men of much superior wealth. ‘They-coiild 
not afford to bring the freeholders in ‘thet 
interest from the distance of fifty orsinty 
miles to the county town. It wasnobg 
much his object to protect candidates from 
expence, as to protect parliament, andto 
throw its doors open to that description of 
men, whose introduction he considertd ss 
a most desirable thing: he did not wish 
that wealth should be deprived of its pro 
per influence, but he must object ‘toi 
being the. only qualification; he alway 
wished to see men of large fortunes intha 
house, but he also wished to see memben 
of another description. As long as th 
candidate was expected to pay the expeice 
of bringing the freeholders to the placeal 
election, so long great wealth musteany 
every thing before it ; for no mau of mode 
rate fortune, whatever might be his talents, 
or the esteem in which he was held, could 
ever venture to incur the expence of ‘being 
a candidate fora county. He couldise 
no better reason for a candidate being & 
pected to be at-the expence of conveying 
to a borough town all the .freemen it 
could find to vote for him. If those me 
left the town where they had obtained 
their franchise, it was for their own em 
lument they left it ;;and if they. should 
come upto London, in order to getmot 
money than they would have done:inthi 
town, the improvement of their citeuir 
stances could give them no right tow 
any body to additional expence, 
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exertise of their franchise. .If geritlemen 
considered that. this bill, would virtually 
disfrauchise any body, they should always 
recollect, that |it was in the power of the 
candidates themselves to do by an agree- 
meut, what the-present-bill proposed todo 
by.a Jaw. hile declared,: his only object 
in -bringing at in was, to put an end to ithe 
dreadful expence to which candidates were 
now exposed; and, by that means, to en- 

eimen to stand as candidates, whose 
talents would be an acquisition to ithat 
house, but who were, at present, uaable to 
stand. before the length -of ,purse which 
might beopposed to.them. 

Lord. Porchester objected so ‘much to 
the'principle of ihe bill, that be could not 
vote fer its going into a-‘committee. -It 
washis opinion, that no bills:should go into 
a committee butsuch as were approved: of 
in their.principle. His: objections .were 
principally to the disfranchisement of such 
a considerable number of ‘electors.—The 
question was thencalled for, and the house 
divided; when the numbers appeared, for 
the second reading 73; against it 17 ; ma- 
jority.56. The billiwas then read the se- 
cond time, and committed for Wednesday. 

[Aeraresorlwpia.] Mr. Huddlestone 
said, he rose to move for certain papers 
relative to the Affairs of India; whereupon, 

The: Speaker felt it his duty, as the hen. 
member had given no notice of his motion, 
to state to the hon. gent. what he con- 
ceived, after what bad recently passed on 
this-subject, the practice agreed on by the 
house to be : first, he understood it to be 
settled, that any member was entitled to 
move for any of the returus, or public ac- 
counts usually returned to parliament 
every session, without giving any notice ; 
secondly, that any of his majesty’s servants 
in,that house bad a right to move forany 
return they chose, at the 'same time, stating 
ito be for the use and information of that 
house, without any previous notice; third- 
ly, any gentleman might move for any offi- 
cial.document, without notice, if he at the 
same time stated that.he had communi- 
cated his intention to some one or more 
of the persons in whose departments such 
document was deposited, and that there 
was nolikelihood of objection to such mo- 
tion. Butin all othercases, he understood 

Jt to be the practice, as now settled, that 
no motion for any such document could 
be entertained by the house, without pre- 
vious notice. This, until he should be fur- 
“ther instructed. by the sense of the house, 
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he helrd ito be the practice agreed on ; and, 
until the house should be pleased to give 
directions to the contrary, he should feel 
himself by duty precluded from putting the 
question on any such motion, of which no 
previous notice shall have been-given. 

Mr. [Huddlestone said, he willingly sub- 
mitted to the established practice of the 
house. ‘he reason why he had not com- 
municated with any of the gentlemen be- 
longing to the department was, ‘that he 
conceived there could not'be the least ob- 
jection made to their production. He then 
gave notice, that he would, on Tuesday, 
bring. forward his motion, which was for 
certain papers relative tothe affairsof Oude. 

a 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, March 22. 

[Manurss.] Their lordships being met, 
the usher of the black rod was sent to de- 
sire the attendance of the Commons. The 
Speaker, with several members, immediate- 
ly attended at theirdordships’ ‘bar, when the 
royal assent was given, by commission, to 
several public and private-bills; (see our 
commonsreport). ‘The commissioners were 
lord_Erskine, lord Walsingham, and lord 
Auckland. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, March 22. 

[Minutes.] The Speaker being come 
down, the house was soon after summoned 
to the house of peers, to hear his majesty’s 
commission ‘read, declaring -his royal ase 
sent to several acts, which had-passed both 
houses. The speaker, on his return, in= 
formed the house, that he had heard the 
royal assent given by commission to lord 
Collingwood’s Annuity bill, the Irish Cus- 
toms bill, the Irish Sugar Drawback bill, 
the Marine and Army Mutiny -bills, the 
Qualification Indemnity bill, the Militia 
Officers’ Allowances bill, the ForeignTroops 
Enlistment bill, the Greenland Whale 
Fishery bill, and to the Scotch Creditors 
bill.——Lord Henniker presented a petition 
from the. Maltsters of Rutland, ‘praying a 
modification of the last Malt Duty act. 

= 
HOUSE OF ‘LORDS. 
Monday, March 24. ; 

[Iupeacument oF Lorp Metvinue.] 
Lord Melville attended in his place, and 
delivered in his answer to the 10th article 
of Impeachment. His lordship entered his 
protest against the unprecedented circum- 
stances. under which that additional article 
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had been preferred; and declared ‘that he 
did not think himself bound, either by the 
law or usage of parliament, to answer it. 
He should, however, plead “ not guilty” to 
the. charge generally—The answer was 
then ordered to be sent to the commons. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, March 24. 

{Minvutes.] Sir Samuel Romilly, the 
new Solicitor-General, took the oaths and 
his seat—~-Mr. Johnson, from the office of 
the Chief Secretary of Ireland, presented 
atthe bar, an Account of the Consolidated 
Fund of Ireland, with the Charges, Pay- 
ments, and Surplus, for the year |805.--Mr. 
Irving, the Inspector-General of Exports 
_ and Imports, presented at the bar an Ace 
count of the Exports and Imports for 18 
years, ending Feb, 1806.—-Mr. Cooke from 
the exchequer, presented at the bar, an 
Account of all interest paid on exche- 
quer bills, in*the years 1803, 4, 5, and the 
average thereof.—Sir P. Stephens moved, 
for an account of the sums of money that 
have been issued by the Commissioners of 
the Navy, under the 43d of the king, for the 
discovery of the Longitude.—On the mo- 
tion of Mr. Windham, the bill for regu- 
lating the Commerce of the Cape of Good 
Hope passed through a committee.—The 
Secretary at War presented, pursuant to 
order of the house, an Abstract of the total 
number of men raised under the Additional 
Force Act.——Mr. Brooke put offhis motion 
relative to the Contracts for supplying the 
Navy with Spirits until Monday, as he had 
reason to suppose that the attention of 
government was directed to that subject, 
and that measures might be adopted in 
consequence, which would render it un- 
necessary for him to bring forward the 
motion.—Mr. Grey gave notice, that he 
should to-morrow move that the thanks 
of: the house be given to admiral sir 
John Duckworth, and also to the offi- 
cers, seamen, and marines of his squa- 
dron, for their gallant and signal services, 
by: the total destruction of a division of the 
enemy’s fleet in the-late brilliant action in 
St. Domingo Bay.—Lord Temple, with a 
view to the preparation of some clauses 
that should remove any objections that 
existed against the bill for establishing a 
free port in the Island ef Tortola, proposed 
that the committee on that bill should be 
deferred to Monday next. After a few 
observations from Mr. Rose and lord Tem- 
ple, the committee on the bill was -put,off 
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Partition bill was read a third timey ‘ang 
passed.—-Mr. Hawthorn brought wp’ the 
report of the 10,500,000/. Exchequer Bills 
bill; also of 1,500,000/. Bills bill; whieh 
were severally agreed to.—On the motion 
of Mr. Vansittart, the Excise Expiring Law 
bill, and the ‘Felons. Transportation bill, 
were read a third time and passed.—Mp; 
Wellesley Pole, pursuant to his notice; rose 
to move for the production of certain papers 
relative to the Affairs of India. His object 
was to bring the whole of the question be. 
fore the house, as the papers already moved 
for could afford but a partial view of it, 
The papers he should move for, were con- 
tained in three distinct lists: Ist, Suchas 


related to the Mogul; 2d, Those relating 


to Bhurtpore ; and 3d, Those relating 6 
the war with Holkar. He had submitted 
his motions to the consideration of the 
board, on the part of whom no objection was 
felt to the production of the papers he was 
to call for. It was therefore unnecessary 
for him to take up more of the time of the 
house than by moving, &c. The motions, 
which were for several letters of different 
dates, on and after the 31st of May, 1805; 
from the late governor-general of India to 
the Secret Committee of the Court of Di- 
rectors, together with their inclosures, were 
then put and agreed to.—On the question 
that there be laid before the house a copy 
of a letter from lord Lake to marquit 
Cornwallis, dated Sept. 2, 1805, relative 
to the reduction of the irregular troops, by 
order of marquis Wellesley, Mr. Francis 
asked, whether the papers then moved for 
comprised all the documents on the subject 
of the irregular troops? Mr. Pole replied; 
that they comprised all he thought necese 
sary for his purpose. He was not aware 
of any others requisite to bring the ques 
tion fully before the house, but if any other 
gentleman should be of a different opinion, 
he could have no objection to agree to any 
motion that might be made for the produc- 
tion of such further papers as should be 
deemed necessary. “ 
{Wirnesses’ Decuaratory Brit.) The 
Attorney General moved the 2d reading of 
the bill from the lords, declaring the Lia- 
bility of Witnesses to answer, On ‘the 
question being put, wid 
Mr. Perceval said, he did not mean to 
oppose the 2d reading of the bill, because 
he should be equally at liberty to state his 
objections ,to it. on the question. for 
speaker’s leaving the chair, if bis leamed 
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friend should propose to have it committed. 
Undoubtedly clauses might be added in the 
committees ‘which would render the bill 
ssobjectionable than, as it then stood, it 
was, The bill in its present form appear- 
ed to.him unnecessary, and, in principle, 
objectionable as, he was con- 
yinced, would be the opinion of the house, 
yhen it should seriously examine its pro- 
visions. In his opinion, it would not, in 
itgpresent form, either answer the purpose 
for which it was intended, or declare thelaw 
as laidlown by the high authorities, that 
hadbeen called on to decide that point. 
_ The Attorney General said, be would not 
thenenter into the merits of the measure, but 
sed that the billshould be committed 
go Thursday, next, when he should be rea~ 
dy,to discuss the question with his learned 
fiend. ‘The bill was then read a second time: 
.{Bupcet.) Mr. Rose begged leave to re- 
aew'the observation which he had made on 
Friday last, relative to the unprecedented 
case of; bringing forward the Ways and 
Means of the year, before the particulars of 
the army expenditure had been submitted 
parliament, or consequently the whole 
gfthe supply for the year voted. He had 
since looked into precedents, and was:most 
strongly confirmed in what he had on thatday 
wged as the opinion that struck him at the 
moment. ‘There was not an instance, since 
the, Revolution, of the ways and means of 
the year having been brought forward be- 
frethe Army I’stimates were voted. When 
hehad stated his opinion on a former night, 
headmitted that a supply to a certain ex- 
tent had been voted. He was not then 
ware that the motion which stood for this 
day would have been put off. But really: 
he felt constitutional. objections’ to the de- 
ou pwegge of the ways and means till the 
whole of the. military expenditure should 
hevoted. ‘The supply already voted was 
%4460,000/. Of the ways and means, on- 
ly the land and malt had been granted. 
The noble lord might also consider the war 
Waxes as a part of the ways and means, 
which, with the land and malt, , would 
) amount to 16,000,000/, If to this were 
aided ‘the amount of the loan to be made 
and provided for in the general statement 





ofthe Waysand Means of the year on Fri- 
day, the Ways and Means. would greatly 
‘tkteed the:supply, and against this excess 
here was nothing to be set but conjectu- 
tal military estimates. It had. been said, 
that the whole of the last year’s military 
Glablishment had been voted in February. 


He admitted that to be the case, but a tem- 
porary vote would not justify permanent 
Ways and Means calculated on an indefi- 
nite augmentation of that establishment. 
For these reasons, he thought the subject 
worthy the consideration of the house. He 
did not urge the matter with any view to 
throw an impediment in the way of the mea- 
sures of government; on the contrary, he 
shouldbe happy to assist the noble lord to 
the utmost of his ability. 

Lord Henry Petty said, it was his-only 
wish to put the house fully in possession 
of the objects of public expense, andthe 
Ways and Means by which he proposed:to 
meet them; and to give-the house an op- 
portunity of fully considering them before 
he should:call for their final. decision, that 
he should propose only a part of the Ways 
and Means in the first instance. 

Mr. Huskisson begged leave to remark 
an inconvenience that would arise from not 
bringing forward the whole of the Ways aud 
Means of the year at once. According to 
the late practice, the contractors for. a 
loan!were given to understand, that the 
‘loan contracted for, was all that would be 
wanted for the year. That could not be 
the case, if a part of the Ways and Means 
were to be subsequently pravided. 

Lord Henry Petty observed that this-ob- 
jection would not apply, if the contractors 
themselves should think it proper to form 
their engagements on the communications 
made‘ te them by his majesty’s ministers. 

_. {Lwrsacument or Lorp Metvyete.}. 
A message from the lords communicated 
to the bouse the answer of lord Melville, 
to.a further Article of Impeachment, being 
the 10th, exhibited against him by the com- 
mons of the united kmgdom. On the mo- 
tion of Mr. Whitbread, this answer. was 
ordered to be read. The answer stated, 
‘‘ that the noble lord protested against being 
bound by the law of parliament when cal. 
led upon to answer tothe charge, under 
circumstances for which there was'no pre- 
cedent; but that, nevertheless, conscious 
of his innocence, and confident in the jus- 
tice of his cause, he makes this auswer, 
saving his right of taking exceptions, and 
also saving all the rights and: privileges that 
belong to a peer of parliament. He de- 
clares for his answer, that he is imno wise 
guilty of.the crimes and misdemeanours, in 
manner and form: as charged against him 
by the commons of the united kingdom, 
and this he aflirms himself ready to»prove, 
atsuch time and place, aste that hon. house 
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seem meet ; he therefore prays to be dis- 
charged and: acquitted: of those crimes and 
misdemeanours so falsely urged. against 
him.” This answer was, on the motion of 
Mr. Whitbread, referred to the Committee 
ef Impeachment, to-consider thereof, and 
te report their opinion thereon to the house 
what was most proper tobe done in order 
to further proceedings. 

Mr. Whitbread: then. withdrew to the 

bar, and brought up'the report of the Com- 
mittee on the answer of lord Melville inthe 
fornvefa replication, averring that lord Mel- 
villeiwas guilty ofthe crimes and misdemea- 
nours. charged upon him by that house, on 
behalf of themselves.and of all.the commons 
of the united kingdom, which they were 
ready to prove. The replication was agreed 
to, ordered to be engrossed, and then to 
be carried by Mr. Whitbread to the lords, 
as the replication of the commons: Mr. 
Whitbread then gave notice, that at a 
proper time ‘he should move, that the 
house do attend the trial as a committee of 
the: whole house. ’ 
- fOnpyance Treasurers’ Bivr.} Lord 
Heriry Petty moved: the order of the day 
for the house to resolve into a committee 
en the bill for the better regulation of the 
office of Treaswrer of the Ordnance. The 
erder being read, the noble lord explained 
the objects of this bill: first, that the house 
might have under its view a correct regu- 
lation im the mode of expenditure for such 
sumsof the public money as itshould think 
proper to vote for this branch of the public 
service ; and, secondly, for securing the re- 
sponsibility. of the public officer charged 
with the disbursement of such expenditure ; 
and to prevent, as far as possible, the mis- 
application of money entrusted to his 
charge. If the bill, in its present form, 
should be liable to any objections, he was 
ready to attend to the suggestions of gen- 
tlémen, and to avail himself of their assist- 
ance, so far as he thought really conducive 
to the objects’ of the. sill; and he should 
have no objection, if necessary, to re-com- 
mit the bill for a future day.—-The house 
having resolved into a committee, 

Mr, Weilesiey Pole said, he had a number 
of suggestions to propose for the adoption 
of the committee in amendment of this 
bill, which was: utterly inadequate: to the 
purposes for which it was avowed. Most 
of those suggestions had the approbation 
of the noble lord himself, upon whom he 
had felt it his duty to wait, and to men- 
tion his objections to the bill; for it was 
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|his wish, really and sincerely, to commy: 
|nicate such suggestions to :the: noble long 
as: hadi appeared. to bim from fen 
absolutely necessary to give efidod'to the 
objects of a bill, the principle ofwhichitg 
very much approved, |'The:hon. gent, now 
entered into a detail of the official routity 
in the department of Treasurer of thé Oy. 
nance, through which monies had hitheng 
been issued, and under which the treasury 
not only was enabled, but usually, andite 
believed uniformly, did make use oftlar 
balances of the public money remaining y 
his disposal, owing to his being enabled tg 
draw for a full quarter’s amount of th 
chief expenditure, a quarter of a year be. 
fore it was ultimately payable to the clax 
mants. [faving suggested an arrangenient 
by which this application might in fatue 
be completely prevented, he shewedthe 
nnpossibility of disbursing, by drafts:onith 
bank, very large. sums of money: which 
were payable weekly and: individually'te 
working gun-smiths, armourers, and other 
labourers in the tower, for whieh purpose 
‘it -would be absolutely necessary that some 
balance must remain in the ‘treasurers 
|tands. But one very principal omission 
jhe remarked in the bill was, that, although 
a large swm was voted for ordnance service 
in Ireland, the word Ireland: never 9 
much as otice appeared in the bill, To 
remove these several defects, he read the 
amendments which he proposed, and 
hstrongly. recommended that no alteration 
with respect to Ireland might take place, a 
he understood was intended, im the ore 
nance establishment of that country, which 
he could assure the committee, and the 
noble lord, was established on a most corm 
rect and effectual system of economy, for 
the advantage of the public service: he 
said, that a plan of regulation, sitilarto 
the present bill, was in the contemplation 
of the noble lord late at the head of the 
ordnance, : ' 
Lord. Henry Petty acknowledged the at 
tentiow paid by the hon. gent. upoma sub 
ject to which he was so eminently compe 
tent, and approved the amendment be 
suggested. But with respect to: Irelandy 


ed in the bill with regard to it was, thatam 
arrangement was in contemplation, calcu 
lated to give the noble duke who, happily 
for that country, now presided over its 9% 
vernment, a more effectual controul over 
the expenditure of the ordnance department 
there. ” 
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_ Mr! Hushisson said, that for a consider-' 
ime before the disease of his ate: 
‘gight- hon. friend, a project was not only in 
ontemplation for the establishment of ef- 
fectuak checks, such as those now proposed, 
py the expenditure of public money in the 
pddancé department, and in every: other 
aublic “office, as professedly intended by 
qhé noble lord; ‘but that the plan had really 
‘een lotig acted upon, and only awaited an 
epportinity of parliamentary regulation, 
Bors bill’in’ the contemplation of his 
eht hon: friend.—The clausés were then 
iad atid aged to, and added to the bill. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 

s Tuesday, March 25. 
~{Misvres.] ‘The Committee of Privi- 
eiesSat sore time on the claim of the 
‘guké of Clarence to vote as a peer of Ire- 
laid-in thé election of representative peers 
‘frthat country, but strangers were exclu- 
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yt § dédi-—Mr: Hawthorne brought up from the 
other & SOmmons the 1,500;0007. and 10,500,000/. 
wpos | Bittiequet Bills bills, the Spirits Excise 


‘some § Dutiés bill, the Irish Common Lands Par- 
wrers & titidn bill, ‘and the Felotis’ Transportation 
ission & bil; Which were read a first time:—Lord 
hough | RidioF moved, that the: proper officer do 
eviews lay before the house, Copies of the Enrol- 
ero § “ientofany Patent of Peerage in Ireland, 
» Do & ptiiitéd since the Union with Great Bri- 
sd the § tain’aind Ireland ; which was ordered. 
and § flitbtachmenr oF Lokp MELVILLE.] 
ration § Mr) Whitbread, anid several other members 
ye, a8 of the cotnmons, presented at the bar, in the 
¢ or § vime'of ‘the commons of the United King- 
which § dont, a Replication to the Answer of Henry 
id the § lotd Melville, declaring thatthe said lord 
stcom § Melville is guilty of the high crimes and 
y, for F thisdéintanours charged against him in the 
ev he § Articles of Impedchment, ‘and that the 
jilarto | chihdhs dre réady to prove thé sunie. 
i ' The'Répliciition having béen réad at the 
of the § table; earl Fitzwilliam moved, ‘that a day 
© | beappoitted, for the trial of Henry lord 
ihe af Melville: 'tiat the trial of the said lord 
asub 9 Melvie take place atthe bar of the house, 
: wath 29th of April next, at 11 ‘in the 













nt he § forenooti; ahd that a message’ be sent to 
pelandy ff thé G6fmoris to’ acquaint them therewith, 
entidm ff wid Hequire ‘them to appoint a committee 
that at ige the ‘impedchment; all which 





Tibliénd were agteed to, after'a few words 
ffottt thie eat} of Radnor respecting @ point 








; 
“ Wotrér Trixks to Apmirat Dver- 
«] « Lord @revtilté said He Hdd 're- 
é noble-and ldarned friend to move 
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yesterday, that their lordships should be 
‘summoned for this day, in order that he 
might submit to them a motion for a Vote 
of Thanks, on account of ‘our late success 
in the West Indies, respecting which he 
did not conceive there’ could be any dif- 
ference of opinion. It was scarcely ne 
cessary, indeed, to make any comment upon 
the subject, or any preface to his motion. 
A series of the most splendid achievements 
had raised the character of our navy to 
the highest point of pre-eminenée, whilst 
they proved the unrivalled skill and valour 
of our officers, and the itresistible bravery 
ofour seamen. The victory recently obe 
tained ‘by sir J. T. Duckworth iti the West 
Indies, evinced that the gallantry and skill 
of our officers, atid the bravery of our sea- 
men, were undiminished. A circumstance 
had attended this success which very sel- 
dom happened in any of our victorious 
contests with the enemy, that we had a 
trifling superiority of force, but this could 
not in the least take away from the bril- 
liancy of the victory, or the merit of those 
by whom it was achieved. Every thing 
had been done that could be effected; 
every thing had been done that was ade 
mitted of by the possibility of the case. 
The enemy’s force consisted of 5 ships 
of the line, and 5 ships of the line were 
taken and déstroyed. He was one of 
those who thought that the thanks of 
the house ought not to be given extept 
in those cases where such a vote was called 
for by great and exalted merit; that so high 
an honour ought only ‘to be granted where 
it was eminently deserved, thus rendering 
the reward the greater, by the rarity by 
which it was conferred. He thought how- 
ever, that this was one of those cases which 
called upon theirlordships to confer thathigh 
hoheur, and thatso brilliant a victory enti- 
tled those who had achieved it, to the thanks 
of the house for the skill and bravery they 
had evinced in thus diminishing the means 
of the enemy, and adding to the security of 
the country. Heconcéived it unnecessary 
to cOmment any further upon the subject ; 
to enter into any lengthened detail would, 
he thought, derogate from jthe splendour 
of the achievement. His lordship conclu- 
ded by movirig for the thanks of the house, 
in the usual form, to vice-admiral sir J’T. 
Duckworth, K. B.; the hon. rear-admiral 
Cochrane; rear-admiral Louis; and the 
captains and officers of the fleet; and an 
acknowledgement of the services of ‘the 
seamen and royal marines, 
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The Duke of Norfolk said, he could not 
help taking this opportunity of again cal- 
ling their lordships’ attention to the case of 
sir Robert Calder, He thought 1: hard that 
the services of that gallant admiral in the 
action of the first day, when, with an infe- 
fior force, he achieved a victory, should 
not be acknowledged by some public mark 
of approbation, ‘The thirteen gallant ofii- 
cers who composed the court martial, he 
had no doubt, decided most properly ; sull, 
however, the merit of the gallant admiral 
on the first day remained undiminished. 
Hespoke on this subject entirely as a lands- 
man, but it was the opinion of others as 
well as himself, that sir Robert Calder was 
hardly dealt with in not having the merit of 
his first day’s rencontre with the enemy pub- 
licly acknowledged. He had not the ho- 
nour of being personally acquainted with 
the gallant admiral, but merely spoke from 
the impulse of his feelings upon the sub- 
ject, and he had hoped that the business 
would have been taken up by some other 
noble lord. 

The Earl of Romney was proceeding to 
speak on the same subject, when he was 
interrupted by 

Lord Grenville, who spoke to order. He 
put it to his noble friend and relation, whe- 
ther it would not be more advisable to 
avoid any discussion upon a subject which 
had no connection with the motion before 
the house. If what had been alluded to 
by the noble duke should ever become the 
subject of a motion in that house, which 
he hoped would not be the case, he should 
then deliver his seftiments regularly upon 
it, but at present he conceived it to be ir- 
regularly introduced. 

The Earl of Romney assured his noble 
friend and relation, that in addressing 
the house upon the subject, he had been 
‘solely actuated by feelings of friendship 
for the gallant admiral alluded to, which he 
trusted would plead his excuse with the 
house.—The, motions of lerd Grenville 
were agreed to, sem, diss. and the lord chan- 
cellor directed to communicate them to 
vice-admiral sir J. T. Duckworth. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, March 25. 
[Mixvutes.] ‘The bills to authorize the 
issue of 104 and 14 million of, exchequer 
bills, were read a $d time and passed.—T'he 
order for the committal of the bank charter 
bill was discharged on the motion of Mr, 
Vansittart, who stated that before the house 
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went into the committee, he wished tohaye 
laid on the table an account of the ire 
stances connected with the loan of 3 mil, 
lions due by government to the bank, 
lent under the act of the 39th and 40th 
his majesty, together with the interest aps 
cruing on the said loan. This papermgs 
ordered and produced accordingly. My 
Vansittart presented, pursuant to orders 
return of the amount of the funded and 
unfunded debt ; of the permanent revenue; 
and of the interest due on exchequer billy 
to be paid off.—The house in a committee 
went through the customs expiring law 
bill. A new writ was ordered for the bo 
rough of Rye, in the room of Thomas Davig 
Lamb, esq. who has accepted the office of 
steward of the Chiltern hundreds.—-Thege. 
cretary at War presented a return of the cagp 
alties, &c. in the army-since the year 1§0I, 
The totalnumber of men raised in GreatBr 
tain and Ireland, for unlimited servieeysing 
the Ist of Jan. 1801 to the 28th Feb, 1806; 
and also, return of the casualties. in. th 
British army since the year 1801, ince 
sive, distinguishing each year, and the ce 
sualties in the army at home from thoseia 
the army abroad, to the latest periods in 
the year 1805, for which returns have been 
received from the several statious. abroad, 
—Mr. Whitbread reported that he had-pr 
sented in the house of lords the replication 
of the commons to the answer delivered ia 
by lord Melville to the last article of Im 
peachment.—Ordered on the motion of 
Mr. Whitbread, that an address should le 
presented to his majesty, praying for ac 
py of the second report of the commission 
ers for revising the civil affuirs of the navy, 
—A message from the lords stated, thi 
their lordships had appointed Tuesday, the 
29th of April, for the trial of lord viscount 
Melville, at the bar of their own house, and 
that arrangements would be made at the 
said bar for the convenience of the mani 
gers of the impeachment, &c.—On the mo 
tionof Mr. Whitbread, it was ordered, that 
managers, should be appointed ;_ and thit 
those masiagers should consist of the com 
mittee appointed to prepare the articlesd 
impeachment. -Also that Joseph Kaye and 
Jobn Winter, esqrs. should be appointed s 
licitors for the conduct of the said impeatly 
ment.—Mr. Whitbread postponed tli 
morrow his notice of a motion for thet 
tendance of.a committee of the whole how, 
upon the trial of lord Melville, in order® 
convenience an hon, gent. (Mr. Seundes 
Dundas) who was particularly, inter 
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jn this question, and who could not attend 
on this day. ; 
TH CoMMITTRE or Suppty.] Mr. Haw- 
thorne reported from the committee the fol- 
lowing resolutions:—1. “ That 693,076/. 
15s.9d. be granted to his majesty, for paying 


 offand discharging certain annuities, after 


the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, being 
part of the annuities granted by two acts-of 
the 37th and 42d years of his present majes- 
ty; and that the said sum be issued and paid 
without any fee or other deduction whatso- 
ever. —2. That 2,381/. 17s. Od. be granted 
to discharge the annuity granted to his late 
royal highness the duke of Gloucester, 
from the time it was last paid to the day of 
H.R. H.’s death. 3. That 51,250/. 14s. 
be granted, for deffaying the expence of 
making an [uland Navigation from the east- 
ern to the western sea, by Inverness and 
fort William, for the year 1806.—4. That 
10,2501. 14s. be granted, to be applied in 
further execution of an act, of the 43d year 
of his present majesty, towards repairing 
and maintaining roads and bridges in 
the highlands of Scotland, for the year 
1606.—5. That 1,934/. 4s. 5d. be granted, 
fordefraying bills of the usher of the court of 
exchequer for supplying the court and offi- 
cers with stationery, &c. for the year 1806. 
w6. That 4,994/. Is. 8d. be granted, for 
defraying the charge of the works and re- 


pairs of the military roads in North Britain, 


for the year 1806.—7. That 48,3291. be 
granted, for defraying the expences attend- 
ingthe confining, maintaining and employ- 
ing Convicts at home, for the year 1506. 
—$, That 10,000/. be granted, for defraying 
the expence that may be incurred for re- 
printing, in the proportion of 8 volumes a 
year, of thé Journals, Indexes, and Re- 
ports, of the House of Commons, agreea- 
bly to the resolutions of the committee of 
the house of commons in the sessions 
1802-3, for the year 1806.—9. That 
4000/. be granted, for defraying the ex- 
pence which may be incurred for printing 
1750 copies of the 58th volume of Journals 
of the house of commons, for the year 
1806.—10. ‘That 290,300 be granted, tode- 
fray the charge of printing and stationery 
forthe two houses of parliament for the 
1806.—11, That 20,000/, be granted 
defraying the expence of printing and 
delivering. the votes of the house of com- 
mons, and for printing'bills, reports, and 
other papers, by order of the house, during 
the present session of parliament.—12.That 
$43,841. 178, be granted, for the relief of 


& 
the suffering clergy and laity of France, 
Toulonese, Dutch, and Corsican emigrants, 
and American loyalists, for the year 1806, 
—13. That a sum, not exceeding 12,0007, 
be granted, for defraying the expence of 
the public office, Bow-street, for the year 
1806.—14. That 5,210/. be granted, for 
paying the salaries and allowances to offi- 
cers of the houses of lords and commons, 
and sergeants at arms for the year 1806.— 
15. That 1,707,5891. 10s. 33d. be granted to 
make good the deficiency of the grants for 
the service of the year 1805.—16. That 
3,400/, be granted towards enabling the trus~ 
tees of the British Museum to carry on the 
execution of the trusts reposed in them by 
parliament.—17.That 1,000,000/. be grante 
ed to his majesty, for discharging the in. 
terest of such Exchequer bills as may be 
paid off in the course of the year 1806.” 
[Vore or THanks TO ApMIRAL Ducke 
wortH, &c.] Mr. Grey (First'Lord of the 
Admiralty) rose and said, thatsince he had 
‘the honour of a seat in that house, he had 
never risen to perform so agreeable a duty 
as that which was now imposed upon him. 
To say that he anticipated the unanimous 
opinion of the house, and their approba- 
‘tion of the motion he had to make, would 
be to express but coldly his feelings of the 
sense they entertained of that most meri- 
torious and important public service which 
had been lately performed. In speaking of 
the success of the brave sir J. T. Duckworth, 
and of those officers who had seconded him 
with so much gallantry, he could not speak, 
as heretofore, of a victory gained over a su- 
perior force of the enemy; but this circum. 
stance did not in any degree lessen the me- 
rit of the brave admiral who commanded. 
The promptitude with which he left his si- 
tuation at Cales, when he heard of the ene- 
my’s fleet being at sea; the skill that he 
displayed in taking a position to iutercept 
them at the time they owed their escape 
merely to the superiority of their sailing; 
the arrangements that he made to pursue 
them; and the immediate resolution he 
formed upon his arrival at the West Indies 
to attack them, although they were report~ 
ed to be much superior in number, were 
deserving of the highest praise. As he aps 
proached them, he learned that their squa- 
dron had been divided, which division will, 
in all probability, afford another occasion 
for a new triumph. The fleet with which 
he had to contend, were anchored near the 
town of St. Domingo; they at first endea- 
voured to escape, but when they found that 
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that was impossible, they made. such a.re- 
sistance as added to the glory of the brave 
admiral, and of the.gallant officers. who se- 
conded him. The whole of the. enemy’s 
fleet were, after a short engagement, cap- 
tured or destroyed, In whatever light 
this victory was considered, whether as ad- 
ding to the naval glory of thecountry, or as 
affording an additional protection to its 
commercial interest ; whetber as giving in- 
creased means for the prosecution of the 
war, or for the future security of a peace ; 
the g ateful acknowledgements of that house 
and of the cougtry were due, in the first 
place, to Providence, that had so often afford- 
ed its signal protection tothe British em- 
pire; and, next to Providence, their thanks 
were due to those brave men, whose gal- 
lant exertions had achieved those victories 
which were the subjects of national triumph, 
and the causes of the security which was 
generally felt. Upon the present occasion, 
he thought he might venture to say, that 
those marks of royal approbation, which 
were generally given upon similar events, 
and which might now be expected, would 
not. be withheld. He thought it would be 
unnecessary to detain the house, by ma- 
king any further observations, and there- 
fore concluded simply by moving the follaw- 
ing resolutions :—1. ‘“* That the thanks of 
this house be given to vice-admiral sir Johu 
bomas Duckworth, knight of the most 
hon. order of the bath, for the distinguish- 
ed valour, ability, and conduct shewn by 
him in the action with a French squadron 
on the. 6th of Feb. last, when all the line- 
of-battle ships of the said squadron were 
taken or destroyed.—2. That the thanks of 
this house be given to rear-admirals Coch- 
rane and Louis, and to the captains ayd.of- 
ficers of the squadron under the command 
of vice-admiral sir J.T. Duckworth, who by 
their bravery and.good conduct contributed 
to the success of that day.; and that vice- 

miral sir John Thomas Duckworth do 
signify the same to the rear-admirals. and 
the several captains and officers.—3. That 
this house doth highly approve of, and ac- 
knowledge. the services.of the seamen and 
royal marines on board the ships under the 
command of vice-admiral sir John Thomas 
Duckworth, in the victory. obtained over 
the squadron of the enemy. op the, th of, 
Feb, last; and that the, officers comman- 
ding the several ships do signify, the same. 
to their respective crews, and.do thank. 
them for. their. good behaviour.” ‘These 
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vice-admiral sir J.T. Duckworth. 
{Waterrorp Writ.} Mr, Secre 
Fox. said,- he wished that the deputy lerk. 
of the crown should be called in, .to be exe, 


for Waterford. A considerable time had 


place, and yet he understood that the re 
turn was not yet received by the clerk of: 
the crown. ‘The return ought to: have been, 
forwarded the day after the election, Jy 
the present instance the deJay was extragpe. 
dinary, and there were surmises that it wa 
not purely accidental. He gave notice, 
that if the return didnot arrive before that 
day, he should, on Thursdays move.that 
the sheriff of the county of Waterford.be 
ordered to attend at the bar. Tie depuly 
clerk of the crown was then called in apd 
examinec. He,said that the returm bad 
not been received by him. Mr. Fox thea 
gave ‘notice of a motion. on Thursday, 

[DuBLin PAVING Biti.] Mr. C, Wynne 
moved the further consideration of the 
Dublin Paving bill. 

General Loftus complained of the ha 
ship which the Paving board of- Dublia 
suffered in consequence of the suspension 
by lord Hardwicke, and the stigma whieh 
that suspension attached to; their character, 

Mr. C. Wynne begged gentlemen tou. 
derstand that this bill did not at all af 
fect the question between lord Hardwicke 
and the Paving board, as the object of this 
bill was to grant a certain sum of mong 
for the paving, cleansing, and lightiugof 
the streets of Dublin... ae 

Lord De BYaquiere spoke in favour of 
the Paving board, of which he was a mem 
ber, aud, requested the house, before they 
passed this bill, to take time deliberately 
to ponder, ; 

Mr. J. Latouche vindicated the. conduct 
of lord Hardwicke, who suspended the pa 
ving board in consequence of the reportol 
a commission of enquiry; which report 
contained many. and strong charges of mak 
versation against that board. But thiste 
port would be soon laid before the-houe 
and, gentlemen would then be enabled 1 
judge of lord Hardwicke’s conduct, ‘and 
of the character of those who com 
of him,-—The bill was ordered to be reads 
second: time. this day three weeks. 

HOUSE OF LORDS.  @ 
Wednesday, March 6. > 
[Misurzs.] The 10,500,000) af 





resolutions were carried, nem, con. and the 
1 





speaker was ordered to signify. the renee, 


amined as to the non-arrival of the retum: 


now elapsed since the election had takeg. 
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1,400,000: Exchequer Bills bills, the Spi- 
rit Excise Duties bill, and the Felons’ 
Transportation bill, were read a 2d time 

id committed.—Mr. Johnson, from the 
Office of the Chief Secretary for Ireland, 
presented several Accounts and Papers pur- 
quant to the Act of the 44th Geo. ILL. 
which were ordered to lie on the table. — 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
. Wednesday, March 26. : 

Minurtes.} Mr. Holford brought in a 
+ forming the Philanthropic Society 
into,a Corporation, which was read a first 
time, and ordered to be read a 2d time, 
Mr. Johnson, from the office of the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland, presented an account 
of ‘all Offices granted in reversion in Ire- 
land, with the periods for which granted, 
and the dates of the grants.—Mr. Rix, 
from the Excise Office, presented an ac- 
count.of the Malt charged with duties for 
the two years ending 5th Jan, 1806.—Mr. 
Rurdon brought in a bill for the better re- 
gulation of the admeasurement of Coals 
seaborne, which was read a first time.— 
Mr, Vansittart obtained leave to bring in 
4 bill to empower the Commissioners of 
the Treasury in Ireland to issue Treasury 
Bills on the credit of the Supplies for the 
year.—General ‘l'arleton gave notice of his 


Mr. Vansittart made several observa 
tions on the subject. He said that the 
Bank of England, with that liberality which 
distinguished all their. proceedings, had. 
expressed -their willingness to extend the: 
accommodation, on condition of receiving- 
only 3 per cent. instead of 5, to which 
they. were entitled. It was nevertheless- 
necessary, as a point of form, to vote the: 
present resolution. 

Mr. Tierney, so far from thinking the 
conduct of the bank liberal, thought that 
nothing could be more illiberal. The bank 
lent this 3 millions to government. for 6 
years, without interest, as the price of their 
charter, which had. been granted to them 
on terms which in his opinion ought not 
to have been allowed. They now came 
and, offered it at $ per cent, and then talk- 
ed of their great liberality, when. it was 
well known that, owing. to the restriction 
on the issuing of specie, and the substifu~s 
tion of bank-notes, they had not only not 
lost sixpence by this loan, but had been. 
enabled to make very extraordinary pro-: 
fits, of which, indeed, they had boasted, 
and which certainly should have had the 
‘efiect of rendering them a little more ge- 
nerous to those through whose means they 
had obtained them. ‘This accommodation 
did not cost the bank one farthing beyond 


intention on the day previous to the house; the paper on which the notes were print 


adjourning for the Easter Holidays,’ to 
submit to the house a motion on the State 
of the Military Defence of the Country, 
particularly on the Defence Act, provided 
this subject was not in the mean time 
taken up in another quarter.—Mr. Tierney 
mentioned that. he wished to propose an 
alteration in the Treating bill, and would 
move that it should be committed, now, 
ptinted as amended, and afterwards re- 
committed. The bill was accordiugly com- 
miited, passed the committee, reported, 
ordered to be printed as amended, and 
to be re-committed.on Monday the 2ist 
of April. 

{Committee or Surrry.] ‘On the 
Motion of\Mr. Vansittart, the estimates of 
‘the charges of the establishment in New 
South Wales, the Plantations, &c. and the 
account of exchequer bills issued under an 
act of the 39-40 of George HI. were or- 
dered to be referred to. the Committee of 
Supply. The house resolved itself into a 
committee. . Previous to the first resolu- 
tion. being put, that a sum not exceeding 
§ millions. be granted to his ‘majesty, for 
paying, off exchequer bills, 


ed. He did not cbject to the resolution, 
but he rose merely to. state that the bank 
had driven a hard bargain, and made an 
ungrateful return to the country for the 
privileges that had been granted to them. 
Mr. Vansitiart thought that the sacrifice, 
of 60,000/. a year was a proof of very great 
liberality.—He did not pretend to deny, 
that the bank had derived considerable 
advantages from their charter; adyantages, 
indeed, much moje considerable than were 
contemplated in the first instance; but 
certainly, comparing what the charter. pre. 
scribed with what the. bank had vo}untarily 
offered, the offer must be. deemed a liberal 
one.—The following resolutions were then, 
put and agreed to, viz. -1. “-That3.mil- 
lions be granted. to bis majesty, for paying. 
off and discharging the exchequer. bills 
made out by, virtue of an actof the $9th 
and 40th of his present majesty, intituled, 
‘ An act for establishing an agreement with 
the governor and-company of the:bank of 
England, for advancing the sum of 3 mil- 
lions towards the \supply.for the service 
of the year 1800,” outstanding and unpro- 





vided. for.—-2. That 30,000/.. be granted. to 
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discharge bills drawn, and to be drawn, 
from New South Wales, which may be- 
come due’in the course of the year 1806, 
——3. That 8,250/. be granted for defraying 
the charge of the civil establishment of the 
province of Upper Cauada, in America.— 
4. That 7,165/. be granted for defraying 
the charge of the Civil Establishment of 
the Province of Nova Scotia.—5. That 
4,650l. be granted for defraying the eharge 
of the Civil Establishment of the Province 
of New Brunswick, in America—6. That 
$,100/. be granted for defraying the charge 
of the Civil Establishment of the Island of 
Saint John, in America, now called Prince 
Edward1sland.—7 . That 2,040/. be granted 
for defraying the charge of the Civil Esta- 
blishment of the Island of Cape Breton, in 
America.—S&. That 2,565/. be granted for 
defraying the charge of the Civil Establish- 
_ment of the Island of Newfoundland, in 
America.—9. That 4,400/. be granted for 
defraying the charge of the Civil Establish- 
ment of the Bahama Islands, in America, 
in addition to the salaries now paid to the 
public offices: out of the duty fund, and 
other incidental charges attending the 
same.—10. That 1,050/. be granted for de- 
fraying the charge of ‘the Civil Establish- 
ment of the Bermudas or Somers Islands. 
—11. That 6007. be granted for defraying 
the charge of the Civil Establishment of 
the Island of Dominica.—12. That 12,8197. 
Qs. 44d. be granted for defraying the charge 
of the Civil Establishment of New South 
Wales; all the above from the Ist of Jan. 
to the 3ist day of Dec. 1806.—13. That 
1,420/. be granted towards defraying the 
charge of the superintendence of Aliens, 
according tothe provisions of an act-passed 
in the 43d year of his present majesty, for 
the year 1506.” 

[Care'or Goon Horr.] Mr. Vansittart 
moved the 3d reading of the bill for regu- 
lating the trade of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Mr. W. Keene supported the motion, ma- 
king a number of observations, tending 
t® shew his sense of the importance of that 
settlement, and the expediency of retaining 
it in our posession in the event of a peace. 

* Lord® Garlies: took the opportunity of 
asking the gentlemen opposite, whether or 
not it was intended to take any parliamen- 
tary notice of the brilliant achievement of 
those gallant men by whose zeal and exer- 
tiofig that important-possession had been 
reduced. © A ‘considerable part of the ho- 
nour attending ‘this exploit belonged to the 
military, | Perhaps the conquest mot being 


sion of the campaign. 





completed might be the cause of apparent 


tenderness in calling for the sense of the: 


house on this subject. 


Lord Henry Petty observed, that as sone 
of his hon. friends who were more immes 


diately connected with the military depart. 
ment were present, he felt some difficult 

in answering the noble lord’s question, He 
was not aware that any motion, of the na 
ture alluded to, was in agitation ; and he 
had no hesitation in giving it as his opinion, 
that such a motion would be premature 


until the conquest had been completed’ 


It may seem paradoxical to say that this 
mode of increase is preferable to one more 
gradual and less alarming to the public, 
A gradual rise would have led to the suppo 


sition that this was a fund to be drawn upon’ 


to an indefinite extent, but being raised 
at once to its natural limits, there will be 
less suspicion of future augmentation. 
Lord Castlereagh rose to submit to admis 
nistration the propriety of proposing a vote 
of thanks to the gallant officers alluded to, 


Towards the close of the last war the’ 


thanks of the house were not delayed to 
the conquerors of Egypt until the conclu 
In his apprehension 
the degree in which our troops had distine 
guished themselves on the opening of the 
business was sufficient to induce parliament 
to express a grateful sense of their con 
duct. 

Lord Henry Petty repeated, that, as the 
conquest was incomplete, such a vote 
would be premature, 

General Tarleton pressed the propriety 
of an immediate vote of thanks for the gale 
lant services that had been rendered, and 
deprecated the idea of forbearing until the 
whole conquest was completed. Shoulda 
large body of the enemy land at the Cape, 
it was impossible that the laurels which our 
brave troops had gathered should be wis 
thered by that event; but they might be 


deprived of that honourable distinction 


which he was desirous should be conferred 
on them. 

Lord Henry Petty observed, that, instead 
of aconversation like the present, it would 
be better for any hon, gent. opposite, who 
wished, to bring forward a precise motion 
on the subject.—The bill was then read @ 
3d time and passed. De 

{impzacnMENT oF Lorp Metvrtte} 


Mr. Whitbread, in consequence of the 109 


tice which he had given yesterday, rose 0 
submit a motion to the hoyse, respecting 
the trial of lord Melville, The hon, gepty 
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gaid, that the motion of which he had given 
‘notice for the house being present at the 
tyial in a committee of the whole house, 
he considered to be so much a matter of 
‘course, that it was with extreme surprize 
he first Jearned that any opposition was 
‘meant to be made to it. It was so com- 
pletely incomprehensible to him what 
could be urged against his present motion, 
that he should not think it necessary now 
to endeavour to anticipate what might be 
‘said, but hoped the house would indulge 
him with a few words in answer to any 
thing which might be advanced on the 
other side. He then moved that the house 
be present at the trial of lord viscount 
Melville, as a committee of the whole 
house.” , 
Mr. Robert Dundas (son of lord Melville) 
said, the hon, gent. in making his present 
motion must be aware that its effect would 
be, to necessitate the house of lords to ad- 
dress. his majesty for having Westminster- 
hall fitted up for the purpose of their pro- 


- geeding to the trial, ‘That, however, being 


the case, he hoped he might be entitled to 
say afew words on the subject, by which 
he hoped to be able to make it appear, not 
only that such astep would lead to the 
highest inconvenience, but would, perhaps, 
be the source of gross injustice and oppres- 
sion by the delay and expefce which such 
aproceeding would produce. Whenever 
any question occurred in which it might 
‘he necessary fur the house of lords to de- 
liberate, all that would be required, if the 
trial proceeded in their own house, would 
be, for the managers to retire till the ques- 
tion was discussed. But, if the tria] pro- 
seeded in Westminster-hall, the lords 
would be obliged, on every such occa- 
sion, to retire to their own house, and if 
they continued debating till near the usual 
hour. of adjournment, there would be little 
chance of their returning to the hall that 
Way, In this way it was a fact, that not less 
‘than two or three days of delay would take 
place in the one case for one in the other. 
He trusted he did not ask too much of the 
‘house in hoping, that in the pursuit of jus- 
tice they would not be guilty of oppression; 
that they would not adopt a mode of trial 
‘which would be vexatious in point of time, 
and ruinous in point of expence. He 
thought the case of Mr. Hastings would 
have ,been sufficient. to warn the house 
against the adoption of a proposition like 
the\present, He ‘had.no doubt the mana- 
B8ts-would conduct the case with all the 


-but he was confident the house could .not 





expedition in. their power; but it would 
not be in their power, or in that of the ac~ 
cused, to do so in Westminster-ball. The 
hon. gent. himself (Mr, Whitbread) un- 
questionably, in his opening speech against 
lord Melville, alluded to an impeachment 
to be tried’ in the house of lords, and his 
referring to the case of Jord Macclesfield 
was a sufficient proof of this. He trusted 
the hon. gent. would not now depart from 
that idea, and revert to the other more 
severe, inconvenient, and oppressive made. 
The case of lord. Macclesfield, on which the 
hon. gent. himself had dwelt, was tried at 
the bar of the bouse of lords. It occupied 
only 21 days; and the case of Mr. Hastings, 
which was tried in Westminster-hall, lasted 
for eight sessions.. ‘Though the accused had 
here preferred impeachment to criminal 
prosecution, he hoped the hon. gent, would 
not now turn round on him and deny. to him 
the modeof trial which he himself had. once 
pointed at, and insist on one much morse 
oppressive in its nature and effect, .The 
matter might occur to him more forcibly 
than to other members of the house, bat 
he hoped the house would excuse. him in 
stating it. The hon. gent. was in posses 
sion of ample documents, to convince him 
that the private fortune of the individual 
here accused was not adequate to the sup- 
port of an expensive trial; and when. equal 
justice, and before the same tribunal, 
might be procured at a smallerexpence, he 
submitted that it could never be the wish 
of the house, or of the hon. gent., to pur- 
chase it at a greater expence to the, party 
accused. ‘The hon. member declared that 
he should not press the matter to a. divie 
sion, if the sense of the house seemed to 
be against him, as the matter might strike 
him differently from what it might occur ta 
others, He concluded by cautioning the 
house, in their search after substantial jus- 
tice, not to go into the extreme of substan- 
tial injustice, i ai 
Mr. Tierney said, that when the house 
had at last come to the resolution of im- 
peachment, he had. trusted, that no. far- 
ther question on the subject. would have 
been introduced. He was far from wish. 
ing to say any thing that might hurt. the 
feelings of lord Melville; and he could not 
help bearing his testimony. to the strict 
propriety with which the hon. gent. whe 
opposed the motion had conducted himself, 
during the whole course of the discussion ; 


hesitate to adopt the. motion before them, | 
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‘The substantial ends of justice might, in- 
"deed, be attained by a trial at the bar of 
the house of lords, but not with the same 
satisfaction to the public mind. ' He had 
always preferred the trial by impeachment, 
‘as more applicable to the high rank of the 
. “person accused, and the nature of the char- 
ges brought against him ; and for the same 
reason, he thought that the trial should be 
conducted with every possible solemnity, 
- $0 thatthe public might be convinced that 
*no rank or station, however high, could 
protect any man from a. solemn decision. 
‘The public expected. this solemn trial, at-; 
. ‘tended with every degree of publicity, and 
«would not be satisfied without 11. With 
‘fegard to its bearing hard on the private for- 
‘tune of lord Melville, a similar plea had 
‘been urged by Mr. Hastings, but it had not 
een listened-to-by the house. The bon. 
‘gent: also complained ofthedelay that would 
vétisue ; but this house would not be ac- 
*eountable for ay delay that. might take 
jlace: The house were prepared to esta-; 
“blish their charges, and such complaints 
‘ might be addressed with more propriety to 
another house. In fact, all the difference 
-in respect of time between a trial in West- 
-‘fninster-hall, and one at the bar of the 
‘-pouse of lords, would merely be in their 
lordships travelling at times between the 
-hall and their own _— He concluded 
iving his support to the motion. 
Sr Bankes seid, he could see nothing 
to persuade the house to do that in lord 
-Melville’s case, which it had found so in- 
conveniént in that of Mr, Hastings. In 
°¢he course of that trial. the delay. was dis- 
ieeful, and the expence intolerable. He 
hiad-all along been against sending any ac- 
cused ‘person'to be tried in Westminster- 
hall, if any other place could be found 
where'the ends of justice could be obtain- 
-ed; and he had. formerly contended against 
-thking this case from the ordivary course 
of law. He was sorry when the house had 
\ “eotie toa different determination; but he 
-still' hoped, that they would not adopt that 
mode'of-trial, which, in the case of Mr. 
“Hastings, had done them no credit. Every 
-6nd’ of justice would be fully answered by 
a trial at the bar of the lords, while the 
“sélemmnity, the dignity, and decorum requi- 
‘@ite on such an-ocedsion, were liable to be: 
Gnterrupted in the promiscuous assemblage’ 
cat’ Westmiineter-hull, Was. the case (of 
Jord Macclesfield of less importance: than! 
‘the present? Were the feelings of the pub- 
tr _— 


that occasion? But in his case, q 
Westminster-hall was: not thought niece. 
sary. An hon. gent. had said, that it Way 
necessary to satisfy the expectations of thy 
public; but if they expected any thi 
yond the distribution of justice, he Git d 
see how they were entitled 'to be satistgg, 
But it might be said, that they looked fom 
ward to a great public spectacle; heb, 
lieved, however, that the public held by 
spectacles in abhorrence. The trial ofMj, 
Hastings had completely disgusted they 
with such exhibitions. If the 21 days wig 
of lord Macclesfield were compared wif, 
that which lasted eight sessions 6f parlly 
ment, it would be easy to see which d& 
served. the preference. The various 
aay delays that must ensue, andi tp 
time that must be consumed in a théugen 
ways, were all arguments against a trial 
Westminster-hall. Even the money thit 
might be necessary to fit up Westininis 
hall, should not be lightly thrown awa 
the present moment. We were so mich 
in the habit of voting large sums, thy 
small sums lost their importance,’ aq 
dwindled into insignificance ; but the 
sent was a period which ealled' loudly t; 
every degree of parsithony consistent Wid 
the public service. Neither ought thei 
dividual, who is the object of impeachthetf, 
to be loaded with one shilling of wthédm 
sary expence. Qn all these proundyik 
opposed the motion of the hon. gent. » 
Lord Folkestone. contended, that Wis 
unfair to contrast the trial of Mr. 
with that of lord Macclesfield, or to asbtit 
the great length of the former to the'tite 
consumed in the forms attendant’ on sit 
a mode of trial. It was owing to very dil 
ferent circumstances; to the vafiéty oftle 
charges brought against him, and thecot 
plicated nature of the evidence by whith 
they were supported, It was a prititiph 
of the constitution, that all ‘trials shoil 
be conducted in as public‘and operi & mith 
ner as possible; and surely, this pri 
operated with the greatest force in thé 
ofan impeachment. It certainly coultdtit 
be held so public at the bar of the howtéd 
lords, for there the space below the barwa 
so small that it would hot accommiodat 
committee of this house, ~ With respétth 
the expence, he believed it would be'foail 
less than gentlemen conceivéd. 
deal depended, in his opinion, upon’ pit 
and ‘show; as useful and salutary I 
‘might be drawn from thé solemnity@™ 
scene. As ‘to the objection, of tf 
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ing the course of business, he must 
‘observe, that if the trial was carried on in 
the house of lords, the judges must attend, 
snd therefore the business of the law courts 
would be suspended in the same manner, 
Lord Henry Petty said, that though he 
differed in opinion from the hon. gent. who 
had preceded the noble lord, yet he was 
not surprised at the arguments he bad ad- 
He had originally.opposed the 
mode of trial by impeachment, and might 
therefore be consistent now in resisting a 
trial in Westminster-hall ; but to hear those 
who had preferred impeachment, from the 
consideration of the rank of lord Melville, 
and the nature of the offence with which he 
was charged, concur in. the arguments of 
the hon. gent., and opposing now the an- 
cient and constitutional mode of con- 
ducting that impeachment, was rather ex- 
tradrdinary.. The hon. gent. had said, 
that the trial of Mr. Hastings reflected dis- 
grace on the house. He, for his part, was 
not aware of any such disgrace, though he 
had heard it had been attended with much 
inconvenience. The present case, he said, 
difered widely from that of Mr. Hastings. 
Here all the charges, and ail the evidence 
adduced in their support, bore distinctly 
on one point. He contended, that if the 
house did not agree to the motion of his 
hon, friend, it would amount to a decla- 
sation, that all the ancient and constitu- 
tional forms of impeachment were imprac- 
ticable. ‘The expence attendant on this 
mode of trial had been stated as an objec- 
tion against it. It was not the expence of 
paper that might be consumed, or of bench- 
és that might be erected, but the want of 
those constitutional enquiries into misap- 
plications of the public money, that could 
ever prove ruinous to the country. The 
danger of the country was great; the dan- 
ger which now impended over its finances 
would be the result, not of enquiries, but 
from neglect of attention to those consti- 
tutional prosecutions, which are at once 
the protection of the public, and the surest 
means of guarding its purse. The hon. 
gent. had stated the situation of the noble 
lord as being peculiar. So indeed was the 
situation of the public. It willbe my lot,, 
said the noble lord, and arduous will) 
the:lot. be, to propose in a few days a 
large augmentation of the public burthens.' 
if may. be allowed to feel more. than! 
any othér man the importance of convin- 
‘the public that their money is rightly 
~ that their.burthens should vot 
Ok. . ; 
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be unnecessarily increased, it must be my 
anxious wish that every species of enquiry 
should take place, that they shall see their 
interests are upheld. With respect to the 
case of the noble lord, it is highly essential 
to their interests, that the utmost uotoriety 
and publicity should be given to the trial, 
in order that they may have an opportunity 
of attending it, to witness their interests 
protected and discussed. They will like- 
wise have the satisfaction of knowing, 
should the noble lord be acquitted, that the 
grounds of the clamours raised against those 
who support the enquiry are totally false. 
They will have this satisfaction, and they 
will also have the satisfaction of seeing 
ample justice done to the noble lord’s cha- 
racter, So much for the subject of public 
expence. With respect to the subject of 
the expence to the noble lord, that may, 
either in the event of acquittal or condem- 
nation, be a fit.object of future discussion, 
The noble lord wished for all conside- 
ration of that nature to be deferred. The 
first object was the attainment of substan- 
tial justice in the most clear and public 
manner. that would be obtained by a trial 
in Westminster-hall, and he was conse- 
quently impelled to vote for the motion of 
his hon. friend. 

Mr. Rose declared that he was one of 
those who preferred the mode of trial by 
impeachment in preference to that in the 
court of King’s Bench, because he thought 
the peculiar situation and dignity of the 
noble lord required it: but he was also of 
opinion that the object of the house would 
be much better and more effectually attain- 
ed by prosecuting at the bar of the house 
of lords, than by proceeding .with tedious 
forms and ceremonies in Westminster-hall, 
In advancing that opinion, he was suppor. 
ted by the result of the trial of lord Mac- 
clesfield, which was concluded in 21 days 
from its commencement. With this prece- 
dent on the one side in favour of the trial at 
the bar of their lordships, and that of Mr, 
Hastings against a trial at Westminster-hall, 
he thought that few men could hesitate to 
make a choice, or decide which mode was 
more eligible. His reason for thinking 
that the trial at the bar of the lords would 
be more public was, thatevery person might 
go into the house of lords, when the doors 
were open, without special permission ; but 
every member in the house must know, 
that no person but a member of either 
house of parliament could attend the pro- 
anaings at Westminster-hall, without the 
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admission or leave of a peer. The noble 
lord (H. Petty) had mentioned his feelings 
‘and anxiety in being obliged’ to impose 
taxes; the noble lord had aleo lamented 
the difficulties which surrounded him; he 
‘was as sensible as any man of those difficul- 
ties, which he knew to be very great ; but 
he was also sure that the country possessed 
resources fully adequate to meet all difficul- 
‘ties, dangers, and emergencies : and with that 
impression on his mind,hedid not think there 
was any room for gloom or despondency. 

Lord H. Petty, in explanation, said, that 
he had not spoken in gloomy language of 
the financial prospects of the country. He 
had said, that the country could only be 
ruined by a want of principle in those who 
directed its resources. 

Mr. Whitbread said, he telt a due sense 
of the decorous conduct of the hon, gent. 
who commenced the debate, and should be 
ready to take every opportunity of acknodw- 
ledging it. The hon. member had, as it 
were, put himself on the mercy of the house 
and entreated it not to adopt a mede ot 
proceeding which would be harassing and 
oppressive to the noble person who stood 
accused. He assured the hon. gent., that 
he would be the last man in the house who 
would support any proceeding of that de- 
scription; it was not in the contemplation 
of himself or the managers; and he could 
also undertake to say, that it was as little 
the intention of the other members of the 
house, with whom he had the honour-of 
acting, to press lord Melville to a trial, 
vexatious or harassing, but it was their 
intention as well as their duty, to carry 
on proceedings against that noble lord 
with the solemnity and notoriety which 
had distinguished this country on such 
eccasions from every other in Europe and 
tended so essentially to establish its fame. 
If the hon. gentlemen onthe opposite 
side pushed their argunients, the conse- 
quence would be, that they must desire 
parliament and the country to get rid of all 
public trials, to exclude audiences from the 
‘very courts of justice, and, in fine, from 
every place in which the laws of the coun- 
try were to be administered. But he dif- 
fered from the hon. gent. in this respect, 
and thought that publicity was necessary in 
‘trials of every kind, and the best guard 
for the security of persons and property, 
as well as-for the discharge of great public 
‘trusts. It wasa little singular, however, 
“that in this particular case the mode was, 
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jsurely, when they reversed the decision of 
the house for a criminal prosecution jin thy 
court of King’s Bench, they must have hag 
the present mode of trial in view, becayg: 
since the Revolution, Westminster-hal] ve 
the only place in which trials of impeach, 
ment had been condutted, with the 

tion of lord Macclesfield’s case. He would 
ask, whether the shortness of that noble 
man’s trial was attributable to his: be} 
tried at the bar of the house of lords? The 
answer to this question would be easy, whey 
it was considered that there were very fey 
objections made at the trial ; therefore, it 
might be concluded in as short atime 
Westminster-hall as in the house of lotds, 
He was ready to admit, that he had refep 
red to the case of lord Macclesfield, in the 
debates respecting lord Melville, with 
view to shew, that the precedent of Mp, 
Hastings’s trial should not dissuade: the 
house from adopting the trial by impeach 
ment; but when he urged that precedent, 
he had no mode of trial in contemplation 
but that which the managers recommended, 
The house must be aware that a strong pros 
test had been entered on that oceasion on 
the journals of their lordships, against the 
mode of trial pursued in the case of that 
noble lord, The hon, gent. next read the 
following extract from. the said. protest; 
** Because we are of opinion, that it highly 
* concerns the honour and dignity of this 
house, in all cases of Impeachments, 
that the trial should be in the most pub 
lic and solemn manner ; that being most 
suitable to the laws and censtitutions of 
this kingdom ‘im all cases whatsoever, 
but is more especially requisite ina pro 
secution of the commons of Great Bri. 
tain begun and carried on by their repre 
‘* sentatives in parliament ; for which Téi 
‘© sons we think, that this trial ought tobe 
“© had in’ Westminster-hall, and not at the 
‘© bar of the house, where it is impossible, 
“as we conceive, to provide room*and 
“* other conveniences for. the attendance 
** of the house of commons, arid such others 
“* of the subjects of this kingdom who may 
“ be desirous to be present at’this trial,’ 
—The hon. gent. was really at a los 
to comprehend the right lon. gent. (Mn 
Rose), when he stated that the trial w 

be’ more public at the bar of the house 
of lords than in Westminster-hall, Would 
‘not the members of the house of cot 
mons wish-to attend that trial? Yes, bot 
they could not satisfy their wishes m 
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cisidnof fight hon. member observed, however, 
D inthe | that the house of lords had been enlarged 
ave had § since the time of lurd Macclesfield’s trial ; 
necauge | gohad the house of commons; and: the 
ball vay pelative situation of both houses was still 
apeach, | nearly the same as to room ‘and conveni- 
excep. ence. The trial of lord Macclestield af- 
e would | forded also a kind of warning; for he had 


t noble. | read, that the pressure of the crowd at the) 


8 triatof that noble lord was so great, that 
is? The § one of the managers had been squeezed to 
y, whey | death. (A cry of name! name!) The 
ery-few name of the hon. gent. as well as he could 
fore, it recollect, was Mr, Fazakerley. He cer- 
time at | tainly thought that this trial should be held 
f londs, § at Westminster-hall, as the place most 
1 refer, | suitable to the dignity of the house and the 
jin the | country. In reply to the right hon. member's 
with | obseryation as to the peers’ admissions, he 
of Mr, | would say that the question was still the. 
de the | same; for if the peers could exercise a pri- 
peath» 9 vilege in the one place, they were entitled 
sedent, | toexerciseitinthe other. The simple point 
plation § therefore arising from this part of the sub- 
ended, ff ject was, which of the two places was ca- 
1g prow § pable'of holding most people. ‘The hon. 
jon on | member (Mr. R. Dundas) said that he was 
nst the | acquainted with the private fortune of lord 
f that | Melville. . Certainly, in the prosecution of 
ad the § their duty, the managers had come to the 
rotest; | knowledge of many private circumstances, 
highly { -which it was impossible for them to sepa- 
of this | tate from the public transactions: of that 
ments, § noblelord. Ie could not agree, however, 
t pub» § that because a person against whom a 
most § charge had been preferred, represented 
ms of § smallness-of fortune and inability to sup- 
oever, | port theexpences attending tria|ythat theree 
a pro § fore all proceedings should be shaped in 
t Brie § conformity to his wishes. -If this argument 
repre: § wereallowed, it would destroy all prosecu- 
h rete § tions; for the ‘party accused had only to 
tobe ff pledd poverty, and thus-escape, perhaps, 
at the § fromthe. punishment ‘which he merited, 
sible, § Ifthe house of lords deemed it essential 
vand § tothe interests of the publit, that Mr. 
dance § Hastings should ‘have been tried in’ West- 
thers § Mminster-hall, instead of. taking. it at their 
ymay § ‘batjwas not the same reason substantial 
trial,” § forhaving lord Melville’s trial at the same 

loss f ‘place? He was one of his majesty’s minis- 
(Mn §f ‘tts, enjoying the confidence of the crown; 
vould ‘tnd holding the situation of first lord of the’ 
jouse § admiralty, he was a privy counsellor; in 
fould ff ‘short, he held those situations which rank- 
come § edhim amongst the ‘first subjects in the 
‘Tealm; it was highly necessary, therefore, 
‘thatthe: public: should receive every. faci- 
‘ity toattend the trial of so great an indi- 












yg]. PARL. DEBATES, Mancn 26, 1806.—Impeachment of Lord Melville. [550 


self to give publicity to his trial, in order, 
if he were Innocent, to enable the people: 
to judge fully of the hardships under which’ 
he. must labour from the imputation of 
guilt ; and, on the other hand, if the noble: 
lord was guilty, the place of trial ought to 
be capacious enough, if possible, even for: 
the whole nation, whose interests were 
most deeply involved. 

Mr. W. Dundas said that he had listen- 
ed in vain with a view to hear any essen- 
tial reason of justice or expediency urged, 
why the trial should take place in West- 
minster-hall, rather than at the bar of the 
house of lords. He did not say that there 
ought to be no impeachment; but he con- 
tended that it was of the essence of justice 
that it should not be dilatory nor unne- 
cessarily expensive. Every person, as an 
hon. friend of his had observed, was to be 
presumed innocent till he was found guilty. 
He therefore, for the present, presumed 
that lord Melville was innocent; and in 
this view, the mode of proceeding now 
proposed would. bring the punishment of 
guilt on an innocent person. He-did not 
consider this as a party question, but asked, 
whether it was just or generous that a per- 
son who, setting the present affair aside, 
had rendered essential service to the coun- 
try, and was therefore. entitled to its gra- 
titude, should, by the enormous expence 
to which he would be exposed, be con- 
signed for the remainder of his life to want 
and poverty? The noble lord (H. Petty), 
and the. hon.. gent. who spoke last, had ad 
verted to the old mode of proceeding; and 
to the trial of Mr. Hastings; but was there 
a lawyer in Westminster-hall who did not 
consider that trial as: an abominable dis- 
grace? The Judge Advocate (Mr. Bond), 
in proposing a criminal information, had 
argued respecting. this abomination, this 
foul stigma, with the. greatest. eloquence. 
Why was he not here to-day to support 
his .argument?. He concluded . by again 
asking, whether it was consistent: with jus- 
tice or. generosity to bring a sload of .ex. 
pence on the shoulders of the accused, 
which, whether innocent or guilty, would 
weigh him: down to the earth? 

Mr. Perceval said, that if: any one ‘cir- 
cumstance ‘had «been. mentioned; which 
could prove that the trial should take place 
in, Westminster-ball rather than atthe bar 
ofthe house of lords, then indeed-he-might 
.perhaps have been silent; but.as none such 
had been mentioned, he trusted: the house 
.would be open to receive any impressions 








‘lidual. -Jé-was due to the noble lord him-, 








ithat might:be expected to. be: made by. the 
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arguments of his hon. friends. It was said 
that he and his friends were inconsistent 
in having first wished for the impeachment, 
and then endeavouring to have it conduct- 
ed at the bar of the house of lords. Where 
‘was the inconsistency? They wished for 
impeachment still in preference to infor- 
mation, but they wished at the same time 
that it should be carried on in the manner 
least oppressive to the individual accused. 
Was there any novelty in having the im- 
peachment at the bar of the house of lords? 
No; for the trial of lord Macclesfield was 
conducted in this manner. But even if 
there had been no instance of this kind, he 
would have been desirous of introducing 
that novelty, because he thought that 
course the most proper which united the 
essential attainment of justice with the 
least oppression to the individual. As to 
the point of inconsistency he, as the per- 
son who, in case the mode of information 
bad been adopted, would have had the 
business to manage, had felt the difficul- 
ties that would attend this course of pro- 
ceeding. The managers had better means 
of acquiring important information by the 
snede.of impeachment, and in fact it was 
pot till of late that they had discovered 
what to them appeared matter of great 
consequence, Now, what would have been 
the situation of the case, if, imstead of ha- 
ving an additional article, as now, he should 
have had to. make this an additional count 
in his information? They talked of the in- 
consistency on bisside ofthe house. Now, 
was there no inconsistency on the other? 
They first voted for an impeachment in- 
tleed, but they subsequently voted for a 
criminal information. Why did they do 
£0? Would the trial have less publicity at 
the bar.of the house of lords than in the 
court of King’s Bench? The privacy é/en 
was no objection. It was strange that they 
should now insist so much on publicity. A 
right hon. friend of his (Mr. Tierney) had 
asked, whether the argument against this 
solemn impeachment would not go to all 
cases? Even if it had, that would not have 
deterred him from preferring the trial at’ 
the bar of the house.of lords. -He certain- 
dy valued the privilege of iunpeachment; 
highly ; and this was the very reason'why 
he wished it shoyld be conducted im the 
least oppressive mode, as otherwise. it 
‘would be in danger of falling into disuse,|of'the expence, the accused would prelet; 
His hon, friend under ‘the gallery, (Mr.|| but afterwards it eppeared that lord Me 
Bankes) had been so impressed with, the’ ville, upon re-consideration, with all thede 
imconveniencies attending the trial of Mr. |.advantage of the additional expence, pm 
Hastings, that he hed formed a esolution |-ferred the shode of impeachment, But w# 


to oppose the impeachments when any 
course could be adopted. But at all events 
it was desirable we should have the 
fits without the inconveniences of jg, 
then adverted to the great difference it woul 
make in point of time ; and contended thy 
the great object ought to be to remove from 
the mode of trial by impeachment 
thing oppressive and embarrassing, 
Mr. Secretary Fox rose to trouble the house 
only witha few words, But something which 
fell from the hon, and learned gent,who 
last,induced him to trespass on theirattention 
for a moment, That hun. and leamed fens, 
had charged him, and those who, 
with him in thinking that lord Melsillp 
ought to be brought to trial, with inconsig 
tency, in voting first for an impeachn 
and then for a criminal information, ‘They 
had done so undoubtedly ; but under what 
circumstances? The house would keg 
in mind, that the question then was be 
tween them and those who opposedall efi, 
minal proceedings whatever, and whostrain 
ed every nerve in order to prevent any sort 
of trial. He had then stated the reasons which 
induced him to act as he had done. Buta 
the hon. and learned gent. had thought pro 
per to say nothing about them, and possibly 
might have forgot them, he would. state 
them again. If the pure question had bea 
whether there was to be an impeachment, 
or a criminal information? he would hay 
preferred an impeachment. But when he 
saw that the motion for an impeachment 
was lost by a majority, hollow as it was, 
he had no alternative but to adopt ales 
eligible mode of proceeding, rather than 
have none at all. But how was that me 
jority procured? Why; by the unional 
two purties, one of which endeavoured to 
stop all proceedings. Thetwo gentlemen, 
relations of lord Melville, who brought fon 
ward and-supported this proposition, were 
certainly justifiable in what they did. No 
body could be more alive to the s 
of relationship, or of friendship, than he 
was; but at the same time he must say, 
that they were not exactly the persons 
whose directions were to be followed in 
this instance, Mow did the case stand? 
A-motion was made for a criminal ipfot- 
mation, and atithe time it was pretty plait 
ly insinuated that this was the mode whieb, 
gu acceunt :of the comparative smalines 
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ever said or insinuated that the impeach- 
ment was not to be conducted in the most 
lemn manner? Not an idea was enter- 
tained that the trial would not be allowed 
-proceed inthe way best calculated 
fo answer the ends of public justice. On 
contrary, the cordial support of 

the hon, gentlemen was promised to the 
managers who were to conduct the im- 
chment. He had uo doubt of the sin- 
getity of that promise, and as little did he 
tthat the present opposition of the 
hon, gentlemen proceeded from their] 
conviction that they could conduct the 
pusiness much betier than the managers 
gho had been appointed for that pur- 
pose. But then be might be afraid of 
such friends. ‘They had voted against all 
criminal proceedings whatever, and cer- 
tainly the bias therefore ought to be against 
em. With regard to the length of time, 
bis hon, friend had given suflicient reason 
fosuppose that the difference would not 
pematerial; and as to the argument of the 
fight hon. gent. (Mr. Rose), who main- 
tained that a trial at the bar of the house 
oi lords would be as public as one in West- 
minster-ball; he was convinced that his 
yeasoning would have very little influence. 
onthe house. Now, why should we resort 
perpetually for diréctions to those who had 
ppposed all criminal proceedings in this 
yease? It was an old rule of the house, 
which was now dropped, perhaps properly, 
but which was not without sowe grounds 
tosupport it, that no persons should be 
allowed'to speak in a committee on a bill 
mho opposed the principle, because it was 
thought that such persons would not make 
Any alterations in the detail which would 
promote the object of the bill. As to the 
policy of the conduct of these gentlemen 
with regard to themselves, that was their 
‘business; but, in a public view, it would 
be the worst policy in the world to raise! 
vena suspicion of a collusion with those’ 
who, opposed the bringing of lord Melville. 
fotrialin any way. Could any man doubt 
mith regard to the publicity of this affair, 
all the arguments which went to shew’ 

the advantage of an impeachment over a 
(¢timinal information, went also to prove 
she advantage of a trial in Westminster-' 
shall, above one in the house of lords? 
Were; they not aware that all the argu-| 
Ments in favour of solemnity.and publicity, | 
Which‘had once been urged in favour of 


said an hon, gent, opposite to him. Why, 
he hoped-that every trial of this kind would 
be rendered a public spectacle, and that as 
many as possible would be admitted to 
them; not, indeed, with @ view to influ- 
ence them; but that those who were con- 
ceryed in such trials, might feel the re» 
sponsibility of their situations and charaes 
ters; that the public might be satisfied that 
every thing was fairly conducted, and that 
the decision, whether one way or the other, 
was given with that deliberation and impars 
tiality, which the cireumstances of tie case 
required. 

Mr. Canning said, that after the speech 
of the right hon gent. (Mr. Fox), amd 
when it was considered how much warmth 
he had thrown into that speech, he scarce- 
ly knew what course he had to take. If it 
was decided that the strong arm of govern- 
ment was to fall upon lord Melville, per+ 
haps it would be as well if gentlemen on 
that side of the house weretohold theit 
tongues altogether. The right hon. gents 
besides imputing to them the greatest ins 
consistency, seemed to consider, that e 
argument which came from them should be 
received. with the greatest suspicion. The 
hon. gent. had also stated, that it was ime 
possible that those who voted for the ims 
peachment could have then in their cons 
templation that such impeachment would 
be regulated by the precedent of lord Mace 
clesfield’s case, rather than by that of the 
other precedents of impeachments in Weste 
minster-hall. It, however, was natural 
that they should look to that case, which 
was the only one cited at thattime. Ag 
for himself, he trusted that his assertion 
would deserve as much. weight as the gener 
ral assertion of any other gentleman; and 
he must declare that-he had this case in his 
contemplation when he voted for the-ime- 
peachment. The right hon, gent. had ex, 
pressed surprise that they did not look to 
the last precedent, that of the trial of Mr, 
Hastings. That was acase of which not 
only the public opinion, but parliament it- 
self, had pronounced upon, when it ap> 
pointed a new judicature to try offences.of 
that nature in future. As to the authority 
of arguments being lessened when coming 
from relations or private friends, he thought 
there should be full as great a diminution 
from their authority when they came from 
persons of a contrary description. For ex- 
ample, a noble lord (Henry Petty) had 





feel disposed to shelter lord Melville as 


#m impeachment, might now be a nearly the following language: “ You 
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private friends, but I feel:as chancellor of 
the exchequer.” Whether the feelings of 
nature, or the sensibilities af office, deser- 
vedithe greater respect, he left it with the 
house to determine. — 

Mr: Whitbread, in explanation, said, that 
when he had cited the case of lord Mac- 
elesfield, he only meant to shew, that im- 
peachments were not necessarily attended 
with great delay ; but as aright hon. gent. 
(Mr, Caaving) had mentioned what was in 
his contemplation, he should also mention 
what» passed: in his; he had intended ori- 
ginally to move, that the impeachment 
should be in Wes'minster-hali, and had 
mentioned it tothe late Mr. Pitt, whomade 
no objection to it, 
~~ Mre€C, W. Wynne supported the motion 
on ‘constitutional grounds. Impeachinent 
was ‘the best mode of proceeding, and it 
was proper to have it as open as possible. 
The house of lords might be thrown open, 
but few could get in. He expressed his 
surprise at the logic of-some hon. gentle- 
men. Because ‘Mr. Hastings’s trial had 
lasted: eight'sessions, did it follow that all 
trials' conducted-in the sane way were to 
Jast an'equal time? ‘The great delay that 
took place ‘on ‘that occasion might be attri- 
buted: to other causes. In an impeach- 
ment, the house of lords had the right of 
chusing the days of trial, and adjourning it 
es they pleased; aud during the trial of 
Mr.iHastings, there was one year in which 
but four days were appointed for the trial. 
| (MrdVallace said, he was one of thosé who 
-fronythe beginning, disapproved of the pro- 
sécution of lord Melville, and who thought 
there had not been a suflicient ground of 
accusation’ made out against bim. His 
opinion’ was unaltered; but since the 
trial: was’ resolved on, he thought the 
great object at present was, that speedy 
justice: should be done, and with as little 
vexation as possible, to the party who was 
the object: of the trial, The proceeding 
itselfiinflicted avery severe penalty on the 
defendant, and would draw down the pu- 
nishment:of guilt upon the head of a per- 
son who'mizlt‘beinnocent. As to the ar- 
guments: that had been relied on, of the 
superior publicity: and solemnity of the 
trialo at Westmiinster-hall, they made but 
littleampression‘on‘his'mind.. He did not 
considerthe publicity of ‘a trial'to depend 
entirely upon the'number of persons who 
‘were present at iti ‘Phe’ proceedings of the 
court’of King’s Bench:had, ‘as: he: thought, 
sufficient’ publicity, andeyet that.court was 





Lning) had spoken of “ the strong armd 


so small, that it was not capable of adm, 
ting many persons; and when the dtcg 
sion was considered, he could not concging 
that much additional solemnity would} 
gained either from the place of the tria) 
or the number of persons who attended 
These circumstances might produce 4 coy 
siderable irritation in the public mig 
(which perhaps was what was wanted), aig 
it might gratify the vanity of certain gem 
tlemen, in giving them a bettter oppop 
tunity of displaying those talents which 
they might fancy they possessed. He fe 
a still greater objection to the trial beip 
at Westminster-hall, when it was recole 
lected that the chief justice of England wa 
made a minister and a party man, as meh 
as it was in the power of government toda, 
Mr. Grey could not exactly understand 
what the hon. gent. meant by his conelm 
ding observation; for whether the tral 
was in Westminster-hall, or at the barof 
the house of lords, lord Eilenborough 
would in either case have the same right 
as a peer of parliament, and nothing mor; 
As to parHament having shewn its di 
probation to the impeachment of Mr. Hap 
tings, by establishing an Kast-India jad 
cature, he must observe, that that appoint 
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ment was matie in 1784, whereas the im — Cle 
peachment of Mr. Hastings began in 1788; § ho 
and, if parliameut meant to shew disappro & i 
bation to impeachments, it would nim be 
merely have created an Kast-India judica § fo 
ture, but a general judicature for trying ff Jes 
offences which were formerly tried by im JR the 


peachment. A right hon. gent. (Mr. Cam 





government being directed against lon 
Melville.” He should’ have recollected, 
whether on a former occasion, and whet 
he was connected with administration, “th 
strong arm of government” had not bea 
exerted to withdraw lord Melville from 
justice, and to protect him from the charges 
which the house had brought against him 
But how was it that government could now 
be said to use their power? ‘They o 
wished to give the greatest publicity tom 
trial, aud publicity had always beens 
posed the best defence of the subject agaiim 
the strong arm of government. He thou 
the general question had been amply df 
cussed ; and should only observe, tality 
difference of expence between the tialam” 
Westminster-hall, and at the bar, ‘wou 
be'to the defendant nothing near whabiit 
been suggested in the course of the devil 
—The motion was then put and caret 
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Onceivg {Ivsouvert Destors.] Lord Holland, 
ould y  ddverting to the petitions on the table from 
ne tri the debtors confined. in different-prisons, 
tetided, | observed, that he had hitherto declined to 
: dcom bring forward any measure upon this sub- 
> imind HE ject, from 2 consciousness that he was un- 
d), aif equal tothe task, ‘Ihe unfortunate situa- 
‘in gem tion, however, in which many of his ma- 
oppor | jesty’s subjects were placed by being con- 
s which @ fined for debt, would not allow him to 
He feh § delay bringing forward a bill for their relief. 
being He therefore gave notice that he should, 
| tecols fe next week, bring in a bill of that descrip- 
and was @ tion in the form: which had several times 
18 much Ie’ been sanctioned by their lordships for the 
it todo, & relief of Insolvent Debtors. After the bill 
Jerstand @ had been read.a first time, he intended to 
conclis give a very short notice of the 2d reading, 
he trial IMPEACHMENT oF LornD MELVILLE. | 
e barof & Mr. Whitbread, and several other members 
borough fF of the house of commons, brought up a 
ne right (f Message, purporting that the house should 
if more, @ attend the trial of lord viscount Melville, 
is disap fF ina committee of the whole house, and re- 
fr. Has B quiting accommodation to be provided 
Jia judi for them, 

appoinb & Lord Grenville said, it was perfectly 
‘the im @ Clear that accommodation for the whole 
ini 1788; & house. of commons could not be provided 
lisappio § in that house ; the only mode therefore to 
uuld noi be adopted in consequence of the message 
a judic § from the commons was to address his ma- 
or trying Jesty, praying him to provide a place for 
d by im & the trial.of lord Melville. There were 
Mr. Can Other points also relative to the trial, to 
y arm df which he wished to call their lordships’ 
nst lon atlention. It was of the utmost importance 
rollected, that, in the progress of the trial, all unne- 
and when “essary delay should be sedulously avoided. 





Itwas due to the prosecutors as well as to 
the noble lord. impeached, that justice 
should be attained as speedily as possible. 
Itwasdue to the prosecutors that justice 
should be done without delay, if the de- 
fendant were guilty; it was equally due to 
“hey only the defendant that the expences of his de- 
ity to the fence should not, in case of an. acquittal, 
been 4 mount to or exceed any. fine which could 
ct agai Imposed upon him, if he were guilty. 
e thought +20se complaints, so justly founded, which 
remade against the delay attendant upon 

Mte'trial of Mr. Hastings, ought, in this 
apease, to be carefully avoided. Impressed 
these considerations, he intended to 
when his majesty’s answer to the 
dress should be received, to refer to the 
jody BP Mmittee already appointed to search for 
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precedents, to consider of the best means 
of proceeding in the trial without deley. 
There were, however, two or three sigges= 
tions which he would just mention to their 
Jordsbips ; the first was, that the “trial, 
when commenced, ought to be proceeded 
in from day to day until. it was finislied. 
If this mode.of couduct Were adopted, he 
was convinced it would go a great way 
towards attaining the ends of justice as 
speedily as possible, whilst, at the same 
time, the trial would, in that’case, be’in & 
greater degree assimilated to a trialin a 
court of law. Another circumstance’ to 
be attended to was, the hour of assembling, 
which, he thought, when fixed, ought, each 
day to be rigidly adhered to, ‘and no other 
business whatever to be previously entered 
upon. It would also be a great saving of 
time if some mode were adopted, or if 
some understanding took place, with re- 
spect to collectmg the opinions of theirlord- 
ships upon any disputed point of evidence, 
without their being under the necessity of 
retiring upon every such occasion to their 
chamber.—These suggestions he threw out 
for their lordships’ consideration; but what- 
ever might be the mode adopted, he trusted 
the great object would be to proceed 
through the trial without any other delay 
than was absolutely necessary.’ He con- 
cluded by moving for an address to his 
majesty, praying that his majesty would be 

graciously pleased: to give directions to 

prepare a place in Westminster-hall for the 

trial of lord viscount Melville, 

Earl Stanhope stated, that he was one of 
those noble lords who. attended during the 

long trial of Mr. Hastings, during which he 

could not avoid perceiving that there was 

often a lamentable waste of their lordships’ 

time. He trusted that the delays which 

bad then occurred would serve as warnings 

to their lordships on the present oecasiun, 

He would venture to suggest one regula- 

tion, from which he thought much benefit 

would be derived: upon the trial» of Mr. 

Hastings, it was customary for the house, 

whenever any objections upon points of 
evidence arose, to immediately adjourn 

for the day to the: parliament chamber, 

Now he thought it very practicable and re 

concileable. to the strictest forms of pro- 

ceeding, that their lordships should receive 

the objection, and proceed ‘(if the progress 

of the cause did not essentially depend upon 

it), to determine the point next day, or at 

some convenient opportunity, without im~ 
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peding the course of the proceedings. ‘The 
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frequent adjournments at that time were: 
felt to be a very great inconvenience. It 
was remarked, by a witty member of that 
house during the impeachment, that it was 
the only trial in which the judges walked 
whilst the trial stood stilh—The motion 
was agreed to. 
Sa 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, March 27. 
{Miwvrss.}] Mr. Irving, from the office 
of the inspector-general of Exports and Im- 
ports, brought up an account of Imports 
and Exports from Tortola.—Mr. Johnson, 
from the-office of the chief sec. in Ireland, 
brought up an account of the woollen yarn 
imported into that kingdom for a certain 
' period.—Mr. Hase, from the bank, brought | 
up an account of the amount of Exchequer 
bills issued under the act for renewing the 
Bank Charter, and an account of those that’ 
were still unprovidéed for—Mr. Ro- 
berts, from the oflice of the Paymaster-Ge- 
neral of his majesty’s forces, brought up an 
account of the sums drawn from the exche- 
quer for the service of the year 1805, and 
of the balances remaining in the hands of 
the Paymaster on the 5th of Jan. 1806.— 
Mr. Vansittart brought in a bill for farther 
continuing an act for encouraging the Fish- 
eries, &c. Also a bill to enable the com- 
missioners of the treasury in Ireland, to 
issue Treasury bills, on the credit of the 
aids of the year.—Mr. Huskisson moved 
for an account of the amount of the ar- 
rears, as far as they can be collected, on 
the Property Tax, for the years ending the 
Sth of April 1904, and the 5th of April 
1805, respectively —Mr. Fellowes moved 
fora cotamittee to examine and consider 
the returns respecting the Non-resident 
Clergy, presented to the house on the 17th 
inst., and to report thereon.—Mr. Whit- 
bread reported, that he had taken to the 
lords their message of last night, requesting 
them to provide accommodations for that 
house, in Westminster-hall, at the trial of 
lord viscount Melville.--Mr. Giles observed 
that the accounts laid before the house, 
ef the expences of the commissioners for 
regulating the civil affairs of the Navy, 
were defective. He therefore moved, “ that 
there be Jaid before the house, an account 
particularly specifying the several items 
ing the sum of 10,000/, for the year 
1805, and 


' Concerns of the Navy,as the amount of the 
1 
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the sum of 10,000/. for the year 
1806, stated to the lords of the Admiralty: 
by the.commissioners for revising the Civil. 






[st 
fexpences attending the business of thei 
commission ; together. with an account of 
all charges or expences hitherto paid, ingy. 
red, or allowed by the said commissioners” 
([Mitirary EsraniisuMents,} My, 
Yorke, pursuant to notice, rose for the 
pose of moving for certain documents jg. 
lative to the operation of the bill ¢ 
the Levy en Masse bill, to which he gp 
derstood none of his majesty’s ministe, 
intended to object ; and when he stated hig 
purpose, he trusted that the house would 
be of opinion it-would be both desirabl 
and necessary, that those documents should 
be before them preparatory to bringing fon 
ward the plan of national defence unden 
stood to be now in the contemplation of 
his majesty’s ministers, and which it wy 
to be hoped would be brought forwatd g 
some period or other, in the fullness of time, 
By this bill, which had passed in the year 
1803, it was intended, as one of the mod 
of defence against the menaced invasion, 
to call outso much of the population of the 
country as were capable of bearing arms; 
who were to be divided into three classes, 
and, first, to be enrolled ; secondly, trained 
to arms, during every month of October; 
and, thirdly, rendered useful for any milie 
tary purpose. to which they might be re 
spectively judged fitting. With respect to 
the dangers of invasion, he was persuaded 
that, ifour navy continued those gallant 
and victorious exertions, the many emi 
nent instances of which had been re 
of late, there was not much chance of @ 
attack of that nature. Upon the former 
occasion, though the government had made 


ers by this bill. vested, yet as it was dis 
posed to prefer a voluntaty to a compul 
sory service on the part of the people, and 
as so great a number of men pressed volu» 
tarily forward, beyond all calculation of 
expectancy, the government, therefore, 
preferred the services of the volunteers to 
a forcible levy en masse; not, however, 
totally abandoning the alternative of the 
bill, should it be necessary to carry its ope 
ration into effect. He had in his hand, 
copy of the returns made from every qual 
ter of the country, in the first year, of the 
number of men in each district, 

classed ; and what he now wished to.tmove 
for was, the returns of the years 180#and 
1805. He hoped his nrajesty’s minister 
had those documents before them, as'they 
certainly would be important for theca 
sideration of the house in discussing 





some progress in availing itself of the pow > 
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plan of defence, whatever it was, now in 
contemplation, and for the explanation 
of whieh the public were extremely anxious, 
and particularly the volunteers, who were 
yery desirous tobe informed as to what was 
intended towards them. . For it was ex- 
tremely. important, if the services of the 
yolunteers were to be relinquished under 
the uew arrangement, that not a single fire- 
Jock or sabre should be taken from their 
hands until the country was assured of a 
more adequate establishment. He concluded 
by moving for the returns of men enrolled 
under the levy en masse act, in every dis- 
trict throughout Great Britain, in the last 

d preceding year. 
* ina Fox said, that so far was 
he from being averse to the production of 
the documents now moved for by the hon. 

nt. that he should support his motion. 
The sudject was so very new to his own 
éxperience, that he knew very little indeed 
of the present state of the matter. How- 
ever, as the bill had been passed now three 
years, and his majesty’s present ministers 
had been so short a time in office, if any 
remissness or delay was chargeable in pro- 
curing those returns for the last two years, 
their share of the blame certainly was not 
the largest. He was pretty confident that 
the subject of the right hon. gent.’s motion 
would form a very principal feature in the 
plan of defence now in the contemplation 
of his right hon, friend, not now in his place, 
(Mr. .Windbam), who was certainly as 
aoxious to bring his plan forward, and felt 
as miuch regret for the unavoidable delay 
that had occurred, as any other member 
As tothe objects of his 
right hon. friend’s plan, he should think it 
premature to say more af present ; but he 
could assure the house, that no delay bad 
eecurred that was at all avoidable, and he 
hoped that in.a very few days his right hon, 
ne would be able to bring. his plan for- 
ward, 

Mr. Sturges Bourne hoped the right hon. 
gent. would not bring forward his plan 
without timely notice. Indeed, asit had 
not come forward sooner, and so conside- 
table a number of..gentlemen must.be ab- 
sent during the assizes, who would wish to 
hepresent at the discussion of such a mea- 
ture, he thought jit would be desirable to 
Postpone it till after the recess. 

t. Fox expressed his hope, that hisright | 
hon. friend would be able, in his place: to- 
morrow, to give notice of the day.on which 
mmabaalet bs ready torbring his plan forwagd, | 
» Vou. ¥I, 
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and if not then, on Saturday, if the house 
should be disposed to sit on that day. But 
with respect to the suggestion of postponing 
the .proposition of the plaa until after the 
recess, he did not think that could be ne- 
cessary, as it would be desirable. to°make 
some progress with the least possible delay 
and to bring forward any bills on the sub; 
ject that might be thought necessary.—The 
motion was then put and carried. 

[Waterrorp Wrrr.] Mr Secretary 
Fox, pursuant to his notice on a former 
day, moved, that the deputy clerk of the 
crown be ordered forthwith to attend at the 
bar of the house. Upon his appearance, 
Mr. Fox moved, that he be asked whether 
any return had been made to him by the 
returning officers for the election at Water- 
ford, in consequence of the writ-last issued 
for the election of a representative for that 
city? ‘The question being answered in the 
negative, 

Mr. Fox moved, that the sheriffs of Wa- 
terford do attend at the bar of the house on 
Monday fortnight. < 

Mr. Lee, with great deference to the 
right hon. gent., begged leave to suggest, 
that although delay had occurred im the 
necessary return, still, on enquiry, it 
might turn out that no blame justly 
attached any where, and that the delay 
might be owing to some cause wholly 
different from either neglect or intention 
on the part of the sheriffs. He begged 
leave to observe therefore, that as a pre- 
vious enquiry had been directed to the 
clerk of the hanaper here, . it might also be 
expedient to direct a similar enquiry to 
the clerk of the crown and hanaper in 
Ireland, to.ascertain whether any return 
had been made to his office by. the sheriffs 
of Waterford, before those gentlemen were 
put under the necessity of performing @ 
journey of six hundred miles, upon a busi+ 
ness on which it might turn out they were 
not culpable. 

Mr. Fox most. readily acquiesced in the 
suggestion of the hon. gent. ; withdrew his 
motion, and substituted another, ‘“ that 
the clerk of the Crown and Hanaper in Ire- 
land,. be directed. to communicate forth- 
with, whether any return had. been made 
to him, in answer to the writ to him di 
rected for the: election of a member for 


| Waterford, and at what time. such return 


was made?” The right hon. gent. at the 
same.time, intimated, that if it should ap- 
pear, that any great orextraordinary delay 





had occurred.before the maxing of such ree 
Qo ; ag tea 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, - 
Friday, March 28. 

Minores.] The Ten Million and a 
‘Half and One Million and a Half Exche- 
quer Bills’ bills, the Spirits Excise Duties 
bill, and the Felons’ Transportation bill, 
were read a third time and passed, and a 
_Message sent to the commons, to acquaint 
them therewith.—Mr. Hawthorne brought 
up the Expiring Laws bill, the Cape of Good 
Hope Trade Regulation bill, which were 
severally read a first-time.—Lord Grenville 
presented a message from the king, pur-. 
porting that on account of the eminent ser- 
vices performed by vice-admiral sir John 
T. Duckworth, bart. his majesty is de- 
sirous of granting to him a pension of one 
thousand pounds per annum, for the term 
of his natural life, and trusts the house will 
concur in any measure necessary to carry 
such his majesty’s intention into execution. 
Onmthe motion of lord Grenville, his ma- 
jesty’s message was ordered to be. taken 
into consideration on Monday, to which 
day the house adjourned, 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, March 28, 
© [Mtnvres.] The Sherifls of London pre- 
sented a petition from the Lord Mayor, Al- 
dermeén, and Common Council, against the 
Coal Adnieasurement bill, as touching on 
their right of Metage.—Mr. Briggs, from 
the Commissioners of Naval Revision, pre- 
sented an Account of the intended appli- 
cation of 20,000/. granted this year, under 
the head of that commission,—A_ person 
from the ‘Tax Office, presented an Account 


of the Net Assessments of the Duty on Pro- | 


. perty, for the year ending the 5th of April 
1804; and several other Accounts on the 
same ‘subject, which were referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means.—Mr. 
Wansittart movéd that there be laid be- 
fore the House an Account of the quan- 
tity of British Plantation Sugar imported 
and exported for three years, ending the 
5th of January, 1806 an Account ef the 

. produce of the War Duties on Goods and 

. Merchandize, during the same period; an 

. Account of the Amount of Duties on To- 
bacco for six years ending January the 5th, 


1806; an Account of the quantity of Fo-' 


reign Iron imported for the last six years, 
and the quantity of British unmanufactured 
Jron exported in the same period ; an Ac- 
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Wine for the last three years; an Account 
of the quantity of Tea above 2s. 6d. a pound 
sold at the East-India Company’s'’ sale 
within the last six years, distinguishing each 
year. Also an Account of the net produce 
of the Duties on Auctions for the last three 
years. The several accounts were ordered, 
and the Inspector General of Exports and 
Imports presented them at the bar, when 
they were referred to the Committee of 
Waysand Means.—The Irish Treasury-bills 
bill and the British Fishery bill were read 
a second time, and ordered to be commit 
ted to-tnorrow.—Lord Henry Petty pre. 
sented at the bar a message from his ma. 
jesty, which was brought up, and read from 
the chair as follows :—** G. R. His majesty 
“« being,desirous of conferring a signal mark 
“ of his favour and approbation on vice-ad. 
‘¢ miral sir John Duckworth, in considera. 
* tion of the service rendered by him, and 
“ the skill and gallantry displayed by him 
*« jn an engagement with an enemy’s fleet 
* on the 5th of February last, wherein the 
“ whole of the enemy’s force was taken or 
‘** destroyed, recommends to his faithful 
‘“* commons to take measures for securing 
“to the said sir John Duckworth an an- 
“* nuity of 1000/. for the term of his natu- 
“ ral life.” On the motion of lord H, 
Petty, it was ordered that his majesty’s 
most gracious message be taken into con 
sideration on Monday.—Lord H. Petty 
gave notice that, immediately after the ho- 
lidays, he should submit propositions to the 
house for making a nationel . provision for 
the family of the late lord Nelson. 
[Bupcxt.] On the motion oflordH. Pet- 
ty, the house went into a Committee of Ways 
and Means, to which the several public ac 
counts presented this day were referred, - 
Lord Henry Petty rose, he said, to state 
to the house the Supplies which it would 
be proper to vote for the current year, and 


The dyty imposed on him he felt to be ex 
tremely arduous, and one which he was 
convinced he should be wholly unfit to 
execute, unless he had the indulgence of 
the house. In ‘submitting the statement 
he liad to lay before the house, he propo- 
sed to go into no length of observation ot 
speculation, not only from an unwillingness 
to detain the house, but because there 
could be very little comparative impor 
tance attached: to his conclusions, compa 
red with the facts which he should open ta 
the committee, But the'same motive that 
made him sparing of observations of his 





count of the net produce of the Duties on 


own, induced him to wish as far as the 





the ways and means to meet those supplies. 
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house, would extend its indulgence, to be 
as ample with respect to the facts as possi- 
ble: and, on this occasion, departing from 
the common course, he should, before he 
entered into the question of the supplies 
necessary for the current service of the 
ear, endeavour to satisfy the house as to 
the state of the country in pointfof finance, 

t and present, particularly the state of 
ce. in which the country. had been 
found this year ; requesting that gentlemen 
would carry their knowledge upon that 
subject in their minds throughout the 
whole of his statement, as they would find 
itnecessary to their perfectly understand- 


| ing what it would be proper to adopt for 


the service of the current. year. The prin- 
cipal, and he might say the only great fea- 
ture in the state of the finance of the coun- 

, was the amount of its burthen or an- 
nual debt, funded and unfunded ; and the 
next consideration was the means the 
country was in possession of to meet that 
debt, with a view to discharging the inte- 
rest, and also that which he trusted the 
house would never lose sight of, namely, 
its ultimate and final extinction. He should 
first state the amount of the debt on the 
Ist of February 1805, then the augmen- 
tation of that debt in 1806.—The a- 
mount of the funded debt on the Ist of 
Feb, 1805, was 493,127,000/. the annual 
charge upon which was 18,000,000/, The 
amount of debt redeemed up to that day was 
111,797 ,000/. the annual charge upon which 
was 6,834,000/. making together of debt, 
redeemed and unredeemed, 603,924,000/. 
and an annual charge of 24,904,000/. Inthe 
course of the year 1805, there was made an 
addition of 34,400,000/. creating an annual 
charge of 1,392,000/. besides 2,420,000/. 
for the discharge of the loyalty loan, at an 
annual charge of 53,000/. making a total 
for.that year of debt 36,827,000/. and of 
aunual charge 1,445,000/. Against this was 
to be put a diminution of 531,000/. of debt, 
and-16,000/. of aonual charge by the re- 
demption of the land-tax, and by the com- 
missioners for the reduction of the rational 
debt adiminution of debt of 12,148,0002. ; 
Making a total diminution of debt to the 
amount of 12,679,000/. and a diminution 
ofannual charge to the amount of 386,000. 
This presented, at the commeticement: of 
the."present year, an amount of funded 
debt of 517,280,000/.. “The amount of 
debt redeemed was 123,476,000/:—With 
Tespect to the Unfunded Debt, he would 
dllow the same course, comparing the 


~ 
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state of itin 1805 and 1806... On the 5th 
Jan. 1805, there were outstanding exche- 
quer bills to the amount of 25,253,500/. 
of which were provided for 12,388,400/.; 
leaving unprovided for 12,865,100/.; navy 
debt 5,100,000/. ; treasury bills 692,599/. ; 
barracks 1,567,000/. Ordnance expences 
and arrears of civil list, making a total of 
20,305,686/. On the 5th Jan. 1806, the out- 
standing exchequer bills were 27,180,400/. 
Of which, in anticipation of aids 12,180,400/. 
leaving unprovided for 15,000,000/. ; navy 
debt 9,570,000/, ; treasury bills 530,751/. ; 
with charges for barracks, army debt, ord- 
nance charges, and civil-list arrears, ma- 
king a total of 23,168,747/. Thus there 
was an addition to the unfunded debt of 
2,863,161/.—He came now to the Ways 
and Means to meet this amount of debt, 
which he had thought it necessary to state 
thus fully and fairly, in order that the public 
might be completely aware of its situation, 
and that it might be prepared to make the 
necessary exertions. The first of these was 
the Consolidated Fund, consisting of per- 
manent taxes to the amount of 33,035,5012, 
from which was to be deducted for arrears 
of assessed taxes, 110,000/. leaving a ba- 
lance of 32,935,501/. The charges on the 


‘consolidated fund were the charges of the 


public debt, amounting to 23,102,733/. ; 
for paying off the five per cents.4,757,518/. 
making with civil list arrears of 958,000/. 
pensions 284,866/. miscellaneous services 
2,170,000/. interest of the imperial loan 
497,473/, and other lesser items,.a total 
of 30,188,0002.; from which after deduct- 
ing 430,000/. for the purchase of the legal 
quays, there remained 29,758,000/. charge- 
able on the consolidated fund: so that on 
the consolidated fund there was an excess 
of charge of 3,177,500. beyond the pre- 
ceding year. ‘This state of the,consolida- 
ted fund he wished gentlemen to bear in 
mind, as it was to the consolidated fund 
that we were to look for the payment of 
the interest of the public debt.—But he 
wished them also to attend particularly to - 
the state of the Sinking Fund, as it was to 
that we-were to look for the extinction of 
thedebt. Inthe year ending Feb..1, 1803, 
the interest redeemed by means of this fund 
was 5,835,000/.; the unredeemed debt was 
at that period 480,572,000/. Thus the 
proportion of the sinking fund to the unre- 
deemed debt was as 1 to$%. In the year en- 
ding Feb. 1, 1806, there had been redeem- 
ed 7,506,5391. ;.the unredeemed debt was 
then 517,280;500/. making the proportion 
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of the redeemed to the unredeemed as 1 to! 
‘68. After this it was unnecessary for him 
to énter into any evlogium on the Sinking 
Fund, nor to detain the house with any 
panegyric on its former effects, or the hopes 
that might be entertained of its future! 
operations. The advantage of that fund was! 
very sensibly felt inthe prices of stock,and in’ 
contracting for loans, which it enabled the| 
public to obtain on better terms. Therefore 
independent of considerations of good faith | 
which would induce the house to hold and 
cling to a system once adopted, it was 
pledged to support it, having had positive 
and triéd experience of its utility.—His 
Jordship then went into an enumeration of 
the state of finance in Great Britain in 
1805, in order, as he observed, to make’ 
the house more particalarly acquainted with 
the precise situation of the country. To- 
tal of the navy expenditure, 14,377,5132. 
Total of the army, 17,183,696/. Ordnanée, 
4,490,8537. with several other charges, 
amounting in the whole to 43,690,418/.— 
Having stated the debt, the nieans, and the 
expenditure of the year, he hoped the 
house had all the necessary previous infor- 
imation with regard to the true state of the 
country. I shall now, said the noble lord, 
recapitulate the supplies of the present 
year, either alteady voted or to be pro- 
posed. 
SUPPLY. 
The first head then, i3 the 
Navy, exchisive of Sea Service 
Army - - - - +s * - = = 
Here, though I aim not able to state 
the amount of the suns that will 
be required on this head, owing 
to the arrangements not ‘being 
yet completed; I am happy to 
think, that there is every reason_ 
. to believe, that if approved by 
the house they will not exceed 
the sum I have stated, or the 
amount of the Estimates on the 
scale voted for a limited period ; 
or if they should, a saving may 
be expected on some other head. 
Ordnance—England, in- 
cluding Sea Service £. 3,971,000 
Ireland - - = - - $807,000 
Miscellaneous—England 1,500,000 
Ireland - 670,000 
On this head of expence, however, 
which must appear considerable, 
it is right to state, that there are 
included several important grants 
in contemplation—sueh as the 
provision for the family of lord 
‘Nelson, and for the remuneration 
of our Seamien; objects, which 
I am sure will be a sufficient jus- 
tification of the expence they 
inay occasion. 


- £..15,9843,000 
18,500,000 


4,718,000 
2,770,000 
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Arrears of Swhsidies « - + +‘. 
Vote of Credit—Rogland 1,400,000 
. Ireland 600,000 


1,000,00 
9,000,009 
Making the Joint Supply 43,669, 00) 
Add, however, separate charges of Bi 
England. 
To the East-India Com- 
pany - «= = - - 1,000,000 
This claim is of several yrs. 
standing.” A Commis- 
sion had been appointed 
to investigate the de- 
mand of the Company, 
in 1803; a million was 
voted, andalso last year, 
and in Autwiin, it was 
understood by the Com- 
pany, that another mil- 
lion would this year ‘be 
proposed to be voted. 
There is als a deficiency 
of Malt, 1804 .-. - 
Nitto, Ways and Means 
of 1805 - - - - 
Interest on Exchequer 
Bills = + + - - 
It may be :proper to say 
a few words in expla- 
nation of that article. 
It arises from the me- 
thod pursued of issuing 
Exchequer Bills -bear- 
ing a certain intérest. 
It has not hitherto been 
usual to provide the in- 
terest at the time the 
bills are voted, but it 
comes into the Supply 
of the following year. 
It.has been thought ad- 
Visable, however, ‘to ‘ 
bring that expence 
Within the year, and 
provide for. it aecord- 
ingly. , 
There is called for, also, a 
sum of 700,000. to pay 
off 5 per Cents. of 1 797, 
and in Oetober next, 
500,900/. more will be 
wanted - - - +. + 1;900,000 


340,008 
1,707,000 
1,000,000 


5,947,000 
a 
Total Supplies, 3,916,000 
Deduct for Ireland 2-17ths 

of 45,669,000. - - 5,137,328 


Also 2-Viths for Civil 
List and other Charges 160,000 5,207,908 


f a —_———— 
Remains, on account. of England - 43,618,470 
— 


WAYS AND MEANS. 
The noble lord said he would next pro 
to state the Ways and Means. In tlié 


place there were the Malt and Personal B+ 


tate Duties which he took at 2,750,000h; 

then the Grants of the Proceeds of the Ship 

captured prior to the war. Tis majesty$i 

tention on this subject had been comm 

nicatéd to the house. ‘Though the sill 

of 1,000,000/, thus obtained, belonged 
5 
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dusively to England, yet it was thought 

saver to allow two-seventeenths to Ireland. 
he lottery he should take at 380,000/. ; 
‘the surplus of the Consolidated Fund at 
3,900,000/.. The War Taxes had been 
taken last year at 14,500,000/. but for rea- 
gons he should explain, he should take 
then at 18,000,000/. ‘The Ways and 
Means would stand thus : : 5 
Malt and personal Estate Duties - £.2,750,000 
Grants from proceeds of Ships cap- 

tured prior to the War - 


Lottery 

us Consolidated Fund to 5th 
April, 1807 a wiiekta = «x 
War Taxes - - .19,500,000 
Deduct as likely to be out- 
standing 


1,000,000 
380,000 


- - os ~ - - «- - - 


5,500,000 


1,500,000—1 8,000,000 ' 
18,000,000 


‘ 43,630,000 
The Joan he had made this morning was for 
20,000,000/. of which 18,000,000/. was 
for England, and 2,000,0001. for Treland. 
The terms of it he believed had given ge-' 
neral satisfaction ; of thisloan no less a sum) 
than 5,800,000/. was to supply arrears and, 
deficiencies of last year, so that the loan’ 
for the current year was only 12,200,000/, 
Part of those arrears consisted of sub- 
sidies, with respect to which it would, 
be difficult to submit any estimate, from 
the circumstances under which the treaties 
were made, as.it was net ascertained what 
sums they would be entitled to receive. 
For the East-India Company - £.4,000,000 
Deficiency of the Malt Daty 340,000 
Deficiency of Ways and Means 1,707,000 
Interest of Exchequer Bills - 1,000,600 
Topay off arrears of 5 per Cents. for 
1796 «' 


1,200,000 


Making in the whole - 5;24°7,000 
aving Stated the Ways and Means, he 
should gosomewhat more into explanation. 
First, as.to the war taxes, he held decu- 
ments which would enable him ‘to state 
the rise dnd progress of the war taxes. “The 
} causes of that rise were such as justified 
the house in carrying them as far es the] 
patriotism: of the public would render them 
ene: In 1798, the right hon. gent., 
hohad preceded him:in office, hati thought 
Wnéeéssary to have recourse to the’prin- 
dple‘f ‘raising a considerable part of the 

plies within the year. It was needless. 
togo though the various modes on:which 
this ‘principle applied, or ‘to recall the ef- 
fotts madeunder the name of the Assessed 

txes, Income Tax, or, more recently, the 
toperty Tax. But, to enable the house 
Yo judge of the general expediency of con-: 
fimiing ‘those efforts, he should state what 
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phad’ been the effect of the system of the 
war taxes last war, compared with the pre- 
sent war. On the 5th of February, 1793, 
the unredeemed debt was 226,989,000/. 
On the 5th of February, 1803, 480,57 2;000/. 
which was an increase in the ten’ years of 
253,583,000/. making an average increase 
‘in each year of 25,358,3331. ‘This fact 
would enable the house to judge of the ad- 
ditional security and strength the country 
had derived from having had recourse te 
such asystem. Feeling the propriety of it, he 
should proceed to state the mode in which 
he meant to apply it; and first, as to the 
Property Tax. It was not for’bim to give 
his opinion as to the policy of such a tax'be- 
ing origiaally adopted, but he had a right 
to say, that compared with those which had 
preceded it, such as the assessed taxes, it 
was the most equal arid equitable tax; but 
there was this additional reason in its fa» 
vour, that it was an established tax, and, con- 
sidering all the experience the house had had 
of the difficulty of enforcing a system of di- 
rect taxation, and the complex machinery 
that must be set on foot to give it effect, 
he thought no apology would be required 
for making use of the 
PROPERTY TAX. 

This, said-his lordship, I propose to carry at 
once to 10 per cent. It may seem paradoxi- 
cal to say, that this mode of increase is pre- 
ferable toone more gradual, and less alarm- 
ing to the public. Such, however, is-my opi- 
nion. A gradual rise would have led to the 
supposition that this was a fund tobe drawh 
upon to an indefinite extent, but being 
raised at once to its natural ‘limit, there will 
be less suspicion of future eugmentation. 
Besides the addition to the rate, I am per- 
suaded that considerable addition may ‘be. 
made to the produce by judicious regule-- 
tion, That there have been fraud and eva- 
sion in the payment, cannot be doubted, 
and the mode of exémption has furnished 
the greatest facility to the attempt. But-not- 
withstanding the diminution of the produce 
through that cause, T should have been sor- 
ry to have deprived of exemption those 
who have a fair claim'to it! Bat, still ex- 
emption and relief will be extended to 
those who mbst: stand in néed of it, while 
the means of evasion will be taken away. 
The classes most worthy of being cofisider- 
ed, with aview to relief, "are small trades- 
men and small annuitants, inewhose favour 
some provision will be made. It is propo- 
sed then that 10:per centyshall be paid on 
all property ubove 5Ul..2 year, ut on pro- 
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duction of the will or deed, constituting 
the annuity and demonstrating the claim to 
exemption, the tax office will be authorised 
to make repayment, The farther regula- 
tion of that part of the plan will come af- 
terwards to be considered, but the object 
is to.reserve. the benefit to those classes ] 
have mentioned. The small tradesmen un- 
doubtedly are least the objects of taxation, 
because they have not the means of adding 
property to labour, which those possessing 
property can; and the principle will be to 
reach, as far as possible, all those who have 
property. There will be some regulation 
respecting hospitals and charitable institu- 
tions. As one mode of rendering the tax 
more productive, | am happy to state, that 
the governors and directors of the bank 
have agreed to receive the duty on the di- 
vidends at the bank. Regulations Will be 
adopted to facilitate the assessment, and 
to ease the labours of the commissioners. 
For this purpose it is proposed to empower 
the commissioners to make an assessment 


of houses and land for two years, which] 


will save them some trouble, and it is pro- 
bable that such a mode will be equally sa- 
tisfactory to all. The sum which this ad- 
dition will produce is estimated at 5 mil- 
lions, “ ~ 
CUSTOMS AND EXCISE. 
Another million is expected from the Cus- 
toms and Excise ; and this source will be 
the more agreeable, seeing that it is de- 
rived chiefly from the enjoyments of the 
higher classes. It is proposed, with cer- 
tain modifications and exceptions, to 
raise. the war duties of the Customs 
from one fourth to one third. ‘Tobac- 
co will be taxed under the Excise, Cer- 
tain woods coming under this branch 
are to be exempted. An addition will be 
made to the duty on sugar of 3 shillings 
additional per cwt, As this tax has conti- 
nued progressively to increase, and from 
its bulk and perishable nature cannot casily 
be smuggled, there is little doubt that with 
the addition it will be productive. The 
Customs then I take at 700,000/. Under 
the Excise an additional duty on tobacco, 
and in the. present circumstances, aud dis- 
tribution of our navy, smuggling being less 
practicable, it will contjnue productive. 
This will be 300,000/, ia, 
Total—Customs and Excise. - - £.1,000,000 
_ Prope:ty Tax - - - + = 5,000,000 


——— 


6,000,000 
THE LOAN. 
Next follows the Loan contracted for this 
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day, which, I am happy to say, js not op! 
3 


upon terms advantageous to the 
but from what I have héard, is also 
cial to the contractors. The terms are, 
For every 100/. advanced, 100 Three © | 

per cent. consols at 60 - - - £.60 14 
66 Three per cents. Reduced 59$ =~ 39. gag 


shi, 
99 ils 


4 


Amount of Discbunt on prompt pay- 
meet ce ee 3 el ee Meee 
‘ ‘ — 

; 103 44 

So that the Interest paid by the public 
is under 5 per cent. being £.4 19 17 

To cover the interest, one percent, sink 

ing fund, charges, &c. on this loan, a syq 

of 1,136,000/. is to be provided; which] 
propose to do in the following manner: 

I propose to reader the Wine Duty already ex 
isting, permanent and applicable to- 
wards the interest of the Loan, which 
will give “= = + = = = £,500)% 

A Duty on Pig Iron of 40s. per ton. 

This tax was formerly in contempla-: 
tion, and as the object is now greatly 
extended in use, and as 200,000 tons 
was the quantity then manufactured, 
I apprehend that the quantity may 
be estimated at 250,00U tons, which 
at 40s. willbe - - - - += = « 

Upon this head there will be counter. 
vailing Duties on Foreign Iron, anda 
fair drawback will be allowed. This 
tax will be under the Excise. 

The third object is, a Regulation of the 
Duties on Tea. Formerly it was in- 
tended, for the relief of the lower 
classes, that no tea sppposed to be 
used by them should fall under the 
tax. But the fact is, either that the - 
lower classes, preferring a better ar- 
ticle, do not buy, the inferior kind, or 
the venders mix it, so defrauding both 
government and their customers, the 
inferior tea is not sold. The Equali- 
zation of the Duties on Tea is expect- 
ed to produce - - - + - + = 

Next I propose, that, as there is a con- 
siderable Tax on Auctions, there 
should be a ‘Tax on Appraisements ; 
both these modes being adopted to 
give the highest value that can be 
procured to objects sold. Lestimate — 
thistax at - - - - = = = « 66,0 
One-half the Duty on Auctions. _—_ 

= 1,136,00 


Total - 
CIVIL LIST. 
Before I sit down, I am_ desirous. 
make a few observations respecting the 
expences of the Civél List, amounting 
on the 5th of January, 1806, to 158,000) 
It will not be necessary for me 209 
to detail to the house the circumstances 
which have. occasioned this debt; the 
will bé satisfactorily and fully.explained 
whenever the subject comes ee 
consideration. As far as I have been a0 
to judge of the items of increased expen 
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“many of them appear to be unavoidable. 


My advice is, that they should be dischar- 
ged vut of the proceeds of the ships’ cap- 
tired previous to the war, of which fund 
there is yet a considerable surplus, even. af- 
ter the deduction of the million which has 
been included in the Ways and Means.— 
RECAPITULATION. 

In order to bring the whole of the sub- 
‘ect under one view, I will trespass so far 
upon the indulgence of the house, asto re- 
capitulate the several details both of the 
Supplies and the Ways and Means ; and 
first I will state the supplies, consisting of 
the following items :— 

SUPPLIES. 

Navy, exclusive of the Ordnance Sea 

Service - - - o£. 15,281,000 


it Rngian’ = 7 ¢ 18,500,000 
England, includs : 

Ordn. Sea-Ser- 

vice 3,911,000 

Ireland 807,000 


ORDNANCE 


iain, 4,718,000 
Misceztaweous <land — 1,500,000 
: Ireland 670,000 
—-_—- 2,170,000 

1,000,000 


Arrears of Subsidies - + , 


41,669,000. 


Eng- 
1,400,000 


Vote of Credit < land 
Treland 600,000 


2,000,000 


‘Joint Charge, England and Ireland 43,669,000 
Add England’s separate Charges: 
East-India Company - - 1,000,000 
Deficiency Malt Duty, 
1804 . - - - 340,000 
Ditto Ways and Means, 
1805 - - - 1,707,000 
Interest on Exchequer bills 1 000,000 
To pay off 5/. per 
Cent. 1797, at 
5th April, 1806 700,000 
Ditto 10th Oct. 500,000 
a 1,200,000 
oe 5,247,000 
Total Supplies - 48,916,000 
Deduet, on account of Irelandas below, 5,297,528 
On account of England - 43,618,472 
Deduct, on account of Ire- . 
_ Jand,2-17ths of the above 
Sum of 43,669,000/. - 5,137,528 
Deduct also 2-17%ths, for 
Civil. List) and other 
_ Gharges + - ~~ 160,000 


5,297,528 
aed WAYS AND MEANS. 
Malt and Personal Estate Duties - 
Grants from Proceeds of Ships cap- 
tured prior to the War - - 
were 


2,150,000 


1,000,000 
380/000 
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Surplus of Consolidated Fand to 5th 
April; 1007. +63 eis ay 

War Taxes - - - 19,500,000 

Deduct, as likely to be 
outstanding at 5th April, 

1807 2 tee gD 


3,500,000 


,000 
18;600,008 
18,000,000 


£. 43,630,000 


Loan al aad - 7 - 


After this recapitulation, said the noble 
lord, I have to express my sincere wish 
that I could follow up this statement by 
adding, that the burthens which I have now 
felt it my duty to propose are light; but, 
as I do not think so, I will not so represent 
them. At the same time, I should’think 
ill’ of myself by thinking meanly of my 
country, if I could entertain a doubt that 
they will be supported with that constancy 
and fortitude which are the most distin- 
guished features in the character of any 
country, but which I may venture to say 
are prominent in this, J feel myself jus- 
tified in stating, that if the people of this 
country would have borne these burthens 
with cheerfulness formerly, they have now 
additional motives to do so—now that wé- 
are placed in a crisis of our affairs—now 
that by the failure of our hopes from the 
co-operation of allies on the Continent, 
we are left to our own resources arid to 
our own exertions. In such a moment, 
the people of this country will call forth all 
their energy, and shew themselves equal 
to any difficulties with which ‘they may 
have to contend. As they feel too that 
they will be called upon to bear those burs 
thens only so long as the war is necessary, 
so they must know that if it is necessary 
the contest involves in it every thing they 
hold dear as individuals and asa nation, 
They will bear these burthens the more 
cheerfully too, feeling a confidence that 
what they contribute will be strictly ap- 
plied and economically administered to 
the purposes for which it is ‘given, They 
know that if any set of men ever were 
pledged to economical government, it is 
the present ministers, and if they swerve 
from that pledge, they must retire from 
office, carrying with them their:own con- 
demnation and disgrace. The public, how- 
ever, feel this confidence, both from the 
character of the present ministers: and 
from the benefits lately derived from en- 
quiry, particularly from the labours of the 
naval commissioners. _ These things infuse 
confidence’ into the people, and they will 
support ministers in the economy they wish 
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to practise. In the. office-Lhave the honour 
to fill, I have already experienced those’ 
advantages, “and from the commission’ of} 
military enquiry, emulating the conduct. 
of the othercommission, I trust that far- 
ther benefits will- be obtained. Confident} 
‘DP am that ‘ministers wilh be ‘desirous’ to 
follow up the plans and improvements’ 
which these enquiries may suggest. In the 
mean time lam happy to say that steps 
are taking to-recover: the sums lost to the 
publie by malversations in the West Indies, 
@nd measpres are adopted to put a stop to 
those sceties of fraud, perjury, and pecu-| 
lation,, which have too long prevailed. 
Ministersvare doing, and. will do their duty 
with that: firmness, by which alone the evils 
meant to be corrected: can be met and sub- 
dued; and seeing this, the people will be still 
farther disposed:to- bear their burthens with 
cheerfulness, and to exert that fortitude and 
courage they have so oiten-displayed. It 
theré be any’ thing in the statements I: have’ 
made, in which I feel pride, it is that there 
is aGeoncealmentinthem. The notoriety 
and publicity of our public accounts and 
Gvancial. transactions is one great cause 
of the-public credit. That publicity: it 
shall.be my erideavour, as far as my hum- 
ble efforts can go, to promote. | It is re- 
corded of an-old. Romana moralist, that he’ 
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wished-to-build his house insuch a:manner 
that it. should: be open to the’ view of all, 
aad-that: his ecoriduct might: be liable to the | 
inspection andcensure of his fellow-citizens. | 


The principle of this wish I am desirous to 
see acted upon imour system: of finance ; 
and: to extend the familiar acquaintance of 
the public with) subjects of that:sort, .ehall 
be one of the poitits shall keep most: 
steadily-in-view, convinced that this publi- 
eity is ‘the circumstance most calculated to’ 
remedy, that. constitutional evil which. has. 
been thought most incident to tbe increase. 
of our public burthens, 1 willino longer 
trespass. upon the indulgence of the com- 
mitéee, but:shall conclude with moving the 
first resolution. ‘ 

Mr, Francis, after some compliments to’ 

the noblelord (Henry Petty), and acknow- 
: ts of the: industry end ability 
he had shewn, and the penspicuity with 
whieh he had stated'a detail of topics.so, 
intricate and so extensive, for all, which! 
he gave him the highest credit, proceeded’ 
28 follows:——Mr. Spesker; there are two, 
material:pascages, in the excellent speech 
of my noble frend; on which | cannot: re- 


on the first. with great satisfaction S00 ty 
Second, Iam sorry to say, with equal 
.gret-. I bear with pleasure, and I cou 
tulate the house on the event, that gy 
noble friend has found means to indy 
the governors and directors of the B 
‘England to receive the duty on the qj 
dends at the Bank. Whether that is q 
be done by deducting the amount in th 
first instance, or by what other procegg | 
think he did not state.’ In whatever manne: 
the measure may be executed, I am gy 
he has a full right to_take. personal. 
for it, and to state that it will render 
tax more productive, as I have no dog) 
it will do to a considerable nao 
regulation, of the same kind, was atte 
ed a few years ago without suecess, aig] 
was present when the chancellor of th 
exchequer informed the house that th 
directors of the bank, after long considep 
ation, and some trial too, if I am notimp 
taken, had declared. that the plan could 
not be executed; that it would derange 
their accounts and disorder their 

and that, in short, the thing, though da 
rable, was impracticable. The merit of 
overcoming these difliculties is dug to the 
noble lord, and the value of the improve 
ment enhanced by its being, to me at least 
quite unexpected.—The other subject, » 
which I must advert, does not furnish inp 
ter for similar satisfaction. I mean th 
sudden ahd excessive increase of the ly 
come Tax, by raising it at orice to 10 
cent. I am afraid he will find greatdily 
culties in his endeavours to. reconeile'tt 
country to the amount of this enormous 
addition to their present burthens. [ 

it will occasion much more general yee 
siness, if jot universal distress and discal 
tent, than he is at present aware of, 1 
it will be matter of surprize to me wider 
if the argument he resorts to, in defen 
of this’ rapid eourse of taxation, should 
‘satisfy the judgement of any man inf 
kingdoni, even among those, who maple 
best disposed to submit to the amotih 
‘My noble friend justly observes, that “it 
** may seem paradoxical to say, thét@® 
“ mode of jncrease is preferable to @ 
“ more gradual and, Jess alarming tt 
* public.” . Now Edo not. deny thaba 
extraordinary proposition may ‘be my 
though it contradicts a received opi A 4 
But then the evidence or;the a 4 
must ‘be too powerful for ‘the opitl 
stead of whitch, it seems to nie 
-proof in this case is fall’ as great 4 pat 





frain trom making afew-very shortremarks ; 
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proposition. The grievance or the 
n, a5 it is now felt, is a tax of five or 
per cent., and the best way to cure the 
disorder or to silence the couplaitit, is to 
buble the demand. He admits that a gra- 
dial indrease would be less alarming to 
the pablic, and for that reason he rejects 
it; # if the human mind were so consti- 
fiited that, the more it is surprised, the less 
qtis afflicted: ‘This doctrine is new; but, 
Pronfess, that the novelty does not, to 
my ‘apprehension, at all lessen the grie- 
vance.’ My noble friend affirms, that “ a 
#oradual rise would have led to the sup- 
4 position that this was a fund to be drawn 
Wypori to an indefinite extent; but, being 
# raised at oncé to its natural limit, there 
“Mwill be less suspicion of future augment- 
ation.” How so? Why is ten per cent. 
more natural limit than eleven; or how 
does one violent act furnish an internal se- 
tirity against others of the same quality? 
Awe know is that the thing done is a 
precedent, and that, in cases of this na- 
ture, the precedent most likely to be ful- 
Jowed is that, which is most productive. 
Whether the increase of this tax proceeds 
gradutim or per saltum, whether it arrives at 
its Hatural limit by slow steps or hasty 
strides, I'see no certainty that 10 per cent. 
Will be the final extent of the demand; 
ofthat, in a few years, when the rapid 
ptiiciple cannot easily or safely be re- 
. sotted to again, we shall not be invited to 
revert to the quiet and gentle operation of 
a gradual increase. . As to any security, 
provided by either of the two principles, 
‘against future augmentation, I confess 1 
seenone, 1 throw out these thoughts, sit, 
“véty hastily, in hopes that they will be duly 
considered by the nuble lord, and by other 
gentlemen more conversant in the subject 
thai Tam. " 
Lord Henry Petty thanked the hon. gent. 
for the partiality he had been pleaséd to ex- 
press, aud he felt it his duty, in answer to 
_ What had fallen from the hon. gent. respect- 
ingthe cotiduct of the bank ditectors, to 
“tay, that the directors certainly acknow- 
‘ele ah application madé to them by 
aon hon. getit. whom he had the ho- 
holt to suctéed, to ihduce them to receive’ 
‘thé’ duties* upon the dividends in their 
“halids; which ‘they declined, because in 
“The fituation wherein they stood they had 
objections very natural for them to enter- 
tam; but, in answer to the application 
ately made to them, they candidly stated, 
that they saw $0 much evasion and un- 
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fairness practised, that they were induced 
to relinquish their’ scruples, and'to agree 
to receive’ the duties payable on the ‘divi- 
dends in their hands. With respect to the 
other point, nathely, the increase of the 
Property Tax to 10 percent. though*He 
regretted the disapprobation of the’ hén. 
tiember, yet upon the best consideration 
he had been able to give the principle; he 
must still think it an eligible one; and hat 
only to répeat his fortiter opinid#, that fe 
thought the public would bé iach bettér 
pleased with an increase of thé tax, to that 
natural poift beyond ‘which it ‘was ‘ie 
likely to be extended, than by a gradddl 
increase year after year, of which they 
could reckon upon no defidite limitation. 
Mr. Rose acknowledged the very Clear 
and satisfactory statement brouybt forward 
by the noble lord, and said it was ‘not his 
intention to oppose his taxes; there was 
but one of them to which he had any spé- 
cial ground of objection: and had''the 
noble lord contented himself*with the ei- 
logies he chose to bestow upon himself and 
his friends, he should not have risen to say 
a single word; but im answer to what had 
fallen from the noble lord towafds ‘the 
latter end of his speéch, in-the censure he 
had endeavoured to cast upon bis tmajes- 
ty’s late ministers, for a’system of freud, 
perjury, and peculation, which he alledyed 
to have existed in the West Indies, th- 
checked and unpunished by those mifis- 
ters, as if suffered’ to- continue with tlieir 
privity and acquiescéuce, he mist bég to. 
be indulged ina short reply. | It'd ‘hap- 
pened to himself, when a membét of the 
late admifiisttation; to have ‘belt ‘the’ Yfitst 
to detect those frauds arid petulatioiis, Yad 
he Jost not ohe motnent ‘in’ the $peédidst 
endeavours to bring the perpétratery to 
condign punishiietit’s as could’ be‘ proved 
by the evidence onthe table’ of thit house. 
He had brought in’ ‘a bill for the appoirit- 
ment of spécial commissioners, whv'Were 
dispatched to the West - Indies, "ta ’ ike 
strict enquiry into those frauds and Abuses, 
in order to thé punishment of the offendets, 
and to the attainment of restitation for the 
public. ‘Those commissioners had trans- 
mitted home their reports, from time to 
time, to his majesty’s government, who im- 
mediately committed thém to the law ad- 
visers of the crown, in order to the spée- 
diest possible institution of such legal pro- 
ceedings as they’should deem most ’expe- 
dient for the objects in view. Why they 
as hot brought to justice, it was not for 
Pp ; 
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him to account, as certainly no step was 
omitted, on the patt of the late admi- 
nistration ; his hon. and learned friends 
near him could best answer on that point. 
The noble lord had also bestowed much 
panegyric on himself and his colleagues, 
upon the ground of the publicity they were 
determined to give with respect to the 
state of the finances and expenditure of 
the country, as if the noble lord meaut to 
insinuate that the conduct of his majesty’s 
late ministers had been exactly the reverse, 
or that the noble lord and his colleagues 
introduced under this profession, any thing 
new into the management of the public ac- 
counts. Now, was it not his late right 
hon. friend, now lost, and so justly and 
universally lamented by the country, that 
first instituted enquiry iuto the public ac- 
counts, aiid probed them to the bottom? 
Was it not under his auspices that those 
sources of. publicity were established; for 
which the noble lord now took credit 
to himself and his colleagues? With -re- 
spect, however, to the frauds which had 
existed in the West Indies, he was extreme- 
ly glad to hear from the noble lord, that 
the exertions of his:majesty’s late minis- 
ters had been followed vp to bring the 
_perpetrators to justice, and he seriously 
wished the endeavour might be successful. 
“As he was up, there were. some of the pro- 
posed taxes which called for some obser- 
vation; the merits of those taxes he did 
not now mean to discuss. The tax on 
iron, for instance, would affect an impor- 
_ tant branch of raw materials in the manu- 
factures of the country. Was the noble 
lord aware, that our exports in the manu- 
" factures of iron had, of late years, fallen off 
nearly one half, while that of steel. and the 
finer species had dwindled almost to no- 
thing? The right hon, gent. made similar 
objections to the Silk duty. Unless a 
' drawback: were allowed, a considerable 
_damp must be cast on the export of two 
. Most important manufactures. 
Lord Henry Petty observed, that if the 
‘only part of his speech to which the right 
_ hon. gent. objected was that in which he 
had spoken. of the, frauds and peculations 
in the West Indies, and.the publicity inten- 
ded to be observed in the public accounts, 
_ conceiving him on those points to, have cast 
_. a censure upon bis majesty’s late,ministers, 
he begged leave to disclaim any such de- 
sign... He had never once named his ma- 
jesty’sJate ministers in the course, of his 
speech, nor should he be disposed to. speak 
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of aright hon. gent., now no more, other. 
wise than with. respect. When he spoke of 
the shameful system of fiaud, peculatig 
and perjury, which had existed in the Wes 
Indies, he spoke of ‘it ouly as shameful p 
the perpetrators. .He did not state that hig 
majesty’s late ministers had taken no paig 
to detect or to punish those frauds, buthe 
stated, they were still in contiuuance, ang 
still uncorrected, With respect, to the cop 
duct of a late right hpn. gent., nothing thg 
he had said this night, or on any other 
casion, could be fairly construed to detract 
from his merits; on the contrary, he gave 
him every credit for the measures instity 
ted by him, to detect and prevent fraud, 
and for the establishment of the sinki 
fund. _The noble lord added, that the op 
ly eulogium he had uttered, was the profep 
sing -his determination to adhere to a strict 
discharge of his duty, and his conviction, 
that the public held confidence in the ip 
tentions of his majesty’s present minister, 
which they were determined to justify by 
their conduct, . 

Mr. Rose referred the noble lord ‘to the 
act of parliament, to see what had bee 
done to check the abuses complained of, 

Lord Henry Petty replied, that the ob 
ject of the act had not been attained, 

Mr. Perceval observed, that although the 
noble lord had made no direct charg 
against his majesty’s late ministers, ther 
was in the tenour of his speech a pretly 
broad insinuation against their conduc; 
that the public were more ready to beat 
av increase of burthens on the present o 
casion than before ; and that the fraudulent 
transactions in the West Indies had cont 
nued by something like negligence or com 
nivance ; and the noble lord said thisin 
such a way, as he must feel called for som 
answer. With respect to the West-Indé 
subject, he was ready to vouch for the stale 
ment made by his right hon. friend, Ik 
was extremely glad to hear from the noble 
‘lord, that proceedings had been instituted 
to bring thos@ delinquents to justice; 
he apprehended, from the. nature of 
reports he had seen, it would be extrem 
ly difficult so to do. With respect to tt 
other parts of the noble lord’s state 
he agreed with the hon. member who: 
{second in the debate, that it was clear ant 
satisfactory to the house; but there wa 
seme parts of it, on which he did not me 
to urge any discussion now, but sidl 
barely meution, by way of putting ! a 
claim to inyestigate them on a future# 
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Hevalluded principally to the manner of 
eseding adopted by the noble lord, in 
moving the whole Ways and Means, before 
the estimates were before the house, or 
the supplies for those: estimates yet voted ; 
articularly the items of the Army esti- 
mates. The noble lord might have made 
piniself, by this time, sufficiently acquaint- 
edwith the subject, by communicating with 
a right hon. friend near him (Mr. Wind- 
ham), to have satisfied the house. ‘The es- 
timates, when they should come forward, 
he hoped would be satisfactory; but the 
‘circumstance wis such a one as not to pass 
without parliamentary notice, On the ar- 
‘rangement proposed in the income-tax, he 
feared many difficulties would arise, ex- 
tremely embarrassing aud unsatisfactory ; 
pat he was glad to find, that, in one re- 
spect, it was brought now again to that state 
in which it was first established when he 


“had the honour of being a member of his 


majesty’s administration, Upon the ap- 
ipraisement tax, he felt that greatandunex- 
difficulties would arise, judging from 
the experience he had had of the trauds 
and evasions practised under the auction 
tax, which were of the grossest nature, and 
to an enormous amount. Nothing was 
more common than for the proprietor of an 
estate to put it up to auction, in order to 
find out the highest bidder, which done, 
he bought in the estate himself, pro formd, 
and afterwards sold it by private contract 
to the bidder before mentioned, and thus 
eluded the whole of the duty. 
Lord H. Petty repeated the statements 
he before made of estimates of the supply 
end Ways and Means, to shew that the lat- 
ter did not exceed the former in the pro- 
portion mentioned by the learned gent. 
Thetax upon appraisements, he said, would 
be raised by a stamp duty ; and, he admit- 
that the state of the auction duty was wor- 
thy of great consideration, The circum- 
‘stance of first setting up things to sale, 
‘then buying them in, and afterwards dis- 
“posing of them by private contract, he was 


‘Wensible of being a great source of frauds 


upon the revenue. 

“Mr. Perceval suggested, as one remedy 
‘for this, to deprive the principal of all 
‘Tight'to become-himself a bidder. He then 
‘onee more reverted to the impropriety of 
‘voting Ways and Means beyond the supply, 
‘which, he said, was repugnant to the con- 
“stitutional principle of not laying unneces- 
‘tary burthens upon the people. He also 
Wigpested, that, as the exchequer bills 
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/were, at present, very little productive to 
the revenue, the tax upon them should be 
deducted, at the bank, in the same manner 
as the tax on stocks; which, he thought, 
was the only way of making every indivi- 
dual pay his just proportion. 

Lord H. Petty, in reply to the constitu- 
tional ubjection of the learned gent., said 
he understood the true restraint to be, that 
the Ways and Means should not be applied 
by government before the supplies were 
voted, 

Mr. Rose contended that they should not 
even be proposed to the house, till the sup- 
plies were known. 

Mr. Secretary For admitted that the 
Ways and Means ought not to exceed the 
supply, but contended that the object was 
to prevent government from raising money 
by Ways and Means till the house had an 
opportunity of recognizing the necessity of 
the supply. The war taxes, as had been 
stated by the noble lord, were regulariy 
voted for the service of the year. The sur- 
plus, if any, might be properly applied to 
differeut services ; for instance, to the sink- 
ing fund. But bis noble friend would take 
care that the Ways and Means should not 
exceed the supplies to be voted. He ad- 
mitted, however, that there was consider- 
able inconvenience in bringing forward 
the Ways and Means before the esti- 
mates-for the army were regularly before 
the house, and it was one which ought as 
much as possible to be avoided. But the 
same sort of inconvenience was felt last 
year in the vote with regard to the subsi- 
dies, the amount of which depended upon 
treaties with foreign powers, which at that 
time were not in great forwardness, But 
though he admitted the inconvenience, he 
denied that there was any thing in this pro- 
ceeding which counteracted any fixed prin- 
ciple. ‘The inconvenience of delaying the 
bringing forward of the budget till the ar- 
my estimates could be regularly produced, 
would, however, have been greater than the 
one under which they at present laboured, 
and government had only the choice bee 
tween the two. Now, with regard to the 
words of his noble friend respecting the 
frauds and abuses in the West Indies, he 
must say that he was taken up in a very 
hasty manner. He had heard him perfect- 
ly, but had no idea that he had. brought 
any charge against the late administration, 
He: had, on the contrary, praised highly 
the scheme of the sinking fund, in ‘which 
he cordially joined him. He had heard no 
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charge against the late administration ; 
but, he cousidered it soraewhat hard and 
unfair that bis noble friend should be pre- 
vented from saying that it was the intention 
of governinent to. adopt mefns for putting 
an end to frauds and perjuries, merely. 
lest.he should be understeod to bring a 
charge agaiust the late ministry. The re- 
mark was certainly not improper-in itself; 
but how. long was it since those abuses bad 
been detected? ten years was it? (no! no! 
from the other side). How long then? Only 
five. years ; very well. On the first view of 
the thing, it might: naturally enough be 
thought that there was un necessity for such 
along delay in bringiug-the offenders to jus- 
tice, or doing something-in the affair. But, 
however, be did not mean to say that the 
Jate government had not made exertions to 
put.an-end to the frauds and abuses. to 
which he had adverted. Now as to the tax 
Gn Appraisements, if the' frauds, in the tax 
onauctions could by thismeans be prevent- 
_ed, . it, would-be a great object gained. It 
would be proper, that this should he consi- 
dered, and any assistance that might be gi- 
yen by, the hon. and learned gent. on the 
other side would be. thankfully accepted. 
There were. also . difficulties..as to the 
claims to.the,.exemptions, aad this poit 
pmight, no doubt, require: consideration. 
With respeat tq; the tax on uProperty,; he 
coneurred with his noble friend, that it was 

_ better .to raisedt at-once to;the amount at 
which it was likely to hold during the war, 
than\so advance it gradually; It:might-be 
_gaid, and it shad. been ‘said by his hon. 
friendarear him Mr..Francis),that there was 
;NO security against its beng still gradually 
raised... But then, he certainly thought 
thatthe present mode was preferable to ad- 
_ wancivg it 1. per cent. invené year, and 1} 
_ per. cent. in,another year, and:so-on, which 
would .at last lead to »a constant. gradual 
advance, swvhich might in the end annihilate 
all.property.. This-he had stated on a for- 
omer, gecasion to be his great objection to 
__ suchyagradual advance, Geutlemen now, 
-dowever, might be.at.rest upon this head, 
»&t had;heen- said, that his noble:friend had 
opraised-himself; those wlio knew himywould 
had be,said,? . He;stated:that:every means 
would, be adopted to check abuses, not:in 
contradistiactionto any thing that had been 
done. by, apother:ministry, butomerely.as a 
fact, and.the..grovnds on. which. he:stated 
'this,regqlution) to irest were, tthe Reports of 
the commissioners of naval ‘enquiry, and 
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{i 
the labours of the Militar Commhissioy i 
which had certainly been sppeiaal by the 
late administration. These were the te 
sons which he had given for his ex i 
of public confidence and support. He ba 
given a noble pledge, and he-had no-douly 
he would adhere to it, which rested, 
the truest principle that could possibly, be 
stated, and that was, that no exertionwogy 
be spared in attending to, and. invesfj 
ting. abuses and their causes, with a view 
to fipd out the means of correcting 
and inspiring the public with a well fou, 
ed confidence that their money would 
properly expended; which was. the 
thing that cauld induce them to bear qwith 
cheerfulness the burthens which it: wasam 
cessary ta impose upon them. sag 
- Sir Vicary Gibbs adverted to the pip 


and confirmed the statement of his hoy 
and learned friend (Mr. Perceval), thé 
the want of legal evidence was. theogl 
cause why the offenders had not bem 
brought to trial. 
Sir William Young said that.he ha 
mever objected toa colonial tax, nor would 
he do it now. He only rose to set th 
voble lord right as to a fact. He-had said 
that the prices of sugar at present borehin 
Out in the conclusion that ‘this article mgs 
a proper subject of taxation. He cpull 
say, from his persona] knowledge, that the 
owners did vot, since the year 17.98, gt 
more than two ‘thirds of the price which 
they had farmerly receivéd. As they hal 
not the home market, he hoped that apm 
per drawback would be allowed, that th 
might at least ‘have the advantage of the 
foreign market. “4 
Mr. Huskisson contended that everyah 
tentian had ‘been paid to the abusesall 
frauds in the West Indies, from .the tim 
when they ‘had been detected. Hewy 
sorry that the delinquents had not bem 
brought to condign punishment; but fis 
was owing tothe peculiar circumstances 
the case, and not to any want.of alt 
on the:part of the late government, Me 
abuses, however, had been pointed: 
and, fromthe efforts that had been-mat 
there were.at first a great many which 
itainly did not now exist. He congralr 
Jated the country upon the: pledge wie 
‘the present government had given 54 peg] 
which, in‘his opinion, did them greahy 






of finance which had been adopted byh 
honoured ‘friend .who was now, novi 





ceedings relative to the West-India abuses. 
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hission ‘¢ system was to raise the Ways and. 
1 by the Soe much as possible, in such a way 
the rea to equal the supplies, and keep down 
scsi " much. as possible the loans, which were 
He bad 30 to be contracted. He was happy 
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: ich they had heard out of.doors, and 
ion noted circumstances, the friends: of 
0 onl ' system had felt a considerable degree 
Westie Bo uneasiness. He then adverted to the 




















deficiencies of the last year, and.contended 



































ou t they arose on account of services for 
11 foun, | phigh no.grants had been made by par- 
old be jiament... This be did in order to shew 
the only that, his. deceased friend had not prepared 
ear with @ hisaccounts with that negligence and want 
. wasam B of foresight which might, perhaps, have 

 & beenattributed to him, by those who might 
the ptm have.had no opportunity of knowing any 
avabuses, thing af the matter, except from the slate- 
his-hon @ mentof the noble lord. He concluded by 
vals that expressing his approbation of the manner 
thevooly B inwhich the budget ‘had upon the whole 

t en proposed. . 
rs shed wm «ag admitted that it would, 
he hat HE sno.doubt, be extremely improper to bring 
or would , the Ways and Means, unless those 
» setthe who brought it forward had some idea of 
» had sai whet the expence of the military depart- 
borphin & ment.was.likely to be. He by means 
rticke was | with the hon. gent. who had just 
He couli @ sat down, that the surplus of the consoli- 
», thatthe @ dated fund was under-rated, and denied 
1798, gt § the criteria upon which the hon, gent.’s 


estimate was founded; but yet he would, 
of course, be happy if the result should 
appear.to justify the hon. gent.’s calcula- 
tions, The right hon. gent. took occasion, 
inalluding to the war taxes, to state that 
the.country was indebted to his noble 
friend. (lord Sidmouth) for the origination 
pfthat system, from which such salutary 
eforts were found to spring, and the prin- 
ciple of, which now met the universal con- 
currence of parliament and the country. 
Mr. S. Bourne alledged, that so far from 
overlooking the frauds committed in. the 
West Indies, the late board of treasury 
issued several orders for the. prosecution 
all persons .concerned in such frauds, 
and absolutely referred the case to the 
fompttoliers of the navy, with directions 
tosuggest proper measures to guard against 
it-recurrence....He had also, to state, 
that immediately alter the. report of the 
pommission.on the subject of these frauds, 
§ the report was referred, with a similar 
§ Yew of prevention for the future, to the 


no ioipmissioners for auditing public accounts. 
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So that nothing was left undone by the late 
board of treasury, to punish the gents, 
and to prevent. the recurrence of the evi 
complained of. 

Lord Temple thought it his duty to state, 
that he knew of his own knowledge, that 
steps. were taken by the late ministry to- 
prevent the recurrence of the frauds com~ 
mitted in the West Indies. These frauds 
consisted of extravagant premiums on ex~ 
change, and false vouchers; and such abuses 
did, lie knew, still continue to exist. 

Mr. Huskisson could not well conceive 
how the noble lord should undertake to 
speak so confidently as to the proceedings 
of the board of treasury. But if those 
who had the opportunity would look more 
attentively into the records of that board, it 
would be seen that no means were neglect~ 
ed, that promised to puta stop to the frauds 
alluded to. The fact was, that in conse- 
quence of an order from the late board of 
treasury, a person was now under prose~ 
cution inthe court of exchequer, for per-. 
mitting the continuance of the abuse which 
gave room for these frauds, although the 
character of this individual for integri 
was by no means implicated. ~ But, inde« 
pendently of the orders for prosecution, 
arrangements were made in the West In- 
dies with respect to the drawing of bills 
upon England, which were. particularly 
calculated to guard against every fraud 
upon the subject of exchange. _ *.." 

Mr. Rose said, that-had the noble lord’ 
taken the trouble to examine. the records 
contained in his office,, he would shave 
found that steps had been taken for core 
recting the evil in question. nt 

Mr. Perceval said, that whatever steps 
might have been formerly taken for. the 
removal of the evil, yet new culprits might 
arise, whose cases might require the appli- 
cation of additional remedies. 

Mr. For complained, that after the 
abuses had been known to exist for five 
years, no general plan had been devised 
for preventing their recurrence, and that 
matters had remained in precisely the 
same state, as when they were first dis- 
covered. 

Mr. Long begged*to know, how the 
sum of 90,000/, payable as interest on the 
san foe the bank, was to be provided 
or? ate 

Lord H, Petty answered, -by exchequer 
bills.—The several resolutions were then 
agreed to, and the report was ordered to 
be received to-morrow, 
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NOUSE OF COMMONS. 
_ Saturday, March 29. 

[Mrscres.] A message from the lords 
intormed the house, that their lordships 
~ fad agreed to the 104 Millions Exchequer 
Bills’ bill, the 14 Million ExchequerBills’bill, 
the Rum and Spirits Bonding bill, and the 
Felons’ Transportation bill, without any 
amendmient,: together with several private 
bills. —On the motion of Mr. Fydell, the ac- 
count of Wool imported into Great Britain 
was ordered to be printed. —On the motion 
of Jord Temple, ‘the house resolved itself 
into a committee on the British Fishery 
bill, Irish Treasury Bills bill, and the re- 
_ port was ordered’ tobe received on Mon- 
day.—Mr. Windham gaye’ notice that he 
would on Wednesday bring forward bis mo- 
tion for the better defence of the country, 
for the production of which some gentle- 
“men On the other side had so prematurely 
manifested such impatience.—Mr. W. 
‘Wynne presented abstracts of the Subdi- 
vision Rolls under the Levy en’ Masse act. 
‘He stated, that in 1803, the proper returns 
had been made for only seven counties ; 
‘and in 1804 for only three counties; but 
‘letters had been’ written to the lords heute- 
nants of those deficient, requiring returns 
‘to be prepared.—The Attorney General 
‘prouglit up the report of the committee, 
“appoitited to’ search the lords’ journals, to 
learn tlie ‘proceedings of their lordships in 
the case of the Declaratory Witnesses’ bill 
and the Witnesses’ Indemnity’ bill, which 

‘was ordered to be printed. 
{Bupcer.] Mr. Vansittart. moved for 
a return of the amount of the balances re- 
maining in the excliequer, and in the hands 
“of the several treasurers of the army, navy, 
and ‘ordnance, in the year ending the 5th 
of Jan. 1805, and which were allotted to 
pay off sums voted for the service of the 
year 1804. 
Mr: Long observed that when the ‘ac- 
‘count just moved for should be brought 
forward, it would appear that the statement 
which thetioblelord had made yesterday was 
‘quite érroneous. The noble lord had sti- 
‘ted that 5 million of the late loan was to 
be applied to the discharge of the last year’s 
arreats ; thus casting a reflection upon the 
judgment afd tinancial calculation of his 
‘ritht hon. friend (Mr. Pitt). But it would 
be seen that the arrears alluded.to were 


arr ty A» , 
Ot those of last year merely, but an. 


4ecumuldtion of sevéral years.” tt would, 
however; be recollected by all who. were ac- 
guainted with our financial history, that ar 

1 
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rears had accrued almost every year to he 
provided for from the Ways and Méingof 
the preceding year. The balancés of the t4. 


venue of the last year were, he contended 
more than sufficient to cover the deficien.: 


cies complained of as arising in that year, 
Thus much he thought it necessary to yy 
in-vindication of the conduct and’s m 
of his illustrious friend, ‘the noble Tord, 
predecessor. ; 

Mr. Vansittart maintained that his noble 
friend had not described the arrears ally. 
ded to by the right hon. gent. as those of 
the last year; but on the contrary, as the 
result of several years. On the whole 
amounting tod more than 5 millions, 

Mr. Canning took fire at the recollection 
of the remarks, which were made yesterd 
by tbe noble lord the chancellor of the 
exchequer. Atthe time he heard them 
he was surprised, but since then he had 
had recourse to the proper sources of itl. 
formation, and had’ learned that the suths 
yet to be received were more than suff. 
cient to meet the expenditure of that year, 
Therefore assets remained to ‘cover the 
debts. Such being the fact, he could not 
help complaining of the unfair, illiberal re. 
flections which the statement made by the 
noble lord was calculated to produce with 
regard te the conduct and character of his 


Jamented friend (Mr, Pitt). 


Lord Temple observed upon the right 
hon. gent.’s angry solicitude to resist any 
injurious allusion to the memory of bis 
late friend, for whom there were mani 
who felt quite as warm an interest and 
attachment as that right hon. gentleman 
could pretend to. However, as the right 
hon. gentleman professed to feel so’ much 
umbrage at any reflection upon his right 
hon. friend, because he was no more, it 
was rather strange that he shoujd 4t- 
tempt to throw out reflections upon’ his 
noble friend (lord Henry Petty), who was 
absent. ‘ 

Mr. ‘Canning replied, that he should not 
be deterred from commenting on the state 
ments of the noble lord, whenever 2 pro- 
per opportunity occurred ; and “that ‘he 
thought hjs absence extraotdinary when 
the house were about to go into #com- 
mittee of Supply, toh 

‘The house then’ ‘tesolved itself into 4 
comfnittée ‘Of Supply; and the report on 
thé resolutions respecting ‘the Ways nd 
Means being brought up, and the first res6- 
lution read, at REE 
ONT. Brooke rose to etate, that he should 
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feel it; bis. duty to oppose the additional 
“tax. on Sugar, 

_ Mr. Francis also said, that he should 
take.an opportunity to state some objec- 
tiows.to the resvlutions generally, aud in 
particular to that which went to make such 
an increase on the Property Tax. 

_ Mr. Babington said, that he could not 
approve of taking away the exemptions 
under the Property Tax. He should also 
ask the noble lord, whether he meant to 
comprise military officers, clergy.with smail 
incomes, and those who had only a life in- 
terest in.an estate, under the operation of 
the Tax ? . 

Mr. Rose thought, that as the noble lord 
had expressed a wish that the consideration 
of the Resolutions should be postponed, 
it.would be but fair at present, to ab-. 


» stain from any discussion of them tijl Mon- 


day, when it could be entered in at full 
length and with every advantage. 

Lord Henry Petty expressed himself 
obliged to the right hon. gent. who had 
spoke last ; but while he was up, he would 
tuke the opportunity of replying to the 
question that had been put; that it was 
intended to exempt military officers and 
clergymen of small incomes, though not 
those, who had only a life interest in their 
property.—The several resolutions being 
read, the, farther consideration of them was 
postponed till Monday. 

Saas 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, March 31. 

» {Minotes.] .'Lhe royal assent was given 
by commission to the two Exchequer Bills 
till, the Felons’ Transportation bill, and to 
Several other public and private bis. The 
commissioners were, the lord chancellor, 
Jord. Auckland, lord Walsingham.—Lord 
Grenville rose and moved the order of the 
#ay for taking into consideration his ma- 
Jesty’s most gracious message, recommend- 
Ing the conferring some signal mark of fa- 
Your on sir J.T, Duckworth, for the lute 
Amportunt service performed by him to 
the country, His lordship observed, that 
Raving,so recently hud an occasion to di- 
tect, the. attention and admiration of. the 
use to those glorious aud useful services, 
b@ should not. vainly attempt to amplify by 
Words What. must be so gratefully felt by 
their lordships, and by the country at large, 
He should .therefure content himself with 
Moving, that an humble address be pre- 


- fhted to. his, majesty, assuring his, majes- 


‘NYythat that house would cheerfully attend 
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and. give effect to his majesty’s most gra- 
cious recommendation, ‘The motion was 
agreed to, nem. disse. 
[Mitirary. Esraatisuments.] Earl 
Camden rose to move an address, to bis ma- 
jesty, praying for the production of certain 
papers. ‘They were of two, descriptions; | 
oue alluded to the Additional Force: bill, 
and to the number of men raised under, its 
operation in each county and, parish; the 
other referred to the general, recruiting 
service for the different corps of which the 
army was compused. He should not now 
enquire, for he could not expect.au answer 
to such a question, whether, it was the in- 
tention of his majesty’s ministers to repeal 
thatbill, . He had no wish whatever to pro- 
voke or anticipate any, discussion respecting 
the plan that was in preparation for impre- 
ving and strengthening our military system : 
the chief object of the motion with which 
he should conclude, was to, collect and 
have in readiness before the house such in- 
formation as was likely to bear,upon the 
important question that was soon expected 
to engage their lordships’. attention... He 
did not foresee any objection. to what he 
should have the honour to propose ; but 
if there was any, he. should be, ready to 
couch his, motion in, what less, objection- 
able terms bis majesty’s ministers should 
think proper to suggest. , His lordship 
then concluded with «moying, “ that au 
humble address be presented to his majes- 
ty, praying that he would be pleased to 
yive directions that there be laid before 
the house a Return of the number of men 
raised in each county and parish,, eou- 
formably tothe provisionsof the Additional 
Force bill.” 
Lord Grenville said, he should have no. 
objection to the motion, provided. it, was 
understood that the return moved for not 
only contained the numberof men raised 
by the provisions of the bill in question, 
but also a description or explanation of 
the particular manner, in which they.had 
been raised in each parish. That, was the 
consideration, which in, his. mind weuld 
principally bear upon the plan that was to 


be brought forward, the particulars of which 


he expected, would be known before forty- 
eight hours had. elapsed. . Much. imps- 
tience had been expressed gt the delay that 
bad accrued in bringing forward that mea- 
sure; but it should be recollected how es- 
‘sential it was both to the military service, 
and to the present circumstances of the 





country, that pothing crude and imperfogs 
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should be hastily thrast forward, but that 
leisufe, thought, and consultation, should 
be employed in digesting a system that 
should fairly promise to answer its dbjeet, | 
arid meet the exigencies of the case; con- 
sidering the motion in the point of view in 
which he had placed it, there should be no 
Opposition to it on his part. 

Earl Camden had no desire but to ob= 
tain such information, as was likely to*be 
useful in the discussion that was $0 soon 
to claim their lordships’ attention ; ard he 
willingly corsénted it should be under- 
stood, that when the return was made, it 
should be looked upon not only as indica- 
tive of the number of men raised, but also 
of the particular mahner in which they had 
been raised.—The motion was then put 
and agreed to. The noble earl next moved, 
- @ sitnilar address for the production of 

several other papers relative to the general 
recruiting of the Army, which motion was 
also agreed to. 

Lord Hawkesbury said, that he should 
have to trouble the house with a few mo- 
tions, which, in his opinion, would follow 
up and tend to give a more comprehensive 
‘effect to the motions which had just been sub- 
mitted to the house by his noble friend. 
The object of them was, first, to obtain a 
return of the number to which the Volun- 
teer Force of England and Ireland amount- 
ed, in the year 1804; and of the riumber 
that had been certified to be effectual. 
He should wish a similar return to be made 
of the state of the Volunteer Force for the 
year 1805. It must be obvious that the 
end he had in view, was to ascertain whe- 
ther that force had diminished or increas- 
ed; and bow far it might be relied upon 
to fofm a part of our military system and 
theans Of déferice. If was not aware that 
there could be any objections to these mo- 
tions, but if there was, ie should be ready 
to ddopt any other less objectionable mode 
of framing them, which any ‘noble lord 
would take the trouble to suggest. 

Lord Grenville felt no desire to object to 
the ‘motions ; thdugh, as they now stood 
worded, he did not well conceive how a 
satisfactory teturn could be made ih con- 
sequence of them. Much would turn on 


the word “ effective ;”” and a return im that } 


view by the {hspecting Officer. The vo- 
luiiteer force should hot be consideted in 
the sdime light, ot under the saine regiila. 
tions as. our regular force. He himself, 
was an officer of Volunteers, and a-mem- 
ber Of parliament ; but in nefther capacity 





aa ‘ axxipiots 
Re 


me 
did he know, that the efficiency of aj 
lunteer corps depended upon the tetim 
of an Inspecting Officer; In the parlianie, 
tary serise of the word “ efficient; as‘ 
plied to a voluntéer, all those wefe’ 
cient, who had attended the nember of 
days prescribed by the act of parliaienp 
whether among those days of attendang 
was the day of inspéction or hot. ‘Th 
Inspecting Officer had no authority 
compel the Volunteers of any corps’ to aj 
tend on such days, and it might happea 
that fewer attended on the day of inspen 
tion than on ordinary days. ‘Besides thet 
were many reasons and circumstances, 
which when duly weighed, would, he wa 
sure, dissuade the noble lord from presing 
his motion’ in these words; for it would 
be imposssible for any Inspecting Offic 
to make dny return respecting the gréa# 
or less number of efficient men, otherwig 
than by giving his opinion that such a pit 
ticular corps was better disciplined than 
another. The noble lord would also 
collect that the Irish Volunteer Systtm 
was very different in its formation from 
that which prevailed-in Great Britain: *T 
make the same order for both must ther 
fore be productive of confusion, and render 
it impossible to make any satisfactory tt 
turn. He hoped, therefore, the noble lord 
would so word his motion, as to include 
only Great Britain, and to omit the retum 
by the Inspecting Officér. 

The Earl of Ros/yn observed, that ther 
might be sach an infinite variety of shade 
of difference between the greatet or les 
degree of perfection in discipline in thisa 
that Volunteer Corps, that it would bet 
terly impossible to make any: general tt 
turn accotding to the word “ efficient,” ih 
the sénse in which he supposed ‘the noble 
lord to understand it. 

Lord Hawkesbury could see no difficultyin 
making the return, but he was still willidg 
to adopt the amendment suggested, to omit 
ireland, and to move only for the amoiift 
of the number of volunteers ~diring the 
years le liad mentioned, ‘stating pat 
number that had been returned as efficié 
—The question was then put on thet 
tions so amended, atid agreed tov" 

[CorontaL InrERcouRsE witht Ait yy 
nica.]. Lord Holland, after advertinglo § 
the intention of a noble lord,’ bev |. 
him, to bring in a bill relative to this Si 
ject, made some observations with res} 
to the magtitude and importance ¢ ‘the 
subject, of which it formed a part. “He 
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lu d.to the opinions he, had thrown out, 
ast session upon the particular topic tol 
which his noble friend’s bill proposed to, 
ge d expressed his opinion, that fur- 
‘ther documents were necessary to bring 
the true state of the subject before the 
‘house. His lordship concluded by mo-, 
ving for a variety of accounts of that de- 
scription, as, the number of British ships, 
‘the tonnage thereof, and the number of 
men, engaged in the trade between Great 
Britain and the West Indies, &c.:from the 
year 1790 to 1804, inclusive; and several 
‘other documents; which, after a few 
‘words from. lord Sheffield, were ordered to 
‘be laid before the house. 
 dord Auckland then rose + make his 
romised motion, which he prefaced by 
entering into several details. .By, the na-+ 
vigation acts of Charles HI. and William 
It all trade to. the British Coloniés in 
foreign bottoms was, he said, prohibited. 
It. was evident that the. vessels of the Uni- 
‘ted States of America were foreign bottoms, 
and therefore came under the probibitory 
Clauses of these acts. From the peace of 
1783 to 1788 they were precisely in this 
situation, In the latter year a legislative 
measure was resorted to upon the subject, 
‘which continued till the year 1793, from 
which period till the year 1801, the gover- 
nors of the British Colonies in the West 
Indies exercised the power of granting, -as 
hecessity required, permission to import 
proyisions and lumber from America, and 
every year a bill was passed to indemnify 
those concerned in advising or exercising 
this measure, for their acting contrary to 
Jaw, . It happened, howeyer,, that in 1801, 
,owing to the confusion arising from the 
Shange of Administration, a bill of this 
déscription was omitted to be brought for- 
Ward, and the subject had escaped atten- 
tion until the present time, when, on turn. 
lag ito its consideration, he found, this to 
be the state of the case.. It became, there- 
fore, necessary to, indemnify, four adminis; 
Mahions, including that now in office, for 
Aaving thus acted.contrary to law since the 
i 1801, as well as the governors, of the 
Mest-India Islands ; this, was the object of 
the bill, which it was his intention to in+ 
troduce, and which, he had no doubt, would 
be supported. by all those noble, lords who 
a ‘formed a part of the four administra 
Mons to which he had alluded. With re+ 
ye to..the subject itself, it was certainly 
of the greatest importance, that our West- 
Colonies, shouldbe regularly sup- 
oL. VI, ' 





plied with. provisions. From the nature 
of their cultivation they could only grow a 
very small part of the provisions necessary 
for their subsistence. He was not disposed 


'to quarrel with the United States of Amé- 


rica for supplying the West-India islands 
with those articles; on the contrary, he was 
disposed to think it an advantageous in- 
tercourse. If the.islands were left to de- 
pend upon this country for a supply of 
provisions, it must necessarily, in time of 
war, be precarious, whilst ‘in the event of 
scarcity, ships sailing from this country 
would, of course, go to those islands where 
they expected to get the highest prices, 
and probably pass those. which were most 
in wavt. A regular supply of provisions 
to our West-India islands could only be 
ensured to them from America, and_his 
Opinion was, that the enactment of our 
laws ought not to be followed up with any 
view of preventing the Americans from 
deriving an advantage from the intercourse, 
The neutral ‘bottoms of the Americans 
were of use to us in time of war; the ad- 
vantage was mutual. ‘The United States 
of America had grown with our growth, 
and strengthened, with our strength, and 
had contributed much to the increase of our 
commerce ; a commerce which had arisen to 
an unexampled pitch of prosperity, and 
which was greatly superior now to what it 
ever had been, even in timeof peace. Thus 
it appeared from official documents, that the 
value of the exports from this country of 
British manufactures, which on the average 
of the five years, ending in 1793, amounted 
to 15,400,000/. amounted, on the aver- 
age of the five years ending in 1805, to 
25,600,000/. He thought it would be ad- 
visable to introduce some regulation, in 
order that the intercourse between our 
West-India colonies and America, might 
be placed upon a more certain footing: 
this might be effected by authorizing the 
governors to issue proclamations from 
time to time, allowing the importation 
from America, each proclamation to be in 
force for six months, which would ensure 
a more regular supply, there being a cer- 
tainty that no interruption would take 
place during, that pericd. His majesty’s 
late ministers, to whom, in this instance, 
he did not mean to impute the least blame, 
had sent out a circular letter to the go~ 
vernors in the West Indies, requiring them 
not to grant a permission for importation 
from America, on light and trivial grounds. 
Some of them took an alarm, and put a 


Qq 
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stop to the importation altogether, which 
had the effect of enormously raising the 
price of provisions. It was, however, fit 
that the iniercourse, which was necessary, 
at least in time of war, to the comfort and 
well being of our West-India colonies, 
‘should be regulated by an act of the legis- 
lature, and that the governors of our islands 
should not be reduced to the necessity of 
continually acting in violation of the law, 
Or Ministers at home, of continually ad- 
yising such violations. He concluded by 
presenting a bill to indemnify all persons 
concerned in advising or ordering mea- 
sures for imporiing certain articles into 
the West-India islands from America, in 
American vessels; which was read a first 
time, 

Tie Duke of Montrose concurred with 
much of what had been said by the noble 
lord. He thought, however, that with 
‘the aid of convoys, the West Indies might, 
“even In time of war, be supplied from this 
country ; but admiited that a supply so 
sent would be precarious. Jn tume of 
peace, however, the question assumed a 
far different shape, as he conceived there 
was no doubi that our West-Iudia islands 
could then be supplied regularly, from this 
country. He objected to the trade between 
America and the West Indies on account 
pf its giving rise to smuggling to a great 
extent, and of its enabling the Americans 
to import into our colonies the produce of 
‘the East Indies at a low rate, thereby ex- 
cluding the merchants of this country from 
a beneficial source of trade. When he 
heard the noble lord speak of the advanta- 
ges of neutral bottoms, he hoped his ma- 
jesty’s ministers had not formed a similar 
opinion with respect to the trade carried 
_on by America between the enemy’s colo- 
nics and the mother country. The con- 
fining our West-India islands to procure 
a supply of provisions by means of British 
vessels‘in time of peace, would be the 
means of employing a great number of 

3ritish seamen, whilst it would prove a be- 

neficial source of commerce to this coun- 
try, the advantages of which ought not 
lightly to be given up. 

Lord Sheffield observed, he was pot pre- 
pared, at resent, not being exactly aware 
of the line of argument, and calculation, 
which the noble lord intended to go into ; 
otherwise, he thought he could controvert 
a great deal of what the noble lord had ad- 
yanced. : 

Lord Holland deprecated our entering 





into any war of regulations with the Un 
ted States of America, respecting an inte, 
course which tended to mutual advantage 
He could not conceive that the cénfnin, 
our West-India islands to a supply in Bre 
tish vessels would be of that advanta 
to this country which the noble duke ha 
stated ; the seamen employed in such 4 
trade were not of that description to jp 
useful to this country, neither would buj. 
ding ships here for the purpose of sendinp 
to America to purchase proyisions to ¢ 

to the West Indies repay’ the expenee, 
He trusted that parliament would neve 


again try the experiment. which was pry 


ductive of so much misery to our West 
India colonies, in the period from 17§4 
to 1786, when their supply from Ameria 
was cut off, and in consequence of whith, 
in Jamdcia alone, 15,000 tegroes ‘died, 
from the famine which that regulation pto- 
duced, “aaa 
_ The Duke of Montrose contended, tha 
in time of peace an exclusive trade to oir 
West-India islands, in British vessels, would 
be the means of employing a great number 
of our seamen, who would otherwise te 
unemployed. © | 
Lord Grenville observed, that the ques 
tion as to what might or might not be po 
litic or expedient, with respect to the trade 
to our West-India islands in time of peace, 
was wholly foreign to the question now be. 
fore the house. Whatever opinion migh 
be entertained on the former pomt, it was 
clear that in time of war, a necessity exist 
ed for allowing the Americans to supply 
our West-India islands with provisions; #t 
all events, he was not disposed to hazard 
a speculation of confining. the source of 
supply of British vessels, when the subsix 
tence of near a million of persons inhabit 
ing a most important part of the British 
empire was at stake. He suggested thatit 
would be most expedient to adopt a legit 
lative regulation, which might be done by 
a clause in the present bill, authorising bis 
majesty in council, to direct his majestys 
governors in the West Indies to issue ptt» 
clamations from time to time, each proc 
mation to be in force for six months, allow 
ing the importation of provisions and lum 
ber in American vessels.’ He was decide 
ly of opinion that some legislative regula 
tion ought to be enacted upon the subjet 
and that the system of continually: viole 
ting the law and passing bills of indemmty 
ought not to be continued. are x 


Lord Auckland, in farther explanation 





bor} 

observed, a clause may easily be introdu- 
ced in the committee, to the effect intima- 
ted by his noble friend ; and in consequence 
of an, cbservation of the Duke of Mon- 
trose, said it was his intention to propose 
to have the bill printed.—The bill was 
then read a first time, and ordered to be 


printed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, March 31. 

Minvtes.] Sir John Newport took 
the oaths and his seat for the city of Wa- 
terford.— Mr. Matthews presented a peti- 
tion from the debtors confined in the coun- 
ty gaol of Waterford praying for relief.— 
The 20 million loan bill was read a first 
time. ~-Mr. Hawthorne brought up the re- 
port of the British fishery continuation bill, 
which was agreed to.—Mr. Iawthorne, 
brought up also the report of the Irish 
Treasury Bills bill, which was agreed to.— 
Mr. Brooke, after stating the object of a 
tnotion of which, be had given notice, for 

the protection of our colonial produce, by 
increasing the consumption of Rums, in- 
stead of foreign brandies, @n the royal 
navy, and having stated that the consump- 
tion of foreign brandy in the navy last year 
was 625,000 gallons, whereas that of rum 
was only 220,000, and that this difference 
was owing, in a great measure, to the 
manner the duties are now levied; said, 
that he had so much confidence in the pre- 
sent administration, and in the assurance 
he had received that the suggestion he had 
made would be attended to, that he thought 
It unnecessary to press the motion of which 
he had given notice.—The motion was con- 
sequently withdrawn. 

[Stave Importation Bitt.] The 
Attorney General said, that the motion 
which he then rose to make, was one in 
which humanity and sound policy were 
united. It was to prevent so much of the 
tade.as concerned the importation of A- 
frican negroes by British ships into the co- 
lonies conquered or ceded to us in the war, 
or into the colonies of any neutral state in 
the West Indies. At present every state 
that had colonies in America, or the West 
Indies, and that were not actually at war 
with us, availed itself of the opportunity 
of British shipping to carry on the trade. 
Even in time of war, our enemies were 
also supplied with negroes for their colo- 
nies by British subjects and by British capi- 
tal, although in a more indirect manner. 

¢ Danish islands of St. Croix and St. 
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Thomas formed depéts inthe West Indies, 
from which. our enemies could be supplied 
with as many negroes as they wanted, and 
which were now brought there principally 
by British subjects and British ships. From 
these depdts, Cuba, St, Domingo, Marti- 
nique, and Guadaloupe, and many parts 
of the continent of Spanish America, weré 
supplied ; and when it was considered that 
those colonies were not only the sources of 
their prosperity, but that they were also 
the foundation of their maritime strengtli 
and power, it would appear contrary to 
sound policy that we should afford then 
the means of rivalling our colonies, and of 
attaining a high degree of commercial pro= 
sperity.s The possession of St.. Domingo 
alone was, in this point of view, of incal- 
culable value to France before the revolus 
tion, It employed a prodigious number of 
ships, and formed a number of seamens 
Of the settlements that had come into our 
possession since the commencement of the 
war, some came by right of conquest, and 
therefore while they remained in our pos- 
session, his majesty had undoubtedly the 
right of legislating for them. There were 
others which were ceded by capitulation, 
the terms of which necessarily restricted 
this right of legislation. His majesty had 
already, by his proclamation, dated the 
15th Aug. 1804, laid down certain limita- 
tions in this, respect. It was evidently 
against the policy of this country, that 
great importations of slaves should take 
place in settlements which perhaps might 
be restored at the conclusion of peace. 
He therefore moved for leave to bring in a 
bill, to carry into effect his maj.’s procla- 
mation of the 15th of August, 1804, for 
preventing the importation of African nes 
groes by British subjects or British shipping 
into the colonies conquered by, or ceded 
to us in the course of the war. 

The Speaker suggested to the right hon, 
gent., that in point of form, it was neces- 
sary that a copy of that proclamation 
should be first laid before the house, 

Mr. Fox seemed to consider, that a pro- 
clamation of his majesty in council might 
be taken notice of by the house without a 
copy. 

Mr. Perceval said, that this was a pro= 
clamation not binding on all his majesty’s 
subjects, and therefore it could not be taken. 
notice of by the house, unless a copy were 
laid before them. Hesuggested to the learn- 
ed gent. that it would be the better way 
to withdraw his motion for the present, 
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and move for an humble address to’ tis 
majesty, praying, that he would’ bé gra- 
ciously pleased to order a copy’ of the’ 
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not invade them very long. T really havéiy 
lWish to interrupt their enjoytment of they 
iplaces, rivucl) léss'to supplant them, Whi 


said order of council to be laid before the'|/T have to say to-night, will’ be addrégey 


house. : 

The Attorney General agreed in this sug- 
gestion, and gave jotice, that he should 
to-morrow move for a copy of the order in 
council, 

General Tarleton hoped the right Hon.’ 


more particularly to some of his majesty 


‘ministers. For that réason only, I wish 


stand where Ido, dnd’ for no’ purpose bit 
to be distinctly heard by them. Ov'the 
general principle of the Property Tax, sup. 
‘posing that to be the right nathe and de 


gent. who proposed this measure, would at scription of a tax upon income, | 


least allow sufficient time to the merchints 
of this country to investigate the subject. 
It was certainly a matter of very great con- 
sequence. 

Sir Wm. Young observed, that in someé 
of the islands taken, particularly at ‘Pobugo, 

‘ there could hardly be said to be a French- 
man. Itistead of capitulation, it'was with 
exultation that they saw themselves’ placed 
under the British government. 

Mr. Alderman Princ thought the right 
hon. and learned gent. had not made hitn- 
self sufficiently master of the subject. As 
to the power of legistating for the colonies 
that were ceded, as long as they should 
continue in our posséssion, it was a right, 
which, generally spéaking, was not restrict- 
ed by'any capitulation. 

The Attorney General said, that it was 
his intention to bring in his bill as soon as 
possible, that it might be read once before 
the recess ; which he thought would meet 
thé ideas of an hon. general (Tarleton), 
and give sufficient time for the considera- 
tion of the subject. 

[Buncer.] Lord Henry Petty moved 
the order of the day for the further consi- 
deration of the report of the conmtittee 
of Ways and Means. On the questiom be- 
ing put that this report be now taken ito 
farther consideration, 

Mr. Francis, who, on this occasion only, 
sat on the speaker’s left hand, commonly 
called the opposition bench, began with 
making an apology to the gentlemen, who 
now occupied that situation, for committing 
such a trespass on their undoubted though 
recent right of possession. Then, apddres- 
sing himself to the speaker, he said :—TI 
have been accustomed for so many years 
to siton your left hand, that I confess ‘I 
feél ‘myself more dt home on this side of 
the housethan oft the other. We are créa- 
tures of habit, afd naturally fall ‘into. the; 
track we have been used to. Never'théless, 
sir, as I have no particular ambition to stay 
here amoment more than is necessary, the 
gentlemen near me may bé sure that I shall 


possibly deliver thy 6pinion in another 
stage of the bill. I say possibly, because, 
oii that point, my intention is by 06 meaty 
sd resolved as my judgement. At thiy 
moment, I am not sure that it would bg 
prudént, or, ever if quite’ safé, that it 
would be’ fair atid honest to lodd a mee 
sure of positive and irresistible necesti 
with difficulties and objectiobs, which 
mit Of no’ réthéedy, and to whith no rationd 
answer but necessity, cart be applied, Qi 
‘that ground the trutli of the allegatioi, 
oncé proved or admitted, supersedes a 
hleast, if it does notin effect prohibit, dl 
argument. I shall therefore apply myself 
first to such objections only to the plano 
my noble friend, as bélong to the detail df 
the méasure, and, in my opinion, adit of 
fan éasy solution. If I have mistaken bin 
in any instance, he will readily set ite 
right. [His abilities, I believe, are equal 
thé task he has undertaken, But, whet 
a great difficulty is to be encountered, 4 
Wise minister Will not-reject assistaticé of 
any kind, and especially if it be offered to 
him from a quarter, which it i8* not poe 
siblé he'can suspect of enmity of double 
déaling. It is not in my nature, to profes 
friendship for any maui, and then to coum 
teract him by indireét hostility.” [fhe 
gives ‘mé crédit for the ‘sincerity of this 
profession, he will listen with patience to 
the doubts, which Ff shall stbinit to his ¢on- 
sideration ; because patience and attention 
to every body is eminently the duty ofhis 
arduous office more than of any otter, 
from the infinite variéty and perp ity of 
the services which it embraces ; and héwi 
listen to mé with kindness too, bécauselt 
ought to bé conviiced that I have m 
thoughts .of adding any thing to his dif 
culties, much less of thwarting or 

thé public service in bis hands. Before! 
proceed to objects, which appéar to me o 
‘greater and more: général importance, 
wish to begin with stating and distnisting 
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iatass I think niay be retiioved, and 
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- Whicli’ I’ believe the noble lord and I are 
yotlikély to disagree ; I meati' in' the mode 
ofcollecting this‘tax. He says, that “ it is 
st proposed that 10 per.cent. shall be' paid’ 
# on all property above 50/.a year; but, 
«oy production of the will'or deed, con- 
 stituting tie annuity’ and dentonstrating 
# thé cluin'to* exeritption, the tax office 
«' will'bé authotiged to’ make repaymertit.” 
Against’ this provision of the’ bill, on: its 
principle atid’ oti all its effects, P am bound 
jy'my opition’to protest without reserve, 
did to’entreat the noble lord to reconsider 

~ jt In sOme’ senses it increases tlie bur- 
thenon the lowest class‘of annuitants, who, 
én’ the professed’ principle of the clause, 
duglit to be exempted. It says to the 
party, who ought uot to pay at all, pay 
your ten per cent, first, and’ recover it af- 
terwards. In the first place, I do not be- 
lieve it‘ possible that any person, whovhas 
hothing to live on but the annuity de- 


(woe 


day after day, with’ attendance, &c. wets’ 
such that, iti’ sortie’instances, of no great’ 
atiount indeed, I have abandoned’ my 
claim, rather than be plagued with the 
trouble of asserting it. Yet nobody was 
in fault; nordo I know’ how the difficulty 
could be avoided. Then comes another 
atid, as I imagine, a fatal objection, even 
to'the remedy proposed. If the tax-office’ 
im every county and'city is liable to refund, 
they must’ be ititrusted with a perpetual de- 
posit of public money to answer the claims 
jof exemption, as fast as they are established 5. 
which, I conceive, would be’ a practice un- 
safe for the public, and contrary to the 
iprinciples, on which the collection of the 
lrevenue is made andsecured. The power 
lleft with each tax-oflice, to favour or to dis- 
ern every question of exemption that 
icomes before them, deserves to be seriously 
iweighed ; considering that the unavoidable 
idelays, incident to the recovery of a tax 
scfibed in the clause, can make the dépo- fiotice paid, attended with waste of time and 
sit, With an incorhe’ of ome hurdred'|hindrance of business or loss of labour, 
pounds a year, for example, I ask is it pos- we equivalent to a new tax, in the form of 
sible for any man, with or without afaniily, fa burthen, and must tend -to harass and 
to lay down’ ten pounds at once, or even’ distress the parties, and, in some cases per- 
by two Half yearly payments? He has it |Hdps, drive them to give up the object ra- 
not; and, if he complies with tlie demand, | ther than pursue the process.—The next 
fie must borrow the money. But, grantitig fobject, or rather omission, which I Have to 
him to be able to make the deposit, what {submit to the house, is objéctionable on 


fight have you to’ drive him to that dis- 
tress, if he be the persoin you describe, 
and who is entitled to the exemption ? 
Then what is the remedy you provide for 
him? Why, after paying the full amount 
of thé tax, he may recover it from. the’ tax 
Office; that is, he must begin with parting 
With a sum, which you confess you have no 
~ fight to, since you promise td restore it, 
and litigate for it afterwards with the cok 
Retors of the revenue. ‘This, I conceive, 
is equivalent to anew tax. The annuifarit 
in quéstion is taken from his -oécapation 
_ 6 his labour, and loses some portion of the 
| Wery income you ure endeavouring fo bring 
Within the reach of the tax, while he is 
travelling from his home and attending at 
é tax office to establish his claim and to re 
over the stim, which you have unjustly 
forced him to deposit. I Know, by experi- 
énce, and so do we all, what the anavoid- 
able delays and ixicoriveniences of such a 
course of proceéding are, and must be. Ta 
tlie Case of surcharges for éxartiple, I as- 
Sure the housé that, notwithstanding the 
Best dispositiofi arid the greatest industry 
' | On the part of the commissiotiets, thie trou-. 
We and vexation of goitig several miles, 





ivery different ground from that, which f 


have just stated. In that, the tax was 
exacted from parties, who were entitled to 
exemption. In this, a great mass of pro- 
perty, which ought to pay, does or may és- 
cape totally from the tax. I mean the 
whole amount of the floating securities of 
government, commonly called the unfunded 
debt, on which the proprietors receive in- 
terest from the public, just as much, if not 
father more than any other holders of 
stock. This property, I believe, may ex- 
tend to a capital of 25 milliofis, mere or 
less. The exact amount is not material ta 
the arguttient; excépt to stiew what an 
enormous loss may be suffered by the pub- 
lic, if the tax on the income of such a ca- 
pital amounting to 1,250,000/. should not 
be duly collected. Is it meant that this 
species of property should be exempted 


froth the tax ? If it be, declare it, and state 


your reasons for the exemption. Estas 
blish, if you can, a rational distinction be- 
tween the public creditor, whose capital 
is funded, and him, witose capital is not 
fandéed.. Otherwise it is a palpable con- 
tradiction 6 justice and cotamon sense, 
that one of those parties should pay the 
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tax, and that the other should escape it. 
I know very well that every man is bound 
by law to include this sort of property in 
the return of his income ; and I say, that 
for obyious, reasons, you ought not to de- 
pend on the fidelity of such returns, espe- 
cially in a case where the intention of the 
law may be too easily evaded. In the 
funded property you do not rely on that 
sort of evidence. My noble friend has 
made an arrangement, greatly to his credit, 
with the governors of the bank, by which 
the tax on all that income is secured. If it 
be said that the tax will lower the market- 
able value of such securities; my answer 
is, what then? The law gives no exemp- 
tion to the income from that source, any 
more than to the three per cent. annuities. 
Undoubtedly the value ofall capital, where- 
ever it be vested, rises or falls with the 
interest it produces. In the case of the 
‘ funded stock this consideration is not re- 
garded. But exchequer bills and navy 
bills bave a marketable value, independent 
of the interest, which arises, from the faci- 
lity of transfer from hand to hand, and 
from other conveniencies in the daily use 
of them, to which the funded stock is not 
so readily applicable. I believe then that 
the tax would not affect the price, or very 
slightly, if at all, unless indeed you reckon 
the facility of evading the contribution, 
as an addition to the value. But, were it 
otherwise, it is enough for my purpose 
that the law does not acknowledge the dis- 
tinction. ‘The law itself, whatever be the 
practice of the executive power, does not 
favour the unfunded at the expence of the 
funded debt. In whatever degree the for- 
mer escapes, it is a fraud or qn injury to 
the public revenue, and an injustice to him, 
who honestly pays his share of that reve- 
nue. It will strengthen my argumeut and 
help you to a cléar view of the abuse, if 1 
state a fact in point, though it makes 
against myself. In drawing up the last 
return of my property, I forgot I had two 
exchequer bills of 100/. each, which had 
lain a long time at my banker’s. No- 
body ever asked me for the tax on the 
interest of these bills. The consequence 
is that I am undesignedly a defaulter to 
government to the amount of so many 
shillings, The instance is inconsiderable, 
but it proves the proposition. If a bun- 
dred pound can escape in this manner, why 
not a million? The remedy. is obvious 
and easy. ‘These bills are paid off at sta- 
ted periods, When they are so paid, where 
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would be the difficulty of deducting 
amount. of the tax from the interest they 
due? .I see none. I shall now proceed, 
sir, to a more general consideration of the 
state of the country, with regard to ity 
surviving powers aud resources, in compas 
rison with the demands, which those 
means are to provide for. A few daysago 
my noble friend was censured, very unjust. 
ly as I thought, for holding out a gloomy 
view or a desponding language on this suh 
ject. I do not recollect that he. said ap 
thing, that was fairly liable to that sort of 
observation; but, whether he did so or not, 
or even admitting that he did not suggest 
or encourage those sanguine hopes, which 
are entertained or professed by others,] 
say that, without suffering our minds to be 
governed by exaggerated hopes or fears, 
we ought to know the truth of our situa. 
tion. Without that knowledge,, you may 
confide or you may despond ; but you can 
neither meet your difficulties firmly, nor 
safely or honestly disregard them. Look 
at the state of the country, I say, with all 
its collective burthens, direct and inde 
rect. A careless conclusion, from the 
apparent wealth of the capital to the rest 
of the community, is of all things tobe . 
most avoided, because it leads into the 
worst and most dangerous error; that I 
mean, which begins with enormous injus 
tice, and may end in irretrievable ruin, In 
this great city, I doubt not, there are ways 
and means, by which a multitude of indi 
viduals and some great corporations, while 
they pay with one hand, may indemnify 
themselves with the other, and so makg 
their income whole again. But this cans 
not be the casein the country, nor even 
generally in the cities, On this view, sity 
and not without the most attentive applis 
cation of my thoughts to the subject, I have 
taken my resolution not to examine the 
taxes proposed to answer the interest of 
the new loan, but to oppose them all. The 
principle I acton exempts me from enquis 
ring into their specific merits. Admitting | 
every one of them to be unexceptionable 
as a tax, I object to them in the mass. I say 
there ought to be no new taxes, on account 
of the loan for the present year. These 
are stated at 1,156,000/. and, as it appears 
to me, are to be added to the present inte 
lerable taxation of the kingdom withovt.aa 
absolute and irresistible necessity, W 
alone could justify. such a measure. 28 
my opinion we are not driven to that extrer" 
mity. If we are, prove the necessity, and 

3 
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‘ghere'is an end of all argument. But I say 
‘you hate a better resource, and that you 
pught to resort to it. A sinking fund has 
een created for the gradual extinction of 
‘the debt.’ There is no great skill in the 
¢ontrivance, or genius in the discovery. 
“From the time of Sir Robert Walpole to 
‘this day,'it has been the favourite child of 
every chaticelior of the exchequer. Such 
“gt least have been their professions. The 
“merit of Mr. Pitt did not consist in the in- 
“vention, which was easy and obvious, but 
“jn the. effectual course he took to give 
abundance and vigour to the measure, and 
“fo increase the power by its own action, 
"Phis he did wisely and resolutely on the 
priticiples of his plant and I give him full 
“éredit for it. The fund, at this period, 
‘amounts to 8 millions; proceeding rapidly 
ii its operation, and growing as it operates. 
“Now, I ask, in what way are we the better 
for this fund? I mean, sir, sensibly, palpably, 
“taiigibly, and not in distant hopes, or airy spe- 
“tolations. Has it relieved the public from 
“any old burthen, or has it prevented any 
‘new one? Common sense and common 
practice too, in similar cases, would lead 
“one to expect that, as fast as the bond or 
‘the mortgage, or any material portion of it 
“was discharged, the interest should cease 
‘or be extinguished in the same proportion. 
“On that principle, when a given part of the 
public debt is bought up, some tax ought 
to be taken off; some’relief ought to be 
pranted. But, as we manage the matter 
now, the more we pay off, the more we 
borrow. ° The sinking fund, the debt, and 
the taxes grow and improve together, and 
‘keep pace with one another. I am far from 
meaning that this might not have been a 
proper course in the infancy of the méa- 
gure, or in the early years of its growth. 
It is the maturity of the fund that changes 
the policy, and gives the public a claim to 

. ashare in the resource. I mean a mode- 
' Tate share, such as the amount of the pro- 
posed taxes would be; that is, a little more 
“than one million out of eight. Now, I ask 
‘for what purpose is this enormous revenue 
_€xtorted from the people, not oniy without 
- being applied, as it might be, to their re- 
_ lef, but even without protecting them from 
_ftesh' and intolerable exactions? It has 
been said, with an air of triumph too, that 

» the amount of the sinking fund, compared 
with the whole debt, has grown and is 
_Sfowing more favourable to the public; 
that the arithmetical proportion of the 
power to the service has improved con- 
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siderably, and that, some day or other, 
the fund will extinguish the debt, or essen- 
tially reduce it, I see no sign of that event. 
All I know is that in fact the debt thrives 
by the reduction, of in spite of it. But, 
even if it were otherwise’; if the success of 
these speculations, at some distant day, 
were as probable, as in my uiind it is the 
reverse, what benefit does the operation 
furnish to the present generation? Is it 
an answer to miserv sinking under oppres- © 
sion, that a remote posterity will be the 
better for our sufferings? Our children, I 
am sure, will owe us no gratitude on this 
account. They will not thank us for sa- 
crifices, from which’ they at least will de- 
rive no positive advantage. Let us now 
consider what is the real operation of this 
great fund upon public credit, what imme- 
diate purpose it answers, and what is the 
final result of it. ‘Why, sir, all we know 
with certainty is that the constant applica- 
tion of the produce to the purchase is just 
sufficient to keep the price of the 3 per 
cents at sixty; and, for'this important’ser- 
vice, the nation pays 8 millionsa year. 
But what is the result of the service? To 
enable ministers to make new loans, on 
terms always said to be highly favourable 
to the public, that is, to furnish them with 
a facility to borrow more atid more. This 
sinking fund thea, in contradiction’ to its 
title and to all its pretensions, is in fact'the 
medium not of real diminution, but of po- 
sitive increase of debt. It is time for us to 
consider, whether that effect be worth pur- 
chasing at such-an enormous expence. At 
all events | hope that cunning arguments 
and nice distinctions, such as we have heard 
heretofore on this particular point, will 
not be repeated verbatim’ by his: majesty’s 
present ministry. We have heard enough 
and too much from ministers of all sorts, of 
the promising, the prosperous, the flourish- 
ing state of the nation, with some slight 
and moderate abatements only, on account 
of a few temporary inconvenieucies and 
transient difficulties, which they. are ?too 
candid to deny. As long as existence can 
be held together, the patient is’ sure to 
hear nothing from the faculty, but compli- 
ments and congratulations on his ficrid 
looks and healthy appearance. Now what 
do all these flattering indications: consist 
in, and what do they demonstrate? Why, 
sir, without pushing, the conclusion to an 
extremity, without saying or meaning that 
the case is desperate, I hold it more or less 
true in fact, that the bloated’ surface proves 
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mothing,but.a failure in the stamina. When- 
ever.it bursts, yon may possibly be, relieved, 
but.it is full.as likely yourmay-expire. Now 
compare. the. evidence with the allegation. 
In;tbiganetropolis, I know that.there did 
never.exist such a scene of,expence .and 
Juxury, and of unbounded dissipation ;of 
fortune, as London exhibits. If extra- 


‘agance.and profusion are proofs of wealth, | 


«we need ;not look further. .The proof is 
egual,to the proposition, and exceeds , it. 
Reflecting men, I believe, will not trust 
:implicitly to these appearances. In. fact, 
they,can,only be accounted for by a glut 
_ of factitious riches. No man-wastes areal 
_property.at;this.rate. No man, parts ,with 
,gold.and, silver.with the same facility, sith 
awhich. he.squanders a mere. paper, security, 
which he knows he cannot change into 
specie. The. circulation of this paper how- 
ever,as long as it lasts, gives. life and, activi- 
ty to.all the means of immediate enjoyment. 
At is true. ‘They, who are satisfied withthe 
present, are not likely to consider the:con- 
sequence. .Others perhaps may. submijt.to 
-be better taught. by,experience. The his- 
.tory .of .France furnishes ,an example ;in 
-poipt, on a.great but still on a very anfefior 
scale. There-never .was;a, period of such 
/extravagant expence.and riotous, profusion 
inyParis, asin the days that preceded the 
fall, of the royal bank in 1719., France’ was 
AMegluged.with .paper .as.we are. Suddenly 
Ahe,credit.of the: bank failed. , Down went 
the paper, own went -Raris, and down 
went, France *. dn time however, that great, 
Kingdom revived,and rose out of its ashes, 
because it had . resources+within itself, 
which,could not..be annihilated. But,our 
‘situation, it seems, on ,the.whole is pro- 
ssperous. » Weare overwhelmed. with paper. 
‘Lhere is.nospecie incirculation. Does.ary 
gentleman bere receive a guinea in a thou- 
ysand,paunds in the collection of his rents? 
Af you;sell your house, or your estate, in 





¥ ‘* My . intention is, to prove that an ill-con- 

“€¢ certed system of credit may bring ruin on a na- 
*¢ tiony although fraud be out-of the question > and, 
-*% if a.nations be; plunged, jnto all-the calamities, 
*< whieh,a public baakruptcy can, occasion, ait is 


«< but.a small consolation to be assured of the good 


** intentions of those,, who were:the cause of it. 
-§4¢-4n the 21th of Feb.1720, an arrét was published; 
«6 forbidding . any .person:.to. keep by them more 
*¢ than 500: livres in coin, (or £20.sterling.) (This 
‘ag plainly annulling the obligation in the bank 
paper, to,pay to the bearer, on demand, the sum.spe- 
“#6 cified, in silver eoin. * Qn'the-22d of May, aman 
°*S mightchaye starved with a 100 millions.of paper 
“* iuny his, pocket.” “Stewarp’s Political Giconomy, 
Vol. 2. ps 164 
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what coin are you paid for-it? Jn 

one, kind or other, public or mime 
matter,which. These notes are. value Tes 
ceived to-day, and maybe worth. nothing 
to-morrow; literally nothing. — Bety 
the Property ‘Tax invading us on one 
aud the circulation of paper, not convert 
ble into speci¢,.on the other, does ay 
man kuow what he. is worth, or that bey 
worth any. thing? But the power of pari 
ment has interpased to protect the Bank 
of England from making good the funds. 
mental ¢onditions, on which they..on 
nally obtained, and,.until the year4797, 
their charter. I,kpow it. The legislat, 
acquits them of their ; daily promise, still 
expressed: in: their notes, to, pay so mg 


pounds sterling on demand; _ualess 


promise be performed - by the exchange of 
one piéce of paper for lie 

it is an act of power, which cannet be te. 
sisted. But is.itan act ofjustice? Is. the 
legislature of this country, or of any coup 
iry, competent to deprive a real creditor, 
who has Jent or sold a real property, of all 
remedy against the borrower. or the buyer, 
if he will not accept of ; an imaginary pay- 
ment in paper? If the, sovereignty. of go- 


‘verninent were vested in a siugle person, 


and the same act were done by that person, 
by .what. name should swe, describe him? 
But the nature of injustice is not altered, 
much less_is it mended, by the numbep 
who concur in it. This overflow of paper, § 
in universal circulation, has ,avother vey 
mischievous anduniyersal effect. It operates 
like, a tax, grinding the community, without 
benefit to government, by raising, the prise 
or, nominal value of every thing saleablem 
every transaction; between man and mat, 
I say you must stop the progress of these 
enormous.evils. In a considerable degree, 
they spring from one-cause, and they admit 
of but one remedy. Oblige the Bank-ol 
England to revert to. their principles, 
make good their charter, and to, pay. their 
promisory nates,in specie. I do not con 
fide in general descriptions of patioual 


prosperity. In spite, of all that can bes 


ted of a-rich flourishipg country, the, dit 
appearance of specie is a symptom of realde 
cay ;.and there is_a, second, full as formids 
ble,as the first. I mean the amount of fhe 
poor-rates. What are we to, think of, 

circumstances and - prospects of a He, 
kingdom, in which,six millions sterling # 
anaually. raised for, the. support_of the pooh 
who live .by contribution,: because! 


_} cannot subsist, as they ought to, do, 
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Jabour? Will no man look forward to the 
consequences? They are not far off. Will 
‘po man help to save the country? or is it 
to be admitted that, in this state of tlrings, 
" we have nothing to fear, but from the possi- 
hlesuccess of an impossible invasion? Ifftbe 
true, that we still have plenty of wealth, and 
abundance of resources, a renitdy for some 
of the evils I have stated, is now within 
teach, and ought to be applied. ~ Let the 
bank resume their payments in specie. The 
exportation of bullion is not wanted’on the 
Continent. We have no allies now, and I 


hopewe have no subsidies to pay. This single: 


act would correct many mischiefs, and stop 
many others ; and the moment is favour- 
able to'the attempt. If it be impractica- 
ble, the case is desperate, and we may as 
well shit‘our eyes to it. ‘This subject, sir, 
is not quite new to me in thought and spe- 
culation, though it is but lately that I have 
practically applied my mind to it. ‘The 
most active part of my life has been em- 
ployed in another department, in which I 
thought that my application and experience 
might have made me of some use. My 
right hon. friend (Mr. Fox) thinks other- 
wise, and accordingly he has dismissed and 
discarded me froin that occupation. 
to the present time however, his public 


venti repeated very lately in this 
ouse, would have supported any conclu- 
sion better than that, which he has drawn 


from them. ‘‘ You are the fittest man in 
the’ world, and therefore I have taken 
special care that you shall have nothing to 
‘do with India.” My auswer is that, if 
Tndia can do without me, I can do without 
India. My noble friend is now at the out- 
fet of a great career, in which he has alrea- 
dy gained applause. For his own sake then, 
and much more than for his own sake, for 
theservice of a country, that wants and 
cannot spare the service of such men, | 
conjure him to resolve to do right in the 
first instance, without regard to immediate 
obstacles. Acting resolutely on that prin- 
ciple, he will find his difficulties diminish 
ashe proceeds. If he takes another course, 
ifhe yields to the pretences of immediate 
facility or to the seduction of present con- 
venience, the real difficulties of his situation 
will increase and accumulate, until they 
Must be encountered, and cannot be over- 
tome. There is nothing so easy as the 
entrance into a labyrinth, and nothing so 
R, ficult as to find your way out of it, 
_ Mr. Secretary For began by saying, that 
on the subject of his hon, friend’s attention 
Vou, VI, 
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to the affairs of India, he could not be 
justly said to have deserted him, seeing 
that he had never given him any encou- 
ragement. He concurred in much of what 
had fallen from his hon. friends He was 
ready to admit that he thought the pros 
vision respecting the exemptions produc 
tive of many inconveniences; but if that 
was not now for the first time introdu- 
ced, but existed under the property tax 
act, it was not to be imputed toa defect 
in the system of his noble friend. ‘There 
were some small annuities, which would be 
exempted, and others which would be en- 
titled to an exemption only in parf. 
On examination, it would be found that 
the arrangement proposed was not $0 
very objectionable. For an illustration, 
he should consider only those who were- 
exempted altogether: a person, for in- 
stance, might be in possession of an ar 
nuity granted by a nobleman or gentlemah 
of fortune; it was only proposed that the 
amount of the duty should be deducted'in 
the first instance by the person who paid it, 
and the annuitant would afterwards be al. 
lowed the full benefit of the exemptions 
belonging to his condition’ ‘The provision 
only required that the grantors of the an- 
tuities, which most of the nobility er men 
of great property usually were, should keep 
back the amount of the duty. ‘The duke 
of Bedford and earl Spencer, as well as 
others, had many such annuities to pay. 
He had an opportunity of being acquainted 
with the -difficuldes that arose out of the 
manner of allowing the exemptions, from 
personal observations, and had stated the 
matter to the chancellor of the exchequer 
last year. It often happened, that poor 
persons, widows and others, possessed of 
small annuities, being entitled to exemp- 
tions, had to incur much trouble and ex- 
pence in procuring their exemptions, He 
should abstain, however, from pursuing 
this subject further. His noble friend, he 
was sure, would give the subject his whole 
attention, and provide a remedy. It was 
a subject which, in a great measure, belong- 
ed to the consideration of the bill in detail. 
And when that subject should be under 
discussion, no gentleman could confer a 
greater or more essential’ benefit on’ his 
country than by attending and giving the 
aid of his advice, in order to‘render the 
exemptions as little liable to trouble or 
expence as possible.—The next thing his 
hon. friend had touched upon was the 
unfunded debt. The first impression on 
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his own mind had been the same as 
that of his hon. friend; but first impres- 
sions were often wrong. At first view it 
would appear extraordinary that an income 
of a million should be exempt from the 
tax. But on consideration he thought the 
unfunded debt might be exempted from the 
tax without inconvenience or loss. Lxche- 
quer bills were liable to be at a discguut or 
premium. Their being exempt from the 
tax, of course was productive of an advan- 
tage to the public, as the government could 
“dispose of them at a higher rate. Ilis 
first view had leaned to the opiuion enter- 
tained by the bon. gent., but on consulting 
with persons better acquainted with the sub- 
ject, he was convinced that exchequer 
bills might be exempted from the tax, 
without any inconvenience or Joss.—The 
next subject alluded to by the hon. gent., 
was one of the highest importance, namely, 
the Sinking Fund. His hon. friend had said, 
that all ministers were fond of it. It was 
well known to his hon. friend, however, 
that ever since its first establishment, he 
had been a friend to.it. As to the merit of 
the measure, God forbid! that be should 
dispute it with any man. When it was. con- 
sidered what vast additions had then re- 
cently been made to the public debt ;, it 
would not be doubted that any administra- 
tion must, after the American war, have 
resorted to some such system. But when 
a man had done a thing, and done it well, 
he ought to be allowed, for he was justly 
entitled to, his full praise for having so done. 
The hon. gent. had said that the only effect 
of the Sinking Fund had been to keep the 3 
per cents at 60; and if it had done no 
more, that was an essential advantage ; . it 
kept up credit, diminished taxation, and 
lightened the burthens on the people. Be- 
sides, whatever kept down the interest of 
money, must, in a commercial nation, be 
of infinite service. The hon. gent. would 
he sensible of this from a little reflection. 
It was a matter of calculation, and might 
easily be brought to the result. If he were 
to take into his consideration the vast loans 
that had been negociated during the last 
war, and reflect what would have been the 
value.of the 3 per cents. without a Sink- 
ing Fund, he would be sensible of this. 
Without a Sinking Fund they would have 
been down at 50, or suppose that too low, 
at 54 or 55; and on such enormous loans, 
what. would have been lost both in capital 
aud interest to the public? He was aware 
that many great and able persons differed 
‘Ghe 
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with him on this subject, but whatever te 
spect he might have for their Opinions, they 
had neither convinced him nor excited 

doubt in his mind.—In the latter part of 
his speech, his hon. friend bad touched up, 
on a most important subject, which it wa 
not then a proper time to diseuss. It might 
and would, however,: hereafter be a fit 
subject for consideration. He was certaip 
that the right hon. geut. who establisheg 
this system, had some such period in his 
contemplation at some future day. Whilst 
in a state of war, the subject could not 
well be discussed by them. When the 
country should be in a situation of greater 
prosperity, in the enjoyment of peace, if 
might be proper, on a consideration of the 
state of the debt, of the amount of the 
Sinking Fund, and of the other cireumstane 
ces of the country, to fix some limit; af 
ter which, the progress of the fund should 
be applied to the reduction of the public 
burthens. Another argument of his hon, 
friend, which was not distinguished for his 
usual accuracy, was, that a part of the sinke 
ing fund might be applied to the seryicg 
of the present year, .Why, he argued, 
should the fund be continued at 8 millions, 
when at 7 anillions it would and had before 
kept the 3 per cents’ at 607? - But, was the 
debt the same at the time when the fund 
at 7 millions kept the 3 per ceuts at.60? 
It was his opinion that if any part of the 
Sinking Fund should be diverted. from ity 
present application, the 3 per cents could 
not. be kept up to their present value. In 
general the house was disposed to mdulgein 
great exultation when on the subject of our 
finances. For his own part, he was not 
disposed to give way to such feelings, He 
was sensible that our situation was one of 
great dilficulty. They were in a situation 
to suffer heavy burthens theimselves, andto 
impose them upon others. As to what his 
hon. friend had said about the provision 
for the poor, he thought it a subject deser 
ving of investigation. That provision Wm 
a proof that there was something wrong if 
the system, that every thing was not exach 
ly square, but did not warrant the deduc 
tion of the hon. gent. As to the remedy 
poised out by his hon. friend, he perlech 
y agreed with him in his views on that sub 
ject, except that he did not think it the 
only remedy. He could see no reason By: 


He knew not what was intended on th 
head, ‘but he must hear much stronger a 
guments than he had ever before heard, # 





; 
’ 





the issues in specie should not be resume § 













his opinion would remain unaltered. He 
had thus gone through all the general topics 
touched upon by his hon. friend. As to 
what he bad stated with respect to the pro- 

rty tax, he should only say, that his own 
great objection, and one which he had last 
year urged, was against the gradual increase 
of it. He thought it far better, that at the 
eommencement of a war it should be car- 
ried to the full amount to which it would 
be necessary to carry it, than to increase it 


gradually. Ashe was on the subject of 


the war taxes, he should add, that the pre- 
sent administration found the system iu ef- 
fect, It would be madness in them to over- 
turn it. Jt was his favourite plan, that at 
the commencement of a war, whatever 
war taxes should be thought necessary or 
desirable in the circumstances of the coun- 
try, should be imposed at once for 4 or 5 
years, to ascertain their operation, and not 
be raised from year to year. In this view 
the property tax now proposed had his com- 
plete approbation. The country wanted 
large taxes, He should not enter into the ge- 
neral merits of the budget, though he be- 
lieved the taxes proposed by lis noble friend 
were liable to as little objection as any 
other, He was sure his noble friend was 
entitled to his gratitude, and that of the 
country, for having undertaken the ar- 
duous duties of the office he filled under 
such circumstances of difliculty; and, 
though he assumed the office at such an 
age, what passed on a former night shewed, 
that he had not accepted of a situation to 
which be was not fully competent, 

Mr, Francis.—My right hon. friend has 
bee pleased to say, that, on the subject 
of my attention to the government of India 
and the affairs of the India company, he 
could not be justly said to have deserted 
me, because he never gave me any encou- 
ragement, I suppose he means that, being 
tired of the’subject himself, at which I am 
not at all surprised, since no man eould 
bemore weary of it than myself, he thought 
it right to discourage his friends from per- 
severing in that duty. ‘This language, from 
any other person, would have more the ap- 
pearance of a charge than a defence. He 
might possibly find motives for withdraw- 
lg from these discussions himself. Of that 
he is the best judge. But I defy him to 
state a reason, that will acquit him of all 
blame, for discouraging others, as he says, 
from giving their attention to so great a 
national concern as the government of In- 
dia. Does he seriously mean that the si- 
tuation of India ought to have been totally 
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neglected, and by those particularly, who 
were best acquainted with it? For that pur- 
pose, the example was quite enongh with- 
out the precept. But it seems he gave me 
no previous encouragement. Very true, 
within the last twelve months. But, even 
in that period, has he given me no subse- 
quent approbation? And what is approba- 
tion of an act done, or of a course adopted, 
but an encouragement to proceed in it? lam 
not qualified to argue with him about dis- 
tinctions, which neither of us understand, 
[ adhere to his approbation, which I am 
sure he is too liberal and too honest to re- 
tract. On the'17th of January he told me 
in his own house and of his own accord, 
that he had now deliberately read my 
speech of the 5th of April 1805, with the 
same satisfaction, with which he heard it 
spoken, almost word for word as it is print- 
ed; that it was convincing and unanswer- 
able, and that there could be no reply to 
it. My right hon. friend is not apt to give 
such comniendation lightly. About the 
applause of such a man, if he were only 
my judge and not my friend, I cannot be 
indifferent. His praise is not only a re- 
ward, but a powerful incentive too to con- 
tinue to deserve it. 

Mr. For declared, with uncommon em- 
phasis, that what his hon, friend had stated 
of his opinion of the speech of his hon. 
friend, was strictly true; that he adhered 
to it still, and never would he retract one 
word of it. 

Mr. Huskisson did not think the advan- 
tageous bargains that’ were now made for 
loans ought to be attributed altogether to 
the sinking fund, but ratherto the systemof 
raising a great part of the supplies within 
the year. In the year 1798, the rapid ac- 
cumulation of the public debt from the ex- 
pences of the last war, rendered it neces- 
sary to act upon that wise and patriotic 
principle. In the year before that, a small 
loan could not be had on any better terms 
than an interest of 6/7. 16s, 6d. though the 
sinking fund had been in operation long 
before that time, The sinking fund added 
1 -per cent. to the capital of the debt; but 
it had not then the effect the hon. gent. 
imputed to it, of keeping the stocks at 60. 
That public benefit was therefore to be im- 
puted, in a great measure, to the system of 
raising so much of the supplies within the 
year.—-With respect to the supposition that 
the interest on exchequer bills. was’ not 
made productive to the property tax, he 
had to observe, that above half the out- 
standing exchequer bills were held by the 
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bank, much to the public advantage, and 
of course did not escape the tax. The 
statement of an arrear of 5,800,000/. re- 
maining from the last year had made an 
impression, as if. the Ways and Means 
voted for that year had fallen unaccounta- 
bly short, or the expences had far exceed- 
ed the estimates; as if his late right hon. 
friend had shrunk from his duty, either in 
concealing the extent and amount of the 
services, or in exaggerating the probable 
produce of the public income. The defi- 
ciency in the land and malt was a regular 
and annual thing ever since the land and 
malt duty. had been voted; therefore it 
was not to be charged as an unaccountable 
arrear in the estimates of the last year. 
The extra charge for ordnance was also an 
annual thing; the deficiency under this 
head in the last year, though so much as 
561,000/., was shoit of the average defici- 
ency. The amount of this deficiency in 
the preceding year was 693,000/, It was 
probable a deficiency to the same extent 
would occur at the close of this year, 
and the noble lord would do well to 
prepare himself to expect; it. It would 
have been more correct, to have stated the 
charges which had been inaccurately, he 
was sure not iuvidiously, described as ar- 
rears, rather as extraordinary charges, not 
likely to occur again.. Such was the mil- 
Jion to the East-India Company: such the 
provision for lord Nelson’s family, an in- 
stance similar to which had occurred but 
once in the last century; such was the 
remuneration for the loss of the ships 
taken in the battle of Trafalgar, in which 
every one would readily concur.—Next, as 
to the subsidy. The statement of the no- 
ble lord, in speaking of the million requi- 
red by him for this head of service, gave it 
to be understood, that the 3,500,000/. 
voted for the service, had been previously 
expended. The fact was, however, that 
‘there was on the 5th of Jan, last, 1,080,600/, 
of this sum in the exchequer, 500,000/. 
untouched at Malta, and 200,000/. at 
flamburgh. And though 1,000,000/. of 
avhat was in the exchequer had been since 
appropriated to navy services in the early 
part of this year, it was not right to de- 
snand a fresh million without an explana- 
tion, as if the original grant had been ex- 
pended under its proper head in the last 
year, The only case jn which it could be 
charged, was the falling off of the consoe 
lidated fund, But it was probable, from 


the receipts of this quarter, that the surplus’ 
of 4,090,C00/, would be realized, The Jat. 
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ter, which had been calculated at 300,000), 
had produced 380,000/. It would teng 
much to give a fair view of the grants and 
expenditure of each year, if the accounty 
of both were made up to the same per 
and the balances on hand carried to the 
credit of the next year, and the outstang, 
ing demands to the charge. At present 
the year of service ended on the 5th of Jan, 
and the year of receipt on the Sth of April 
following. He supposed this practice had 
originated in some years of great charge, 
when it was an object to have five quartey 
of reeeipt to meet the form of expenditures 
but in fairness. both ought,to be reduced 
within the same limits, and he meant short. 
ly to submit to the house some resol 
tions to that effect. The grants now voted 
were large; they were for the service of g 
whole year, and a great part of that yeap 
had already elapsed, and the charges in. 
cumbent on it had been in many respects 
defrayed. Without entitling the present 
administration to much credit for the eco 
nomy of which they boasted, the grants 
now passed ought, under these circums 
stances, to carry them far into the next 
year. Ile had offered these observations 
not with a view to oppose the noble lords 
propositions, but to do away a wrong im 
pression with respect to his late right bon, 
friend, the noble lord’s predecessor. He 
complimented the noble lord on the vigour 
with which he called forth the energies and 
resources of the country, at a period 1 
quiring so much exertion. He congratte 
lated the country on its resources being 
such as to preclude every idea of com. 
promising its honour for a false and pres 
carious security. We should not, he'said, 
trust for our security to any thing but our 
own strength and our firmness, never build 
ing on that delusive forbearance, to reckon 
upon which was a confession of weakness, 
and to that foolish confidence, in which too 
many of the once independent nationsol 
the Continent had fallen victims. 

Lord Henry Petty said, he had not 
described the deficiency it was necessaly 
now to provide for, as having occurred last 
year, but as being to be provided for at the 
end of the last year. He was. sorryhe 
had not been in the house on Saturtlay, 
when some discussion arose on this poll 
He had hoped that the explanation given 
that day, and the time afforded for reflets 
tion since, would have prevented the sub: 
ject from being renewed on Monday, i 
he had ‘meunt to make a matter of charge 





of this arrear, he would not have enulnea 


a Oe ae ae ee ee ee ae ee Se le 








[616 


, 000, 
| tend 
ts and 
county 
de 

to the 
Stands 
resent 
of Jan, 
- April 
ce had 
harge, 
lartens 
liturey 
sduced 
short. 
resOlits 
Y voted 
ce of a 
at year 
ges ite 
espects 
yresent, 
Ne CO 
grants 
ircums 
€ next 
vations 
> lord’s 
yng im- 
it hon,, 
r. He 
vigour 
les and 
10d Te 
ngratus 
$ being 
f com. 
1d pres 
1° said, 
but our 
r builds 
reckon 
akness, 
ich too 
tions of 






id not 
cessary 
red last 
r at the 
orry he 
turday, 
} point, 
n given 
r reflec 
he sub- 
lay. Hi 
f charge 
enulnes 





617} 


pad arisen: he would have brought it for- 





‘ jntroduced the 





sated the items of it, nor explained how it 


ward in the aggregate, and included in it, 
as he might have done, much of the char- 
es he had comprehended in the Unfunded 
Debt. He should state the arrears of 

nts for the service of the last year re- 
maining on hand, 5th Jan. this year, and 
the demands outstanding against them, 
and in doing so he should still think him- 
self justified in what he had said ona for- 
mer night with respect to the treaties. 
He might even have put that in a stronger 
point.of view, for the calculation was made 
in the prospect of success, and the provi- 
sion which was not more than sufficient in 
the event of total failure, must have fallen 
far short in the event of the expected suc- 
cess. He then summed up the balances 
of grants on hand, on 5th Jan. which 
amounted to 2,655,803/. ; and the demands 
outstanding against them, which amounted 
to 7,449,400/. being an -excess of demand 
of 4,793,597/. He had merely stated, 
that. these demands were outstanding, and 
to be provided for, The right hon. gent. 
who had preceded him, would have felt it 
his duty to act in the same way, under the 
same circumstances. If arrears were to be. 
provided for, he would hfive felt the pro- 
priety of stating them to the house, as he 
had done; explaining the nature of them; 


and shewing, that they were not likely to: 
recur again, The hon. gent, expressed a 


hope that the grants now proposed would, 
with the economy proposed. by his majes- 
ty’s present ministers, cover the expences 
for a long period. He joined. the hon. 
gent. in that hope; but he had to observe, 
that the estimates now brought. forward 
were principally such as had been found in 
the offices. The late chancellor of the ex- 
chequer had introduced the system of war 
taxes with great effect; but like every thing 
else, this system was less perfect in the be- 
ginning. Now the tax was made to bear 
on double the number of persons; not poor 
persons, but persons well able to pay, but 
whom it had been in vain attempted to 
charge under the present acts. He owed 
itto the noble lord (Sidmouth) who had 
property tax, fo Say, 
that he had revived this great source 
of revenue after it had been abso- 
lutely worn out. The income tax had 


been mortgaged for 11 years to pay the 


interest of debts contracted during the late 
war, The noble lord had transferred these 
Mortgages, and the tax on property was 
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at the commencement of the present war. 
The only: alteration that. was made now, 
was to remove the great difficulty that was 
created by the exemptions, and to allow the 
commissioners the proper means to make 
the tax productive. It was an object equals 
ly attended to, to afford the relief formerly 
granted by the exemptions with the great- 
est possible care and convenience. 
small annuitants who were the first objects 
of this care, would have only to go before 
the next magistrate, and exhibit their 
proofs; the magistrate would immediately 
grant the certificate, on the transmission 
of which the commissioners would imme- 
diately refund. Small tradesmen would be 
considered in the next degree to small an- 
nuitants; all those who had least means of 
repairing any loss, would be the first con-. 
sidered.—With respect to the observations 
of his hon. friend on the restriction of the 
cash payments at the bank, he agreed that 
things could not be said to be-in their 
proper situation as long as that restric 
tion continued : 
very different from that of France at the 
time of the Mississippi scheme. 
spect to the Bank Restrictions, said the no~ 
ble lord, I perfectly agree with my hon, 
friend, that they should not be continued 
longer than necessity requires, and that 
their removal should be constantly held in 
view, 
this subject, received any pledge from his 
majesty’s ministers; and I must own that 
their resuming their payments in specie 
would give myself, for one, a more cheers 
ing idea of the increasing prosperity. of the 
country. 


The 


but’ our situation was 


With re~ 


The Bank directors have not, on 


With respect, however, to the 
sinking fund, I cannot agree with my hon. 
friend; and the- very argument which. he 
has held against it is, with me, the strong- 
est in its favour. If its effect be to keep 
the 3 per cent. consols at 60, surely this is 
a positive advantage to the public, and in 
more ways than one, It keeps down thé 
interest of money, enables governinent to 
make loans on more advantageous terms, 
and supports that confidence and- credit 
which is so essential to the well-being of 
this great commercial nation, My- bom, 
friend asks, why not apply-it to the dimi~ 
nution of the burthens of the people? I will 
give him an explicit answer. It is: for the 


same reason that I-would not expend. 

capital on my subsistence. In the one casa 
as in the other, I would look forward to 
the enjoyment of the same supply, and the 
same support, 20 or 30 years hence. [als 
low that there is.a relatave proportion be~« 
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tween the sinking fund and the national 
debt, which it may be useful not to go be- 
yond; and this the right hon. founder of 
it, I believe, had in contemplation; but 
it will be some time before that proportion 
ean be established, at least while we con- 
tinue under the necessity of being so fre- 
quently at war. The sinking fund I re- 
gard asa pledge of public faith, which ought 
to remain untouched, and almost unlook- 
ed at, and kept sacred for*that single pur- 
pose for which it was originally instituted, 
It is this eminent-regard to principle, which 
has always upheld the character and the 
power of this nation, and will long conti- 
nue to uphold them. I have to regret that, 
notwithstanding every exertion that can be 
made, the taxes must inevitably fall heavy 
on some parts: of the community. All that 
I can promise, for myself, is, that I shall, in 
one respect at least, follow the advice of my 
hon. friend, of listening to all quarters and 
to all persons, and particularly to one so 
respectable as my hon. friend himself, 
Lord Castlereagh rose and spoke as fol- 
lows :—Sir; Iam desirous, on the present oc- 
casion, of troubling the house with some ge- 
neral observations on the financial arrange- 
ments for the year. Approving as I do of 
the. principle upon which the noble lord 
has framed his budget, namely, that ‘of 
making an effort to raise a further propor- 
tion of the supplies within the year, aud not 
seeing any prominent grounds of objection 
to the particular taxes he has proposed, | 
have been solicitous to reserve any points 
of difference tilla later stage, when | might 
state what occurred to me more parti- 
cularly, in objection to the very unusual 
course parliament has been called on to 
adopt on the present occasion, viz. that of 
/ determining on the ways’and means for 
the year before the army has been voted ; 
Iam not wishing to interrupt the unanimity 
which it is my wish should prevail on the 
main question.——So far as this manly and 
» wise policy, which the noble lord has acted 
upon, can-carry with it any degree of im- 
popularity, I. shall be most ready to 
ghare it with him, and deem it due to 
him distinctly to express my persuasion 
that, had the late government continued 
in offite,. the people would have been 
called on to submitto burthens of equal 
magnitude.—Before I proceed to the poiit 
to which I principally rose to advert, I 
must. shortly! take notice of what has this 
night fallen from the noble lord, imputing 
to my Jate right:hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) the 
not having made.an adequate provision, in 
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the course of the last year, for the publ 
expenditure ; the noble lord having to-tight 
disclaimed any intention of Charging, ay 
matter of blame to the right hon. the chap. 
cellor of the exchequer, the not having pr, 
vided in the ways and means of last. Year 
for the 5,800,000/. which in his first state, 
ment his lordship denominated as arrears; 
and my right hon. friend (Mr. Huskissoy) 
having clearly explained to the house, tha 
this sum consisted entirely either of tem 
porary and incidental charges, totally op 
connected with the service of last year, or 
of charges the provision for which by the 
constant practice of parliament oughtt 
be made in the present and not in the past 
year, I have nothing further to add og 
that subject, the apparently injurious ten 
dency of the statement having been sufi. 
ciently explained and disavowed.—It ig 
only now negessary td” notice the chang 
made by the noble lord on ‘this night, 
which appears to me not less unfounded, 
though deliberately brought forward.. He 
has attempted to found a similar charge of 
defective provision, by comparing the u- 
expended grants of last year with the de 
mands outstanding and unprovided for on 
the 5th Jan. 1806. In stating theune 
pended grants, he has undervalued, I appre. 
hend, the amount, by not giving credit for 
890,000/, under the head of army in Ireland, 
and 500,000/. under that of vote of credit, 
transiers to navy, and other items, which 
will carry the remains unexpended of last 
year considerably above 3,000,000/., against 
which J am not aware of any charge which 
can be considered in fairness as a set-of, 
except the arrears of subsidy of 1,000,900, 
—The noble Jord’s demands outstanding 
are composed of claims not demandable, 
and which could not be paid if. the funds 
were forthcoming, viz. of an increase of 
2,000,000/. navy debt, being wages, & 
owing to the crews ofships on foreign stm 
vice; a description of demand whieh mast 
accumulate during a war. ‘The remainder 
are’ demands under the head of army one 
nance, and barracks, preferred, but not et 
amined or allowed, and consequently not 
in a state for liquidation. It is obviols 
that claims of this description, varying il 
amount, must remain a floating charge trom 
one year to another. It never has been, # 
ought to be the practice of parliament, @ 
provide for demands in this shape where 
there was no special ground to suppow 
that payment could be made on them 
within the year. The provision has always 
been framed upon an estimate of, the pi 
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pable charge, strictly so called, of each 
year respectively ; and the funds of the year 
‘have been applied to defray such charges 
of the Jast, as could not come into a course 
of payment tillthecurrent year, leaving the 
corresponding demands to be issued in the 
‘following year.—The noble lord has chosen 
to. make his attack on grounds which will 
farnish the same means of convicting himself, 
and hereafter indeed every past or future 
-chancellor of the exchequer who does not 
think fit to waste the public money by 
raising a larger amount within the year 
than can possibly be applied.—I shall close 
this part of the subject by observing, that 
the ways and means of last year unexpen- 
ded, will, I am persuaded, be found very 
largely to exceed any, demands that cap 
fairly be set against them; aud I therefore 
hope the noble lord will be prepared in a 
future year to distinguish the actual amount 


from what he now raises, and account for}: 


the whole, before he takes credit fot any 
peculiar economy, if it should be found 
that a large sum remains unexpended at 
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pressed in the title of it,:to: find out 
modes of raising the supply which the 
house, upon resolutions reported from 
the Committee of Supply, and agreed to, 
have granted to his majesty; and: the 
first consideration attending this pro- 
ceeding is, that the money proposed to 
be raised upon the subject by loans or 
taxes, or any other mode, should not 
exceed the sum already granted in the 
Committee of Supply. Jt is for this 
reason incumbent upon the chancellor 
of the exchequer, or whatever member 
of the house of commons proposes the 
ways and means for raising money for 
the service of the current year, toexplain 
and shew to the house, by a detail of the 
sums granted for the several services, 
that the amount of those sums will bea 
sufficient justification in point of quan- 
tity, to the committee of ways and means, 
to adopt such measures and impose such 
taxes, as shall be then recommended to 
them ; and this proceeding (arising out 
of that regard and attention which the 


house of commons ought at all times.to 

shew towards the people, that the bur- 
‘ thens imposed upon them may not be 
‘¢ larger than the public exigencies require} 
** ought jor this. reason, if for.noiother, 
‘“* to be most strictly adhered to.”—~Such 
being indisputably the true principle, am 
not one of those who will ever contend, that 
what was meant»as.a protection and secu: 
rity for the-people, shall be rendered pre- 
judicial to their interests by its unqualified 
and strict application in allcases. Iam 
ready to admit that a rigid: adherence to 
this principle has not: and; cannot in all 
cases be observed; but. what I do contend 
isy that a departure from it to the extent 
now proposed, and upon no assigned ground 
whatever, cannot possibly be justified. The 
surplus of the consolidated fund, whichit is 
the policy of parliament, for many reasons, 
to uphold, is a small departure from the 
strictuess of the principle. The imposing 
war taxesto the amount hitherto of four- 
teen and now of twenty. millions annual 
produce, is certainly a greater ; but still this 
is keeping largely within the obvious and 
necessary expenditure of the year, and is 
adopted upon distinct crnsideration of 
the wisest policy.—Bt when the noble 
lord proceeds to raise the entire residue of 
the funds for the year, before the house has 
determined on the amount of the army} 
when we are called upon to assume thas 
what is now to be eatirely new-modelled 


the close of the year.—I, shall now, pro- 
ceed to state my objections to the course of 
our proceedings, not with any view to im- 
pede. the. grants in progress, but to take 
such notice of what appears to me to bea 
serious departure from the constitutional 
practice of parliament. upon no case of ne- 
cessity or adequate expediency first stated 
tothe house, as may protect us hereafter 
against the repetition of so injurious a pro- 
ceeding. —The noble lord has endeavoured 
to contend, that, provided money raised 
upon the subject does not pass from under 
the controul of this house, and provided 
the votes in appropriation of such monies 
to particular services do not exceed the 
quantum, of supply previously voted by the 
house, every requisite principle is satisfied. 
In this’. must differ from the noble lord. 
There are two: principles in themselves 
perfectly distintt; the one, that the. public 
money shall not be applied. without the 
express consent of parliament; the other, 
| that parliament shall not burthen the peo- 
ple unnecessarily, and consequently shall 
neither by loans or taxes, impose burthens 
ina committee of ways aud means till the 
necessity for them has been ascertained by 
previous votes in the committee of supply. 
—In support of this doctrine, founded equal- 
y in good sense as in parliamentary usage, 
I beg to read to the house the opinion of 
Mr. Hatsell:—* The object of the com- 
“mittee of ways and means is, as is ex- 
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is to. cost neither more nor less than the 
‘exploded and condemned army of last year, 
and this upon the mere personal dictum of 
the chancellor of the exchequer, without 
even- an estimate or account being laid on 
the table, it must be admitted that we.are 
surrendering our judgment, and proceeding 
merely upon confidence : the possible incon- 
veniences are obvious ; supposing the noble 
lord should have ‘taken 5 millions more 
than the house may hereafter think fit to 
‘wote in supply, the people are in so much 
unnecessarily burthened. Supposing he 
should have taken 5 millions less than, in 
the view of parliament, the public exigen- 


cies may require, can he, after having made. 


his loan and taught the contractors to ex- 


pect, if not given.them a pledge, that no! 


more money would be raised, provide the 
necessary means with the same convenience 
and advantage to the public? ‘The noble 
lord not having offered a single observation 
to the house to justify this proceeding even 
on grounds of expediency, I can only state, 
that those which obviously suggest them- 
-gelves as having occasioned it, are not in 
amy judgment, as at present informed, satis- 
factory ; “and first, the delay of the right 
hon. gent.’s plan for the reform of the ar- 
my. It.will be for us hereafter to judge 
how far this mighty change, which is to throw 
our financial as well as military system out 
of its course, was called for either by the de- 
fects of the existing system, or the merits 
of that which is to succeed it.—The other 
explanation which occurs is, the possible 
wants of the treasury as necessitating this 
early loan, on the policy of contracting for 
which at the precise period it took place, 
I shall feel it my duty to state some doubts. 
How long the exchequer could have car- 
ried on the: public service without this aid, 
it is not possible for me with precision to 
judge ; but.I have the noble lord’s own au- 
thority for supposing that no money was 
wanting sooner than the 18th of April, 
that-being the day on which 1 understand 
he at first stated to the contractors, that 
he should be satisfied to receive the first 
‘instalment. Having determined to make 
bis bargain on the 80th March, and having 
declared to parliament his purpose of open- 
ing his budget on that day, upon learning 
from the contractors: what’ was in itself 
pretty obvious, that this long interval, whol- 
dy unexampled in contracts for loans, was 
. extremely objectionable to them, as leaving 
them altogether at the mercy of their sub- 
scribers,-in.case of any intermediate fall in 
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the market, his lordship was obliged’ 
change his-plan and take the first payineg 
on the 6th April when the market is pecn 
liarly unfavourable for such an operation, 
The bargain made is’ certainly in itself jg 
advantageous one, generally speaking, fg 
the public ; but as terms are relatively g 
or bad, I am not prepared to say that some 
what better terms might not have’ bee 
obtained, if this first instalment of 2,000,009 
bad been to be paid in at the time the nok 
lord first intended, and subsequent to th 
April dividends amounting to 6,000,000), 
had found their way into circulationa] 
am sure, if either by accelerating the ésfj 
mates for the army, or postponing the ine 
king the loan, the business could have bes 
conducted ‘in ‘its usual course, the hou 
ought to have been saved from the painfil 
dilemma in which’it is now placed, @ 
either appearing to impede the  provisio 
for the public service, or adopting, for the 
first time since the revolution, a courséof 
proceeding in breach of the most iniportant 
maxims of parliamentary practice; fora. 
though the house has frequently permitted 
the chancellor of the exchequer to provide 
for probable expenditure not admitting of 
precise estimate, such as army extradrdi- 
naries and subsidies, though not previously 
voted in the Committee’ of Supply, they 
never did deliberately before acquiesce’, 
his providing for the army at large before 
the estimates were considered and votedin 
the committee of supply; and I trust Phave 
stated enough to the house to protects 
against a recurrence to such practices iti fi- 
ture. Before I sit down, J cannot’ avoid 
shortly adverting to the gloomy pictite 
drawn by an hon. gent. (Mr. Francis) eitly 
in the debate, of the declining and imp 
verished State of the country. Tam per 
fectly ready to admit that the people ae 
necessarily called upon to submit to-heay 
burthens, but I can by no means subserite 
to his opinion that they seem likely to sith 
under them. The hon, gent. has had 
course to the poor-laws, and the suti ar 
nually applied to this purpose, as a proofd 
our poverty. It is rather a singular moded 
proving his proposition, to refer to a syste 
which has grown out of the affluence atl 
hberality of the nation, and which, bowevet 
liable to abuse, is generally corisidered# 
justifying a very different conclusion, 
stating the increase of this charge, he see 
to forget, that without any increase 10% 
proportion of the poor receiving relief te 
the other part of the community, they 
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inetease” ih number ‘as the population ad- 
yancesjiand the charge of relieving the 
sai number of poor must also increase in 
proportion ‘as all the'articles of! food, &c. 
advance’ in ptice.—TI certainly do not deny 
that’ the pressure of taxes is severe, but I 
doassert that it is not such as to check’ or 
disturb“in'any respect the industry, and 
consequently the prosperity of the country. 
—If the'hon. gent. wishes to know what 
av impoverished and declining country is, 
let’him refer back to the’ period when my 
late right: hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) first took 
charge’ of’ the finances of the country in 
1784, The’ manufactares ‘and commerce 
declining in proportion as burthens were 
imposed, even new taxes counteracting 
thosé’in existence, and the whole falling 
short'in produce of what they were taken 
at, and-with difficulty providing for’ the 
inent' charge of the debt.—We now 

find; notwithstanding the taxes are since‘ 
inoveased so much’ in amount, that both 
the old and new duties ate increasing every 
fin amount, that ‘hardly a tax has been 
iid'which has not excéeded the estimate 
of its‘ produce, and the documents before 
parliament indisputably’ prove, that our} 
agricultare, manufactures, and commerce 
até’ extending themselves rapidly even ‘in 
the’ midst of war.—We have also in later 
years’ been able to adopt the salutary prin- 
ciple of raising a large ptoportion of our 


taxes now proposed) to an extent nearly of 
ote half of our war expenditure; an effort 
which could only be made by a couutry 
both highly affluent and prosperous, whilst 
the sinking’ fund, already amounting ‘to 
about eight millions 4 year, gives us-every 
reason to hope that the monient is not far 
distant'when the comparatively small in- 
crease of debt which now takes place may’ 
be prevented even iu war, and its rapid 
liquidation lookéd to with confidence on 
the return. of peace.—The ‘noble lord well 
described the value of this institution to 
thepublic’on a former flight, by stating it as 
his persuasion, thaty had the sinking fund 
on its present principles not been establish- 
ed in'1786, we must ever since have made 
odr loatis on’ terms so | ruinous as to‘have’ 
incutred/an atinaal charge for interest alone 
fully equal'to what now covers both the inte- 
rést. and sinking fand of the publiedebt. It 
may therefore be fairly said, that a perpetual 
annuity of § millions a year has been thereby 
saved to the natiori, which after liquidating 
the principal is revertible to themi-—The 

Von, VI. 


justice and gratitude ‘of parliament have left: 
nothing to his friends to desire‘on this head, 
but surely'a prouder mofument was never’ 
raised by the wisdom and exertions of an 
individual to his own fame, than ‘this single’ 
measure, established and invidlably adhered 
to through times of the utmost difficulty.— 
Can it, then; be'said that the country does 
not exhibit at this momeut the most con- 
vincing signs of wealth * and’ prosperity ? 
If the people are’ heavily burthened; ‘ they 
bear it with fortitude and good will, because 
they feel it is the necessary consequence of 
the efforts which they are called upon to 
make for their owrpresérvation against the 
@mmon enemy. Hekvy'as the pressure is, 
can the hon. gent. recollect any’ period’ in’ 
the history of the country when discontent 
was less apparent, or when the nation sub- 
mitted with more marks ‘of’ manliness and 
even satisfaction to every'sacrifice the pub- 
lic'exigency has‘imposed? ‘NéVer did any’ 
ministers ‘succeed ‘to a goverament when 
that greatest of’ all resources and support, 
pamely the public mind, was in a more 
happy tempér to’ aid thein in surmounting 
the difficulties with which they have to con- 
tend ; never did any ministers find the coun- 
try on their coming into office more traly 
prosperous, its revenue more ‘productive, 
or its credit higher. That such was the 
state of the navy I am‘ sure they will’ not 
deny, and I shall be prepared to maintain, 
when that subject comes regularly irito dis- 
cussion, thatthe same‘may ‘be asserted 
with not less truth with eee the army.’ 
Finding all the main features of our national 
strength thus. vigorous atid entire, I trust 
they will continue to administer them upon 
those principles by which they have been 
hitherto preserved, improved, and upheld. 
The noble lord has donehimself honour by 
the course he has pursued in his present 
budget. The despondéncy of the hon. pent. 
will not, I trast, discourage him from con= 
tinuing to' tread in the path which his —pré= 
decessor has'marked out for him. So long 
as he perseveres in doing’ so, and’as it shall 
be the principle of the government to main- 
tain with: firminess that system upon which 
jtheirpredecessors have acted, tlhe noble lord 
will hud'me anxious: to'smooth his difficul- 
ties arid: to afford him ‘ty cordial Support.’ | 
Mr. Vansittart observed, that the gene+ 
ral‘approbation ‘of ‘the plan’ of taxation of 
his noble‘ friend rendered it unnecessary to 
say much'on the outline of it ; acd it must 
meet the particular approbation of thosé 
who admired the system of the late right 
Ss 
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hon. .chancellor of the. exchequer, inas- 
much as it was following up his system’ of 
war taxes—-a character for whom he had 
the highest respect, and whose loss: he, 
in common with the house, deplored. He 
admitted, also, the high authority of Mr«, 
Hatsell,, whose book had been quoted by 
the noble Jord on. the other side of the 
house, the effect. of which was, that the 
Ways and Means should never exceed the 
supply., That was perfectly. constitutional 
doctrine. But; the answer, tojthe nobleylord 
who had made that quotation, from ;that 
most. undoubted constitutional authority, 
“was, that, in this.case, the Ways and Means 
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means of the year ; because he had Propo. 
sed the ways and means before the amount 
of the supplies were known, which ‘Must, 
be the case until it was known what our ars 
my;was to be. It was said, that the pros 
duce of the war taxes were so appropriated, 
that they could not be diverted from their 
intended purpose ; but it was not. so in 
point of fact; for as to appropriation, the. 
moment these taxes were voted, they were 
as much under the will of the lords ‘of the 
treasury, and at their command, as’ any 
other sum of money voted by. parliament 
for the public service ; and therefore this 


already voted did not amount to the supplies§ measure, as far as it went, was a direct vios 


by several, millions, when the matter came 
properly to be, explained, in aconstitution- 
al sense; because noue.could be called tax- 
es, among the, ways and means, until they 
were, appropriated by. parliament; and in 
that sense the supplies already , voted ex-, 
ceeded the, ways.,and means, by several, 
millions, .As_ to, voting, the ways. and 
means before the army was voted, it, must 
be recollected, that we had. an army esti- 
mate already vated, for 5.months; and as 
to that which was now proposed, there was 
a precedent for it in the vote of the navy 
in the year 1802, when a vote was first for 
four months,.then for two, and then for 
the remainder ofthe year ;, upon which oc- 
casjon he had the honour of moving the re- 
sulutions,, which be read now to the house 
to confirm his statement. He then pro- 
ceeded to shew. the advantages of applying 
the system of war taxes to the exigency of 
our affairs, the efiect of which was almost 
incredible,. and. for adopting which his no- 
ble friend was entitled. to a proportionate 
share of credit. . This was a system which 
commenced with the late war; he would 
venture to assert the effect had been, that,, 
at the close of the present war, there was 
a saving to the public of 80,millions of ca- 
pital, and, abopt 34 millions of permanent 
taxes; and if adopted at the commencement 
of the war preceding, the public would 
have been relieved of 200 millions capital, 
and 8 millions.a, year. permanent taxes,; 
and, thererore there was no. difficulty in 
agreeing to his noble friend’s system of war 


taxes, for the purpose of preyenting the 


accumulation of our debt... 

Mr. Rose majntained, that notwithstand- 
jng every thing which had been endea- 
voured to be argued to the contrary, the 
noble lord had certuinly violated the prin- 


ciple of the constitution of this country, 


Jation of the constitutional _ principle, 
which provided that, the ways and means, 
should not.be.voted until the whole of the 
supplies were known; and this was done 
}without any ground. whatever. for »it, 
These ways and means should never be yo- 
ted before the army estimates had been vos 
ted.in a committee of. supply ;. it never 
had been done in any instance since the re. 
volution. He must repeat, that the thing. 
was never attempted before, since the revo» 
lution, except in the instauce quoted by 
the. hon, gent. who had just. spoken, 
and which he stated to have taken place. 
on his own motion in 1802, which ought 
not to be considered as a precedent, far it 
was a thing of which the house did not 
happen to take a proper notice, and it was 
hardly right for the hon, gent. to be the, 
author of a bad precedent; and this shewed 
the propriety of the house’ never enduring 
the same unconstitutional measure again; 
and this was all he should say on that head, 
except expressing a hope that such a thing 
would never be attempted again by anymi- 
nister. As tothe taxes, be desired to be un- 
derstood as not intending to,throw any diffis 
culties in the way of government; forhe had 
no wish to oppose one of them, norshouldhe 
do, so when. the bills were brought in; he 
thought it right, however, that the noblelord 
might hear what he had to say upon them; 
then he might turn them in his mind in the 
course of their progress, and judge how 
jar any of his arguments ought to bave any 
weight. lo the first place, the tax on wine, 
he .was confirmed, . would, not., produce 
what it, was.estimated at. It, was proposed 
to he made permanent for the war by Ms, 
Pitt; but he did not apply it to theipay~ 
ment of the interest of the debt, altho’ he 
considered it as made permanent as 4 mele, 
war tax; it had increased at first, but had 





us established in the -ystem of proposing 


fallen off: and he was aware it. would not 


jto the house of commons the ways and. 
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ioduce what it-was taken at. He spoke 
from documents which could not mislead 
him on this ‘subject; be’ believed, that in- 
stead of taking it at 500,000/. it would be 
wiser to'take it at 300,000/. The tax on 
jron'was one which Mr. Pitt had in contem- 
plation ; but it would have the-etlect of di- 
minishing the produce ‘of other articles. 
He spoke on this subject from the best in- 
formation ; for he had; under the direction 
of Mr. Pitt, possessed himself of informa- 
tion’ from every furnace ‘in the kingdom ; 
and the’ papers. were at the service of the 
noble lord, as was every other information 
-he possessed ; ‘for his object was to serve 
his country to‘the utmost of his power, and 


" ‘pot to thwart any measures taken for its 


support, As'to the tax on appraisements, 
that had also been proposed’ to Mr. Pitt, 
but it had been given up as a thing likely to 
be too unproductive’ to’ be entertained, 
With regard to the ‘tax ow tea, there were 
really serious objsctions taken ‘to it by Mr, 
Pitt, particularly on the lower sorts of it, 
for it was, in general, used with the poor- 
ef sort of people, and this he knew from 
personal experience; he knew that the 
mass of the poorer classes not only took tea 
morning and evening, but also very often 
for their dinner; and this made Mr. Pitt 
very unwilling to make it the subject of tax- 
ation. ' As to the article of tobacco, it 
would produce a great deal of money, for 
there was a large consumption of it; but 
here, again, it should be remembered, that 
the value of the article itself was about 6d. 
a pound; there was already a duty of 1s. 7d, 
upon it, and this additional 6d. would 
make the duty four times the value of the 
article, a great temptation to smuggling, 
certainly; the facility to which was the 
greater, as it was an article easily carried 
on horseback. There were many other 
observations which he might make on other 
articles of taxation proposed by the noble 
lord; but he should not make’them, be- 
cause his object was to lend all the aid in 
his power to government, instead of ob- 
structing it. He then proceeded to observe, 
that until lately, that is, long within his 
own memory, no attempt was made to 
bring the public accounts of this country 
jnto any thing like form or system. He 


“wished the house to understand the situa- 


‘tidy in which Mr, Pitt found the finances of 
this country, and the situation in which he 


‘leftthem. A committee was appointed some 


‘Years ago, at the head of which was a very 


Tespectable gentleman, Mr. Pitt, afterwards 
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lord’'Camelfotd’; and other men of the first 
talents, and to whom the house looked’ up, 
were on that conimittee,—the member for 
Salisbury, and the member for Hertford ; 

and an investigation of the public accounts 

was then set on foot. ‘That committee re- 

ported to the house the taxes then imposed, 

and the produce of them ; and asthey thought 
it an abject for the house to consider, whe- 

ther the taxes of that year had any effect on 

former taxes, they called for an account of 
the other; but what was most surprising, 

they did not cast up tie totals, and com- 
pare the taxes of the year with those which 

had preceded them; if they had, they would 

have found that the taxes of that yea» 
amounted to’ one million less than those 
of the preceding year, although 700,000/. 

had been added to the taxation of that year ; 

this.was in the year 1782. But when Mr, - 
Pitt came into power, he put the finances 
into aregular state. The first step he took 
was to move the house, for a committee to 
consider the state of the finance of the coun- 
try, and to bring it into a proper method; 
the chairman of the committee was a noble 
lord (Grenville), now at the head of the 
treasury, a more fit person than whom he 
did not believe existed, either for that si- 
tuation, or the present exalted one whichhe 
now filled, and whose appointment gave him 
sincere pleasure. Under that noble lord, 
was made a report, which brought forward 
the true state of the finance of the country, 
and the country benefited much by the la- 
bours of that intelligent committee. At 
the end of 6 years, another committee was 
appointed, at the head of which was lord 
Harrowby, whose labours were also abun- 
dantly useful, At the end of six years af- 
terwards, another committee was appoint- 
ed, in which the present speaker of the 
house of commons presided ; and he should 
not be suspected of flattery when -he said 
that of all the reports he ever saw, this was 
the best, and indeed it would have done cre- 
dit to the wisest man that ever-considered the 
subject of finance, and by which any man of 
common understanding ‘might understand 

the subject of the finance of this country. 

All this was under the auspices of Mr. Pitt, 


and was highly creditable to his memce 


ry. As to the subject of the: civil list, he was 
sorry that what the noble lord said on that 


subject had made the impression which “it 
did, for he was contident the uoble Jord in- 
tended nothing unfavourable from that 
quarter to be felt by the house, and indeed 
the arrears had arisen from causes which 
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were unavoidable ; and it was not to be for- 
gotten that his majesty had, of his. own 
royal grace, given to the public onewillion, 
-which..was entirely his.own, As,to the 
subject of -poor-rates, which. had. been 
brought forward, and stated at six millions 
annually, he .was, not aware thatthe sub- 
-ject was to have been mentioned, atherwise 
_he would have turned, in a minute, to an 
-exact,account.ef it; he could however, 
assure the house, froma recollection which 
did not deceive him, that the amount avas 
“not,quite 5 millions ; a large sum, howe- 
ver, he admitted, but which. might be. cons 
-siderably, diminished by. finding out jem- 
«ployment for paupers; this, was, an inter- 
esting suoject, worthy of .great jattention ; 
he-had turned, bis thoughts a.great deal to 
it... An attempt had been made,to provide 
a remedy ; but the party .endeayouring h; 
aimed. at too.much, and met the. fate o 
.those who aim at too much ;/ the subject, 
however, should not. be despaized of, but 
_pursued, for he was, confident: that, much 


He then took a,view of. the sinking fund. 
The first person who applied a siuking fund 
to the finance of this country was lord Ox- 
ford, when he was.a commoner, and so 
much applause attended, hin for that mea- 
sure, that in his patent of peerage it was 
stated, that he was created a peer for it. 
It ended, however, inthe South-sea bubble, 
after 500,000/..had been laid out upon it. 
The next application .of a sinking fund 
was by sir R. Walpole; but afterwards he 
delivered it up, in the time of peaee, after it 
had _paid one million and an half; but the 
real sinking fand desérving that name, was 
the sinking fund of Mr. Pitt; it might be 
said to have been invented by him. It was 
said by the right hon. gent. (Mr. Fox), that 
after the American war, any administration, 
whatever the plans of policy it might have 
entertained, must have adopted a sinking 
fund. He did not know what avy admi- 
nistration might have done ; but this he 
knew, that nobody ever did it as it should 
be.done but Mr. Pitt, and by which he 
furnished this country with 4 permanent 
‘revenue out of thatzwhich did not deserve 
“the name of @ revenue; for when Mr. Pitt 
came into power, the finances. of the coun- 
try were only just sufficient to paytheinter- 
.est of the debt, leaving nothiug for any 
“other expenditure ; and in two years from 
that time, which was from 1784 to 1786, Mr- 
“Pit establisued a sinking furid of one mil- 
‘lion, which he, kept sacred, until by its im- 
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revery part of the world. 
amelioration was practicable inthatsystem, 





mense.efiect, every man had become its ad. 
mirer. Having said so much on these.to. 
pics, he should make an observation gp 
two on others, and that by way of dispelli 

all.ideas of gloom as to the situation of 
our affairs, and for this again.we were ins 
debted to.Mr. Pitt, for, during his. adminis, 
tration, the number of the ships of the ene. 


Lmy taken by us.were actually more than the 


whole number taken before that time, singe 
the revolution, notwithstanding the wargip. 
which.we had been engaged, and in which ye 
had acquired so much glory. . Putting them 
all together, they would not amount to 


what had been done in the administra. 


tion of Mr. Pitt, im which no. less: than 
110 men.of war had been captured, and 
the possessions of the French had beeg 
taken in the East and West Indies; 4. 
most.all their colonies had become cur, 
We had never once been defeated in 
one engagement, but had been victor. 
ous every where, our arms triumphant in 
All this -during 
the admivistration of Mr. Pitt, and all this 
while too our revenue was in a condition 
infinitely more ffourishing than ever, and 
was made the astonishment of the world, 
as well as the state of our trade and com- 
merce; and our navigation extended be 
yond, the example of any nation on th 
face of the globe. He said these thingsas 
the due reward of Mr. Pitt. He-did not 
say that the situation of the psesent chan- 
cellor of the exchequer was not arduous; 
he knew it was so, but it should noth 
increased by any captious opposition by 
him; on the contrary, he should be gladto 
assist him in every thing in his power; and 
he believed he possessed some information 
which might be useful to that noble lon 
on many of the topics to which he had been 
alluding. He could not, however, do better 
than follow the system laid down for him 
by his predecessor in office, Mr. Pitt. He 
wished the present administration to thrive; 
and he wished that, at the end of theira 
reer, whenever that might be, they might 
be able to render to their country 
good an account of their labours in ih 
service, as had been done by Mr. Pitt; 
and an higher honour they could nevtt 
obtain; that they might obtain it, waslit 
hearty wish, 4 
Lord Henry Petty explained what hes 
onthe subject of the arrears of the cis 
list, in which, he said, it was.in the 
lection of the house, whether. he. did at 
most distinctly state the arrears of the gil 
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list to have. arisem from matters which weré 
ynavoidable;end-whether head not also sta- 
ted his maj.’s gracious disppsition in bring- 
ing forward-a million to the public service, 
Mr. Logg: trespassed upon the itime,of 
the house but to reply to. an allusion made 

anoble lurd, in an-early stage of the 
debate; that he (Mr. L.) bad made a chargé 
against that noble lord;:in this absence 

_onaprevious evening, of unhandsomely 
sand unjustly attributing to the late chan- 
cellor of the exchequer the leaving great 
arrears of revenue to be provided for by his 
successor. He had made no eharge of 
illiberality against ‘the noble lord, but had 
merely attempted a vindication of his pre- 
decessor. ‘The arrears which now presen- 


-oted themselves in the public: accounts, 


mere ‘not the accumulation of last year, 
but arose from deficiencies that had been 
regularly carried forward from year to 
~year, and the amount of which had been, 
4m’ most years, increased by additional 
items; though at the present time, they 
were not larger than the outstanding de- 
mands of last-year. 

Mr. Johnstone expressed his apprehen- 
sions that neither the financial estimates 
of the noble lord would be so productive, 
nor the expences of the war so limited as 
vhis statements alleged. He well remember- 
ed that, in a former year of the war, a right 
hon, gent. now a noble peer (lord Sidmouth) 
had stated to the house, that, under the aid 
of the sinking fund, the war might be car- 
ried on at an annual expence of 27 millions, 
without additional burthens onthe country ; 
and yet experience had shown, that it ex- 
ceeded that estimate by nearly 20 millions, 
He observed, that the debate of this night 
was for the» most part a debate of para- 
doxes ; but the most extraordinary of them 
all was the argument of the right hon. 
secretary (Mr. Fox) in respect to the pro- 
perty tax, namely, that the people would 
be better pleased:to carry up the impost to 
what he was pleased to call * its natural 
limits,” and be taxed ten per cent. at once, 
than. have the charge gradually increased 
every year; but he believed, if the right 
hon. gent. had spoken this night from that 
side of the house where he had been so long 
in-the habit of maintaining other opinions, 
even with the whole force of his great ta- 
lenis, and.all his powers of eloquence, be 


Would have found the strength of language 


‘sinking under his exertions, in ridiculing 
‘such argument coming from any minister 
‘to whom he might have been opposed. 
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+)» Mr. Hiley, Addington rose to express his 
Fastonishment at what had. fallen from the 
‘hon. member, in) allusion to a declaration 
made upon. a former occasion by a noble 
relation of his, not: now present to defend 
himself; more especially.as he recollected 
that tora similar mistake of that hon.gent. 
upon the very same ground, his noble re- 
lation had given an explanation totally dif 
‘ferent, and such as he conceived satisfac. 
tory, and corrective to the hon. gentZs 
mistake. On the.contrary, bis noble rela. 
tion had said, that if the expences of the 
war did not exceed 27 millions a-year, 
}that then he should be enabled still to con- 
tinue the reduction of the public debt by 
continuing the annual contribution to the 
sinking fund, withuut any additional bur- 
then on the country. But it was impossible 
for him to say what should be the limits of 
éxpenditure in a war of such indefinite 
magnitude. 

Mr. Sturges Bourne made no opposition 
to the taxes proposed, but thought one 
argument of a right hon. secretary, im re- 
spect to the property tax, rather extraor- 
dinary, and the very reverse of what -he 
always conceived to be that right hon. 
gent.’s opinion of that tax. He had always 
understood him to have been averse to the 
tax altogether, and thought he recollected 
him to have called it an inquisitionary tax,” 
or some such epithet, He understood him 
last year as having violently opposed .a 
small increase of the tax; but never till 
that night, did he understand the right bon. 
geut.’s objection to that increase, merely 
because it was too small ; or to the tax it- 
self, only because it was not doubled in the 
first instance, in order thus to render it 
more acceptable to the people. 

Mr. Ward begged the noble chancellor 
of the exchequer, to explain one expression 
in bis statement, on a former night, re- 
specting the subsidiary treaty, which he 
stated to be so complex and indefinite, 
as not to afford the means of ascertaining 
its extent, or whether the million, which 
he claimed as an arrear on that account, 
was sufficient. The hon. gent. declared, 
that, in his mind, nothing could be more 
clear and simple, than the terms of the 
treaty. It stipulated to allow to our al. 
lies, 12/. 10s. per man, for every man 
brought into the field, and British pay 
from the time they quitted their own fron- 
tier till they returned to the same. Pos- 
sibly the nuble lord’s difficulty arose from 
his not being able to ascertain what num- 
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‘ber had returned to their own frontier; 
or that the commissaries who, as it was 
stipulated, should attend and ascertain the 
number of troops in the field, had not so 
attended ; otherwise he could not under- 
stand where the difficulty lay. 

Lord Henry Petty answered, that the 
terms, as expressed in the treaty, did not 
afford the means of a clear elucidation. 

Mr.. Brooke, agreeably to the notice he 
had given on Saturday, rose to oppose the 
fax on sugars, and said, that on whichever 
side of the house he might sit, he should 
always. oppose every tax that appeared to 
him oppressive on the commerce of the 
country, and such he conceived to be that 
now proposed on Sugars; and which, he 
was convinced, must fall on the planter, 
and not on the consumer; for, from the 
first tax imposed this war, through all the 

. Successive. increases, and up to the present 
proposition, which was to complete a rise 
of the duty to 10s. per cwt. the gazette 
prices of sugars had fallen, instead of being 
raised thereby, so that the loss fell.wholly 
upon the planter, who was willing to pay 
as much as any other subject towards the 
war, but by this means would pay infinitely 
more. 

Mr. Vansittart admitted, that sometimes 
under the circumstances of a glutted mar- 
ket, and nod foreign demands for sugars, 
this was the complexion which the circum- 
stances of the sugar trade bore. However 
he promised that some investigation should 
take place, and that he should move for 
an account of the average gazette prices of 
sugar for some years back, in order to form 
an accurate estimate of the facts. 

Mr. Babington contested the justice of 
the tax on property, It would be impos- 
‘sible for men of small incomes to set them- 
selves right without infringing on their ca- 
pital. Nothing he believed would be more 
difficult than to persuade. people in the 
country, of the propriety of compelling a 
men who had 50/. a year to pay a tax of 5/, 
while a man of 45/. a year wholly escaped. 

Mr. Vansittart- defended the principle of 
the tax. The hon, gent. had inisapprehended 
it. It was not intended, that the person 
whose income was but 50/. a year, should 
pay at the rate of 10 per cent. The scale 
would begin at a low per-centage at 50/., 
and proceed by arithmetical progression till 
it arrived at 100/. when the highest rate of 
10 per cent, would begin. —The resolutions 
were then separately read and agreed to, 
and bills ordered accordingly. 

6 
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‘MOUSE OF LORDS,‘ 6)» 
Tuesday, April 1. 
[Minutes.] The Cape of Good 
Trade Regolation bill passed throu 
committee, and was reported.—The Exp; 
ring Laws bill was read a 3d time; and 
sed. Judgment was given, on the motig 
of lord Eldon, in the case Keeling wit, 
East-India Company, referring back seven] 
of the points to the Court of Chancery 
The farther.consideration of the appeal, the 
Countess Dowager of Lincoln and othen, 
v. the duke of Newcastle and others, was, 
on the motion of lord Eldon, deferred 
Monday the 14th inst.—Lord Auckland 
moved for Accounts of the Value of Imports 
and Exports to and from Great Britain, on 
an annual average of five years, ending 
1793, and. five years, ending 1805; and 
for several other accounts of the Valueof 
British Manufactures exported, Shipping, 
Tonnage, &c.; which were all ordered 
Mr. Hawthorne brought up the Irish Mi. 
litia Service bill, and two private bills, 
which were severally read a first time, 
———____—_—_—_ 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, April 1. 
[Minxvutes.] New writs were orderedto’ 
be issued for Honiton, in the room ofsir 
John Honywood, . deceased ; for Petete 
borough, in the room of William Eliot, 
esq. who, since his election, has accepted 
of the office of chief secretary for Ireland; 
for the county of Sligo, in the room 
Charles O’ Hara, esq. who, since his election, 
has accepted of the office of one of the com 
missioners for managing the affairs of the 
Treasury in Ireland; and for Queen's 
County, in Ireland, in the room of Henty 
Parnell, esq. who since his election has 
also accepted of the office of ong of the 
commissioners of the treasury iv Treland= 
A petition was presented from earl Spencer, 
and the other proprietors of Batterses 
Bridge, against the bill for making and 
maintaining a bridge across the ‘Thames 
from Vauxhall Turnpike.—A petition was 
presented from the debtors in the Jailol 
Newgate.—The Irish Treasury bill, and the 
British Fishery bill, were read a third time 
and passed.—Mr. Calcraft brought up@ 
account of vunappropriated balances/™ 
the hands of the Treasurer of the Ordnanee 
on the 5th Jan. last.—Sir J. Frede 
having moved the 2d reading of the Lait 
‘beth Inclosure bill, lord W. Russell said 
he had no objection to the billybéing read 
a second time, that circumstance being Um 
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derstood. to be without prejudice to the|made up.—Mr. Huskisson moved for. cer- 

opposition made to the bill by the persons} tain papers, not, he said, to provoke a re< 

for, whom he. presented the petition, or to newal of the discussion which had already 

their tight to-be still heard by their counsel | taken place, but with a view to get quit of 

against the principle of the bill... On this}it- He accordingly moved for a compa~ 

understanding,the bill was read a 2d time. |rative account of demands outstanding in 

~Mr.. Yorke, pursuant to notice, moved} 1805, and 1800, exclusive of those for 

for extracts to be laid before the house, of} Naval Services; for an account shewing 

the correspondence between the govern- | how the 14 million remaining unemployed 

ment:of. Ireland, aud the commissioners, | on 5th January, 1806, had been employed ; 

rélative to the suspension of the late paving|and, for an account of the Disposition of 

board, in Dublin. Lord De Blaquiere said, | 33 Millions granted last year for subsidies 5 

he did not mean to oppose the motion,}and whether any, and what proportion ¢f 

though he must again repeat, that it was} them had been applied for Navy Services 

natural for a set of gentlemen, who had}in the year 1800.—The house then went 

been so; severely censured for, their con-|into a committee on the Ordnance Trea- 

duct, to have expected that they might} surer’s bill, when, after a conversation be-.. 
have been heard in their justification, be-|tween lord H. Petty and Mr. Calcraft on 

fore. they were-condemned. Mr. Yorke} the.one side,and Mr. Huskisson and Mr. 

replied, that when the papers were before{S, Bourne on the other, principally on the‘ 
the. house, they. would, show that the Irish} point whether the idea of reform in this” 
government was far from being precipitate | department had occurred to the late board 

in its proceedings., ‘The motion was then} previous to, or in consequence of, the 

agreed to.-Mr. Yorke next moved, that Tenth Report of the Commissioners of Naval 

the abstracts presented of the Subdivision | Enquiry, the bill was gone through, and 

Rolls, under the Levy~enemasse act, should | the Report was ordered to ke received toe: 
be printed. He observed, at the same time,}morrow. . . 

thatthe abstracts of the enrollments ofthe} [Prorerty Tax Brit.] Mr. Vansittart: 
year 1804, contained only seven, and that} brought in the Property Tax bill, which 

ofthe year. 1805, only six counties, He} was read a first time ; and on the motion~ 
understood, that the late administration | for its second reading, 

informed the lords lieutenants of coun-} Sir Robert Buzton said, that as he had 

ties, that.the returns were to be made re-} not had an opportunity of speaking on this 

gularly. every year; why that was not}subject before, he would now remark on 

complied with, he knew.not; buthe thought} the extreme injustice and hardship which 

it of igreat importance, with a view to] the bill would inflict, as well on the lower 

every military system, that the houseskould | classes of the people, as on the landed pro~ 

know the number of men-in this country | perty of the kingdom in general. If the 

capable of bearing arms, Agreed to.—]exemptions for repairs, for instance, were 

Mr.Vansittart presented,agreeably to order, | taken away, the tax would fall unequally, 

the proclamation made by his majesty, re-| at least, in the proportion of 12/. or 13i, 

lytive to the Importation of Slaves by:Bri-'| per cent. on the landed interest. This do- 

tish, subjects into Foreign Colanies, ‘The} ing away of that exemption, he had always 

Attorney General then obtained leave to} opposed. He did so on bringing in the bill 

bringin a bill for preventing the Impor-| of last year, and if those whose’ business 

tation of Slaves by British subjects, or in] it more peculiarly was, should not attend to 

Rritish bottoms, into foreign islands, &c,| it, he should feel it his duty to propose exe 

and for rendering more etlectual the order | emptions for that purpose in the committee. 

ofhis majesty in council on this subject,}| Mr. Vansittart replied, thattheexemp- 

dated 14th August last.—Mr, Vansittart] tion alluded to was not included in the pre- 

brought yp the ‘Tea Duty bill, and the To-| sent bill, and that the committee was the 

bacco; Duty, bill, which were read.a first} proper stage for the discussion of that sub 

time--OQn the motion of Mr. Vansittart| ject.:! He said, he meant to propose, that 

there. was ordered to be laid before. the] the bill should be read a 2d time to-morrow, 

house,’ an account of the number-of per-|for the purpose of having it committed on 

sonsassessed. to. the Income Duty in 1801,] Thursday, after which it would be printed, 
and Property, ‘Tax: in 1803. . Also of the} and a day appointed for the report, after the 

Gross Assessment, under the Property Tax | holidays, when it would be competent’ to 

the year 1803, distinguishing each| any gent., who thought proper, to move for 

County, &e, so far as the same can be} its being recommitted. He assured the 
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house, at the: same time, that his noble 
friend, the chancellor of! the exchequer, 
had: every disposition to listen to every rea- 
sonable suggestion thatmight be made; but: 
he:must) also remark; that exemptions of 
that ‘kind might be just and’ right, in parti- 
cular cases, which would be highly injuri- 
ous: if generally adopted, ¢ 

Mr: Alderman Prinsep said, he was 
aware that'this was not the proper stage for 
goinginto any discussion ; but promised to 
deliver his: sentiments upon it, when ‘the 
bill shouldbe in a'‘committee. 

*Mrv Bastard cautioned ‘the house, while 
they limuted»the: operation of the act to 10 
per:centsagainst ‘sanctioning a principle by 
which :more:than that amount might fall on 
any particular. classe. \)*: ! 

_« Mr. Show Lefeore thanked thehon. gent. 
for.the:attention paid by him to the conve- 
nience: of: a certain: class\of the’ membere 
ofthat house;:and suggested Monday, the 
2tst April; as:theemost convenient day afs 
ter the‘recess for takingup the!consideration 
of) the: bith—T he’ bill was. then: orderedito 
beieadvassecond ‘time toemorrows)«« /) © 

{Arrairs or Inp1a.] Mr. Hobhouse' 
moved to:postpbne the/order of the day for 
takingy into: further’ consideration ' the: re=; 
port iof: thei committee to: whom.-the -peti- 
tion of the private creditors of the late na- 
bbbs of the) Carnatic was»referred; and 
raoved ‘that the same, be taken into consi- 
deration‘on Monday:se’nnight.: © 

Nite Francis wished sto! kwow if: the -re- 
portwould be printed in-time for the pre- 
vieus ‘consideration. of members, before 
they were. called on to discuss! a Subject of 
sechimportance. HN 

. Mr. Hobhouse answered, that it was now 
printing, .and he hadvevery' reason to think 
itwould! be finished time enough to be in 
thedrands. of every member during the re- 
céiss.-  Ifnot, however; heshould haveno 
objection, hereafter, to ary reasouable delay. 

o Mr. Francis said; the subject was one of 
thesutmost: importance, which! involved a 
qnestiomof-some millions, no lessithan six, 
which certain gentlemen, who'called them- 
selves: the creditors: of the late nabobs of 
Arcot,: said) were due to them. by. those 
princes: if this. was now: to be paid; itimust 
come ,out<ofithe coffers: of the »East-India 
company; and in their: present. mest :em- 
harrassed:and distressed situation, he felt 

it:of high- importance: to: consider how far 

it, was, prudent to throw such-a claim upon 
thems ; 

+ Mr.. Hobhouse said, that the question 
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postponement, and would: not) allow hing’ 
to yo into: the merits of ‘the measure; 
: * 
On Monday se'nnight ‘he should move'fo: 
leave to bringin: a bill, and would 
explain: the grounds upon: which: it! way 
founded. At» present, he*should abstaip. 
fron all argument; as not’ being the proper: 
time. for discussion, | eee 
Mr. Golding moved for a copy of thelety 
ter from the governor and council at Beg. 
gal, dated 28th March, 1805, to the courtog 
directors of the India company, in relation 
to the friendly conduct of the nabobiof 
Oude towards the British troops engaged 
in the Marhatta war; which was ordered 
| Lord. Henry: Petty rose to express hiy 
hope,that'an hon. gent. opposite to hin 
(Mr. Huddleston) who had given noticef 
a motion. for that-day, respecting the prov 
duction of India) papers, would ‘have no 
objection to defer that motion to anothe 
day, as a right’ hon. friend of his, not now 
in’ the house, (Mr:Fox).:was: precluded 
by:indisposition from attending ibis place, 
and who was certainly desirous of! bei 
present at any discussion which might take 
place upon this subject. 
| Mr. Haddéeston answered, that fromthe 
polite and modest manner in which theno- 
ble lord:had shaped his request, as‘wellasan 
earnest desire that the right hon, gentvab 
luded to should. be present when hemade 
his motion, because, from the known opi 
‘nions on that subject always avowed by that 
right hon. gent., he relied upon his support 
to his‘motien, he should have no objec 
tion to postpone it till Thursday. - 
j ——_—_—_ 
HOUSB OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, April 2. 
| [Mrxotes.} Lord Walsingham moved 
for an Address to-his Majesty to requeste 
Copy ofthe Second Report of the Commis 
oe appointed to revise and digest the 
ivil Affairs of the Navy.. Ordered.—The 
Irish Militia Service bill was read a second: 
time, and committed for Monday the 14th 
inst.—The royal assent was given by Com 
ission to the Expiring Laws bill and three 
rivate ‘bills. The Commissioners were 
the lord chancellor, lord Walsingham, atid 
lord Auckland.—The Cape of Good Hope 
‘rade Regulation bill was read a third time 
and passed, and a message sent tothe com 
mons to acquaint them therewith.—A pelt 
tion was presented from lord: visc. Huwal 
den, claiming the Right of Voting at the 
Election for Representative Peers of Ire 
land, which was referred to the Committee 





before the house regarded only a short 





of Privileges—Adjourned to the 14th inst 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, April 2. 

Mixvres.] Mr. Quarme, the yeoman 
= of the black rod, appeared at the 
bar, and summoned the house to attend in 
the house of lords, to hear the royal assent 

jven by commission to several public and 

vate bills. The Speaker, on his return, 
acquainted the house, that he had been in 
the house of peers, and heard the royal as-| 
sent given by commission to the Newfound- 
land Judicature bill, the St. Sepulchre’s 
Workhonse bill, and several private bills.— 
Amessagé from the lords informed the 
house, that their lordships had agreed to 
the Cape of Good Hope Trade Regulation 
bill, without any amendment.—Mr. Kemp 


‘from the Commissioners of Excise, pre- 


sented at the bar of the house, en account 
orestimate of al] duties of Excise in Great 
Britain charged and outstanding on the 5th 
of January 1805, and on the 5th of January 
1806, respectively; distinguishing the se- 
veral articles, aad temporary from perma-: 
nent daties, so far as relate to the Revenue 
of Excise ia England, which was ordered 
to lie upon the table, and to be printed.— 
On the motion of Mr. Vunsittart, the Pro- 
perty Tax bill was read a second time, and 
orilered to be committed to-morrow, the 
tight hon. gent. stating that the committal 
tomorrow would be only pro farmd, and 
that it was intended to have the bill re- 
committed on the 2tst inst.——The Tea Duty 
bill, and the Tobacco Duty bill, were seve- 
rally read a: second time, and ordered to be 
committed on Monday, the 14th instant.— 
The house, in a committee, went through 
the Loan bill, and the report was ordered 
to be brought up to-morrow.—-Mr. Vansit- 
fart moved, that the house do resolve itself 
into acommittee of Ways and Means; in 
which he moved, that a sum not exceeding 
3 millions, be granted tu his majesty by a 
Joan on Exchequer bills, towards the sup- 
ply of the present year; which was agreed 
%, and the report ordered to be received 
to-morrow.—Mr. Seeretary Windham rose, 
and apologized to the house, for being 
under the uecessity of postponing the bring- 
ing forward his motion, relating to the Mi- 
litery Establishments of the country, pur- 
Suant to the notice be had given, on ac- 
count of the severe indisposition of his 
Nght hon. friend (Mr. Fox). He hoped, 
however, the delay would not be longer 

to-morrow. He had just left his right 
hon. friend before he came down do the 
house, who had told him, that he found 

Vou. VI. 
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himself considerably better than he was 
yesterday, and that he bad great hopes of 
being able to attend to-morrow. The 
Speaker asked whether the right bon, secre+ 
tary intended to fix his motion for to-mor- 
row? To which question Mr. Windham 
answered, yes. General Tarleton then said; 
there was a motion of his, to the same pur- 
port, which stood for to-morrow, and which 
was entitled to priority, but that he would 
readily wave it. The motion of Mr. Wind- 
ham was accordingly fixed for to-morrow: 
—Sir J. Duckworth’s Annuity bill, was 
brought in, read a first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time to-morrow.—Dr, 
Duigenan brought up the report of the 
Irish First Fruits bill, which was agreed to, 
and the bill ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow.—QOn the order of the day being 
read for the house to resolve itself into a 
Committee of Supply, it was, on the mo- 
tion of sir J. Newport, ordered, that the 
several petitions which were presented 
to the house upon the 7th day of March 
last, and the Ist day of this instant April, 
relative to the English Protestant Schools 
in Ireland; the Foundling Hospital; the 
Hibernian Marine Society; the Hibernian 
School for Saldiers’ Children; the Female 
Orphan House; the Association for dis-’ 
countenancinug Vice; the Westmorland Lock 
Hospital; the House of Industry; the Fever 
Hospital; the Lying-in Hospital; the 
Royal College of Surgeons; the Dublia 
Society for promoting Husbaydry and other 
useful Arts; the Farming Society; the 
Corporation for paving, cleansing, end 
lighting the City of Dublin; the Commis- 
sioners for making wide and convenient 
Streets in Dublinj the Roman Catholic 
Seminary; the Parish Church of Saint An- 
drew; the Hospital founded by Dr.. Ri- 
chard Steevens; and the Commissioners of 
Charitable Donations and Bequests, be re- 
ferred to the said committee. The house 
then went into a Committee of Supply, in 
which a variety of sums were voted, ac- 
cording to. annual custom, towerds the 
support of the above charitable institutions 
in Ireland, and the report was ordered to 
be received to-morrow.—Sir J. Newport 
unoved, that the housé do resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole house, to 
consider the acts which imposed a duty on 
Dwelling Heuses, in Ireland; which being 
}done, the hon. baronet said, there had been 
a duty of 3s. imposed in the last session of 
parliament, on Dwelling Houses in Ireland, 
which had been found oppressive on a great 
a 








on 


number of the-inhabitants, and had’given 
eonsiderable dissatisfaction, as. there were 
maby houses that: did not pay at all, and 
as the duty was very trifling, it was thought 
nece .ary to, repeal such part of the said 
act. He therefore moved, that. the duty 
of 3s. on certain Dwelling Houses in Ire- 
land, do cease and determine. Mr. J. Fitz- 
gerald said, -he bad foretold, when the duty 
alluded to’ was proposed, in the last ses- 
sion, the great dissatisfaction it would create 
in Irelaud,and had, therefore, strenuously 
opposed it. He was very glad, therefore, 
to find, thathis majesty’s present ministers 
had determined to satisfy the minds of the 
people, by easing them of so irksome a 
burthen, . ‘Lhe motion was then agreed to, 
and the report ordered to be received to- 
morrow.-—-The house then went into a com- 
mittee of, the. whole house, to take into 
consideration the acts relative to Irish Bank 
Notes; in’ which, sir J. Newport stated, 
that by the act of the 43d of his majesty, 
the. bank of Ireland had been placed, as to 
the issue of bank notes, nearly on the same 
footing with that: of England; but, that 
by the 44th of the king, that provision had 
been repealed, and it was now thought ex- 
pedient it should be revived ; he therefore 
moved, that the act of the 43d of the king, 
relative to the issue of bank notes, in Ire- 
land, repealed by the act of the 44th of his 
anajesty, be revived and amended. The 
resolution was agreed to, and the report 
ordered to be received to-morrow.—Mr. 
Hawthorne brought up the report on the 
Ordnance Treasurer’s bill,which was agreed 
to, and the bill ordered to be read a third 
time to-morrow.-—Mr, C, Wynne brought 
up Copies of the Correspondence between 
the Irish Government and the Dublin Pa- 
viug Board, pursuant to order; which were 
ordered to lie on the table.-—He afterwards 
brought up the return of the Deputy Clerk. 
of the Crown .in Ireland, relative to the 
return of sir John Newport, bart, for the 
county of the city of Waterford, which 
stated, that the said return was received 
at. the Office of the Clerk of the Crown, 
in Dublin, on the 24th of March last, and 
was, by him, delivered into the Genera} 
Post- Office, in Dublin, onthe said 24th day 
of March, to be transmitted to. the Crown- 
Office in, England, Lord H. Petty, in the 
absence of his right hon. friend, Mr. Fox, 
gave notice, that he would, to-morrew, 
move, that. the sherifi of the county of 
Waterford do attend at the bar of the house. 
-~On the motion of lord Henry Petty, sir 
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‘John Newport was added to the committes 
‘for examining the jaint accounts betwee, 


Great Britain and Ireland.—Mr, Roseigaye 
notice of his intention to bring forward, 


to-morrow, a motion of tbe utmost conges. 


quence with regard to the. intercoursegf 
America with .our. West-India colonies, 


This motion he was urged to press, incope. 
sequence of what he heard was going)fory 
ward elsewhere, combined: with a negoeiiy: 
tion of great importance which was knowy.. 


to be on the tapis.—The idea of enabli 

the governors of the West-Jndia islands 
suspend our navigation laws during the 
war, struck him to be a-project so alarm 
ing, that he felt jt his duty at once to thoy 
for the production of such documentsaghg 
knew were calculated to shew, not only 


the inexpediency, but the danger of sucha’ 


proceeding. aise 
= 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Lhursday, April3. 
{[Mixutes.}] Mr. Baldwin. presented 
petition from the owners and occupiersof 
lands in the parish of Lambeth, against the 
Lambeth Inclosure Bill, praying to be heard 


by counsel, against the bill, which waste §. 


ferred to the committee on the billy 
ingrossed bill ‘or amending an act, passed 
in Ireland in the 29th year of King George 


II. intituled, “ An act for amending and” 


making more effectual the several lawsir 
lating to the First Fruits, payable out 
Ecclesiastical Benefices in this kingdom, 
and for the beuer regulation and manage 
ment of the Charitable Bequest. of Dn 
Hugh Boulter, late lord archbishop.of Ar 
magh, for augmenting the. maintenancedl 
poor Clergy in this kingdom,” so far only 
as relates to the said charitable. bequest, 
was read the third time, and passed.—My 
Johnson, trom the office of the chief secre 
tary for Ireland, presented to the house 
pursuant to their orders, a return of the 
number of Common Law Subpenas, and 
Writs of Capias Quo Minus, issued, {om 
the court. of exchequer in Ireland, for the 
last four years, commencing the Ist of Ne 
vember, 1801; and also an account of the 
quantity of Spirits distilled in Ireland im 
ported into Great Britain in the years 1804 
180%, 1803, 1804, and 1805, stating: tle 
amount of the Duty paid in each year, and 
the amount thereof in the whole; 
were ordered to lie upon the tables 
Hutton, from the navy pay-othice, «pit 
sented to the house, pursuant to: thelhar 
ders, an account of. the sums whieh 
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mained in his majesty’s, exchequer on. the 
gist of December, 1804, being part of the 

nts of parliament for-naval services for 
the year 1804; and also an account of the 

egate amount of the certified balances 
in the hands of the treasurer of the navy 
and»bis,cashiers.on the 31st of December, 
1804;-and also an account of the exche- 
_ quer bills issued from his majesty s exche- 
quer for naval services, which remained in 
the hands of messrs. B, and A. Goldsmid 
onthe 31st of December, 1804.—The at- 
torney- general presented to the house, ac- 
cording to order, a bill tq prevent the im- 
portation of Slaves by any of his majesty’s 
subjects into any islands, colonies, planta- 
tions, or territories belonging to any foreign 
sovereign, state, or power; and also to render 
more efiectual a certain order, made by his 
majesty.incouncil on the 15th day of August, 
1805, for prohibiting the importation of 
slaves(except in certain cases) into any of the 
settlements, islands, colonies, or plantations 
on the continent of America, or in the West 
Indiés, which have been surrendered to his 
majesty’s arms during the present war; and 
the same was received, and read the first 
time, and ordered to be reag a second time 
on the 16th inst. —The secretary at war pre- 
sented several military.estimates, which, he 
said, did not relate to. the military arrange- 
ments to be brought forward that night, and 
gave notice that, on Monday se’nnight, he 
would move their being taken into consi- 
deratioa in a committee of supply.—Mr. 
Vansittart presented the second report of] 
the commissioners of revision of the civil 
aflairs of the navy ; which was ordered to be 
printed.—Mr. Vansittart brought up a bill 
for granting certain duties on iron; which 
was read.a first time, and ordered to be 
yead a second time on Mondayse’nnight.— 
Mr. Perceyal gave notice, that on the first 
day after the recess he would bring in a 
bill for improving the condition of stipen- 
diary curates.—Sir John Duckworth’s-An- 
nuity bill was read a second time, and or- 
dered to acommittee of the whole house on 
Monday se’nnight.—The Treasurer of the 
Ordnance bill was read a third time, and 
passed... A clause was introduced, provi- 
ding that. the bank should not be account- 
able for mistakes that might happen in fi- 
gures.—'The house went.into a committee, 
proformd, on. the Property Tax bill, which 
was ordered to be taken into further con- 
fideration...on Monday... fortnight.—Mr. 
Hawthorn reported from the committee of 





the whole house, to,whom it was-referred to 
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consider further of the supply granted. to 
his majesty, the resolutions which the com- 
mittee had directed him to report to the 
house; which are as follow, viz.—Re- 
solved, 1. “ That a sum, not exceeding 
21,600/. Irish currency, be granted to his 
majesty, to be paid. to the trustees of the 
linen and hempen manufactures in Ireland, 
for promoting and encouraging the said 
manufactures, from the 5th day of January, 
1806, to the 5th day of January, 1807, 
under such regulations and appropriation 
as shall be directed by Parliament. 2. 
That a sum, not exceeding 25,000/. Irish 
currency, be granted to his majesty, for 
defraying the .expence of civil buildings 
in Ireland, from the 5th day of January, 
1896, to the 5th day of January, 1807. 3. 
That a sum, not exceeding 1,200/. Irish 
currency, be granted to his majesty, for 
defraying the expence of printing and bind- 
ing 250 copies of the acts of the 46th’ year 
of the reignof his present majesty. 4. That 
a sum, not exceeding 10,500/, Irish cur. 
rency, be granted to his majesty, for defray- 
ing the expence of publishing proclama- 
tions and advertisements in the Dublin ga- 
zette, and. other newspapers in Ireland, 
from the 5th.day of January, 1806, to the 
5th day of January, 1807. 5. ‘That a sum, 
not exceeding 21,880/, Irish currency, be 
granted to his majesty, for defraying the 
charge of the printing, stationery, and other 
disbursements, for the chief and under se- 
cretaries’ offices and apartments, and other 
public-offices in Dublin Castle, &c. and for 
the riding charges and other expences of 
the deputy pursuivants and extra messen- 
gers attending the said offices, from the 5th 
day of January, 1806, to the 5th day of 
January, 1807. 6. That a sum, not exe 
ceeding 25,000/, Irish currency, be-grante 
ed to his majesty, for defraying the expence 
of criminal prosecutions, and other law ex- 
pences in Ireland, for one year, from the 
5th day of January, 1806, to the 5th day of 
January, 1807. 7. That a sum, not ex- 
ceeding 2,500/. Irish currency, be granted 
to his majesty for detraying the expence of 
apprehending public offenders in Ireland, 
from the 5th day of January, 1806, to the 
5th day of January, 1807. 8. That asum, 
not exceeding 5,000/. Irish currency, be 
granted to his majesty, to be paid to the 
board, of first fruits, for building new 
churches, and rebuilding old churches, in 
such parishes as no public service has been 
performed in for twenty years last past, and 
for, the encouragement .of building glebe 
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houses on such terms as they shall think 
fit, for one year, from the 5th day of Janu- 
ary, 1806, to the 5th day of January, 1807. 
9. That a sum, not exceeding 254/. 18s. 
102d. Irish currency, be granted to his ma- 
jesty, for completing the sum necessary for 
the support of the non-conforming minis- 
ters of Ireland, for one year, from the 5th 
day of January, 1805, to the 5th day of Ja- 
nuary, 1806. 10, That a sum, not ex- 
ceeding 9,429/. 18s. Irish currency, be 
granted to his majesty, for the support of 
the non-conforming ministers. of Ireland 
for one year, from the 5th day of January, 
1806, to the 5th day of January,’ 1807. 
11. That a sum, not exceeding 1,047/. 10s. 
2d. Irish currency, be granted to his ma- 
jesty, for defraying the expenee of pratique 
in the port of Dublin, from the 5th day of 
January, 1806, to the 5th day of January, 
1807. 12. That a sum, not exceeding 
610/. 6s. 114d. Irish currency, be granted 
to his majesty, for defraying the expendi- 
ture at his majesty’s gold mine at Croaghan, 
in the county of Wicklow, from the 5th day 
of January, 1806, to the 5th day of Janu- 
ary, 1807. 13. That a sum, not exceed- 
ing 340/, Irish currency, be granted to his 
majesty, to be paid to Stephen Moore, esq. 
aceountant-general, for lis extraordinary 
trouble and expence in preparing andj 
printing the public accounts of Ireland laid 
before the house of commons in this ses- 
sion of parliament. 14. That a sum, not 
exceeding 2401. Irish currency, be granted 
to his majesty, to be paid to John Smart, 
esq. deputy accountant-general, for his ex- 
traordinary trouble in preparing the public 
accounts of Ireland for Parliament, for one 
year, ending the 5th day of January, 1806. 
15. That a sum, not exceeding 200/.-Irish 
currency, be granted to his majesty, to be 
paid to Paul le Bas, esq. examinator of 
corn bounties, for his trouble in keeping 
the accounts in the said office. 16. That 
asum, not exceeding 250/. Irish currency, 
be granted to his majesty, to be paid to 
Robert Marshall, esq. inspector-general of 
imports and exports, for his expence and: 
trouble in preparing the accounts of the im- 
ports and exports of Ireland for Parlia- 
ment, for oue year; euding the 5th day of 
January, 1805. 17. That a sum, not ex- 
ceeding 200/. Irish currency, be granted to 
his majesty, to be paid to Rogers Wether- 
all, esq. first clerk in the office of the in- 
spector-general of imports and exports in 
Treland, for his extraordinary trouble in 
preparing accounts for parliament, 18. 
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That asum, not exceeding 200/. Itish cy, 
rency, be granted to bis majesty, to be paig 
to George Hatton, esq. examinator of g, 
cise, for bis extraordinary trouble anda, 
pence in preparing accounts for parliameny, 
19. That a sum, not exceeding 1801, [righ 
curvency, be granted to his majesty, t by 
paid to Samuel Hood, esq. assistant exg: 
minator of excise, for his extraordi 
trouble in preparing accounts for parliy 
ment. 20. That a sum, not exceed; 
200/. Irish currency, be granted to his m 
jesty, to be paid to Thomas Hafield, ex 
clerk in the office of the auditor of the e» 
chequer, for his extraordinary trouble ig 
preparing accounts for perliament. 4, 
That a sum, not exceeding 740/. Irish eu 
rency, be granted to his majesty, ford 

ing the charge of clothing the Batfleay 
guards for eighteen months, commenti 
the Ist day of December, 1805, 22. That 
a sum, not exceeding 2,000#. Irish curren 
cy, be granted to his majesty, for defraying 
the charge of incidents of the treasury of 
Ireland, from the 5th day of January, 1806, 
to the 5th day’ of January, 3807. %, 
That @ sum, not exceeding 22,6211, 6s, 14, 
Irish currency, be granted to his majesty, 
for defraying the charge of the incorporated 
Society in Dublin for promoting 
Protestant Schools in freland, from the 5th 
day of January, 1806, to the 5th daya 
January, 1807. 24. That a sum, not & 
ceeding 22,500/. Irish currency, be grantel 


Lto his majesty, for defraying the expence of 


the Foundling Hospital in Dublin, from th 
5th day of January, 1806, to the 5thdayal 
January, 1907. 25. That a sum, noté& 
ceeding 3,588/. 15s. Irish currency, ht 
granted to his majesty, for defraying the 
charge of the Hibernian marine societyit 
Dublin, from the 5th day of January, 180, 
to the Sth day of January, 1807. 26. Thi 
a sum, not exceeding 8,210!. 10s. 104 
Irish currency, be granted to his majesty 
for defraying the expence of the Hiberuia 
School for Soldiers’ children, from the it 
day of January, 1806, to the 5th dayd 
January, 1807. 27. That a sum, note 
ceeding 1,081. 2s. 2d; Irish currency, & 
granted to his majesty, for defraying ti 
charge of the “Female Orphan Hout 
near Dublin, from the 5th day of Jame 
ary, 1806, to the 5th day of | 
1807. 28. That a sum, not exe 
1,391/. 2s. 6d. Irish currency, be granted 
to his majesty, ‘for defraying the expeilt@ 
which may be incurred by the Associatia 
for discountenancing Vice,and promoting 
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knowledge and practice of the Christian re- 
ligion, from the 5th day of January, 1800, 
to the Sth day of January, 1807. 29. That 
g sum, not exceeding 8,988/. krish curren- 
ey, be granted to his majesty, for support- 
ing the Westmorland Lock Hospital in 
Dublin, from the 5th day of January, 1806, 
to the 5th day of January, 1807. 30. That 
a sum, not exceeding 22,862/. 17s. 30d. 
Irish currency, be granted to his majesty, 
for defraying the charge of supporting the 
House of Industry avd Penitentiary in 
Dublin, from the 5th day of January, 1806, 
to the 5th day of January, 1807. 31. That 
asum, not exceeding 1,030/. 18s. 6d. Lrish 
currency, be granted to his majesty, for 
defraying theexpence of maintaining eighty 
patients in the House of Recovery and Fe- 
ver Hospital in Cork-street, Dublin, from 
the 5th day of January, 1806, to the 5th 
day of January, 1807. 32. ‘That a sum, 
not exceeding 2,287/. 8s. Irish currency, 
be granted to his majesty, for defraying the 
expence of the Lying-in Hospital in Dublin, 
from the 5th day of Jauuary, 1806, to the 
Sth day of January, 1807. 33. That a 
gum, not exceeding 4,500/. Frish currency, 
he granted to his majesty, towards defray- 


ing the expence of building the intended: 


Hall for the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Ireland, from the Sth day. of January, 
9806, to the Sth day of January, 1807. 
$4. That a sum, not exceeding 10,000/. 
Irish currency, be granted to bis majesty, 
to be paid to the Dublin Society for pro- 
moting Husbandry and other useful Arts 
in Ireland, from the 5th day of January, 
1806, to the 5th day of January, 1807, under 
such regulations and appropriation as shall 
be directed’ by parliament.—35. That a 
sum, not exceeding 3,000/. Irish currency, 
be granted to his majesty, for defraying the 
expences of the Farming Society of lreland, 
from the 5th day of January, 1806, to the 
Sth day of January, 1807 .—36. ‘That a sum, 
not exceeding 400/. Irish curreney, be 
granted to his majesty, for defraying the 
charge of the Office of, the Commissioners 
of Charitable Donations and Bequests, 
from the 5th day of January, 1806, to the 
5th of January, 1807.—37. That a sum, not 
exceeding 10,000/. Irish currency, be grant- 
2d tohis majesty, for paving, cleansing, and 
lighting the streets of Dublin, from the 5th 
day of January, 1806, to the 5th day of Ja- 
huary, 1807.38. That a sum, not exceed- 
ing 4,500/. Irish currency, be gtanted to 
his majesty, to be paid to the commissioners 

making wide and convenient streets in 
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the city: of Dublin, from the 5th day of 
January, 1806, to the Sth day of January, 
1807.39. That a sum, not exceeding 
8,000/. Irish curreney, be granted to his 
majesty, for-defraying the cltarge of the 
Roman Catholic Semiuary in Ireland, from 
the 5th day of January, 1806, to tue 5th 
day of January, 1807 —40, That asum, not 
exceeding 2,700/. Irish currency, be grant» 
ed to his majesty, to be applied to com» 
plete the re-buikding of the parish church 
of Saint Andrew Dublin, and building -a 
steeple and spire thereto.—41, That a sum, 
not -exceeding 4,740/. 3s. O4d., Irish 
currency, be granted to his majesty, to» 
wards defraying the expence of Madam | 
Steevens’s Hospital, from the 5th day of 

January, 1806, to the 5th day of January, 
1807, and to complete the repairing, fur~ 
nishing, and enlarging, of the said Hos- 
pital.” —A Petition of the proprietors of the 
Birmingham Canal Navigations, was pre.- 
sented to the house, and read ; setting forth, 
that, in pursuance of powers granted 
by 5 several acts, of the 8th, 9th, 23d, 
24th, and 34th years of bis present majes- 
ty, the petitioners have made navigable ca- 
nals from Birmingham, co.Warwick, to com- 
niunicate with the canal navigations between 
the rivers Severn and Trent, and from Birs 
mingham aforesaid to Fazely and Whitting~ 
ton Brook, which have opened navigable 
communications with the Coventry canal 
and the canal from the Trent to the Mer- 
sey; that they have also completed canals 
and cuts to the lower part of the town of 
Birmingham, and to the extensive coal 
mines, in the parishes of Wednesbury, &c, 


Fco. Staflurd ; and that they have expended 


large sums of money in improving their said 
canals, and particularly in the part be~ 
tween Birmingham aud the coal mines at 
Tipton and Sedgley ; and that, by an ‘act, 
of the 3ist of his present majesty, for mas 
king a navigable eayal near Birmingham, to 
communicate with the Severn, at Diglis, 
near Worcester, the said last- mentioned ca 
nal is not allowed to approach nearer to the 
Birmingham canal than within 7 feet; and, 
to prevent such approach, a bar hath been 
erectéd, by virtue of the last-mentioned 
act, to separate the said canals from each 
other; and that application hath been 
made by the proprietors of the said Wor- 


cester and Birmingham canal to the peti- 


tioners, toopen a navigable communita~ 
tion between the-said two canals, for the 
passage of boats, barges, &c., out of the 
one into. the other, to which the petition- 
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ers have consented on certain conditions ; 
&c. &c.—The petition was ordered to lie 
upon the table.—A petition of the wholesale 
and retail grocers of the city of Dublin, was 
presented to the house, and read; setting 
forth, that two acts of the last session of 
parliament, one by direct prohibition, and 
the other by the indirect effect of some of 
its provisions, have deprived the descrip- 
tion of traders in Ireland called Grocers, 
.of the benefit. of the sale of spirituous 
' liquors, between which and the other arti- 
cles of their trade there existed a long es- 
tablished and necessary connection; and 
therefore praying, that the said acts may be 
so far partially repealed or modified as to 
permit Irish grocers.to sell spirituous li- 
quors by retail on paying the same licence 
duty as.other retailers of spirits.—Sir John 
Frederick reported from the committee, to 
whom the petition of Joseph Burnett, of 
Streatham, in the county.of Surrey, and 
Francis Bigg, deputy land coal meter for 
the said county, was referred; that the 
committee had examined the matter of 
the said petition, and had directed him to 
report the same, as it appeared to them, to 
the house; and he read the report in his 
place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
table, where the same was read. Ordered, 
that leave be given to bring in a bill for 
more effectually preventing of frauds and 
abuses in the admeasurement and delivery 
of Coals, within the several parishes lying 
between the parishes of Egham and Ro- 
therhithe, both inclusive, in the county of 
Surrey ; and that sir John Frederick and 
lord William Russell do prepare, and bring 
in the same.—Mr. Hutchinson presented 
to the house (according to order) a bill for 
building a new gaol for the county of the 
city of Cork, and for supplying the said 
gaol with water; and the same was re- 
ceived, and read the first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time.—Mr. Wilber- 
force presented to the house (according to 
order) a bill to enable the justices of the 
peace for the county of York to provide a 
. convenient house, with suitable accommo- 
dations, for his majesty’s judges of the 
assizes.of the said county; and the same 
was received, and read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a second time.—A bill 
for inclosing lands in the township of Skel- 
ton, in the parishes of Skelton and Over- 
ton, in the North Riding of the county of 
York, was read a second time, and com- 
mitted. —A petition of the Journeymen 
Beot and Shoe Makers, in the. parish of 





Leeds, in the county of York, and its ens 
virons, -was presented to the house, , 
read ; taking.notice of the application ofthe 
Master Boot and Shoe Makers; and sets; 
forth,that, ifthe bill prayed for thereby should 
pass into a law, it will be the utter. ruin of 
several thousands of his majesty’s faithfy) 
and loyal subjects; and therefore prayi 
that the same may not pass into a law 
Mr.:Robert Thornton said, he had put of 
his motion once or twice, in expectation 
that a. discussion would take place on ang 
ther motion connected with it. And as 
such discussion was not likely .to take place 
this-day, he would now barely conten 
himself with moving, that there be laid be. 
fore the house a copy of a letter from gi 
Robert Barlow to lord Lake, dated. the 
20th of Oct. 1805, in answer to a dispatch 
from lord Lake to marquis Cornwallis, da 
ted the 6th of Oct. 1805, Mr, H. Adding. 
ton said he had no objection whatever tg 
the production of this paper, which was on 
dered accordingly.—Mr. Huddlestone said, 
that as he understood that some objections 
were to be made to the papers he was about 
to move for, as there was business of very 
great importance coming on this day, he 
would not interrupt it by making the mos 
tion, but put off the same till after the re 
cess, when he would fix a day for it—Mn. 
Rose said, be should be uvwilling now to 
take up the time of the house. by making. 
the motion, of which he had given no- 
tice yesterday. He had heard of anim 
tention expressed in another place to offer 
to parliament a measure that went to give 
the governors of the West-India islandsa 
discretionary power to suspend. the navi 
gation laws of this country.. They had al- 
ready done this in certain cases, but they 
did so on their. responsibility, and on that. 
point alone the matter ought to.rest. He 
now gave notice that he sbould bring fom 
ward his motion on this day fortwight, 
Lord Temple said, it was the intention of 
those members of the board. to which he 
belonged, to propose that the governors of 
the Islands should be authorised, upon the. 
necessity of the case, to grant. those die 
portations alluded to by the hon, gent. 4 
[Miztitrary Esta BLIsuMENTS, OFTHE 
Country.] Mr. Windham rose and spokeas 
follows:—Sir ; the measures which, lam. 
about to propose are little more than theapr. 
plication of those general principles, whieh. 
I have frequently had o¢casion to urged, 
the house, when questions connected,with, 
thestateo/ our Military Establishmentshave 
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made'the subject of its deliberations. The 
"Knowledge that. such ideas existed in the 
minds of many of my hon. colleagues, as well 
asof myself, naturally produced an opinion, 
that some change conlormably to these 
jdeas was likely to be the consequence.of 
our appointment to office. And, so far, 
theexpectation was reasonable and just. 
But, when it was further supposed, that 
this change was to be immediate, that our 
appointment to. office, and the adoption of 
measures meant as a permanent foundation 
for our Military. Establishments, was to 
pe one and the same thing, such an expec- 
tation was neither warranted by any thing 
saidby myself or by any of my hon, friends, 
either subsequently to our coming. into 
oflice or previous to it, nor countenanced, 
in any degree, by the nature of the pro- 


ceeding itself,—lor, since what we pro-, 


d had more for its object to place the 
service on a right footing in future, than to 
devise expedients for meeting the present 
danger, the measures in view were precisely 
ofthat sort in which care. was of more conse- 
quence than time; in which it was more ex- 
pedient that whatever was done should be 
done rightly, than that it should be done 
speedily.—It is surprising therefore, that 
the hon. gentlemen opposite do not see, that 
incalling so loudly for new measures, they 
are pronouncing-a condemnation on.those 
heretofore taken; that in carrying so high 
their expectations of change, when no 


change was announced from this side of 


the house, they betray a conviction that 
things had been left in a state in which 
change was absolutely necessary, I have 
saidyand say still, that the Military Esta- 
blishments of the Country are On- a false 
and vicious state, that they stand on a 
footing on which they cannot stand long; 
but 1 have never said, that they could 
oot stand for an instant; that something 
must be done, no matter what, or the fabric 
must fall to the ground. It is the hon. 
gentlemen who are talking this language. 
‘There is an expression known in the army, 
applicable to what happens sometimes 
under.an unlucky field-oflicer, and is call- 
ed “ clubbing the battalion,” by which is 
meant, throwing the battalion into such 
‘complete confusion, so mixing the front 
With the rear, the flanks with the centre, 
the right with the left, the grand divisions 
with the sub-divisions, that it is impossible 
dor'the most skilful. adjutant or major, by 
any series of words of command, to bring 
Wagain into order, The hon. geutlemen 
5 





seem to flatter themselves, and certainly 
not without reason, that under this head, 
as well as under many others, they have 
conipletely “‘ clubbed the battalion,” and 
then they stand by, grinning and rubbing 
their hands, exulting in the confusion they 
have made,. and calling triumphantly upon 
their successors to shew what they can do, 
in putting things to rights again.—Sir; 
this task I am now to attempt, in that part 
of the affairs of the country which relates 
to its Military Establishments, I am to 
state to the house, those measures, by which 
his majesty’s servants are endeavouring to 
provide a permanent security against those 
permanent dangers, by which the existence 
of the country is threatened: for we have- 
gone on too long in thinking only of the 
exigency of the moment, in supposing that 
our task was*done when he had staved off 
the danger for the present year, though at 
the price of exhausting the resources and 
weakening the defences of the country, for 
years to come.—The first object that a 
person engaging in such a task must have 
to look to, though it may seem superfluous 
and almost pedantic, formally to.lay down 
the position, isan Army: by which I mean, 
a class of men set apart from the.general 
mass of the community, trained to particu- 
lar uses, formed to peculiar notions, go= 
verned by peculiar laws, marked by parti- 
cular distinctions; who live in bodies.by 
themselves, not fixed to any certain spot, 
nor bound by any settled employment; who 
“neither toil nor spin;’’ whose home is 
their regiment; whose sole ~profession 
and duty it is to encounter and destroy the 
enemies of their country wherever they are 
to be met with, and who in consideration 
of their performing that duty, and the bet- 
ter to enable them to perform it, receive a 
stipend from the state, exempting them from 
the uecessity of seeking a provision in-any 
other mod¢ of life. Ido sot'mean to say, that 
GreatBritain has notat thistime,asit has had 
at all others, aclass of men answering to this 
description ; that the men of this class are 
not as excellent in their kind as at any for.- 
mer period; and that the amount of their 
number is not great as compared with any 
thing but the exigency of the times. I do 
not mean to assert either, that we are not, 
in our language, ready enough to confess 
their importance, and to declare, that in 
all the steps we take, we have for our chief 
object the increase and improvement of 
this description of men: but, what I.do 
mean to say is, that our conduct in this 





respect is at variance with our professions, 
as.our language is, at. different times, at 
variance with itself. Of all the measures 
connected with military objects, in which 
thé house has been employed for years, 
what.is the number that have even had in 
view the improvement of the regular army, 
and how much fewer are those, which can 
fuirly pretend to have been conducive to} 
that end? Though the Army, it was said, 
was finally to be benefited, the first object 
of the measure has always been, not to 
create.an Army, but a substitute for an 
Army ;. and, in the course of this, we have 
so filled our minds with levies in mass, 
armed citizens, armed nations, and other 
ideas of that:sort, that the very first con- 
ception and notion of an Army appear to 
be altogether forgotten. We seem to eup- 
pose, that whenever we have got a set of 
men together, no matter on what principle 
combined, have put them in a certain 
dress, ranged them in a certain order, and 
taught them certain exercises, that, as far 
as that number goes, we have created an 
Army; which is about as wise, as what we 
see of children in their sports, who, when 
they have. fixed a piece of stick in the 

round, fancy they have planted a tree. 

Vhat is wanting in either case, is the vital 
principle. We perceive this in the case of 
the children, but aever suspect that the 
same is true of our own attempts, when 
we suppose that we can create armies 
without danger and without discipline. 
Danger and discipline are the very sap 
and juices out of which all that ‘has 
life-and action must spring: it is from 
them alone must arise the real military 
character; as from the military character 
must proceed all that can really constitute 
‘an Army. How danger must operate to this 
end, isobviousto every one ; butit would not 
be difficult to shew, that discipline is equally 
necessary, and that all the high military 
virtues, whose characteristic is courage, 
grow, like flowers out of dung, from a prin- 
ciple that is founded in fear. There must 
be some extraordinary property in armies, 
that can enable them to produce effects so 
far beyond the natural powers of their num- 
bers. LIwish the house to recollect how 
little, at all times, the fate of nations, 
when contending against each other, has 
been decided by any thing but the opera- 
tions of their armies. The times are past, 
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neral strength of its population, wher thy 
strength of the army was the mere. 

of the physical force and courage of the jy, 
dividuals who composed it. Nations 
and in every more improved state of socig 
ty, even before the great revolution prody 
ced in the world by the invention of gu, 
powder, were brought to act upon ea} 
other only by the intervention. of their ap 
mies, The armies are the champions 9 
each side, to which the countries sey 
commit their quarrel ; and when the cham 
pion falls, the cause is lost, The parties 
are heard only by their counsel. In hoy 
many instances has it ever happened, that 
when the army was defeated, the conteg 
was restored by an insurrection of the 
ple at large? This notion, therefore, of 
levy in mass, so far as experience has hi 
therto gone, would seem to be one to whieh 
it would be wholly unsafe to trust. Th 
people in mass are like metal in the or; 
—and as all the iron that ever came froma 
Swedish mine would never hew a block, 
or divide a plank, till it was wrought and 
fashioned into the shape of 4 hatehe, 
or & saw, so the strength of a peopl 
can never, perhaps, be made capable o 
producing much effect in war, till if 
Is extracted partially, and moulded inte 
that factitious and highly polished instrw 
ment, called an Army. ‘The only instance 
in modern times, that would seem to con. 
tradict this opinion, is America. But Am 
rica was enabled to resist by its distance, 
aad by its vastness. The arm of this coup 
try could act but feebly, when stretebed 
across the Atlantic ; and the forces thata. 
rived there were dispersed and lost in the 
immense expanse which they had to occe 
py. There was an ocean of three thousand 
miles in front, and a continent of boundles 
extent behind, America is therefore hardlyan 
instance. In the cases that are properly i 
stances, in what manner have things hap 
pened? The latest experience is the most 
decisive. What are the two events, which 
more perhaps than any other two, bavede 
cided the fate of the present world? The 
battles of Marengo and Austerlitz, Yet 
what were these events, except as markilg 
the power of armies, compared with the 
consequences which they severally prod 
ced? What were the numbers concemed, tht 
space occupied, the time employed, ti 
lives lost on those days, compared withthe 


or, rather, never existed but among rude] states and. kingdoms whose fate was the 


and uncultivated nations, when one coun- 
try contended against another by the ge- 


decided ? Why were the millions of pe 
ple composing those states to receive the 
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odoott from ‘the issue of a combat between 
gfew thousands on the plains of Austeér- 
fite or Marengo? Yet such was the fact. 
The battle’ is lost, and Europe submits in- 
stantly to the will of the conqueror.—But 
itis not merely that the fact is so; our own 
opinions are in perfect conformity to this 
“feet, whenever we reason upon the affairs, 
not of our own, but of any other country, 
When the emperors of France and Germa- 
sny drew forth their armies lately to their 
gespective frontiers, what did we ever ex- 
‘pect was to stop the progress of either ar- 
‘my, but the army opposed to it? Why, in 
fact, were the armies drawn out at all, if 
40'stop the progress of an army the popula 
tion of acountry could be sufficient? When 
general Mack was defeated, we looked ‘to 
nothing but the Russians. No one ever 
dreamt, that if they likewise were defeated, 
of withdrawn, that Buonaparté was not to 
proceed to Vienna, with as little trouble, 
and in'as short a time, as was necessary 
to march that distance. Yet, it was not 
because there did not exist in those cour- 
tries a brave and warlike people animated by 
the usual feelings of men attached to their 
prince, and loving their ancient institutions, 
and abhorring the idea of a foreign yoke. 
All these there were ; yet of five and twen- 
ty millions of loyal subjects, by whom 
the emperor boasted to be surrounded, 
not five-and-twenty perhaps were found, 
by whom the smallest resistance was at- 
tempted, when once the armies were over- 
thrown. If ever there was a country cal- 
culated to be defended by its inhabitants ; 
if ever there were inhabitants qualified to 
defend a country, it was Swisserland, and 
the Swiss. ‘The country was a succession 


of passes, where an handful of men might 


defend themselves, one should suppose, 
against thousands: the inhabitants were 
@nation of warriors ; strong in limb, stout 
in heart, whose courage in Europe was 
proverbial ; who had all seen service, and 
who were attached, beyond measure, to 
their native soil. Yet, without any falling 
off, perhaps, from their ancient character, 
how little were these people able to do, even 
in defence of such a country, against the 
‘force and skill, and active powers of a re- 
gular army !—The case may possibly be 
widely different here. I hope, and trust, it 
willbe’ so. [ am willing to push as far as 
anybody the hopes to be entertained from! 
the zeal, the energy, the patriotism, the 
intelligence, the creative talents, the enter- 
prising tg the high mind, and“determi- 
OL. ¥i. 





ned valour, of the inhabitants of these is- 
lands ; but, though! will hope every thing 
from these qualities, and do feel sanguine 
that the hope will not be disappointed, I 
will not, when I can avoid it, ‘make them 
part of my calculation.“ And heré it ‘is 
whimsical to observe, that’ while certain 
gentlemen are charging me’as indulging my 
fancy, and dealing in theorétical‘opinions, 
it is they themselves, if ‘theit modesty 
would suffer them to perceive it, who are 
the real theorists, and who, like the gentle- 
man in the French comedy, ‘are talking 
prose without knowing ‘any thing of the 
matter. Their opinions are, I trust, per- 
fectly well founded ; but still, as leading 
to conclusions different from those which 
experience has hitherto taught, they are 
no more than theory; whilst IT, whom 
they accuse a3 theoretical, am keeping close 
in my conduct, whatever I’ may do in my 
hopes, to the dull and beaten road of ex- 
perience.—In the mean time the facts and 
reflections above set forth, the object of 
which is to recall to gentlemen’s minds the 
importance of regular armies, will not be 
deemed superfluous’ or misplaced, if we 
either considér the system’which has been 
pursued by the’ country for someyears past, 
or turn our thoughts at once to the result, 
namely, the very important, and, as some 
may think, very alarming fact, that of the 
regular forces, (as it is now the fashion to 
call them) to which the defence of this 
country must be entrusted in case of inva- 
sion, not less than one hundred thousand 
are composed of troops, who, by the very 
tenure of their service, can have never 
seen a battle, till they come to fight that 
first (and perhaps last) battle, (against 
troops, too, such as they will have to con- ° 
tend with), which must be decisive, proba- 
bly of the fate of the country.— Assuming, 
then, the importance of regular armies, 
which no one denies, but which every one 
seems disposed to forget, the next enquiry 
is,—how they are to be obtained? that is to 
say, in ee present instance, how weare toin- 
sure to the country, what, for many years, un- 
questionably, it has never had,—a constant 
and permanent source of recruiting adequate 
to the supply of its regular forces?—The nae 
ture of things here yields us but the option 
of one of two modes ; force or choice. In 
most of the countries of Europe, the na- 
tare of the government admits of a recur- 
rence to the former of these modes; and, 
undoubtedly, wheneyer that is the case, 
a the “power ef the government is 
u 
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such, that persons acting in its behalf, have 
no more to do than to go forth among the 
artisans and the peasantry, taking with 
them the standard they mean to obserye of 
age and size, and selecting, of those who 
are: found to. answer it, as many as will 
suit their purpose, there can be no process 
so easy, so effectual, so certain; but, un- 
luckily’ for the present object, though bap- 
_pily for every .other, this is a process to 
which this country cannot resort. It is 
‘not that the abstract right is wanting; there 
must be in every country a supreme power, 
and, in theory, nothing can limit what is 
‘Supreme ; but practically, the exercise of 
this power isso tettered and coutrolled, the 
measures of force which we can employ 
are so confined to legal forms, so abridged, 
restricted, constrained, and modified, that 
the effect is reduced. to almost nothing ; 
the machine is stopt by its triction.—But, 
it is not merely on the score of Ineflicacy 
that measures of this sort are objectionable. 
The force of free countries,, while it is in- 
efficacious oftén in respect to its object, is 
ten times more efficacious than that of the 
most arbitrary, withrespect to the severity 
oi its operation. A purely arbitrary power 
is,-by its nature, a discretionary oue ; and 
‘discretion, when vested. in proper bands, 
‘and where no temptation exists to the 
‘abuse of it, is the best and mildest of all 
rules, A German prince, or Russian no- 
bleman, who had his subjects or vassals be- 
‘fore him, could dispense with the man to 
whom service was a hardship, and say to 
another, to whom it might be no burthen 
atall, you shall serve in his room. But 
the law can make no such distinctions, can 
have no such feelings; it must take what- 
ever comes before it, without considering 
ihe hardship it inflicts, or whether it is ope- 
rating upon alive subject or adead. It 
works like a machine, like a mili, and 
would grind tbe miller, if he should happen 
to fall in, with as little compunction as it 
would the coru.—These are, speaking ge- 
nerally, the objections to the use of coer- 
‘cive means, in a country like this. But, 
after all, our measures of force, as applied 
to military service, are measures of force, 
only in name, We. force nothing but the 
money. That we can do; wecam make 
the men pay; but the service. is at dast 
performed by the man who engages volun- 
tarily. The real character, therefore, of 
our measures of compulsory service, is 
ouly that of a tax, and of the worst of ali 
(ayes, that of a tax by lot. Let a tax be 


ai att 





imposed equally, ‘so as to bear-in’ its dye 
proportion upon all parts of the 

nity, and. there is nothing hardly whichy 
country like this cannot sustain, Qpp 
may venture to say, that if a tax of amjk 
lion, could. be laid on in the course-ofg 
night, without any notice from discussions 
in this house or otherwise, and with the 
art possessed by a late great financign, 
whose race is run, or by that of my noble 
friend, whose star is now beaming aboyg 
the horizon, and rising, I trust, to equal 
glory, the country might never discover 
that any new burthen was imposed  upop 
them. . Some might conceive, perhaps, that 
they felt a little heavier; as men do in dif 
ferent states of the atmosphere ; but having 
no barometer to ascertain the fact, 
would ascribe the opinion to fancy, and 
think no more of it. Were this million, 
however, instead of being dispersed in the 
way which I have supposed, divided into 
20,000 shares of 50/. each, or even int 
50,000 shares of 20/. each, and levied on 
those who might be selected for that pum 
pose, and on inany of whom it must fall by 
lot, it is easy to see what calamity it must 
produce ; that it might crush some oneat 
every step it took; would draw blood a 
almost every stroke.—Nothing therefor 
can be either so false in principle, or » 
oppressive in practice, as what we entitle 
measures of compulsory service, and whith 
sO many, without consideration, are per 
petually calling for. We hear every day 
that the crisis of the country demands s» 
crifices, that half measures will not do, that 
we must have something strong. | These 
calls come, 1 am afraid, i general from 
those, who hope after all, that the strength 
of the measure will not fall upon them, 
Let us settle our minds distinctly upon the 
subject. Do we mean a_ conscription, 
which, proceeding by ballot, (the only mode 
I presume we think of) shall be conclusive 
as to the person on whom the lot falls, and 
compel him, whoever he may be, to serve 
for a limited term as a soldier? If we do, 
the hardship will be found to be such# 
no country could endure. If we \do adh 
if we mean that he shall be at liberty 
lo commute his service, then he the 
commutes it for a fixed fine, which bring 
us to the sort of tax, which has been jut 
spoken of, or for a substitute, and thense 
instantly run up the bounty to an amout 
which, besides being atax, anda tax still 
more heavy, makes it impossible: in futer 
to supply the army by any.other meause? 





a ae 


BReSee See. BS 


= 


‘SFEB2E2 


ERR AEEES Se Sa E 


7 


66i} PARL: DEBATES, Arr. 3, 1806.—Military Establishments of the Country. [662 


Wevhave, infact, had experience of these 
measures; and the effect of the ‘trial, 


. though necessary perhaps at the time, and 


certainly productive of much immediate 
advantage, does not encourage a repetition 
éf the attempt. If a conscription is pro- 

d, numbers are instantly ready to de- 
daré in its favour; but, if you only change 
the tiathe, and ask whether we shall renew 
the act for the army of reserve, however 
productive that measure was, raising cer- 
tainly a greater number of men than has 
been raised before or since in the same time, 
the feeling is*instantly reversed, atid we 
declare decidedly against any measure of 
the sort.—I-will not pretend to say, that 
nostich measure can at any time be resort- 
éd ‘to,’ It is impossible to say, to what 
the'exigencies of the times aud the neces- 
tity of tlte’state may drive us. But of this 
Pam sure, that without a more urgent ne- 
cessity ‘than exists: at this moment, mea- 
tures so ‘oppressive in: their immediate ef- 
fects, and so injurious in their lasting con- 
sequences, should not be resorted to, till 
is was seen that milder and more legitiinate 
methods were incapable of succeeding.— 
These ‘methods are many of themr so ob- 
vious and simple, that it:‘seems to be mat- 
ter of no small surprise, if in all this time 
we should never have thought of having 
recourse to them.’ If our army is to be 
coniposed of men who enter voluntarily, 
in what’ possible way can we hope to fill it 
but by bringing the ‘service to a state In 
which it may be an object of their choice? 
Out ‘attempt, ‘on the. contrary, seems for 
many years to have been to induce men to 
engage‘in a service which is not the object 
of their choice. Can it be surprising that 
we should have failed? We complain that 
the/part of our population willing to en- 
gage in military service, upon the terms 
on Which it is now offered, is not sutffi- 
ciently numerous to furnish the supply 
required. » The answer is, if you: cannot 
change the state of your population, change 
‘the state-of your service ; improve it-til it 
becomes an object to greater nunibers than 
are at present inclined to engage in its With- 
out this, our means of recruiting must. for 
a part of it, be mere deception and artifice. 
We are in the state of men selling wares 
‘inferior in value to the price we ask for 
thems and, accordingly, are perpetually say- 
ing, that none but the ignorant and the 
thoughtless will ever be tempted to become 
‘buyers. ‘To such a pass has this got, that 
of late years one of our chief resources has 


been: by recruiting boys. Men grown up, 
with all the grossness, and ignorance, and 
consequent want of consideration incident 
to the lower classes, are'too wary to accept 
our offers: we must add to the thoughtless- 
ness arising from situation, the ‘weakness 
and improvidence of youth. Why this, un- 
less the trade of a soldier is incapable of 
such improvement as may bring it ‘into 
competition with a sufficient portion of the 
trades and callings in lower life?—Nothing 
can shew more the false state into which 
our system of recruiting is fallen, than the 
practice, now so'long familiar to us as to be 
received us a matter of course, ‘of engaging 
meg to. serve by bounties. We forget that 
this was not always so ; that within the me- 
mory of many of-us, so-late as within a 
few years of the breaking out of the Ameri- 
tan war, the ided of bounty, properly speak- 
ing, was unknown, A guinea to provide the 
récruits with necessaries, and a crown to 
drink the king’s health, was all that was given 
upon enlistment. The service itself was the 
bounty. Whatever is added, shews deci- 
sively, that the service does not stand up- 
on its true footing; and the amount of the 
bounty, bating the change in the value of 
‘money, would be.the measure of the devi- 
ation, if it was not that by our injudicious 
methods and the competition that has. been 
thus excited, we have raised these boun- 
ties beyond their natural amount. All that 
is given by government to induce any man 
to enter the service, is a confession that the 
pay and condition of a soldier is not what 
it used to be, a real equivalent, -in the es- 
timation of the man entering, for the va- 
lue of his service. We are paying a man 
to accept what we offer: we are buying the 
buyer.—Never, therefore, can the system 
of supplying the Army be considered as 
resting upon its proper basis, till the ne- 
cessity of bounty shall havé ceased; and 
till the trade and calling of a soldier shall 
be brought to the state of other trades and 
callings, for entering into which no man 
receives a premium, but where, on the con- 
trary, a premium isoften paid for permission 
toenter. Such a change cannot be brought 
about at once. When things have long 
gone on i, an improper channel, time must 
be required to turn them.” But this must 
be the end aimed at, and I know not what 
there is to prevent its being ultimately at- 
tained.—T'wo things are necessary: the 
first and most important is, that the con- 
dition of service should be such, as that 
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knowing what it is, should consider it as an 
eligible calling ;--that there, should exist, 
at all times,» 


tged ip the community, 
a sufic, wenber,.of individuals, | if they 
can but beilound ont to whom the life and 
condition of, a soldier,,such,.as it. ynay be 
made, with all its advantages: and all its 
“disadvantages, should, instead of a shard- 
ship, be considered as preferable to, the 
. conditions and callings in which they must 
otherwise have to seek a livelibood, With- 
out. this, the supply of the Army by volun- 
tary enlistment is impossible; it must be 
by force or fraud; or,.what is much the 
same.thing, by bribing men todo, through 
the influence, of some. sudden. temptation, 
or momentary passion, what they. will be 
ready to destroy themselves for having 
done the moment after, But, supposing 
the state of the service to. be such as.is 
here described, something yet remains to 
be done, namely, to. make the fact geue- 
rally known and understood among those: 
with whom it js to operate... It is not suf- 
ficient that your wares are good, that they’ 
are worth the price you ask, you must. 
have them properly advertised; you must; 
expose them in proper situations ; must; 
shew them advantageously in your shop- 
windows ; must carry them to, the proper 


¢ 
ee he 


derate limit, You cannot increase the pay ty 
suchan extent, without rendering the Aray 
licentious ; and in proportion as.an army i 
licentious, severity of discipline Must, by 
necessarily resorted to, and that seve 
would have the effect of deterri PerSON 
from entering, - You are thereloss, wig 
regard to the pay, confined to narrow} 
mits; for you cannot, as I have alreads 
said, have an.army without discipline, — 
is also to be recollected, that military. se 
vice is not a mode of life favourable ig 
longevity; but, notwithstanding this co, 
sideration, recommendations in its favo 
are not wanting, ‘There is an inyinoibly 
sense of dignity in the profession of 
which makes men assume it in spite ofal) 
the inconveniences attached to it. Dh 
service is one with regard to. whigh 
can reward men by distinctions. Yj 
have certainly invaded those distinctighy 
and, as far as you could in that respe 
have done the service a material ama 
most an irreparable injury. Though yoy 
cannot increase the pay; though you cay 
not take from the service those seasusy 
of discipline which deter the indolent 
from entering; yet you have left sufficient 
means of encouragement to make the Amy 
infinitely beyond what it is at presemt 





fairs and markets. If you put your shop 
in a back street, or if you do not have your 
advertisers, your clickers or barkers, or 
whatever they are called, there your goods: 
may lay. If ye have your recruiting) 
officers in the Isle of Wight, you cannot’ 
expect a young lad to walk from Cumber- 
Jand or Yorkshire in order to offer his ser-; 
vices to them. You must act upon the’ 
same plan they do at wakes or fairs; you 
must place your goods in situations where 
they are most conspicuous,-—The hon, gen- 
tlemen opposite me will, perhaps, say this 
js what is done in order to carry into effect 
the Additional Torce bill; that bills are) 
posted up in shops and markets, inviting 
recruits to enter, This is what I call au! 
unfair trade, carried on.by persons unfit to 
be employed or trusted, and what I by no} 
means wish to recotnmend.——We now come, 
to the application of the principle I am ine! 
culcating; and, first, what cau he done to! 
put the service on the best possible footing. | 
The first plan that naturally. strikes the 
mind is to raise your pay,—If you could 
raise the pay to $s. a day, you would never 
want soldiers; but, besides the objection} 
to the expence, there is another which ne- 
cessarily confines you within a more mos! 


Under the head of encouragements may 
enumerated, provisians for old_age ; prom 
' sions for persons disabled, which may beim 
creased. ad libitum; various distinchoy 
which government has the means of dis 
tributing, not in the-way of pay. They hay 
the means of giving whatever advantage 
they may choose, suited to the rank, sitim 
tion, and condition of the party, Theres 
one great head of encouragement, to the 
service, which the system I propose admis 
of. It is one by which I think the tempi 
tion to enter will be increased to a prode 
gious extent, without any prejudice tole 
service, and very little inconvenience to the 
soldier. It is a measure which has bee 
supported by many of the first euthot 
ties in the country, I mean that chang 
of condition which will place our regula 
troops On the same footing with thosed 
every. other power on ‘the continent i 
propose that, instead of general service fa 
life, they should be enlisted to serve fora 
term of years. This is the system of 4 
vice.in all the states of Europe exceptowt 
own. I say of,Murope, though a large pir 
portion of our own force, the 100,000. a 
to which I before alluded, are-engaged i 
alimited term, Those gentlemen, whoa 
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those troops, as equal, or near-. 

ly equal to regular troops, cannot consis- 
tly make any objection to this alteration. 
Kt would be rather strange if they should 
contend that such a change in the term pf 
service will destroy the character of an ar- 
my. 1 admit there will be a difference, 
put that difference will arise not from limi- 
tation of service but from limitation of 
, which gives them difierent officers 

who never can have acted in times of dan- 
, That this change will have the effect 

of inducing men to enter, is so clear, so 
certain, so totally incontrovertible, that it 
isunnecessary to urge it. Undoubtedly a 
man would prefer having an option rather 
thannooption. This is one of those things 
which no evidence can over-rule, When I 
hearit-said that corps of different dura- 
tions of service will obtam men at the same 
price, Lreply, that the argument may be met 
bythe dact that corps of the sume duration of 
serviicegive different prices, Strange as it 
may seem, there are men who appear to like 
$guineas as well as 10. I cannot account for 
this, though I know it is so. A man may 
bein doubt, and half a guinea may make 
the diflerence ; when, if he hesitated longer, 
he might obtain the larger sum. I see 
bodies rise in the air, though I Know there 
jsa principle of gravitation which carries 
them downwards. I must know that men, 
generally speaking, do like 10 guineas bet- 
” ter than 5, but I find some acting otherwise, 
Jsee some men take the lesser sum when 
they might get the greater. Therefore upon 
this part of the subject I shall dwell no 
Jonger,—-Amother principle which I pro- 
pose is, not so much the introduction of a 
change, as with a view to do away a re- 
striction injurious to the service. This 
principle, if adopted, must have the effect 
of filling the armies, and providing a supply 
for them equal to the necessities of any 
emergency, On this subject 1 know.that 
1am opposed by many high and respectable 
military authorities, out I know also that I 
@m supported by others as high and as 
wespectable, If 1 pause on the subject, it 
isbecause of its magmitude, aud not be- 
tause I feel the smallest doubt of the value 
or the rectitude of the principle. — The first 
onsideration is, what we see in all the 
Bervices of Europe.—Do we think, that in 
‘the armigs of foreign powers the sort of 
Sdldiers’ character we admire does not! 
exist in.as-high a degree of perfection as in’ 
oir own-army or navy? Then am I to be 


told that what qwill do on the continent for 


ali nations, and for different operations, will 
not do for us? I see great. distinctions in 
national character among ourselves; but 
it would be against all presumption to say, 
that we England, Ireland, and Scotlaad, 
should difier so from the Continent, that 
what produces an effect on them should 
produce none upon us, This is so much 
against all presumption, that it would be 
impossible to adopt any supposition so 
perfectly gratuitous. The military service 
continues the same up to the very last pee 
riod of its duration. It is not a thing that 
ends gradually at the end of 7 or 8 years: 
the power of controul is the same. It is 
as strong when it ceases, as at any former 
period. Why should we suppose that will 
happen here which we know has not hap» 
penedelsewhere? And here I musttake no- 
tice of the 100,000 men before adverted to, 
Will amy one say, that the conps raised for 
limited service are not inthe same state of 
discipline as any other regular troops? 
Turn to your bead of service ig the Indian 
armies. Are not the anmies of India in 
high estimation though ali raised for limit. 
ed service? ‘The principle I am contending 
for is, then, on the one side se nncoptras 
dicted by expenienoe, as fares we can trace 
it by ay authority, that I must sey, feare 
ful as I should be of making any change o¢ 
innovation, I have never been able to.per- 
suade- myself that there is emy foundation 
for the apprehensions entertained upen the 
subject, and that if we suffer ourselves to 
be stopped upon considerations so perfectr 
ly gratuitous, there is nothing which might 
not be stopped. ‘Fhe same. objections would 
apply to any other species of improvement 
that can be proposed.—Another mode of 
inducing men to enter is certainly open te 
us. It is by antroduciag a series of tee 
wards; a part of discipline you have tee 
much neglected. The less you require af 
the severity of discipline, the more will mea 
be induced to-enter the service. There is 
nothing which bas done more harm thee 
severity of discipline, and its relaxation 
will of course-reconcile people to the army. 
I would not here be understoad to mead 
that corporal punishment should be wh 
done away; for there are some men 4 
high and turbulent spirits who aamst- be 
kept down by the fear of it; but the distie’ 
pline, may be rendered infinitely less rigor- 
ous. By this means, a better description 
of men will be induced to enter the-army, 
and the better the men you get, the less 
necessity will there be for severe punish- 














thents. °'Tlierefore, with respect to ‘disci- 
pline, my own opinion is that to temper it 
would” tend’ to the improvement of the 
atmy.—There is another, and a very ma- 
terial effect it would have: it wouldlessen 
Desertion. [ would‘ask gentlemen on the 
other side; whether they do not know that 
‘the Desertion under their bill, the Addi- 
tional Force Act, ‘has amounted to more 
than one’ fifth? Of 13,000: men raised 
By it, I believe it will -be found that 2800 
have deserted. What bas been the deser- 
tion with regard to the ‘general service o! 
the army ? We know that the vicious sys- 
tem which ‘Jed to our buying men by bigh 
bounties, has been as wasteful to the funds 
of the’public as injurious to the service. 
We know that high bounties, combined with 
other bad regulations, have tended to pro. 
duce Desertion. There is another objection 
urged against this change, which applies to 
this country more than ‘to’ any other, be- 
eause of ‘our foreign and- colonial service. 
T’shall not be the person to say that-it is 
fiot a consideration which ouglit to weigh 
of itself, and that in adopting the measure, 
the objection ought not to be provided 
against; but it is so distant and-especially 
with respect to a plan intended for per- 
manency, that it is hardly worth attending 
to. ‘The objection may be reduced to so 
narrow a compass, as'to have hardly any 
effect. \|Expedients may be adopted within 
certain limits, by which the colonial service 
wilh not receive the’ least injury... Addi- 
tional allowances may be granted to colo- 
nial services ; application of the men already 
enlisted ; additional advantages in various 
respects; all these collectively will be so 
far found to narrow the objection, as that 
the value of it cannot be set against the 
advantages in-other respects. [tis im that 
way only I dwell on the circumstance. 
The inconvenience cannot be felt for a 
nomber’ofiyears to come. Unquestionably, 
af there were any ofour distant possessions 
to which this objection could apply, it 
would:be'those in the East. Indies. Now, 
weknow that all: the armies of the Hast- 
India company are recruited foria term of 
‘years, and for a very short term too. I 
have" heard it said, ‘that the  East-India 
eompany did not keep faith with their 
troops, ‘and’ once was of opinion that there 
-was some foundation for the assertion ; but ] 
am now“persuaded. by what ‘1 have learnt, 
fronvan authority on which I can rely, that 
my opinion was ‘erroneous. 1° am con- 
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— — than they did, their rectyiy Hy 
g could not have gone on.” Tam ass : 
oni the authority of an’ officer of high ranky : 
that they-were scrupulous and exact tog ” 
degree, as to providing for the men’s retup I i 
whose’ terms were expired, and that w 
sent them Home with the accommodation : 
of the: company’s own ships, which was the x 
best accommodation they could hare He 
Pherefore there was nothing that themey 4 yj 
could complain of. This is a most powey. val 
ful argument and authority ; for if you cay. se 
with no inconvenience carry onthe servieg [re 
by enlisting’ for a term of. years in so.dig i 
taut a colony, you can surely do-so her Man 
Among the remedies, would be the este HE. fe: 
blishment of that branch of the army which “pu 
has been approved by the highest autho [i -thn 
rity; I mean the Second Battations.-<slff’ C0! 
were asked what I would do with the meg be 
whose terms of service were near expiring I the 
I should say, put them into the secondbas [rag 
talions: It is curious to observe how the 
carelessly many plans are objected to; Murs 
for among. many well-written . opinions J -op) 
drawn up with much care and industry by day 
persons who are stpposed to. be bestia HF eve 
quainted with the subject, one is the im — -not 
mense expence that will consequently at det: 
tend the ‘having’ so .often to. renew th ‘few 
bounties. This 1s to'suppose, what Ivthink J -gen 
will not be the case, that the bounties wil B side 
continue as they are at present. Itdoe § ‘whi 
not follow that they are to be alwaysithe bod 
same,-though the reduction cannot take  sert 
place allat once. If the system I propos J vest 
is’ persevered in, I am» convinced the § uni 
bounties will be reduced to nothing, ‘Iti J gres 
urged that if limited service is adopted, we ‘toa 
mast be losing constantly a number.of men & wou 
at the expiration of the term of theirses @ -ratic 
vice; that is, if you enlist for 8 years, you B ‘to c 
must, at the end of § years, lose ai Sh @ and 
of your army: Such a calculation» might BH -entit 
do, supposing that none of the men wereto ® ‘tenc 
die, but delivered up their servicesatth & upor 
end of their time. But you cannovmale & sert. 
the calculation as you would with reference Upon 
to.antiuities or leases. The fact.is, thenum — ‘prev 
ber of people you would lose that way, would H “bot t 
be very inconsiderable. Many would nd @ -woul 
be alive, but would be replaced by others IF of re 
and many would have received encourage B. 2gain 
ment in. the way of promotion which ‘But 
attach them: by interest to: the service, ail to th 
others would, from having become hibie@ servic 
tuated to a military life,’ not bevdisposel I those 
to ¢laim their discharge: | With respedtll — 
r 





men: on. foreign -service: in. the Kast 
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- West Indies, 1am aware 1 am not at liberty 
to argue as to the number who would: claim 
tobe discharged. It may be said at the 
-game time, that this circumstance may give 
_riseto competition amongst regiments who 
would wish to have those men at the ex- 
-piration of their service, Ido not apprehend 
cany thing of this-kind ;° but if it were pos- 
sible even to happen, the remedy forit is ob- 
-yious and easy. If a soldier should have a 
strong desire, at the expiration of his term of 
_service in one regiment, to go to another 
regiment, I do’not see why this desire may 
‘not:be gratified,on certain.terms. If, from 
any circuinstance, he should so much pre- 
.fer another regiment as to be content to 
‘purchase the exchange with the loss of 
-three’ years’ service out of seven, I should 
consider it hard to prevent him. It will 
be sufficient for the sake of discipline, that 
there should be this considerable discou- 
‘agement to the changing his regiment, at 
the expiration of his term.—I have been 
curged by the calls of the right hon. gent. 
-opposite to bring forward the measure this 
-day before the minute details of it are in 
every instance completely arranged. It is 
‘not however very material whether those 
details are brought forward to-day or. a 
few days later, as the holidays will afford 
‘gentlemen a convenient opportunity of con- 
sidering. the ‘particulars of a subject, of 
‘which every body knows a little and no- 
‘body knows much. With respect to De- 
settion, I think there might be a power 
vested ‘in courts martial to restore the 
unfortunate persons who may bave trans- 
gressed, perhaps from intoxication, if not 
‘toa whoie, at least to a part of what they 
»would be entitled to at the regular expi- 
ration of their term. It would be cruel 
‘to deprive a poor man of those’ privileges 
aid rewards to which by service he was 
entitled, because ina moment of inadver- 
‘tency or intoxication he had been prevailed 
upon by others or felt an inclination to de- 
sert. This must produce a gradual effect 
uponthearmy. Itiscertain that desertion 
S ‘prevails even in the most limited service : 
‘bot to say that the prevalence of desertion 
‘would not be counteracted by the prospect 
of release at a certain time, is to argue 
_ Bgainst the first principle of human nature. 
But then, it may be started as an objection 
to this, that men desert from corps whose 
services are limited, as well as they do from 
those of a different description, Certainly 
‘they do so, but I still contend that they. 
desert in the one case when they would 





not. in the otper. I might: here-use the 
same argument as in the casés of high and 
low bounties. ‘The truth is, that these 
things happen often by chance, or from cir- 
cumstances, independent of bounty or term 
of service. Men desert wheu they see others 
deserting around them, from the influence 
of bad example or persuasion, and.a var 
riety of other causes. But still here I must 
look at thegeneral principle which must in» 
fluence the mind in a greater or less degree. 
—It isalso urged, that those who enter into 
the service are, for the greater part, thought- 
less, inconsiderate, and often unprincipled 
men, who never look to distant advantages 
of any kind whatever. I will not deny, 
but that, in a great degree, it is so;. and 
that is one of the principal defects I com. 
plain of in our present system. . But the 
great benefit which may be fairly expected 
trom a measure of the sort now proposed, 
is, that it will introduce a new and better 
description of persons into the army, not 
altogether so thoughtless nor so inconside- 
rate, but who are attracted by the advantages 
that the military seryice holds out.—I may 
be told that to hold out to a young lad the 
prospect of an advantage at the end of 7 
or 14 years, is to hold out an advantage 
that will have no weight with him. Cer- 
tainly, it may have uo weight as applied 
by the young man directly to himself; but, 
when he sees the influence it has on those 
around him, he cannot fail) to be equally 
influenced by it himself. He will perhaps 
converse with his uncle ‘Tom, who, 14 years 
before, had gone for a soldier. He will see 
him, alter completing bis terms, enjoying 
in full health and vigour, with constitution 
unimpaired and in the prime of life, the ho- 
nourable allowance granted by his couatry 
iu reward of his services: while some other 
relation, perhaps his father, who. remained 
at home, is reduced to poverty and want, 
and wringing a scanty pittance from the pa- 
rish. An example such as this, in his owa 
family, cannot fail to induce a young man, 
more than any- profound calculation,. te 
prefer the military life; for itis not. so 
much from individual judgement. as. from 
the estimation in which the service is held 
by others, thatit derives its priucipal at- 
iractions.—As to the period.of service, that 
may be varied as may be deemed.most con- 
ducive to the object proposed, namely, the 
supplying and augmenting the regular army, 
The inclination.of. my mind. is, that. 7 
years is the properest, term. Seven years 
isa term familiar te this country, and no- 
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thing more than the generality ofall appren- 
: dicesbipi to trades, } think it is also such a 
term as will combine that mixture of the 
service of the man, whichthe army would re- 
quire, with the attractions, that will be neces- 
sary to induce him to enter it. After the first 
period of 7 years, | should propose that the 
soldier should have the privilege of his dis- 
charge, and all the advantages which are 
at present enjoyed by those who have ser- 
ved -in the militia, such as-the right of 
exercising bis trade in any place where he 
tay choose to settle. These should be all 
the advantages for the first period.—TIf the 
soldier should wish to renew his engagement 
for a second term of 7 years, I should then 
propose that in addition to these, he should 
have a small increase of pay, not so large 
as to do any injury to the service, and yet 
sufficient to form a mark of distinction. 
For this purpose, six-pence a week will, I 
think, be enough.—For the third period, 
it might be proper to have a farther increase 
of pay. But, reverting to the second period 
(on the suggestion of a friend near me); with 
regard 'to the second period, the soldier will 
again have aright to his discharge. I am 
speaking here of the infantry. For the ca- 
valry, different terms may be fixed, perhaps 
10 years for the first term, 6 for the second, 
and 5 for the last, as more time is necessary 
for training the cavalry, and still more for 
training the artillery. At theend of the se- 
cond period it is the inclination of my mind, 
that the man should have a pension for life, 
At that time, undoubtedly, he might be 
perfectly entire and fit for further service, 
fall of health andstrength, and in the prime 
of life; but still, by going home in this 
condition, and holding out to all around 
him an instance of the advantages offered 
by the service, he would perhaps be of no 
less advantage, probably he~ might be of 
more, than if he had continued to serve for 
the third period. Invaluable as it would be to 
retain a soldier of this description in the ser- 
vice, it is infinitely more valuable that he 
should go back into the community, and ex- 
hibit a beneficial example in the enjoyment’ 
of the merited bounty of the county. The 
sum may be hereafter regulated. Whether 
any service should be required of them, and 
whether they should be at the option of 
the Chelsea board for home service in the 
garrison battalions, I shail leave to be 
hereafter determined.—For the third period 
I should propose an increase of pay of one 
shilling per week, for they would then be 
soldiers fully tried aud worthy of having 
5 





the highest confidence placed in them)! 
the end of the 21 years it is fit that th 
should retire with the full allowange ¢ 
Chelsea, such as it has been settled 
the late government and the commande, 
in-chief for those who have distinguish 
themselves in particular places, or have, 
dergone particular services; such as thoy 
who have lost their sight in Egypt. By ju 
dicious regulations this allowance might}, 
raised to a shilling a day. The menwh 
shall entitle themselves to this all 
shall be free from all further service ip pay, 
rison battalions, or in any other line: and 
if they carry off robustuess of frame ani 
strength of constitution, so much the bette, 
After being so long employed in the servig 
of his country, it would be but fair to @ 
empt the soldier from further service of 
kind, and to allow him to return to the bp 
som of his friends and relations, Th 
more capable he is of enjoying the rewan 
of bis services, the more striking his ue 
ful and honourable example will be, He 
may still promote the advantage of his lip 
tle family by some trade or calling, and cg» 
tribute essentially, by example, to spread 
a martial spirit throughout his neighbour 
hood. Qne thing 1 omitted to mention, 
and that is, the inconveniences that miy 
be supposed to result from these regule 
tions with respect to the Colonial service, 
In order to remédy or prevent any suchip 
conveniences, a power may be vested intl 
commander of a regiment, or in him who 
may have the chiefcommand on the station, 
to discharge the men at the end of ther 
several periods as the case then may beywih 
this proviso, that in case of actual wit 
they should be empowered to prolong the 
service of those whose term shall have & 
pired, for six months, and no longer; atthe 
end of which time they shall at all event 
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be entitled to their discharge, be treatm: 


as the East-India company treat the troop 
in their service ; that is, they shall be set 
home at the expence of government wil 
every possible accommodation.—Thesea 
the principal changes I propose to make 
the condition of the soldier, and from thet 
I look forward to the most beneficial effects 
There are many subordinate changes, whit 
I consider not somuch matter of legislatit 
provision as of military regulation, and¥ 

I conceive may be lett with confidence @ 

illustrious personage at the head of tt 
army.—-T'here are many other provisidl 
that may be calculated to raise the esti 
tion in which the service is held, Wi 
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may cantribyte to. raise the consequence of 
j the officers, and through them that of the 
‘nen. ‘These, however, I shall omit for the 
resent ; first, because it is not necessary 
% tate them, and, secondly, because as they 
ma be of a delicate nature, it may be im- 
‘proper to enter upon them fill they can be 
nentioned in detail, Among these, how- 
ever, I may certainly state the allowance to 
officers’ widows, which J wish to make some- 
what more than it is at present ; the allow- 
‘ances how are so scanty, that the dispensa- 
fion of them is really heart-breakiyg to 
‘those employed on that painful duty.—The 
sea of recruiting for .a terin of years; 
will of itself Be far towards filling up the 
‘Army. ‘To place the character of a soldier 
jna state that its own attractions may ope- 
‘rag as a bounty, ought to be the great ob- 
ject of our cousideration. We must in- 
crease and add to that respect which, amidst 
‘a thousand disadvantages, still renders 
the trade of a soldier attractive. Before I 
~ proceed further, I beg leave to observe, 
with respect to the cavalry and artillery, 
that the terms of service should be five, 
six, and ten years, This diflerénce arises 
chiefly from the length of time, necessary 
for training and disciplining the cavalry 
and artillery in the first instance. These 
things will certainly operate in a consider- 
able degree, generally and individually, on 
the recruiting service ; tut I despair of suc- 
ceeding to the full extent required, until 
the Army is rendered worthy the attention 
of the lower orders, as a trade as beneficial 
in itself as others, and more respectable 
than many. Under the present circum- 
stances, I cannot think of putting the Army 
_on such a footing as would attract num- 
hers by ordinary recruiting, but, in my opi- 
pion, the Army may be increased, and a 
quantum suflicit of men procured without 
Much difficulty. With these observations, 
Tleave this, which is the most material part 
of the subject.—(here Mr. Yorke asked, 


what was to be done with the present Army ?), 


Ou.a subject so complicated, one is apt to 
forget many things. It is asked, what* ] 
dnean to do with the Army now existing? 
To this I answer, that in strict justice'and 
peauity we can donothing, The mien who 


Rave already formed the regular service, 


aye done so on certain conditions, and 
ones no ground of compluint, provided 
Ose conditions are fulfilled. 


-meén entering into the army. of reserve, 

_ Mithout producing any discontent or deser- 
hon'in the tryops. of thé line, though the 
Voz, VI, 


We see’ 
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service of the former is limited, and their 
bounties are excessively high —It might be 
supposed, that the regular army would ex- 
pect similar advantages, or be dissatisfied, 
yet we know that no envy or discontent 
prevails on that account. In the American 
war, the Fencible regiments received higher 
bounties for limited service, than others 
did for unlimited, and yet there was Tilo 
complaint. On the part of the latter. “The 
same Case Occurs in every war, and as no 
discontent has ever beén shown on this 
more obvicus ground, it is not to be éx- 
pected that any will be shewn with regard to 
the different length of the term of service. 
But though in justice and in equity the 
Army now in existence is entitled to no 
additional advantages, yet it may be, no 
doubt, expedient to extend to-it some of 
the benefits of these changes. And first, 
I propose to make a great increase in the 
Chelsea allowance, to which I mean to 
make an immediate and considerable aug- 
mentation : The lowest class of pensionets 
to be entitled to 6d. the next 9d. and the 
third to 1s. per day. This advance I should 
wish to take place immediately; from mo- 
tives as well of just consideration of past 
services, as of policy to give immediate ef- 


fect to the influence of the example.. It 


will demonstrate to the men the concern 
which the country takes in their welfare, 
and will hold out an inducement for others 
to embark in the military profession. If 
this be done, and in my opinion, it ought 
to be done immediately, every ‘man in the 
Army will see that he has ‘a chance, how- 
ever distant the period, of partaking in 
what the bounty of the nation has provided 
for its defenders, when they shall have me- 
rited thé rewards from their long services. 
No man of those now in the service will be 
entitled to his release till after the expiration 
of 21 years; but all those wha have now 
served7 years and less than 14, will be im- 
mediately put upon the list of the6d. a week 
additional pay; and all those who have 
served 14 years and upwards, will be enti- 
tled to 1s. a week additional pay. This is 
all that I shall do with regard to the Army 
which already exists, and it is to be re- 
garded as a liberal boon, to which ‘they 
could have no right by the conditions of 
their engagement.—Having answered the 
Tight hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke) as to the Army 
now in existence, I shall next proceed to 
that great branch of political science whieh 
circumstances, and the nature of the times 
have forced on our consideration; namely, 


Xx 
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what is to be done with that part of your 
_population. which does not exist in the 
‘shape of an Army? I am well aware of 
-what.weight, properly speaking, the physi- 
cal force of a. country is capable. But, it 
-must be admitted, that the real military 
force has had an almost exclusive sway in 
determining the fate of nations. In mo- 
dern history, there is scarcely a single iv- 
stance of the mere population of a country 
assisting materially in its defence, except 
in the case of America; which, indeed, 
can scarcely be called an exception, for 
it must be recollected, that their success 
arose more from the great distance of Ame- 
rica and its yast extent, than from any force 
which the American people could imme. 
diately bring against our army. It is evi- 
dent that at a distance of more than 3000 
miles, and across the Atlantic Ocean, the 
. power of thjs country could not bear with 
full force upon the population of America ; 
and, besides, from the vast extent of the 
country, the people could always retire from 
our armies, and by that means they were 
enabled to protract the war until habits per- 
fectly military were acquired.—The instance 
of America will not, however, at all apply 
to Europe; certainly not to this country, 
where the population is cooped up within 
narrow limits, where they have no countries 
to retreat to, and where, consequently, they 
would soon be obliged to come to close con- 
test. But although we cannot calculate on 
making exactly the same use of our popula- 
tion that the Americans did, yet it becomes a 
question of the most serious importance, 
how we are to derive the greatest possible 
advantage from it; how we can best bring 
it to bear against an invading army? Tam 
confident, that if ever the contest should be 
brought to an issue, the people of this coun- 
try would prove that they would not fall a 
sacrifice without a struggle, to an invading 
enemy. But, the question is here, what 
. can be got from the loose part of your po- 
pulation in aid of the regular military force? 
and care must be taken, that what is got in 
aid of the regular force should not tend to 
weaken it. With respect to this point, dif- 
ferent persons have entertained different 
opinions at different times, My opinions 
are, with a few alterations arising from 
circumstances, that is, mutatis mutandis, the 
same as before, and those opinions will be 
so found in the only records which we have 


of our proceedings, and which in the pre- 


sent instance, are at least more accurate 
than usual. Iam ready to Allow that ‘the 





errors that have been fallen into on this gh 
ject in the first instance, niight be in som 
instances the necessary result of the nov 

of the case, and the difficulties in which 

was involved. Nay, I am also ready ty 
allow, that. those who now have to improyg 
and re-model’our Military Fstablishmeng 
have the advantage of their ex perience, 
but, On the other hand, J have also f 
complain, that unfortunately they hity 
not a clear, unincumbered ground to em 
ter upon, and which circumstance ¢aj 
not fail to add considerably to the difh 
culties they have to encounter. | Perhay 
their predecessors were obliged, at the sud, 
den commencement of the war, to rule info 
voluntary efforts from the pressing urgency 
of the occasion. For myself, my idea Wig, 
that every thing that was the most simpleang 
obvious, should have been preterred to what 
was most complex and intricate, The sities 
tion of the country then was, that heating 
of the gredt preparations made by the én 
my toinvade it, there was a unanimous sph 
rit to resist the threatened invasion, and} 
frustrate the attempt of the enemy. The pe 
ple were alarmed, but in no degree dispint 
ed. As to their feelings, they might be said 
to be ‘‘ trepidi, non pavidi,” There wasa ge 
neral ardour and zeal, and a strong wish® 
be serviceable, if only the means of beings 
were pointed out to them, In these circum 
stances, when others were speaking of com 
pulsory service, | expressed my opinidd, 
that when there was so much zeal afd 
alacrity in the country, it would be f 
better first to try. what could be done by 
voluntary service. Indeed the difficulties 
of carrying the compulsory enactments of 
the Levy en Masse act into’ force, were 
such, that it appeared to me much better 
first to try what voluntary service would do, 
Although that suggestion did not origitally 
come from me, it certainly was not then in 
my contemplation that this voluntary spit 
was to be employed in such a manner ait 
has been in the Volunteer corps which wer 
afterwards formed, I saw that the spint 
of the peopje was then at such a pitch, thit 
they appeared only to demand of gover 
ment, or of the house, ‘* Tell us what ¥ 
are to do to be useful to the country,” Ui 
der these circumstances, it was my 

opinion, that the people should have immit 
diately been allowed an opportunity 

training themselves, under the instruct 
of officers from the regular army appoilit 

for that purpose. I thought there sho 

haye been depéts of arms in every 4 
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trict, and, as I might say, shops of military 
instruction opened all over the country, 
Besides the assistance of the regular officers, 
I conceived that the zeal of the gentlemen 
ofthe country might assist powerfully in 
training the people to arms, both by their 
own exataple, and by giving small prizes 
for firing at marks. Ali this could have 
been done with infinitely less trouble, and 
infinitely Jess expence, than have been be- 
stowed on the Volunteer system. At the 
game time I thought it was proper, that 
there should be armed associations of the 
better sort of people, entirely at their own 
expence; but it was not upon such armed 
associations that I conceived the country 
should principally rely in aid of its stand- 
ing army. What { considered as much more 
likely to.be effectual, was the mass of the 
people of the country trained to firing, with 
the neighbouring gentlemen, and military 
oficérs ready to. combine 'tliem in whatever 
manner they could prove most destructive 
fothe enemy. Although I did not rely on 
such a force, for giving battle to an inva- 
ding army, yet I thought they might be 
brought into action in such a manner, as 
would’ fret, harass, and wear down an 
enemy. Independent of the mischief that 
Iconceived they would do in action, I re- 
lied upon such a force as this, as one that 
was likely to, afford an inexhaustible fund 
to recruit from.—Such were my ideas at 
the commencement of the present war, of 
the manner in which the zeal and spirit of 
the people might have been rendered most 
useful in the defence of the country. As 
an experiment, nothing could have been 
| cheaper, for there would have been no‘oc- 
casion for all those distinctions and mili- 
tary trappings which formed so consider- 
able @ part of the expence of the Volunteer 
system, as it was afterwards established. 
Instead, however, of the system which I 
proposed, the country from one end to the 
other was all thrown into Volunteer Corps, 
This mistake was not the fault of the peo- 
ple, but of the government. The desire 
of the nation was, “ ‘Tell us what we are to 
do?” but when nobody told them, it was’ 
highly natural for the people, when left to 
themselves, to say, ‘ Let us imitaté the 
Soldiets, “and ' dress ourselves, and train 
Olirselves as they do; let us learn the ma- 
Reuvres they practise.” After the Volunteer 
fay were so formed, the great man (Mr. 
Pit whose opinions were always to be 
heard with’ deference, maintained, that 


tion, be brought into the shape of a regu- 
lar army, and act as regular troops. Whe- . 
ther the institution of the Volunteer corps 
had first taken place, and this opinion of 
their efficacy followed, or whether the in- 
stitution was framed on any pre-conceived 
Opinion, that they would arrive at such 2 
state of discipline, is a point which I shalf 
not pretend to determine. It, however, al- 
ways appeared to me, that it was a most 
impracticable project to attempt to bring 
those masses of men, who had neither the 
habits nor the feelings of soldiers, who were 
not inured to hardship, or accustomed to 
military discipline and subordination, to 
act either with regulars or directly against a 
regular enemy. That right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Pitt), in speaking of what he expected from 
the Volunteer force, said, they would be 
able ‘* to push the invaders into the sea.” 
This was an expression which I am per- 
suaded praceeded more from his heart than 
his judgment, and might have proved fatal 
to the country. It was, however, a most 
dangerous error in judgment to suppose, 


\that, because a body of men appeared well 


to the eye, or madea tolerable show upon 
a parade, that they were, on that account, 
to be relied on as. effective soldiers ; and I 
am much surprised indeed at the number 
of inspecting officers who have returned those 
corps as fit to act with regular troops. In 
my judgment, it would have been imposs}- 
ble they could ever have acted with a regu- 
lar army, because, being officered in the 
manner they are, the regular army never 
could place that implicit confidence in them, 
which is absolutely ar seca to make one 
species of troops act effectually with others 
of a different kind. The Volunteers might 
be well trained, they might be good sol- 
diers, they might positively know them- 
selves to be so, but then it was also neces- 
sary that the commanders of the regular 
army should be equally sensible. of ‘this 
also, : 
Scire tuum:nihil est, nisi te scire hoc sciat alter. 


If ever, we attempted to do this, and put 
them to act with the regular army, I fear the 
fate of the country would be-decided; for 
I cannot possibly conceive, that the enemy 
would desire any thing better than that the 
country should trust its defence to the Vo- 
lunteer corps. If the Volunteers were to 
be opposed to the attack of. a regular inva- 
‘ding army, it is impossible not to suppose 
that many must fall,’ though many would 
ido their duty.’ A man may be in himself 
1 
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those ¢orps might, with care and ‘instruc 
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Sally capable of doing what is right, bat be 


may be infected with the bad exdmple of 


those about him. . As for courage, or con- 
fidence, it is well known, that in an army it 
is not sufficient to haveconfidence in oneself, 
it is also. necessary to have confidence in 
one’s neighbours, It is like the defence of 
a long line, which, if broken through in any 
point, the valour with which other points 
are defended will be of little consequence. 
If a regular regiment were to come into 
action, it cannot be supposed that their 
confidence would be the sanie if they were 
flanked by a corps of Volunteers, ds it 
would be if they saw on their flank, the 
14th, the 28th, the 17th, thé 42d, or atiy of 
those brave and well tried regiments that 
have distinguished themselves in the ser- 
vice of their country. I do not, however, 
deny that essential services may be deri- 
ved from the Volunteers, even under the 
present system. In the first place, they are 
enrolled, aud I consider the very circam- 
stance of énrolment as a great foundation 
of strength, because in that, they have given 
a, pledge to their country, and to each other, 
that they aré, to. be found wherever their 
attendance shall be absolutely necessary. 
In the second place, they have been trained, 
and even in the manner they have been train- 
ed, many of them may, in time, be made 
extremely useful under the direction of an 
aple general. They must, however, purge 
off a great deal of théir grosser stuff, before 
they can well be brought into action, 
There are’ many ivdisiduals who entered 
into those corps from. the best of niotives, 
and from the. most lauduble intentions to 
serve their country, but whose age, whose 
constitutions, .and_ whose habits of life, 
render them altogethér unfit for the active 
duties of real service against an enemy. 
My general objections to thé prevent mode 
of dividing the country into Volunteer corps, 
were, first, the immense éxpence of the 
system on its present foundation ; and se- 
condly, I conceived it intercepted and loek- 
ed up in corps, which, could not be brought 
against an enemy, men who by another dis- 
tribution might be brought, against them in’ 


the regular army. I therefore thought that’ 


the system was.like throwing good nf 
after bad, and that it never could succeed. 
I wished, ,however, that there should be 
many voluntary associations of, the better 
sort of people, armed and cece at 
their own expence; but as to ‘the great 
inass of the people, artisans. and peasants, 
1 did not wish'that they should be locke 


i 


5 


up in those ¢orps, but would rather hay 
‘had them loose, so that they might beg 
itched to others of greater consequens 
‘The mass of the people I. wished to. 
lousely trained, and only so far as to. 
uble soon to take their place as recruits 
‘the ranks of the regular army. A truniag 
of that description would also’ have bg 
suflicient to make them very formidable 
ab ebemy, as an armed peasanty, unde 
the direction of intelligent officers ;. andjy 
either of those ways I thought they woulf 
‘contribute much more to the defence and 
security of the country, than by their bei 
placed in Volunteer corps, This was i 
view of the matter; but the system thathy 
been followed, goes to include all volunter 
exertions in Volunteer. corps. The fin 
objection made, most probably will be, 
‘the expence of such a system will be ty 
pheavy. Granting, for argument-sake, fh 
truth of the objection, what is the expenc 
compared to the preservation of the 
pendence of the country? But, it isi 
‘to talk of the expences which new-model 
ling the military system will créate, com 
paréd with that of maintaining ofl & 
Volunteer Establishment. Itisa het ha 
during the three years and 4 half that thy 
|system has existed, it has cost goverim 
no less than five millions sterling in 3 
ances to the Volunteers. ‘The ex 
that the Voluntéers have themselves 
to, and the various subscriptions and cor 
tributions that have beeu made in aid ofthe 
system, amount, to at least as mveb mor, 
Tam stating it below the mark, when! 
say, that the security whith the co 
has derived from the Vohunteers for t 
last three years and a half bas been pur 
chased at the enormous expence of abort 
ten millions sterling, besides the de ri 0g 
our more éfficient descriptions of force ¢ 
inany men who would otherwise have er 
tered into them. The expence of the Vo 
lunteérs then hus been nearly equal to the 
whole of the Property Tax fora year, Gred 
as this expeiice is, had it p a 


pi 
Lida 


1 proce 
Much security as could have been procurt 
for the same money in any other way, there 
would now be no occasion to attemp 
change it. In considering, however, 
best way of deriving advantage from the 
he p ‘fn Tr a fp < 
sistance of the population of the, 

LU, i ats : ; 43 
without Citing the example of the Tyrolt 
peasantry, or the péasantty of any of 
country, I conceive the general questi 
ito be, whether it is better that the ms 
of the people should bé loose and 
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Tiled, but under the ided of their béing| is; to reduce the scarcely tolerable éxpénce 
fable to be attached, if nhécessary, fo any of the Volunteer systém. No longer Iook- 
oad that bis mae aty> In the exercise of ing to the Volunteers for assistancé in the 
fis royal prerogative, may think most pro-j field to the regular force of the Afmy, I 


ar, ar whether they should be put. into shall propose to relax théir discipline, and 
oe luiteér corps under the idea that they|retrench their allowance. [ shall leave 
xe it to be attached to any other body ? | their allowances infinitely above what they 


& 
ain repeat, that my wish was, that the} ought to be, though much below what they 
a corps should consist of a higher}now are. Now, upow this plat of refusing 
class of life, of a better condition, of such } pay to the Volunteers, leaving them at the 
4 description as it would not be proper to }same time some privileges, I am aware, 
nix with soldiers. of the line, and whonrno | that the effect will be a very considérable 
one would wish to see obliged to serve in| reduction of that force. I do ot wish té 
the condition of a common soldier in a re- }do this suddenly, till some other force eati 
gular regiment, but that the great body} be provided in its stead ; but, the reduction 
ofthe peasantry, that description of men fof the Volunteers is not like thé reduction 
from whom the regular army ought to bejof a regular regiment. When you reduce 
recruited, should not be shut up in those}a regular regiment, it is annihilated ; but 
Volunteer Corps. Could I realize my wish} when you reduce 4 Volunteer Corps, you 
* to see the great mass of the population of {have the men on thé spot still,” and hows 
the coutitry so far trained, as to be able, ei- }éver valuable they may be, that value is 
ther to act as an armed peasantry, or to re-|not reduced. | But at the saitie timé, out of 
stuit immediately whatever losses the regu-| regard to the public reeling and to other 
3 army might receive in action, then, in- | circumstances, it may not be désirable to 
deed, I should consider the country as in- | reduce these corps suddenly, but this, how- 
yincible. Should itsarmiés receive a check, | éver, is not to prévent the’ réductiofr of thé 
it could immediately repair the disaster, | great expence in maintaining théth. For 
“dnd would rise like Antzeus, when flung to} if these expencés were to continue, th 
the eatth, with redoubled vigour. The cer-] would risé much highér thati théy have he 
fainty of immediately repairing our lpsses, | therto dohe,- because the subscription fulids 
while the invaders could not repair theirs,|aré gone, and the corps must lean tore 
would inevitably turn the victory in our fa-] and more on the government, as is gene: 
your. . Suppose five regular regiments were | tally the case when goveriiment enters into 
. tolose 1000 men in a battle with the enemy, | partnership with any privaté bodies of in: 
feamcad that those regiments would bej dividuals. Goveriment must at last Bé 
much stronger if they were filled up with | at the whole expente, because their funds 
_ Teerwits such as I have described, than if aj were not, perhaps, regardéd by the Volun: 
regiment consisting of 1000 men were to} teers themselves as a pérmanent résourees 
come up to their support in their skeleton | and if the Volunteers were to continué as 
late. ‘These are the ideas that govern | they are at present, the expénce of the next 
me, and on which a wise and permanent|3 years and a half would be double what 
system may be established gradually, for I] it was in the former period, Now, looking 
ani no friend to sudden change ; the Vo-jto this situation of the Volurteets; that 
lunteers may gradually be brought to the] they should be liable to sérvé at théir own 
State described in 1798, in a letter of lord} expence, and that the rest of the pedplé 
Grenville to the lords lieutenants of coun- | should be lddsely trained, the lessening of 
ties: I mean, that state which would give] the expetice may be the means of tle rea 
the country, men of a better condition, and| duction of the Volunteers, and patti 


mrptied at théir own expence, fn order] things on the footing on which ¥ wish to 
to effect this purpose, there would be nojsée them placed. Why, then, this brings 
necessity for any violent measures or Severe} Us to the question of trdining; and oiiee 
compulsidn, I should propose a very dif-j indeed such a syitem of volunteering as 1 
art ream what has been it pa propose, ten the’ hears: of the mass of 
adopted : instead of requiring a rigid dis-|'the population, might have gone On side 
spe froin the pele, Tula prope by ‘ide ; but sitice the pied by system has 
lat sort of training which will be very easy | been éstablished, the training tannidt bE vo- 
or them to acquire, ahd which will answer] luntarily conducted, and the onfy wlterna 
¢ fie Rares have stated. Now, to| tive is to have ¥etourse to compulsion. AR, 
brifig things to this state, the first object|therefore, that can be dane in this caves 
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to make the compulsi »n as light as possible. 
(A crv of hear! hear!) The gentlemen on 
the other side may cry hear! hear! but they 
may be assured. that I donot like this one 
jot the better for coming from their shop. 
While, they were on the treasury side of 
the house, they may remember how many 
compulsory acts they passed, how the whole 
smitbry, was at work, how they laboured 
about the ermaur of Mars like a set of 
Cyclops, more blind.than their one-eyed 
brethren, till they locked the country in 
armour, so.cumbrous and clumsy that it 
was unable to stir hand or foot— 

** For never did the Cyclops’ hammers fall, 

*¢ On Mars’s armour; forg’d for proof eteruc, 

** ‘With greater force.” 
I can assure the gentlemen, that my fetters 
shall not be like theirs, It is one of the 
advantages of my plan, that it can be easily 
got rid of. The compylsion. that I propose, 
goes merely to the point.of training, and 
that at their own homes, and only for the 
space of one year; and the discipline ne- 
cessary to enforce this training, shall be 
made.as mild and as rolnntery as possible, 
It may be said, that I here follow the steps 
of the right hon, gent, over the way (Mr. 
Yorke), and.that I tread on old foundations. 
The basis of the scheme which I am pro- 
posing is undoubtedly the same with that 
act which pretty nearly fits the present 
building; I mean, the Levy en Masse act, 
I partly blamed that act.and partly appro- 
ved.of it, That act says, that the people 
shall be compellable to train as an inter- 
mediate duty, and compellable to serve in 
case-of invasion. .I so far approve of it 
now, and I’ approyed of it then, . I con- 
curred.in the. commutation for voluntary 
service, though that afterward took a wrong 
shape. My plan will give a preference to 
voluntary. training, but, with a power of 
resorting. to compulsion if necessary. It 
will, also go to assert the king's prero- 
gative right to, every, man’s service in case 
of invasion, It will.exclude, the excep- 
tionable part of that.aet, the training of all 
- glasses together. . This. objection was one 
of. my. reasons for preferring, voluntary 
service to the Levy en Masse, though that 
voluntary service soon after took a false 
shape.. The first. part, of the reduction I 
shall, propose .in the Volunteer expences, 
will, be,.a. change.of, the June allow-; 
ances to, the August. allowances; of a, 
training .of 85, days, to. a, training of 26, 
cays, ..The. total, reduction, that will be. 
thus made, on the estimate of this. year, 


which is 1,479,0002. exclusive of clog 
ing, which is 347,000/., will be 807,099) 
The allowance to the_yeomanry wil] aly 
be considerably teduceds The reduction 
of the officers’ pay, in the substitution 4 
the August establishment, will be 210,99 
A reduction of the allowances and y; tg 
drill serjeants, the present number of whoq 
is far beyond what is necessary, will amoung 
to 54,7007. Under the head of Permaney 
Duty, a reduction of no less than 300,0¢g7 
may be made. It is the unanimous op 
nion of persons conversant in military af 
fairs, that the expence of the inspecting 
field-officers may be spared, and that thé 
duty may be as well executed by the font 
lieutenants, or the civil officers under then, 
This will yield 4 saving of 35,0001. ‘% 
all which are to, be added, the paymeni 
by the receivers general for marching py 
heas amounting to 198,000/. making a 
reduction of 807,700/. These reductions 
which are of considerable importaneg, | 
propose without any hostility whatever i 
the Volunteers, but, to begin that retrench 
ment of expence, which would soon be 
come enormous from the constitution ang 
nature of the Volunteer system at present 
and with ‘a view to the necessary improve. 
ment of the military state of the county, 
The Volunteer bodies will still be pres 
ved, at least with regard to all who ser 
without any idea of what is to be got. The 
continuance of the system will affords 
more desirable mode for training to thom 
who may be unwilling to be trained in th 
mass, and this opportunity will be'to then 
a sufficient reward. With respect 10 Vo 
lunteers who may henceforth enter, goven- 
ment will not allow any thing but am, 
With regard to those now established, iti 
but equitable they should be ‘exempt from 
the immediate operation of the news 
tem, but I wish it to be understood, 
though they may receive pay and clothiy 
this year, government do not engage 
provide it in the next. Nothing ig 
shall’ exempt any man from the’ genenl 
trdining, but his becoming a Volunteer 
his own expence, the advantage of whidie 
will be that he can’ train’ himself if bi 
chooses, and fight if occasion’ require if 
the corps to which he’ shall ‘belong, insted 
of being ‘liablé "to ‘fall’ in ‘among the rer 
lars. With respect tothe mode’ of com 
pulsion, if compblsion should be necesti 
to carry the traifing into effect, ‘selectin 
may be made of that portion’ of the mit 


} 
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trained in ‘every year, ‘for the ‘trail 
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“the whole would be, ifnot impracticable, at 
Jeast inconvenient: for, out of the immense 
mass of geveral population, some selection 
‘must be made; and for the purpose of ma- 
king this selection, I know of no way more 
sreferable than to do it by the way of Lot, 
aterm which J prefer to the odious ‘one of 
Ballot. This is unavoidable. Suppose you 
have 200,000 to train, if you cannot take’ 
the whole of your proportion, why then 
there is no other. way to choose than by 
“the ballot. That species of lot familiarly 
‘called Ballot, seems to me to be the most 
convenient. I would have the people di- 
‘ yided into three classes, between the age 
of 16 and 40. The first class to com- 
‘prehend all from, 16 to 24; the second 
“from 24 to $2; and the third all from 
‘$2 to 40. I should propose that a dis- 
cretionary power should be vested in the 
“crown ‘to call out such classes as from 
the emergency of the case might to the go- 
‘yernment appear proper, and in such parts 
‘of the kingdom, as it should find necessary, 
‘according to theimminetice of the danger. 
‘The act I should think ought to be annual, 
that whatever errors should be found in it, 
“they might be speedily remedied. As a 
farther mitigation of the compulsion, I 
‘would still follow the steps of the right 
‘hon, gent., and if any should voluntarily 
ofier themselves to be trained, the opera- 
tion of the ballot should bé so far dimi- 
nished, The number of days for training 
Jshould limit to 26, with an allowance of 
no more than a shilling each time, as a 
compensation for their half-day’s work. 
“Voluntary trainings are to be accepted at 
the discretion of the officers, and to go in 
diminution of the ballot. I do not mean 
to propose that there should be any parti- 
“cular cloth or dress, or that the men should 
‘be enibodied; but it willbe left to the power 
of the crown to collect them together in 
“some town or place, in 14 days, for the 
purpose of more speedy training, and those 
who absent themselves from training on any 
other ground, than that of their belonging to 
Volunteer Corps, to pay a small fine. The 
training I wish to be performed by detach- 
“ments of militia, and of the regulars. now 
hominally connected with the counties. 
By this they will gain a real connection, 
which will enable them to recruit much 
better, than by means of parish officers. 
They will exert themselves in the training, 
In the hope of afterwards getting the men 
intheir own ‘regiinents, I shall also beg 
‘leave to” propose, by way of mitigation of 


_ 


ber of persons volunteer for training, the 
act shall not be carried into effect, and 
also that if the whole number required 
should not volunteer, yet that a diminution 
of the number liable to training under the 
act, shall be allowed iw proportion to the 
number who volunteered themselves. The 
plan I propose, will employ to advantage 
the officers appointed ‘to the 57 batta- 
lions, befere a man was raised, and 
who stood waiting and gaping for them 
like oysters at ebb tide. But the officers 
who have been appointed to these batta- 
lions with such inconvenience to the ser- 
vice, cannot be sent adrift without hard~ 
ship. ‘The officers of these skeleton bat- 
talions will now be turned into’ good 
pasture ‘and have an opportunity of getting 
some flesh on their bones. ,The bill which 
professed to create thé 57 battalions, ‘has 
not had the effect of raising them. All 
that has been done by the Additional De- 
fence bill has been, ‘at the very utmost, to 
supply about 9000 men ‘to the line. All 
that can be expected from it, if it was to 
continue in full vigour, is a supply of as 
many every year, and that in a very bad 
way.—With regard to the Militia, though in 
its original constitution it cannot be ranked 
under the head of the regular army, yet, it 
is now carried to such perfection that it must 
be considered as ourarmy for home defence, 
and as fully adequate to thatobject. The 
Militia may now be considered as part of 
the regular army, and for home service 
is certainlyequal to any part ofour force, with 
the single exception, that it never has seen 
actual service, and ifit should have to’ meet 
the enemy’s attack on British ground, the 
battle in which it‘would have to fight for 
the existence of the country would be the first 
it would have seen. With respect to the 
militia, I shall not therefore meddle with 
it any farther than to continue the suspen- 
sion already existing, and instead of raising 
men by ballot, to raise them by the mode 
of recruiting at a limited bounty. Whe. 
ther at a future petiod it may not be 
politic to diminish this department of ‘our 
military establishment, will be a fit subject 
for subsequent consideration; but I would 
cértainly recommend recruiting for this ser- 
vice’'on the scheme projected in Ireland, 
and ata limited bounty. A measure has 
been suggested, which has at last been set- 
tled, at least by a sort of common consent, 
that the Irish militia should be permitted 
to enlist in the line ; this | am disposed: to 
promote, by some regular and permanent 





the act of training, that if a sufficient num- 


arrangement, if, in conjunction with the 
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Trish é vernment,the plan should be appro- 
ved of.—I must again shortly revert to the 
Volunteers ; for in the great variety of mat- 
ter to which my attention has been necessa- 
Jily directed, I have found it difficult to as- 
se to every observation its exact place. 
ith regard to the Volunteers, the allow- 
ance for clothing may continue for one 
_year,more ; but I wish it to be clearly un-| 
derstood that there is no engagement what- 
ever on the part of government, that this 
is to continue for the next year. There is 
one other topic which I had almost forgot, 
and that is the rank granted to the Volun- 
teer officers. There never was such mon- 
strous injustice done to any body ofmen, as 
has been done to the regular army in grant- 
ing rank to the Volunteer officers. If the 
officers of the line arenot to have com- 
mand im their own peculiar province, in 
God's name where are they? ‘To what néw 
state of humiliation are they to be next 
exposed? What should we think of such a 
proceeding in other cases? What would 
the Ieauned gent. over the way (Mr, Per- 
ceval) say to one who should take pre- 
cedence of him at the bar, merely because 
he had a larger fortune, and, perhaps, when 
had-no fortune at all? If we do not give 
officers these distinctions, what are we to 





tye them? Their pay is certainly not pro-' 


use, nor have they much in their profes- 
Sion to recommend it, except the honours 
attached to it. There never was such an 
outr, 
ficers, What would the hon. officer oppo- 
site (general Tarleton) think, if a man ina 
zed coat were, addressing him, to say, he 
was the son of a nobleman having rank ina 
Volunteer corps, and therefore expected he 
Athe general) should how to his opinion on 
military aflairs? Is a young lieutenant, 
whose parents may happen to possess 
Abundance of wealth, to be permitted tusay 
to his superior officers, “1 will buy you all 
out, and take the SOTA of ths regi 
ment?” Js the. sensibility of the regular 
pa tobe.soseverely Baten! id ? and od 
J ask, is the advantage to be gained by this 
violation of individual honour? Is a gen- 
tleman, who has distinguished himself ip the 
most dangerous services, to be placed under 
ihe controul of a man. utterly ignorant.of 
the duties of the profession of arms, and 


who has experienced none of the perils and 
ering to which that honourable occu- 


; tat re ie ’ ; 
‘pation.is exposed? Ip future I would re- 
Zommend that po olugiger should hold 
@ higher rank than that af captain ; that is, 
that i hy of the line of a higher rank 


as that offered to the regular of-' 


baie 


than that of captain, nor any captai 
manding a corps, shal] be commanded | 
an officer of Volunteers.—These, sir. 
the principles from the adoption of ‘i 
I look for a permanent and great 
ply to the regular army. On the 9 
hand, our population will be pre 
to harass the enemy on his march, 
nearly every individual of the cout 
be prepared to fill the station of the 
who shall fall, at least he will be 
trained as to make a soldier in a very ]j 
time. This measure, if authority 5 
wanting to recommend it, is calculated 
do what was recommended by the emine 
statesman we have lost. It is calculate 
obtain that point most desirable for theeo 
try—to get our whole population gradi 
ly into that trained state, in which every 
would be capable of being made a comple 
soldier ina very short time and with ver 
tletrouble. The measure! ropose, willgi 
one general training. It witkgiee it with Jey 
little trouble, and without taking the m 
from their homes. It will give it by portioy 
without much expence, aud commutil 
for voluntary service in acorps. tis {fp} 
but an annual measure, in order that they 
portunity of revision and amendmentmg 
recur as often as possible. Compulhi 
will have no place in the system, unk 
it should become indispensable. As tol 
operation of the measure ; so little do liga 
to it for immediate efiect, that I expecth 
seed will besome time in the ground bel 
itshews ablade. I promise no rapid gro i 
I do not protess to be able instantly to remalj 
theevil. When things have been so longs 
ing wrong, it is unfair to expect a ost 
that shall without delay cure the disomg 
The number to be raised under the la 
ev Masse will, I should conceive, be a 
200,000 men; with regard to the bout 
I do not-conceive that an immediate ope 
tion ought, under the present circumsl 
ces, to beexpected, but, they will, int 
language of ’Change, be “looking doyiy. 
trust the measure will tend to reduces 
presentexorbitant bouuties. Ido nota 
to state that the measure now propos} 
one of more confidence than others, bil 
hope it will wear well. “I have noj 
only to return my thanks to the lig 
fur the indulgence afforded me dpria 
long time I baye trespassed on italy 
ign, and shall conclude by movil 
leave to.bring in a bill to repeal i 
passed in ef Ea of his majesty,.@ 
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the Additiqngl Force jbill. “The gy 
heing put, 
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‘Lord Castlereagh rose and spoke as fol- 
Jows :—Sit; however widely I may differ in 
opinion from the right hon. gentleman, in 
mostof the positions and conclusions which 
he has laid down, it is not my intention to 
resist the introduction of any of those-bills 
@fwhich he has given notice, and which 
are calculated to develope the system 
which he bas this night opened to the 
jbouse; neither is it my intention at pre- 
sent to follow him through the details of 
shig long and elaborate statement. Future 
opportunities will be afforded, better adapt- 
@¢ for such discussions. It is impossible, 
however, upon a subject of such import- 
ance, more especially after the manner in 
which it has been treated by the right hon. 
gentleman, to suffer the present question 
to be put, without troubling the house 
with some general observations on the 
outline of the proposed alterations in the 
military system of the country.—The de- 
elaration with which the right hon. gent. 
commenced his speech, viz. that the state 
in whieh he found the military establish- 
meat, on coming into office, was such as 
to leave him no other alternative but to 
occupy himself with its immediate revi- 
sion, has left me no other choice but to 
intrude myself on the attention of the 
house; and as an aggravation of this pro- 
vocation, he has chosen to attribute the 
surprize expressed by several of my hon. 
friends near me, as well as myself, on more 
than one occasion, at the yet unexplained 
and unintelligible delay which has occurred 
in the production of his scheme, to a con- 
sciousness on our part that the military 
defence of the country was left by the late 
government in a state so defective, as to 
demand, not only a systematic but an im- 
Mediate reform. So thoroughly convinced 
am] that the assumption on which the 
Tight hon, gent. proceeds is wholly desti- 
tute of foundation, that I must beg leave 
briefly to state to the house what the 
actual state of the military establishments 
was when they passed into the hands of 
new government. Having preceded 
the right hon. gent. in the situation he now 
fills, and having under the superintendance 
and guidance of my late right hon. friend 
erly administered the war .department 
ofthe government, I feel it due not only to 
myself but to the house, to bring before 
them such a statement of the actual situa- 
tion in which we left the public force, as 
tay enable them to judge as well of the 
“> of charge which the right bon. 
OL, Vi, 





gent. has ventured to make, as of the née- 
cessity or expediency of the change which 
he has thought fit to propose. Iam addi- 
tionally impelled to do so fromthe anxious 
desire I-must feel to discharge what ap- 
pears to me a duty to my late right hon. 
friend. To no subject: had his attention 
and exertions been more anxiously direct- 
ed during the latter years of his public life, 
than to the formation of am improved mi- 
litary system, adapted to the exigencies of 
the times in which we live. It is impossi- 
ble I should not feel an atterapt to depre- 
ciate and unjustly to degrade every thing 
he had done with this view, as a heavy cen- 
sure against his government, and a most 
injurious reflection upon his memory. In 
this, as in every leading feature of his-poli- 
tical life, his fame will, I am sure, be found 
inseparably interwoven with the best in- 
terests of his country; it will be impossi- 
ble for the right hon. gent. to wound the 
former without exposing the latter; and I 
am convinced, more especially on a subject 
which for such a space of time continued 
to occupy the undivided attention of his 
unerring mind, that I shall also best dis- 
charge my public duty by yielding to the 
desire I personally feel to have his exer- 
tious in the public service fairly under- 
stood, and appreciated by the house. In 
discussing this question, there are some 
general principles upon which it will be 
impossible, I apprehend, even for the right 
hon. gent. and myself to differ. It cannot 
but be considered as a serious misfortune 
for any country to find itself compelled to 
undertake a fundamental revision of any of 
its leading establishments. If this remark 
is generally true, it is not less true with 
respect to its military establishment, and 
at no time so peculiarly true as in the 
midst of war, and possibly at the eve of a 
contest to be maintained on our own 
ground with a formidable enemy for the 
existence of the country. The house must 
feel that in noslight case ought parliament 
to be called on at such a moment to bring 
into doubt and question every part of its 
military system, to’ paralyze the exertions 
of some of the main branches of our pub- 
lic force, as well as the measures:already 
approved and adopted by parliament for 
the increase of the army. During the pro 
tracted period which such a discussion 
must necessarily occupy, and the doubts 
it must occasion, can the house, or the 
right hon. gent. expect that the same en- 
vy and. spirit. will pervade the. public 
y . : 





-force? |The army impatiently waiting to 
know the:extent of the indulgences which 
are hereafter to attach to the profession of 
a soldier (an expectation hazardous to ex- 
-cite, in proportion as it. is difficult to sa- 
tisfy); the militia, to know the extent of 
‘the right hon. gent.’s designs for reducing 
a force, he has hitherto rather tolerated 
than approved; the volunteers, whether 
they are to be doomed to a lingering or an 

‘immediate dissolution? Inthe midst of 
such a complicated and extensive enquiry, 
-can the right hon. geut. or bis majesty’s 
other ministers, be equally qualified to dis- 
-charge their many other pressing duties ? 
Occupied as his mind has becn for the two 
Jast months in projects of reform, the right 
-hon. gent. may possibly have forgot thut 
he had any other enemy to contend with 
-than the opposers of his military schemes, 
or that he had any army within his grasp, 
which could be turned to the annoyance 
of our real enemy. I press these consi- 
derations to shew that parliament, before 
it enters upon a task in many respects both 
difficult and perilous, should require those 
-who propose it to make gut to their satis- 
faction a case, if not of inevitable necessi- 
-ty, at least.of strong and evident expedi- 
ency, before they call for their interposi- 
tion to the extent claimed. The right 
hon. gent. in opening the question to the 
-house, has been wholly silent on the pre- 
sent actual ainount and composition of the 
army. He bas been.as little. explicit in 
stating to the house the points in which he 
considered it to be inadequate, and the ex- 

tent to which he proposes to carry it. He 
has, however, generally laid down the 
expediency of endeavouring to obtain some 
considerable increase of that force: in this 
principle I cordially agree with him. ‘The 
right hon, gent. has not denied that the 
quality of the regular army, so far as it 
goes, is unexceptionable on this highly- 
gratifying consideration; it is certainly 
only to discharge a debt of justice to the 
illustrious personage who now presides, so 
much to his own honour, over that army, 
to bear testimony,to the zeal and indefati- 

gable exertions’with which he has, for a 
series of years past, followed up its im- 
provement. At no period of our history 
has the science, uniformity, and discipline 
of the army, been comparable to what. it 
now is; and I am sure I speak the senti- 


ments of the profession at large when I 


assert, that to the present commander-in- 
chief the British-army is indebted for more 
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solid improvement than to any. or I might 
say to all those who have preceded him jg 
that distinguished trust. But to retumty 
the present state of the army in pointof 
nunbers, and that the house may fairly 
€stimate the merits of that system, by the 
operation of which, it has been brought to 
its present standard, I am desirous of com 
paring the amouut and composition of the 
army as it stood on the Ist of Jan, 4 
being the hali-yearly period in the papey 
on the table, which immediately, preceded 
Mr. Pitt’s last return to government, with 
that of the army as it now stands, | [ge 
lect those periods, not to disparage in any 
degree the meritorious exertions of thos 
who preceded him in office, whose. men 
sures for the increase and improvementof 
the army I shall always contend were high 
ly vigorous aud productive, but as. form 
ing the best criterion by which , the effet 
of that system, which it is now proposed ts 
explode and abrogate, can best be judged 
of. Including militia. and artillery, th 
gross strength of the army at home and 
abroad stood as follows im effective sauk 
and file: 





Ist Jan. 1804, - - - 234,005 
Ist March 1806, - - - 267,534, 
Increase - 33,549 


The regular army, including artillery, @ 
distinguished from the militia: ‘ 





Ist fan. 1804, » < = $48,486 
Jst March 1806, - + « 192,97 
Increase - 43,886 


The regular army disposable for genera 
service : 


Ist Jan. 1804, 4 tt, fH0 115,047 
lst March 1806, - - - 165,790 
— 

Iicrease - 49,845 


This statement, I trust, will establish t 
the satisfaction of the house the important 
increase in gross strength which our amy 
has received during the last two yeal§e 
they. will likewise observe, whilst the num 
bers of the militia have been reduced, that 
the relative strength of the regular amy 
has been advanced, and that the increas 
in the disposable branch of the regulat 
army has. been still more marked, belli 
not less than 49,843 men, or nearly tha 
of one-half. Whilst 1 concur with, the 
right hon. gent. in deemitig a further aug 
mentation of our force necessary under the 
present circumstances of the country, col 
paring the present amount with that at 
which it formerly stood when at the highesh 
itis impossible for the right hon, gomlel? 
a | 












inn in 


ural 
nt of 


ght to 








depretiate either the high condition of our 
existing establishment, or the system by 
which 1t bas been so rapidly augmented 
and improved. 


Jst Jan: 1802, . - - 242,440 
jst: March 1806, - * - 267,554 
Present army more than at any 25,114 


former period, iden 
Such being the ‘actual strength and com- 
position of the army, the next point to be 
ascertained is the donual waste to which 
the army may be deemed subject, and the 
presumable supply of recruits which may 
be reckoned on for filling up the casualties 
therein; and carrying ‘the army forward 
toa still higher standard, Excluding the 
militia from our consideration in this view 
of the subject,’ and confining it to the re- 
gular army alone, by the returns before 
the house, it appears, that independent of 
diy considerable loss of men sustained in 
the field, the annual average of deaths, 
desertions, and discharges, for the last six 
years, may be stated at about 15,000 men 


on our present numbers; upon a hike ave-! 


rigeof years, the ordinary recruiting in Eu- 
rope for the regular army, exclusive of any 
extraordinary measures, of supply, such as 
thé reserve and additional force acts, has 
hardly ever sufficed to cover the actual 
waste of the army, independent of. the 
augmented lose which may be expected, 
should any active operations on an extend- 
éed scdle be’ undertaken.’ We must there- 
fore submit to have our army remain sta+ 
tionary, if not fall back in point of numbers, 
unless we avail Ourselves of some extraor¢ 
dinary means of procuring’a supply of men 
over and above! what ordinary recruiting 
has yet been ‘found to furnish, which has 
continued for several ‘years past to produce 
not more than from'11 to 14 thousand mena 
year, exclusive of foreign recruiting, little 
apparently atlected by the operation of the 
several measures of competition and high 
bounties, howevey much its success, \ac- 
cording to all just reasoning, ought: to 
have been influenced by these causes.— 
Before I state the resources on which his 
Majesty’s late ministers relied for an aug- 
ihéntation of the army, it maybe right to 
Merition, that it was not intended, at least 
for the’ present; to propose ito: parliament 
to’ vote the armiy on a higher establishment 
in- point of numbers than it''was taken at 
m'the last year;' but ‘it was’ theirsanguine 
expectation, that’in the course ‘of the next 
year they would -be°ablée to add not: less 
than-25,000 men to its effective strength, 
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by which the present deficiencies of 43,000 
men would be reduced more nearly to'that 
amount, which must always be expected 
to exist; for obvious reasons, in the esta- 
blishments of all armies.—Their chief reli- 
ance for effecting this important object was 
on the additional force act, under an ime 
proved management ; which bill it is now 
intended to repeal without substituting any 
visible measure whatever of supply in its 
place. An augmentation of about 8,000 
men to the Irish militia was some time 
since ordered, and is in progress of levy, 
coupled with an arrangement to be sub- 
initted to parliament, by which we had: 
every prospect of procuring for the line a 
supply annually of about 4.000 men, to be 
replaced on their volunteering from the 
militia regiments at the public expence, I 
am rejoiced that it is the intention of the 
right hon. gent., however little I could 
have expected it from his past sentiments, 
upon rendering the militia auxiliary to the 
wugmentation of the regular army, not to 
throw out of his hands this valuable, though, 
in comparison with our wants, very limit- 
ed resource. - But the main expectation of 
the late government for augmenting the 
army, rested on the bill in question, which 
gentlemen on the other side, from its aug- 
mented produce, will find it difficult any: 
longer to denominate inefficient. It will 
be for the house seriously to weigh here- 
after, when the information is printed and 
laid before them, what the value of that 
measure really is,:in prospect as a supply 
to the army, if steadily fostered and 
‘supported, and I trust they will coolly 
compare even its present very imper« 
fect produce with any thing that»can be 
hoped. for from the merely speculative 
substitute on which’ the right hon. gent. 
builds for ‘replacing »it, viz. his propo 
sition for altering the term of «the sol- 
dier’s service; accompanied with measures 
for the improvement of his condition, The 
bill in question has hitherto been tried un- 
der every possible. disadvantage. The 
house wili shortly have before thema most 
valuable body of information on - this sub- 
ject, in the reports from:the several inspect- 
ing field-officers ~who- have completed a 
progress. through the several counties. I 
shallonly at: present request the:pointed 
attention of the: house to these reports, 
formed upon @ personal communication 
with:all the parish-officers of the kingdom, 
and ‘stating upon ~their authorities the 
causes. which have hitherto impeded the 
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execution of the act, the impediments that 
yet stand in the way of its execution, and 
the:hopes that may fairly be entertained,, 
withdue' pains, that the measure may be 
. rendeted adequate to-all its objects. | 
shall only now generally state, that pre- 
vious:to the adoption of this inspection 
through a great proportion of the kingdom, 
the parish-officers were supine, and whol- 
ly ignorant of their duty, or of the provi- 
sions of the.act; in many places they had 
imagined government would be better 
pleased to receive fines'than men; they 
had understood. the men were to be 
raised at the expence of the parishes, 
and: not: of the treasury; and that upon 
the whole it was better to pay the pe- 
nalty of twenty pounds at once, and be re- 
Jeased from all further claims, than to pay 
asbounty of twelve guineas for a recruit, 
and to remain answerable for replacing him 
in case he deserted. The house will be in- 
formed of the disposition generally shewn 
by the parish-officers to profit by the infor- 
mation thus given them, and they will ob- 
serve from the time this inspection ‘took 
place, to the present time, being a period 
of not more:than ten weeks, that the bill 
has produced above 300 ‘men a week, al- 
though the prospect of its repeal has been 
counteracting its operation during the 
whole of that period.-~I only wish the 
house to consider, if, under so defective a 
management, this bill has already furnish- 
ed the army with about 13,000 men, and 
is now steadily producing .at the rate. of 
above 16,000 men a year, what might not 
be hoped for from it, when, instead of be- 
ing hardly yet put into force in one half of 
the counties: m:the kingdom, it_shall ‘be 
gradually brought into general operation ? 
I must also request,) that'as a mensure of 
pressure in point of charge omthe country, 
the house will only compare its:effects with 
either {he militia or the army of reserve, 
and advert particularly to the fact, that 
differing from: all other measures for ob- 
taining men, by due exertion, the districts 
may discharge themselves,’ by finding the 
men, free from all: expence whatever.— 
On the increased and: increasing produce 
of this bill, with someslight alterations, 
which experience had sted: for its im- 
‘provement, we confidently relied: for' ‘the 
increase of the regular-army, and the ex- 
tension ‘ofthe di le: branch  ofvity 
these alterations were ‘few and simple, 
principally the openiig to /the: parishes a 
larger-district for the: levy: of their men, 


accompanied by a regulation, by. whichijp. 
parish officer should be enabled, if the re, 
cruit chose at once to take the high 
bounty, and engage for general, rather 
limited service, to engage him accordingly 
being themselves of course entitled toil, 
increased reward to which those lewip 
men for general service are now enti 
This, coupled with some diminution oftty 
bounty on the transfer from limited tog, 
limited service, diminishing thereby. th 
temptation to persons meaning ultimately 
to enter for general service, passing j 
mediately through the limited service, ang 
allowing the parishes three months instead 
of one to produce their. men, before th 
penalties attached, it was conceived woul 
facilitate the parishes in raising their gus. 
tas without encroaching on the genenl 
recruiting of the army, or. inducing tho 
to enter into the limited service, jh 
could be induced by the higher: bountya 
once to engage for general service, With 
these and some other alterations, caleula 
ted to improve the operation of the mem 
sure, it was the intention of my later 
hon. friend to-rest satisfied during the war; 
had he lived to conduct the public afain 
till a peace, it certainly was in his com 
templation then to revise the system gene 
rally, and to make it more applicablep 
one of its main objects, namely, the pre 
serving at all times that portion, of th 
army for limited service in such a statin 
time of peace, though disbanded, as o# 
ford an immediate resource to the county 
‘at the very outset of any future war, Peas 


‘he. considered as the first moment which i 


could justify any fundamental change is 
system, which had proved itself so mail 
jadequate, and there. was nothing be mor 
‘seriously deprecated than extensive alten 
‘tions or further experiments during tit 
war.—The right hon. gentlemen ae 
‘ing on the opposite principle, 
termined to leave nothing uatouched; i 
‘form, shape, or extent of every. branch 
the service is to undergo revision, and 
be subjected to change. To the largesp 
ply of men rapidly wanted for the exteasal 
$8 our present force ; to the chasm wala 
is already occasioned in. the army byl 
vitable cagualties Jiable to be much inet 
sed, should the troops be more,empay@ 
im the field, -he has thought fit to sae 
progressive defulcation which must bem 
casioned hy .suffering, the militias 
down te the.very low establishmeator # 
ty thousand men, being eighteen Sam 
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for England alone below its present stand- 
ard; he also desires now to lay the founda- 
tion of a. heavy, annual loss,of strength, 
which must be occasioned hereafter in the 
army, when the measure for limiting the 
term of service shall begin to operate ; 
and what does he propase to coveror coun- 
teract this obvious and formidable sacrifice 
of force? absolutely nothing but his specu- 
lative assurance that more recruits will be 
obtained under his new system,, although 
no change in the mode of recruiting is spo- 
ken of; and upon this ground alone, the 
solidity of which I shall hereafter examine, 
he calls upon parliament, in the midst of 
war, to give up a present annual supply of 
sixteen thousand men, capable of conside- 
rable extension, and to concur with him in 
adopting innovations the most serious in 
the coustitution of the army.—-To.the prin- 
ciple of improving the condition of the sol- 
dier distinct from the proposed change in 
the terms of his enlistment, if applied with 
prudence, I am far from haying any objec- 
tion, So fat as wecan, bs the limits of 
arational economy, ame mere the condi- 
tion of the soldier, and more particularly 
if we can, without immediate prejudice to 
his discipline, bold out to him rewardste in- 
crease in proportion as his length of faith- 
ful service may add to his claim’ upon the 
liberality of the country; I am of opinion 
that the scheme is wise in itself, and may 
be productive of some good, though I con- 
ceive the right hon. gent. is disposed to.ex- 
pect much more from its immediate. effect, 
in inducing men to enter into the army, 
' than either the. value of the temptation, or 
the remoteness of its operation, will in any 
degree watrant,. Whatever may be, how- 
ever, its effects, it is unobjectionable in prin- 
ciple: but I.jmust beg.the house to. recol- 
lect, that it;is quite as applicable to. an 
army, enlisted as ours now is, as if the pro- 
posed change had been effected, and that 
it isin no. 
of'service of the soldier in. order to give 
operation.to.this part of the plan; on, the 
contrary, I conceive, it might. be added 
with some effect-as a further temptation to 
nen.to enter into the army.—The altera- 
tion of the term of the soldier’s enlistment 
6.8 very different question, perhaps a~ 
mongst the most. serious and delicate in its 
bearings, which parliament has ever been 
called on to, discuss ; it.is impossible.not to 
Aeelit to bethe more critical, as it is one of 
great, changes of system, which once 
‘ade,especially onthe principlescoutended 


‘ 


reé requisite to, alter the term: 


for, cannot be undone. Urged as this mea- 
sure has frequently been by several of those. 
who support it, particularly by the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Fox), on grounds cennéct- 
ed with the individual freedom.of the: sub. 
ject, I fear it is precisely one of those steps, 
from which, if taken in error, we cannot 
recede : and I do therefore hope, whatever 
may have been, the sanction given to this 
scheme by individual opinions of great au~ 
thority, that the house will cautiously 
weigh the grounds on which it is urged and 
the effects to be expected from it, be- 
fore they commit themselves to s0 serious, 
and, in my judgment, so fatal an innova« 
tion in the constitution of the British army. 
I own, much as I look with apprehension to 
the introduction of this vital change into 
the service, my objections are infinitely in- 
creased if the right bon. gent. should per. 
sist in excluding the existing army from 
its application, whatever may be the pre« 
cise terms of their present contract, where 
a great change is to be- wrought in the situs 
ation of a soldier, as it is described, though 
I think untruly, as redeeming him from a 
sort of bondage. Kvery wise principle of li- 
berality and policy requires, that the priaci- 
pleshould be applied, under proper qualifi- 
cations, to'those who have the additional 
cJaim upon our favour, of not having been 
held back by any consideration ofa personal 
nature from engaging in the service of their 
country.. Can the right hon, gent. mean 
to act towards the British army on princi 
ples. of less liberality than the Austrian go- 
vernment did in the year 1802, on a simi- 
lar oceasion,. towards the Austrian army ? 
It surely cannot be wise to suffer distincs 
tions to remain, capable of being represent» 
ed as invidious, and which might haves 
tendency to introduce discontent and dis« 
satisfaction into an army less subordinate 
and obedient than oursis. [tis said, different 
corps in the army have at all times served 
on different conditions and terms of service, 
True it is thatdifferent.reginients have’; but 
I believe the men within the same fegiment 
never have, without the most:serious Incon- . 
venience. But this cannot be looked on as — 
any ordinary change, or madeon any ordi~ 
nary considerations. It is intended as @ 
great moral change im the soldier's situe~ 
tion, and to’ beheld: out to the country as 
such. Surely them,.if itis fit tobe acted . 
upon at all, it eught-to be: made at least | 
progressively to attach to all those who are 

not. in the service»—Before I proceed to 





‘ine reasons fos being of opinion that 
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the proposed change, so far from furnish- 
ing an adequate, or even an increased, sup- 
ply of men to meet our numerous wants, 
will only add an additional impediment to 
our getting men. I wish to-enter my pro- 
test against the accuracy of that descrip- 
tion of the soldier’s present condition which 
states it to be an engagement for life. It is 
true his discharge is not’ demandable of 
right, and his engagement is to serve his 
king as Jong as his majesty may deem his 
services necessary for the public safety. 
But, on the other hand, every man enter- 
ing into'the army knows, that this engage- 
ment is'so qualified by the practice and na- 
ture of 'the'service, as to render it at least 
highly probable, that he: may’ obtain his 
discharge, ‘if he wishes it, at a much ear- 
lier period than the close of life— he knows 
that; after’ 20'or 25 years service, a dis- 
charge, ‘entitling him ‘to a pension, is in 
practice’ never refused—he knows that in 
@ peace & considerable reduction in the ar- 
my must take place, and that he has a fair 
chance, if he desires it, of being indulged 
with his:discharge—he knows, in time of 
peace, when recruits are easily obtained 
at a bountyof three guineas, either by pro- 
curing/a man to servein his room, or even 
ds an indulgence, that his discharge may 
be without difficulty obtained. It is there- 
fore at least an exaggeration to speak of it 
as binding a man of necessity without mi-’ 
tigation’ for: the entire of his life. But here’ 
it may bematerial to mark the change which 
may ‘be produced in the essential character 
of the soldief if this plan be adopted, by 
Kabituating ‘his: mind ‘to dwell constantly 
onra separation, at the end of a given pe- 
riod,’ from his:profession, and a return to 
his:-family, or ona new bargain then to be 
made, At present nothing can’ be: morte: 
perfectthan the character of our regular 
snldiet—he is brave, contented,'and enter- 
prismg.; why should we be ingenious in 
discovering grievances, which he ‘does not} 
complain 6f?. But to consider what the ef- 
fect of» this:regulation may'be ‘in filling the’ 
ranks of the army, it appears most extraor- 
dinary ‘tome how it should have ecvurred 
to the right hon. ‘gent. as likely to operate 
successfully,’ ‘For the last three years 6iir 
endeavours have been direvted, whilst a 
- superior encouragemeiit ‘was held out to’ 
persons'éntering for general service, to ob-’ 
tain theutmost number of men possible for’ 
limited -service ‘in the»repular army ; ‘this 
was firstrattémpted in-the army of reserve 
under all the impulse of’ ballot and: high’ 





bounties, and latterly under the Additiong) 
Force act. If then we have failed in obv 
taining an adequate supply’ of men, even! 
for a service limited beth in time and Space,’ 
how cun'we expect by taking away one of 
these limitations, and only enlisting meq 
for general service, coupled with a period’ 
by two years more extended in point of 
time, obtain a greater or even so great y 
supply of men ?—If the present defect of 
ourarmy was, that we had not a sufficiey.’ 
cy of force liable to be detached abroad, 
could then perfectly understand the policy, 
even at some loss of men, of throwing the’ 
entire of our exertion into the levy of 
that description of force: but whilst we’ 
have 165,000 men capable of being detach. 
ed on foreigii service, and our means of 
sending them is only limited by the neces-’ 
sity of not weakening ourselves too much#t 
home, why should we desist from raising’ 
that description of force which is most é4.’ 
sily obtained ; which, being regular, is’ 
equal to any army, which, with the excep.) 
tion of its officers, has not seen service} 
and which will at once liberate for ‘offen. 
sive operations a corresponding proportion 
of the army ?—It appearing then to me 
almost a matter of demonstration, except 
so far as the regulation for the improve- 
ment of a soldier’s condition may counters 
act the effect, (an arrangement which have’ 
before stated to-be as applicable to the at- 
my in ‘its present state) that the scheme in- 
tended, must have a tendency to diminish, 
rather than increase, our supply of recruits 
generally.’ F-wish to state the' very serious 
effect the alterations of the soldiet’s term of 
service must have, either’ in producing, 
when it comes fairly into operation, @ 
large annual waste on the army, in addition 
to what now occurs, or to o¢casioh, atcertain 

eriods, ‘a still more alarming ‘deficiency. 

he right hon, gent, has chosen ‘to en 
counter the former difficulty by permitting 
the soldier ‘to claim his discharge‘ evén ir 
war; that is, within six months ‘aflerthe 


expiration of any period, rather ‘than bold 


him, as the militia are now held, ‘to serv 
tu'the end of the war: By this imeans be 
endeavours to avoid, perhaps, the more ser 
rious danger to which the country migm 
find itself exposed at the end of a war, 

being left as completely withott an amy, 
as it usually is without a militia, twat ‘with 
this important:distinction, that whilst it 

sure of obtaining a new militia by ballot i 
short space’ of tinié, it is by no’ mieatis sure 
of obtaining a regular army by voluitity 
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inlistments within any period that is com- 

ible. with the public safety. With this 
danger staring him in the face, the right 
hon. gent. is obliged to incur all the incon- 
venience of a declining army in the midst 
of war; all the difficulties of sending men 
home from our distant possessions to be 
discharged, and of relieving them at great 
inconvenience to the publicservice, and the 
not less serious evil of having the good 
faith of government towards the soldier 
brought into discredit, if all this perplexed 
operation cannot be regularly and imme- 
diately carried into execution during hos- 
tilities.—-What the ‘inconvenience of the 
soldiers being entitled to their discharge at 
the end of each period during a war, is 
likely to prove upon experience, may best 
he judged of by recollecting how embar- 
yassing this system was, some years back, 
found to be in the militia, notwithstanding 
the great comparative facility of dismissing 
and replacing the men, when serving at 
home. This led to the adoption both of 
an extension of the period of service and 
the continuance of the inlistment during 
the war; the perpetual fluctuation of the 
militia was thus avoided, but the conse- 
quence upon a peace, notwithstanding the 
law enjoins, that a proposition to re-inlist 
for a further term shall be made to each 
man previous to his being disembodied has 
been found to be, that but a small propor- 
tion of the men re-engage, and that the 
regiments are principally composed, when 
reassembled, of untrained recruits.—The 
small proportion of the men re-inlisting in 
the militia, I apprehend, on an average, 
hot exceeding from a sixth to an eighth of 
the whole, leads to another very serious 
view of this question. It is probable that 
soldiers, when stationed abroad, being at 
the moment removed from their homes, 
and from domestic impressions, may re- 
inlist in greater numbers ; but. presuming 
that the option will not in any case be put 
to the men, which I think it cannot possi- 
bly be, consistent with the professed _prin- 
Ciples of the plan, till towards the close of 
the period, I see no reason to suppose that 


_ the soldiers belonging to the regular army 


stationed at home, will not be nearly as 
Prone to take their discharges rather than 
Teinlist, as the substitutes in the militia 
are found to be, who at present compose 
nine-tenths of that force. If then to the 
existing casualties of the army this heavy 
annual drain be added, and if we also con- 


Alder that,we want at this moment not less 
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than 25,000 men as an augmentation to 
our present army, and shall have gradually 
to replace with a regular army the 18,000 
militia; which are to be permitted to fall 
off; is it not idle to face such a demand 
without any one substantial substitute for 
that, which it is now proposed shall be 
relinquished ?—If the proposal of the right 
hon. gent, is not sustainable in argument, I 
apprehend it is as little warranted in fair 
analogy by the existing practice of any 
other great European military power—the 
general plan of military service in Prussia 
does not countenance it—that of Russia 
affords us little sanction—it is true Austria, 
after the treaty of Campo Formi, passed an 
ordinance that such a system should take 
effect from a periud then some years re- 
mote. It certainly was not in force in the 
Austrian army in its best days, nor do I 
believe it has as yet been acted upon; and 
we certainly know that no such regulation 
at present prevails in the French army. 
The only precedent at all in point that I 


have heard of, is that of Old France during - 


the monarchy. The French army, I have 
understood, was then kept up by voluntary 
inlistment, and the soldiers were inrolled 
for a term of years, more extended, how- 
ever, than that now proposed. But I must 
beg to protest against I'rance, even at that 
time, being considered as in any degree a 
parallel case. Her population, in propor- 
tion to those serving in her army and navy, 
was nearly double what ours is. Her peo- 
ple were poor, little industrious, and prone 
to a military life. She had comparatively 
few colonies to protect, and a considera 
able colonial army in existence, to whom 
the regulation in question did not apply. 
Her army in peace and in war was more 
equal in numbers than ours is; in short, 
she had none of the difficulties to contend 
with in raising and supplying her army which 
we have, and in that, as in all despotic go- 
vernments, the experiment might more safe- 
ly be made, as the sovereign had always 
the power of military conscription, either 
actually in operation to fill up the defici- 
encies in the public force, or the right to 
recur to it if necessary.—So far as a pree 
cedent for it has been attempted to be found 
in any part of the practice of this country, 
the reference has rather been unfortunate, 
if it was meant to prove thereby that the 
ranks of the army would be immediately 
filled by the adopting of such inducement, 
It certainly is true, that the East-India 
company were, for a number of years, in 
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the habit of levying men to serve. in their 
European regiments abroad for the term of 
seven years; but it is not Jess true, although 
service in the East Indies is generally popu- 
lar, that as an inducement it did not in this 
‘imstance operate to fill their battalions; on 
the contrary, they were always peculiarly 
weak in numbers, and inefficient, and were 
nearly all reduced, expressly on this ac- 
count, during lord Cornwallis’s first go- 
vernment in India.—The advantages which 
the right hon. gent. wishes to derive from 
it as counteracting desertion, seem to me 
also very much exaggerated, if not wholly 
unfounded: In part of his argument, 
though with a different view, he adverted 
to the great number of desertions which 
had taken place in the men raised under the 
Additional Force act; yet these are men 
raised for limited service. If the returns 
are examined, above one-fourth of the 
whole desertions of the army will be found 
to have taken place from amongst the men 
raised for limited service, although the total 
numbers of that description of force do not 
compose above one-eighth of the whole 
regular army. I do not quote this fact 
with a view of maintaining that the men 
being engaged for a term of years disposes 
them the more to desert ; all I contend is, 
_ that it does not! materially prevent them ; 
and I believe it will be found that desertion 
is. always most frequent amongst new levies, 
whatever may be their engagement: and 
in this respect the right hon. gent.’s system 
will rather tend to multiply desertions, by 
materially increasing in the army the num- 
ber of reervits in proportion to the old sea- 
soned soldiers, who seldom are found to 
desert..—_Upon the whole of this part of 
the plan, I see nothing but hazard and in- 
convenience. The right hon. gent. may 
perhaps comfort himself with the reflection 
that the evils predicted cannot be felt in 
his day, and he may leave the future war- 
minister, seven years hence, to provide as 
he can against the effects of this fatal re- 
demption of his own pledges; but in the 
view of parliament this will afford but poor 
consolation, if the principles of weakness 
end decay are thereby to be deeply im- 
planted in the constitution of the army. I 
am sure it cannot fail to weigh on the 
judgment of the house, that all the first 
impressions of my late right hon, friend 
(Mr. Pitt) were strongly in favour of the 
inlistment for a term of years, yet he never 
felt himself justified in acting upon them, 
his ‘sentiments te this effect were, it will 





be recollected, distinctly stated to ty 
house, and he pledged himself.to have'tl, 
subject fully considered. The written 
nions of the most experienced officers jy 
the army were accordingly obtained ; ang 
upon the fullest consideration of the 

of the subject, divided as these authoritig 
were upon it, Mr. Pitt apprized the 
towards the close of the last session, thy, 
he did not feel himself warranted in py. 
posing the measure for adoption. I eg, 
tainly have the means of knowing, that his 
matured persuasion was, that so long 
our regular army presented, as it does g 
present, to those. who prefer limited gen 
vice, a facility of entering for such, tha 
the more general change could not po 
give us many additional men, whilst the 
execution of the measure might be attended 
withconsiderable complexity and inconveni. 
ence, and that his final determination wast. 
ken not to propose to parliament this¢ 

in our military system.—A few words, sir 
before I close, on the volunteers and th 
proposed conseription, under the Lewy 
Masse act. I much lament that the righ 
hon. gent, has not been more candid and 
explicit on this part of his plan. I certain 
ly am not disposed te object to any prudent 
retrenchment which can now be madeip 
the volunteer expenditure, and see no rem 
son why the corps first raised and authoris 
ed to parade 80 days in the year, having 4l- 
ready attained considerable perfection in 
discipline, may not be reduced to the ge 
neral level of other corps in the numben 
of their days of exercise. Neither should 
I object, as far as the same can be done 
without breaking in upon the assurance 
given by his majesty to the several countie 
that the defence act would not be put it 
force so long as their quota of volunteers 
was kept complete, to the training a pro 
portion of class-men so as to be designated 
and ready to join the ranks of the regula 
army incase of invasion ; but I cannot accept 
this species of array asasubstitute, eitherfor 
the volunteers or the regular army, and th 
though they might prove, in the eventofs 
protracted campaign in these islands a 
luable source of supply to the latter, y# 
they cannot enable us to dispense with tht 
permanent employment of a single 
soldier. The fate of London, ir 
invasion, must be decided long before thet 
scattered fragments cun be collected orit 
corporated with the army, and the scaled 
our defence must be kept up altogether 


‘ite 
dependent of this resouree.—What Ido 
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complain of is, that. the right hon, gent. 


has not adopted towards the volunteers. a 
more manly line of conduct, and one more 
consonant to what their past merits entitle 
them to claim at his hands. I cannot but 
consider, from every thing that has been 
stated, avd the right hon. gent,’s known 
‘and declared sentiments on the volunteer 
institution itself, that his decided purpose 
is indirectly and gradually to get rid of 
‘them; he has told us he means to deprive 
them of all the principal means by which 
discipline and regularity are now preserved 
amongst that body ; that he means to loo- 
gen and relax their discipline, not to pre- 
serve or improve it. Can it be supposed, 
or expected, that the volunteers, whatever 
may be their zeal, if they are to be stript 
of every thing which is calculated to mark 
the interest which the legislature takes in 
their conservation and improvement, will 
Jong continue to exist as it were merely by 
sufferance, in a state of neglect and decay, 
which can neither be productive of this ho- 


nour to themselves or service to their coun-' 


try, which they have hitherto been in the 
habit of contemplating as the gratifying 


result of their exertions and sacrifices.—. 


Remembering the bitter and deliberate 
invectives repeatedly uttered by the right 
hon. gent, against the volunteer system, not 
less pointed against their military constitu- 
tion, than their general tendency to render 
every thing internal less secure, I did hope, 
hearing it rumoured that the institution was 

ttosurvive his return to office,that I should 


have had to congratulate the hon. gent.’ 
on again fairly making a sacrifice of his past! 
opinion to those of his colleagues in the go~' 
vernment. But it appears to me that he is 


proceeding on a less open, but not on aless 
effectual course, to execute his former pur- 
poses. I do trust, however, the house 
will reject this most equivocal and unbeco- 
ming line of policy towards a body of men 
who have such claims on the public grati- 
tude, and that they will either support the 
volunteers in an efficient and honourable 
shape, or if they think they can replace 


“them by any other description of force 


more likely, in proportion to the charge, to 
Protect the country, that they will, in a di- 
Ject and manly manner, return them their 
thanks for their past services, and at once 
release them from their engagements. From 
Most of the leading features of the right hon. 


 ent.’s schemes, for the reasons stated, I 


have no hesitation in expressing my most 
pointed dissent, I consider some of them 
on. VI, ° 





as feeble and inefficient, and others as like- 
ly to prove injurious, if not fatal, to the 
best interests of the army. Were his plan 
even preferable in some respects. to what 
now exists, I should deem it both unwise 
and unsafe to select the present moment 
for introducing so extensive a change; but 
where the innovations appear pregnant with 
danger in themselves, and in their nature 
hardly reparable if once made; where the 
whole proceeds upon a scheme of destroy 
ing what is now efficient, upon slight 
grounds of objection, without any attempts 
at substitution in its room, I cannot hesi- 
tate in deeming it my duty to resist, as far 
as depends on me, so dangerous an ate 
tempt; and here I cannot hesitate to ex- 
press my confident persuasion, . had his 
majesty’s late ministers remained in power, 
that they would have been at present occue 
pied in directing the powerful army, which 
the country actually possesses, against the 
enemy’s most vulnerable points, instead of 
wasting their own time, and that of the 
house, in unnecessary and hazardous ex- 
perimentson the constitution of the public 
force.—I shall close what I have felt it 
my duty to offer to the consideration of the 
house in the present important question, 


‘by shortly referring to what fell from me 


on a former night’s debate, with respect to 
‘the state and condition in which the goe 
vernment, in allits leading branches, has 


| passed. into the hands of his majesty’s pre- 


sent servants, The indignant manner in 
which the right hon. gent., at the outset of 
his speech, supported by his colleagues, 
seemed to refer to what then passed, makes 
me the more desirous of repeating it, as not 
inapplicable to the present discussion : I 
certainly was not then, nor am I now, 
disposed either to undervalue or. to dis- 
guise the many and serious difficulties 
the government have to. struggle against, 
or, more especially in their external re- 
lations, reduced as the greater part of 
the continent now is, under the abso- 
lute power of France ; .and_no one can feel 
more desirous than myself, of strengthen- 
ing their hands to the utmost, that they 
may be enabled the better to bear up 
against these difficulties; but I must con- 
tend that, with respect to all the main and 
leading features which constitute internal 
strength, and afford the best means of suc- 
cessfully prosecuting the war to an honour- 
able. conclusion, no administration ever 
found themselves, on their coming into 
acts in @ More commanding situation. 
z 
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The noble lord (lord H. Petty) has found 
a revenue highly and progressively produc- 
tive. ~ Public credit, such as to enable him 
to borrow for the service of ‘the year on 
terms highly advantageous to the public ; 
and the general prosperity of the country, 
such as to admit of his adopting the manly 
resolution of raising a large additional pro- 
portion of the supplies within the year. 
The noble Jord (lord Howick) has found a 
navy, on the numbers and efficiency of 
which it is as little necessary for me to 
comment, as upon their late unrivalled 
achievements. ‘The right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Wirdham) has found ati army exceeding by 
25,000 men the greatest army the country 
ever before possessed, and of a description 
which qualifies’ them to fulfil’ every wish 
their sovereign can form with respect to 
their exertions, ‘if their character and con- 
stitution is not broken down by inconside- 
rate and speculative innovations, I again 
repeat, that the government has great difli- 
culties to surmount, but they arise from 
causes which my late right hon. friend, 
and those who acted with him, had neither 
the power nor the means to regulate or 
controul. Whatever was immediately un- 
der his own guidance has been successfully 
conducted ; and I do not hesitate to assert 
that on all the essential points above al- 
juded to, viz. the finances, the navy, and 
the army, compared with the difficulties 
and embarrassments under which they are 
disposed'to represent themselves as taking 
the government, the present administration 
may be considered as ona Bed of Roses. 
¥ trust*the house will pointedly discourage 
any attempt to tamper with our establish- 
ments at such a crisis, which require no- 
thing but time and perseverance to render 
them equal to any purpose we can have in 
view. No case calling for any fundamen- 
tal change has yet been made out, and until 
such necessity shall be made more evident, 
every consideration forbids the entering 
ppon so hazardous an experiment. 

Mr. Secretary For spoke in substance as 
follows :I rise, sir, to make a few obser- 
vations on what has fallen from the noble 
lord, and which appears “to me so extra- 
ordinary that I could not have imagi- 
ned that any human nerves were sufficient 
to enable any one gravely to make such 
‘assertions as he has hazarded. He has 
‘told us that the country is now placed in 
such a state of proud splendour and uni- 
versal prosperity, as never had been handed 
over by apy ministry to théir successors. 





Gracious God! and in what does this 
prosperity, of which he boasts, consist) 
Undoubtedly the navy, by the most unpa. 
ralleled gallantry, and the most wonderfil 
success, even beyond human calculatign 


is in a'state in which the task of my right 


hon. friend near me (Mr. Grey) is COM. 
paratively easy. But may it not be ques. 
tioned whether all the merit is due to the 
last board? nay, whether with a ref 
rence to the future supply and maintenange 
of the navy, every thing is quite so merito, 


‘ridus as the noble lord asserts? But of the 


splendid victories achieved, is the whole 
credit to be concentrated in the last jj 
months? Is none daeé to that Board of 
Admiralty, at which lord St. Vincent pre. 
sided ; none due to those who selected aig 
appointed those officers? The noble lord, 
indeed, defended lord St. Vincent too: 
but it cannot be denied that many of hiy 
friends entertained against that gallant 
officer as strong prejudicés as ever existed 
in the minds of men. But, after mention. 
ing the navy, I do not know that there js 
a single point on which I can subscribe to 
the noble lord’s representation of the state 
of the country. Is it in the finances that 
we are to seek for the proofs? Because 
the last adniinistration laid very heavy 
burthens on the public, did that facilitate 
the laying on of tliose new burthens, which 
my noble friend near me found it bis duly 
to propose? It is true we have 43 millions 
of revenue; but is it very consolatory that 
we have an expenditure of forty-three mit 
lions? Is there no relation between those 
objects? Or is it a proof of prosperity 
that our taxes are enormous, though they 
are borne with cheerfulness, because they 
may be necessary? Does the noble lord 
appeal to Ireland as that with the state of 
which there is every reason to be proud? 
Is India in the best possible state, quite 
prosperous and tranquil? Where thens 
the “* Bed of Roses” to which we have su¢ 
ceeded? Really it is insulting, to tell me, 
I am on a bed of roses, when | feel myself 
torn and stung by brambles and_ nettles, 
whichever way I turn, But, as far as te 
gards this country itself, we are in a stile 
of prosperity, But surely, you’ ought 
consider the difficulties arising from oth 
countries, as'making part of our situall 
The noble lord must admit, that, to use ul 
phrase of one of his colleagues, « the 
Continent is not in a very satisfactory stale’ 
The noble lord, however, tells us, t 
having succeeded to such gn excellents 
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of things, it must be our own fault if we 
do vot carry on affairs well. Does the 
hoble lord then think, that there is a ra- 
tional prospect either of an honourable 
and satisfactory peace ; or, that we possess 


compel our enemy to agfee to peace; or, 
that we have, the prospect of weakening 
and reducing his power? If the noble lord 
thinks these matters easy, I should be very 
happy to. have his advice, on the subject. 
Whether the last campaign was wisely con- 
ducted on our part; whether the exertions 
made and, the concert effected were such as 
could attend a fair chance of success; I 
do. not at present discuss; but surely the 
events of that campaign were such, as by no 
means to facilitate our efforts, and lighten 
dur task. Unless, like the Parish bill, the 


to be apparent for a long time, I must con- 
fess, that I see nothing init that is not dis- 
astrous to the country, and embarrassing to 
the government. Nay, I would ask the 
noble lord, whether the communication of 

fapers by himself aud his, colleagues has 
not added to our difficulties? If he doubts 
ity, let. him come to my office, and I will 


sters, which will prove how much that has 
contributed to. our embarrassments.. But 
the noble lord does not think proper to 
come to our offices; and here I cannot help 
saying, that his declining to come, is in some 
Tespects,criminal. He talked as if it had 
been the intention of the late ministers to 
have made an attack on some of the ene- 
mys vulnerable points. In taking credit 
for the success of such a project, I must 
confess the noble lord seemed to boast ra- 
ther too much of what might have been the 
event, But he spoke as if. something par- 
ticular had been in view. If. there was, J 
do think that it was the noble lord’s duty 
to tell the king’s government where the ene- 
May's vulnerable points were. It has ever 
been my practice, if I had any information, 
to give it, whoever were ministers, that it 
might be acted upon if useful; and I con- 
a4 should have expected the noble lord 
tohave done so. We certainly should be 

to know what vulnerable points ,the. 
noble lord believes could be attacked with. 
Success, If, however, he means only that! 
they would have made some diversion, I am 
Aotso sorry that the noble lord withheld his’ 
Advice. After what they did Jast campaign, | 
hen two armies were sent to different quar- 





Ww 





tere, Where they wer¢ of no use, and 


# 


where they never. made any diversion of 
the enemy’s forces, I have very little hopes 
that the noble lord would have given us 
much instruction as to. useful diversiens now. 
I trust, however, that though the noble 
lord has told, us that we have only.to leave 
things.as they are, that we have only to 
inaintain the- prosperity,.we found, the 
house will have the candour to judge of us 
by ove conduct, and will bear in mind the 
difficulties we have to encounter, in the re- 
lative situation of the country, to our ene- 
my, that thost important of all considera- 
tions. The noble lord, indeed, though 
he has talked.so much of complication, 
seems to have an understanding so formed 
as to be utterly incapable of conceiving 
any relation between objects. . He saw_no- 
thing but a large revenue, but saw nothing 
of the large debt. He talks of a large ar- 
my, but he does not consider that our ene- 
my has an army, a very large army. Sure 
ly itis notenough to tell us of an army lare 
ger than in queen Anne’s time, or even in 
the American war, when the relative state 
of circumstances is so wonderfully changed.. 
I might then quit this part of the subject 
by saying, that the state of the country is 
almost.in every point directly the reverse 
of that described by the noble lord ; but I 
would beg leave to ask him, whether that 
most prosperous state of the country had 
all arisen between May. 1804, and Feb. 
Oth, 1806? The noble lord himself may 
claim the merit of the prosperity of both. 
Bat will some of those very near him 
(Messrs. Cannning, Rose, &c.) agree as to 
the proud situation of the country in May 
1804? Nay, would not the assertion have 
appeared strange to that right hon. persoh, 
on whose memory the noble lord has fre- 
quently drawn this evening? Was it pros, 
sperous in 1804? and what is the difference 
in the increase of the army, since then? 
Some 20,000 or 30,000 men, _ perhaps. 
With respect to the parish bill, the very 
circumstance mentioned by the noble lord, ~ 
as to its not being executed, appears to 
me decisive of its: being a.miserably bad 
measure. . The noble Jord ascribes its non- 
execution to the ignorance of the parish of- 
ficers, But intruthit wasnot the ignorance 
of the parish ofticers,. I -know.that, in the 
part of, the country where I live, within 
five miles of the-commander-in-chief, the 
bill has never been acted upon: and it is 
ridiculous to say, . that it was solely from 
the ignorance. of its object. The truth is, 
the bill was found to be absurd. and imprac- 
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ticable, and therefore it was not executed. 
—To come now, however, to the principal 
point in my right hon. friend’s plan; the 
enlisting for a limited time. The noble lord 
observes upon this, that though the late 
Mr. Pitt was at first captivated with the 
ittea, he was induced, pon tature conside- 
ration, to abandon it. Really I do not 
know what use the noble lord is to makeof 
the opinions of that right hon. person, if he 
is to be the administrator of them. -I 
have read of Mark Anthony giving out 
memorandums and scraps of Julius C#sar’s ; 
and I remember that considerable doubts 
were entertained of the truth of such vou- 
chers of Cesar’s sentiments, All I know is, 
that I never heard that right hon. gent. say 
in patliament, that he had changed his 
views on the subject; nay, I have heard ac- 
counts very different indeed from those of 
the noble lord. For myself, I always have 
Been, and still continue, a warin friend to 
the principle of enlisting for a limited time. 
The noble lord observing on nity right hon. 
_ friend’s argument, that this ‘would facili- 
tate the recruiting, thinks proper to allude 
to something he supposes me ‘to have said 
fespecting the hardship or bondage of the 
situation of men engaging ih a service for 
life. I remember, indeed, that I said on a 
former occasion, that I considered such a 
system as unsuitable to the genius of this 
Constitutiou, and that in ‘addition to the ob- 
ject of policy, ‘it would be ‘an additional 
argument with me, that we should get rid 
of What appeared to me desirable ‘to ‘change. 
We must submit to many ‘things m them- 
selves unpleasant, because we cannot help 
them; but, surély, when humanity and 
constitutional principle coincide with true 
policy, it will be ah addition’l inducement 
to every honourable mind, to rectify what 
js amiss. ‘The noble lord, however, seems 
determined to have “two strings ‘to his 
bow” ‘in argument as well as in every thing 
élse; and, to say the truth, he has sometimes 
three or four, He'foresees'great danger in 
the plan proposed, and says that mutiniés 
may perhapsarise. ‘This, indeed, is no bad 
hint; but let that pass. While the old‘sol- 
diers, on ‘dtie View of ‘his argument, ‘may 
perhaps mutiny, because they do‘not ob- 
tain the right of discharge ‘the new ‘will 
have; lie shews in another, that no such 
danger exists, because, ‘in fact, if'not In) 
right, the'soldiers can ‘obtain their dis) 
charge, so'can ‘have no reason ‘tobe offend 
ed with ‘the privilege “granted ‘to ‘others. 
Thus the noble lod, with one of his ‘érgu: 


ments answers the other, without at all an 
swering that of my right hon friend, as 
the beneficial tendency of enlisting for aif 
mited time, a8 an inducement for men 
enter, But he says this is all theory. Wh 
the noble lord means by theory, | au 
tell; but I see very well, not only that the 
proposed regulation has a tendency tot, 
move an objection to the service, but thi 
it has been adopted, in practice for that 
end. In part of the Prussian army, com 
trary to the broad assertion of the nobk 
lord, it was the custom to enter for a line 
ted tern. It was said, indeed, that Fre 
derick the Great was not very scrupulous jj 
executing the contract, though it was cleat 
what was considered the tendency of the 
regulation; ahd I am convinced, that, 
with a government like this, scrupulous ih 
its faith, the regulation would most 
fully operate as an inducement to the sep 
vice. Besides, the noble lord is mistaken 
in his statement, All the troops of the com 
tinent were not engaged forlife. “Those df 
the elector of Hanover were fora limited 
service. The German corps in our off 
service are all for a limited time, even the 
60th regiment. As to the case of the 
East-India company, put by the noble lord, 
it proves too much ; for it is absurd to say, 
that nién will enlist more willingly fori 
than for a limited time. —Now with respet 
to the Volunteers, tlie noble lord says, he 
remembers my right hon. friend having, on 
former occasions, said so’and ‘so ‘of the Vo 
lunteérs ; but I fear the noble lord only 
members ‘His own misrepresentations df 
what was said. As soon as ‘the noble lot 
yot'up, ‘l anticipated whut we have heard; 
day by day, week after week, year after 
year, the same eternal repetition of the 
stime confuted mistepresentation. Indeed 
he has répeated this so often, that IV 
believe he has brought hiniself to -imaghie 
that ‘his own answeis to my Tight hob, 
friend ‘were really tlie arguments ‘Used 
the latter. My right hon. friend stated dis 
tinetly, that finding ‘the volunteers esta 
blishéd, ahd so far useful,'he would propor 
tokeep them ‘up as far as’ they were Capank 
of being’advantageously employed. ad 
but Says the ‘noble lord, he abused the Ve 
lanteér ‘system 2 or 3 years ago. “I really 
do not remember what my right ‘hon. frei 
‘said when the‘establishment of ‘the Volum 
‘teers was first proposed, but he has said 
‘hight ‘that it is a different thing to dem 
what you find ‘set up, ‘and to disapproves 
patticular “system. “But ‘the noble (OM 
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says, why don’t you tell the Volunteers a 
gnce that you mean to get rid of them. 
he best reason in the world for not doing 
‘bo, js because no such thing is intended. 
But that must be intended, because their 
distipline is to be so relaxed! Yet the no- 
ble lord himself thinks the same degree of 
discipline no longer necessary. The noble 
lord, however, complains of the confusion 
of my right hon. friend’s ideas on the sub- 
‘ect, and a more extraordinary complaint I 
never heard ; for, besides that the speech 
of iny right hon, friend was one of the most 
doquent ever delivered in parliament, it 
wasso perfectly perspicuous in every state- 
trent, that it was mpossible to mistake tl.e 
tneaning of it. If my right hon. friend’s 
speech was the labyrinth, and the noble 
lord’s the strait road, I must have very er- 
foneous ideas, indeed, of the qualities of 
astrait road and a labyrinth, But what 
was the proposal of my right hon. friend ? 
Wasit tiot to.retain, as Volunteers, those 
of @ superior class, those able to defray 
their own expences, while those who could 
not were to be stibject to the general train- 
ing; ‘and this was the principle which 
seemed universally agreed upon, when the 
en Masse act was first considered, 

and it was thought an objéction to that 
inéasiire that all classes should be blended 
Without’ distinction? Now, what is the 
proposal of my right hon. friend.as to the 
general training ? It is'to invite, or compel, | 
a certain portion of the whele population’ 
to be trained, 26 times, each person having} 
one shilling for his trouble each time, so 
that if the training happened on a Sunday, | 
itwould be so much gain. ‘Those, however, | 
Who chose to defray their own expences as} 
dlunteers, are not to be compelled to be; 
trained. —The noble lord however asks, how) 
‘will you ‘put all those ten so trained? into! 
the ranks to defend London ? I answer .no,} 
because the thing must be impossible ; and) 
Lf seageidir in the neighbourhood of 
London, a sufficient number of trained) 
fin Would be found to annoy the enemy, 
‘or fill up our own ranks, without calling 
Up those from the distant counties. The éf- 
feet of the ‘training would be to give .us a 
$tedternumber of men, better fit than they’ 
would otherwise have been, to recruit.the 
‘Tegiments, or to contribute in other ways to, 
ass the enemy. But again comes the’ 
‘old ‘atgumént whith I have oftenheard. id 
‘etttiments the very reverse of respect. It 
m but could these men defend ‘Lon- 


they reached Chatham ? Should the enemy 
land on oUF shores, we ought doubtless to 
fight every inch of ground, but are we to 
act as if that were all, and as if the whole © 
were lost if the first stand were not suc- 
tcessful ? We must. provide, however, not 
only to withstand the ehemy vigorously 
in their first progress, but to have all the 
means of maintaining the contest with them 
in the worst event.—Nay, I am convinced 
that the English people would, on such ag 
occasion, display an energy, perseverance, 
and fortitude, surpassing what any nation 
on the continent has shewn, They arein a 
different situation, to be sure. They are 
umaccustomed to the presence of an enemy 
in their country, and could not bear it pa- 
tiently : they feel every motive of attach- 
ment to their coustry and their constita- 
tion. They are unshakén in their affection 
to their government by those changes of 
master and of companion, which'tend to 
unhinge every principle of allegiance, and 
they would therefore, I am convinced, give 
anew example of constancy, and would 
shew that the fate of their country did not 
depend on the event of a single battle. 
Even if the first advantages were gained ‘by 
the enemy, they would find hundreds of 
thousands, nay, perhaps millions, of En- 
glishmen determined to maintain their Ti- 
berty and independence. ‘That the enemy 
would be best resisted by an armed and 
trained ‘peasantry, capable of vere 
their progress or of serving a3 recruits 

the-regular army, I am perfectly satisfied, 
and I am convinced they would do it far 
better than any number of Volunteers on 
the present system. Indeed ‘the employ- 
ment of the Volunteers as regiments ‘antl 
as reinforcements, ‘would ‘be full of dan- 
ger, and no friend to the Volunteers 
would advise the experiment to be tried. — 
‘It is alledged, however, that no immediate 
increase of the army will result from this 
measure, because it substitutes nothing. 
But in truth, the merit of the plan is, ‘that 
it proposés no complicated machinery to 
produce an effect, which will be gained | 

the simple mode of recruiting. -All the 
schemes adopted for raising men‘have, 4s 
far as they have been successful, ‘only de- 
frauded the ordinary system of recruiting, 
and that with a great expence, and no ine 
considerable oppression. ‘Is it nothing, 
that the market will again be left open 


Tt}to the government as the only recruitor? 


‘I do not altogether ‘blame ‘former minis- 








‘don't “Coiila’ they ‘stop ‘the -enemy ‘before 


ters for the experiments tried. * ‘At ‘the. 
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Deginning of the wat a gens tal apprehen- 
sion was entertained that an invasion 
would immediately be’ attempted, and it 
may haye appeared necessary, to. augment 
the army, eyen at the risk of encroaching 
upon, the future supply. But the: noble 
Jord'says, this'is all theory, aud that po 

_ More, men will be obtained. Now, I should 
think, however, that, the theory which tells 
me that you have the‘ best chance of being 
cheaply provided when you are the only 

- bidder, 1s preferable to’ the ‘noble lord’s 
“practical argument, that the more compe- 
titors you let in to the market, the more re- 
cruits you are likely to obtain, and ata small 
ounty, The noble Jord tells us, too, that 

> "it was the intention of the late Mr. Pitt to 
v make an addition of 20 or 25 thousand men 
-'tothe army. ;Andin fact, Ihaye no doubt, 
that my right hon. friend will propose, not 
“only, to leave no, deficiency in the effective 
emeaten y. considered proper to be kept 
mp, but will, giggest any further increase 
that ‘may appear necessary.——It. ought to 
be témembered that, with the exception of 
Hest, a power, however, whose alliance, 
“desirable and important, as it is, must. be 
‘confessed to be too remote for producing 
a decisive lmpression on the Continent, we 
haye, no ally whatever of any consequence’ 
willing, to fight for, ys. Such, is the pro-| 
sperous situation the noble’ lord describes. 
When this is considered, and the state of 
the Continent is taken into view, it must 
be allowed that it is time to thiuk of in- 
creasing our Army. Both for the purpose 
of war, and what must be the establishment 
of any peace likely to, be obtained, it isi 
proper that the subject of the army should’ 
-be maturely weighed, Indeed, by the cir- 
‘cumstances of, Europe, [am ready to con- 
fess that,I have’ been| weaned from the 
epinions I formerly held with respect to 
the force that might suffice in time of 
peace; nor,do I consider this as any in- 
‘consistency, because I see no rational pro-| 
‘spect of any peace that would exempt us 
from the necessity of watchful preparation 
and powerful establishments. | The subject 
-of the army, therefore, must come betore’ 
‘us in different shapes, and it presents itself 
‘indifferent views. If we cannot obtain a safe’ 
and honourable peace, of which it is im- 
‘Possible, in the actual state of affairs, to be 
sanguine ; and if we do not obtain, in car- 
tying on the war, that species of success 


chardly to be calculated upon, we must be] w 


‘reduced tothat state whish I, for one, cannot 


being, with respect to Europe, the 4}; 
‘tannos toto orbe divisos,” and be lehy 
our own resoufces and out own’ colo 
conhexions, or be compelled to cultivan! 
system the most uphill, the most d 

and the most riorabeed, particularly gy 
the ill success Of our late Continental bs 
sures, which it is possible to concew 
Yet, perhaps, upon the whole, I am mp 
inclined to the latter system, difficult aj 
unpromising as itis. But if we do resol, 
to éngage in that arduous and difica 
struggle, demanding every effort, and esey 
exertion, or indeed whatever other systeq 
we resolve to'act upon, a large army isi, 
dispensible, Eyen while foreign poy, 
court our money, they feel a degradatia 
in accepting it, and they do not View. Us 
a favourable light under such a conneetig, 


quate fo, home deferice and to foreign om 
rations, may be doubtful. Yet J willy, 
that while we take due precautions for hom 
defence, by training the population te am 
the true policy of the country is to rise sup, 
rior to the panic of invasion, and to sher 
that our force and our courage are not ip 
be confined at home.—Our enemy bes 
us, that by disregarding the danger te 
ticular points, and by directing his forces 
where the occasion deiiands them, he ha 
‘been able to spread bis dominion, andip 
subdue his opponents. If that system) 
which T have alluded ‘were to be adopt 
a preat arniy must necessarily be maintain 
ed. In England and Scotland, 1 am con. 
fident, the plan proposed will have the mat 
powerful effect on the recruiting service; 
and, if measures could be adopted for com- 
pletely conciliating the people of Ireland, 
it would present a nursery of brave an 
excellent soldiers, more faithful in propor 
tidn to its population, than any pfinee i 
Europe possesses. i ee 
Mr. Yorke admitted that there were dif- 
culties with which the present adminisie 
tion had certainly to struggle, or any adm 
nistration in their circumstances, But 
king allowances for those difficulties, thi 
great-man who had been mentioned, hadlel 
them in’a situation that did him the high 
est honour. He applauded in high term 
the impressive and powerful peroration! 
right bon, gent. bad just made, with wi 
he agreed most cordially. Finding 00 





-sonten Minor aah ApRRESBAM EPA of 


}” 





But, whether we can have an army adel 
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our enemy, whose great object was our 
destruction. He assented most cordially 
to every proposition for putting the army 
on a proper and respectable establishment, 
but differed in several points from the right 
hon. gent. who had submitted this proposi- 
tion to the house. He hoped this difference 
of opinion on his part would not be attri- 
buted to any desire to oppose the present 
administration. He was of opinion, in the 
preset circumstances of the country, that 
‘all party feelings should be laid aside, and 
fio systematic opposition entered into, un- 
fes¢ it should be found that ministers were 
‘betraying their trust and abusing the confi- 
dence of the nation. But it was the duty 
of every member in that house to take 
care that the declining years of a beloved 
sovereign should descend to the grave in 
‘peace. Any change in our military esta- 
blishment, he thought, had better be post- 
poned till atime of peace. It was like quit- 
‘ting a good position on the eve of battle in 
‘quest of another, by which we exposed our- 
selves to inevitable defeat. We had alrea- 
dy, he thought, a large army, and the 
‘means also in operation that were likely to 
‘fncrease it. He should at present only make 
a few observations upon tlie different heads 
into which the right hon. gent. appeared 
to have divided his speech, viz. the repeal 
of the Additional Force bill ; 2dly, the re- 
gulation of the Army ; and 3dly, the regu- 
lation of the Volunteer system, and the im- 
provements of the Levy en Masse. With 
respect to the first of these he confessed 
that he himself had at first opposed that 
additional force bill, from the idea of its 
being an innovation, but now since it ap- 
peared to have been the means of produ- 
cing men, and likely to be still further be- 
neficial in being productive of a regular 
supply to the army, he should hesitate very 
much before he should vote for the repeal 
of such an act. It most undoubtedly 
‘Ought not to be repealed merely upon pre- 
judices taken up at the outset of the plan. 
The number of men produced within the 
few last months operated very greatly in its 
favour, and tended to show the absurdity 
of repealing an act previously to proposing 
any substituteinitsstead. 1t had been found 
~ that by common recruiting the deficiences 
‘Inthe army could not at present be filled 
up, The right hon. gent. had in his speech 
faken notice of the circumstance that the 
trifling bounty of one guinea or two guineas 
_pelng sufficient to procure men for the army 
‘Wthe reign of king William, and jn the time 





of king George lJ.; but he wished him to ad- 

vert to the extreme difference of those times 
from the present, and the number of men ac- 
tually required for the services of the state. 
When the French fleet came up to Dunge-~ 
ness, in the year 1744, the total amount 
of the army to defend the country was onl 

19,000; a circumstance which might sti 

be in the recollection of many gentlemen 
at this present day, It was impossible now 
to think of keeping up an army upon the 
principles adopted in the reign of George 
the second ; and such being the case, it serv- 
ed no end to advert to what.could not pos= 
sibly be effected at that distant period. As 
to the proposed mode of recruiting for li- 
mited service, he did not think that it 
would have the effect of even increasing the 
first levy, and far less would jit tend to re- 
tain the men in the second instance. This 
had been a constant complaint in regard to 
the army of Reserve, and the same thing 
would undoubtedly occurin the present in- 
stance. It had been already found that de- 
sertion took place more frequently in the li- 
mited, than in the unlimited service. The 
army of this country might be said tobe als 
ways an annual army, from the circum. 
stance of that house enjoying a privilege, 
which he hoped they would neverbe depri- 
ved of, that of voting a sum annually for 
its maintenance. Men could not, there. 
fore, be said, to be enlisting for life, when 
it appeared that they thus ouly enlisted for 
the particular length of time during which 
their services might be required. By the 
present practice in the army (a practice 
which did not appear on this occasion to 
have been adverted to), no man was retain- 
ed in it above 24 years. This was-an imi- 
tation of the custom of the ancient Romans, 
whose soldiers, after having served 20 
years, procured what was demominated a 
remissio, and were afterwards transferred to 
another description of service. He had not 
the smallest objection to this custom being 
strictly attended to, and enforced ; but he 
should be extremely sorry indeed, to find 
a new system, not likely to produce any 
good effect, introduced. This was running 
the risk of altering the army in the most ir 
regular manner. What constituted the su- 
periority of the regular army? It was the 
feeling which the men had of their being 
soldiers, and kept on a different footing 
from those who were raised on a different 
plan. He warned the house to pause before 
they attempted ‘to introduce such a dange- 
roys innovation, and to'reflect upon what 





might probably be the consequence in re- 
gard to the navy of Great Britain. He was 
not at all aware that some regulations would 
not become necessary, in order to ascertain 
a specified term of service for sailors and 
marines, men who might be said at present 
to be engaged in an unlimited species of 
service. He most sincerely hoped that mi- 
nisters would not encumber themselves 
with any opinions which they might have 
‘formerly uttered in that house, when they 
in their own consciences were, he believed, 
convinced that their plans would not be 
successful, If we were to keep up our er- 
may even in time of peace to the amount of 
150,000 men, we might reasonably suppose 
that between 50 and 60 thousand men would 
be found necessary for our colonies, for 
garrisons, and for reliefs, &c. This would 
be keeping up a larger army than would 
otherwise be necessary, and that principal- 
ly for the: purpose of relieving those men 
whose time was expired. It had been found 
by the experience we have already had in 
the militja, that no sooner was a man’s time 
expired, than he retired from the service with 
the utmost eagerness. He saw no occa- 
sion for our imitating the custom of other 
countries who stood in situations entirely 
different from’ ours, He agreed with the’ 
right hon. gent. in adopting some plans for 
bettering the condition of the army, but he 
could not help thinking that every one of 
the regulations now proposed might with 
equal propriety be applied to the army, as 
it at present stood. He also approved of 
making use of the Levy en Masse bill, but 
united in thinking that it would require 
some amendments. With respect to the 
rank of volunteer officers, he might also 
agree with the right hon. geat. that it might 
thave been prudent to make some further 
regulations, had they been adopted from the 
coummencenient of their institution; but he 
recollected that in the year 1794, when that 
right hon. ;gent. was secretary at war, he 
Hid not. get up in his place to oppose the: 
measures which were then.adopted. The 
right hon..gent. concluded with stating, 
that he had a great many other observations 
‘to make against the proposed measures, 
which, on account of the lateness of the! 
hour, -he would defer till a future oppor- 
tunity. , 
General Norton said, that it fell to his' 
lot te command a second battalion raise 
by the former.act; and from an account.o 
the state of that battalion, he could show, 





that out of 755.rank:and file, 681 std 
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offered themselves for general service, He 
therefore was led to believe, that the}; 
alluded to had actually proved very ef 
cient. " 
Sir James Pulteney objected to the whol 
outline of the plan brought forward } 
the right hon. secretary, as it tended tog 
diminution of the regular force of the coup 
try. It went to repeal the Additional 
Force act, an act by which greater encoy. 
ragement was actually held out, by specify 
ing not only a limited time, but evena 
mited place of service, while the scheme 
proposed only related to a limitation of the 
time. He thought that the character of 
the British soldier would be materially jp 
jured by the change proposed. The mo 
tives which generally led men to encounter 
dangers would be greatly lessened, by ene 
abling them to leave the service and retum 
to live with their families and friends, andit 
was natural to suppose that the national chy. 
racter would gradually decline. This wa 
not the practice of any great military nation 
in Europe. He thought that the Volup 
teers, who had already incurred many hea 
expences, ought to be continued on ther 
present establishment. He disapproved of 
the plan of an armed peasantry. . 
General Tarleton also objected to the 
proposed mode of recruiting, as it went 
evidently to demolish a great part of the 
army as already established, and to do away 
the Volunteer force, without substituting 
any other eligible mode. He had in his 
pocket the clearest proof of the efficacy of 
the Additional Force act. He was con 
vinced that the finest recruits had been 
raised by that act. He could not help ob 
serving, that several of the lords lieutenants 
of counties appeared to have been remiss 
in their exertions in raising the men; but 
from this obloquy he might venture to et 
empt the county of Lancashire, to which he 


belonged. In the county of Devon ther 


had been 35 men raised, in Surrey 539, it 
Essex 89, and in the county of Berks only 
35. Such statements showed the dispanly 
of exertions used to fulfil the object in view, 
He acknowledged that there were many dF 
ficers who did approve of the limited spe 
cies of service, and that .he had formel 

approved of it, butnow, since he understood 


ithe matter, he had seen the propriety # 


encouraging .a difference of opinion, Cont 
dering our insular situation and numero 
colonies, it was absolutely necessary 
we should abide by the regulations form 
ly adopted, in regard.to the Army. # 
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found that most of the officers of experi- 
ence and skill, whom he had consulted, 

were perfectly adverse to the system, He 

disapproved highly of encroaching upon 
the Volunteer system. No less than 
300,000 men fad voluntarily come for- 
ward, and had already proved themselves 
extremely serviceable to the country, and 
were by this change totally unfixed and 
unhinged, Was this a proper time for such 
dangerous experiments, when the enemy 
might attempt invasion during the course 
of the summer? The hon. general then 
spoke in high terms of the efficiency of the 
Volunteers, many of whom he had had the 
honour of commanding. He denied that 
the Levy en Masse would be the means of 
recruiting the army. 

Sir W. W. Wynne said, that he was ready 
to prove that every man that had been 
raised for Denbighshire, was procured by 
means ofa crimp. Lancashire, therefore, 
taking that fact and the statement of the 
hon. general together, had almost all the 
honour of carrying into effect the provi- 
sions of the Defence act, 

Mr. Langham said a few words in favour 
of the bill. 


Lord Temple observed, that charges. 


against officers in a most respectable and 
highly honourable situation should not be 
lightly made. An hon. gen. (Tarleton) had 
accused somé of the most highly contiden- 
tial officers under government with thwart- 
ing the intentions of his majesty’s ministers, 
whom it was their duty to support; he 
had, in fact, impeached them with a sort of 

- under-handed work which thwarted the 
designs of the legislature for the defence of 
the country. 

General Tarleton, in explanation, said 
that he did not intend to accuse any lord 
lieutenant of thwarting the intentions of 
government. 

Colonel Craufurd said, he would not 
then enter into a detailed statement of his 
sentiments with respect to the plan now 
submitted to the house. He could not 
for a moment, however, suppose that the 
right hon. secretary of state (Mr. Wind- 
ham) had ever entertained the strange idea 
that seemed to be attributed to him, of 
suffering men to ask for their discharge, 
neither could he suppose that the right 
hon. secretary entertained so mean an idea 
of the character of a soldier as to imagine 
that he could think of asking for his dis- 
charge, while his brothers in arms had thi- 
litary duty to perform. 

Vou. VI, 
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Mr. C. Dundas stated the causes of the 
petition from Berkshire, for the repeal of 
the Additional Force bill, and maintained: 
that the principle of that bill was imprac- 
ticable. . 

Sir W. Young, alluding to what had 
fallen from an hon. general, spoke in justi- 
fication of the conduct of the lords lieu- 
tenants of counties in regard to their exer= 
tions under the Additional Force act. 

Colonel Graham said, he thought the 
limited service would operate as a great 
inducement to men continuitig in the army, 
and would be the means.of preventing de- 
sertion, which bad now become two fre- 
quent. 

Mr. Huddlestone professed himself friend- 
ly to the principle of limited service.—Leave 


‘was then given to bring in a bill to repeal 


the Additional Force bill. At 2 o’clock 
the house adjourned to Monday the 14th 
instant. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, April 14. 
{[Minutes.} The Irish Militia Service 
bill passed through a committee, and was 
reported.—The Irish First Fruits bill, the 
Irish Treasury Bills bill, the British Fishe> 
ries Encouragement bill, were brought from 
the commons and were severally read a 
first time.—-Lord Grenville moved that the 
committee appointed to search the journals 
for precedents of proceedings in cases of 
Impeachment, be instructed to consider of 
the best mode of proceeding on the trial of 
lord viscount Melville, and do report there- 

on.—Ordered. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, April 14. 

[Mrxutes.] Mr. Calcraft presented, 
‘an Account of the sums which remained — 
in the Exchequer on the Ist Jan. 1805, 
being part of the grants of parliament for 
the service of the Ordnance for the year 
1804, specifying the proportion remaining 
of each grant; and also an Account of the 
unappropriated balance in the hands of the 
Treasurer of the Ordnance, being part of 
the said grants, on the Ist of Jan. afore- 
said."—-A new writ was directed to be 
issued for the election of a member for 
Helston, in the room of Davies Giddy, 
esq. who has accepted the Stewardship of 
the Chiltern Hundreds.—Mr. Jervis, in 
pursuance of a former notice, moved for 
leave to bring in a bill for altering and ex- 
pediting the trial of offences committed in 


é 
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distant parts on the high seas. The grounds 
ou which he submitted his motion.to the 
house were as follows: by theact of Henry 
VIII, the jurisdiction of the admiralty bad 
been extended to all offences committed on 
the high seas; but the exercise of ‘this ju- 
risdiction had been often attended with 
great delay and inconvenience, masmuch 
as it became nécessary that the offender 
and the witnesses should be brought to this 
country, and that the trial should take place 
here. To. remedy this inconvenience, the 
admiralty, by an act of William, were em- 
powered to appoint a special commission 
for conducting the trial of offences in dis- 
tant parts. But the authority of such com- 
missions was confined to the colonies ; and 
besides, they acted upon the principles of 
the civil law, which were very difierent from 
those of the cormmon law of this country. 
The design of this bill, therefore, was to 
prevent the necessity for bringing home the 
offenders, and also that they might enjoy 
the benefit of the trial by jury, and not be 
tried according to the forms of the civil 
law. Leave granted.—Mr. Paull thought 
that an hon. director (Mr. Huddlestone), 
would have moved for the paper about 
which he had given notice, before he (Mr. 
P.) brought forward his charges against 
marquis Wellesley , but now, however, he 
understood that he had abandoned it. He 
would, therefore, move on Friday for cer- 
tain papers, to lay the grounds of his charge 
against marquis Wellesley ; also for papers 
for an additional charge respecting Furruck- 
abad; and, that it might not be said that he 
came by a side wind on the house, he would 
also move for a- paper which would lay the 
grounds for a charge of direct disobedi- 
ence against the noble marquis.—General 
Gascoigne moved an address to his majesty 
for Copies of the Capitulation of the Colo- 
nies of Demerary, Essequibo, Berbice, and 
Surinam, to his majesty’s arms,—In a com- 
mittee of Supply the Army Estimates were 
voted, upon, as the secretary at war-stated, 
the same soale for the same services as that 
of last year. The Report was ordered to 
be brought up to-morrow.—On the motion 
of Mr. Jeffery, it was ordered, that an 
Account be. produced of the number of 
Line-of-battle Ships and I’rigates in ordi- 
nary on the, Ist of Oct. 1801, shewing the 
Repairs necessary to put them into condi- 
tion. for permanent service, &c.—On the 
motion of Mr. James Fitzgerald, the 2d 
reading of the Irish Population bill was put 
off till the 1st of ‘Aug.—-Mr. Vansittart 


. 





said, that owing to a mistake, upon open 
ing the Budget, the Kast-India Sugar was 


not iueluded in the proposed tax upoy 
Sugar. To rectify that mistake, therefor, 
he gave notice, that he should, on Weds 
nesday, in a Committee of Ways and 
Means, submit a particular motion.—The 
2d reading of the Iron Duty bill was posts 
poned till this day se’nnight, in order, a 
Mr. Vansittart stated, that all parties in. 
terested should have a further opportunity 
of considering the measure, 

[Desrs or tue Nasoss or Arcot] Mr 
Hobhouse moved the order of the day, for 
taking into further consideration the Re 
port which, upon the 27th day of March 
last, was made from the committee, to 
whom the Petition of the several Creditors 
of his Highness the Nabob Wallah Jah, 
formetly Nabob of Arcot, and now de 
ceased, and of his Highness the Nabob 
Omdut ul Omrah, late. Nabob of Arcot, 
and of his Highness the Ameer ul Omrah, 
now also deceased, or one of them, and 
parties to the articles of agreement there 
in after mentioned, was referred; which 
being read, the hon. gent. rose and 
observed, that before he proceeded to 
move for leave to bring mm “ a bill, for 
enabling the commissioners acting in ew 
ecution of an agreement made between 
the Kast-India company and the private 
creditors of the late Nabobs ‘of the Care 
tic, the better to carry the same into ¢ 
fect,” the house would naturally expect 
from him some preliminary observations, 
tending to explain the grounds upon which 
this measure was introduced to the notice 
of parliament. .Judian subjects were Ute 
ally deemed to be dry and complicatedia 
their nature, and hence they did not gene 


rally receive the attention which . their 


magnitude deserved. He was, therefore, 
obliged to au hon. gent. (Mr. Francis) now 
absent, on account of a domestic misfor 
tune which he (Mr. H.) sincerely lament | 
ed, for endeavouring to rouse the attention 
of the house to. this measure which, he 
agreed with him, was of great importance, 
Unfortunately for him (Mr. I.) it wa 
also a, subject of great extent; so that he 
should be under the necessity of troubling 
the house at greater length than was agree 
able to his inclinations. In order thatthe 
house might. completely understand tt 
whole transaction, he felt himself com 
pelled to go back as far as the year 1754 
when parliament first took cognizance 

the private debts of the Nabob of Art 
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and to describe several treaties with the 
princes of the Carnatic, subsequently to 
that time; he should however, be as briet 
as the nature of the subject would allow. 
Jw 1784, an act was passed, the 24th of 
the king, cap. 25, intitled, * An act for 
the better regulation and management of 
the affairs of the East-India company, and 
of the British possessions in India; and 
for establishing a court of judicature for 
the more speedy and effectual trial of per- 
sous accused of offences committed in‘ the 
East Indies.” By the 37th section of that 
act, it was provided that, “ whereas very 
large suns of money are claimed to be due 
to British subjects by the Nabob of Arcot, 
in the recovery whereof it is expedient that 
such assistance should be given them as 
shall be consistent with the rights of the 
‘company, the security of the creditors, and 
the honour and dignity of the said Nabob ; 
be it enacted, that the court of directors 
_of the said company shall, as soon as may 
be, take into consideration the origin and 
justice of the gaid demands, as far as the 
materials they are in possession of shall 
. enable them to do; and that they shall 
give such orders to their presidencies and 
servants abroad, for completing the inves- 
tigation thereof, as the nature of the case 
shall require, and for establishing,an con- 
cert with the said Nabob, such fund for 
the discharge of those debts, which shall 
appear to be justly due, according to their 
respective claims, of priority, as shall be 
consistent with the rights of the said uni- 
ted company, the security of the creditors, 
and the honour and dignity of the said 
Nabob,” The first question which pre- 
sented itself, was, what was done in con- 
sequence of this legislative enactment? 
The statute was promulgated at Madras in 
Feb, 1785, and soon afterwards a treaty 
was concluded between Mr. Davidson, the 
acting governor of Madras, and the Nabob 
Wallek-Jah, by which it was stipulated 
that his highness should annually pay four 
lacs of pagodas as a military subsidy to the 
company, and set-aside a fund every year 
of.12 lacs, in liquidation of his debt to his 
ptivate creditors, being British subjects, 
and of his debt to the company. The pri- 
vate creditors, according to the orders of 
the court of Directors, were to consist ° of 
3 classes only, the other debts of the Nae 
bob not having at that time fallen under 
their notice. The 3 classes consisted of, 
1. The debt distinguished by the name of 
the Consolidated Debt of 1767; amounting 
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to 7,96,445 pagodas; 2. The old Cavalry 
Debt, 6,90,624 pagodas; 3. The Consoli- 
dated Debt of 1777, 54,98,500 pagodas, 
making a total of 69,85,570 pagodas, or, 
in British money, 2,794,298/.—These pri- 
vate creditors were called upon to inscribe 
their names in a register, and henee these 
3 classes of debts were denominated the 
registered debts of the Nabob of Arcot. 
The hon. gent. said, he mentioned this 
circumstance, . that gentlemen, when he 
spoke of the registered debts, might under- 
stand his meaning without further explana- 
tion, and comprehend what debts were in- 
cluded under that denomination. He 
could specify the regulations by which the 
court of directors fixed the proportion of 
the 12 laes of pagodas, which was to be 
employed in liquidation of the claims 
of the private creditors, and the part 
which was to be appropriated to the dis- 
charge of the debt to the company; but 
he was fearful of being led too much into 
detail, and of occupying too much of the 
time of the house. It was sufficient to say 
that he possessed a copy of these regula- 
tions, and,should be ready to produce 
them, ifany gentleman should wish to hear 
In Feb, 1787, a new trea- 
ty was entered into between the Nabob 
Wallak Jah and sir Archibald Campbell, 
then governor of Madras, by which it was 
agreed that the military subsidy, to be in 
future paid by his* highness in time of 
peace, should be 9, lacs of pagodas, and 
that 4-5th of the revenues of the Carnatic 
should be appropriated to the use of the 
company in case either of the parties should 
be at war, for the treaty was both‘ offen- 
sive and defensive. Twelve lacs of pagodas, 
as by Mr. Davidson’s treaty, were to be 
annually contributed for the discharge both 
of the private and public debts cf the Na- 
bob, subject to the company’s regulations, to 
which he had before’alluded, A few years 
afterwards it was found, so dilatory had 
the Nabob been in his payments, that an 
arrear of about 19 lacs, had accrued under 
the two before-mentioned treaties. At the 
close of 1789, Tippo Sultaun, the king of 
Mysore, made an attack upon the ally of 
the company, the Travancore Rajah. The 
late marquis Cornwallis, then governor- 
general, went to the assistance of the Ra- 
jab, and demanded from the Nabob’ of the 
Carnatic, the contribution stipulated by 
his treaty with sir A. Campbell. . The 
4-5th’s of the revenues were, however, so 
irregularly paid, that a considerable arr: ar 





727} PARL, DEBATES, Apri 14, 1806.—Debts of the Nabobs of Arcet. {ra 


was soon found to exist; the supplies of 
grain and cattle.were so tardily provided 
. by the Nabob’s servants, that the service 
suffered considerable detriment. On these 
two grounds, the marquis Cornwallis found 
himself under the necessity of assuming 
pro tempore the civil in addition to the mi- 
litary government of the Carnatic, and the 
entire management of the revenues. At 
the close of ‘this war which was brought 
to a glorious termination in 1792, the 
marquis Cornwallis returned the country 
into the hands of the Nabob, and formed 
a new treaty with his highness, by which 
it was stipulated that 9 lacs of pagodas 
should in future be paid to thé company, 
annually, as a military subsidy; and a new 
arrangement was made respecting the suin 
to be appropriated each year to the dis- 
charge of the Nabob’s debts. The mar- 
quis being convinced by the representation 
of the Nabob that his revenues were not 
adequate to so large an annual payment as 
12 lacs, in liquidation of debts, and being 
desirous of manifesting a spirit of forbear- 
ance, and an example of moderation, con- 
sented that only 6.21,105 pagodas should 
be annually applied in satisfaction of the 
claims of the private creditors only; the 
debt to the company not being expunged, 
but left to future investigation, and to the 
arbitration and decision of the marquis 
Cornwallis himself: this reference was oc- 
casioned by some disputes in the accounts, 
which were not easy of adjustment.—The 
next treaty which he should have occasion 
to mention, was concluded in July, 1801, 
between Azeem ul Dowlah, the present 
Nabob of the Carnatic, and lord Clive, 
now earl Powis, then governor of Madras. 
By this treaty it was provided that the civil 
and military government of the Carnatic, 
and the full and exclusive administration 
of the revenues, (with the reserve of a por- 
tion to be appropriated to the maintenance 
of the Nabob, and for the support of his 
dignity,) should be vested in the hands of 
the East-India co.; and that the 6,21,105 
pagodas, as by marquis Cornwallis’s treaty, 
should be annually applied to the discharge 
of the registered debts. This treaty with 
Azeem u) Dowlab, though last in order of 
time, was first in point of importance, be- 
cause it was the foundation of the arrange- 
ment in July 1805, between the company 
and the creditors of the late Nabobs, What 
effect, said the hon. gent., had been produced 
by the enactment of the statute of 1784, and 
the several treaties which grew out of it, and 


which he had here described? With res 

to the debt of the Nabob to the Company, be 
was not called upon to enter into the por 
ject, as his bill related only to the privayg 
creditors ; nor was the question at the py 
sent moment very interesting; for what. 
ever the debt might be, it must, in cong, 
quence of the superior productiveness of 
the Carnatic revenues under British ny, 
nagement, .be in a daily state of dimj, 
nution, and at no very distant day be 
entirely annihilated. As to the effeg 
upon the claims of the private credi 

the house will learn with satisfaction, tha 
in May, 1804, the registered debts wer 
completely liquidated. The directors wey 
however aware, when upon the conclusion 
of Mr. Davidson’s treaty, they ordered the 
participation of the 12 lacs to be confined 
to the 3 classes, which alone at that timehed 
engaged their attention, and which after, 
wards went by the name of the registered 
debts, that further sums were owing from 
the Nabob. In those orders they stated 
that, according to report, the Nabob had 
contracted further debts, and that: if 

of them were due to British subjects, ther 


presidencies were to give no countenance 


to them until a full investigation had taken 
place; a report bad been made to the 
court of directors, and their orders had 
been received. In consequence of these 
directions, all persons were called upon to 
deliver their claims to a committee, who 
were appointed to receive and investigate 
them. ‘This committee sat at Madras from 
1785 to 1791, and took into consideration 
all the cases which were brought before 
them. Their report had been sent to the 
court of directors: and it was for a mor 
efficient investigation of the claims upon 
which they had reported, and also for the 
examination of debts subsequently com 
tracted, that the present arrangement had 
been established. The hon. gent. said he 
was bound here to notice, that some of the 
debts contained in the report from the Ma 
dras committee had been discharged by the 
orders of the company. He particularly 
alluded to the new cavalry loan, called 
new, to distinguish it from the old cavaly 
loan, one of the registered debts. The 
new cavalry loan was contracted during the 
second Mysore war with Hyder Ally, which 
commenced in 1780, and was advanced 
the Nabob Wallak Jah, at a critical moment 


when the public service required it, for the | 


purpose of discharging arrears of pay to bis 





officers and troops, who were about 
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break out into an alarming state of mutiny 
aud insurrection; so just were these de- 
mands, and so embarrassed were many of 
these creditors in-their circumstances, that 
the court of directors ordered this debt to 
be discharged, in the same proportion as the 
old cavalry debt, out of their part of the 
twelve lacs of pagodas, leaving themselves 
atefuture time to reclaim upon the Nabob. 
The sum thus paid, appeared by lord Clive’s 
treaty with Azeem ul Dowlah in 1801, to 
have constituted at that time a part of the 
debt from his highness to the company. 
All the other unconsolidated debts were 
pow to undergo a strict enquiry. Some of 
them were contracted by the Nabob Wallak 
Jah, antecedently to the promulgation of 
the statute of 1784 at Madras, in Feb. 
1785, others by his highness subsequently 
to that period. Others were contracted 
after the year 1795, when Wallak Jah died, 
by his eldest son and successor Omdut al 
Omrah; others by the Ameer ul Omrah, 
second son of the Nabob, who died before 
his father. The Ameer had been prime 
minister to his father the Nabob,and all the 
property justly liable to pay his private 
debts, was, by a practice not untommon in 
the native governments of India, seized by 
the Nabob, Hence to that amount the Nabob 
Wallak Jab was considered liable to the 
Ameer’s debts, and to that amount the fair 
creditors of the Ameer were entitled to the 
benefits of the arrangement now under con- 
sideration, ‘The East-India co. being of opi- 
nion that to pay without distinction all the 
numerous demands before stated, would be 
wasteful and unwarrantable prodigality, 
and that indiscriminately to reject all, 
would be the grossest injustice and cruelty, 
many of the debts having been contracted 
for civil and military services actually per- 
formed, or other fair considerations, came 
to an agreement with the private creditors 
of the late Nabobs of the Carnatic, to set 
aside an annual fund of 3,40,000 pagodas, 
with interest from May, 1804, the period of 
‘the extinction of the registered debts. This 
sum was first to be applied to the discharge 
of all claims approved in a manner which 
he should afterwards describe, and the sur- 
plus was to form a sinking fund for the re- 
_ demption of the capital. That the East- 
India co, by the adoption of this measare, 
acted most honourably, most justly, and 
most laudably, would not, he believed, be 
denied. If the revenues were in the hands 
of the present Nabob, every gent. must al- 
low that it would be for the honour and 





dignity of his ‘highness, and that it would 
mark the equitable disposition of his mind, 
to appropriate a part ef them in discharge 
of the just debts of his uncle Omdut ul Om= 
rah, and his grandfather Wallak Jah; and 
the East-India co., as grantees of the. Na= 
bob, 'were bound in honour to pursue the 
same course. So forcibly indeed was that 
honourable obligation felt by the court of 
directors, that they had not, as when the 
revenues were in the possession of the late 
Nabobs, cohfined their care, as directed by | 
the acts of parliament, to the interests of 
British creditors only, but allowed pative 
creditors also to prefer their claims. It 
was likewise to be taken into the account, 
that when the Nabobs contracted these 
debts, they had no other means of payment 
than the revenues of their country, and to 
no other resource could their creditors 
look for the liquidation of their demands, 
Many of them, indeed, had received tun 
cas, or assignments, upon the revenues 
from the Nabob, directed to the Aumildars, 
or collectors, who nevertheless could not, 
or would not satisfy them. Hence the 
hon. gent. contended that, although the 
revenues were not strictly bound in mort- 
gage, they were virtually pledged, into 
whatever hands they might fall, to the dis- 
charge of every bond fide claim. It was 
further to be considered, that the act of 
1784, by directing the East-India co. to 
establish, in concert with the Nabob, a fund 
out of his revenues for the liquidation of 
his debts, recognized the principle that his 
revenues were justly applicable in sucha 
measure. The 33d of the king, c. 52. sect. 
146. by repealing many parts of the act of 
1784, while it specifically retained the 
clauses relating to the Nabob’s debts, again 
acknowledged the same principle. in pur- 
suance of hat principle, twice solemnly 
recognized by Parliament, the East-India 
co; had now consented that 3,40,000 pa- 
godas should be annually set aside for the 
gradual liquidation of all the just debts of 
the late Nabobs. Had the directors acted 
otherwise, it would have been fairly im- 
putable to them that, while the revenues 
were not their own, and their own pro- 
perty could not be touched,”they were 
ready and willing, in conformity to the di-~ 
rections of the legislature, to aid British 


jcreditors in the recovery of their debts; 


but now the revenues belonged to them- 

selves, now their own coffers might suffer, 

and their own treasury be affected, they 

turned a deaf ear to the creditors, forgot 
1 
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the spirit which governed the legislature, 
and pursued a contracted, a mean, and a 
selfish policy. Nay, the British creditors, 
whose demands were in ‘existence before 
the promulgation at Madras of the act of 
.3784, would have a still stronger case 
against the eourt of directors, as they 
might say, Now the revenues of the 
Carnatic are in your possession, you pay 
no attention to our claims; but had they 
not been granted away. by the Nabob, you 
‘were bound in law to assist us In the reco- 
very of our just debts, you could not re- 
fase your aid. ‘Thus we are placed in a 
worse situation now the Carnatic revenues 
are in the hands of our countrymen, than 
when they were the property of a foreign 
prince,” Enough, he trusted, had been 
said to make it appear, that in honour, in 
justice, in regard to the principle twice 
sanctioned by Parliament, the East-India 
co. were bound to provide a fund out. of 
the revenues of the Carnatic, for liquida- 
ting the bond fide debts of late Nabobs. But 
it might be asked on what conditions was 
the continuance of that fund to depend? 
The first was, “that it shall be annually 
set aside so long as the administration of 
the revenues of the Carnatic shall be vest- 
ed in the East-Indiaco.” It was needless 
to shew that, if the revenues were placed 


in the hands of the Nabob, or in any other: 
hands, the obligation on the part of the! 


_ East-India co. to provide for the debts of 
the Nabobs, would no longer exist. If there 
were any gentlemen within the walls of 
parliament who, because they disapproved 
the political occurrences which had led to 
the treaty of assignment with Azeem ul 
Dowlah in 1801, or because they thought 
the title of the East-India co. to the reve- 
sues of the Carnatic to be wrongful, would 
therefore unsettle the system which had 
been established nearly 5 years, and re- 
store things to the status quo, as before the 
treaty of 1801, such gentlemen could en- 
tertain po objection to this measure; be- 
cause, as soon as their favourite scheme of 
restitution was accomplished, the deed of 
covenants was, by a special proviso, to be- 
come null and void. Nay, such gentlemen 
must rather.approve the deed; for, being 
desirous to place the revenues in the pos- 
session of the Nabob, they must be glad 
that such a portion of the Carnatic revenues 
was from year to year to be applied, not to 
British purposes, bot to the concerns of the 
Nabob. If due attention were paid to the 
consideration that the fund was to cease 





when the East-India co. had no lonpe 
possession of the Carnatic revenue;‘gailia 


men would see that it was not now the time 


to argue the general questions, whether the. 


nusnud of the Carnatic was forfeited by the 
conduct of Wallak Jah, and Omdut ul Ome 
rah; whether it was right to set aside Tae 
jul Omrah, the legitimate or natural son of 
Omdut ul Omrah, to raise Azeem ul Dow. 
lah to the musnud, and receive from him 
grant of the revenues: such questions had 
no strict connection with the subject un- 
der deliberation, and had better, if ne 
cessary, be debated separately, not drawn 
collaterally into discussion in any of the 
stages of this bill, The question was not, 
what was the title of the Liast-India co, ta 
the Carnatic revenues: not how they came 
by the -possession of them: but whether, 
whilst they remained in possession, they 
had not done right in applying annually 
part of them in satisfying the claims of 
such real creditors of the late Nabobs, as 
had an equitable lien upon those revenues? 
The other condition was, “ that. the com 
pany should annually set apart in theig 
treasury, at Madras, the sum of 3 laes and 
40,000 pagodas, if, after defraying all the 
charges of collecting the said revenues, so 
much shall be realized to, and be received 
therefrom by, the said company, &c.” The 


propriety of this condition was too obvious. 


to need any comment. The house would 
learn with pleasure, that there was no 
chance of any interruption to the agrees 
ment arising from a diminution of the Car 
natic revenues. As soon as the accounts 
shall be under the examination of the 
louse, the. hon. gent. said he_ believed it 
would appear that the net surplus for the 
year 1803.4, over and above the military 
subsidy of nine lacs, was about 340,000/, 
British money, a surplus exceeding that of 
the first year that the Carnatic was under 
British management. The surplus of that 
year, as stated by his noble friend, the late 
president of the board of controul (lord 
Castlereagh), in his budget speech of 1803; 
was only 269,000/. It was obvious: that, 
without any improvement in the manage- 
ment of the revenues, the surplus of future 
years must be greater than that of the year 
1803-4, as from May, 1804, when there 
gistered debts were completely liquidated, 


the annual fund for the discharge of debts 


was no longer, as by marquis Corwallis’s 
treaty, 6,21,105 pagodas, but only 3,40,000 
pagodas. The difference, therefore, com 
stituted a resource in the hands of the die 
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rs, for the. diminution of the-debt from 
the Nabob to the company, or for any other 
useful purpose. This difference amounted 
to about 112,442/. sterling, and being 


‘added.to the surplus of 1803-4, would 


make the surplus. of subsequent years ra- 
ther more than. 450,000/. Such was the 


" jnerease of revenue under British care, 


while the Nabob lived, uot in the embar- 
rassed condition of his predecessors on the 
musnud, but in.a state of comfort, afflu- 
ence, aud ‘splendour. . Such were the fruits 
derived from that undivided government 
which the late marquis Cornwaliis wished 
toestablish, as appeared from. the follow- 
ing extract of his letter to the court of di- 
rectors, dated the 10th of Aug. 1790: 
“1 must freely own,” says the noble mar- 
quis, “t that I could not yenture to propose 
any, plan,.on the success of which I could 
haveany, firm reliance, unless the Nabob 


ould be induced by a large annual reve- 


nue, regularly paid, and properly secured 
to him, to surrender the management of 
his‘country for a long termyof years, to the 
company.—'T’he Nabob’s age, his long con- 
nection with us, his right to the possession 
of the, country, which, however, without 
our assistance, would have been but of lit- 
tlevalue to him, and exaggerated accounts 
offormer services, may, furnish topics for 
popular declamation, and may possibly en- 
gagethe nation, from mistaken. ideas of hu- 
manity, to support.a system of cruelty and 
oppression ; but whilst I feel conscious that 
lam, eudeavouring to promote the happi- 
ness of inankind, and the good of my coun- 
try, I shall give very little weight to .such 
considerations, and should conceive that I 
had not performed the duty of the bigh 
and. responsible-oflice in which you did me 
the’ honeur to place me, if I did not de- 
clare, that the present mixed government 
eannot-prosper, even in the best hands in 
which your part of it-can be placed; and 
that unless some. such plan as that which I 
have proposed. should be adopted, the in- 
habitants of the Caruatic must continue to 
bewretched, the Nabob must remain an in- 
digeut bankrupt, and his country an useless 
aud expensive burthen-to the company, and 


‘40 the nation.” This, said the hon. gent. 


Was ¢ sufficient proof that the late marquis 
Cornwallis entertained a just conception of 
the best mode of promoting the British in- 


terestsin India, and establishing the hap- 


piness.of the native states connected with 


the company.. The recommendation of his 


lordship was, in 1801, elected ppon a more 


extensive scale by lord Wellesley, and in 
this respect the system of both, although it 
was the fashion of the day to point out the 
variances in their plans, was precisely the 
same, ‘The hon, gent. added that his only 
intention was to state the advantages re. 
sulting fromthe de facto government of the 
Carnatic; whether, when its origin. was 
taken into consideration, it was a govern- 
ment de jure, he would not now pronounce 
any opinion, as the question ought to have 
no place, for the reasons he had before ad- 
duced, in the discussions of the bill he 
should have the honour to propose. _Ha- 
ving explained the origin, amount, and con- 
ditious of the fund to be applied, under the 
directions of thedeed, to the liquidation of 
the just debts of the late Nabobs of the 
Carnatic, he then proceeded to state the 
mode to be employed in ascertaining the 
bond fide claims, in separating the real from 
the fictitious.creditor. Three commission- - 
ers were appointed by the East-India co. 
with the concurrence of the creditors, for 
the purpose of examining the origin, na- 
ture, validity, and justice of every indivi- 
dual claim, and each claimant was bound 
to prove his debt. This proceeding was in 
strict conformity to the principle laid down 
by the late Mr. Burke, in his famous speech 
on this subject in. 1785. ‘* Enquiry,” said 
that eloquent orator and sagacious states. 


{man, “should precede payment, the onus 


probandi should be laid on the claimant.” 
Both the parties had covenanted to sub- 
mit, without appeal, to the decision of the 
commissioners, who were, however; re- 
stricted from allowing any claim which had 
its foundation in presents, gifts, or gratui- 
tous allowances (other than the reasonable 
fees of lawyers, physicians, &c.), contrary 
to the acts of parliament in such cases pro- 
vided. There was also another commis- 
sion in India, which was, to act in obedience 
to the instructions of the commissioners 
at home, and report to them all the infor- 
mation and evidence they should be able to 
collect... That commission was also em- 
powered to receive claims, for the sake of 
the convenience of those who, might wish 
to prefer them in India, to hear all the evi- 
dence in support of, or in opposition to 
them, and to transmit’ it to the English 
commissioners, in whom alone the power 
of final, adjudication was vested. The 
commissioners in England had proceeded, 
in execution of their official duties, to 
search every document tending to give 
them general information of a useful na- 
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ture; they had examined with particular 
care all the proceedings of the committee 
at Madras, and looked into the nature and 
extent of a great variety of the claims. 
They had not, however, given judgment in 
any case, and the ground of this conduct, 
which he should hereafter state, would 
shew the origin of the present application 
to parliament. But although the commis- 
sionets had been prevented from exercising 
powers of a judicial nature, they had issued 
notices, and published them in the Gazette, 
and periodical papers, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the number of the claimants, 
and amount of the claims, which certainly 
‘was as considerable as stated by an hon. 
gent. (Mr. Francis) on @former night, and 
had taken every other step which appeared 
to them necessary for the furtherance of 
thé important objects of the commission. 
But why had they not proceeded to adjudi- 
cate? this was now to be’ explained. A 
general outline or sketch of what was pro- 
pused to be detailed in the deed was sent 
by the court of directors to the commission-, 
ers, by which they were instructed “ to 
found their proceedings in all cases on the 
voluntary oath of the persots appearing or 
called before them.” By the deed, how- 
ever, as would appear by the following ex- 
tract from the 19th clause, a discretion, as 
to the mode of evidence to be required, was 
vested in the commissioners, “‘ who are to 
be at liberty to-receiye proof by the testi- 
mony vivd voce, or by examination on writ- 
ten interrogatories, or by affidavit of wit- 
nesses, and by production of written docu- 
ments, and by the examination of the par- 
ties, and by reference to the accounts and 
vouchers of the said several Nabobs, and 
the said Ameer, and the proceedings of the 
said united company, and their court of 
directors, and committees, and of their go- 
vernments abroad, and any committees, or 
officers acting under such officers, or other- 
wise,.as shall be satisfactory to the said 
commissioners in England,” The hon. 
gent. said, that he must request the atten- 
tion of the house also to the last clause of 
the deed, which was as follows: “ It is 
hereby declared and agreed, that in case 
the said commissioners in England shall be 
of opinion that the powers hereby intended 
to be vested in them are insufficient for the 
execution of the trusts reposed, according 
to the true intent and meaning of these pre- 
sents, and that it is necessary they should 
be empowered to administer oaths, or com- 
' pel the attendance and examination of par- 
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ties, or witnesses on oath, or the 
tion of papers, or that they should be jn. 
vested with any powers, which cannot by 
vested in them without the authority of 
parliament, or that the trusts, intents, ang 
purposes of these presents cannot eflectix 
ally be carried into execution, accordj 
the true intent and meaning of these 
sents, then, and in any such ‘case, all the 
said parties hereto, and their respectiy 
successors, executors, administrators, and 
assigns, shall and will use their best apd 
utmost endeavours to procure such act, ot 
acts of parliament, to be passed from tim 
to time, as the said commissioners in 
land shall think necessary or advi 

for the purposes aforesaid, or any of them? 
The hon. gent. stated, that the comimis 
signers were desirous of carrying inw¢é 
fect the evident preference of the 

and calling, in all cases, for voluntary 
oaths; but they entertained doubts of the 
propriety of the proceeding. Ima letterty 
Mr. Ramsay, dated the 27th of July, 1805, 
they observed, that “ however prevaléit 
the usage of administering such voluntaty 
oaths has long been, and however anxious 
we may be to conform ourselves to the in. 
tention of the parties in this point, yet, af 
ter an opinion which, as we are informéd, 
has been very recently expressed by the 
highest legal authority, upon the illegality 
of administering such oaths, it seems ip 
cumbent upon us, for the sake of all wh 
are concerned, the East-India co., th 
bond fide creditors, and ourselves, to take 
the best means of informing our ir 
before we issue notices, requiring all per 
sons to take this voluntary oath previous 
their evidence being received; for its 
hardly necessary to state that we ought not 
to require any one to take an oath whith 
no one is legally authorized to administer. 
We would therefore submit it to the par 
ties, whether, as the most effectual’ and 
speedy method of relieving them and our 
selves from this difficulty, which meetsu 
at the outset of the business, it weuld mt 
be desirable for them to take the jointope 
ni6n of the law-officers of the crown, ail 
the counsel to the East-India co., off this 
question, the importance of which,’ ini 
application to this case, is too obview# 
require comment. If those gentlema 
should be of opinion that magistrates,” 
such a case as the present, are justi 

in administering a voluntary oath, we shou 
feel ourselves warranted by the sanctio 
such respectable authorities, to act imei 
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formity to the intention of the parties, and 
to refuse any testimony which is not ten- 
dered on oath. If they should entertain a 
contrary opinion, the parties and ourselves 
will have the satisfaction of knowing that 
we have no discretion upon the subject, 
and that we are under the necessity of re- 
ceiving and deciding upon testimony, not on 
ath, bécause an oath cannot with pro- 

iety ‘be required.——Whatever may be the 
gesult of that opinion, we should be much 
concerned if ‘the readiness we express to! 
proceed upon such evidence only, as the 
parties have considered to be the best 
that could be obtained, without the inter- 
ference of parliament, should léad them to 
«ohelude that, in our judgment, such evi- 
dence would be as effectual for the execu- 


‘tion of ‘the trusts reposed in us, as that 


which is given under the sanction of an 
oath, administered in the ordinary course 
of judicial proceedings. On the contra- 
ry,;we think ourselves bound to take this 
opportunity of declaring, and we feel our- 
selves ‘more particularly called upon to do| 
80, by the provision of the 17th clause of 
the plan, and the last clause in the deed, 
that, after having examined and considered 
‘the extent and nature of many of the 
claims ‘contained in the papers and docu- 
ments you have from time to time trans- 


‘mitted to us, we are persuaded that it will 


hotibe in our power to investigate and de- 
cide on the whole of them, with the same 
degree of satisfaction to all the parties con- 
cemed, as if we were legally authorized to 


‘examine persons regularly on oath, As 


soon, however, as we are furnished with 


‘thelegal opinion, which we have request- 


ed;upon the point which forms the more 
immediate subject of our present commu- 
mication, we shall adopt, without delay, 


‘such measures, and such mode of proceed- 
‘ing, @ may appear to us best calculated, 


er'the existing circumstances, for the 
attainment of the object of our commis- 
‘sion’ We beg the favour of you to take 


‘the: earliest opportunity of communica. 


ting’ his letter.to:the hon. chairman, and 
court'of directors, We have the honour 
tobe, &c, R. Ryder; B. Hobhouse; Th. 


Cockburne.”—The hon, gent. observed, 


that as this was the first occasion which 
occurred of mentioning the names of 


‘the commissioners, he took the opportu- 
hity of informing the house that his hon, 


friend first named (Mr. Ryder) had ‘been 
Compelled, by weak and tender health, 
Which no man lamented more than himself, 
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to resign his situation, sothat the commis- 
sion had lost his important services. He 
did not make this observation in deroga= 
tion of the considerable assistance received 
frora bis hon. friend’s successor (Mr. Hor- 
ner), a gent. in the profession of the law. 
The court of directors sent the letter of the 
commissioners, from which the extract 
which had been read was taken, to the three 
eminent counsel whose opinion was de- 
sired, and the following was their answer: 
“ After what has fallen from the high au- 
thority alluded to, and from other judges 
on the bench, we are obliged to say, that at 
least so much doubt is thrown upon the 
legality of administering voluntary oaths 
that we cannot say that they may be ad- 
thinistered with safety and propriety, nor 
can we advise'the commissioners to require 
them tobe administered. (Signed) “ Sp. 
Perceval; V. Gibbs; W. Adam.”—The 
following extract of a letter from the com- 
missioners to Mr. Ramsay, dated Aug. 15, 
1805, would shew the impression produced 
upon their minds, upon receiving the sen- 
timents of these learned authorities, for 
whose judgment they, in common, he be- 
heved, he might say, with the house, and 
-the whole nation, felt the highest respect. 
Having acknowledged the receipt of the 
letter from the India-house, containing the 
opinion of the counsel, they proceeded 
thus: ** The result of the reference to the 
legal authorities, who have been consulted 
on that subject, of course makes it impos- 
sible for us to require any oath at all, and 
only serves to confirm us in the opinion we 
gave in the concluding part of our letter of 
the 27th of July. Under these circum- 
stances, we feel it incumbent upon us, in 
justice to the parties, as well as to our- 
selves, to express that opinion, in the words 
of the last clause of the deed, viz. that the 
powers now vested in us are imsufficient 
for the execution of the trusts‘reposed in 
us, according to the true intent and mean- 
ing of that’instrument.”"——The house had 
fnow heard the circumstances’ which led to 
the application to parliaiment, and occa- 
sioned him to move for leave to bring ina 
bill. When the bill was introduced, the 
house would find no clause by which par- 
liament confirmed or sanctioned the agree- 
ment of July, 1805, between the East-India 
co. and the creditors of the late Nabobs of 
the Carnatic. That agreement had been 
correctly drawn, and formally executed by 
the parties, and had received the sanction 
of the board of comanissioners for the af+ 
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fairs of India, where .the. law had placed) 

* full power and authority to superintend, 

direct, aad controul all concerns.and epe- 
rations respecting the , civil, and military 

government, and the revennes of the com- 
pany’s' territories and acquisitions in the 

East, Indies.” . The deed. was in a constant 

course of operation, and the commissioners 

chad long acted in. the discharge. of! their 
official functions. Hence the object of the 

bill was not to solicit a parliamentary rati- 

fication of the deed of covenants, but to 

obtain stronger powers for the: commis- 

sioners, in order to.the more effectual at- 

tainment of substantial justice. With. this 

view it was proposed to give to the com- 

missioners a power. to exaniine upon oath, 

and subject the persons, who, broke it.to 

the penalties of perjury.. They were also 

to have a power of summoning witnesses, 

and calling for the production of, papers, 

but they were not armed with the strong 

authority committed to the naval, and other 

parliamentary commissigners, because the 

commission, though of great public im- 

portance, was, technically speaking, of a 

private nature. On this ground no com- 

.pulsory process was put into the hands.of 
the commissioners, but the enforcement of 

obedience, the punishment of disobedience, 

and the recovery of damages fora breach 

of the statute, if the proposed bill should 

pass into a law, was left to. the ordinary 

course of the courts of justice. Although 
_ this enlargement of the powers of the com- 
missioners was the great object of the bill, 

it was naturally considered, as au applica- 

tion was to be. made to parliament, what 

other salutary provisions could be added, 

‘There was one, which as it fell to his lot 

to move the bill, it was bis duty to explain 

to the house: it related to the transfers of 

the property of successful claimants; that 

property, it was unnecessary for him to 

state, was. but,a mere chose en action, and 

therefore. a, vendee or .transferee would 

possess but,an equitable interest, and if he 

had occasion to sue for interest, or princi- 
pal, must bring his action in the name of 

the original claimant, his, executors, and 

his executors’ executors.. The imtended 

clause was to give the. transferee ‘the legal 

in addition to the equitable interest, aud 

to vest him with all the rights of the trans- 

feror. It was proposed, jalso, to protect 

the transfers, &c. from fraudulent counter- 

feiting, by punishing the .crime,, not with 

death, as in forgery of} bills of exchange, 

_but with transportat on-(as. was not, he be+ 
1 ee 


heved, unusual, where property far lei 
cousiderable was at stake), or with lesgep 
punishment at the discretion’ of the court, 
—The hon. gent. said, that his anxiety ty 
possess the house of all the information 
on the subject, had led bim into SO ‘great 
length. He bad stated from the year 1794 
when parliament: first established 

tions respecting the debts of the Nahobof 
Arcot, the funds: which had from timet 
time been appropriated for their discharge, 
and the effects produced by the successive 
treaties and arrangements ; he had shewn, 
aud he trusted satisfactorily, the justice ang 
-propriety of the agreement which in Juh 
1805, had been made. between the East. 
India company and the creditors of the late 
Nabobs; he had, also, explained. the 
grounds of the present application to par 
liament, and the leading provisions in the 
proposed bill.. He trusted that the deci 
siow of parliament, whatever it might be, 
would ‘be speedy. The commissioner 
were unwilling longer to remain inva stale 
of inactivity as to the most important part 
of their duty, namely, the adjudication 
claims. _ He -had every reason to believe 
that many of the claimants were in the 
greatest state of pecuniary embarrassment; 
their claims should, as soon as possibleyhe 
brought to a decision ; that, if solid, the 
parties might possess means ot relieving 
their distress, and, if unfounded, they might 
be tawght uo. longer to depend. uponan 
unsubstantial resource, or to Jean upowa 
broken reed-The hon. gent. said, thathe 
should here sit dewn; but that he wasu- 
der the necessity of saying a few words 
respecting himself. ‘There ~ were many 
gentlemen ip the house who could testily 
how uuwilling he bad been to appear 
the situation in which he, now stood, aud 
how glad he’should have beew if any othe 
gentleman would have brought forwardths 
measure. One, and not the least ofhisobjer 
tions was, that it was awkward, if not unasual 
for a member of parliament to moverthil 
stronger powers should be given to. coi 
mission, of which he formed,a part,. 
was equivalent to.an application for strom 
er powers to be confided to himself, Bol 
parties, however, had. urgently request 
him,-to stand forward’ on this occasidl; 
upon the ground that a commissioner, Wm 
experienced the difficulties arising) i 
want of powers, would be best able tow 
plainjthem to the louse. Had thecal 
mission been constructed as it was ong 
nally formed, and his hon, friend (Mil 
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der) had still continued the commissioner, 
the argument would have, been very for- 
dble; but, when addressed to himself, it 
had no weight. His scruples at length 

ve'way to intreaty :. he should: have been 
better satisfied if any other gentleman had 
introduced the measure to the notice of 

jiament, and any other gentleman, he 
was sure, would have done greater justice 
to the cause of the parties. After having 
stated, that if the house gave leave to bring 
jn the bill, which was already printed, and 
read it.a first time to-morrow, it was his 
intention to allow a sufficient interval for 
consideration vetore the second reading, 
the hon. gent. concluded with moving, 
“that leave be given to bring in a bill for 
enabling the Commissioners acting in exe- 
cution of an agreement made between the 
East-India co. and the private Creditors 
of the Nabobs of the Carnatic, the better 
to carry the same into effect.” 

Mr. Whitshed Keene complimented the 
hon. gent. on the great talents which he 
bad displayed in the course of his elaborate 
speech, At present, he did not see any 
strong objection to the measure proposed ; 
but he could not help remarking, that, in 
looking over the list of claimants, he saw a 
number of names of persons bearing high 
situations in India, and who, perhaps, had 
no strong claims on the humanity and 
equity of the company in this instance. He 
must also observe, that, although in 1784 
this country claimed no right of participa- 
tion in the surplus of the revenues of the 
company, yet, from the year 1793, the 
. public had a claim of half a million annu- 
ally, which it had never received; and, on 
the contrary, it was now stated, that a 
nillion was due from the public to the 
company. ‘This might be a consideration 
in the discussion of the measure proposed. 
He had not been aware, that the business 
would have come on that night, but should 
be prepared on the day appointed for the 
second reading, to offer such observations 
as the consideration of ‘the subject should 
suggest. . 

(Stipeyprary Curates’ Bitz.) Mr. 
Perceval, in pursuance of a former notice, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill, for ma~ 
king more effectual provision for the main- 
tenance of Stipendiary Curates, and for 
their residence on their cures. He trusted 
itwould not be necessary to trouble the 
house at much length on the expediency 
of the. bill which h€ now proposed... A bill 
tothe same effect had lately passed this 
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house, but in consequence of certain alte- 
rations which it had undergone in the lords, 
and which were not agreed to by thé house, 
the bill had, at that time, been lost. He 
trusted, that the bill which he uow propo- 
sed, would meet with the concurrence of. 
the house, as some alteration was rendered 
still more necessary than ever, by the rise 
in the value of ‘livings, in consequence of 
the improvements in agriculture, and par- 
ticularly by the depreciation of money of 
late years. He was convinced it would 
appear but reasonable, that, where a living 
was beyond 400/. a year, more than 75/. a 
year should be granted to the Curate. 

Lord Porchester said, that it appeared to 
him, from what had fallen from the hom 
and learned gent., that the proposed bill 
was founded on the same principle as the 
former: a principle which, he trusted, 
would never be recognised by the house. 
This bill was to give the Bishop the power 
of rating the income of incumbents, and 
assessing them according to his pleasure. 
It communicated an uncontrouled power 
which was liable to abuse, and authorised 
an invasion of the property of the subject. 
Besides, it would be premature to intro- 
duce such a bill, while a committee had 
been lately appointed to obtain information 
respecting the residence and situation of 
the Clergy. These enquiries should be 
completed before any such measure was 
brought forward. 

Mr. Perceval replied, that he had heard 
nothing that’ought to prevent the intro- 
duction of the bill. It might be brought 
in at present, and the house might pause 
before the bill received a final discussion, 
till the report of the committee was re- 
ceived. It could not be said that the 
power of the Bishop would be uncontroul- 
ed, since an appeal would lie to the Arch- 
bishop. The alteration in the value of mo- 
ney was such as must convince every man 
that 75/. per annum was not ‘an adequate 
stipend to be paid to the officiating Curate 
by the non-resident Rector. The value of 
some livings in England amounted to 20002, 
a year, and it was surely not unreasonable 
that the Bishop should have it in his power 
to increase the stipend of the Curate in 
some degree of proportion to the value of 
the living. The great object of the bill 
was to give such a power to the Bishop as 
might enable him to make adequate provi- 
sion for the officiating Curate, who per- 
formed the duties of the noneresident In- 
cumbent. 
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Lord Porchester, in explanation, said, no’ 
case had been produced to shew'that the 
house should adopt this novel proceeding. 

Mr. Secretary For said, he did not rise; 
to oppose the bringing in this bill,. but to 
observe that,.in his opinion, the allowance 


to the Curate ought not to be proportioned |. 


to the wealth of the rectory, or living, but 
to the duty he would have to perform, and 
the relative situation in which, in other 
respects, he stood in the parish.—The 
question was then put, and leave granted 
to bring in the bill. 

{[Connucrt or Eart Sr. Vincent.] Ad- 
miral. Markham finding, on examination, 
that several of the papers ordered with a 
view to the motion of enquiry into the con- 
duct of earl St. Vincent, and those particu- 
larly necessary to the vindication of the 
noble lord, had not been produced, moved 
that a return be made forthwith to the or- 
ders for an account of the ships ordered to 
be built by contract, the price paid, and the 
sums expended in the repairs of the said 
ships, particularly those of the ships Ajax 
and Achille ; a copy of the statement of the 
master builder in his majesty’s dock-yard at 
Deptford, of the price of each article used 
in building ships of the line at the com- 
mencement of the year 1805; a report of 
the expence per ton of building 74-gun 
ships at Deptford in 1800 and 1805 re- 
spectively. The book called Doomsday 
Book, contained ar account of the original 
cost of every ship in the navy, and the sums 
expended in repairs upon her. But as 
some difficulty was stated to exist with 
respect to the production of extracts from 
this book, his anxiety for the full investiga- 
tion of the noble ear!’s conduct, would not 
allow him to insist upon the production of 
those he thought to be wished for in this 
case, he moved that the returns to the 
orders alluded to be made forthwith, and 
he wished the navy board to be called to ac- 
count for their not having been produced 
before. 

Mr. Jeffery complained of the delays 
thrown iv the way of the investigation of 
the noble earl’s conduct. If the friends of 
the noble earl had attended to the papers 
as he had done, they would have seen the 
deficiencies, and have caused them to be 
timely'supplied, As to the extracts from 
Doomsday Book, the title of that book was 
very apposite, for they could not be pro- 
duced till doomsday. The book was ten 
years in arrear, and it would take twelve 
mouths to make it up. He had no objec- 





tion even now to defer his charges {org 
few days farther. But if papers: were re 
quired which would ‘take up two or thie 
months in preparation, it was evident it 
was intended to prevent the charges from 
being ever brought forward, - re 
Admiral Markham appealed to the house 
whether be could be chargeable with occ. 
sioning delay, in merely moving .that the 
proper officers be called upon to producg 
the papers which had been already ordered, 
Had he moved for fresh documents, there 
might have been some shadow of ground 
for such a charge, though even then it 
might have been sufficient to say that such 
papers were necessary; but he had now 
only moved, that the navy board do a. 
count for certain papers being witliheld, 
and be ordered to furnish them forthwith; 
he knew Doomsday Book well, and wa 
convinced, that something similar-to it 
might be speedily produced : but he should 
wave its production, to avoid the ch 
of wishing to cause unnecessary delay, © 
Lord Howick said, that he would not 
enquire into the motives by which the hon, 
gent. opposite to him was actuated, in téi- 
terating those heavy charges against the 
noble lord; but he had never heard a more 
unfounded accusation than that which 
charged his hon. friend with the wish to 
occasion delay. The hon. admiral had 
moved for certain papers to rebut’ the 
charges which had been made, and to pre 
vent the house from forming a partial judy 
ment. Some of these papers had been 
withheld, from what motive did not ap. 
pear; but they had not been kept back by 
any fault on the part of his hon. friend, 
who now called on the house to order theit 
immediate production, Whether the hon, 
gent. would press his motion on Thursday 
next, or whether he would postpone it, it 
was for him to determine; but in common 
fairness, the house should first be in poe 
session of all the documents necessary (0 
throw light on the subject. He did not 
wish to ask any thing as a matter of favour 
from the hon. gent. but as he was convilk 
ced that the public had a great interestin 
the character of earl St. Vincent, and knew 
of no possible benefit that ‘could 
from the proposed discussion, he would 
submit it to the discretion of the hon. gent 
himself, whether he would precipitate his 
motion, before there was time for the due 
consideration of the papers? soi 
Mr. Jeffery declared, that nothing shotld 
deter or divert him from bringing forward 
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pis charges» ‘It was @ question in which 
the house aud the country were most deeply 
interested. He had no objection to a rea- 
sonable delay, if care were taken to have 
the papers produced. But if an unreason- 
gble delay were required, he would have 
additional reason to believe what he before 
suspected, that it was intended to throw 

‘every possible impediment in the way of 
theenquiry.—A return to the order for the 
production of the papers was enjoined forth- 
with. 

{intss Housz Dury Brxt.] The re- 
port of the com mittee respecting the duty of 
$s. payable upon certain Dwelling Houses 
in Ireland being brought up, 

Sir Jokn Newport moved, that the house 
do agree to the resolutions of the said 
committee. He said he wished to state 
shortly to the house the grounds upon 
which he should propose to take off this 
tax: up to the year 1793 houses in Ireland 
having but one hearth paid an annual duty 
of 2s. but in that year an exemptien was 
granted by parliament in favour of houses 
of that description, provided the occupier 
produced a certificate to shew the value of 
the house. In the year 1795, that tax 
was continued without the exemption, and 
from that time it was renewed annually 
without any exemption. In the last ses- 
sion of parliament a duty of 3s. was laid 
upon all dwelling-houses not having more 
than 4 hearths, but it was provided that 
this tax should not extend to houses below 
the annual value of 50s. He felt it to be 
his duty to-adopt every measure in his 
power for the relief of the lower classes of 
the people, provided it could be done con- 
sistently with the public service; and, 
therefore, he was induced to propose the 
repeal of this tax because it was one which 
pressed upon them severely. It was true 
that there was, as he had already stated, 
an exemption in favour of houses below a 
certain value, but this exemption was the 
cause of perpetual disputes between the 
occupier of the house and the hearth-mo- 
ney collector, because it made the latter to 
acertain degree the judge of the value of 
thehouse. It was true that the occupier 
was not bound to submit to the value which 
the collector might fix upon his house, but 
then it was necessary that he should apply 
tohis landlord, or to the person who col- 
lected his rents, and then he had to go be- 
fore a magistrate to obtain the proper cer- 

tes; so that in fact his loss of time 
‘adlabour was:more than equal to the | 
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amount of the tax. It was upon - this 
ground that he should move for the repeal 
of a tax oppressive in its natare, and not 
very productive in its amount. 

Mr. Foster said, he felt himself called 
upon to say a few words upon this subject. 
He had been under the necessity of propo 
sing this tax last year, in order to raise the 
necessary supplies, but he was ready ta 
admit that there was no tax which ought 
sooner to be taken off than this one, pro- 
vided it could be done with propriety. 
When, however, he looked at the situation 
of Ireland, and of the finances of that — 
country, he could not be an advocate for 
taking it off by this short cut as it was now 
proposed. The amount of this tax was 
about 20,000/. a year; and if it was true 
that the annual produce of the revenue 
of Ireland was not equal to the expendi. 
ture, he did not think it prudent to repeal 
it without due examination; but he begged 
to repeat again, that if it could be done 
with propriety he should be most sincerely 
glad of it. Before the house consented to 
repeal it, they ought to consider what tax 
they could substitute in the room of it; 
but this was not the time to go into this 


‘consideration; for he hoped the right hon. 


baronet did not mean to go on this occa~ 
sion into a statement of the finances of 
Ireland when so few gentlemen from that 
part of the United Kingdom were present. 
The loan contracted for the service of Ire 
land for the present year was a very large 
one, and therefore it would be highly im- 
proper to take off taxes until some substi- 
tute had been provided, and he therefore 
wished this proposition had not been made 
till the right hon. bart. opened the Budget, 
when the house would have an opportunity 
of seeing whether the tax proposed as a 
substitute was or was not more objection- 
able or more oppressive upon the poor 
than the one which it was proposed to re- 
peal. Suppose, for instance, the right hon, 
baronet should propose a tax upon iron as 
a substitute, he would venture to say that 
it would press much more heavily upon the 
lower orders of society than the present tax, 
and there would be_no exemption from it. 
He begged to observe that the exemptions 
granted to the poorer classes in Ireland 
were much more considerable than they 
were in England or Scotland. He had 
thrown out these observations not with 
any intention of opposing the right hon, 
bart. because he was fully aware of the. 
difficulties of his situation; he would ale 
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ways make his observations freely, but that 
shouldbe as a friend, not an enemy. 

Sir John Newport said, he could by no 
means agree with the right hon. gent. with 
, Fespeet to the amount of this tax, but even 
if the amouut were as great as he had 
stated, he should still propose the repeal, 
as he did not think it formed a part of the 
regular financial system of Ireland. It 
was, as he had already stated, oppressive 
in its operation, and was calculated to pro- 
duce perpetual jealousies and discontents. 
With respect to the tax which he should 
submit to the house in lieu of the one 
which he now proposed to repeal, that 
would be a subject of fature consideration. 
It would be his duty on a future day to 
state to the house the ways and means for 
raising the supplies voted for the service of 
*' Ireland; and he would then endeavour to 
propose such a scale of taxation as, while 
it provided for the exigencies of the state, 
should press as little as possible upon the 
lower classes of society. ‘The house would 
then have an opportunity of judging and 
deciding upon the whole of the subject. 
He did not however think, that upon the 
present occasion his proposition should be 
met with phantoms and with ideal taxes 
which he might hereafter propose. He 
alluded to what had fallen from the right 
hon. gent. respecting the tax upon iron. 
This, as he had already stated, would be a 
subject of discussion onafuture day. The 
right hon. gent. had admitted that this was 
an eligible tax to take off if it could be 
done with propriety, and he hoped that he 
should be enabled to propose taxes in lieu 
of this, which would be equally productive, 
and less objectionable. The right. hon. 
gent. had stated that the exemptions were 
more favourable in Ireland than they were 
in England, but it should be recollected 
that in England there was a certain crite- 
rion to go by, viz. the parochial rates, 
which did not exist in Ireland. 

Mr. Lee said he wished the right hon. 
bart. would state the amount of the tax 
which he proposed to repeal, as he thought 
that was a point upon which the house 
ought to be putin possession. He did not 
mean to give any opposition to the motion 
at present, but he thought it would be bet- 
ter if the right hon, bart. had not brought it 
forward until he opened the budget. 

. SirJ. Newport said, he had not the slight- 
est objection to state the amount of this 
tax, it he could do it with accuracy ; but 
the fact was, that not above one-third of it 





had been collected, he could therefore only 
form a rough estimate of its produce, “ Hg 
was willing, for the sake of the argument, 
to take it at 20,000/. though he did no 
really think that it-would produce aboye§ 
or 7,000/. With respect to the othe 
point, his reason for anticipating the bud: 
get, and bringing forward this motion 9 
present was this, that if he had waited until 
that period, the collection of the tax for the 
ensuing year would have commenced, ‘and 
then, if parliament had thought proper ty 
repeal the tax, the consequence would be, 
that part of Ireland would have paid the 
tax, while the rest would be exempted 
from it.—The resolution was then agreed 
to, anda bill ordered to be brought ip 
thereon. 
{Irish Bank Notes Duries Brit; 
The order of the day being read for taking 


‘into consideration the report of the com 


mittee respecting the Stamp Duties on Bank 
of Ireland Notes, 
Mr. Foster said, he thought it would be 
much better that the practice in this coun 
try with respect to Stamps of Bank of 
England Notes should be adopted in Ire 
land, viz. that the Bank should. pay are. 
gular compensation in lieu of the dutyof 
Stamps; but he wished that the composi. 
tion should be made between the Bank and 
Parliament, and not between the Bank and 
the Treasury. This was a power which 
parliament could exercise itself, and there 
fore he did not think that it ought to be de 
legated to others. It was his intention, if 
he had remained in office, to have praposed 
a composition; but it would have beenia 
the manner he had just stated. He then 
adverted to the paper currency of Ireland, 
which he said was so excessive as to depré 
ciate itself; but this he thought might be 
prevented by putting the Bank of Ireland 
upon the same footing as all other Banks, 
and by preventing it from making such 
large advances to Government upon Tret 
sury Bills. The latter he considered as4 
very desirable object, because, by advat 
cing so much upon Treasury Bills, the Bank 
was prevented from affording as much a 
commodation as it might otherwise dol 
the public by way of discount. ‘A mem 
sure had been adopted, which would bave 
the effect of diminishing the circulationd 
paper, and that was sending over 2 lame 
quantity of silver currency into Irelath 
He did not know whether this practi 
continued; he hoped it did, but he woul 
not press the right hon. bart. foran ansné 
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upon, this subject. He objected to the 
mode of bringing forward this measure, 
‘and contended, that the plan now proposed 
was contrary to) former practice, because, 
when the Bank compounded before, it was 
with the Parliament, and not with the 
Lords of the ‘Treasury. 
_.$in John Newport said, he: hardly knew 
how to: follow the right hon. ‘gent. in the 
observations: which he had made. The 
right hon. gent. had admitted, that if he 
had remained in office he should have pro- 
sed a composition; but added, that he 
would not-have fixed the rate.of composi- 
tion; and that it should be made,with Par- 
liament, and uot with the Treasury. He 


begged leave to observe, that the resolution 


then before the house stated, that it would 
beproper to compound. When the Bill 
-was brought in, it ‘would be for the house 
to determine as to the quantum of the com- 
position, andthe persons. with whom the 
| power of making it should be lodged. That 
would be the proper time to discuss the 
spoiits adverted to by the right hon. gent. 
‘There was one part of the right hon. gent.’s 
speech which appeared. to him rather sin- 
gular: he seemed to wish to diminish. the 
quantity of irish Bank Notes in circula- 
tion, and yet, he wanted to increase the ac- 
commodation given by the Bank. He did 
not know how the Bank could increase its 
accommodation, except by increasing its 
isue of Notes; and it appeared to him 
that it. made no difference whether the 
Bank advanced money upon treasury bills, 
er whether it advanced money to the pub- 
lie upon bills, bonds, or other securities, 
-He had no difficulty in saying, that as long 
as the restriction respecting specie sub- 
sisted, something must be substituted in the 
| toom of it; and he did not know what sub- 
ptitute could be resorted to except Bank of 
England and Bank of Ireland Notes. With 
respect to the question which the right hon. 
gent. had asked respecting the sending sil- 
ver currency into Ireland, he had no objec- 
tion whatever to answer that question. 
Government had continued sending over 
silver to Ireland as long as the price of sil- 
~¥ér permitted it. Silver currency, to the 
amount of about 400,000/., had been sent 
over, and was discontinued when the price 
“fsilver rose to,5¢.7d. peroz. It was only 
$6 1id. when they first began to send over 
the silver, Thé.sum which he believed it 
‘Was Originally intended to send to Ireland 
mas 500,000/,; the sum actually sent was 
‘phous 420,000/.; and he had ne doubt that 
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if the. price of silver would permit it, mi- 
nisters would willingly make it. up. te 
500,000/, 

Mr, Foster said, he thought, the silver 
should, be sent over, even though govern- 
ment lost by it. With respect tothe com- 
position, the resolution stated that it was to 
be made with the Lords of the Treasury. 

Sir Fohn Newport was of opinion .that 
the composition must necessarily be made 
with the Lords of the Treasury, otherwise 
it would be necessary to apply, to Parlia- 
ment every year, or else to fix it ence for 
all without: any regard to, time or circum- 
stances. Giving the Treasury. a power to 
make this composition with the Bank, 
would not create an; improper connexion 
between them, or give the former any un- 
due influence over the latter; and it was 


worthy of notice, that in the year when the 


composition. was suspended, the Bank did 
advance a very considerable loan to the 
public on Treasury Bills,—The resolution 
was then agreed to, and a bill,ordered to 
be brought in thereon, 
————_—_ 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, April 15. 
[Mixurtes.] Lord Duncan took. the 
oaths and his seat.—The Irish Militia Ser- 
vice bill was read a third time and passed. 
—The Irish Treasury Bills bill, and the 
British Fisheries Encouragement bill, were 
read a 2d time.—Mr. Hawthorn brought. 
up the 20 million Loan bill, which was 
read a first time. : 
—_— 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, April 15. 
[M{isutes.] General Tarleton present- 

ed a Petition from certain Inhabitants of 
Liverpool trading to Africa, against. the 
bill brought in for prohibiting the Impor- 
tation of Negroes, in British ships, into 
the Colonies of Foreign States not at war 
with this country; and also into such 
islands as have been captured by this 
country during the war.—Mr. Jervis 
brought in a bill for rendering more speedy 
the trial of persons accused of offences 
committed in distant parts, on the high 
seas; which was read a first time.—Mr. 
Perceval brought in.a bill for making more 
effectual provision for the maintenance of 
Stipendiary Curates, and for their Residence 
on their Cures; which was reada first time. 
—Mr. Huddlestone rose to acquaint the 
house, that he thought .the- production of 
certain India papers, for which he had in- 
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tetided to move, no longer necessary, as 
they were merely extracts from what had 
been already communicated in’ another 
place. He therefore relinquished his in- 
teiition of moving for those papers. Lord 
A. Hamilton immediately gave notice, that 
‘on Monday next he would move for the pro- 
duction of those India papers which the hon. 
gert. had, to his surprise, declined moving 
bron the motion of Sir J. Newport, the 
‘order of thé'day for the 2d-reading of the 
Dublin Paving bill was read; and after 
Some conversation, in which lord De Bla- 
‘quiere, Mr. Alexander, ard Dr. Duigenan, 
took a part, the bill was ordered to be 
ead a 2d time on the Ist.of May, 
fWarexfrornd Wair.] Sir John Newport 
Tose to request the attention of the house 
fot a few moments, to a motion which had 
» ‘been appointed for this day, respecting the’ 
Sheriffs of Waterford. He hoped, that if 
¥t ‘should appear, that what had been done 
‘proteeded from ignorance, or inattention, 
‘the house would be inclined to pass it over, 
and that lenity would be shewn {to those 
who had been chargeable with the oversight. 
But he would also submit to the conside- 
ration of his right hon. friend, who had 


given notice of the motion, that there had } 
‘the bill, intended to give a qualified op. 


been some difficulty in the interpretation 
of the act on the subject, and that the law 
‘as it now stood in Ireland, had been the 
subject of considerable doubt, and dif- 
ference of opinion. - 

Mr. Secretary For-said, that he was dis- 
posed to pay every attention to what bad 
fallen from his’right‘hon. friend. The act 
imposed a pecuniary penalty on the sheriffs, 
unless the return'was made within 40 days ; 

“But it was not meant to give them a dis- 
cretionary power, to postpone their return 
of a member to the utmost limit prescribed 
by the law. Still, however, as some mis- 
construction of the act had taken place in 

‘eértdin instances, he did not wish to bear 
‘hard on any itdividuals, who had not com- 
plied with what appeared to him the plain 

‘meaning of the act. The only question 
for the house to consider would now there- 
fore be, whether it would be proper to 

‘amerid the act, so as to remove every 
doubt, or whether a resolution of the house 

‘would be sufficient to prevent any such ir- 

‘tegularity-for the future. 

Mr. Lee stated for the information of the 

‘fiouse, that the sheriffs in Ireland had a 
power which was ‘not possessed in this 
country. In the case of a return for a 


eounty member in Ineland, the two attor- 
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neys-general of the different countries hag 
given opinions diametrically opposite, Thi 
was enough to shew that considerable iy, 
apprehension existed on the subject o/ ty 
act. ia 
Sir V. Gibbs. said, ‘it was’ clear that tle 
penalty could not be levied, if the: sherif 
made their return within the Period fire. 
scribed by the act——Mr. Fox ‘then 
to: abandon the motion of which she ‘tal 
given notice. cy 
(Wirwesses’ Dectarartory Brix) Mi 
Attorney-General having moved; that th 
house resolve itself into a committee @ 
the Witnesses’ Declaratory bill, c 
Mr. Perceval said, that though in his opi. 
nion there was no necessity for the ‘presen, 
bill, yethe would defer his observations Upod 
it till it had received those amendmen, 
which were likely to be made in the cog. 
mittee, and, therefore, he skould:not Op 
pose it in the’present stage of its progress: 
but he could not avoid making one remax 
on the bill, ‘which: had with -him consid. 
rable weight, ‘The design of the -bill wy 
to.enact that to be the law, which wasth 


opinion of a majority of the judges. Bu 


it appeared to him, ‘that 6 out ‘of ‘thes 
judges, who approved ‘of the iprincipleof 


nion. They seemed to think there migh 
be exceptions from the general principh, 
The present bill, therefore, seemeditom 
cribe to them the unqualified adoptional 
an opinion which they entertained iwi 
certain exceptions. ‘This was an objectida 
which be should ‘take an opportunity a 
urging against the bill, unless certain que 
lifications of the-general principle were it 
troduced into it. 
The Attorney-General said, that since 
his learned friend had expressed ‘himsdl 
dissatisfied with the principle of the bil, 
he submitted it to him, whether it would 
not be more consistent to oppose the bil 
in its present progress, and state fully tu 
objections to the principle, than‘afterwants 
to urge those objections, when the houk 
had spent much time and attention on th 
amendment of the bill, and which; alt 
all, it might see reason to throw. out allt 
gether. im 
The Master of the Rolls defended 
consistency of bis learned -friend, 
could not help considering the present til 
as unnecessary, but he would. pay ev] 
degree of deference to the opinion of that 
who thought otherwise. . If it should e 
out of the hands of she committee m 
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shape not very unsatisfactory, it should 
then meet with much opposition from 
yim.’ Had he been called upon to give 
bis Opinion on the subject of the bill, he 
should have given that which was held by 
the minority of the judges. ‘Bat since the 
rity of the judges had given a solemn 
decision on ‘the point, for the purpose of 
iding the opinion of the lords on a bill 
re that house, he could not help con- 
sidering the matter as sufficiently set at 
rest. He should think that no judge would 
henceforth act upon his own private opi- 
nion, in opposition to that of the majority, 
since it could not fail to be overruled by the 
majority of the judges. The law, therefore, 
was already sufficiently dcclared: there 
seemed no oceasion for any interference of 
the legislature, and the house of lords had 
acted on the opinion which had been laid 
before them. But, as it had been already 
stated by his learned friend, the majority 
of the judges had delivered a qualified opi- 
ion. They said that, generally speaking, 
a witness was compellable to answer. ‘This 
bill, however, converted into a universal 
proposition, what they only-delivered as a 
general one. But he trusted that certain 
exceptions and qualifications would be in- 
troduced into the bill; and in that case, 
from the deference which he felt for the 
opinion of the judges, he should not oppose 
its passing into a law.—The house having 
resolved itself into the committee, several 
amendments were proposed by Mr. Giles, 
which were agreed to, and the report or- 
dered to be received to-morrow. 

(Carrure or tHe Cape or Goon 
Hore.}' Lord Garlies said, that previous 
to the holidays he had asked lis majesty’s 
ministers whether they intended to move 
fora Vote of Thanks to be conferred on 
the military and naval commanders, to 
whose meritorious services the country was 
indebted for the possession of the Cape of 
Good Hope. He was then given to un- 
derstand, that it was thought proper to wait 
for further -dispatches that might commu- 
hicate the account of the complete con- 
quest of the Settlement. ‘These dispatches 
had now arrived, and seeing his majesty’s 
ministers in their places, he took the pre- 
sent opportunity of enquiring whether they 
meant to confer any mark of public appro- 
bation on those who had achieved that im- 
portant conquest. 
had come down to the house with great 
dlucrity in the case of sir John Duckworth, 
and he believed thyt had it been his parti- 

Vor. VI. 


A noble lord (Howick) 
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lcular province, he would have been equally 


forward on the present occasion. 

Mr. Windham begged to state most dis- 
tinctly to the house, in answer to the ques- 
tion of the noble lord, that his majesty’s 
ministers had not abstained from proposin 
a Vote of Thanks on this occasion, from 
any want of approbation of the conduct of 
the officers and men who had-been en- 
gaged in the expedition. They had done 
all that was wished to be done, and they 


had done it well; but it. did not appear 


that the capture of the Cape was‘a military 
exploit of that splendid nature that called 
for such a distinguished mark of approba- 
tion as the Thanks of the House, which 
should not be made cheap by being too fre- 
quently conferred. A certain degree of 
discretionary judgment with regard to the 
more and the less, must be left with minis- 
ters; and on the best judgment* that they 
were able to form, the achievement alluded 
to was not one of those which called for the 
solemn Thanks of Parliament. 

Lord Garlies did not wish to enter into 
the merits of the conquest. The acquisi- 
tion of the Colony—(Here the noble lord 
was interrupted by the Speaker, who ob-« 
served that there was no question before 
the house.) 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, April 16. 

[Minvures.] Lord Grenville moved to 
send a message to the Commons, informing 
them that his majesty had been graciously 
pleased, in pursuance of an address of that 
House, to give directions for fitting up a 
place proper in Westminster-Hall for the 
Trial of Lord Viscount Melville. Order. 
ed.—Lord Greurville adverted to the mo- 
tion which had been formerly agreed to by 
the house, for the attendance of Witnesses 
ou the 29th of April, relative to the 
charges against Mr. Justice Fox, and- ob- 
served that it would be impossible for the 
house to proceéd at the same time on the 
trial of lord Melville, and in the examina- 
tion of the charges against Mr. Justice 
Fox. He therefore moved to discharge the 


order, and renew it for Monday, the 19th 


of May. The marquis of Abercorn as- 


sented to the motion; which was agreed 


to.—Lord Holland, after referring to the. 
numerous Petitions on the table from the 
Debtors in the different: prisons, praying 
for relief, stated that he did not think it 
necessary to detain their lordships by en- 


tering into any dis¢ussion upon the subject; 


3C 
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he should merely observe, that. he bad 
prepared a bill for the relief of that de- 
scription of persons, which was framed’ in 
the same manner as former bills of that na- 
ture. He intended to’ propose, that the 
bill should be printed, and that it should be 
read a second time as soon as possible af- 
ter the prints were ready. His lordship 
presented the bill, which was read a first 
time, and ordered to be printed. On the 
motion.of the noble lord, several accounts 
were ordered of the number of persons 
confined for Debt in different prisons. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, April 16, 

[Minvures.] Lord'lemple brought up 
a petition from Mr. Lyon, the agent for the 
island of Jamaica, against the bill to pre- 
vent the Importation of Slaves into such 
of our culonies and settlements in the West 
Indies, as have been surrendered to his 
majesty during the present war. His lord- 
ship said, that the petition had been put 
into his hands, and he therefore thought it 
adviseable to present it; but he begged it 
to be understood, that in so doing, he did 
not pledge himself at all on the subject 
matter of it, ‘The petition was ordered to 
lie on the table till the second reading of 
the bill, and that the petitioners should be 
heard, by counsel, against the said bill, if 
they thought fit.—Mr, Mitford, from the 
exchequer in Scotland, presented an ac- 
count of Grants made out of forfeited 
Estates in Scotland, and the Balances due 
out of the same. Also, an account of all 
Malt chargeable with duty in Scotland.— 
On the motion of Mr. Vansittart, the 
house resolved into a Committee of Supply, 
in which the usual Annual Votes for Mis- 
cellaneous Services were agreed to.—The 
house having resolved into a Committee of 
Ways aud Means, Mr. Vansittart, with a 
view to the object of which he had given 
notice yesterday, namely, that of making a 
proportionate Addition to the Duty upon 
East and West India Sugar, moved, that an 

additional Duty. of 1s. per cwt. should be 
imposed upon East-India Sugar imported. 
And also, that upon the exportation of the 
same, a drawback should be allowed of 
equal amount. 

[Depts or THE, NazBozs OF AR- 
cot.] Mr. Francis, pursuant to his no- 
tice on a former day, rose to bring forward 
his snotion for the production of papers 
respecting the Debts of the Nabobs of Ar- 
cot. But, before he proceeded \o intro- 





duce his motion, he begged leave to put to 
the hon. gent. behind him (Mr. Hobh 

a question or two, the answers to which 
might probably save some trouble, | Ag jt | 
appeared that an agreement had been er. 
tered into between the directors of the ln. 
dia company and the creditors of the Na 
bob of Arcot, in consequence of Whichg 


‘commission had been appointed ; he wished 


to know who were the persons forming that 
commission, and by whom they. were to.be 
paid?) Not having been able to attend the 
house on Monday, when the hon. gent, tg 
whom he referred, brought forward his bill, j 
he was under the necessity of applying for 
more.information upon this subject thay 
perhaps other gentlemen required, He 
wished to hear it accounted for, why the 
han. meinber should have been the persop 
to bring forward this measure, particularh 
as he understood him to have stated that 
he accepted the office very unwillingly, ang 
but yielded to the importunity of others? 
Mr. Hobhouse said, it was his desire that 
the hon. gent. should be most fully and sa. 
tisfactorily informed upon this subject, 
‘The hou. gent. bad not been present whep 
he had first stated bis proposition, and 
moved for leave to bring in the bill, or his 
present question would not have been ne 
cessary. ‘The commissioners, he said, cons 
sisted of three persons; namely, he (Mr, 
Hobhouse), a Mr. Horner, who was noms 
nated in consequence of an hon. gent. Mr 
Ryder, having withdrawn himself from the 
commission, and Mr, Cockburne: the for 
mer was a gent. conversant in the law; and 
the latter an old servant of the India com- 
pany, and much experienced in Indiaak 
fairs. With respect to .the authority for 
their appointment, it was made by the die 
rectors of the East-India company, in com 
currence with the creditors. With regard 
to their remuneration, it was intended tobe 
according to the habit of parliamentary 
commissions, namely, of that of the quam 
tum meruit, when the business should be 
gone through. Hoping that this answer 
to the hon, gent.’s questions would prove 
satisfactory, he had only to assure him,, 
that if the papers for which he intended 
move were of the nature which he was 
taught to understand, his motion should 
meet, on his part, no resistance. a 
Mr. Francis thanked. the hon, gent. for 
the very candid and satisfactory answer be 


had been pleased to give to his question 


lie confessed, that. from the information 
which he had just received from the home 
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_ ‘gent. he was under a mistake, for he had 
supposed that Mr. Fordyce was at the head 
‘of this commission; but he now found that 
that gent. was at the head of the creditors. 
There was something in this transaction, 
altogether, which was well deserving of, 
and to which he begged, the particular at- 
tention of the house. Why it should have 
found its way into the house at all, but still 
more why it was entertained, whty it ob- 
tained a footing, he could account for on 
no satisfactory ground. Perhaps it was 
‘owing to'the operation of interest, bat sure 
the was that there was something very like 
contrivance about it. For himself, he 
could affirm that he never had an idea that 
any such proposition was in contempla- 
tion until he heard of the notice, just before 
the recess, of a motion for leave to bring 
in the bill. He knew nothing of a com- 
mittee sitting upon the subject, and there 
were many Others as well as he, whom the 
‘knowledge of that circumstance had en- 
tirely escaped until the time he al- 
luded to. Then, as ‘to the subsequent 
‘course of the hon. gent. The very day af- 
ter the recess, the first upon which the re- 
rt of the committee was deliverable, the 
ef gent. ceme forward before, he (Mr. F.) 
would venture to say, five members of the 
house had read the report, and proposed a 
motion grounded upon it. This mode of 
proceeding no one could deny to be rather 
precipitate, upon a subject particularly of 
so much importance. ‘To obtain a little 
more deliberation as to a circumstance 
which gentlemen were much mistaken if 
‘they supposed of inconsiderable interest, 
was the motive which induced him to call 
the attention of the house to the motions 
‘with which he meant to-conclude. That 
all the presidencies in India were in great 
distress, was notorious. The house had the 
‘authority of lord Cornwallis for believing 
‘that the presidency of Madras was most 
‘seriously embarrassed ; and that this, with 
the other presidencies, was running in debt 
as fast as money could be had to borrow. 
Tuto these general distresses, however, he 
did not at present propose to enter, nor 
Should he go into any discussion about the 
general state of India. But he would con- 
fine himself to the particular object he had 
in view, which, he wished it to be under- 
stood, had no connection with any other 
‘Question respecting India, which was be- 
‘fore the house. Lord Wellesley had, he 
believed, nothing whatever to do with it. 
‘Wt referred principally to a consideration of 


‘were to be heard of. 
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our assets in India, and how far these assets 
were competent to meet the claims upon 
them. For it was material for parliament 
always to bear in mind, that what the India 
company could not discharge, would ulti- 
mately fall upon the finances of this coun- 
try. Therefore it behoved the house care- 
fully to examine every claim upon the re- 
sources of that company. He lamented 
that more of his majesty’s ministers were 
not present at the discussion of a question 
of this nature, and that those who were 
present did not give to the question the 
attention which it deserved—(there was at 
the time some conversation upon the trea- 
sury bench). Still, however, he would pér- 
sist in his purpose; and he promised those 
gentlemen that they would speedily feel 
that this subject must be attended to. At 
all events he would not fail to attend to it : 
for he was not one of those who could be 
sunk or broken down by the desertion or 
inconsistency of any set of men.—Revert- 
ing to the subject to which he was about to 
attract the notice of the house, the hon. 
member remarked upor the equivocal cha. 
racter of these frequent claims. upon the 
Nabob of Arcot.’ A> great deal of such 
claims had been already paid. After the 
payment of several millions (five’ or six), it 
was naturally supposed that no more debts 
But still some pre- 
tended creditors started up. If such pre- 
tensions were attended to, he really belie~ 
ved that the whole revenue of the Carnatic 
would be insufficient to answer them; and 
if not, then they must come upon ‘this 
country. He therefore cautioned the house 
to pause upon a transaction, of the charac- 
ter of which scarcely any one who heard 
him could be wholly ignorant; for every 
one must remember something of the Na- 
bob of Arcot's debts; it was a tolerably 
notorious topic. That distinguished states- 
man, Mr. Burke, had many years since 
very properly stated his opinion, that a 
combination of evidence served to shew 
that sums had been distributed for a course 
of years, in the name of the old Nabob of 
Arcot, to the servants of the East-India 
company, in a most scandalous manner, 
and that there was strong reason to suspect 
that most part of the debts demanded were 
wholly fictitious. And that great orator 
shewed that, even if these debts were really 
due, they were, from their amount, calcu- 
lated to excite alarm, as the affairs of the 
company were s0 distressed, as to be un- 
€qual to their liquidation. ' This the house’ 
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would recollect was.in the. year 1784, when, 
he situation of the India company was al- 
most prosperity itself, compared to what it 
was.-at, present. . But even then, as, Mr. 
Burke remarked, the company’s. servants 
were in affluence, while, the company itself 
was very much embarrassed. Yet although 
such.was the case, although the company’s 
Servants were possessed of .no less than 
10 millions, still their claims of three mil- 
lions of debt upon our subsidiary princes 
were paid off by order of the board of 
controul, against the strongest remonstran- 
ces from the court of directors, seconded 
by the opinion of lord Macartney. , This 
Fe to shew what might be done through 
the interest of individuals, notwithstanding 
this distress of the company’s affairs; and. 
as bearing very closely upon the present 
question, he requested gentlemen, to look 
at the speech of Mr. Burke, to which he re- 
ferred, and which, independently of its re- 
Tevancy upon this occasion, must be read) 
with pleasure by every man of taste ; for 
‘certainly among all the productions of an- 
cient and modern eloquence, nothing could 
be found worthy to be put in comparison 
with it. The hon. gent. adverting to .the 
bill in progress through the house, observed, 
that it_was not accompanied by any spe- 
cification whatever of the amount or nature 
of the debts to which it was meant to apply. 
“This specification it was his wish to obtain. 
Seeing that so many millions had been 
already paid on this score, and that the 
more these claims were paid, the more 
they seemed to grow, he desired at once 
to ascertain their precise extent; that 
knowledge attained, questions would then 
arise whether such claims were made. by 
bond fide creditors or not; whether any, 
and which of them, should be paid ; whe- 
ther, in a word, under all the circumstances, 
that. money should be granted to such 
claimants which ought to be applied to the 
support of our army and navy? That no 
equitable demands were to,be found among 
those brought forward, he was not pre- 

ared to say....But, before any were ac- 
ceded, toy the house should be made ac- 
Juainted with the whole amount. It would 
be unsafe to proceed without such know- 


ledge, for if a comparatively small sum, 


were at first granted,,it would be difficult 
to say how far the house might be led upon 
the principle of that grant. . It might not 
be known whea to stop, and therefore he 
thought, it best to make a stand zn limine, 
{The bon, gent, took occasion to appeal to 





the house and the country, upon the 
of assistance he had experienced from thos 
who ought to be forward, in consisteney. 
to support his endeavours to procire a fl 
investigation of the affairs of India, h 
this instance particularly there were many 
for whose presence and co-operation h 
had a right to look; among these was { 
respectable member for Norwich (Mr, ¥ 
Smith), whom he did not then see ip 
place, and from whom much. useful infor. 
mation could be had upon the subject 
India. There was another ciatinguat 
person whose aid he was entitled to ex 
pect—he meant the Treasurer of the Nay 
(Mr. Sheridan). In regretting the gene 
absence of that right hon. gent. he was 
sure he only expressed the common feelia 
of the house. He lamented his absenge 
for many reasons, but principally on ac. 
count of the loss which the cause of India 
sustained in consequence. He most par, 
ticularly wished that this right hon. gent, 
was more frequently visible in his place ip 
that heuse, and as he had not the pleasure 
of seeing him there or elsewhere, he hoped 
that his wish would be conveyed to him, 
and induce him to attend. He trusted that 
the right hon. gent,’s becoming a_ minister 
was not to deprive that house of the ad 
vantage and pleasure which his abilities 
were capable of affording, The house 
had, unfortunately, for a cousiderable time 
but very seldom seen the light of his coup 
tenance. But it was. to be expected that 
such absence would not long continue, He 
could not suffer himself to apprehend that 
that right hon. gent. would long decline to 
advocate the cause of justice. No, Hp 
mind and bis feelings were too strongly a 
tached to that cause to refuse it his aid, am 
his powers to serve it were still undiminish 
ed. For he would not believe that the 
volcano, of that right hon, gent,’s genius 
could yet be burned out. Alter. repeating 
his sincere regret. for the absence of Mt 
Sheridan, because he highly respected hista- 
lents and integrity, and because he would 
much value his assistance, the hon. membet 
concluded with moving an ‘‘ Account of 
monies which have been paid to the privalé 
creditors of the Nabobs of the Carnatic sine 
the-passing of the act of the 24th of his 
present majesty, containing the names of 
the individuals to whom, or on whose.ae 
count, the same have been paid, the seve 
periods when the debts were .coptracte 
and when paid, and distinguishing thes 
yeral classes of debts called the regis 
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the cavalry loan, and the. consoli- 
dated debt of 1777 ; and also distinguishing 
the principal of the said debts from the in- 
terest Claimed or accruing thereon.” ‘This 
he thought the more necessary, as it ap-' 
gred from the. speech of the noble lord! 
pposite to .bim (Jord Castlereagh), which! 
was afterwards published by him, (see. vol. 
ji, pe 1158.) that the interest-money had’ 
been converted into principal, which was, 
on¢ principal cause of the great increse’ 
the debt, me 
Mr. Paull, in seconding the motion, cau-) 
tioned the house to beware how thev sanc- 
tioned the principle upon which tbe bill 
of the hon. gent. (Mr. Hobhouse) was, 
founded, as, if that principle were esta- 
blished, claimants would, no doubt, im- 
mediately come forward for above 3 mil- 
ions, alledged to be due in the same way 
from the Nabob of Oude and other native 
rinces in India, 

Mr. Whilshed Keene seconded the mo- 
tion; he said, he believed he could be able 
to throw some light.on the causes which 
led to involve the Nabob of the Carnatic 
jn such embarrassments and claims of debt 
from the company’s.servants. Having the 


honour of an early and long intimacy with 
lord. Macartney, who was, at one time, 


sent out as governor to Madras, that no- 
ble lord, after his return to Europe, had 
told him, that he had scarcely reached the 
seat of his government 24 hours, when he 
received a message from the Nabob, re- 
questing to see him: the noble lord accord- 
ingly paid an immediate visit, and was 
astonished to find it was for the purpose 
of being presented by the Nabob with a 
sum of money adequate to 30,000/. with 
proportionate tenders to the officers of his 
suite. Lord Macartney expressed much 
astonishment, and declined accepting the 
money, at the same time wishing to kuow 
the motives that induced such an offer: he 
was told by the Nabob, that it was quite 
Acustomary present to every new gover- 
nor; had never been before refused; that 
there was no violation of propriety what- 
ever in accepting it; and the offer was re- 
peated, with a pressing request to take it, 
ait was considered a proper compliment 


~ to the head ‘of the British Government, 


Whom, ever since the taking of Pondi- 
&herty, he considered as his protector a- 
fainst the French. Lord Macartney, how- 
Rver, still persisted in his refusal, assuring 
the Nabob, at the same time, of his deter- 
Mination to render him every service and 





protection in his power, as earnestly as 
if he had accepted his present, But 
what was the result of this generobs, up- 
right, and exemplary integrity and inde- 
pendence of that noble lord to hiinself? 
Why, that his conduct was every where re- 
probated and. reviled by the servants of 
the Company, and every pains taken to 
slander, misrepresent, and vilify him, for 
venturing such an innovation upon the 
system they had so long established; and 


jlord Macartney resigned a government 


which he felt untenable, consistently with 
the feelings of aman of honour. Had the 
hon. geut. heartily approved the system of 
investigation so earnestly recommended by 
the hon, mover, and observed, that, though 
it might visit. with compunctious —feel- 
ings the bosoms and apprehensions of 
some men, who had, by a corrupt abuse of 
their mission in India, amassed rapidly 
enormous fortunes, those who had made an 
honourable and upright use of their au- 
thority there, bad no terrors to meét, no 
qualms.to be excited by the most scruti- 
nous investigation: “ Let the galled jades 
wince; their withers were unwrung.” 

Mr. Hiley Addington said, he had not 
the slightest disposition to oppose the mo- 
tion“of the hon. gent,; on the contrary, he 
wished to grant him the papers he required, 
He was very glad to observe, that the hon. 
gent., notwithstanding the declaration he 
had a short time since made, that he would 
decline all farther interference with India 
questions, seemed of late rather disposed 
to promote invéstigation into India affairs. 
He rejoiced at the circumstance ; because, 
from the hon. gent.’s great. knowledge and 
extensive experience upon India subjects, 
he was certainly competent to throw very 
unportant lights upon such subjects, and 
bring.them home with more efiect to the 
attention of the house and the public; 
which might have the good effect of ren- 
dering the servants of the company in India 
less lax in their duties. But his purpose 
for rising now was, to set the hon. member 
right in his conception of the bill, the true 
objects of which he seemed ‘wholly to mis- 
apprehend. His hon, friend had not brought 
forward his bill with the -precipitancy im- 
puted to him, but had given fair notice of 
every proceeding with respect to it; and 
to his certain knowledge, the report upon 
which the bill was founded was delivered 
to members at their residence on the Friday 
before the bill was introduced. The bill 
was not a call on parliament to sanction 
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the claims of the creditors of the Nabob 
of the Carnatic, nor to appoint any com- 
missiOners : ‘those commissioners had been 
already appointed between the parties at 
issue, namely, the directors and the claim- 
ing’ creditors; and the commissioners, 
with an earnest view to the strict ends of 
justice, had been desirous of examining 
the parties brought before them on oath; 
which, however, it was found they were not 
legally authorised to.tender. It was sug- 
gested then, that the parties might be exa- 
mined uptn their vojuntary oaths; but, 
on consultation with eminent law authori- 
ties, it was found that this mode also was 
objectionatle. The present bill, therefore, 
only called upon the authority of parlia- 
ment to invest the commissioners with 
power to administer oaths for the purpose 
of their enquiry, and to render parties 
swearing falsely liable to punishment for 
perjury. ft was not because the company 
wished any sanction froin parliament to the 
authority of the commissioners to enquire, 
for to that they were already legally au- 
thorised, but with a view to procure for 
them such authority as should'best tend to 
obtain that justice : not to evade the pay- 
ment .of debts’ justly due, but to separate 
just claims from fraudulent ones. The 
hon. gent. had said, his hon. friend had not 
voluntarily undertaken this business, but 
had been induced by importunity to bring 
forward this bill. It was certainly true, 
his hon. friend had expressed great un- 
willingness to interfere in this business, lest 
‘he should be deemed an interested party ; 
but his known talents, good sense, and in- 
tegrity, made it extremely desirable that a 
person of such @ description shoald take 
an active part in the business, and he was 
induced by earnest entreaty to forego his 
scruples, and assume'the part he had taken 
with so much advantage to the object pro- 
‘posed. In no imstance had he betrayed 
the smallest inclination to precipitate the 
bill; ‘onthe contrary, he had set out with 
declaring his wish, that every member in 
‘the house shovld have the fullest informa- 
tion on the subject, and the fullest time 
that could be desired for considering ‘it ; 
and he was convinced, that if the hon. 
member now wished to postpone the fur- 
ther proceeding on this bill to a more 
distant day, his hon. friend would concur 
with the utmost readiness. 
Lord Castlereagh described the purview 
of’ the bill, in the same light precisely as 
the last right hon. gent. He said that, 
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with a very considerable portion of ju 
claims in this case, there was blended 
enormous one of unjust, unfounded, gy 
fraudulent claims; and it was for the py 
pose of enabling the Commissioners to dh, 
criminate, that the bill was desired. ‘Jy 
discharge of the just debts would ‘be pm 
ductive of important advantages to th 
company, and it was, therefore, desitalh 
to ascertain them, in order to a speed 
settlement; and, with respect to the % 
prehensions expressed by the hon. mem 
ber, that those debts might ultimately fom 
claims upon parliament, the idea wast, 
founded. The debts were charged tpi 
the revenues of the Carnatic; whatewy 
those revenues annually produced overt} 
interest, would go to a sinking fund® 
wards clearing off the principal, and why 
that was paid off, the whole revenues woill 
revert to the company. a 
Mr. Serjeant Best observed, that th 
deed for the settlement of the claims’ unde 
consideration, was so contrived as to tid 
out the prospect of doing too little, if ay 
thing, for those who had equitable clait 
and of doing too. much for those who 
claims were fraudulent. Many of thed 
mands under consideration were, he (ot 
tended, completely illegal, as they refemi 
to sums lent against a positive act of pa 
liament. es 
.Mr. Hobhouse said, that after the s 
ment made by his right hon. friend (Mr 
H. Addington) it was scarcely necessity 
for him to animadvert upon the chargepr 
ferred against him, as a commissioner, fit 
having introduced this measure to patie 
ment. The explanation which his mi 
hon. friend had given, he trusted, wolf 
be satisfactory to the house ; and, if soi 
should be at his ease.—There was, f0® 
ever, another accusation made by thei 
gent. (Mr. Francis), against him, whielk 
was impossible for him to pass over it 
lence. He had been accused of hurtyif 
this measure, and endeavouring to taxel 
house by surprise. The hon. gent. had sl 
that the printed report and papers werell 
delivered to the members until the m 


= 


Sa ct Ee ce cS Ss 2 ce 


ment before the subject was opened @iy 


Monday last. Here the hon. gent. wasuil 

a mistake. They were delivered at the ot 
ses of the embers early on Friday mom 
ing in the last week , so that nearly 4a 

were allowed for the examination of a 

small collection of papers.—-The bk 
having honoured him with their atteil 

on the general subject for so lung @ till 





765) PARL. DEBATES, Aprit 16, 1806.—Debts of the Nabobs of Arcot. 


a. former night, he should not now have 
taken any’ part in the discussion, but for 
some observations which fell from his 
jearned friend near him (Mr, Serjeant 
Best). His learned friend had insisted that 
the agreement between the creditors and 
the East-India cv. was not founded on fair 
principles, because the terms were too hard 
and severe against the real creditor, while 
to the fictitious, all which he obtained 
would be,gain.: It did not appear to him 
that this argument was entitled to great 
weight. If the real creditor became a 
y to the deed, be had no right to com- 
plain of terms, for his execution of it pro- 
ceeded from his own choice. If he declined 
toaccept it, the deed did net stand in his 
way. He was, as before its existence, at 
liberty to pursue any means of recovering 
his debt, no remedy was taken away from 
him; the same redress was open to him, 
This alternative considered, hjs learned 
friend, he thought, would not be inclined 
to risk the same observation a second time. 
His learned friend had, also, spoken of the 
actof 1797, which prohibits the servants 
of the company from engaging in loans to 
the native princes of India. Although 
such loaus were a violation of the orders 
of the company, yet that act, by prohibiting 
them, admitted their previous legality. 
Subsequently to the passing of that statute, 
if any person engaged in such loans, with- 
f§ out the previous sanction of the court of 
aig directors, or the governor in council of one 


aim of the company’s governments, the con- 


tract was void, and the party was guilty of 
a misdemeanour. ‘The commissioners, 
though unrestricted in this respect by the 


gimme deed, could allow no claim contrary to the 


statute—After a few more remarks, by 
Mr. Serjeant Best and lord Castlereagh, the 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr, Francis then said, that in prefacing 


Pie his second motion, he should intrude but a 


ffew minutes on the. patience of the house. 


sb In what he had said, he had not entered 
hadsiggnte the merits of the bill, good or bad. 


He had indeed stated, that the hon. gent. 
seemed to him to have carried on the mea- 
gure with precipitancy ; but that, he now 
meesteed, had been sufficiently accounted 
Hor, As to his baving insinuated that the 


noth nou. gent. was himself interested in the 


measure, he begged it to be understood 
hat he had not insinuated, but had ex- 
pr ly stated, that he did not think the 
iWwation of a member of such a committee 
Md. ofa member of this house exactly 
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compatible ; and what had been stated as 
to the scruples entertained by the hon. gent. 
himself, as to the propriety of the bill ori< 
ginating with him, seemed to shew that he 
himself was not exactly satisfied that two 
such characters ought to be united in the 
same person. The noble lord opposite had 
admitted that many of the claims made 
against the Nabob had no existence in 
truth, of course that there were here enor- 
mous frauds to guard against. _He was 
certain that all the persons who at present 
formed the court of directors were men of 
honour and probity, but he could not say 
what they might be 20 years hence. it 
could not be said there never was an in- 
stance of a man’s sacrificing the interest of 
auy corporate body with which he might be 
connected to individual feelings. All he 
contended for was, that the thing was pos- 
sible. As to the validity of many of the 
debts, he had to state a fact, thut a house 
of great eminence lately failed at Madras, 
among whose assets was found a paper, a 
mounting to 10 lacks of pagodas, of the 
Nabob of Arcot’s.: The house had em- 
ployed the money entrusted to them in 
buying up the paper of this prince, which, 
from being a drug, worth next to nothing, 
and which in all probability did not. cost 
more than 2d. in the pound, would, if ad- 
mitted without proper enquiry, produce a 
fortune to the helders. This, he thought. 
deserved serious attention. He had usea 
the freedom, in making his former motion, 
to call the particular attention of certain 
individual members to the business. . He 
now begged, in addition, to request to it 
the attention and assistance of the honour- 
able directurs, and particularly of their 
respectable chairman whom he now saw in 
the house, who, he hoped, would, if possi- 
ble, attend and give his assistance in the 
discussion. As to an observation by an 
hon. gent. (Mr. Addington), he. had to 
state that he never did say that he would 
not, in future, attend to Indian affairs, al- 
though what he did say on that occasion 
had been misrepresented out of doors. He 
had put what he then said on record, (see 
p. 394), and to that he referred, He then 
concluded by moving for an account of the 
several debts now due or demandable from 
the said Nabobs, distinguishing as in -the 
former motion. 

Mr. Grant declared that he had no ob- 
jection to any scrutiny of the kind. No 
person could be less interested in it, per- 
sonally, than he and the other. members of 
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the court of directors. The interfering in 
the business originally, was very far from 
being a favourite with the directors, and if 
they could, they would have had nothing to 
do with it. They only believed that there 
was actually something due to the credi- 
tors, and all their wish was that this: should 
be paid. Such was the object of the bill. 
‘That it could have the effect of making a 
rise in the value of the debts, he could not 
conceive. ‘The very reverse must have 
been the case. It reduced the annuities at 
the outset, to the one-half, by making the 
interest 6 instead of 12 per cent.; and the 
principal must have experienced a propor- 
tional depreciation.— The motion was then 
put and agreed to. 
LEE 
HOUSE QF LORDS. 
Thursday, April 17. 

fAmerican Inrercourse Biit.] Lord 
Auckland, in moving the order for the 2d 
reading of the bill upon this subject, briefly 
adverted to the circumstance of a noble 
friend of his, then absent, who would re- 
serve his sentiments upon the subject for 
the committee. He would therefore move, 
‘¢ that the bill be now read a 2d time.” 

Lord Hawkesbury did not mean to oppose 
the motion, particularly as he understood 
from his noble friend, that it was intended 
‘to render the prospective part of the mea- 
sure, or rather that which was thrown out 
on aformer evening, as intended, by means 
of an additional clause, respecting the dis- 
cretionary powers to be vested in the gover- 
nors of the islands, the matter of a dis- 
tinct and separate bill. Respecting this 
very important consideration, however, 
which involved topics of the greatest con- 
sequence to the commercial interests of the 
empire, he had it seriously to recommend 
it to the attention of ministers, that under 

» the circumstances, it was preferable to 
postpone the discussion of that part of the 
subject till the next session. This pro- 
ceeding would not only not operate inju- 
riously, but not be productive of any in- 
convenience. His lordship pressed this 
point upon the serious consideration of 
ministers, and adverted to the importance 
of any topic which so deeply involved the 
commercial concerns of the country, and 
its navigation laws, as thatto which he al- 
luded. 

Lord Auckland shortly expressed his opi- 
nion, that his noble friend seemed to mis- 
‘conceive what had fallen from him. 

Lord Holland made afew remarks on the 
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occasion, and seemed to entertain a Sitilag 
idea with his noble friend, Tespecting the 
misconception of the noble lord Opposite, 
With the latter, he concurred that the gh? 
ject adverted to was one of considerabj 
importance, and that full and ample tity 
ought to be allowed noble lords to inves 
gate and to make up their minds upow the 
subject. However; he did not deem it pa 
cessary to postpone the consideration yy 
til the next session; for that, on Mon 
day next, it was his intention to bring fo: 
ward a bill to the effect alluded to, aud fg 
the consideration of which, previous toiy 
second reading, he certainly meant toging 
full and sufficient time.—The bill was they 
read a‘2d time, and committed. 
— 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Vhursday, April 17. 
[Mrinxvurss.] A new writ was ordered 
for the borough of Kinsale, in Freland, jy 
the room of Samuel Campbell Rowley, 
esq. who has accepted the Chiltern hon 
dreds.—Mr. Francis, previously to thet 
reading of the bill for extending the powen 
of the commissioners for liquidating th 
Debts of the princes of the Carnatic, wished 
to throw it out, in the way of a suggestion, 
cra notice, that he thought it extreme) 
proper for the members of that house, Who 
were of the legal profession, to be prepared 
to give an opinion, whether, by the’ fait 
construction of the act of 1784, the’ eout 
of directors of the East-India company bal 
aright, by law, to delegate the powerswill 
which they were invested by the act, to com 
missioners or any other persons ?—Onth 
motion of sir P. Stephens the house wel 
into a committee on the acts relating 
the discovery of the Longitude. “A resol 
tion granting 10,000/. for the purposes d 
the act was agreed to.~—On the motiond 
sir J. Sinclair, a committee was appoititel 
to examine into and report upon the grail 
already made payable out of the Forfeited 
Estates in Scotland, as also the balanes 
relating thereto. : 
{Witwesses’ Deciararory Biniym 
house having resolved itself into a comil# 
tee on this bill, “s 
The Master of the Rolls said, that feo 
what had passed upon a former : 
he had reason to expect that sueli 4 
tions as he had_ stated to it, would i 
been obviated; and even though he lal 
found it to be so‘mtended, he knew ti 
having declared his’ opinion that the’ 
was quite unnecessary, he was notp0 
3 


sit 
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to tontribute any thing towards the per- 
fection of it. However, finding also that 
the house was called upon to declare the 
‘provisions of this hill, according to the opi- 
nions of the twelve judges; he thought it 
tight that the provisions should be made as 
inuch as possible to correspond with those 
opinions, as they were delivered. The 
judges by no means laid it down as an uni- 
versal proposition, that witnesses were 
bound to auswer all questions, to criminate 
themselves. ‘They all admitted that there 
were exceptions, and therefore he did not 
think the legislaure should interfere, so as 
to establish a rule, which does away all ex- 
ceptions, He did not know that they had 
stated any particular cases of exception, 
and he could only conceive them to have 
meant, that a’ man was not bound, in 
courts of law, to answer questions against 
which he would be protected in a court of 
equity, What he wished, therefore, was, 
to leave the discretion of the judges in a 
court of law, the same as it would be if no 
such bill existed, and authorise them to af- 
ford the same protection to witnesses, as 
would be allowed them in a court of equity. 
For this purpose he moved,a proviso, 
“ that nothing in this act contained should. 
preclude a witness from objecting to such 
questions as he would not be called upon 
to answer in a court of equity; nor pre- 
clude the judge from deciding on the vali- 
dity of such objections.” 

The Solicitor-General (Mr. Romilly) said, 
that he had so high a respect for the opi- 
nion of his right hon. friend, that it was, 
with great uawillingness he felt himself 
obliged to dissent from him on the present 
occasion, The great objection he had to 
this proviso was, his conviction, that the 
tules of evidence at common law could 
not be reversed, or remedied, by the au- 
thority of any court of equity, neither were 
they, in fact, determined even by the sta- 
tutes. No judge, in a court of common 
law, would allow a witness to state, as an 
objection to a question, that he would not 
be compellable to answer it in a court of 
equity... He saw not the least necessity 
whatever for this proviso, which might oc-' 
casion the bill to be thrown out in another 
house. This bill would not oblige a judge 
to compel a plaintiti to prove that, the 
debt he sued for was an unjust one, nor 
would 2 court of equity compel a man to 
disclose a forfeiture of his estate by abreach 
of contract; but the same rules were not 
applicable to courts so distinct, At Nisi 
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Prius, the judge must, of necessity, take 
upon him to decide on’ a sudden, what, in 
a court of equity, might turn out to bea 
matter of great nicety, and requiring ma- 
turedeliberation. Upon these, and various 
other grounds, he opposed the proviso, as 
being totally unuecessary. 

The Attorney-General said, he gave his 
right hon. friend, who spoke last, full credit 
for having the very best intentions; but, 
though the bill originated in another house, 
which was itself the supreme court of ju- 
dicature in the kingdom, and, of course; 
attracted the attention of the highest and 
most distinguished law authorities in the 
country, he could not help feeling, that it 
was capable of being predicated of the bill, 
that, in its present shape, it did not declare 
what was, in fact, the opinion of the twelve 


judges, who all admitted that there were 


exceptions to the general rule. He was, 
therefore, in favour of the proviso; for, as 
the law would stand according to the pre- 
sent bill, the judge would have no discre. 
tion, but be obliged to compel a witness 
to disclose every thing. A man, for in- 
stance, may hold an estate by a defective 
title, of which he had no notice when he 
gave a valuable consideration for it, but by 
this bill, the judge could leave him no al- 
ternative, but compel him to disclose, upon 
Oath, that defect, which would, at once, 
reduce himself and his family, perhaps, 
from affluence to a workhouse. ‘The laws 
of evidence, in courts of justice, were not 
the same now as atthe time of the Cru- 
sades to the Holy Land, from which pe- 
riod, he believed, they took their date ; 
for, during the space of 30 years that lord 
Mansfield presided in the court of king’s 
bench, he established a variety of rules 
which were not in use before, and subse- 
quent chief justices had followed the same 
precedent. Upon full consideration, he 
was satisfied, that if the bill were not qua- 
lified in the manner now proposed, the 
judge could do nothing in such cases; and 
bound, by a declaratory law, could not 
even listen to any just objections relating 
to the effect which evidence may have in 
any civil suits to be afterwards instituted. 
The Master of the Rolls said, that his 
learned friend \Mr. Romilly) certainly 
possessed, in a very eminent degree, the 
faculty of expressing himself with great 
accuracy, as well as fluency ; but notwith- 
standing these advantages, he must con- 
fess, that with all the attention in his pow- 
er to gine to his observations, he could not 
3 





comprehend whether he gave it as his opi- 
nion, that after this bill should pass into a 
Jaw, the judge would have the same. dis- 
cretionary power in these cases, as he pos- 
sessed at present. If that were the true 
construction of the bill, he should not 
persist a moment. longer, nor have any ob- 
jection to withdraw his motion, which.would 
be rendered unnecessary, if the judge were 
not bound to-decide according to this law. 
If the house should think proper to do so, 
he should feel no reluctance to referring 
this bill, in its present form, to the twelve 
judges, and call upon them to'say, whe- 
ther it were declaratory of their opinions ? 
Tor his owm part, he could not find the 
rule so much iusisted on, in any of the 
books of law, except in cases where it had 
a reference to the proceedings of a court 
of equity; neither did he know of any au- 
thority on which the judges could have 
been induced to ground their exception, 
except that of a single case, to be found 
in the Reports of Jord chief justice 
Parker. The case he alluded to was, that 


of M‘Queen 7. Newman, in which it was 
held, that a witness was not bound to an- 
swer any questions, against which he would 
be protected in a court of equity. Lord 
Mansfield, through a long course of years 


maintained the same doctrine ; but his suc- 
cessor, lord Kenyon, denied even the exist- 
ence of the rule.. The same judge, how- 
ever, in a case of an arbitration, which af- 
terwards failed, decided on the trial of the 
cause in court, that the party was not 
bound to disclose any compromise he 
might have ofiered to make, under the 
circumstances of the arbitration. But 
hhowever these decisions might occasion- 
ally bave varied, of chis he was positively 
certain, and ready at any time to maintain, 
that according to the genius and principles 
of the old law of England, a witness was 
no more compellable to confess a debt 
than he was to confess a felony. Were it 
otherwise, the consequence must be, that 
in acivil suit, a man might be obliged to 
disclose a former transaction, in which he 
was guilty of perjury, the effect of which 
might be to ruin him in his circumstances ; 
in many cases, even to affect his life. In 
treating of this subject, in his Commenta- 
ries, Blackstone observed, that the law was 
different on beth sides of Westminster- 
hall; for that the court of chancery de- 
cided one. way, and the court of king’s 
bench another; but he continued-to say, 
that be felt himself at a loss to.determine 
how this variance could be reconciled to the 


common sense of’ mankind. He, 
however, very far from being disposed ty 
agree to this observation of Mr. just 
Blackstone ; for, to carry it to its full ex. 
tent, it would tend-to destroy all disting, 
tion between courts of law and: courtgig 
equity. The apprehension. entertain 
heretofore upon this subjeet was, that th 
courts of law might one day carry thei 
as far as a court of equity; but the effey 
of the bill would be, to make them gp 
much farther. .As far as he was informe 
on the subject, no law yet made, ever j 
sed on a defendant the necessity of pp 
that his demand was not a just one; othe 
wise a man who had no evidence by whig 
he could enforce aclaim, might prove j, 
by the oath of the plaintiff himself, gir 
a full disclosure, and afterwards Subject 
him to the penalties of perjury, for not 
giving evidence against aimself; a principle 
which he believed was not to- be fougg 
in the judicial or municipal proceeding 
of any country. So far was it otherwig 
with us, that in all cases of felony, the 
judges were in the habit of cautioning wit 
nesses against making admissions, or giving 
any evidence which might eventually sub 
ject themselves to punishment. By theold 
law of England, until the reign of kin 
William, when it was abrogated, ama, 
even in actions of trespass, was liable 
amercement, for not obeyihg the kings 
writ; but no attempt was ever made, eva 
in former times, to-exact from any defeni- 
aut a confession of that disobedience whic 
would subject him to a pevalty. Theg 
neral rules of evidence, in common lay, 
were not governed by statutes, nor ly 
any analogy with the proceedings ofth 
courts of equity; for down to the statu 
of Henry VIII. no such thing as a cout 
of chancery was ever known to the lawsd 
England. Another bad consequence woul, 
in bis opinion, result from the law, asi 
was now proposed, which was, that fore 
purpose of enforcing it, the courts of le 
must, before their decisions upon sia 
points, be acquainted with the practiced 
the court of chancery, which every 0 
conversant with it must know, was onljl 
be learned in that court itself: thus th 
made the rules of common law courtspit 
formablé to those of another court, whi 
was not recognised, or even known, in lit 
at the time that these rules were establih 
ed. For all these reasons, he considett 
the objections offered, to be invalid, um@ 
it should be proved that the proviso! 





was unnecessary, 
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“The *Solicitor-General, in reply to ‘what 
was'asked by his’ right hon. anid’ learned’ 
ffend;”in' one ‘part of ‘his speech, “was 
happy iti beitig ‘able to! declare to’him'his 
decided opinion, that after this bill should 

4 into a law, the judges would: bevas’ 
wuclfat liberty to’ protect a ‘'witriess from 

disclosure; by omission of ‘the condi- 
tions of forfeiture, or any defect- of title 
td éstidtes, as they would be, if ‘there were 
nid sich‘Jaw'in existetice. ‘He ‘would’ not 
dime to’state, ‘that‘ ‘the ingenuity: of 
come gentlemen might not'devise a Case, 
bit‘his imagination was incapable of form- 
ing to"hitnselfvany, “in whieh'a ‘witnéss, if 
questioned “as-'to ‘atiy’ ‘defect of’ his ‘title, 
misht ‘not afiswer, iitider‘the sanction and 
loti of ‘the ‘court,’ * Ido not think 
myself dbliped, and therefore will’not an- 
swerianiy question, the’ effect of which may 
bé'to deprive mé of ‘tny estate”’ In‘ con- 
sidering’ the opitiions’ as delivered’ by the 
twelve judges, he did not find that there was 
any ote of them who stated; thatthe rules 


der the consideration of the house, was 
‘introduced in the lords; and after consi- 
idérable argument, negatived; and then’ 
they’send'it down to this house, and put 
them into the dilemma in which they now 
‘found themselves, It was evident, that the 
sattorney and 'solicitor-general were directly 
at’ variance on the point, and’ therefore be 
thought the bill ought not to proceed, éspe- 
cially as it was, in his opinion, altogether 
suntecessary. ‘Certain he was, that it would 
be'better the’ proviso should ‘stand, than 
that’ the bill should pass without it,-as it was 
the only'mode that could, with propriety, 
be adopted, 'to get rid of the objection.” 

Mr, Secretary For said, it had been his 
particular wish to hear the opinions of the 
learnéd gentlemen of Berit bet he 
rose to say any thing on the subject, and in 
having done so with' the utmost attention, 
he could not but say, that He differed® en- 
tirely ‘with the Tearied gent. who spoke 
last, who had certainly delivered his sénti- 
ments with great ‘force ‘and perspicuity, 


ofevidence in’courts of law’ Were to be | He was, for his own part, after every con- 


goveined “by atiy ‘reference ‘wlfatever ‘to 
thosé° of equity,’ but’ that’ they all main- 
taihed # contrary doctrine. | As'to the ne- 
oessity ‘of ‘this declaratory: bill,’ he ‘said it 
arosé from: the uncertainty which prevailed 
upon’ the’subject, from the sentiments ex- 
pressed by ‘sonie’ of ‘the judges; ‘atid he 
considered that ‘necessity to be increased 
by the’ authority of his right hon. and 
learned friend (the master of the rolls), 
who'seemed to concur in ‘the ‘opinions of 
the ‘ninority: ‘It’ was some’ satisfaction, 
however, to: reflect, that; to the 8 judges, 
whtse’ opinion was in favour of the obliga- 
tiowon witnesses to answer such questions 
asnight Afterwards subject them: to civil 
process, were’ to be added the authorities 
also “of the "present and’ late ‘lord chancel- 
lor:'s0' that ‘of the persons who ‘must be 
cotisidéred as best qualified ‘to decide, 
there were 10°who maintained, that wit- 
hess€s could not protect themselves fom 
answering such questions, ‘against only 4 
who'seemed to hold’a different opinion: 
Mr." Perceval said,’ he thought it would 
be much ‘better ifthe bill had‘ not been 
light in, and very much ‘to ‘be desired 
that’ it should not pass. It was ‘a great 
pity the other house did not put the ques- 
tion to the learned judges, in order to know 
aeekely, what: the exceptiotis were ‘to 
ich ‘they ‘alluded in ‘their sevéral opi- 


hions,” Instead of this, ashe had been in- 
formed, ‘a’ similar: proviso to that now un- 


sideration he had been able to giye thé 
subject, decidedly ‘in favour of the bill; 
but he agreed entirely with his learned 
friénd near him(the solicitor-general), that 
it ought not to’pass with the proviso. He 
thought, at the same time, that what this 
bill declared, ‘was not the precise opinion 
of the majority of the judges; but what 
had been said in the course of the present 
debate completely convinced him, that the 
bill ought to pass; for when there was so 
great a difference in opinion among men of 
euch high authority as the judges, and also 
among gentlemen so learnéd in both the 
théeory’and practice, as the right hon. gent. 
(the master of the rolls), as well as the 
other learned gentlemen who had delivered 
their opinions on the subject, he thought it 
Was high time the law should be made 
clear, and no doubt left remaining on the 
subject. He’ observed, that great stress 
had been laid on the words used by the 
learned judges in delivering their opinions ; 
namely, that in speaking to the point in 
question, they say, ‘* generally,” or, “ ge- 
nerally speaking,” a man is compellable 
to answer; though he may, by so doing, 
render himself liable to a civil suit. Bur 
he could not suppose they meant otherwise, 
by the words “generally speaking,” than that 
he was compellable to answer, leaving it to 
be determined by the judges, whether this 
civil suit were of that nature as onght to 
bring him’ within any of the exceptions tu 
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which they had many of them referred, but 
which, unfortunately, had not:.been ex- 
plained. The question, howeyer, now was, 
whether the doubt which prevailed should 
be removed, and he thought it could not be 
done too soon. The opinion of the-right 
hon. aud learned gent. (the master of the 
rolls), seemed to him to be, in a great. de- 
gree, warped, by adverting to the practice 
of the court in which he so very ably pre- 
sided, but which, it was to be recollected, 
was a court of equity, the rules of which 
were Very different from those of the com- 
mon law. The right bon. gent.’s argu- 
ment went to impugn the opinions of the 
majority of the judges; but, highly as he 
thought of the right hon. gent.’s abilities, 
he did not think he should be justified in 
allowing himself to set it up against the 
opinions of the majority of the judges, who 
had, by their superior knowledge and abili- 
ties in the profession and practice of the 
law, raised themselves to the first stations 
of authority in it, and gave those opinions 
in the most serious and solemn manner, on 
a@ most important occasion. For his own 
part, he was clearly of opinion, that the 
majority of the judges were right in the 
decision, they had come to; buthedid not 
mention his own sentiments, as of the va- 
lue of a feather, in aid or support of what 
had been delivered by them. Then, said 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Fox), comes the 
question, whether the courts of law are to 
be sent to enquire into the merits of the 
subject, from the court of chancery? He 
was, he owned, very much surprised, that 
any such doctrine could have been held, 
or even conceived. It was well known, 
the courts of law were much more ancient 
than that of equity; and had rules by which 
they were governed, before the court of 
equity was ever known in this country; 
and he believed Jord Holt, or any of 
the great and learned judges who presided 
in the courts of law, both before and after 
him, would have been startled at being 
told, they were to apply to. a court of equity 
for rules, by which they were to proceed in 
the courts of law. But the right hon. and 
learned gent. had said, he didnot send you 
to a court of equity, he only travelled with 
you there; but he did not see, for his own 
part, what the court of equity could possi+ 
bly, in point of fairness, have to do with 
the question at all. He had looked over 
the papers containing the opinions of the 
judges, and he believed there was not ih 
any of them the smallest allusion made to 
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‘a court.of equity. He had no doubt but 
‘the learned judges had. formed their opi» 
nions on the general principles of the com, 
mon law of England, and not with the 
smallest analogy or reference to a court of 
fequity. He thought, therefore, no 
‘would wish for this proviso, if: the bj 
could pass withoutit. He had not had the 
advantage of hearing, the opinion of the 
judges delivered, but he should be. glad ta 
know, if their opinion, were, asked, ag to 
this proviso, if any, one of them, even. 
those wha were in the minority, would:bs 
in favour of this provigo,?, He believed nog, 
on the contrary, he, was almost certain they 
would be against it toa man, as tendingtg 
infringe on the line and rule.of, their ow, 
conduct, and, to subject them, to, 
guidance of the rules of another, court, 
very different from their own, both in point 
of principle. and practice., It, had beeq 
mentioned by some hon, member, that: this 
proviso had been introduced intothe houseof 
lords, and partly adopted, by them, but, tha 
it had afterwards been rejeeted ; this to bim 
appeared very extraordinary, that the hous 
of lords, immediatelyafter they, had recei 
the opinions of the judges, and, while they 
were warm in their recollection ef :them, 
should adopt this proviso, and should after, 
wards, without any particular reason; being 
assigned for it, proceed in so contradictory 
a way, as to rejectit. If this argument 
preved any thing, it was that. the, lords 
were clearly of opinion, that the proviso 
ought not to be part of the bill, becausgit 
militated against the opinion of the majo 
rity of the judges, which ought also.to weigh 
materially with that house. If the,casgof 
a purchaser for a valuable considergtign, 
without notice, be allowed, it might pets 
haps be better to insert the proviso ; bytit 
did. not appear to him, from all he had 
heard on the subject, that it ought to,be, 
and the right hon, and learned gent had 
not stated any other exception. ‘The house 
would, however, cabl.to mind, that,when 
the judges delivered their opinions, in, the 
house of lords, they were serious. Th 
did not conceive it’to be. a light or trivial 
point, and when they said “ generally,’ 
they meant, he was well satisfied, “ solely.’ 
He hoped, therefore, the house of com 
mons would consider whether the psovis 
was necessary; and: if they should be, 
opinion that it was so, he, for one, W 
much rather the bill should notpass at, 
Mr. Jervis. said, that when be came te 
the house, he was rather under an wnprer 
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sign on his: mind, that the bill required, 
gme modification ; but from the arguments 
he hed heard, and particularly those which 
had just been delivered wath so much 
force.and eloquence, by the right hon. 

the had entirely altered his opinion ; 
and upon more minutely looking into the 
yords of the proviso, he. thought it con- 

ined no more than the opinion of the 
majority of the judges: as such ke should 
certainly. vote against it. 

Sir V. Gibbs said, that he thought the 
yguments of the right hon, secretary. of 
gate were extremely. forcible, and they had. 
completely convinced, him that the bill 
would be tarbetter without the proviso. Noe 
thing could, be more clear to bim, than that 
thejudges of the common law should not 
be obliged to. refer for rules to a. court of 
gqity, for, as had been most ably ene, 
forced, the common law existed long be- 
fofea court of equity was ever known or 
heard.of. ‘The court of equity was. origi- 
nally,instituted for the purpose of softening 
the rigour and severity of, the common law, 
thecourts of which bad always. been go- 
yermed: by their own rules, ‘The court of 
equity;had unquestionably taken rules from 
thecourts of common law, because it was 
indispensably necessary.to them, but ithad 
always been, the reverse in the courts of 
commion law, the judges of which had 
wiiformly been governed by their own 
tules,. Another reason which induced him 
todisapprove of the proviso, was, that the 
billideclared what the opinion of the majo- 
tity.of the judges was, and they, in delivering 
those opinions, bad not, im anyone in. 
stance, referred to the rules. of equity. 
Hethought that, fromthe expression *‘ ge- 
nerally speaking,” the judges did. not lay 
down the rule universally; but, as. the 
douse. were now about to declare the law, 
they should: be extremely careful not to do 
%; contrary to the opinion of the majority 
of the judyes,—-The question was then put, 
and the proviso, negatived. ’ 
.[Minirary Opinions RELATING TO 
mt Agmy.] Mr. Korke, pursuant to no- 
tice Tose to bring forward, his) promised 
motion for the production, of ‘* Copies of 
all/Military Opinions in writing as may 

been. given, in consequence-of a re- 


“quisition from his. majesty’s government, 


WM the, subject of recruiting the Army in 
» by, enlisting for a. term.of, years,” 
Heihad, he said, flattered himself with the 
expectation, that ne objection would have 
made by his majesty’s ministers to the; 
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cessary to. the information of the house, in 
order to.evable them to discuss the prin 
ciple proposed by the right hop. gent. for 
enlisting soldiers for limited periods, and 
consequently to determine on the propriety 
of its adoption. He understood now, 
however, that there were some. objections 
for which he was at aloss to account, when 
he considered the repeated professions, 
made by his majesty’s ministers, of: thei» 
desire and readiness to. give. the house: the 
fullest information upon every subject;.and 
more especially upon one which involved 
the vital interests of the country, and! pes+ 
haps, the future, existence: of our armys 
However necessary.he thought the. producs 
tion of those opinions, as documentsefop 
the, better information: of the house, hedid 
not mean, to say the house: should: be ens 
tirely guided by those opinions; but he did 
hope, that the, house would, not. finally:de» 
cide.upon a question of suck magnitude; 
without consulting the opinions of generat | 
officers, whose experience in the: militi.. - 
service. must render them competent: w 
give the. most. important and necessary ad= 
vice upon the» subject. Theonly:reason 
he had yeti heard from his majesty’s nsini+ 
sters, for the adoption. of: a principle: so 
perfectly; new to. the British: service, was, 
that the. principle had: been long, adopted 
in other services on the continent: of Eu» 
rope; but he had good reason to believe; 
that there.was no service in Europe where 
limited enlistments prevailed, without pre+ 
serving. also some. principle of conscrip+ 
tion; and that it was the uniform custom 
of those services, at the expiratiomof such 
terms of enlistment, not to discharge 2 
man until the completion of the: army. te 
its full complement was ascertained: On 
this fact he had the authority of: the: late 
British quarter-master-general, in ‘whose 
hands he saw. a very long detailed. docu 
ment of the. principle pursued im-the Au. 
strian, armies upon this head, Whether 
this document would be laid: before the 
house or not, he was unable to tell; but 
surely the house ought at least. to: be fur- 
nished -with the opinious of the officers of 
our army, which. were, the. best: authos 
rities parliament could; resort. to.» Such 
Opinions, he understood, had. beem given 
to his majesty’s. ministers, and. sures 
ly they ought to bei laid: before. the 
house. In those opinions he understood 
there was somejdifierence; some. were: in 
favour of, and others; opposed: to, the 
principle. of limited enlistments; how the 
valance preponderated he could not tell : 
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but ifthe opinions of eminent: military 
men were thus. at: variance, it was a still 
stronger argument to prove the:necessity 
of extreme caution on’ the part of the 
house, how, at a moment lke the present, 
it should: be induced to adopt the princi- 
ple which must change the whole consti- 
tution. of our army, for the sake of an 
unnecessary experiment, ‘which must be 
extremely, hazardous to the interests of the 
service, and pregnant with the greatest 
danger to the country. | He understood the 
objections against his motions were, gthat 
the documents: for which he intended to 
move, were considered as confidential com- 
munications which ministers could not dis- 
close: without a breach ef. their duty, The 
same kind of answer might' be opposed to 
any other motion for documents, the cor- 
respondence of an ambassador, the terms 
of atreaty, or, in short, any. other paper 
parliament might deem necessary for its 
information... But if his majesty’s ministers 
did ‘not:chuse to communicate the informa- 
tion he required in:the form he proposed, 
he should hope it would be laid before the 
house:in some !other shape; suppose that 
of a report, or that they would not object 
to theexamination of those officers at the 
bary of»the: house. «For surely ity was ‘of 
high» importance, when the house was 
called.on to. enact a principle so revolting 
to’ the established usage of the army, to 
have for its: guidance.the opinions of’ mili- 
tary men who had themselves ‘commanded 
regiments ;owho had: lived amongst: their 
soldiers ;:-who consequently knew their ha- 
bits, their sentiments, and feelings, . and 
were: therefore competent: ‘to ‘advise what 
was ‘bests:/to' be done; instead of ta- 
king the opinions of young generals, who 
had not an experience of similar intimacy 
withthe: soldiers; ‘and who, though no 
doubt, ata future day, they might contri- 
bute, by their prowess, to the honour of 
the 'service, andithe glory of their country, 
had not yétisufficidnt experience: to rendet 
their opinions.very decisive ona subject of 
this delicate and important nature. ‘Though 
the opinions of many general officers were 
given.on the. subject,there. were others of 
great experience, whose opinions, if they 
were asked, by some accident. were not 
communicated. Among.-them were, lord 
Cathcart, lord Hutchinson, and general 
Prescott.::: But -he hoped, the right hon. 
gentsowould not think of proceeding to the 
eonclusion of his plan,’ without taking the 
epinigns of all military officers of :experi- 
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ence'in thekingdom. ‘The right honygeng: 
concluded by moving, for “ Copies of aij 
Military Opinions in writing ay may-haye 
been given, in consequence of a requisitioy 
from his majesty’s government, on'the gui 
ject. of recruiting the army in future, iby 
enlisting for a term of years.” Coy bay 
- General Walpole said, there was‘a short 
answer to the -argament of the 'r 
hon. gent., that: the principle of weqy 
listing soldiers, in- general and even coly 
nial service, for limited and short periods, 
was new. to the British service. -Onithg 
contrary, so far from being new, it ‘way 
neither unusual nor unfrequent. » It /hag 
been done in the seven-years war; it-haq 
been done in the American war, when mep 
were enlisted ‘for aterm of only yeary 
and ‘the number of men raised ‘after the 
adoption of this’ measure, far exceeded 
what had been: raised prior to: ite He 
could not therefore see’ what necessity 
there existed for calling for opinions oma 
subject, the merits of which had been ak 
ready decided by experience. To 
Mr. Secretary Windham observed, ’ that 
the impatience of ‘the right hon. gent. that 
night for the production of the" paper 
which he moved“for, was pretty much of@ 
piece with the ‘eagerness which’ had pre 
vailedion otlier points, with a view toam 
ticipate the premature discussion of sul 
jeets not before the house. ‘The question 
to which the ‘motion and the argument éf 
the riglit-hon, gent. that night were} direé 
ted, was not before the house; and whien 
it should be brought -forward, the’ hous 
should: certainly have the full benefited 
those opinions to which the right hon, in 
had alluded; He. was, however, ‘a’ little 
surprised that-the right hon. gent., in’ his 
speech on the subject, had not been'ablew 
anticipate some part-of the objections likely 
to be urged against his motion : and, Coir 
sidering the tenacity of gentleaien on the 
other side of the house, on the subject dl 
producing papers moved for, whem they 
were in office, the endeavour to ‘press the 
production of those documents moved for 
that night, was rather an unfair attempt 
to place his majesty’s ministers in avey 
awkward and: unpleasant situation, “ 
right hon. gent, taust certainly admit, ‘thi 
however it might be the wish’ of ministet 
to comply with the motion of ‘any membé 
for the production of documents in» theit 
possession, in order to the fullest inform 
tion of the house, yet, that. there wet 
often papers. which those in office must 
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fecl it'their duty to keep back ; and, though 
the inference drawn by the’ right hon. 
t- on the present occasion was not a 
just one, yet it might be, that the. pa- 
now to be withheld, were so with- 

held against the inclination and wishes of 
his majesty’s ministers. " For bis own part, 
however, he would candidly own, he made 
no'such sacrifice, baving no wish:on the 
" gubject, one way or the other. But though, 
for the reasons he should hereafter state, 
he might deem it necessary to withhold 
those papers from the right hon. gent., he 
could assure him, so far from being deci- 
sive in favour of his ideas, that, in point of 
number and authority, they were so much 
at variance, and the balance so evenly 
poised, that it was difficult to decide which 
way the preponderance prevailed; but, 
upon the whole, he thought it rather in 
favour of the principle of limited enlist- 
‘ment. There were received the opinions 
of 14 military officers; 6 were rather in 
favour of the right hon. gent.’s opinion ; 
7 decidedly ia favour of his own ;- and one 
might be held disputable : but he thought 
the claim for authority lay on his own side. 
These opinions were applied to three dis- 
tinct points, as to the probable operation 
ofthe principle: Ist, as to its effeet on en- 
‘listments ; 2dly, as to its effect on disci- 
pline; and 3dly, as to its effect on colo- 
nial service. Now, 3 out of the 6 who 
favoured the opinion of the right hon. gent. 
thought the principle -would have no in- 
jurious effect on the service, and that it 
certainly must operate to increase recruits: 
others said, it was impossible but it should 
produce some advantages, and must cer- 
tainly give to the army a better order of 
men; some, again, said it was inexpedient ; 
and others, that it should not be tried in 
time of war. This, then, being the state of 
Opinions on each side, the house would 
judge whether his majesty’s ministers 
could have any other possible motive: for 
withholding those documents, than a sense 
of duty; besides, what advantage could 
they have in withholding them ? or of what 
use Could they be to the house if ihey were 
promulgated ? for they could only prove 
that military men, equally respectable in 
_ authority, differed in opinion on the subject. 
It was not a very pleasant thing for minis- 
ters to be called on publicly to commu- 
nicate the confidential opinions of military 
officers, privately given for the information 
and guidance of the commander in chief, 
# to the best. probable means of increasing 
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the ‘public force; and ‘though certainly 
great occasions might occur in which such 

a délicacy might be overruled by the ur 
gent necessity of the case, yet he did not 
conceive the present ari occasion that 
called for such a communication: nor 
would it be the most»candid or. delicate 

treatment of those military’ officers, to 
publish to parliament and to the country, 
without their consent, or any information 
to them of such a purpose, the private and 
confidential opinions so ‘given. Such a 
procedure might have a very serious effect 
upon the future communication between 
military officers and their commander in 
chief, on other occasions, and might be 
productive of very disagreeable consequen- 
ces, and was certainly not desirable for 
adoption, when not absolutely necessary. 
Beside, even if the letters were laid before 
the house, it would only lead to a coms 
parison of opinions and authorities, ex 

tremely unpleasant to gentlemen on both 
sides ; neither would it give the house a 
single fact or opinion, that it did not know 
already, and which had: not already been 
urged on both sides of the-question. Was 
it, then, worth while, for the sake of any 
advantages the house could possibly hope 
to derive from the production of those pa 
pers, to forego such obvious objections as 
he had stated? The same objections would 
apply to the project of calling military 
men to be examined at the bar of the 
house; every gentleman who might have a 
favourite general, upon whose talents~he 
built ‘his own reliance, would start up in 
his place, reject all other authority, and 
ask why HE was not consulted ?: The right 
hon, gent. had made some allusion to 
young and unexperienced military come 
manders : he knew not whether he had any 
particular individual in his eye; but cere 
tainly it was not upon the opinion of one, 
two, or three general officers, that the 
measure was founded, but upon the broad 
principle of general consultation, and no ' 
preference given to individuals, as if to 
artisans who had served their apprentice- 
ships to the art and mystery of recruiting. 
But, if there were no other reason than 
the difference of opinion which had already 
been evinced by military men,: those rea. 
sons were sufficient to justify him in ops 
posing the motion. As to the general 
principle of the measure, it was not now 
before the house;. and it would be time 
enough to discuss that anotherday. He 
could not aveid remarking something very 
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whimsical in thé right hon. gent.’s alluding 
to a document, asan authority on this ocea- 
sion, which was, in fact, no authority at 
all; namely, a detail of arrangements in 
the: Austrian service. Hoping, however, 
that he had convinced the house of the 
mutility, as well: as the impropriety of a 
compliance withthe motion, he should now 
conclude by voting against it. 

Mr: Yorke, in explanation, said, that the 
only reason why he alluded to the docu- 
ment respecting the Austrian service was, 
because the usages of continental service 


had been pleaded by the right hon. gent. in|- 


support of his plan. 

General Tarleton was ready to acknow- 
ledge, that the principle of the right hon. 
génts’s plai in theory, appeared fasci- 
nating; but he vas of opinion that it was 
totally impracticable as to any useful effect : 
more especially for colonial service. The 
right hon. gent. had stated, thatthe opinions 
of eminent military men were at variance 
upon the question, and that 6 thought one 
way; and 7 the other. It wasextremely 
necessary; however, for the house to know 
what were the nature and form of the 
questions proposed to these officers. ‘I'he 
right hon, gent. admitted, the questions 
were privately put, and that the answers 
also were private and confidential ; but it 
was extremely necessary to scan those 
#pinions, and to compare them with the 
questions in answet to which they were 
given, _ For, when the right hon. gent. said 

_ that officers disagreed, he wished to know 
the mode of the questions put, as states- 
men sometimes put questions to military 
men in 4 Way to elicit an answer applicable 
to their own purposes. The right hon. 
gent. said, the answers were confidential, 
and that the promulgation of them to the 
house would excite jealousies. To this he 
would reply; then examine those officers 
at the bar; and if it was imagifted by any 
man they were afraid or unwilling to have 
sHeir opinions known, he must know little 
of thatembtlation which pervaded the breast 
of every. military commander, and which 
waé the lifé and soul of the army. But, 
with respect to the questions put fo those 
Sfheers, bé shtewdly suspected they did 
not proceed from the horse-geards, as from 
the authority of the commander m chief, 
but from some of those civil-military gen- 
themen who had of late assunied the ma~ 
nagemént of the army. With réspect to 
thie argament of delicacy in communica- 
ting the opimions received, he thought it 
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superseded by a paramount duty to i 
house and the occasion. He was willj 
admit what had been said by an hoy 
general early in the debate, that recri 
were enlisted towards the close of ty 
American war for 3 years, or during the jp 
and he had no objection to take as mg 
recruits as could now be raised upon 
same principle ; but from what he knew¢ 
the spirit of this country, he was conivingy 
that not 1000 mén extraordinary would 
produced in 12 months, by enlistiient fj 
limited periods. 
Mr, Secretary For observed, that th 
questions put to those military officers, ang 
which produced those opinions, were no 
propounded by his niajesty’s preset 
ministets, as insinuated by the hon. gent, 
they had been put by the commaiiderig 
chief during the continuance of the lay 
administration, and the balance of opinig 
reflected great honour on that illustriog 
personage, as it shewed that he was te 
rous of obtaining fair and impartial infop 
mation on the subject. ; 
Lord Castlereagh said, he remenibertl 
some of those questions had been pit 
during the administration of his right hoi, 
friend ; but he did not recolleet that tht 
answers communicated to them were givét 
in sucha way, generally at least, as toim 
ply any thing secret. Two or threed 
them might, he said, have been marked oh 
the covers * confidential ;” and thought 
was ready to admit that great delicayy 
ought to be observed with respect to sect 
and confidential communications, if i 
should appear, upon a view of the conteti 
of such communications, that they were d 
that nature, yet there was no other 00h 
sideration in the present case which coil 
justify the refusal of their produetiit 
Some few of those letters might have bétt 
written in a manner which shewed the mr 
ters never apprehended they would & 
made public: but the rest were writ 
in a regular official form, as if intended 
meet any purpose to which governmell 
should think it necessary to apply the 
He should therefore advise, that thi 
letters of a contrary description should ® 
sent back to the officers who wrote they 
im order for such correction as they m 
deem necessaty, with a view to prep 
them as documents for the public 
circumstances should render it necessiiy 
and he also thought it would not be adv 
ble to lay any of those letters befo 
house, contrary to the wishes of the of 
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who wrote them. But he thought, how- 
ever, it was necessary that their opinions 
should be laid before parliament, as well 
with a view to the satisfaction of the house, 
as for the vindication of his majesty’s late 
ministers, by shewing that they bad omit- 
ted no consideration, nor neglected any 

of their duty, with respect to the great 
pose of national defence. If they had 
not consulted a variety of authorities, and 
seen the various views in which the subject 
wasconsidered by men of talents and ex- 
perience, they could not have been ena- 
bled to form a decisive judgment upon a 
topie so extensive and complicated. But 
from what he had been able to observe, on 
a comparison of those different opinions 
onthe two distinct branches of service, 
local and general, he should deduce the 
preponderance of opinion quite different 
from what it had been stated by the 
tight hon. gentleman. The noble lord 
considered the measure of enlistment 
proposed, as one of the most delicate and 
important that ever that house was called 
upon to decide; and heconjured the house 
to proceed with the utmost caution, in the 
novel situation in which his majesty’s mi- 
nisters now attempted to place it, by cal- 
ling upon it to depart from the long-estab- 
lished principles upon which our army was 
constituted, and to dictate to, and restrict 
the crown, in the exercise of that prero- 
pative, which constitutionally belonged to 
it, in the mode and management of recruit- 
ing the regular army. 

Lord Henry Petty said, he felt a right to 
regard with some surprise the declaration 
ofthe noble lord, that he could see no ob- 
jection to the production of the papers 
how moved for, when during 3 years past 
that this subject had so frequently been a 
topic of discussion, he had never thought 
the production of them necessary to en- 
lighten the understanding, or guide the 

berations of parliament. An hon 
general (Tarleton) had evinced much anx- 
iety to: learn in what form the questions 
Were put, to produce those opinions: 
Whatever it was, was not now very material; 
tm from what had that night fallen in the 
course of debate, the house would see that 
the question did not arise out of any mea- 
sire or proceeding now proposed. But 
er answers might have been: pro- 
iced, and however necessary the house 
might deem the opinions of military men, 
towards: its own geveral information upon 
*topic'of this-sort, it was not probable. it 
Vox. VI, 
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would so fur depart from the dignity of its 
own character, asto be guided implicitly and 
entirely by such opinions, as to what mea- 
sures it should ultimately adopt; or that, 
surrendering or abandoning its own judg- 
ment, it would put the enacting question, 
aye, or no? to any military officer who 
might be examined at its bar, as to what 
measure that house might deem proper to 
enact. The noble lofd seemed to think 
that the house of commons; in legislating 
regulations for the army, or limiting the 
duration of enlistments, assumed a power 
extremely new, and trenched unconstitus 
tionally on the prerogative of the crown, 
But if ever there was a question on which 
the house could more properly, or ought 
moreeffectually to consider and legislate, it 
wasthiss Did the noble lord forget, that the 
power not only was not new or uncom- 
mon for the house of commons to exercise, 
but that it did actually, and of-constitu- 
tional right assume and exercise it every 
year; in the passing of a mutiny bill? by 
which bill the army, for whatever length 
of time it might have been enlisted by the 
crown, could only exist from year to year, 
and must, de facto, be disbanded at the 
end of each year; if that bill was not re- 
newed; and therefore the house in legis- 
lating for the army on this occasion, acted 
upon a constitutional right, which no man 
could now questions However necessary 
it might be thought to consult military 
opinions upon an arrangement like that 
proposed by his right hon. friend, he 
thought that the house, instead of being 
guided’ by those documents now ealled for, 
would act in a manner more becoming its 
own dignity, and more effectual for the 
public service, by exercising the judgment 
of its own members, taking the opinions, 
ina parliamentary way, of military men on 
both sides of the house, and consulting 
without doors the opinions of military 
officers in the circle of their acquaintance, 
and coming prepared, with the best infor- 
mation they could obtain, to discuss the 
subject fully. 

Mr. Canning; in reply to what had fallen 
from the noble lord, said, that his friend, 
the late chancellor of the exchequer, had 
indeed, at one time, expressed himself in 
favour of limited service; but that he had 
afterwards satisfied his mind, that it was 
not expedient to bring forward such a 
ineasnre, and, on that account, one of the 
opinions that he had caused+to be collected 
were laid before the house. In the present 
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case, he should ask, was it not a proper 
course, in order to form a sound judgment 
on the subject, for the house. to obtain the 
best information from persons, whose prac- 
_tical knowledge of the army rendered them 
better able to judge, than those whose 
opinions could .only be. formed on specu- 
lative grounds? He conjured the house to 
pause, before they sanctioned what would 
amount to a complete revolution in the 
military system, or adopted a measure from 
which, if it should fail, there would be no 
retreat. . He could not frame to himself 
_any, valid objection to the present. motion. 
All that was asked was, merely the pos- 
session of those means of information on 
which the hon. gentleman had founded his 
plan. . Let the authorities and opinions be 
as numerous as was consistent with conve- 
nience, but let not the house be called on 
to decide before they have the means 
of forming a judgment. If it should ap- 
pear, that the opinions of military men 
were nearly equally balanced on the sub- 
ject, he should consider this as a sufficient 
reason for rejecting this new plan, and 
remaining as we were, It was dangerous 
to alter what was already well, and parti- 
cularly by the adoption of a new project, 
the consequences of which it was impos- 
sibleto foresee. . It was amusing, he said, 
to compare the professions of ministers 
with their practice. ‘The right hon. gent. 
‘concluded, by saying, that a story had been 
related by one of his majesty’s ministers 
(lord H, Petty), on producing the budget, 
of anold Roman moralist, who had wished 
to build his house in such a style of archi- 
tecture, that every person might see irito it. 
Like this man’s house, the transactions of 
the present ministers were to be; but he 
was inclined to believe, that the architec- 
ture of the house was not Roman but 
’ Gothic, and that it was only remarkable for 
its huge windows excluding the light, and for 
its narrow passages that led to nothing. 
Lord De Blaquiere said, that every thing 
was of moment which branched out of this 
important subject, or he should have 
thought the present discussion scarce 
worthy ofnotice. It was with concern he 
differed with so many of his friends, but 
upon a point which had engaged his atten- 
tion for the best years of his life, he could 
make a compliment of his understanding 
(slender as it might be) to no person 
' whatsoever. It had been stated, that with 
a limited service, the army could not be 
supported; but he was of opinion, that, 
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without it, they could not obtain an ef 
cient force. The plan, as proposed, wy 
treated as novel and hazardous ; but ityy 
no such thing. In 1759, he was employs 
to raise the 17th light dragoons, andag hp 
saw no law against raising men fora limita 
time, he raised them for 3 years. In] 
their time was out, and he then enlist 
the whole regiment, which was quarter 
at Coventry, with the exception of two men, 
for a bounty of two guineas each, | He 
afterwards enlisted them a third time, whey 
they went to America, and fought lik 
lions,. Upon the great principle of th 
thing, it was his misfortune to differ ep. 
tirely from what had generally been laid 
down. ‘Training men to arms, putting 
them in array, aud leading them to battle 
was the province of the military man, h 
all movements of the army, in all projecy 
for annoyance or defence, it was to th 
generals of the army you ought to defer, 
but for the purpose of finding men to create 
that army, was by no means the proving 
of the military officer, it was as he com 
ceived of that resort, which called espe 
cially for the interference and assistanceal 
those who were most acquainted with the 
statistical powers of the country, those who 
were best acquainted with the means from 
whence these sources could be derived, it 
was the province not of the soldier, but 
the statesman ; not of the counsel of wat, 
but the counsel of state ; which was that 
house. It had been said, that to attempt 
at such an innovation (to enlist men fora 
limited term) in time of war, might be 
fatal to the empire. Now, how was that? 
The farmer’s son, or his servant, goes to 
my right bon. friend, perhaps in a fital 
frenzy, or disappointment, and offers to a 
list for his life. He is met on the wayand 
told, his services are only desired for? 
years; will he refuse to enlist ? and shal 
this be called a military and a dangerous 
revolution, a plan which tends only, bit 
much more than any other which has yet 
been devised, to add strength to your 
ranks, to cement a nearer friendship ani 
connection between the soldier and hit 
officer, and to make the situation of th 
former, a state of comparative happines 
and comfort. The noble lord coneluded 
by saying, that there were some paris 
the bill which he did not admire, partic 
larly the crooked 6d. at the end of the 
week, e 
Sir James Pulteney wished, as the 6 
was almost new to the house, and 19: 
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éountry, to see the opinions of persons 
conversant with military affairs laid 
before the house. He had thought much 
on the subject, and yet he was con- 
yinced he should derive much information 
from their communications, The practice 
of enlisting for a term of years had indeed 
been partially introduced into the ‘army, 
but it had’ produced so little effect, as not 
to give much encouragement for its general 
application. Besides, though the practice 
was not new, yet there was a great dif- 
ference between that partial enlisting for 
time that had already been tried, and a 
general enlisting forthe whole army on the 
same principle. 

* Mr. W. Dundas was sorry to differ on 
this occasion from those gentlemen with 
whom he usually acted; but he could not 
consider the opinions that had been moved 
for, as proper for the public inspection. 
They had not been written for the purpose, 
or with the design of being communicated 
to the public. ‘They were of a private and 
confidential nature; and besides that the 
publication of them might wound the feel- 
ings of individuals, the public service might 
suffer detriment from such a measure, 


Much might transpire, that might be cal- |. 


culated to do public mischief. But though 
he deprecated their being laid before the 
house in their present form, they might 
yet perhaps be revised by those who had 
originally given them in, and in that state, 
with their consent, submitted to parliament. 

Mr. Yorke said, he had uo objection, 
with the permission of the house, to with- 
draw his motion, provided his majesty’s 
Ministers would give the house to under- 
stand, that they would take the opinion 
of high military authorities, for the purpose 
of laying them before the house. 

Mr Secretary For stated, that this was 
quite another question from the one that 
had been before under discussion, and re- 
quired time to consider how far it might 
beproper to assent toit. There was not 
single instance that he was dAvare of, in 
which parliament had resorted to military 
authorities, except with a view to retro- 
spective measures, If they were once to 
sanction the principle of calling for com- 
munications from officers to their com- 
mander in chief, it would cause a greater 
revolution in the army than the measure 
proposed by his right hon, friend. ‘Much 
had been said of altering the condition of 
the soldier ; but this would alter, in a very 
extraordinary way, the character of officers, 
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if their opinions confidentially communica 
ted to theircommander in chief, were after 
wards found to be called for by the house. 
He did not know whether it was contrary to 
the practice of that house to resort to mi- 
litary authorities for information, but he 
wished to know what had been the usage 
in former cases. Such a principle would 
place that house in a situation, different 
from that of the lords, who had 12 judges 
to consult; for it would give them 150 
generals to referto for information. He 
should vote against the motion, and if it 
should be brought forward in any other 
shape, he should then be ready to state his 
opinion with respect to it. 

Mr. Yorke contended, that when the 
subject of fortification, as planned by the 
duke of Richmond, was before the house, 
general officers had been consulted, and 
their opinions laid before the house. __. 

Mr. For replied, that there was a dis- 
tinction between an opinion given by-a@ 
board of officers, and that which was com- 
municated individually. The case referred 
to had been of the former description, and, 
therefore, was no precedent for the mea~« 
sure now proposed, 

Colonel Craufurd contended, that the ques- 
tion respecting the fortifications ofthe coun- 
try was a purely military one; whereas the 
question respecting the means of recruiting 
the army was not so. He thought it rather 
singular, that the measure of his right hon. 
friend should be represented as likely to 


‘cause a revolution in the state of the ar- 


my, when the principle upon which it was 
founded, was that upon which the defence 
of thecountry rested. The first act of the 
adininistration, of which the hon, gent. who 
brought forward this motion was a mem-= 
ber, was to call out the militia; to the num- 
ber of 90,000; the next was for raising a 
force of 50,000 men for the army of re 
serve. ‘These forces were raised for a limi- 
ted term, and to them the country was to 
look for its defence. And yet they were 
now told that the application of the same 
principle to the mode of raising the regular 
force, inferior in number, would cause a re- 
volution in the army. 

Mr. Perceval contended that the meas 
sures of the late administration had been 
eminently successful in supporting and in- 
creasing the military force of the country, 
and that there was no necessity for having 
recourse to new and untried experiments 
on a subject of so much importance. The 
new measure was of such a nature as called 





751} PARL. DEBATES, Apait 17, 180 


for the opinions of practical and experienced 
men ; but the right hon, secretary seemed 
so fond of theory, that he wished to ex- 
clude practice altogether. It was rather 
extraordinary, that his right hon. friend, 
now no more, (Mr. Pitt) had seen reason to 
alter that inclination which he had felt for 
the principle of limited service, from the 
very same cause that had confirmed the 
right hon. secretary in his original opi- 
nion. They had both had recourse to the 
opinions of military men, and had come 
to very different conclusions from those 
opinions. This should induce the house 
to call for the sentiments of experienced 
men. If such opinions were withheld ‘rom 
the house, the natural conclusion would 
be, that they were upon the whole unfa- 
vourable to the measure. 

Lord Temple contended that the case of 
resorting to the authority of military men, 
when the duke of Richmond was at the 
head of the ordnance department in 1786, 
was not at all similar to the present. The 
noble lord read an extract from the journals, 
to shew that the information in that case 
laid before the house, was only an extract 
from a report made by a board of officers, 
appointed by his majesty, who were respon- 
sible for their opinions. It was unconsti- 
tutional to refer to opinions such as those 
communicated in the manner by which 
those that were the object of the present 
motion were given in, and as there was no 
ee ah for examining officers at the bar 

f the house, on such subjects, he should 
Object to that course of proceeding also. 

Mr. Rose thought, that the subject on 
which a communication had been made to 
the house, when the duke of Richmond had 
been: at the head of the ordnance depart- 
ment, respecting the best mode of fortify- 
ing the dock-yards, was a more delicate 
question than the present, and argued that 
the papers ought to be granted. 

Mr. Calcraft contended, that there could 
have been no breach of delicacy, in laying 
before the house the report of officers ap- 
pointed to draw up their opinions upon a 
public opinion referred to them for consi- 
deration. The opinions under discussion 
stood upon different grounds, having been 
confidently communicated to the comman- 
der in chief, at his desire, to assist his own 

judgment. It had been said, that their 
‘ @pinions might be referred back to those 
who gave them, in order to their being 
produced in a more perfect form, But 
were they all in existence? Were they at 
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hand? Or was it convenient to do so? No 
pafliamentary ground had been laid for the 
motion, and he should therefore oppose it, 
—The question was then put on the mot; 
and negatived without a division, 
(ReresaLorAppitiona ForceBmy, 
Mr, Secretary Windham, brought up the 
bill for the repeal of the additional force 
bill of the 44th of his majesty. On the 
question that it be read a first time, 
General Tarleton begged to call the a 
tention of the house to the papers that had. 
been printed since the right hon, gent, had 
opened his sketch of the measures he had 
proposed to bring forward. These pape 
would shew that the bill, now proposed to 
be repealed, afforded the best means of ob. 
taining a supply for the army, as it was now 
in full force, and all the difficulties whichit 
had encountered were got over, He ho 
the house would interpose its authority 
to prevent the country from being depte 
ved of its effects. He called on gentlemen 
to examine these papers, in order to pre 
pare themselves for the debate on the 
reading of the bill. 
. Mr. Hawthorne concurred with the hon, 
general in hoping that gentlemen would 
come prepared to judge of the bill, after 
having read the papers on the table, which 
he was convinced would satisfy them that 
the bill bad completely failed. 
Mr. Pereeval recommended to the house, 
in his turn, an examination of these papers, 
because he was sure the result would be 
the reverse of what had been stated by the 
hon. member who preceded him, The 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) who had brought 
forward the measure, had stated last sem 
sion, that on the average of the 3 weeks 
preceding the 6th of March, that year, it 
had produced nearly 200 per week, and on 
the average of the 3 months preceding, it 
would produce 9 or 10,000 in the year 
And in the 50 weeksending the 14th of last 
March, it had produced above 9000 men 
In the Jast 15 weeks it had produced a 
average of 258 per week, which would give 
13,200 in the year; in the last 10 weeks 
an average of 277, or 14,600 in the yeat; 
and in the Jast five weeks, an average a 
356 per week, being at the rate of abort 
18,000 in the year; and this under all the 
.discouragements which interfered withib 
operation. They would also find by the 
papers, that the bill had not been ¢ 
in the first instance, because it had not 
been understood. When it had been & 
plained by the inspecting field officers, tht 
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result. had been to give renewed activity 
tothe bill. : 

‘Lord Temple thought the house obliged 
to the learned gent. for the course of 
reading he recommended; but was of 
opinion that they should adopt a more en- 
larged system of education. He begged 
the house would consider not so much the 
number of men raised, as the means by 
which they were raised, and the manner 
in which the bill had been received in the 
country. 

Colonel Craufurd observed, that the 
hon. gent. opposite seemed to assume that 
the whole of the men had been raised by 
the provisions.of the bill. He, on the 
contrary, was persuaded that not a man 
had been obtained but by means extra- 
neous to the bill, every one of whom 
would have been produced if no such bill 
had been in existence: 16 guineas bounty 
were given for the regular army ; 12 were 
given for this force, and 10 afterwards on 
entering the line, so that by this means the 
individual obtained a ey of 22 guineas. 
—The bill was then read a first time; 
and on the question that it be read asecond 
time, 

Mr. Canning gave notice, that on the 
May on which this bill should be fixed for 
a2d reading, he should move to defer that 
stage of the vill, till such time as the house 
should have an opportunity of judging of 
the measures to be eles forward by the 
right hon. gent. This bill was for the 
repeal of a measure, that afforded a re- 
source to a certain extent to provide even 
for the army. He did not mean to discuss 
the merits of that measure, but was sure 
the house would do right not to get rid of 
it until they should know what was to be 
substituted for it. The course he should 
take would be not. to get rid of the present 
bill, but to suspend its progress till they 
should be able to judge of the value of the 
Measures to be brought forward. The 
right hon. gent. appeared to have proceed- 
ed in an inverted order, by proposing to 
fepeal a. measure that afforded a resource 
toacertain extent, before he was prepa- 
ted to bring forward a substitute. He 
should not propose to defer the second 
reading of the bill beyond the present ses- 
sion, but for such a period as would 
allow the house an opportunity of judging, 
whether they were. to: look to any thing as 
4 substitute for the measure to be Ahrats 
but visions, projects, aud fancies. 

Mr. Secretary For left it to the good 
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sense of the house to determine how far the 
right hon, gent. was qualified, by the soli- 
dity of his understanding, to judge whether 
the measures of bis right hon. friend were 
mere visions, projects,and fancies. Ifhis right 
hon, friend had simply proposed the repeal 
of the bill, without proposing any project 
for the improvement of the military system, 
he should himself have thought the mea- 
sure a beneficial one, and he should be 
ready to discuss the question on that 
ground. He was satisfied that more men 
would have been obtained, if this bill had 
never been in existence, and that not @ 
single man had been raised in consequence 
of it, that would not have been procured 
by other means.—The bill was ordered to 
be read a second time on Tuesday next. 
SSS 

HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Friday, April 18. 
(ImpzacumMent or Lonp Metvitiz.} 
Mr. Giles, and several other members 
of the commons, brought up a message, 
containing a list of witnesses to be pro- 
duced in the trial of lord Melville, and re- 
questing that their lordships would take 
measures to summon such witnesses to at- 
tendon the 29th inst., and to bring with 
them such books, papers, and documents, 
as were marked against their respective 
names.—On the motion oflord Walsingham, 
a message was ordered to be sent to the 
commons, containing a compliance with the 
above request.—Lord Walsingham. also 
moved, that Mr. Wyatt should attend the 
house on Monday, to state what progress 
had been made in the preparations for the. 
trial of lord Melville, and when the fitting 
up of the court was likely to be finished, 
Ordered.—It was likewise ordered, that 
the lord chancellor should send letters to 
the peers of the blood royal, informing 
them of the day fixed for the trial of lord 
Melville, and requesting their attendance, 

= 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

; Friday, April 18. 
[Mixures.] New writs were ordered 
to be issued for the county of Wicklow, in 
the room, of the right hon. George Pon- 
sonby, who, since his election, had accept- 
ed of the office of lord high chancellor of 
Ireland ; and for the county of Galway, 
in the room of D. B. Daley, esq. who 
since his election, had. accepted the office 
of joint. muster-master-general of the for- 
ces in, [reland.—Mr. Giles moved, that a 
message be sent to the lords, with a list of 
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the names of the witnesses to be addu- 
ced for substantiating the charges against 
Tord Melville, and requesting of the lords 
.to issue their summons to such witnesses 
for their attendance on the said trial, on 
Tuesday, the 29th instant. Orered.—A mes- 
sage was afterwards received from the lords, 
stating that they had received the message 
from the commons, and had ordered the 
necessary summonses to be issued for the 
attendance of the witnesses, and also for 
bringing with them, and producing the pa- 
pers, books, and accounts set opposite to 
their names. 

{Ex-Parre CriminaL PRocEEDINGS 
Briu.] Mr. Serjeant Best rose, agreeably 
to notice, to move for leave to bring in a 
bill, for preventing all interlocutory or ex 
parte proceedings in criminal matters, from 
being published in newspapers. No man, 
he declared, had a greater disposition to 
support the liberty of the press than he had: 
none could more anxiously wish that that 
liberty should be extended to its utmost 
possible limits. No man, however, who 
was a friend to the press, on rational and 
liberal. principles, but would wish to see it 
kept within some fair and satisfactory 
bounds. It was well known that not a case 
occurred in which the evidence, supposing 
it to be even of the most unsatisfactory 
and doubtful nature, did not find its way 
into the newspapers, thereby prejudicing 
the public mind, and there was too much 
reason to suppose, often even that of the 
jury, who, it was to be feared, could not 
always divest themselves of the prejudices 
they had imbibed in consequence of those 
partial statements. The practice alluded 
to was acknowledged by most of his bre- 
thren at the bar to be improper and illegal ; 
and, in evidence that it was esteemed to 
be such, two editors of papers in the county 
of Sussex had lately been subjected to 6 
months imprisonment for a similar of- 
fence. It might be‘askéd, why, in such 
circumstances, bring in this bill? His an- 
‘swer was: because the law was not suffi- 
ciently known. Ithad been bis misfortune 
to be counsel in two cases in which com- 
plaints of this nature had been made to 
and. felt by him; the case of col. Des- 
pard, and the more recent one of Patch. 
In both of these cases it was submitted to 
him, in what way redress could be procured 
for the injury under which thé party was 
supposed to labour, His answer was, as) 
it would unquestionably be in any éther 
ease of the kind,—It was impossible that 
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any redress could be procured without jp. 
creasing the odium and suspicion’ which 
formerly existed against them. The attoy. 
ney-general, as the case now stood, could 
not properly complain, the law on thi 
point not being sufficiently explicit. Nei. 
ther he, nor the party likely to become the 
victim of this suspicion, being in a capacity 
to complain, the question was, Who could? 
The learned serjeant’s object was to give 
a penalty of 100/. to’ any person who 
would prosecute in such a case; and, a 
he knew the public to be so desirous of 
hearing statements of this kind, and pro. 
prietors of newspapers inclined to stand 
at no expence or trouble which could gra« 
tify the public curiosity, he proposed cons 
ferring a power of punishing a violation of 
the act by imprisonment. Not only were 
proceedings before magistrates, in cases of 
felony, improper subjects prematurely to 


meet the public eye, but there were also” 


cases which occurred in the courts in West- 
minster hall, to which it was his meaning 
that the present bill should extend, and 
which he conceived to be equally improper 
as ex parte statements. These were mo- 


tions for criminal informations. Such ap-: 


plications proceeded merely on affidavits 
on one side; and the facts, as appearing 
on the face of them, very frequently on 
proceeding to trial, turned out quite other- 
wise. It was, in such cases, highly im- 
proper that the observations of the judges 
on those ex parte and fallacious statements, 
should be read by persons called on, pro 
bably, afterwards, to decide on the merits 
of the case, and who thereby ran. every 
risk of having their sentiments,: on the 
subject’ perverted. His bill, therefore, 
went to restrain the publishing in news- 
papers, not only of cases of felony before 
magistrates, but of criminal informations 
moved for in Westminster hall, thereby 
preventing the statement of the one party 
from meeting the public eye till the case 
should fairly come before a judge and 
jury» He accordingly concluded by mo 
ving for leave to bring in a bill to prevent 
the publishing in newspapers of all ex parte 
and interlocutory criminal proceedings.— 
This motion was seconded by Mr. D. 
Erskine, and leave was given accordingly. 

[Arratrs or Inpta.] On the motion 
of Mr. Paull, two several orders of ‘the 
house of the 11th and 17th March, 1806, 
were read; the former, ordering the 
production of certain papers relative to 
Bhurtpore ;and the latter to Surat: and 
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some observations from Mr. Addington 
and Mr. Grant, ordered to be produced 
forthwith. . 
. Sir 4. Wellesley requested that the hon. 
gent. who was about to bring a charge 
against the marquis Wellesley, would state 
the distinct nature of the charge, and of the 
course of proceeding which he intended to 


adopt. y gts gs 

Mr. Paull replied, that it was his inten- 
tion on Tuesday, to lay the ground ofa 
charge against marquis W ellesley, for ex- 
travagant expenditure of the public money, 
‘and for having applied it to purposes of 
unnecessary splendour, contrary to an act of 
parliament. With regard to the course of 
proceeding, he did originally mean to 
move, that evidence be heard at the bar of 
the house in the first instance ; but he had 
heard strong objections to this mode by 
several members, who urged the propriety 
oflaying the charge before the adduction 
of proof, The hon. gent. was proceeding 
toread a passage in a printed report of 
a speech of Mr. Burke’s, on the impeach- 
ment of Mr. Hastings, in corroboration 


order by lord Temple, who protested 
against this as irregular. 
. Mr. Paull then proceeded to lay the 
ground of his motion, and stated, at some 
length, from papers, letters, and other 
documents, the circumstances of a treaty 
jentered into with the nabob of Furruckabad, 
soon after the arrival of the marquis Corn- 
wallis in India, and which was afterwards 
guaranteed by the East-India Co. The 
conditions of this treaty were, that the 
nabob should disband his own native 
troops, and be in future protected by a 
British force, for which he was to pay a 
subsidy of 50,000/. annually, out of a re- 
venue not exceeding 140,000/. ; and which 
treaty was faithfully observed by the nabob, 
up to the year 1801. After disbanding 
his own troops, this ptince was, of course, 
unable to resist any encroachments made 
upon his territories, except by the aid of 
the British force, which was to have pro- 
tected him from all his enemies. The hon. 
gent. then went on to state, that after the 
arrival of lord Wellesley, he took, for the 
titish government, contrary to the terms 
ofthe treaty, the tribute which was before 
paid to the nabob by the Rohillas. This, 
was authorized to say, was contrary to 
the wishes of 23 out of the 24 directors of 
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in India, he saw a dispatch from the secret 
committee approving of it. After this, 
some additional troops were sent to repel 
any attacks made upon the nabob, whea 
his subsidy was increased to 50 lacks of 
rupees, which was in violation of the ex- 
press stipulations of the treaty. It was 
therefore with surprize, that he heard a 
noble lord (Castlereagh) move, last session, 
for a paper containing an approbation of 
these proceedings, by the secret committee. 
Two of the persons made to sign this ap- 
probation, namely, Mr. Devaynes and 
Mr. Robarts, reprobated this conduct; as 
did also all the members of the court of 
directors, with the exception of one hon. 
baronet (sir ‘I’. Metcalfe). He then read 
several papers, to shew the mal-adminis- 
tration ofthe noble marquis in India, 
which, he said, had produced a loss to the 
company, of 7 million sterling. He then 
further said, that by the authority of the 
marquis, the nabob was sent for to Luck- 
now, for the purpose of signing an agree- 
ment, aid after his arfival, his seal was not 
to be found at his dwelling ; and he would 
engage to prove, that the same seal was 
afterwards found in the house of the British 
government, at Lucknow. He said, he did 
not stand forth as the sole accuser of the 
marquis Wellesley, and read an extract 
from a speech of Mr. Frdncis, upon India 
subjects, written and published by that 
hon. gent. himself, in which he accused 
the Bengal government of being the ag- 
gressors in the Mahratta war. With this 
confirmation in his favour, he would shortly 
conclude with saying, that the conduct of 
the noble marquis was commenced in in- 
justice, and terminated in oppression. He 
then moved fora Copy of the Treaty be- 
tween the nabob of Furruckabal, and the 
East-India Co., and guaranteed by the 
marquis Cornwallis, in 1787. 

Lord Castlereagh having been alluded to 
in the course of the speech,‘ thought it 
proper to set the hon. gent. right in @ 
mistake which seemed a strong feature in 
his argument, The hon. gent, expressed 
his surprise, that he should have. moved 
for a dispatch from the secret committee, 
approving of the conduct of the noble 
marquis; but if the hon. gent. thought to 
impress the house with the opinion, that 
that was the dispatch of the gentlemen, 
whose names he mentioned, he must sup- 
pose the house to be more ignorant of the 
course of these proceedings, than he would 





the East-India Co, ; though when he w.s 





aud itto be. The house was too well in- 
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formed not to know, that the dispatch was 
that of ‘the commissioners of the board of 
controul, and not of those who signed it, 
who could only act as the official and regu- 
Jar agents on the occasion. As to all the 
other subjects descanted on, they would 
remain for future consideration ; and, be 
only rose, for the purpose of rectifying 
the mistake of the hon. gent., as to that 
one particular fact. 

Mr. Paull explained, that what he stated 
to have excited his surprise, was, that the 
noble lord should call for such a paper, 
after he was fully apprised that the court 
of directors had protested against it. 

Lord ‘Castlereagh rejoined, in explana- 
tion, that what he called for, was the dis- 
patch of those to whom responsibility at- 
tached, which was not the case with the 
gentlemen who signed it. 

Mr. Hiley Addington said, that the hon. 
gent. might have saved himself much 
trouble, and the house a good deal of time, 
had he merely moved for the papers in 
question, without entering into such a long 
preliminary detail on the subject. He 
had not the slightest wish to oppose the 
gp agg of the papers; neither should 

say one word on the subject of the 
charges that had been advanced. He 
should only request the house to keep 
themselves free from every bias that might 
be produced by what had been said, and to 
sacrifice some time in investigating the do- 
cuments now moved for. 

Mr. Whitshed' Keene thought, that in the 
management of an immense empire like | 
India, it was possible that a governor-ge- 
neral might, for the salvation of the coun- 
try, be obliged, in some instance or an- 
other, to violate the strict letter of the 
law, and yet deserve the thanks of the 
country. He had himself been 38 years a 
member of parliament; he had heard al- 
most every thing that had been said 
in that house upon the affairs of In- 
dia, and had read all the documents that 

‘had been printed; and he thought that no 
member was qualified to vote a censure on 
the governor-general for any particular 
transuction, without having studied very 
much in detail the whole system of the 
Indian administration, and the various: 
treaties which were contracted with the 
native powers, and also the manner in 
which those treaties were observed by the 
native powers. 

' Mr, Francis said, that the particular appeal 
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made’ to-him, justified him in saying a few 


[boo 
words. As to the powers of the Commig 
sioners of controul, and the court of direg. 
tors, he had, when the bill was brought 
into the house in 1784, by Mr, 

particularly reprobated the absurdity an 
inconsistency which, even accordip to 
the present statement of the noble 5B 
(Castlereagh) it clearly involved. He wa 
not talking of the law as it was now, bit 
only meritioning what opinion he had piven, 
when it was a bill. What did it enact) 
Why, that the: ostensible power should fk 
first in 24 directors, next in three persons 
chosen from these as a secret committee, 
but that in fact it should be in neither, 
A controul might be necessary; and it 
might perhaps be proper sometimes 
supersede the orders of the directors, byt 
the absurdity was, that the secret com 
mittee, after giving one dispatch as that 
which they approved, might afterwards be 
compelled to sign one diametrically th 
reverse, and one which they abhorred: As 
to their protests, these were not known, 
and their authority was thus given t 
measures, of which, in the most positive 
manner, they disapproved. Hence the 
ruinous situation to which our India po 
sessions were reduced, and the degrada 
tion of the court of directors. Now, 


‘to the appeal to him, if he wished to be 


silent he might do as the hon. gent. did t 
whom he formerly alluded, (Mr. Sheridan) 
that is, stay’away while his duty requited 
he should be present.—-[The speaker re 
minded the hon. gent., that it was ime 
gular to bring charges against a member 
who was absent.}—Mr. Francis, in conti 
nuation, observed, that he charged him 
with nothing but staying away, he believed 
his opinions remained unaltered, and he 
would surely come sometime to support 
them. When the hon. gent. (Mr. Paall) 
consulted him about this business, he had 
rather discouraged him from going 6n with 
it. It would do him no good+but if he 
was satisfied with that reward which evely 
honest mind must feel in doing eg 
he would have that and no other. B 
would experience desertionperhaps ht 
could not say desertion, as he had: notbee 
encouraged; but he wouldnot be supported 
As to his own speech, it would notbecomt 
him to say any thing’ im praise of it, bit 
the more he thought on the. subject, the 
more he believed what he there. stated 
be true, and he confessed that it contained 
charges of a very high nature. His: 

hon. friend (Mr, Fox) had approved of i 
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and had declared it'to be unanswerable. 
jn that speech he never mentioned a wish 
to impeach jord Wellesley—but if that 
speech were unanswerable, he certainly 
ought to’be impeached. It might be asked, 
why he did not proceed upon these char- 
ges?—that was not his object. His design 
was to have lord Wellesley recalled and 
another system adopted, but he at the! 
* game'time thought that there were sufficient 
ounds of impeachment against that no-| 
leman.' His objcct' was in some measure} 
answered, when lord Cornwallis was sent) 
to India; @nd as to the impeachment of) 
jord Wellesley, be did not proceed with 
that, partly because he was not equal to! 
such a task, and partly because ‘he had little 
hopes of having efficient suppoft. 
Mr.Secretary For begged leave to trou- 
ble the house with a few words, in answer 
to what had fallen from his hon. ‘friend. 
fis hon. friend near him seetned to hint, 
‘that he (Mr. Fox) and others who agreed 
with him, had, in opposition to their for- 
iner conduct, wished to disparage this pro- 
ceeding, and to throw obstacles in the way. 
There was not the smaflest foundation for 
such suspicions, nor were there any grounds 
whatever for arraiguing his conduct on 
that head. As to the speech of his hon. 
friend (Mr. Francis), he had undoubtedly 
said, that it was unanswerable ; not mean- 
ing to make this broad assertion absalutely, 
but because, ‘in fact, no attempt had ever 
been made to answer it. ‘He approved of 
itcertainly, altogether, and partly, perhaps, 
for this reason among others, that there 
his hon, friend had professed to drop all 
idea of proceeding to an impeachment, 
Yet it was rather hard that He should think 
it incumbent on those. Who thought that 
there was a great deal of blaine somewhere, 
“and that @ badssystem ‘had ‘been pursued, 
to support an impeachment or any motion 
‘for criminal proteeditigs. | Hé totally dis-} 
claimed any ‘such idéa.’” It might happen 
that'a person ‘thight disapprove a bad’ sys+ 
“tem without being Coniniitted'to support a 
criminal charge. When a bail system of 
eveninent revailed, the ‘bese mode of" 
remedying this was bot, in general, by ine | 
ching ah individual.’ The object was, 
_f remove the person who carried on such 
system, and to take care that none such 
should’be acted upon in future ; and, this 
-g phamet, it might‘often be inexpedi- 
¢nt.to carry the matter any farther. But, 
_At'the same ‘time, there might be particular 
_Ret8, Of so enormows a kind as to eall for 
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impeachment. This he did not mean to 
deny. But be and his hon. friend had a 
great deal of experiéncé on this subject. 
This was certainly not @ proper time fot 
enquiry. He (Mr. Fox) arted as he found 
it necessary to do, with respect to systems 
in Europe. About these systems there 
might be, and, no doubt, thefe often was, 
a great deal of error in judgment. He 
might disapprove of, and strongly oppose 
them; and, if he could accomplish 
his object,’ which was the destruttion of 
these systems, he would certainly not al- 
ways think it necéssary to resort to efiqui- 
ries, That was his opinion generally, 
though, undoubtedly, there might be ex- 
ceptions to the general tule. If this rulé 
was proper with respect to all executive 
governments, it was particularly so with 
regard to India. Now, that he onght to 
bring a regular charge in all instances 
where he disapproved of a particular sys* 
tem of conduct, was a conclusion to which 
he could by no means assent. Impeach- 
ment was a ‘bad mocie of proceeding, ex- 
cept in particular cases; and certainly it 
was not advisable to adopt it with regard 
toa governor-general'of India merely on 
‘account of his system. “One thon. gent. 
had said, that all thése papers ought tu be 
examined by every member of this house, 
before he yoted on this question. This, 
perhaps, might, when they were very vo- 
luminous, be, in some instances, incompa- 
tible with other duties; but he believed 
that in cases where the necessity was not 
great, it was possible that such chargés 
might be brought forward rather with a 
view to the popularity which they might 
acquire, thai: from‘any hopes of ultimate sur 
cess. THe had approved highly of his hon. 
friend’s speeth, and the more so as he had 
distlaimed ‘any idea of a chlirge of im- 
peachment. He did not say that impeach- 
tient ought in all cases to ‘be abandoned ; 
‘but ‘he really was of opinion, that if it were 
often to he resorted to, ‘it’ would; from its 
Hitficulfies, ‘he’ soon’ given ‘up ‘in despair, 
and iputity might thas be'procured for 
almost all sorts of ¢times and misdemea. 
nouts cUmtnitted by a governor-general of 
India, As to desertion, he certainly could 
not be said to desert a person whom he 
‘bad never encograged ; but singe the trial 
of ‘Mr. Hastings, they migtit say, if they 
pleased, that be shrunk from alt India im- 
peachments, or flew from ‘them, or any 
worse term might be used; if @ worse 
could” be foung.: To this he would nrakg 
3F — 
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no answer. But so far was he from deser- 
ving the insinuation which had been thrown 
out against him, of having altered his opi- 
‘pion with his situation, that the only rea- 
son why. he was present at this debate 
at all, was, the very circumstance of that 
change. He scarcely ever,attended these 
discussions before, since. Mr. Hastings’s| 
impeachment. He had, indeed, attended at. 
the delivery of the speech of his hon. friend, ; 
but that was merelya matter of caurtesy’ 
to him. It was uow his duty, however, to! 
attend to all these discussions. .. It was, ine 
deed, the duty of every member of parlia- 
ment, but in a peculiar manner that of a 
‘person in his situation, and if he did not 
do it, his conduct might be liable to the. 
worst construction. He did attend, there- 
fore, and delivered his opinion with more 
freedom than he would otherwise have 
done, for then he would probably have said 
othing.—The bon. gent. (Mr, Paull) had 
given notice of a charge which he intended 
to bring forward, on Tuesday, He, would, 
. in the interval, acquaint himself with the 
subject, as far as lay in his power, and.give 
his opinion of what was the most proper 
mode of proceeding. ‘The hon, gent,had read 
a great deal from the debates that took place 
relative to the trial of, Mr. Hastings, and 
was in his opinion. very.properly called to 
order by his noble friend (Temple). He had 
‘looked very little into these debates, but 
what he had seen of them was exceedingly 
inaccurate, and often the very reverse of 
-what had been said. _The mode of pro- 
ceeding, by bringing charge after charge, 
had been, upon the, whole, the mode which 
Mr. Burke, himself, and others, thought 
_ best on the impeachment of Mr, Hastings, 
If that mode was the best, in the present 
, instance it might be adopted, But, while 
_he spoke. of ng most proper. mode, it must 
not. be, therefore BIA oe that he agreed 
in the, propriety of impeachment at. all. 
As to his opinions, he did not see. why be. 
. was to,be so much distrusted because he did 
not on every occasion volunteer his notions. 
~ It was veny dideyls to. proceed properly in 
"a ctiminal case before ihe house, as_vo, ho- 
_ est man would wish, in.such an‘ affair to 
hpse anyother influence, except what might 
, be derived ftom bis argument; and,,if this 
was the cage, was it not better to wait, till 
_ the whole .matter was before . the house, 


than;to-sound a.trumpet ip every stage of; 


_ the business? This certainly would not be 
his,conduct, nor could it be the wish of any 

_ pue who was anxious only that substantial 

Wjastice should be done. Pd 
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‘Mr. Paull said, be did not undertake 
this cause with a view to popularity, but 
merely from_a sense of duty, dt. was: his 
intention to, follow. the precedents he had 
before him with respect to Mr, Hastings, 
He meant, on Tuesday,, to produce his 
‘charge, and move to lay it on the table; 
and, that a future day should be then fixed, 
to, take it into consideration. Mr. Burke 
had laid his, first charge against, Mr, Hast. 
ings on the table, on the 5th of April, and 
it was not taken into consideration till the 
8th of June. The hon. gent. expressed 
his thanks to the right hon. secretary, forthe 
candid and liberal manner in which he had 
conducted himself. j re 

_ Mr. H. Addington desired to know, whe. 
ther it was the intention of the hon gent, 
to.move for any documents to_ support his 
charge, when it should be laid on the table) 

Mr. Pavyll replied, that if the house 
should agree to his motion for laying the 
charge on the table, he should move to 
have it, taken into consideration on a fu. 
ture day. He proposed to move for do 
cuments in support of it, and evidence to 
be taken at the bar, but not till the house 
should first decide whether they contained 
impeachable matter. On Friday, he pro 
posed to bring forward his two next charges 
relative to disobedience of orders, and the 
assumption of rights contrary, to law, 
which he should follow up, by moving, 
that they be taken into consideration.ona 
subsequent day. 

Mr. Grant obseryed, that in the general 
the opinion of the court of directors prevail- 
ed. He thought that the system of checks was 
the best system for Indiaafiairs. The board 
of controul was a check on the courtol 
directors, and they on the other band wert 
a check on the board of controul. When 
differences on grave subjects, prevailed, tt 
‘was material that the opinions of allt 
parties should be brouglit under consi 
ration. If the ;house entertained the ques 
tibn, it should sift it to the bottom,,wi 
a yiew to obtain substantial justice (0; 
the fares. aur, a ee 

Mr. Johnstone said, it appeared clearly 
that the opinions of | the directors wert 
totally overruled ‘by the board of controu) 
and the treaties with the Vizier, with Oude, 
and the Nizam, were coryincing proofs 
it. His sentiments, with. re ard to fl 
affairs of India, were still the same 
they bad ever been; but instead, of rn 
sing questions regarding impeachments, 





thought the house would do sagt 
adopt resolutions, which might in fat 
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‘prevent ‘transactions, such as had passed 

ithin'the last 3 years. 

Mr. W. Smith having understood, that 
he had had the misfortyne of falling under 
the censure of his hon. friend (Mr. Francis, 
‘sée p. 800), on a former day for a tempo- 
‘pary absence, and having heard the’ same 
censure repeated against a right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Sheridan) this day, rose to state, for 
the consolation of his hon. friend and the 
house, that his absence had in part been 
occasioned, in the former instance, by his 
waiting on that hon. friend, to ascertain 
the’part he meant to take on the occasion, 
and that his right hon, friend remained of 
his former opinion, and would attend in 
his place whenever the subject should be 
brought forward.—The several motions 
were then agreed to. _ 

[Stave Importation Briy.] On the 
motion for the second reading of this bill, 

General Gascoyne, disapproved of the 
principle of the bill altogether, and asked 
whether counsel might vot be heard against 
itat a future stage ; and was informed by the 
speaker that they might. 

Sir W. Young approved of the principle 
of the bill, which he considered as a boon 
te the West-India merchants, and stated 
that he had been at a numerous meeting of 
London merchants, where a majority had 
agreed with him. 

General Gascoyne again rose, and was 
ealled to order by Mr. Wilberforce; but 
‘being informed by the speaker that he was 
in order, he proceeded to state that, in his 
opinion, this bill was a scheme indirectly to 
abolish the slave trade, which could not be 
done in an open and direct manner. 

Sir V. Curtis thought the slave trade an 
evil that could not be remedied, -but he 
never purchased a slave himself. He 
heard nothing of the meeting of merchants 
adverted to by the hon. baronet. 

Mr. Brooke approved the principle of 
the bill, which he considered’as beneficial 
to the West-[ndia merchants.—The bill was 
then read a 2d time. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, April 21. 
[Minvrezs.] ‘The royal assent was gi- 


- Yen by commission to the 20. Millions loan 


bill, the Irish Treasury bills bill, the Irish 
Militia Service bill, the Cape of Good Hope 
Trade bill, and the British Fishery bills.— 


~The earl of Kinnoul was sworn, and took 


his seat, as baron Hay, on his lordship’s 
attaining his majority. 
* [Kine’s Mzssace respecting Prus- 


sra¥] Lord Grenville presented the fol- 
lowing message from his majesty >" 

“G,R. His majesty “thinks it proper 
to acquaint the bouse of lords, that he has 
found himself under the necessity of with- 
drawing his ministers from the court of 
Berlin, and of adopting provisionally mea- 
sures of just retaliation against the com~ 
merce and navigation of Prussia. His 
maj. deeply regrets this extension and ag= 
gravation of calamities, already so severely 
felt by the nations of the contiuent, whose 
independence.and prosperity he has never 
ceased to consider as intimately connected 
with those of his own people. But mea- 
sures of direct hostility, deliberately adopt- 
ed against him, have left him no alterna~ 
tive—In a moment of confidential inter- 
course, without even the pretence of any 
cause of complaint, forcible possessior has 
been taken by Prussia of his maj.’s elec 
toral dominions. Deeply as this event 
affected the interests of this kingdom, his 
maj. chose, nevertheless, to forbear, on 
this painful occasion, ‘all recourse to the 
tried and affectionate attachment of his 
British subjects. He remonstrated, by 
amicable negociation, against the injury 
he had sustained, and rested his claim for 
reparation on the moderation of his con- 
duct, on the justice of his representation, 
and on the comtnen interest which Prussia 
herself must ultimately feel, to resist a sys- 
tem destructive of the security of all legiti- 
mate possession. But when, instead of 
receiving assurances conformable to this 
just expectation, his maj. was informed 
that the determination had been taken of 
excluding, by force, the vessels aud the 
commodities of this kingdom from ports 
and countries under the lawful dominion, 
or forcible controul of Prussia; his maj. 
could’no longer. delay to act without ne- 
glecting the first duty which he owes to 
his people. The dignity of his crown, and 
the interests of his subjects, equally for- 
bid his acquiescing in this open and un- 
provoked aggression. He has no doubt of 
the full support of his parliament, in vin- 
dicating the honour of the British flag, and 
the freedom of the British navigation ; and 
he will look with anxious expectation to 
that moment, when a more dignified and 
enlightened policy, on the part of Prussia, 
shall remove every impediment ‘to the 
renewal of peace and friendship with a 
power with whom his maj. has’ no other 
cause of difference than that now crea ed 
by these hostile acts.” . 





The message having been read, lord 





Grenville. moved, that it should be taken: 
into consideration on Wednesday, and 
that the lords be summoned for that day. 
Ordered.-His lordship presented, by his 
majesty’s command, certain papers respect- 
ing Prussia. 

[ADMINISTRATION OF Justice IN Scor- 
Lawp.] Lord Grenville said, he rose to 
give notice on a subject of considerable 
Importance to a great number of his maj.’s 
subjects, andalso to that house, with respect 
to a part of its proceedings. He alluded. 
to the Administration of Justice in Scot- 
land, with respect to the forms of which, 
he believed, it was the opinion of the bar 
in that country, and the general opinion, 
that an alteration might be made with 
great advantage to all those who were sui- 
tors in the courts. Far was it from bim to 
say that the system of legal proceedings in 
Scotland was not one wisely established, 
but, in the lapse of time, it had become, 
in some of its parts, inferior to the system 
established in England, which had stood 
the test of so many ages, and which still 
retained all its original beauty and purity. 
Far was it from him to say, that the laws of 
Scotland were not adnrinistered with the 
- greatest purity. There was, however, one 
consideration of the greatest importance, 
namely,. that justice ought to be spee- 
dily administered, otherwise, in many 
gases, it ceased to be justice, Their 
lordships had taken upon themselves 
to be a court of dernier resort for ali 
parts ofthe united kingdom, to the ex- 
ecution of which important business much 
of their time had been devoted. Notwith- 
standing, however, all their diligence and 
attention, the number of appeals from 
Scotland now on the table of the house, 
which were yet undecided, shewed that 
they had arrived at that point when they 
must either declare that they could not do 
justice to the parties appealing to their de- 
Cision, or take some measure to reduce the 
number of appeals from that country. It 
was doubtless of the greatest importance 
in every case, that the dispatch of business 
should keep pace with the business which 
actually arose. He was afraid he could not 
promise apy measure upon this subject in 
the course of the present session; and, 
though some might complain of this delay, 
it wag nevertheless of the greatest impor- 
tance that sucha measure should be care- 
fully digested, and receive every advantage 
which could be derived from, the sugges- 
tions of those who had a thorough know- 
ledge of the Scottish law. ‘The mode he 
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intended to adopt was to propose certain 
resolutions, upon which, in the ensyiy 
session, a bill might be founded; by 
which, in the mean time, might go forth 
to. the public, and receive all that considg, 
ration which their importance deserved 
and particularly from the Scottish bay, 
from whose talents many advan 
suggestions might be expected. His lord. 
ship concluded by giving notice, that he 
should bring forward some motion on the 
subject on Monday se’nnight, although bg 
would uot pledge himself as to the partis 
cular day, and moved that the lords be 
summoned for that day. 

The Duke of Montrose expressed in the 
strongest terms the infinite satisfaction he 
felt, in finding that a measure of such con, 
sequence was taken up by a noble lord for 
whom he entertained such high esteem, 
and whose talents were so adequate to the 
undertaking and success of measures of 
such size and consequence; and he wa 
confident he might safely venture to assert, 
that the noble lord would have the sincere 
and unanimous thanks of the whole coum 
try, for whose benefit he had so generously 
undertaken it. 

[American InrERcourse Bitx.] Lon 
Aolland said, he had to apologise, that the 
bill upon this subject was not yet in perfect 
readiness to be laid before their lordships; 
but its main object was to enable his ma 
jesty in council to grant ce:tain powers to 
the governors of those islands to regulate 
that intercourse, as far as it regarded the 
importation, &c. of provisions aud lumber, 
from the ports of America into those of 
our West-India colonies. The bill would 
shortly be laid before their lordships, and 
he should propose that it be read a 2d time 
on Thursday next. 

The Duke of Montrose observed, that 
he was one of those who certainly thought 
the measure of a much more serious nature 
than it seemed to be considered by those 
who introduced it, They did not seem to 
be aware of the great amount of the tom 
nage, and of the great number of seamen 
who were employed in that trade. He was 
persuaded that the shipping amounted to 
no less than 101,090 tons, and the seamen 
to 6500. To prove this assertion, the no 
ble lord concluded with moving for certall 
papers, by which, he said, all he had advate 
ced would be fully confirmed. 

{[IMpEAcHMENT OF LonD Mexvitend 
Mr. Wyatt, surveyor-general of his mi 
jesty’s works, appeared at the bar, and, # 
answer to the questions put to him by tlt 
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lord chancellor, respecting the time when 
the preparations in Westminster-hall, for 
the court of parliament, sitting on the 
trial of lord Melville, would be comple- 
ted; informed their lordships, that the 
same would be completely finished on Sa- 
turday next.—Mr. Whitbread presented a 
listof the names of certain additional wit- 
nesses who were deemed necessary by the 
commons to be examined on the trial of 
Jord Melville, and requested their lord- 
ships would issue summonses for their at- 
tendance, on Tuesday, the 29th inst,—Af- 
ter the messengers had withdrawn, . their 
lordships ordered that a message be sent 
tothe commons, acquainting them, that 
their Jordships would take the necessary 
steps to provide for the attendance of the 
witnesses mentioned. 

Lord Walsingham read the report of the 
committee, to whom it was referred to 
search for precedents respecting their lord- 
ships’ modes of proceeding on former cases 
of impeachment: which report was order- 
ed to be taken into consideration on Wed- 
nesday. 

Lord Auckland moved, that the house 
should proceed on the trial of lord Mel- 
ville de die in diem, except from any spe- 
cial considerations they should deem it 
expedient tu adjourn to the day after the 
morrow of the day on which the motion 
should be made. 

The Earl of Radnor moved that the fur- 
ther consideration of this mution should 
also be postponed till Wednesday.—The 
earlof Rosslyn and the lord chancellor op- 
posed this motion, on the ground of its 
being unnecessary, it being already the ge- 
neral and decided opinion of the house, 
that they ought to proceed on the trial de die 
in diem, ‘The motion was then put and ne- 
gatived.—On putting the original motion, 

The Earl of Radver opposed it, concei- 
ving that 4 days in the week were as 
many as the house could devote to the 
trial, consistently with that attention which 
they must necessarily pay to other business. 
He declined, however, proposing any al- 
teration in the motion.—The motion was 
then put and carried, 

. eens mee 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, April 21. ; 
AMixures.] Mr. Whitbread moved, 
hata message be sent to the lords, with a 
ist of the witnesses whom he proposed to 

have summoned by their lordships to at- 
tend the trial of lord Melville. Ordered. 





—A/ message from the lords shortly after 
informed the house, that their lordships 
would give orders for summoning the wit- 
nesses to attend the trial of lord Melville, 
as desired.—Mr. Whitbread then gave no- 
tice that he should, to-morrow, move that 
that part of the journals of the house of 
last session which contained the order of 
the house to the attorney-general, to sus- 
pend the proceedings in the civil suit 
against lord Melville be read, for the pur- 
pose of moving, that the attorney-general 
be ordered still further to suspend the pro- 
ceedings therein.—Admiral Markham, with 
a view to the charge to be preferred against 
earl St. Vincent, by an hon. member oppo- 
site, thought it necessary to call for some 
further papers, which, as they. were already 
made out, would «ot create any delay. 
After a few words from Mr. Jeffery, who 
wished to give every accommodation in his 
power, that would not preclude him from 
bringing forward his charge in the present 
session, and from lord Howick, the several 
papers wete ordered.—Mr. Fox appeared 
at the bar, with a Message from his majesty, 
which was ordered to be brought up, and 
was read by the speaker as usual. It was the 
same as that presented to the house of 
lords. See p. 806.—On the motion of 
Mr. Fex, this message was ordered to be 
taken into consideration the nextday. He 
then moved for the production of several 
papers on this subject, which were after- 
wards laid before the house. 

fArrairs or Inpia.] Lord Archibald 
Hamilton rose, in consequence of the no- 
tice which he had previously given, of a 
motion for a paper containing the opinion 
of the court of directors relative to the 
transactions in India, during the admini-~ 
stration of lord Wellesley. Before he pro- 
ceeded to make his motion, he hoped the 
house would allow him to preface it by a 
few prelimiuary observations. He first 
apologised for himself in taking up this 
business, but he was placed in this situation 
by the hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Huddle- 
stone) having abandoned his original inten- 
tion of moving for this paper. He dis- 
claimed all idea of moving for it with a 
view to its being made a ground of charge 
or a pointof evidence against lord Welles- 
ley. Much as he disapproved of the sys- 
tem upon which that noble lord acted, he 
had no intention of this kind. There 
would be sufficient opportunity afterwards 
for his declaring his opinion on that subject. 
His object in moving for this paper then 
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was, to make it a ground of charge against 
the late board of controul, and the noble 


lord (Castléreagh) who presided there. If 


it appeared afterwards that the proceedings 
of. that board had been just and proper, 
nobody could be more ready to acknow- 
ledge his error than he would be; but, un- 
Tess he was very much mistaken indeed, it 
would turn: out. that there. were good 
grounds of charge against them. The no- 
ble lord had, year after year, gone on sta- 
ting that the affairs of India were in a cov- 
dition of the highest prosperity. The di- 
rectors now said that they were on the 
brink of ruin. One or other must be mis- 
taken, and his object was, to ascertain 
which statement was correct, and to whom 
the evils that had fallen upon India were 
to be attributed, supposing that the opi- 
nion of the directors was well founded. 
This he considered as a very proper subject 
of deliberation for the house. The dis- 
patch of the court of directors to the go- 
vernment. of Bengal, disapproving of the 
system that had been pursued, had been 
submitted to the late board of controul, 
and was withheld by them, The directors 
were at the same time obliged to sign a 
dispatch contradicting their real] sentiments, 
and approving those very measures. which 
they considered as pernicious. Was the 
noble lord prepared to own himself the 
author of the awkward and unpleasant si- 
tuation in which the directors were thus 
placed? What share of such a measure 
would he take upon himself, and what 
would he ascribe to others ? He called the 
attention of the house to the state of the 
unfortunate directors, who had a dispatch 
forced upon them, contradictory to what was 
their real opinion, and this a dispatch which 
was afterwards Jaid before the house as a 
statement of their real sentiments. This 
was the effect of that system for the govern- 
ment of India which had been so much op- 
posed by his right hon. friend (Mr.Fox), and 
whigh, had his bill been adopted, would 
never have taken place. ‘The court of di- 


rectors were without power, and the board. 


of controul without responsibility. He 
would ask any gent. what would be his 
feelings,’were he called upon in his private 
capacity to approve of what was contrary 
to his real sentiments? It was not for him 
to criticise the conduct of the directors, 
or to examine how far they were culpable 
in their coffpliance. Probably it was not 
in their power to have acted otherwise than 
they did. He confessed he had reason, on 
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‘this occasion, to fear the opposition of ¢; 
of those friends with whom he usually aeteg. 
but he was not conscious of having g. 
pressed any opinion contrary to tho, 
which they had been in the habit of maj, 
\taining. He should, at least, have thes, 
tisfaction of thinking that the sentiment, 
he had delivered respecting the ineffie 
and absurdity of the present system fo 
the government of India were simily 
to theirs. The noble lord then replieg 
to several objections which he though 
might be made to his motion, and concly 
ded with moving, “ That there be laid be. 
fore the house a Dispatch approved by the 
court of directors, dated 3d April, 1805, 
to the governor general in council; the 
answer from the Board of controul refy. 
sing to transmit the same; and a Reply 
from the court of directors to that answer,” 
Mr. Hudleston.—-Sir, as 1 had given 
repeated notice of intending to move for 
papers which would have included an ex. 
tract from the most important of thos 
now moved for by the noble lord, I should 
have felt it necessaty to offer a few words 
on the present occasion, even if I had not 
been particularly alluded to by the noble 
lord, lest my silence now, should bea 
much misconstrued, as I find the motive 
has been which induced me to relinquish 
my intention of bringing forward those 
motions. ‘She noble lord, by way of dis 
tinguishing his own object from mine, has 
stated, that his is not to criminate lord 
Wellesley. Whenever an _ investigation 
may take place on the important subject 
of the state of our affairs im India, I trust 
I shall not shrink from the discussion. But, 
in respect to my motive for wishing the 
papers in question to be before the house, 
the facts are briefly and simply these. A 
discussion in this house near the close of 
the last session, had given an impression, 
both here and withont doors, that the ex 
ecutive body of the East-India Co. had 
approved of certain treaties concluded at 
Oude, and transactions connected with 
them. A _ paper certainly very favourable 
to that idea, had been moved for, and Of 
dered to be’laid before the house, in which 
approbation of those transactions is @X 
pressed under the hands of the secret col 
mittee of the court of directors. Now, si 
knowing that the court of directors had 
noteven been made acquainted with thos 
transactions until two years after the date. 
of that letter, and that, on their becom 
acquainted with them, they had recort 
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‘their, dRapprobation of them s J felt anx- 
jous to remove the impression which the 
reduction of that letter had occasioned. 
his was my sole object, and I therefore 
determined to move for certain papers, 
which if produced, I knew would accom- 
lish it, and which had reference to no 
other subject, than to the affairs of Oude, 
and Furruckabad.—But, from circumstan- 
ces which must be fresh in the recollection 
of the house, and to which it became me 
toyield every attention, I was induced to 


ostpone my motions three several times ; 


until at length the document, an extract 
from which was the most material of the 
pers | had intended to move for, was de- 
manded by the East-India board, and afier 
gome'days laid before them, The pro- 
duction of it here, therefore, wes no 
Jonger necessary for the only object J 
had in view. I consequently determined 
to relinquish my intention to move for 
the papers ; and I did so the more readily, 
from the consideration that persons. to 
whose judgments I feel, and ought to feel 
deference, saw objections to the produc- 
‘tion of that paper; and also because, al- 
though the paper in question expresses the 
general sentiments of the court of direc- 
‘tors, I might, in moving for it, appear to 
‘commit that body with regard to the ne- 
cessity of its production here, which I had 
no authority to do.—But these considera- 
‘tions without the more material one of the 
paper having been produced elsewhere, 
would have given place to the anxiety I 
felt, to exempt even the limited share and 
space which I occupy in the court of direc- 
tors, from that proportion of the merit or 
demerit which may be thought hereafter to 
attach to the transactions in question. I 
trust Ihave shewn, that, there was no incon- 
sistency in my relinquishing my intention 
of moving for those papers, and now that 
the paper in question, and others, are 
moved for by the noble lord, I certainly 
Shall vote for their production, though | 
gannot vote for it exactly on the. grounds 
stated by the noble lord ; for I am unable 
to perceive, how the productiou -of the 
paper in question, can be considered as 
furnishing ground of accusation against 
y@ny party, against the board of commis- 
loners, any more than against the court of 
‘directors. For, surely, if the. proceedings 
at Oude, and any other proceedings ani- 
Mmadyerted upon in that document, have 
been just and right, the court of directors 
will be open to censure for the disappro- 
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bation expressed of them on-that account, 
and the board of commissioners will be 
entitled to commendation for having re- 
jected it. To consider, therefore, the 
paper as furnishing a ground of accusation 
against either party, seems to me, would 
be like prejudging that question. But I 
shall support the motion on what appears 
to me to be broader ground—that every 
paper on Indian affairs, that has been cal- 
led for since the attention of this house 
and the public has been drawn to the late 
transactions in India, has heen granted in+ 
discriminately.. And in respect. te the 
Oude transactions, there is this additio- 
nal argument for the production at least of 
sy. much of the document in question, as 
relates to them; namely, that the: house 
has. already ordered the production; of a 
paper, expressing the approbation enter- 
tained of those transactions: by the board 
of India commissioners. That. paper’ of 
course has made its own impression on. the 
house. The paper in.question on the other 
hand, expresses the disapprobation enter 
tained by the court of directors .of the 
same transactions: and as the former ‘has 
been granted, there seems an obvious prin- 
ciple in favour of not withholding © the 
other; or at least of so much of it-as re~ 
lates to those affairs which are before the 
house ; namely, those of Oude and Far- 
ruckubad, At the same time I am aware, 
that the production of that particular pa- 
per is liable to the objection, that it is 
a proposed letter or dispatch only, which 
was not transmitted, and of: course no 
opportunity of answering it given to the 
government, to which it was meant to be 
addressed. This vbjection I should feel to 
be decisive against the production of the pa- 
per now, if the late governor-general were 
still absent in India; but, as he is on the 
spot, it is open .to him to have a copy of 
the paper to answer it, and to/have a copy 
of his answer also moved for, and: laid: be- 
fore this house; it may be saidsalsoj; ‘that 
in effect the paper has been answered “in 
the reasons which the board-of commis- 
sioners gave for rejecting it. But a ‘stron- 
ger answer to the objection may:be found 
in the fact, that a paper under the:same 
circumstances has been moved for, and 
ordered without objection or ‘discussion. 
The case was this: the court of directors 
imagined that the act of the 33d: ofithe 
king, in the whole of the spirit of it, but 
more literally and expressly tn the 87th 
clause, rendered it illegal for a governor, 





to appoint to any civil office under the 
erown, any person not a covenanted ser-| 
vant of the company, and that even of 
those servants, no one who had not been 
"22 years actually resident in India, could 
be appointed to any place of which the 
emoluments exceeded 4,000/. per annum.; 
Proceeding on this idea, the court of di- 
vectors framed a dispatch, censuring and, 
annulling as illegal, the appointment of a 
gentleman not in the service, to be deputy 
governor of Oude. The board of controu) 
rejected the dispatch, and wrote a letter 
to the court of directors, justifying the ap- 
pointment.as legal and proper. ‘Copies 
both of the rejected dispatch, and of the 
answer from the board of commissioners, 
were moved for in this house, and I think 
bya member of the late board of commis- 
sioners, and were ordered without atry ob- 
jection. I am not aware of any objection 
to the production of the papernow moved 
for, that was not applicable to the pro- 
duction of the other. On these grounds, 
sir, I think it right to support the present 
motion for papers, as I have done every 
former motion made for India papers when 
I have been present in the house, in order 
that every information that can be derived 
from papers relating to transactions, in the 
consequences of which: the public is deeply 
interested, may be fully and impartially 
before the house. 

Mr. Secretary For declared that it was 
with regret he heard that such a motion as 
the present was to be tiade; and miore 
especially that it was to be made by two 

ons for whom he had a great respect 
{Mr. Huddlestone and Mr. R. Thornton), 
But the pain which he felt was not a little in- 
creased when he found: it was to be made by 
the noble lord near him (Hamilton) for whom 
he had the highest esteem, whose personal 
regard he would wish to conciliate, and 
with whom he would always desire to cul- 
tivate a political connection; for to him 
that noble lora’s ideas respecting the consti- 
tution, and his sentiments on political sub- 
jects in general, appeared to rest on prin- 
ciples so just, and well founded, that it 
gave him the greatest concern to differ 
from him, even in the application of those 
principles to any particular point. 
he thought that the present question ought 
to be considered with a view to the judicial 
enquiry about to come before the house, 
and therefore our attention ought to be di- 
rected to justice alone. Now, viewing the 
matter in this light, he could not reconcile 
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it to his mind that the papers called for by 
his noble friend were not manifestly and 


grossly unjust. His noble friend seemeg 


to admit that it would be improper ‘to Prd 
duce them as a ground of criminatigy 
against lord Wellesley, and he was 
that be coincided with him even thus far; 
but let us consider whether they would not 
Operate against him in an unjust and 9 
pressive manner, First, he might con 
tend that these papers were not stricth 
official: but suppose they were, was thie 
character of a man, under accusation, to 
be weighed down even by official papers? 
Look at ‘the common judicial proceedings 
of the-country, with which every person 
must be more or less acquainted; would 
it be endured that the general opinion 
should be stated as a ground of crimini- 
tion against a person on trial? Nay, 
would ‘not the publication of any thing 
like this against his character be a reason 
for putting off the trial, instead of being 
admitted as evidence before a jury? Now 
to apply this to the present case; whose 
opinions were they calling for? those of 
the court of directors. But they, by law, 
could only communicate their opinions to 
the board of centroul; though, certainly, 
he did not mean to say that this was 4 
good law. This, however, was at pre 
sent the only way in which they could give 
their opinion ; and when they were obliged 
to sign a thing which they strongly disap- 
proved, their only remedy was that which 
was open to all in such a situation, namely, 
an application to parliainent. But, be 
sides, what were these directors? They 
were the persons supposed to be most coh 
versant with the affairs of India; and, both 
on account of their knowledge of the stb- 
ject, and their respectability as a body, 
justly considered as a high authority. But 
the higher their authority, so much the 
worse would it be to produce these a. 
when a man was under accusation. 1h 
was’so Clear, on every well ‘founded printi. 
ple of jurisprudence, that he was 4 
that it could escape the attention Of any 
person. Now, in this case, there were 
some particular circumstances. ‘The fitst 
was, the anomalous situation of the di: 
rectors. They were bound ‘to exeétle 
the commands of others. In every other 
department, when any thing was proposed 
to a person which appeared to him of the 
most mischievous tendency, he might te 
fuse to sign it; but they were by law bound 
to sign, whether they approved or not, and 
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their condition was. more anomalous than 
that of any class of men in Lurope, even 
under the most despotic government, ‘The 
only. remedy they had, when they found 
that the board of contreul insisted upon 
measures, which to then appeared of the 
most. dangerous. tendency, was to come 
and state their case to the house. Last 
session, 2 motion was made for a letter of 
the secret, committee, which could properly 
be considered only as a letter of the board 
of controul. It was fairly moved for, be- 
cause an individual, when his conduct was 
called in question, might justly enough 
all,for such documents as shewed the sub- 
sequent approbation of his superiors,—be 
said of his superiors, because thoughgyou 
(the directors) remonstrated with the board 
ofcontroul, you did not, it seems, think the 
matter of sufficient importance to come ta 
the house and state your case, which, W you 
were. aggrieved, was a plain and obvious 
course for you to pursue. Another point was, 
that the directors probably wished to de- 
fend themselves. This was not the stage 
forthat. . When the affair of the marquis 
Wellesley was decided upon, and when the 
papers. now called for could have no influ- 
ence on his case, then they might fairly be 
moved for, But it would be an iutolera. 
ble hardship to an accused person, if you 
could say that you did not call for such 
papers te injure him, but to defend your 
own characters. ‘Ihe answer would be, 
that he had.a great regard for your charac- 
ters, but, in defending them, you were not 
entitled. to injure him. There was ano- 
ther point to be considered... If the actions 
of lord Wellesley, were such as they were 
Tepresented:to be, then, the papers would 
operate against the board of controyl, and 
their influence would be increased when it 
was found that the board bad rejected the 

r counsel of the directors. But, till 


theconduct of that board came under ¢on-| 
sideration, the papers ought not to be,pro-, 


duced, If, indeed, the directors had. come 
at. the time when the transaction took! 
uace, and stated their opinion to the 
Aouse, and their situation, that would have’ 
deena different matter.—With regard, to 
the point. of information, the public .had 
ity and it.was of course,impossible that, 
could fom t from members of parlia- 
ment, who formed a part,of that public. 
L.was not, therefore, for information that 
the other papers were called for, but on 
account of the authority which they would 
have inthe enquiry before the house. But 
Vor. VI, 
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what was. the difference, since they were 
already before the public? Truly the diffe. 
rence was, that the commons were to pass 
judgment in this enquiry, and not the pub- 
lic. Now, as far as this. argument had been . 
used, it would weigh .more the other way. 
If you only want. information, you have 
that, and as to the authority, the greater 
that was, so much the worse for the argu- 
ment and the person accused; for this 
dispatch contained a strong case against 
the marquis Wellesley. What convenience 
could result from its production ? He saw 
none, but the contrary. Were the accusers 
to stand behind the East-India Co., or 
were the directors to support themselves at 
present by a,case, of which they had not 
complained at the proper time ? He hoped 
that neither of these things could be per+ 
mitted. But then it was said that these 
papers were not intended to criminate lord 
Wellesley. One said that they were inten 
ded to criminate neither the board of cone 
troul, nor lord Wellesley, and his noble 
friend wanted them as a general piece of 
information. But then they would have 
that effect collaterally, if not directly, and 
therefore they ought not to be produced, 
We were not. at present considering the 
situation of the finances, the fabric of the 
government of India. These might come 
under review, and then the papers might 
be produced. He knew that his noble 
friend, amongst all the excellent. qualities 
he possessed, would regret to do a wrong 
thing, and he would ask him how he-would 
feel, ifa fterwards these papers should,. if 
now produced, be used ina manner which 
he would disapprove? Nothing at present 
would be lost in point of information, and 
though these papers might be usefyl at anos 
ther period, they would just now he atten- 
ded with the most injuriouseffects. Though 
it was not very usual to move the previous 
question on motion for papers, yet, as there 
was nothing in the forms .of the house to 
prevent it, he would move it in the present 
instance. 
Mr, Johnstone said, that the degree o 

astonishment underwhich he rose to present 
himself to the house, after what had just 
fallen from the right hon, secretary, searce- 
ly left him the power of utterance, When 
that right hon. gent. and his friends were 


Lon the opposition side of the house, he-al- 


ways understood them to be not only. the 
warm friends, but the loud and strenuous 
advocates for investigation on Indian af- 
fairs. They had repeatedly asserted, and 
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urged, that unless 4 thorough and minute 
enquiry into the whole system was speedily 
adopted, India must be inevitably lost to 
this country; bat now’ that they had 
changed places, they, it seemed, had total- 
ly changed their opinions also, and depre- 
eated enquiry as useless and unnecessary. 
Had his majesty’s ministers been called on 
to produce documents froma commainder- 
in-chief, there might be‘ some plea for 
withbélding them as of a secret and confi- 
detitial nature ; but how they could argue 
that the letters or dispatches made up by 
the court of directors, for the purpose of 
being sent out to India, should be called 
bnofficial and irrelevant upon an enquiry 
of this‘sort, hé' was’ wholly at-a loss ‘to ac- 
count; but there was a precedent on the 
journals, of the 18th of June, 1'801', in di-+ 
féct refutation of such a prefence ; for oh 
that occasion an order was Madé to lay Be-+ 
fore the ' house, ' copies‘of ‘the paragraphs 
prepared’ by thé 'édiirt of directors and laid 
before the board 6ftontronl, inorder to 
be by thern ‘ériéiderved}'and inserted in’ the 
dispatches “sehtout to Indias" The" right 
hon. gent, hé ‘thought, mast’ admit? that 
this precedétit ‘was conclusive authority ; 
and thére'was’ also another’ case in point 
upon & ‘motion made By °the tight hon. 
gent; biinself;it' 1798)’ The only dreument 
inowhichshe could agree with the right hon, 
gent! was, that. justice should riot be vio- 
lated;' and if ‘We could ¢onceive ‘that any 
such’ violation Were likely to’result from 
the production of the papérs in question, 


the should be Grid df the last men to urge it; | 


but seeig no such ‘cause of appreheiision, 
the could conceive no reason why the 
ihouse, In'proceeding ‘to an enquiry ‘of so 
much importance, should debar itself from 
-seeliig what was'the opinion of the court of 
directors, and of the: board’ of ‘controul, 
onthe subjects ©f Indian affairs. Those 


‘were the officérsito whom the government, 


of India was ‘entrusted, and surely, their 
‘opinions must’ ‘be extremely important for 
the house to know, When the investigation 
ipelative to the conduct of Mr. Hastings, 
Jwas proposed to parliament, and the house 
shad agreed to’ proceed to the enquiry, if 
~any man had held such latiguage as that 
‘of the right hon. gent. this night, in resist/ 
vance’ tothe’ production of documents'so 
-hecessary to the information of the house; 
‘ifany man had said, “ Don’t let us weigh 
-dowta'crinvinal by such a mats of unofficial 
“evidence,” ‘he would have encountered the 
bright hon. ‘gent.’s: strongest feprobation, 





After the repeated ‘assurances given to th 
house by the friends of that noblé Jorg 
their readiness to give, upon every sub 
connected with his conduct, the fullestig, 
formation to the house, the refusal in thy 
instance was a strong reflection wpotty 
character of that noble lord, and upon ty 
conduct of the right hon. gent. If tteads 
lord’s conduct ‘was pure and tnsullied, ty 
could have nothing to fear from the y 
duction of these, or of any other opinion, 
He himself really had no idea that the no 
ble lord was guilty of any intentiotaly 
minality, though, it was possible he might 
have fallen into errors but too incident 
men in gréat power, by making an ‘impm 
pereise of that power, and this was a 
utmost he meant to impute to the noblelon, 
But if differences of opinion had existed he 
tweén' thé court of directbrs, and the Boa 
of controul ‘upon’ this ‘subject, he Owned 
that’ it was somewhat singular that‘th 
{India Co., and the public, shotld be putit 
possession of those‘ differetices, and pathe 
ment alone kept’ inthe dark. ‘Tn ‘short 
conceiving as he’ did, that the house, 
being’possessed ‘of those papers,” 
have a much more accyrate knowledge 
the existing state of India, and be of tou 
better capacitated ‘to discuss thé’ sobjétt, 
he should persist in’ supporting the hobk 
lord’s motion. ig 
Mr. Hiley Addington declared that to 
thing ever astonished hin: more thanth 
astonishment expressed by the hon. ‘met 
ber in rising to ansWer'the ‘speech of bit 
right hon. friend (Mri Fox); and in’ tt 
whole of what’ had fallen from ‘thatlright 
hon, géent,, his opinion ‘so fully ~coineltl 
that he feltit unnecessary to ‘add*aniy thi 
further upon pditits'so “ably ‘atid: sb” ele 
quently ‘elucidated: The’ noble ‘lord who 
brought forward this motion, had professed, 
that he had tio intention thereby to crim 
nate the conduct of marquis Wellesley, 
He'was willing to give the noble’ lord fil 
ctedit for sincerity in his declaration} tit 
yet he' thought ‘it was impossible; ifthow 
papers were produced, but that they mi 
give risé to opinions injurious ‘to’ his ¢ 
racter, and strongly ‘tend to excite pr 


‘dices against hin,‘ The document allude 
‘to ‘certainly was'lai@ upon the table of tt 


courtiof proprietérs, by an ‘hort. gent’ wld 


‘certainly conteived it to’ be’ a corifidenit 
‘communication, ‘It Had,’by sortie under 


hand means,‘he undérstood, found its m 
into print, and it contained ‘a series 010) 
nions in condethhation of the co ut 
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Jord Wellesley, from the'time he first set 
footin India, upon a variety of points to- 
tally unconnected with the matters now 
in'charge, and consequently irrelevant, and’ 
going only to excite general prejudice, in 
order to influence any decision that might 
take place upon the. particular points in 
question. The house, therefore, in acce- 
ding to-the motion for such a paper, at this 
snoment, would, in his opinion, do an act 
of the grossest injustice, for which they 
eould make uo reparation, but by. direct- 
ing that all the documents upon which 
the court of directors had founded these 
opinions, should be laid before them. He. 
therefore, should oppose the motion. 

Mr. R. Thornton having felt himself par- 
ticularly alluded to in the course of the de- 
bate, thought himself called on to state his 
feelings and opinions. The house, in re- 
fusing to comply with the noble lord’s mo- 
tion, would voluntarily shut its own eyes, 
and keep itself in darkness and ignorance, 
when the fullest information was absolutely 
necessary» If he had been heretofore back- 
‘ward in moving to bring those documents 
forth, it. was not because he thought them 
unimportant or unnecessary, but in defer- 
ence to the opinions of the right hon, 
secretary (Mr. Fox), the weight of whose 
talents and influence he understood would 
be against him. But now that the motion 
was brought before the house, it placed bim 
in quite a different situation, Notwith- 
standing the resistance given to the noble 
lord, he was convinced, if the house did 
but even suspect what were the contents 
ofthe documents moved for, and the.im- 
portance of the question it would be so 
speedily called to discuss, it would be ex- 
tremely anxious to have them produced, 
The embarrassed situation of the com- 
pany’s aflairs in consequence of the wars in 
India, was well known to the house. It 
was equally well known, that differences 
of opinion had long subsided between the 
court of directors, and the board of con- 
troul, respecting Indian affairs; and that 
the directions forwarded to. India by the 
court of directors had not been cbeyed. 
But when the house was told that the In. 
dian system was to be reformed, that the 
board of controul was to be changed, and 
that an entirely new system was to be adopt- 
€d, was it not important the house should 

Put in possession of the opinions of the 
tourtof directors, as to what were the er- 


pi 20S Of the former system, in order to judge 
ge *0w India ought to be governed? Was it 
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not-of high importance that a declaration 
on this subject, signed by 29 independent 
men, out of the. 30 appointed under an act 
of parliament for the direction: of Indian 
affairs, should be in possession of the housé, 
in order to its guidance, on proceeding 
upon so important atopic ?, The.affairs of 
India, bothat bome and abroad, had be- 
come extremely emberrassed, and those 
embarrassments might ultimately come 
bome with claims upon that house: «He 
hoped they would not; but it- was known 
the company had: not been able to pay the 
500,000/. a year, to. which they were 
pledged to the country, as the considera- 
tion.of their charter.. When papers were 
now called for to elucidaté, the .affairs .of 
the company, gentlemen were: told they 
must not allude to the pasts How, then, 
except by recurring to the,past, were ruins. 
ous errors to be avoided :for the future? 
Would the house shut its eyes against all 
information, and proceed im the dark? 
Gentlemen exclaimed, ‘* Do not set con= 
venieucy against justice,” True; but. jus- 
tice looked two ways, and required as 
much the vindication of the directors as of 
the noble lords The papet would be pro- 
duced sooner or later; every member 
would read it, and it was better it should 
be read in an avowed and direct way: To 
attempt to check the perusal of it, would 
be as vain as to attempt to stop an eruption 
of Mount Vesuvius. He had no private 
difference with lord Wellesley; though he 
disapproved of his administration of India; 
he had-no.wish:to stigmatize any part of 
the administration of the great man, nowno 
more ; it was his intention, too, to support 
the present administration. He, therefore, 
could bave no factious motive. The coun- 
try was in the situation of aship beset with 
storms and dangers, and in this situation he 
should say with a departed hero, ‘ England 
expects every man to do his duty.” Where 
theré had been a perversion of talents 
and a waste of public money; where the 
India debt had been increased by lord Wels 
lesley from 11 to 30 millions; investigation 
was due to the country. 

Lord Castlereagh observed, that although 
the professed object of the motion of the nos 
ble lord was that of criminating the late 
board of controul, that certainly was not the 
whole object of it: He had.no disposition to 
conceal any thing, and therefore as such he 
would have no'objection to any document 
which could be called for ;: but it would 
give him more satisfaction, if these docue 











ments were brought altogether under the 
contemplation of parliament, and the whole 
made properly public; it would be impro- 
per to make this document so without other 
documents before that house, He knew ithad 
been laid on the table of the India house, and 
somehow or other had found its way in 
print ; but that was no rule for the house 
of commons. Its proceedings should be 
founded on regularity. He was persuaded 
that those who laid the dispatch in question | 
on the table of the India house, considered 
it as a confidential document and fit to be 
produced, but he wished it had not found 
its way before the public, unless it had 
been accompanied by others, and the ex: 
planations of the reasons of the court’ of 
directors for their opinions should have 
appeared; without all which it was impos- 
- sible for those who perused the document 
to understand it. 
cult to decide whether the affairs of Oude 
were properly subject to the board of con- 
troul, or to the court of directors, but 
these were points not now before the 
house. He concurred entirely with the 
opinion of the right bon. secretary, who 
had so ably spoken on this occasion, in the 
view he had taken of it. If the transac- 
tions of Oude were improper, the board of 
commissioners had made theniselves par- 
ties to that act, by the approbation they 
gave of the conduct, and therefore a com- 
plaint ought long ago to have been made 
against them, but this was not the proper 
course to take for that purpose. This case 
had been stated to be similar to a case of 
a document being called for, and produced 
on the subject of the trial of Mr. Has- 
‘tings. But adistinction was to be taken 
between the two cases; that was an act in 
itself legal, being a dispatch from govern- 
ment, and transmitted to India, and it be- 
came necessary to lay it before parliament 
in order to be decided upon; that which 
was now called for was only the epinion 
of a number of individuals, and, whatever 
weight that opinion might have, the house 
would form its own upon the facts, and not 
upon the opinion of others, as the right 
hon. secretary had justly stated; and, 
therefore, there was no ground laid for 
bringing this dispatch before the house. 
In saying this, he was not, proposing to de- 
lay the remedy if there was any miscon- 
duct. in the affairs of India; for the pro- 
priety or impropriety of the transactions 
of Oude did not decide the general merits 
ef tievaflairs of India, or of the con- 


$23] PARL. DEBATES, Arain 21, 1806.—Lord A. Hamilton’s Motion {ggg 


He did not find it diffi-| 


duct of the board of controul; they sayy 
be decided on their own merits, and 
opinion of individuals had nothing to 4 
with the general view of the affairs of Indig 
Nothing in the refusal of laying this dy 
patch before parliament, would have 
tendency of rendering the India board |g 
amenable to parliament than they wo 
be if the document was before the hon, 
A great part of the speech of the noth 
lord went to impeach the conduct ‘of i} 
board of controul, and to impeach the 
tem of general policy acted upon in Indy: 
but if he had any disposition to cengyp 
that board, he apprehended the noble Joy 
would find sofe difficulty in getting th 
support of the house, but the nen-c 
ance with this motion would be no obstah 
to him in that pursuit. The truth wy, 
that although he was aware that considen, 
ble difff@alties attached to the affairs of thy 
country in India, they were not insuperabk, 
neither was he disposed to take the sam 
gloomy view of them that some did, Qy. 
tainly the expenditure was very heave 
present, but that arose from the state ¢ 
war in which it was engaged, and whichh 
hoped would be of short duration ; hewa 
confident we should be able to strug 
with those. difliculties and to surmomt 
them, and although gentlemen appeared 
differ so much, yet he believed that oni 
close view of our condition in India, andi 
due consideration of ull our circumsta. 
ces, without which it would be impossiblt 
to form a correct opinion, the points of dit 
ference would not ultimately be so many 
as some gentlemen at present apprehentel, 
There was one general observation tol 
made on this subject, and that was, thi 
much of the conduct of the marquit d 
Wellesley, which some gentlemen appeattl 
disposed to censure, was conduct in dirt 
obedience to the direction of the legs 
lature itself; so that, if these measures wet 
wrong, no complaint should be mil 
against any power except that of the lege 
lature. As to the general merits of it 
transaction to which the document ni 
called for referred, opportunities would 
afforded of discussing them in due 

and that discussion would embrace, 
points besides those to which that di 
related, and which were not now undefilt 
view of the house, without which the ditel 
sion must be partial ; all which defects migt 
be supplied hereafter by a full discus 
of all the affairs of India, and nothing stil) 
of it could answer any good purpose,” 
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oMr. Paull said a few words expressive of 
his determination to lay before the house 
to-morrow, criminating charges against the 
marquis of Wellesley; and also of ‘his sur- 
prise that Mr. Fox should -not havé sup- 
the motion of the noble lord to- 
night, instead of moving the previous ques- 
tion upon it. , 
Lord H. Petty was desirous of explain- 
ing the reason for his vote on this occasion, 
which should be for the previous question 
moved by his right hon. friend. With his 
noble friend who opened this debate, he 
had the happiness to concur on general 
and great constitutional principles; and he | 
trusted he should long have that happiness 
uninterrupted by casual differences upon 
minor points. He thought it important to 
the public, that the paper now called 
for should, at some time or other, be intro- 
duced, and in voting for the previous ques- 
tion ke should be sorry that any oneshould 
conceive him to alter his opinion on the 
subject of the publicity of all sorts of ne- 
cessary documents for the information of 
thehouse. All he conceived to be the ef- 
fect of the previous question was this, that 
the production of the paper moved for at 
this particular moment should be suspen- 
‘ded until the accusation against the noble 
marquis should be disposed of one way or 
the other, that accusation being of a cri- 
Minating nature, and the authority of this 
paper could not be made use of in the 
house in voting on that accusation. This 
paper contained the opinion of certain in- 
dividuals on the conduct ofthat noble lord, 
and was a necessary piece of information 
for the house some time or other; but not 
80 at present, for it was an authority which 
it would be unjust for the house to weigh 
when considering the conduct of the no- 
ble marquis. The house would form its 
judgment of that noble marquis from his 
aetions, and not from the opinion of others. 
Although the house might hereafter pos- 
sess itself of the information which the pa- 
per contained, the house, in voting for the 
previous question now, only suspended the 
production of the paper until the pending 
‘accusation against the noble marquis should 
be disposed of one way or other, and then 
the paper might very properly be called for 
in order to the general discussion of India 
ae 
Mr. W. Smith said, he had so great 
® sense ofthe importance of the paper, 
‘that he would vote for the production of 1. 
even under the present circumstances, if i 
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could not be more properly produced at 
another time. The difficulties ministers 
had tocontend with at present, were so 
great, that he was sorry to see their atten- 
tion distracted by any Indiaw questions. 
When a virtual censure had been passed 
on lord Wellesley’s administration, by send- 
ing out the late noble governor, whom 
all lamented, to establish a contrary sy¥s- 
tem; aud when a noble lord, in whem 
there was every reason to confide, was 
about to be sent out to confirm the amend- 
ed system, he thought the proposed in- 
vestigation unuecessaty and unwise, When 
investigation was once entered upon, there 
would be no end to it. There must be a 
general revisal. He was astonished that 29 
out of 30 directors, had sat still when their 
opinions were so broadly departed from; that 
they submitted to sign a garbled and mu- 
tilated abstract of that opinion, and that 
they remained a whole year without co- 
ming to the house to remonstrate, under 
an insult that must have been most galling 
to their feelings. 

Dr. Laurence strenuously supported the 
original motion for the prodaction of the 
dispatch in question, as a necessary piece 
of information. He did not think it wise to 
depend much on the personul character and 
qualities of individuals in the conduct of 
public affairs, although he had no excep- 
tions to take to those who had been allu- 
ded to on this occasion. It was childish 
to say abuses should be suffered to go on 
because enquiry was inconvenient. ‘Io ab- 
stain from the production of a paper of the 
most useful general nature, because part of 
the information it contained miight be ap- 
plied to a particular question, he looked 
upon as foolish and absurd. The questions 
on the marquis Wellesley’s conduct were 
so plain and direct, that they could be ea- 
sily decided upon, without having recourse 
to collateral or remote matter, whieh no- 
bedy would think of connecting with them. 

Mr. Grant (late chairman of the India 
Company) said, that whatever his opinion 
might be of the system of measures pur- 
sued in India, in the latter years of lord 
Wellesley’s administration, as indeed of 
many of those measures he could not help 
thinking very unfavourably, yet he was no 
way concerned in bringing forward the en- 
quiries ftespecting them, which an hoa. 
member (Mr. Paull) had agitated in that 
house. It was not the practice of the court 
of directors, to bring impeachments before 
parhameat. They were not represented in 
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that house ; concord between the different |the charge respecting) Oude, but forithe 
‘branches of the India administration, was | purpose of bringing tle general Matter of if 
in general important to the due manage- | befure the house. This was a new questions 
-ment of affairs; and the situation: of the | and to'sucha proposition he ‘could. not re 
court was a delicate one, when they had to | fuse His assent, because: if| heldid, it: mi 
contend with persons of ‘high rank aud |seem: that ‘he was unwilling: to bring jut 
conneetions, who filled the first situations | public light;a:dispatch in the framing of 
in the India government, and supported | which, he had his share of responsibility, ang 
-probably, as they would be by the adminis-|to the contents of which, be still professed 
tration. at home; under which circum-|to adhere, It‘was true, he rather discoys 
stances, the mode of impeachment must|raged, and partly for some’ of the’ reasons 
-be a very uupromising and.inexpedient one | already mentioned, the demand made by 
-for them to take. Even without proceed- | the proprietors of India stock, |for the’ pro. 
ang to that extremity, they miust.in the} duction of this document; and how the 
circumstances described, sometimes find | letter had got into print,.as be. perceived it 
themselves, under great difficulties in fol- | now to be, he was utterly ignorant, hayj 
lowing what appeared to them to be the|had no idea of any intention to print it, 
-path of duty. Besides this general reason | till he observed a gentleman. reading itas 
which weighed with him as a member of!a pamphlet, in the course of that debate, 
the Direction, he thought it evident that|But the letter being so far public, anda 
unless the leading talents and influence{ motion being:made to bring it before that 
of that house supported a motion for im-| house, it was impossible for him “to do 
-peachment, an attempt to introduce it,} otherwise than support such a motion, 
must prove a vain attempt; he moreover] The letter contained the deliberate sente 
thought the present crisis, in which the| ments of the court of directors, uponate 
safety of the nation called for the chief| view, not indeed of the whole of lord We 
care and attention of the house, an unsuit-|lesley’s administration, but of various meae 
.able time for going into sv intricate and] sures of that administration, upon whieh 
tedious a business as the impeachment of| they had. thought it their duty to animads 
an Indian governor would be found; and{ vert. Considerable as the talents of mar- 
he avowed still another reason for being{quis Wellesley were allowed to be, and 
disinclined at the present moment to the] happy as some parts of his administration 
agitation of such a. measure, namely, the} were, the court had been necessitated to 
importance of preserving to the country in|express their disapprobation of many 
its actual situation, the union of all the ta-| things, and for his own part Mr. Grant 
Jents and interests which formed the pre-| said, he lamented the occasion given for it, 
sent administration, among the members of| In particular, the letter in question cone 
‘which, it was understood that a difference| tained the opinion of the court upon some 
of sentiment respecting the conduct of the] of the subjects, which an hon. gent. (Mf, 
late government did exist, and that differ-| Paull) had brought before the house; and, 
ence;.if they were forced into the public} notwithstanding all the ingenuity, ability, 
assertion of it, perhaps upon various points, |and eloquence, with which a right hou, 
might have consequences prejudicial to the} gent. (Mr. Fox) had opposed the produce 
country. Influenced by these views, though | tion of the letter, because it was said tobe 
he had at first approved of the intention of} the opinion of a third party on a cause at 
an hon. colleague of his (Mr. Huddle-j issue between the bon. gent. (Mr. Paull) 
stone) to move for an extract of the paper] and the late governor-general, yet he (Mm 
now in question, as calculated to elucidate} Grant) could not reconcile it to justice, 
a subject already before the house: yet, | or indeed, to common sense, that in such 
on further consideration, and on hearing|case the opinion of the India company, 
‘the ground on which that motion would/ given in the most regular form in whichit 
_be resisted, he had avised his hou, colleague} could be expressed, should be shut out 
to drop his intention. But the. present|The company of whom the court of de 
motion was avery different one.’ It, did| rectors: were the executive body, was al 
not call for an extract of the proposed dis-| integral part of the system framed by the 
atch of the court of directors, inorder to} legislature, for the government “of British 
throw light on the Oade negociation of|India. It was the right and duty of the 
1801 ; it called for the whole of that dis-| court to. propose their opinions and ordes 
patch, not with any particular reference to| upon all important subjects relating to the’ 








429) PAARL. DEBATES,-Arnty 21, 1800.—for Papers relating to India. [830° 


“enment of our Eastern Empire ; © and 
to shut out the sentiments. of that body 
inva parliamentary’ enquity“into: any ‘ot 
those subjects, seemed to bim-contrary to 
the whole spirit and tenor af the ‘constitu- 
tion, given*by ‘the Jaw’ to British India: 
He thought it? no ‘valid’ objection “to the 

duction of their opinions ia parhament; 
that the board. of ‘controul'had not sanc- 
tidned them, “Phat reason might’ operate 
the other way! ‘The Indian governmeat 
asinow framed, might-be considered as a 
system of ‘checks: thé board‘ of ‘commis- 
sioniers, contiolldd the court of directors; 
tlleourt of directors, had to judge of the 
conduct of the govetnment-general; the go- 
veriment-general iits turn, bad always the 
poyerof represefitition respecting such or- 
ders'from home, as it found 'to-be inexpe- 
dient for the publie interests;. but the go- 
verimént-generaldbroad,confederatingwith 
_thé board of controal at home, the one by 
ofiginating Mmeasures there, ‘the ‘other by 
upholding those ‘measures -herey might 'en- 
tirely exclade: the-court of ditedtors from 
any part, either for or agaifist those’ mea- 
bares, and Wy! means’of the channel of ‘the 
secret comiitree, even’ from the kuowledge 


of theni! ‘Such, it’ fact, had been the case. 


With* respect -to!the’ Oude negociation in 
question, It. was’ therefore’ but thie'more 
naturaland Necessary, that if -parliament 
wished “to ‘have ful) information’ on . this 
subject,’ which isnow’ before the house; 
the ‘opinion of the court’ of directors, as 
part'of stich information, should be’ recei- 
veédynot as’ a-decision of the case, for then 
the» objection of injustice urged by the 
Tight. hon. gent. might lie; but’as throwing 
lighvupon it whieh! would better. enable 
the'house'to forin its'own judgment. Mr. 
Grant said; he did Hot support the motion 
forithe reasowy assigned for it by the noble 
lérd, that-ofifounding a charge against the 
late board of controul. “He was happy to 

with thany’ of the other seritiments 
€xpréssed by' thé noble lord, but’be:did not 
Uésife ‘to bring “forward any-such charge. 
Between the “departments of: the India 
board Pand the‘otrt' of ‘directors, diversi- 
ties of “opinion ‘might’ be’ expected, and if 
théréWas not atouciliatory'spirit maintain- 
¥d! between’ them; every difference might 
bépiislied to an/éxtréme, that would inter 
Yufit the*pablic bidsiiiess.: Certainly, the 
WUE hGd differed’ Widely from: the “late 
boara of cdntroul, concerning the conduct 
aiid metsures of marquis Wellésley, ‘and 
thecourt thought the proceeding of ‘that 





boardin relation to these points wrong, 
but- he was not’ prepared to accuse the 
board \of acting’ contrary to its opinions, 
and in the general conduct of the late 
board, he was full as ready as if the noble 
lord’ (Castlereagh): who presided over it 
was still in/place,'to acknowledge the’abi- 
lity, clearness and ‘intelligence, which he 
manifested in the business ofits. Mr. Grant 
suid; he could not hear without uneasiness, 
some observations which had been thrown 
out by the noble mover, and another speak- 
ef, concerning, the’ situation of the court 
of directors, in being obliged to sign dis-’ 
patches dictated to them by. the board of 
eontroul. ‘It did ‘happen that this power 
was sometimes exercised by the’ board, 
and in cases of great moment, The law 
had given them this'power. But in the ge- 
neralcurrency’ of affairs, in the- thousands 
of orders which were ‘to be given upon. all 
the ‘various subjects relating to India;’the 
court ériginated the dispatches, and those 
dispatches were seldom materially altered. 
To attempt a change now, would be a de+ 
licate, and might be a dangerous underta~ 
king. ‘Fime’ and‘practice had consolidated, 
forthe getieral purposes of practical utility, 
the different parts of the complex machine 
of Indian government; and on the whole, 
it had* from habit’acquired a- facility of 
movement: ' If one piece'was taken away; 
others'might be: weakened, and in short; 
the whole‘machine be‘destroyed. He theré- 
fote deprecated an attempt to make any 
change, the whole extent and effect of 
which should not be distinctly seen and 
proved to be beneficial. ' On the whole, he 
said, he should vote for the original motion: 

Lord Temple said, it was necessary to ex« 
plain, that this proposed dispatch, condem- 
ning the administration of lord: Wellesley 
had not been prepared. till 4 or 5 years of 
his government had expired. The autho~ 
rities he had to look to for the guidance of 
his ‘conduct had not till then expressedany 
dissatisfaction. It was at the request of 
the court’ of directors'that lord: Wellesley 
retained the government in 1802, - This 
dispatchof disapprobation had notbeen pro- 
posed to the board of controul till the noble 
marquis was on the seas to return’ to this 
country, and had’ never reached himy ‘He 
wislied ‘forthe production of every paper 
tending to elucidate the case, but this did 
not’ bear on the case, and it went to excite 
prejudices of the most unjust nature, 

Mr. Windham, though sorry to differ-from 
certain right hon. friends of his upon the 
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present occasion, yet, feeling the question 


one of great importance, and himself there- | 


fore hound . to express-an opinion upon, it, 
he must give an.impartialone; and, there- 
fore, keeping totally aut.of view all personal 
considerations, as with respect to.lord Wel- 
lesley, and ‘considering the question merely 
as between A.and B.he wascleerly ofapinion 
that the papers ought to be produced. For 
though the house was bound to maintain 
wnpertial justice with respect to the cha- 
racter and conduct of lord Wellesley, yet it 
was not bound to shut its eyes and ears to 
every thing else upon the great subject of 
Indian affairs. It would not be fair toigive 
the authority of the court of directors a- 
gainst what had been done,. neither would 
it be fait to give their sanction and. opinion 
asan authority approving of that conduct 
which the house would be called upon. to 
try-.oIn the present. instance, however, 
there was no great danger of the house 
being misled by the production of the pa- 
pers, as the contents of them were already 
pretty well known. Thinking, therefore, 


that the production of those papers could 
be.of no material advantage or disadvan- 
tage te the case of the noble lord, he was 
inclined to vote for-their. production, be- 
cause he thought that the house had.a right 
to be put in possession of the means of 


estimating and. ascertaining the value of] | 


the authority of the court vf directors. 
Although, perhaps, according tothe strict 
rules. of one of the cours of Westminster 
hall,,those papers should not be granted, 
yet he conceived that parliament. should 
not befettered iy the same manner. He 
could see no objection to the production 
of the papers in the shape they had 
been proposed, and as he thought they 
might convey much. useful information 
to the house, he should support the origi- 
nal motion, ' 

Tne. Master of the Rolls observed, that 
nothing could be more widely different than 
the grounds which had been taken by the 
different gentlemen who were for the pro- 
duction of these papers. . Some supported 
it ag the means of exculpating the board of 
directors, and others as justilying the con-~ 
duct of lord Wellesley; while another hon. 
gent. seemed to consider, that the great ad- 
vantage in producing the papers woul! be 
to interest the house in the affairs of India, 

-and- combine them with the enquiries that 
were tobe made. All parties, however, 
appeared to agree in this conclusion, that it 
would be most unjust and unfair thet 


‘those papers’ should ‘have ANY , operation 
against the nable lord, or create, any Prejuy 
idice whieh, might be to. his disadvan 
The general argument appeared to him jy 
haye been completely answered by the right 
hoa, gent. who moved the previous ques, 
tion. Butthe manper the noble lord meant 
to, apply sthe, papers, if they should, 
granted, appeared to him, in. the bi 
degree unjust... Whateyer might be-the 
opinion or the conduct of the court of gi, 
rectors, or of the board of controul, nophi 
would be more unfair than that lord Wel, 
lesley should be judged of, or condemned, 
through their medium, With respect jg 
that noble lord, the bouse should, conside 
itself somewhat in; the,.nature of .a grand 
jury, and although it might not be fet 

by the same. rules which governed inferioy 
jurisdictions, yet it was bound not to depart 
from the substantial principles: of justicg, 
He did not feel that the house, was driven 
to the'dilemma which, bad been stated by 
an hon, gent.; but if he had no otheralter 
native but. to. chuse between permitting. 
false impression to remain, orto. introduc 
a body of evidence which he considered 
contrary, to the established principles of 
justice, he should prefer the former. He 
therefore felt himself obliged to oppose tht 
production, of the papers. || 0 
Mr. Alexander disapproved of the me 
tion, and thought the house, ‘in ordering 


a graud.jury examining, evidence, not for 
the purpose of trying the validity of the 
charge, but with a view to make new, aco 
sations. | This practice he deprecated asib 
legal and unjust. — “= ios ae 
Mr. Fuller, thought.it quite inconsistent 
to refuse the production of a document in 
that house, which had obtained such pub 
licity out of doors, and which was some 
terial to inform gentlemen upon the sub 
ject to which it referred. ; tah 
Mr. Wilberforce said, that on accountal 
his long and private friendship with th 
marquis Wellesley, he had hitherto forbom 
to deliver his opinion on these subjects 
but he could, not see how the production @ 
this paper cvuld at all affect his case. 4 
fact was, that the paper was substantis 
before the house, and already printed, bu 
it was printed in. a surreptitious, manmeh 
without. the name of any bookseller pir 
fixed to it, and cireylated in an indirect 
way. He therefore thought it woud! 
much beiter that it should. come,bere 
them regularly and officially, The gover 
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ment of India was, in ‘many respects; ‘an 
, and there were two parts that he 
thought should be kept distiuct, namely, 
the:political’ power and the patronage of 
India.’ As for the patronage, he thoughtit 
might ‘be daugerous to the constitution, it- 
sith great additional patronage was to be 
iveti-to the minister, and he therefore 
shought it would remain more safely in the 
hands of the’ court of directors. Ass for 

iticat measures, when there should be a 
difference of opinion between the court of 
directors ‘and the board of controul, he 
thought the opinion of the laster should 
preponderate. It appeared to him, that 
the court of directors should, however, pos- 
sess'every means of elucidating their con- 
duct, and manifesting the opinions they held 
on India affairs, For this purpose he should 
vote for the production of the paper. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he perfectly agreed 
with the right hon. gent. who spoke last, 
that the court of directors should certainly 
have-an opportunity, at a proper time, of 
putting the bouse in possession of their 
sentiments upon the affairs of India; but 
it did not appear to him that the present 


was'the proper time, when the production |" 


of the paper might have an effect on the 
question of impeachment, which the house 
were to decide on. It had been observed 
by every body, that the paper ought not to 
have any influence upon that question. It 
therefore appeared to him better, that it 
should not be produced until it was deci- 
ded. He concluded by suggesting a reso- 
lution, “ that the altered dispatch of the 
Sdof April, 1805, had not the sanction of 
the court of directors.” 

The Speaker suggested to the hon. gent. 
that it would be necessary first to put the 
previous question. > 

Lord 4. Hamilton shortly replied to the 
arguments that had been urged against his 
motion, and disclaimed the idea of having 
brought it forward with any view of preju- 
dicing the case of the noble marquis. 

‘Mr. Windham observed, that one great 
‘Ubjection to the resolution proposed by his 
tighthon. friend was, that the house-would 
thus adopt a resolution for which they had 
‘do authority before them. 

Lord: Castlereagh it reply to a question 
put by: Mr. Fox, stated, that the dispatch 


, Tespecting the treaty of Oude, in 1803, had 


‘first drawn up by the court of direc- 
tors, and altered by the commissioners of 
4 of controul. In every thing that 
tid not relate to questions of war or-peace, 


the dispatches originated: with the court of 
directors. 

Mr. Jervis was of opinion that.a period 
mightiarrive when it would "be proper to 
produce this paper; but he thought it was 
hot proper now. The house ouglit not to 
receive. any thing against lord Wellesley 
that would not be received in a court of 
equity. 

Mr. R. Thornton said, the house appeared 
to him to be ina great error in matter ‘of 
fact. The court of directors had first 
written a dispatch, which censured strongly 
some part-of lord Wellesley’s conduct. The 
board of controul altered that dispatch inia 
great many respects, and softened down se- 
veral of the expressions ; but still what ré- 
mained was, as far as it went, the opinion 
of the court of directors. A fight hon. 
gent. had conceived an improper opinion 
of the court of. directors, if he’ supposed 
they could be absolutely forced to sign pa- 
pers contrary to their opinion. If there 
were no other way of avoiding that, they 
had at least the liberty to resign their situa- 
tions.—The question was then called for, 
and, on the house dividing; there appeared 

For Lord A. Hamilton’s motion 27 

For the previous question’ 4°. I2L 

Majority for the previous question 94 
List of the Minority. 

Andover, Lord Moore, P. 

Babington, T. Paull, J. 

Fane, —— Porcher, J. D. 

Fonblanque, J. Praed, W. 

Francis, P. Prinsep, J. 

Fuller, Js Robarts, J. 

Grant, C. Thellusson, G. W, 

Huddleston, J. Thornton, R. 

Hatchinsen, C, H. Wilberforce, W. 

Inglis, sir H. Windham, W. 

Keck, A. TELLERS. 

Laurence, F. Hamilton, Lord A. 

Mills, C. Johnstone, G. 

Mills, W. , 


[INTERCOURSE BETWEEN AMERICA AND 
tHe West-Inpta Istanps.} Mr. Rose, . 
pursuant to notice, called the attention of 
the house to the intercourse between the 
United States and our West-India colonies. 
The right hon. gent. entered into a detailed 
account of the trade of the colonies, and the 
manner in which they had been supplied 
with provisions and lumber, previous to the 
relaxation of the navigation law, in ordér 
to allow them to recetve supplies of these 


‘articles from the United States, &c. in the 


shipping of America. When the first appli- 
cation was made to wien to gratit this in- 
dulgence to the West-India planters, a 
commission of enquiry was appointed, axié 
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it was found that the necessity stated ‘by 
the planters did not exist, and that the ap- 
prehensions of'scarcity, which they then ex- 
pressed, were groundless. A strong reason 
aginst complying with their wishes arose 
ut. of jthe importance of this branch: of 
trade’ to our commercial interest and our 
maritime «strength. In fact, it appeared 
that before the American shipping were 
‘allowed: to trade ‘with our colonies, we had 
in that employment no less than 937 ships, 
of 110,000 tons, and 6,500 seamen. But 
since the exclusion of American shipping 
had been released, to which gentlemen felt 
at necessary to assent in the year 1793,-4 
-diminution of a most alarming nature had 
taken place in the quantity of our shipping 
in the colonial trade. In fact it was redu- 
aed to.167 ships, of 19,000 tons, and only 
1,300 men. Such was the consequence of 
) this. relaxation... But yet, great as the su- 
crifice was, government was urged to ac- 
cede to it for the accommodation of the 
planters, for the supply of the colonies. 
-The concession was however made to the 
. pressure of strong necessity, and if a simi- 
lar-necessityshould recur, he would not be 
disposed to resist a similar concession, al- 
ways, however, letting the responsibility 
for.such acts lie with the governors of the 
islands, He-had heard that it was intended 
to transfer. this responsibility to the minis- 
try at home; and he deprecated such an 
intention. He was sure it would be dan- 
gerous, and that, if responsibility were 
withdrawn from the governors, it would fix 
no where, and the consequetice would be, 
that the trade with our colonies would be 
thrown open altogether to the Americans. 
The colonial governors would surely be 
the best judges of the existence of any ne- 
cessity for the admission of American ships, 
Indeed, that necessity, if he was rightly in- 


formed, was not likely again to occur, if 


weasures were taken to enforce the provi- 
sions of the navigation act. If American 
ships were altogether excluded, he was as- 
sured; that. there were numbers of British 
‘shipowners, who would be ready to freight 
a sufficient numberof British ships, to 
carry eyery necessary article from America 
for the supply -of our colonies, and after- 
wards to bring home our colunial produce. 
To enforce the exclusion of the Americans 


was necessary, in order to encourage our 


ewn American colonies, which he. shewed, 
from an account ofits supply of certain arti- 
cles, wasicompetent to furnish our islands 
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supposition, and yet those colonies a g 
ed to decrease in wealth and populationg 
the United States advanced, The'sigh Bp 
hon. gent., with a view to-impress:upgy .* 
the house the importance of this subject a 
stated the various interests that werelim Bo; 
volved; be particularly dwelt uponith H ¢ 
consequences resulting to the East-India Hof 
Co. from the intercourse of America with of 
our colonies. The fact was, that not anay li 
ticle of our East-India produce found iy Hg 
way of late either to the British or Spanish HF to 
colonies but through American tradem, BH 6 
That our colonists could not find anan & th 
ket for their rum, if not allowed an inter pe 
course, was ap assertion which he deemed cl 
of no weight; and it was absurd to say U 
that it would tend to throw any impeds @ Br 
ment iv the way of our amicable under tre 
standing with America; if our navigation fa 
laws were rigidly enforced, that county gi 
could not, consistently, complain of om @ gu 
{| resolution to maintain that which bad been, th 
for so long a period, the law of England th 
but which was, in fact, one of the funds cot 
mental laws of every maritime state, Toi We 
there was no rich state to be found which St! 
did not maintain a monopoly of theitrade ma 
of its colonies. Under all the circumstance, the 
he warmly recommended to ministesso Br 
enquire into this subject most carefully ric 
before they attempted to carry into effect ) 
the design ascribed to them. The stereh ave 
of the ship-owners, the planters themselves of: 
the manutacturers, and the East-IndiaGo, @ gen 
all of which were concerned-in this affai, no: 
ought to be well weighed and considered ben 
‘Towards the planters he felt a very nati cou 
ral disposition to accommodate, for he ws way 
much interested in West-India propery, was 
baving himself a large estate there. But the 
would consent to no accommodation yy say 
which threatened such consequences 0% cole 
Greut-Britain, as the reported project scat 
ministers was likely to produce. Hedej™ bad 
clared, as the conviction of his mind, thi and 
if the salutary restraints of the navigall® nity 
law were enforced upon this point, thi nati 
from even its present reduced state, thet Soo: 
vances of our colonial trade would besi@gm une 
that we should soon employ in thatbré clare 
from 100 to 150 thousand tons of 8 pliec 
and from 8 to 10 thousand seameny cess 
right hon. gent. concluded with movings{ii i blish 
1,“Anaccountofthe number of Britishshingy left 
their tonnage, and the number of men@#y% Bors 
ployed in the trade between Great-Briaa@ Uon, 
and the United States of Americayf00 thew 
Sth Jan. 1789, to Sth Jan, 1906; dislitiy whic 





with more than seemed to be the general 
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‘ching each” year.-—2» An account of the 
sig of snipe. their tonnage, and num- 
per:of men emploved in the same, which 
‘pelonged to the British West-India islands, 
andthe:British. colonies on the Continent 
ofAmerica, and which were employed in 
the trade between those islands (exclusive 
ofsettiements captured), and the Continent 
of America, from 5th Jan. 1792, to 5th Jan: 
1806}-distinguishing each year, and distin- 
guisbing those trading fromthe West Indies 
tothe United States,from thoseto the British 
Continental colonies.—3. An account of 
the quantities: of provisions and lumber im- 
rted into the British West-Indies, (ex- 
clusive of conquered=islands) from the 
United States of: America, and from the 
British Continental colonies respectively, 
from Sth: Jan. 1793, to 5th Jan. 1806, so 
far as the same can be made up; distin- 
guishing’ each year, and distinguishing the 
quantities imported in British ships, from 
those in: foreign ships.—4. An account of 
the quantities of rum, sugar, coffee, and 
cotton ‘wool, exported from the British 
West-India Islands, from 5th Jan. 1793, to 
5thiJan. 1806, so far as the same can be 
made.up; distinguishing each year, and 
the quantities to the United States, to the 
British colonies ov the Continent of Ame- 
rica, ‘and to Great Britain respectively.” 
Lord H. Petty had no. hesitation in 
avowing the intention to make that transfer 
of responsibility of which the right hon. 
gent. professed to disapprove, and he had 
no doubt that it would prove-to be a most 
beneficial change. ‘The house and the 
country must feel, that the most convenient 
way of supplying our West-India islands 
was from America; and the object of 
the! proposed arrangement was, that this 
supply should) be regular; that the 
colonies | should be. protected from the 
scatcities and fluctuations of supply, which 
had.been productive of so much calamity 
and.desolatiun. It was material to huma- 
nity and justice, that some fixed determi- 
nation should be come to upon the subject; 
Sooner than:leave it in its. present state of 
uncertainty, it would be even better to: de» 
elare,that the islands must be wholly  sup- 
plied:from: G. Britain, It was highly nes 
eestary that! some system should bé estas 
blished, :and; that’ matters, should. not be 
left: to. the \discretion:or. cession of gover- 
hors, The! conduct of the last administra~ 
tion,»'to’ which ; the: measune, belonged; 
thewed: that! the relaxation:;of . the: law, 
Which the: night bon..gent. would now draw 
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so tight, was necessary to the provisional 
subsistence of our islands, for they relaxed 
that Jaw'both during war and peace. As 
to the right hon. gent.’s allusion to the ca¢ 
pacity'of our American possessions to sip= 
ply our islands, that could bé best jadged 
of by this fact, that these pdssessidrs found 
it necessary themselves to apply to govern- 
ment fur a relaxation of 'the law’ in theit 
own favour, in order that'they might ob: 
tain provision from ‘the United States. 
The scarcity which produced ‘this applica- 
tion was, no doubt, in some’ measure, thé 
effect. of \accident; but yet, in provi- 
ding for the subsistence of men, he would, 
as much as possible, guard against the re- 
currence of even accident, The’roble lord 
concluded with remarking, : that, although 
he felt the proper time for the discussion 
of this: subject would be when the general 
question was under consideration, still he 
could not persuade himself to withhold the 
observations he had’made. « , 

Lord Castlereagh said he could nevet 
consent. to-any measure that wert so ma- 
terially to affect the commerce and shipping 
interest of the country’as thé one about to 
be adopted by his majesty’s ministers. The 
rule had been, and it was the rule he als: 
ways wished to see’ observed, that when- 
ever such importations as those in question 
were permitted, the persons permitting 
them should act not according but con- 
trary to law; and that it should afterwards 
be in the discretion of parliament, accords 
ing to the nature or necessity of the case, 
to indemnify them for their breach of a pos 
sitive law, 

Mr. Fudler said, there was ‘a ‘certain fa= 
tality attending some men, which was that 
they never were able to abundonaby opis 
nion they had once adopted, ‘however er+ 
roneous it might be. This seemed ‘to be 
now the case with those who in ‘their de 
votion for the navigation laws, would suf» 
fer the West Indies to be ruined, abd theit 
inhabitants starved for want of neces- 
saries. Had: not the governors. of the 
islands permitted the importation ‘of pro- 
visions, the imbabitents' of the’ islands 
would have perished: Bat governors might 
not always be disposed to ‘act on their 
responsibility; and the islands ‘might-be in 
want. He wished'to know how'thtey could 
be supplied by British ships ? At‘this moa 
ment we were not able ‘to ‘pet: seamen to 
man our havy, much>less to.sénd ships out 
to carry On:a circuitous trade’ to ‘America, 





and thence tothe West Indies: Theexport of 





West-India commedities would be conside- 
nably checked if the American, intercourse 
was not permitted. The conduct pursued by 
"the right hon, gent. (Mr. Rose). reminded 
him. of other measures, adopted by him,to 
when. be acted under, the late-chancellor of 
the exchequer. They gave unlimited encou- 
ragement to the importation of brandy, and 
the consequence. was that the poor West- 
Iudia planters ‘could hardly finda market 
for. their rum. , The. measure. now about 
tobe adopted by goverament. would. have 
@. most beneficial effect, and itmet with his 
decided approbation. ' tot 
_ Sin W..Young approved of, the measure 
about to be adopted by ministers; as.did also 
Mr. Barham, who said that so; great was 
the.scarcity of shipping to carry away. the 
produce. of the plantations, that he had 
200 hogsheads of rum lying atone: time 
for 6 months, without any. means:of send- 
ing them away. As to British. ships: car- 
rying on the trade to, the- colonies which 
the, Americans did, none would be found 
to, do it, jporn9d 
Mr. Rose, said, that the trade was isnf+ 
ficiently profitable to afford a temptation 
to our merchants to carry it on.—The mo- 
t:ons were then agreed to, m 
{Suave Imeortation Bits) .On the 
order. for going into. a committee on the 
Slave Importation bill, 
Mr. Rose said, it: was the duty of the 
house seriously to, consider how the pas- 
sing of such an act as this might affect the 
trade and manufactures of, the country; 
On that very evening a message had been 
brought. down from. his majesty, with ap 
account of acts of hostility practised against 
this country. by Prussia, and he hoped 
there would be,but, one opinion in that 
house, and in, the country, as.to the.course 
we, Ought to pursue om such an: occasion: 
The house, must be aware that the exclusion 
of our vessels from Prussiap ports would 
materially, affect the export of our manu- 
factures, and. on, that account be did not 
wish to,.see. any measure, adopted - which 
should serve to inereaserthat evil. . If the 
trade, carried on to the coastref: Africa was 
diminished,.nof only..woeuld the, sale of 
British, commodities, be, diminished, but 
the trade, itself .would, be, taken-up by»the 
Americans; and.en the score of humanity, 
it. was,much better it should bevcarvied an 
by this countrys: om,.account.of:the supe- 
rior. good .,treatment.. which . slaves :-met 
with in, British .ships—The.bil >was then 
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J MOUSE OF LORDS: 95» yopigiy 
mii Lit, DUG Tuesday, April QPeizig VOR ay 
(Mixures.] The West-lndiaGovermon 
Indemnity bill was:read a 3d time andy 
sed.-—-On the motion. of) lord: Auc 
the order for taking the report, of the Im 
peachment ProceedingsC ommittee intorgy, 
sideration to-morrow, was discharged; ang 
the report was ordered: to. be referredtoth 
said committee for »revision, &¢.—Ea 
Stanhope moved, that the order for com, 
mitting the bill for the:more eflectually Dig, 
covering of Treth from Witnesses, shauldly 
further postponed till the 19th of May, 
which was ordered accordingly. ony 
vis 4 SS ) oa 
sch} (| HOUSE OF: COMMONS#!" bony) 
i Tuesday, April 22... saath 
[Mowwres.]) ‘Tbe hon, Henty Erskin 
(lerd:advocate of Scotland) and: MrwWidg 
ham took tie oaths and their seats.<My, 
Whitbread moved, that a committee h 
appointed: to view the court erected i: 
Westminster-hall for the trial of ‘lond-Vig 
count Melville, and to report what 
modation and convenience had been matt 
for the members of the house when pie 
sent at the said trial, and that the managen 
for conducting the impeachment shouldbe 
the said committee; which motions wa 
agreed to.——FHe moved also, that theo 
der be read:from the journals, niade onth 
13th July, 1805,.for the attorney-genemlis 
institute a prosecution against lord Mé 
ville and Mr. Trotter, and which was sine 
suspended, ‘should be read. by the:clet, 
which was agreed to ; and the orden beiag 
then read, he moved that the said origin 
order be discharged, which was carriedte 
cordingly.—The order of the day: beim 
read for taking into consideration hig 
jesty’s. message, Mri Fox observed, thatw 
it: wauldi be more‘convenient for the met 
bers to. take the message into consideratitt 
to-morrow, heshould move, thatthesaid@# 
der be discharged, which was agreed tov 
thea moved, that itbe taken into. conside® 
tion to-inorrow.. Ordered. +4 al 
. (Verunrexr Estasiisament. pall 
Perceval, in rising to move for the. papény 
which he had-given notice, thoughtitnet 
sary to state the reasons which inducedal 
toisubmit such a motion, and. theo 
whith he had in-view. This paper, 
ready distinctly and clearly to sayy ™ 
meant ‘to’ apply to that partoof the mp 
hon, secretary's argument upon wiIch® 
seemed so ‘much to ‘rely im the discus 
of.abformer ‘evening, aud which im 
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formed, in that right hon.gent.'s own jue 
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menty the stfongest ‘reason’ to justify his 
extraordinary and exceptionable propo- 
sition : respecting’ the volunteers. , The 
r ofiextraordinary and exceptiona- 
ple-he didnot, of course, mean to apply 
tothe whole of the right hon. gent.’s plan. 
But» with regard to the volunteers, he had 
no difficulty: in pronouncing it totally ob- 
ectionable, as ithad’a tendency not merely 
to the immediate reduction, but at no dis 
tantday, in all probability, to the complete 
extinction of that useful body. The con- 
sequence of the right hon. gent.’s arrange- 
ment it could not be difficult to anticipate. 
jr obviously must lead to one or other of 
these efiects: either to drive 300,000 able, 
efective, and ‘ardent’ men, to lay down 
their arms altogether, and quit the service 
intdisgust, or, if not, to keep them in at 
least a state of comparatively less utility 
to the country. For what was proposed 
that. must not operate to degrade the vo- 
juntéers in their own opinion, and in ‘that 
ofthe country also? Was ‘it not, in fact, 
meant to make the volunteer corps a stig- 
matized asylum from the operation of the 
eompulsory levy ? Could any man doubt 
the justice of this statement who had at- 
tended to the right hon. gent. on a former 
evening, or who recollected the uniform 
tenor of his remarks upon the volunteer 
institution? The right hon. gent. appedred to 
restagood deal of his hostility to this insti- 
tution’on the expence which it occasioned, 
and therefore it was extremely desirable 
tliat the house should be informed of the 
4eal' amount of that expence, distinguish- 
ingethe different heads of expenditure. 
Whew this account should be laid on the 
table; it: would be seen what part of the 
“expence complained: of, could be discon- 
tinued; and gentlemen would have, an 
Opportunity of comparing the amount of 
the'gum ‘to be laid out with the value of 
theservice. It would-be also seen what 
Proportion’ the: amount of this expendi- 
' trehad:to'the produce of the income tax, 
to which the right hon. secretary alluded. 
Noidoubs; the expence hitherto incurred 
by the volunteers was considerable, but he 
badno difficulty in saying that-a great part 
ofthat expence was such as could not 
recur again, and therefore could form’no 
feason’ at present in support of a measure 
that) was ‘calculated to disband a ‘consider- 
able 'part of that body, and to disgust the 
Whole. There'were, in fact, many heads of 
service upot which the expence might be 
saved altogether, without at all working 
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any diminution of the number or efficiency 
of the volunteers. This would appear when 
the'paper, for which he meant to move, 
should be produced, aid he was, of course, 
as a friend to the volunteer system, desi- 
rous that it should be laid before the house. 
He should be also desirous to have an esti- 
mate brought forward of the éxpence likely 
toarise from the compulsory training of 
the people. If such an estimate could not 
now be obtained, he should of course, 
defer any application for it. But, he would 
feel much satisfaction if it could be produ- 
ced, because parliament and the country 
would then have‘an opportunity of com- 
parting at once the expéence, and the servi- 
ces’also, that were’ to be looked for from 
the “two ‘systems, and of examining their 
comparative value. If the expence of the 
two should prove to be equal, it would be 
for the house to consider, whether the 
proposed change should take place? Whe- 
ther Englishmen, who voluntarily stood 
forward in the hour of peril, should be dis- 
banded, to make room fora reluctant, con- 
strained levy ? It was the first time tha¢ 
such a proposition had been made in this 
country, and it required but a Tittle consi- 
deration indeed, to_estimate the difference 
between the two kinds ofservice. Sure he 
was, that parliament could hardly be per- 
suaded to adopt a measure of forcibly train- 
ing, particularly where they felt it to be 
unnecessary, and if they felt it to be unne- 
cessary, they must feel it to be unconsti- 
tutional. For whatever he might think of 
the right of the state to call upon the po~ 
pulation of the country to arm in its de- 
fence; however he might conceive the 
prerogative of the crown entitled to sum- 
mon the whole people together, and he 
remembered to have carried that doctrine 
further than the right hon. gent., still he 
always felt the right and exercise of the 
prerogative to depend on the pressure of 
thé necessity. But he could not imagine 
the degree of nature of the nécegsity, 
which could justify the compulsory levy of 
200,000 men, in’ preference to the employ- 
ment of 300,000 able, well-disciplined vo- 
lunteers, Whether such a measure should 
be'tuken, it would be for parliament tg - 
determine ; but, in order that it should be 
enabled to determine justly, he thought 
the fullest enquiry should be made, Having 
said: so much as to the object éfhis motion, 
the hon. gent. proceeded to comment'oy 
some late proceedings out of doors. upon 
tiuis, subject. The volunteers foried, he 
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was well aware, rather a delicate,question 
at present. Considerable agitation, and 
ferment prevailed abroad respecting it, and 
nothing could be farther. from his.wish, in 
introducing this motion, than, to increase 


“in any degree a ferment of that nature, the 


existence of which every thinking man 
must regret. It would, therefore, be a great 
misconception of his,object,, to suppose 
that by this motion he meant to encourage 
any disposition to discontent.among the 
‘volunteers. He should most sincerely. de- 
precate any thing that could contribute.to 
sash an effect. Indeed it was seriously to 
be deplored, that. the volunteers, or any 
other description. of persons, should, take 
up any impression from the mere proposi- 
tion of a measure in parliament,.as to what 
parliament was likely to do., For.just. in 
the same degree that. any such measure 
was unjust or unwise, or likely to. press 
severely upon them, should any portion of 
the people feel that parliament would not 
feel disposed to adopt it. ‘The people should 
at least wait until the decision of parlia- 
ment was known., And, until:that decision, 
instead of apprehending evil, their presump- 
tion ought to be, that such @ measure 
would not be adopted. The character of 
parliament, and the just respect which the 
people entertained for it, should naturally 
incline the public mind to that presump- 
tion. To the volunteers he particularly ad- 
dressed .these obvervations; and to indi- 
cate a disposition different from that he 
recommended, would on their part, to say 
the least of it, be impolitic and unwise, 
For any indecorous conduct, at present 
particularly, must be injurious to them- 
selyes and their advocates, by furnishing 
to their enemies the strongest arguments 
against them. He felt, however, that. it 
must, be confessed the disgust and discon- 
tent.of the volunteers was, in-a great mea- 
sure, excusable. It, was very natural. for 
them to complain when they heard lan- 
guage used respecting them, by a govern. 
ment composed, for the most: part, of: men 
who originally encouraged their formation, 
and who almost uniformly, panegyrized 
their conduct. When they saw any part,of 
such a government, instead of patronizing 
them, manifesting a wish:to throw impedi- 
ments and obstacles in their way, the same 
feelings which led the volunteers. to quit 
their habits. and employments to prepare 
for the field of war, must now dispose them 
to chagrin and disappointment, When they 
were held up as a disgrace to.the military 
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| profession ; when. told that it was. ide 


grading to the army: that they shouldity 
dressed.in the same uniform owith t 
that it was an affront to military 
that volunteer corps should have anythi 
like, similar distinctions. That) alt 
their want of discipline had been the geng 
tal complaint heretofore, the remedy now 
proposed. was to relax that disciplinessig 
was no. wonder if the zeal of the voluntees 
was in’some degree damped, and’ theip 
dispositions soured, But still they should 
not. suffer themselves tobe agitated, but 
wait in;respectful confidence the decision 
of the legislature.; The hon. and learned 
gent. concluded with moving for ‘ An-ap. 
count ofall sums issued and expended for 
the service of the volunteers of Great Brie 
tain, from the commencement of the'prey 
sent war to the latest period at whichthe 
same could be made out, distinguishing 
each year,and also each head of service," ) 
Mr, Secretary Fox did not rise to-object 
to the motion of the hon. gent., because, 
withoutsuch a motion, it: was intended 
his right hon. friend (Mr. Windham) to lay 
this document before the house. Butthe 
hon. gent,’s speech and his motiom being 
far from the same thing, he must sayy that 
although he acquiesced in the one, he sery 
much objected to several parts of the.other; 
The hon. gent.’s observation, that the vo- 
lunteers should; before they took a strong 
impression as to his right hon. friend's plan, 
wait the decision of parliament, was cer 
tainly unexceptionable ; but he could not 
help observing that that sentiment. verpill 
consisted with other partsof the hon. gents 
speech. When a person,of understanding, 
competent to. conceive the proceedingsof 
that house, was found to misrepresent 
words which it was.impossibleto miscon 
ceive, it was not difficult to infer his obje 
Nothing could have, been more sxplh 
than the meaning of his right hon. friends 
When he.alluded to.a relaxation, of distie 
pline, he meant merely that the volunteers 
should only be seldomer called out tex 
ercise, and that being obvious, it ought 
have been beneath the hon. gent. to eatchat 
words. Was it possible that the hon; gents 
could be so mistaken as to understand that 
any intention existed of disbanding theo 
lunteers? Sure he was, that if his) sight 
hon. friend entertained ‘any such intention) 
he had. concealed. it:,from hims Thet his 
right hon. friend said any thing, on theday 
alluded. to, to. warrant such, an inference? 
he most peremptorily, and, absolutelydes 
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pieds It would have been rather more be- 
inge inthe hon. gent. to -have waved 
remark on this plam until it was per- 
paderstood; for it was quite clear 
that he-did not understand it; and it was 
much to be regretted that some industry 
was made to propagate a similar misunder- 
standing throughout the country, but, 
thaok-God, with very little success ! With 
respect to the use made by the hon. gent. 
of the word “ asylum,” it could: only 
have been applied by his right hon. friend 
to-the volunteers, as the body which those 
men in the higher classes of life, who 
might wish to be exempted from the com- 
pulsory training, would naturally choose. 
The hon. gent. talked of substituting 
200,000 men, trained according to the 
new arrangement, for 300,000 disciplined 
volunteers, Bat the hon. gent. did not 
seem to recollect that it was not 200,000 
men merely, but the people of the country 
jn rotation, that would be trained, in addi- 
tion to the volunteers. ‘The only change on 
the whole, in the volunteer system, was 
merely, to retain those only who should 
serve without pay, and that would be con- 
formable to the original principle of their 
formation. Therefore, the change could 
pecasion no murmurs, unless men were 
predetermined to complain. He was sorry 
to hear of the existence of any discontent, 
although he was persuaded that it could 
proceed only from misconception, But 
when the hon. gent. deprecated any intem- 
perance on the part of the volunteers, lest it 
should furnish their enemies with arguments 
against them, he would wish to know whom 
the hon, gent. cousidered the enemies of 
the volunteers ® For he knew of no such 
persons in that house. The hon. gent. 
mightsay whom he suspected, but he ra- 
ther believed that he would feel it difficult 
40 state the groands of his suspicion. That 
adjference of opinion prevailed upon this 
question, both in and out of the house, he 
was perfectly convinced. He could not 
hope. for unanimity. But, upon a fair and 
fullunderstanding of the measuse, he had 
little doubt that the number of its oppo- 
hents would be comparatively very few. 
Mrs Perceval, in explanation, said he 
might have misunderstood the meaning of 
the right,hon, secretary, as it was now ex- 
plained. But from the words used, and 
the concomitant circumstances, of allowing 
ho-drill serjeants, no inspecting field-offi- 
<@rs; nO permanent duty, he left it to the 
bse to judge, whether hewas.not warranted 
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in making the interpretation. The right 
hon. gent. might say, he had explained 
himself to mean, by relaxation of disci- 
pline, only a reduction of the number of 
days of exercise; but he gave the right 
hon. gent. to understand, that there had 
been no misinterpretation of what he had 
said, farther than what he had said was na- 
turally calculated to suggest, till it was ex- 
plained. No wilful misrepresentation was in- 
tended. The right hon. sec. who had spoke 
last, possessed a key to the right hon. gent.’s 
meaning, which he did not possess; but 
he appealed to the house for the fairness 
of the meaning he had assumed, before he 
was corrected by the explanation of this 
night. He was glad, ‘that he had been in 
any way the instrument of drawing out the 
declaration, that it.was’ not the intention 
of his majesty’s ministers to diminish the 
volunteer force. 

Mr. For in explanation said, the bon, 
gent. was equally called upon to acquit his 
majesty’s ministers of having done any 
thing offensive to the volunteers. 

Lord Castlereagh had never heard any 
speech of the right hon. gent. with more 
pleasure than that which he had now 
closed. Whether from the discontents 
expressed in the house, or those expressed 
out of it, or frgm whatsoever cause, the 
bill brought forward was extremely diffe- 
rent from the opening view of the right 
hon. gent, who had brought it forward, 
He wished that the amendment might be 
carried still further; that the branch of the 
military establishment appropriated to fo- 
reign service, might also escape the inno- 
vating grasp of the right hon. gent.; and 
that the destructive reform he meditated 
night be sacrificed either to the public dis- 
approbation, or the right hon. gent.’s own 
better consideration. He should be sorry 
to pin any man to a particular expression 
that might have escaped him in the warmth 
of debate; but the expression alluded to, 
was too distinct to be liable to misunder- 
standing or misinterpretation. The right 
hon. gent. had expressly spoken of loosen- 
ing the discipline of the volunteer force. 
The right hon. gent. had besides opened 
his speech with lamenting, that the stage 
was occupied by the volunteers. The right 
hon. gent. might not have been prepared 
to proceed to the immediate dissolution of 
the volunteer force; but he called on the 
house to recollect, that the right hon. gent. 
in agreeing to grant clothing for this year, 
expressly withheld bimself from any pledge 
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fo grant it in any future year. He called 
on the right hon, gent. to say whether he 
had not expressed himself to this. effect. 
- He knew the right hon. gent. was too manly 
to deny it. -The right hon. gent. had said, 
that the volunteers were prepared for a 
service -to which they were wholly inade- 
quate; and that whatever the inspecting 
field officers might say of their fitness to 
serve in the line, they. were wholly unqua- 
lified for that service. But however the 
term of loosening the discipline might be 
explained, a material change was to be 
made by taking away the drill serjeants, 
and the inspecting field-officers, the only 
point of contact with the government the 
volunteers had, Instead of being in‘a si- 
tuation where they could be of. essential 
service fo the country, they were to be sent 
back to their homes. In every step, from 
the highest retrenchment of the staff, to the 
Jowest retrenchment of the drill serjeants, 
every thing short of absolute disbanding 
was proposed, in the reduction of the vo- 
Tunteer force, with a view to an armed po- 
pulace, or a drilled mass. Was it possible 
to conceive such a military body as a dril- 
led mass without officers, to be taken out 
of the people, and after 25 days of drilling, 
after being shewn the use of the musket so 
far as they could learn it, to be sent back 
again among the people, whether with or 
without the muskets, to the use of which 
they would have been trained, the right 
hon, gent. did not say. If this mass was 
to be thus trained without officers, how 
was it possibly to be collected in case of 
invasion ? 

Mr. Francis to order, asked whether this 
was @ motion on the general subject of the 
yolunteer force ? for if it was a mere mo- 
tion, for papers, it was very wrong to go 
into it at such a length without notice. 

_ Mr, Paull stated the right to the atten- 
tion of the bouse to belong to his motion, 
of which a long notice had been given, 
and noteto this of which there had been 
RO notice. . 
. Fhe Speaker said, there had been a no- 
tice of the motion for papers relating to 
the volunteer force. The motion had cer- 
tainly branched out into a more general 
range than such @ motion scemed to re- 
quire. But it was in the'discretion of the 
* -house to.permit or to restrain such extra- 
neous. proceedings. He did not feel war- 
ranted in interpusing to check it before, 
nor did he-now,, 
«Lord Castlereagh said he had been natu- 
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rally led to a comparison of thé yalj, 


teer force with that which the right bin, 
gent. meant to substitute. He Was lag 
that so material a change had been mya 
in what the right hon. gent. had p 
All the regulations proposed were caléyly 
ted to produce practical relaxation ofdigg, 
pline, and diminution of numbers.) «> 
Mr. Windham was glad his right ‘bon, 
friend had stepped forward to answer yy 
learned gent. who had brought foray 
this motion. He had himself been thtom, 
into an agitation which rendered jt jg 
quite fit for him to stand up, not by 
poignancy of the wit of the learned 
who had introduced this debate, but by, 
sort of figure of speech adopted byt 
learned gent. which excited feelings in hig 
which it was fit to keep down, and toy, 
bear addressing the house, till they ha 
given place to feelings of a cooler natum, 
Part of the arguments urged on the othe 
side, applied to ‘questions very proper toh 
discussed at another time, when the me 
sure that gave rise to these “question 
should be before the house. The othe 
part called not so much for argument, % 
for flat contradiction. It was an opet'tik 
disguised mistatement of what he had sid 
on a former night. He had not ofily nett 
said, but he had never thought of what 
had been imputed to him, ‘The leatnel 
gent. had expressed an anxiety to explalt 
the object of his motion. It was notte 
cessary to explain the object of the move, 
That was clear, and he should be exceéh 
ingly sorry if the learned gent. had to 
been as perfectly successful in that points 
he was. It was a kind of parliamentiy 
warfare, resorted to in sofhe few instante 
before, but now adopted without limit by 
the hon. gent. on the other side, to inft 
ence every passion right or wrong,—fady 
of no, no}, ‘That was at least the t 
of what had been said; and though 
might not be parliamentary to charge itd 
rectly, he was more justified in collectingi 
from the speeches of the hon. gentlemtt, 
than they were in collecting the misinterpl 
tation of this night from his. ‘The hon. em 
tlemen might, if they thought fit, adopt tht 
system of parliamentary warfare: but lt 
wished thein to abstain from misinterpe 
ting his speeches, and making their om 
misinterpretations the foundation of # 
tacks upon him. He should beh 
follow the contradictions imputed to bil 
in their order, but that was imp 


- learned gent. had charged him wit 


ee . ee ee ee ot ee eo 





Ha] 
saying the army was degraded by the 
yolunteers wearing the same colour, All 
he hadsaid was, that as the army every- 
where existed as a distinct body, and its 
. character depended in a great measure on 
that distinction, a part of its discipline 
and. character was Jost when that distinc- 
tion was multiplied.’ He utterly denied 
using any expressions to the extent the 
Jearned gent. charged upon him, As to 
the charge of having made the volunteers 
a degrading asylum for those who fled 
from the Levy en masse, his right hon. 
friend had so fully vindicated him from it, 
that he was almost ashamed to revert to it. 
His object was, that persons who from 
their situation and rank in life would be 
averse to being trained in the general 
mass; should have the option of being 
trained in a more congenial manner in. the. 
volunteer force. It was on the same prin-. 
ciple that the volunteer system was formed 
on the basis of the Levy en masse act. 
The exemptions from the militia, and the 
other inducements to enter into volunteer 
service, were made matter of reproach 
to the volunteer force. He did not make 
them matter of reproach; but the learned 
gent. did, in makiug them matter of con-. 
trast between the volunteer training, and 
the Levy en masse. And by whom was this 
distinction made? The learned gent. was 
the author of the army of reserve bill, by 
which 50,000 men were to be raised, who 
ad given to the volunteers an exemption 
fromthis act and from the militia, and who! 
had, as his noble friend (lord Temple) had 
very properly reminded him, given it as 
his opinion, that a volunteer could not re- 
sign—[hear! hear!].. Yet he was the per- 
.4on to come forward now, and to say the 
volunteers were degraded by the admission 
of thase who preferred voluntary training 
to the training enmasse.—He came now to 
dhe charge of relaxing the discipline. It! 
- Was rather singular, that, in'a speech which. 
he as well as others had thought long for| 
the occasion, this was the only point he 
could fasten upon a8 a subject of discon-; 
tent to a large body of men whom the 
dearned gent. and his friends found it con-| 
venient to dgitate. Perhaps, critically’ 
speaking, the word relax might have been; 
inexact and unfortunate 5 reniit might have. 
been d better word—[a laugh from the 
other side]; the hon, gent. might feel amu-, 
sed, but the house would recollect; that all! 
objections of this nature would be nothing 
More than mere verbal criticisms. The lear- 
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ned gent. who collected so much mischief 
from the wonder-working word ‘* relax, ” 
must, as well asthe house, be aware, that 
he meant by it nothing miore than, that the 
volunteers ‘should attend a smaller num- 
ber of days, and that there should be no 
permanent duty.With respect to their at- 
tendance at drills; or the other days, or 
their being subject at proper times to milis 
tary law, no alteration was to be made. 
The inspecting officers’ had no power to 
enforce attendance at drills, and that; 
among others, was a reason for getting 
rid of them. How tke learned gent., 
who must have known that the application 
of the word relax was confined to these 
points, could give such a latitude to it 
he was at a loss to conceive. In him- 
self he telt awkward at being put upoh his 
justification, when he was so perfectly un 
conscious of any thing wrong. The whole 
of his alterations in the volunteer syStem 
consisted of a few subordinate measures of 
economy, which could have no effect one 
way or the other. They went mierely to 
put the volunteers on the original footing 
of voluntary service, a footing on which 
300,000 of the 350,000 now existing al- 
ready were. The object was to reduce 
them from the June to the August allow- 
ances, There were now but 50,000 on the 
June allowances. If this could have the 
effect of disbanding the volunteers; of whom 
300,000 were already on the allowance to 
which all were to be reducéd; it was mat- 
ter of astonishment to him; as it would be 
to all the world. The proposed arrange* 
ment would have no other effect than that 
of placing the allowances on the footing 
on which they had been at first, and on 
| which it was acknowledged to be desirable 
that they should be. The tendency of his pro 
position was father to add to than to dimis 
uish the numbers of the volunteers. Ther& 
was nothing done to disband; and those 
who would find it eligible to go irito the 
volunteers to avoid the training en masse; 
must pro tanto be an increase. To leave 
the allowances as they were, withoat any 
increase, must have the effect of duing 
what he did. The bill only went to put 
into the mass those that would not serve 
at their own expénce, and to take out of 
the mass those who wished to serve at 
their own expencte. As to the general ar« 
gument on the measure, he would reserve 
himself till a future occasion, as the learned 
gent..ought to have. done, if he had con- 
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the production of which he must have 
known, there was not the smallest objec- 
tion. When the learned gent. made a speech 
of such length, in such language, and with 
such matter, it was fair to impute to him 
objects different from his mere motion. He 
had not the smallest objection to the pro- 
duction of the papers. 

General Tarleton congratulated the house 
on the difference of the right hon. gent.’s 
sentiments this night from what he thought 
on the night on which he brought forward his 
measure. Every one must remark the vast 
difference of tone, language, and manner. 
In the short sketch of the former night the 
right hon. gent. took away from the volun- 
teers their drill-serjeants and their inspec- 
ting field officers, thinking it sufficient that 
they should be seen some time in the year 
by the lord lieutenant or his deputy. That 
must indeed relax their discipline. The 
difference of tone that was observable this 
day, must be imputed to the sense the 
country had manifested on the contents of 
the speech made by the right hon. gent. 
on aformer day. Resolutions had been 
entered into by many corps, which had 
been submitted to his majesty’s ministers. 
He had seen many such resolutions, and 
had recommended to wait patiently till 
Mr. Windham’s system should be fully ex- 
plained. The right hon. gent. and the 
house would pardon the irregularity of 
mentioning the name; but the system was 
known, as Mr. Windham’s, in contradis- 
tinction to all others that had ever existed. 
‘The object of the motion was to simplify and 
elucidate the statement of the right hon. 
gent. The right hon. gent. had stated 
that 5 million had been expended in three 
years for volunteer service ; and the ques- 
tion was, whether there was in that service 
merit adequate to thecost? The merit of the 
service was unquestionable: and was ser- 
vice of such unquestionable merit to be 
recompensed only by the refusal of rank, 
as if they were unworthy of it, by telling 
them, that the colour of the army was de- 
graded by their wearing it? This was a 
mode of increasing the strength and secu- 
rity of the country, which could not easily 
be paralleled.«—The question was then put, 

‘and the paper ordered. 

{Arvatrs or Inpia.] Mr. Paull rose, 
in pursuance of the notice which he had 
previously» given to bring forward his 
First Charge against marquis Wellesley. 
The hon. gent. said that it was not now, 
nor bad it ever been, his intention: to 
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trespass, at any unnecessary length, o4 
the time of the house, much less at ay 
advanced hour of the evening, when jg 
attention must have been, in some de 
gree, exhausted by a discussion certainly of 
much local importance to the country, 
He should barely state the heads of the 
charges he meant to‘bring forward, and 
the manner in which he meant to proceed 
in following them up. It might poss 

be asked of him, why he had volunteepg) 
in this business? or why he had not Jef 
it to the’discretion of the India  direetoy 
themselves, to have instituted proceedi 

as being the parties to whom that duty mos 
properly belonged? To this he woul 
answer, that finding the India directory 
to some of whoin he had applied on th 
subject, averse to urge any proceeding, he 
certainly did volunteer, and more especially 
in the case of the Nabobs of Oude and 
Ferruckabad, because he. was intimately 
acquainted, from his own knowledge, with 
the whole of the circumstances, and there. 
fore felt it his duty to bring the matter for. 
ward. Before he had determined so todo, he 
had applied to that body, whose treasures the 
noble marquis had so profusely squandered, 
whose orders he had so unifornnly transgres 
sed, and whose authority he had so totally 
disregarded ; but they had declined the pro 
ceeding. It was not a task he had unde 
taken as one agreeable to himself, or whieh 
could yield him any personal satisfaction, 
but one which he had assumed upon pub 
lic grounds alone, and under a sensed 
imperious duty as a member of parli 
ment. ‘The task had been to him extreme 
ly arduous. It was one which the cout 
of directors were in duty bound to bat 
undertaken ; and by their refusal to dow, 
he had no hesitation in saying, they adopted 
the crimes of the marquis Wellesley. Stil 
however, where there was shame, ther 
might in time be virtue, and the directon 
at last seem to be sensible of their former 
dereliction of duty:—some excuse for thet 
conduct, might however be found, on tlt 
ignorance they were so long kept by tie 
criminal withholding of the document 
by the accused nobleman. Since he bi 
given notice of his intention to bring 

ward the accusation, and evinced his det 
mination to follow up his purpose; 

court of directors were so sensible of t 
criminality of that noble lord, that a 
had drawn up an indictment against ms 
abounding with charges of the most crim 
nal and flagitious nature, and in tem 
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strong as ever were submitted to the de- 
cision of acourt of criminal judicature, In 
bringing forward those charges at the pre- 
sept moment, he lamented extremely the 
absence of a noble lord (lord Folkestone), 
who. had done so much honour to himselt 
and to the cause oi justice, by his conduct 
on this occasion, and who, had he been 

esent, would have given him the most 
cordial support; and nothing but a state 
of illness, which rendered him unable to 
attend, could have occasioned his absence 
that night. For the manner in which the 
Charge was drawn up, he must beg leave 
to apologize, and to appeal to the indul- 
gence of the house. Its merit or de- 
merit was exclusively his own.  Scarcely 
known, as he was to the house, and unaided 
by any associated support or influence that 
could tend to facilitate his purpose, he felt 
much difficulty to form his charges: for any 

ofessional aid on the occasion he had not 
applied. Inthe course he had adopted, he 
had endeavoured, to the best of his judg- 
ment, to found himself on precedent, He 
should read the statement containing those 


charges to the house, as part of his speech,’ 


and. should lay them upon the table, then 
it would be his object to move, that they 
be taken into consideration at some future 
day. The hon, gent. then proceeded to 
read, the several heads of charge against 
marquis Wellesley. It wes extremely dif- 
ficult even to catch the substance with any 
degree of accuracy. The statement com- 
menced with recapitulating the appoint- 
ment of the noble marquis to the chief go- 
yernment of Bengal, about the middle of 
October 1797, as successor to lord 'Teign- 
mouth, and that he reached the seat of his go- 
yernmentin May 1798; in which he continu- 
ed until he was superseded by the marquis 
Cornwallis’s re-appointment to the govern- 
ment m August, 1805; and that the said 
marquis Wellesley, though he was solemnly 
sworn to obey the instructions of his em- 
players, and do every thing in his power, 
and to the best of his judgment, to pro- 
mote and support their just and lawful in- 
terests in India, yet instead of so doing, on 
his arrival in India, he disregarded their 
authority, disobeyed their instructions, as- 
sumed to himself a despotic power, turned 
bis back upon the true interests of the 
company, and did without their permission, 
and coutrary to their instructions, for the 
gtatification of his own caprice, with the 
most flagitious profusion, and for corrupt 
purposes, squander the money of the said 
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company te an enormous extent. It re- 
cited also the charter granted to the com- 
pany by parliament in the year 1793, upon 
the express condition that, in consideration - 
thereof, the company should annually pay 
to the government, out of the surplus pro- 
fits of their trade, after deducting the ne- 
cessary expences of conducting their af- 
fairs, the sum’ of 500,000/. annually; the 
assets of the company in England to be 
answerable for such payment, and subject 
to'an interest of 15 per cent.: but that in 
case of a war in India, or any other reae 
sonable cause to prevent the regular pay- 
ment of the said annual sum, upon repre- 
sentation from the company to his ma- 
jesty’s ministers, it should be lawful to 
defer the payment, and the debt so due to 
be funded by the company, as due to the 
government, charged with an interest of 
6 per cent. But that the company had 
never paid any part of that sum. In 
consequence, a debt to government of 
6 millions had accrued ; but the deficiency 
of surplus, and the consequent inability of 
the company to pay this sum, had not arisen 
from any cause of war, but entirely from 
the misconduct of the said marquis Wel- 
lesley, who had most profusely, lavishly, 
and shamefully squandered the property of 
the company, and neglected those interests 
which, by engagements the most solemn, 
he had sworn to promote with vigilance 
and economy ; whereby, the said company 
were not only involved in a debt of several 
millions to the government, but debts also, 
to the amount of many millions, had been 
incurred in India, at an increasing interest 
of 6, 8, 10, and 12 percent. The result 
of which was, that the debt of the compa- 
ny, which, on the accession of marquis 
Wellesley to the Indian government in 1798, 
stood at 11,033,648/. was, on his. depar- 
ture from that government in 1805, in- 
creased to above 31,000,000/. That when 
marquis Wellesley first arrived in India, 
every part of the company’s affairs wore 
an aspect of prosperity: it had, therefore, 
only remained for him to have acted with 
av ordinary vigilance, and to have followed 
the example and the system of his prede- 
cessor. Instead of which, the said mar- 
quis Wellesley, by wantonly and profusely 
increasing the public expenditure, did not 
only squander all the ordinary means in 
his hand, but all the additional money he 
was able to raise by loans and addit onal 
taxes, supporting a wanton and p o.use 
style of living, unparalleled in the case of 
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any former chief governor of that country, 
insomuch that he was driven by his extra- 
vagance to attempt the selling of the im- 
posts upon the lands of Bengal, and he so 
much embarrassed the finances and affairs 
of the company, as to endanger the loss 
of their territory, The statement next 
proceeded to recapitulate the contents of 
the letter received by the court of directors 
from the marquis Cornwallis, dated in Au- 
gust 1805, when sent out to India for the 
purpose of superseding marquis Wellesley, 
in which he gives a deplorable statement 
of the company’s affairs, arising entirely 
from the profuseness of his predecessor 
in squandering the resources of the com- 
pany, one branch of which was his keeping 
up unnecessarily an army of irregular 
troops at ah enormous expense, which the 
marquis Cornwallis found it absolutely ne- 
cessary to disband, in order to avoid losing 
the means of defraying thé charges indis- 
pénsable for the maintenance of the regu- 
at army, The noble marquis, in disband- 
ing those troops, stated, that hé adopted 
fhe measure unavoidably, as the lesser evil, 
at the risk, certainly, of their engaging 
in other service inimical to the company, 
but considering them much less formidable 
fo meet in the field, than to retain them in 
pay, at an expence which must absorb the 
means of paying the regular army; that 
in order to clearthe arrears of pay due to 
those irregulars, he had been under the 
absolute necéssity of detaining the treasure 
of the company destined for the China 
trade, to the amount of 250,000/. Having 
gone through many other items on the let- 
ter of marquis Cornwallis, already before 
the public, the statement next alluded to 
the war which broke out in the month of 
March 1799, with Tippoo Sultan, which 
énded with the taking of Seringapatam and 
the death of that tyrant; that the conse- 
quence of that war was, that enormous 
sums of monéy were €xtorted by order of 
marquis Wellesley from the Nabobs of 
Onde, Arcot, Ferruckabad, and some 
others; after which commenced the Mah- 
fatta war in 1804, which was terminated 
in the course of the year; and so far from 
the éxpences of those wars being the cause 
of those embarrassments of the company’s 
affairs already stated, it appeared, from let- 
ters of lord Wellesley himself to the court 
of directors, that, by the treaty of Hydera- 
bad, the annual revenues in the provinces 
that then became tributary increased their 
jncome above 544,000/, a year, and there- 
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fore that any argument founded upon: the 
pretence of warlike expenses could 


own letter, dated the Ist September, 1803, 
interfere with the causes of the inability of 
the company to pay their annual engage 
ments to the state. That except thé way 
before mentioned, the said marquis Wek 
lesley was engaged in no other war dufi 
the period of his government, excépt thi 
with Holkar, if war it could be called, ang 
except that with tle Rajah of Bhurtpor, 
in which the only loss sustamed was th 
loss of lives and of honour. That then 
fore, not wars, but the unexampled prodj 
gality and wanton profusion of the that 
quis, were the true causes of thé embay 
rassment of the company’s affairs; a pre 
fusion and éxtravagance engaged in With 
the most sinistér, Vicious, aud corn 
views, and in defiance of the authority 
and in contempt of the orders of bié éity 
ployers. The embarrassment partly arise 
from new-modelling the criminal courts é 
Bengal; from increasing, wantonly did 
unnecessarily, the number of their officéty, 
and giving large salaries to his friends anf 
favourites; in the experiditure of at étidt 
mous sum for the establishment of packéty, 
and granting large salaries and sinecurest 
his followers, (amongst which was ‘th 
grant of 1500/. a year to sir William Bur 
roughs,) amounting altogether to thesum 
of 1,300,000/.; the erection of a college 
at Fort William, without the authorityd 
the company, which cost 181,689/. ; an am 
necessary journey of the noble marquis, it 
1801, to the upper provinces, in which tie 
most extravagant expenditure took plac, 
oneitem of which was for! 100 boats, andthe 
whole charge 30,000/. ‘There was a cham 
also of 220,000/. for the erecting and fittity 
up a palace for the residence of the mir 
quis, which was decorated in a styled 
splendour unparalleled even aniong Ea 
ern princes. There was a charge fort 
house and garden for the noble marquifd 
Bhurtpore, 15,000/. Besides all this, tit 
was a charge for reviving a body guafdd 
cavalry, which had been put down by it 
John Shore, who, on a principle of 

my, was satisfied to be attended’ on stil 
occasions by a party of thé garrisons él 
manded by a captain; but marquis 
lésléy resolved to revive this body, 
increase his own spléndour; and it #8 
maintained, for the first fivé years, at an@ 
nual expense of 40,8002. ; and for the wae 
period, including for horses, aceoutrem@ 








as would appear from marquis Wellesley’s 
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ajdoutfit, thesum of 240,000/, There was 
‘glso-a large sum advanced by the marquis 
for building a town-house for the citizens 
of Caleutta, the cost of which was alter- 
gatds to be réimbureed by thei in such 
gibseriptions as could be obtained -within 
four yeats; 4 statue of lord Cornwallis 
was designéd to be erected in the town- 
House, instead of which it was thrown 
difongst the tubbish, in the vaults under 
the building, dud an expensive statue of 
Jord Wellésley erected in its place, and this 
ata time when an arrear of five months 

was'due to the troops. The next 
charge against hin was, the appointment 
éf lis brother, the horiourable Henry Wels 
Usley, i 1801, to the government of Oude, 
with the title of governor ahd Commander 
in chief, and at an expence, in thirteen 
fidnths, of above 26,000/. which exceeded 
dhe dnnual allowance of the company to 
tie govertior-general. He arbitrarily re- 
tained in his own hands, to the exclusion 
of ail authority or interférence from the 
court, to the amount of 628,2006/. per an- 
hum, atid under the influence which such 
a patronage enabled him to exert, he pro- 
tuted addresses from every part of the 
pouttry, in approbation of his justice, con- 
duet; and services; and further, although 
thé tradé laws of the country strictly for- 
bade hit to accept any money from the 
people of the country, in cotisideration of 
his official authority, yet he received for 
the luxuries of the table, and other purpo- 
ses of his own private gratification, no less 
@sum than 120,000/. ; and while he was 
thus misapplying such enormous sums of 
the company’s property to the most cor- 
Tupt and profligate purposes, and for the 
mainténance of his household and estab- 
lishment in the most gorgeous stye of splen- 
dour and profusion, he was supporting 
thosé extravagancies by loans borrowed in 
the athe of the company, nominally at.an 
interest of 12/. per cent. but, from the 
mahner in which they were raised, at areal 
interest of 16/. per cent. Throughout he 
had set at hought the authority of his ém- 
ployers, and acted in direct’ opposition to 
his instructions. Mr, Paull concluded his 
statement by saying, he had’read it as part 
of his speech, and should now move that 
ithe ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker observed, that he apprehen- 
dedthat could be no question. Froth the 
Journals of the house, and from other infor- 
mation that he had received, he found that 
‘there had not been many instances of im- 
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peachmient in this form; that he did not 


find that thete had ever arisén a question 


on the right of a member to put in articles 


of charge, and have them read. Here, 
however, the right of an individual ended, 
and there hed always been some motion 
made,on which the house had an opportunity 


of expressing theisénse. Various modes had 


been adopted for this purpose. Sometimes 
by proposing to call witnesses to éstablish 
the charges ; and in other, and Jatter cases, 
by proposing that the house should take 
them into consideration. On the whole; 
the house would judge of the importance 
of preserving to individual members, 
the right of presenting articles of this de- 
scription, and of preserving to themselves 
as a body; the rigitt of deciding whether or 
hot thev should be entertained, 

Mr. Paull, agreeably to this suggestion, 
moved, dnd the title of the charge was 
shortly read by the clerk. He then moved 
that the charge be taken into considera. 
tion, with a viewto appoint a future day 
for that purpose. ; 

The Speaker, in addition to his former 
remarks, stated, that in modern times 
there was still another mode of procedure, 
which was to print the charges, and refer 
thein to a committee of the whole house. 
It was competent to the hon. gent. to move, 
that this charge be printed, and then taken 
into consideration. 

Mr. Paull, in compliance with this inti- 
mation, moved that the charge be printed, 
which was ordered ; and also expressed his 
intention on some future day, probably in 
the course of the present week, to introduce 
other charges against marquis Wellesley ; 
and when a sufficient time had been’ given 
to allow the members to understand them 
as well as he did himself, to proceed. He 
meant to follow the same course with the 
charge which related to lord Wellesley’s 
conduct to the nabob of Furuckabad as in 
the present, namély, to print it, and on 
some future day to move, that it be taken 
into consideration. 

The Speaker, as the hon. gent. had sub- 
mitted ho question to the house, felt it his 
duty to call the attention of the house to 
the former proceedings on similar subjects, 
which prescribed some ‘motion either of 
adoption or of rejection. Ifthe hon. gent. 
was unwilling to propose any such motion, 
it was open to any othér member to do so. 

Mr. Paull said, that he had produced’ a 
charge, which he conceived would be am- 
ply supported by documents that could be 
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furnished by the court of directors. He did 
not pretend to:such a knowledge of the 
journals of the house as to enable him 
exactly to say what was the preferable 
mode of proceeding. He should move, 
however, that the charge be taken into fur- 
ther consideration this day three weeks, 
The Speaker enquired, who seconded the 
motion? After a considerable pause, 
Mr. Paull observed, that he could only 
, say, if the noble lord to whom he had be- 
fore alluded (lord Folkestone) had been in 
the house, he should not have wanted a 
seconder.—Another pause took place, when 
sir W. Geary rose and seconded the motion. 
Mr. Secretary Fox observed, that the 
hon. gent. had laid before the house a se- 
rious charge against the marquis Welles- 
ley, but he had not told the house what 
were the documents to be adduced in sup- 
port of that charge, nor when they were 
to be laid before the house; besides, - he 
had given notice of his intention to bring 
forward two other charges. He understood 
the hon. member reallv had no documents, 
though he had proposed a day for discus- 
sion; but if, when that day should come, 
the hon. member should not then be provi- 
ded with any documents in support of his 
charges, he trusted the house would not al- 
low of farther delay. He acknowledged that 
it was the right of every member to produce 
any charge in that house ; but if the mem- 
ber producing it, should namea day to 


take it into consideration, and afterwards. 


not be able to substantiate it by docu- 
metits, he would find himself in a very un- 
pleasant, and in a very awkward situation. 
The.hon. gent. was to judge for himself. 
He would recollect that he proceeded at 
his.peril, and if he had at present no do- 
¢cuments to support his charge, he should 
lose no time in moving for them, as with- 
out them, he.would stand in the place of a 
person bringing forward a charge without 
any documents to substantiate it, 

Mr. Paull said, it. did not remain with 
him to enforce the production of the neces- 
sary documents: he ‘bad a list.of them in 
his hand, and should move for them this 
night; but if they should not be forthco- 
ming on the day he had named, he shouic 

, hope the house .would. indulge him by de- 
ferring the discussion until the . papers 
should be produced. 

Mr. Lee thought. the hon. gent. had not 
proceeded in this case as he had professed, 
by adopting the precedent laid down by 
Mr. Burke, in the case of Mr. Hastings; 
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for that gentleman had not brought fop., 
ward his charges, until he had Previously 
moved for the documents upon which they 


‘were to be supported, and those documents 


were actually laid upon the table. The pre. 
cedents were precisely the same in thening. 
teen cases which had occurred since the 
Revolution ; and if these charges. were 
entertained, without the documents bein 

laid on the table, the marquis Wellesley 
would have just ground to charge the 
house with having dispensed with its usual 
forms, in receiving articles of impeach. 
ment against.him. | Here was a, charge of 
wasteful expenditure of the money of the 
East-India Co. If the company felt. that 
charge to be just, why did they not bring 
it forward ? They were in possession of al} 
the evidence, and were best acquainted 
with the nature of the case, The house 
ought now to. have as much evidence asa 
Grand Jury should have before. it found 
a bill. 

Mr. Secretary Foz said, if he -had con 
ceived that naming a day was countenap- 
cing the charge, he would by. no means 
have supported it, but he had. thought this 
a mere matter of form. There certainly 
was much good sense in what had fallen 
from the hon, member who last spoke: but 
if he was inclined to suppose that the house 
would be put in possession of some docu 
ments on the subject, he should have no 
objection to adjourn the debate till this 
day week ; andif they should not be they 
forthcoming, the house would decide what 
further proceedings it would then be right 
to take, He moved accordingly. 

The Speaker could see. no objection in 
point of form to this motion. 

Mr. Rose, though he thought the last 
motion less objectionable than the former, 
yet, as he really thought the charges had 
been brought forward without any evidence 
whatever to support them, and_ that the 
voluminous papers with which the hon 
gent. had been. day after day indulged, 
which covered the table, and’ had been 
printed at an expence of not less than $ 
or 10,0001. to, the public, had been merely 
sought by the hon. gent. with a view @ 
search for evidence, but in vain, he was of 
opinion it would be.taking too much note 
of the charges, thus unsupported, to 
tertain them at all, “Hey 

Sir W. Geary declared that his obj 
seconding the motion, was not because le 
was convinced of the guilt of the noble 
marquis, When, however, he saw chargé 
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of so grave a nature brought forward, he 
thought it due to the dignity of the house 
that an opportunity of proving such char- 
if well founded, should not be denied. 
Mr. Paull pledged himself to adduce do- 
cuments to prove every tittle of the char- 
he had brought forward. He complain- 
ed, that he met much difficulty and inter- 
ruption in being able to procure the neces- 
sary documents ; and he alluded to an hon. 
gent. (Mr. Golding), who had said he 
would inove for papers, that would refute 
every tittle of the charges he (Mr. P.) was 
to bring forward this day, though the par- 
ticulars of these charges were not disclosed 
by him. i 
Mr. Golding said, that he was convinced, 


from finding the charges so vague, futile, 


and indefinite, that the hon. gent. had 
only moved for the numerous documents 
already produced, with a view to fish out 
something to be produced against the no- 
ble marquis. 

Mr. Robert Thornton said, the court to 
which he had the honour to belong having 
been so particularly alluded to, and seem- 
ing so much interested in the question, 
he might not seem to discharge his duty if 
he did not say a few words on the subject, 
while he, at the same time, expressed his 
owa feelings. He felt regret at the situation 
into which the hon. gent. had brought him- 
self, the house, and the court of directors. 
He lamented the hon. gent. bad gone so 
far. He had not the honour of being ac- 
quaidted with him till he had come for- 
-ward in his present character, but he 
thought the spirit and manliness displayed 
by the hon. gent. throughout, did him the 
shighest credit. Though he stopt short of 
the hon. gent., he thought he had well- 
grounded cause of complaint, and that 
there was much truth in the generality of 
his charges. He thought, however, that 
_ the hon. gentleman’s was not a happy 
mode of proceeding, and that enquiry was 
the proper mode. If he had followed that 
mode, he (Mr. T’.) should have voted with 
him, It was not for him to dictate to the 
hon. gent., but he only stated his opiuion 
thus far, that the hon. gent. might not expect 
‘greater: support from him than he was to 
teceive. He thought justice to the hon. 
gent. required that he should be warned 
thatthere might be many others from whom 
hemight have looked for support, who would 
hot ‘be inclined to go the length he wish- 
ed. He (Mr. T.) did think that marquis 
Wellesley had been guilty of a wasteful ex- 


PARL. DEBATES, Apnrit 22, 1806.—against Marquis Wellesley. 





[862 


penditure of the company’s money; that 
he had cummitted many errors, and viola- 
ted the law in several instances; but he 
was apprehensive that the mode of accusa- 
tion resorted to by the hon. gent. would only 
have the effect of bringing the marquis off, 
and holding him up to the world as a man 
that had been unjustly attacked. The hon. 
gent. had been accused of not having 
produced documents to support the charge. 
He certainly had been hasty, had not con- 
sulted his friends sufficiently, and bad re- 
lied too much on himself. This, however, 
he must say in justice to him, that if the 
house had given him the paper which was 
yesterday moved for, he would have been 
inno want of documents, He (Mr. T.) knew 
many of the statements of figures given by 
the hon. gent. in the charge presented by him 
this night, to be correct, and to be contained 
in that document. Such document he had at 
that moment in his pocket, and such were 
taken from that official letter. This he 
said in vindication of the hon. gent. He 
regretted the situation in which they were 
placed. He said so, both in justice to the 
hon. gent. and to himself. If he could 
withdraw his motion, he thought it would 
carry a stronger censure against the noble 
marquis, than any thing that could follow 
under his charge would import. Impeach- 
ment was a step much stronger than any 
thing which he was prepared to think the 
conduct of the marquis Wellesley, impro- 
per as he esteemed it, could warrant him 
in adopting. 

Lord Temple agreed with the hon. director 
(Mr. ‘Thornton), that the hon. mover had 
displayed considerable manliness in the per- 
severance he had shewn in this business, 
and he hoped that the same manliness 
would induce him to retract his accusa- 
tions when he should perceive them to be 
ill founded. It appeared to him an extra- 
ordinary course, that the house should be 
first called upon to adopt the charge, and 
then to vote for the papers upon which that 
charge should be founded, From this em- 
barrassment he felt relieved by the motion 
which had been made by his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Fox). As to this paper which 
was called a charge, he thought it was pay- 
ing too high a compliment to it, to enter- 
tain it at all. Although it was competent 
toevery member, to bring a charge of this 
nature against whom he might think pro- 
per, yet, there was something in the man- 
ner of bringing forward the present charge, 
which appeared to him neither fair nor 
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candid. In the first place, no notice was 
given of it to the noble person who was the 
object of it, and who felt much more for 
his character, than his life; nor was any 
previous notice given to-his friends or near 
relations in that house. He was convinced 
however, that the hon. gent. himself could 
not be more anxious than they were, that | 
since the charge was made, the subject! 
. Should be fully and fairly investigated ; he 
was convinced, that the character of the 
noble marquis could well stand the test of 
examination: he, therefore, instead of avoid- 
ing the discussion of the general question, 
wished that the time might come when the 
character and conduct of lord Wellesley 
should be fully before the house. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, though he did not 
rise to object tothe motion before the house, 
could not help saying a few words upon 
‘the manner in which the noble marquis, 
who was the object of the charge, had been 
frequently held up as a public delinquent. 
The house would recollect bow often that 
noble marquis had been thanked by the 
house and the court of directors, for those 
measures, many of which were now brought 
forward as matters of charge. The hon, 
gent. had not. laid any ground for his 
charge, much less had he produced any 
evidence to support it. The service, in 
which he had himself been employed, ena- 
bled him to speak to some of the facts 
contained in the charge. He could say, 
therefore, that there was no founda- 
tion for several of them. Some of the 
facts were misrepresented, and otherwise 
wholly destitute of any foundation. The 
-hon. director. had -said, that he had in his 
pocket a paper which would prove many 
of them. If so, why did he not move for 
the production of that paper? If the hon. 
gent. had really any such paper in his 
pocket, and could produce it, he was ready 
to meet it. The hon. director had stated, 
that the letter which had been moved for 
last night, contained proofs of many of 
the hon. gent.’s statements, but this he 
begged to dispute. That letter contained 
-no such proofs. It might contain referen- 
ced to documents relating to the allega- 
‘tions in the charge, but that would not 
amount toa pruof. He confessed that he 
could easily conceive, the delicacy of the 
situation into which the house had been 
brought by the course that had been adopt- 
ed by the hon. gent. He could cqnceive, 
that it might be a question with the house, 
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without any proof being offered in suppog 
of it. He felt it also due to justice, the 
some enquiry should be made.’ On ‘hig 
ground it was, that he supported the mo- 
tion of the right hon. secretary. He did 
not wish to press the house to any precipi, 
tate judgment, but he hoped they would 
cousider the feelings of his noble relating 
and come to such decision, as would deg 
to a speedy and full discussion of ty 
whole case. t i 

Mr. I. H. Browne thought, that it woul 
be treating the charge with too mucha 
spect to adjourn the debate. It oughtingt 
to be entertained, nor the present. debaty 
adjourned, because no competent. ground 
had been laid for such a proceeding, and 
no evidence whatever had been produced, 
He thought that an accusation of so seriow 
a nature should not be countenanced 
such grounds against such a great and glo 
rious character, who had carried the» 
nown of this country farther than ay 
other individual alive. He was prepared 
to meet the motion with a direct negative 
This would not preclude future enquify, 
He should not say whether the result of 
that enquiry would be to criminate or em 
culpate the noble marquis. 

Mr. Rose desired to know whether i 
was a matter of course that the chaig 
should be entered on the journals, if th 
present motion should be agreed to, 

The Speaker replied in the affirmative, 

Mr. Rose then suggested to the hou 
that it would be right to consider howls 
it would be fair, with respect to mardi 

fellesley, to have a libel, without anyet 
dence adduced in support of it, put on 
journals of the house, which would be® 
case, if they were to give countenancel 
the charge by adjourning the present 
bate to a future day, 

Mr. R. Thornton, in explanation, sil 
that the paper which he had in his pocktl 
was, like the statement of figures ini 
charge, copied from the documents whit 
were in the India house. 

Mr. Garrow, in his maiden speech, i 
he felt no small degree of alarm fort 
situation the house was placed in, int 
of precedent. He considered, that 
proposal of adjourning the debate, 
ceeded only from the great candour off 
right hon. secretary of state (Mr. Fay 
but that it would be setting a dangem™ 
and alarming precedent to agree to® 
course. Without meaning to be 
imputation on-the hon. gent? who brow 
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forward the present charge, he should con-, 


- gider it as an improper practice, if a gent. | 


should be permitted to come down to the, 
house, with charges of the severest nature, 
and after stating that he had consulted with 
nobody, and listened to no advice, to read 
appart of his speech a charge of the great 
be printed, and.which might produce a con- 
siderable impression before it would be pos- 
sibleloanswerit. In the present case there 
was not a man in the house who could point 
out a single document on the table which 
contained one syllable of evidence in support 
ofthecharge. He knew it was competent to 
every member of that house to bring for- 
ward charges in the nature of impeachment, 
put, asthe sight hon. secretary of state 
pad well expressed it, whoever brought 
forward such accusations, did it at his pe- 
ril, The accuser certainly did come for- 
ward at considerable peril, and at the risk 
of his own character. When a man had 
long filied one of the most important offices 
in the state, he shoyld not on Jight grounds 
be made the subject of a motion of im- 
peachment: and yet the present charge 
wasnot only brought forward without evi- 
depce to support it, but even it was a con~ 
siderable time before a member could be 
found to second the motion; and that 
memberhad expressly declared his disap- 
probation of the manner in which the 
charge had been brought forward. It ap- 
peared to him, that, in seconding the mo- 
tion, the hon. baronet (sir W. Geary) paid 
ahigher compliment to his charity than to 
his diseretion. He should have thought it 
quite.as well, if that charge, which came 
into the house like a foundling, and which 
was :0 long before it found any body wil- 
ling to adopt it, had been disowned by 
prery body, and had been left with its real 
futher, without the benefit of finding a pa- 
tent by adoption, If the hon. baronet had 
not adopted it, the charge might have 
died for the present, but could have been 
brought forward again, when the hon. mo- 
ver had found out documents to support it; 
he was more confirmed jn his opinion, 
when he recollected what had fallen from 
a hon. director; but if the hon. gent. 
chose to be hasty, to consult nobody, and 
to bring forward his charge without evi- 
dence, it would be no bardship to require 
bim.to be better prepared. The hon. di- 
tector (Mr, Thornton) had stated, that if 
the paper had-been granted the preceding 
wight, there would have been some eyi- 
Vox. VI. 


Jengthof the present, which must necessarily 
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dence; but it should be recollected, that,. 
although of those who wished for the pro 
duction of that paper, no two agreed in the 
object for which they wished it, yet all 
had ‘agreed in disclaiming the idea of its 
being produced as evidence on this charge, 
The hon. mover had excused himself from 
bringing forward the .charge hastily and 
prematurely, [Mr. Paull rose to order, but, 
beingasked by the Speaker to.state what he, 
complained of as disorderly, was silent]. 
Mr, Garrow then continued, and said, that 
he could not exactly say, as the hon. gent. 
could, that he was notin .the habits of speak. 
ing, yet not being in the habits of speaking 
iu that assembly, he was afraid he might be 
as little acquainted as he was with the points 
of order. He had, indeed, not intended to 
speak that night, and had made a sort of 
league and covenant with himself to remain 
silent. As to the paper that was spoken of, 
it could never be brought as a document 
against lord Wellesley. It was not any ors 
der or instruction to him, but it was merer 
ly a written opinion given by the gentle. 
men sitting in Leadenhall-street, but which 
opinion never reached India. An ex post 
facto opinion of this sort, could. never be 
brought to substantiate a criminal charge 
against the noble marquis. It might appear 
extraordinary, that,.when the frieuds and 
relations of the noble marquis wished for 
the enquiry, he, who had not the honour of 
being acquainted with him, opposed the 
adjournment, It was for the sake of pre- 
cedent that he opposed it; it was because 
he-thought the house should not suffer the 
valuable privilege of impeachment to be in 
any case, or even for a short time, the ine _ 
strument of calumny. Besides the danger 
of the precedent, he considered the ad- 
journing the debate would take up the 
time of parliament uonecessarily. 

Sir J. Wrottesley was inclined to support 
the motion for adjourning the debate, As 
to the hon. meyer, although, perhaps, he 
had not shewn sufficient discretion, he had 
certainly evinced a manliness of mind in 
the prosecution of this business ; whereas, 
there was another body of men, whose 
conduct excited no other sentiment in his 
mind than disgust. The court of directors 
had been chosen by the proprietors in 9 
manner somewhat similar to that. in-which 
the members of that house had been rez 
turned by their constituents. How had 
they performed their duty? An hon, direce 
tor had asserted, that the figures were 





rightly stated by the hon. mover, and agreed 
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with him, that marquis Wellesley had was- 
ted the public money, and violated thelaw. 
Why then, did not he, or some of his bro- 
ther directors, come forward to impeach 
him ? Was there ever such a dereliction of 
public duty? Since the hon. director had 
made that speech, he thought it was impos- 
sible to drop the question. It must be ta- 
ken up either by the court of directors or 
by somebody else. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he had given his best 
attention to every thing that had been said 
on the present question, and was ready to 
admit, that the house was involved in some 
embarrassment by the course of proceeding 
that had been pursued. But he did not 

think the difficulty of their situation so 
great as’ had been represented ; or such, 
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rom which, with due attention, they 
might not extricate themselves. He could 
not, therefore, agree with his learned friend, 
who had that night, for the first time, de- 
livered his sentiments to the house, and 
whom he hoped often to hear'taking his 
part in the discussions in that house, as to 
the alarming consequences of the present 
proceeding. His learned friend had appri- 
sed them of the danger he apprehended, 
but had neglected to point out any means 
by which that danger might be avoided: 
and as his learned friend said, that-he had 
at first made a league and covenant with 
himself not to speak upon this question, he 
believed it would have been quite as well 
if he had kept to his league and covenant. 
An hon. director had said, that the paper 
moved for yesterday would have supported 
the allegations. If that paper could not be 
had, the documents to which it referred 
might easily be had. It appeared to him a 
very extraordinary circumstance respecting 
this paper, that being dated the 5th of 
April 1805, it should refer to the transac- 
tions of the years 1801-2-3, and censure 
almost every part of lord Wellesley’s con- 
duct in the administration of his govern- 
ment. It would have appeared, that what 
they disapproved of so violently, they 
might have censured sooner. Whoever 
brought forward a charge of this nature, 
certainly did so at infinite peril. He might 
even in some cases draw upon himself the 
reprobation of the house. If the house 
were to consider itself in the nature of a 
grand jury upon the present question, he 
should ‘say, arguing from analogy, that 
it would be an extraordinary thing for a 
grand jury to find the bill in the first place, 
and'ask for the evidence afterwards. And 
. 3 
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yet it wasin this way, that the hose’ hag! 
been called upon to act in the present jj. 
stance. They were desired first to adopy 
the charge, and then see whether any do, 
cument conld be brought forward in sup, 
port of it. What he considered the greatey 
danger was, that if the charge shonld be gy 
far hastily adopted, as to be ordered tohy 
see it might injure the character of 
the noble lord materially, before any poss 
bility was afforded of removing the impres 
sion that such publication might make, Jf 
was not so much from the eutry on the 
journals, that he thought the noble Jo 
likely to suffer, because, in a few month 
there might also be an entry of his lord 
ship’s exculpation from that charge, but, 
in the mean time, a great deal of mischi 
might be done by the charge being printed 
and published through the means of news 
papers and other ways. [Here the Speaker 
informed the right hon. member, that the 
charge must be entered in the Votes, and 
printed for the use of the members]. The 
hon. gent. then concluded, by recom 
mending both motions to be withdrawn, 
He wished that bis right hon. friend (Mr, 
Fox) would withdraw his motion for ah & 
journing the debate, and that the hon) 
mover would also withdraw his original 
motion, 
Mr. Grant said, he felt it necessary to 
offer a few words in answer to an bon. be 
ronet (sir J. Wrottesley), and to a right 
hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Sheridan), whobad 
censured the court of directors becaite 
they had not come forward to impeach 
marquis Wellesley; He had spoken, le 
said, to this point on a férmer occasion 
He trusted the court of directors, as 
as every other class of his majesty’s sub 
jects, had a right to’ exercise theit om 
judgment, and to take that course’ whith 
duty and propriety appeared to: thém t 
point out. Those of the directors wh 
were members of that house, discharged 
their duty individually as such, but had 
right to bring the India company befor 
parliament, ‘That company, by their ee 
cutive body the directors, had taken the 
way the law prescribed to them to delivét 
their opinion on the measures of Jord We 
lesley, which was, by stating those opinions 
in the draft of a letter, addressed to the 
Bengal government, and sent to the boat 
of commissioners for their ‘concurrems 
The right hon. gent. (Mr. Sheridan) 
mistaken in supposing the only object 
that letter, written in 1805, to have ‘beet 
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acensure on lord Wellesley, for transac- 
tions which passed in 1802, That object 
also, when circumstances should be ex- 
jained, would appear fully justified; but 
there was another and a general object of a 
rospective nature. The court of direc- 
tors thought that the constitution, appoint- 
ed by law for British India, had been, in 
many respects, violated under the adminis- 
tration of lord Wellesley, and they deemed 
itnegessary, when achange of the governor- 
general was about to take place, to assertand 
recall the true principles of the constitu- 
tion, so that no acts by which it had been 
infringed, should seem to have the sanc- 
tion of tolerance or prescription. This 
was a.general and strong reason for the 
framing of the letter which they had written; 
and in this view they held the measure of 
writing that letter to be, their indispen- 
sable duty, and. of very great importance, 
But, it did not follow, that because they 
isapproved of the conduct of marquis 
Wellesley or of any other governor, that 
therefore they must come forward to that 
house with an impeachment. If this was 
to be their course, even upon every occa- 


| sion of grave disapprobation, they might, 


perhaps, occupy the attention of that 
house and their own, in a way incompati- 
ble with the due transaction of the many 
other affairs in which they were necessarily 
engaged, .This was not the way for the 
company usually to take, and gentlemen 
who contended for it did not know enough 
of the subject. The court had other meaus 
of redress within their power; they might 
Tecall a governor, and impeachment. was 
the last resort. He, therefore, deprecated 
these imputations against the company, or 
their executive body. He, trusted that if 
their conduct, were fairly examined, they 
would be found to have done their duty, 
With respect. to. the measures, now in pro- 
gress, he thought it would be proper in him, 
48,occasions arose, to state his opinion. He 
certainly judged enquiry, to be necessary, 
but did not, under all the circumstances he 
had before stated, deem it adviseable to 
proceed to impeachment. _. 

Mr, Wellesley Pole rose far the purpose 
of expressing the joy he felt that the heres 
had.been at length brought forward ; he 
Tejoiced that they, hid got the hon; gent. 
(Mr. Paull) in a, tangible; shape, alter 10 
months of shifting and térning. He had 

en accustomed always to-look up to his 
doble relation, as a, man,,the whole of 
Whose life. was devoted.to honour, aud. the 
steatest part of it spent in the service of 
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his country. It was, therefore, with sur- 
prise, and with acute sufferings, that he 
witnessed the hon. mover (Mr. Paull), on 
the second day that he set his foot in that 
house; declare his.intention of coming for-- 
ward as the accuser of the marquis Welles-. 
ley, As his connection with that noble 
lord had been the pride and happiness of 
his life for the last 40-years; that declaration 
gave him considerable pain in the first ins 
stance ; he, however, now, after nearly 12 
months had been spent in. moving for pa= 
pers, and speaking of the noble lord asa. 
criminal, was glad to find that the charge 
was brought, and that they had got the bon, 
mover ina tangible shape. As the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Fox) had said, a very 
heavy responsibility rested on the person 
who brought such charges, If there should 
turn out to be any thing in the conduct of 
his noble relation which would justify the 
charges, he was sure that right hon. gents 
would be the Jast to screen him; but 
should the charge turn out, as, he trusted it 
would do, to be altogether without founda- 
tion, then that right hon. gent. would be, 
the first to reprobate it. He had himself 
been long in the habit of admiring the ins 
genuity of the court of directors, in their 
candour to the noble marquis. “One hon, 
director, who confessed that it was his opi- 
nion that marquis Wellesley had wasted 
the public money and violated the law, 
still said he did not wish to impeach him, 
And why? because if he were impeached and 
acquitted, his character would be freed 
from the imputation. The hon. directors, 
however, in their mercy, seemed to think 
that it was the better way to stigmatise his 
character, without giving him, the chance 
of acquittal or explanation. What would 
be said if, instead of marquis Wellesley, 
it should be said of the meanest sub- 
ject of this country, that the only reason 
for not bringing him to his trial was the 
fear that he should be acquitted by his 
peers? Although that letter was not grant- 
ed the preceding day, he hoped the time 
Lwould come when it would be laid before 
the house, In the mean time, he would ob- 
serve, that the manner it had_get into cir- 
culation was somewhat remarkable. He 
was given to understand that four clerks 
had been employed in copying out this pa- 
per at Mr. Budu’s, in Pall-Mall, The hon. 
mover had contrived to get a copy from 
the East-India directors, and had got it 
printed and circulated exclusively among 
his own friends. India directors 





shewed theif ingehuity in calculation, 
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whet they sént that opinion to the board 
of cotitroul. They knew that as lord Wel- 
lesley was on the point of quitting India, he 
would never receive it, and consequently 
‘would have no opportunity of replying to 
it. In that opmion they found fault with 
almost every transaction of lord Welles-. 
ley’s government, from the’ year 1798, to 
the year 1804. Among the things they dis- 
approved of was the expence of the govern- 
ment-housé; and yet the estimate of that 
shocking government-house was resolved 
upon not by lord Wellesley particularly, 
but by the governor-general in council, 
was transmitted to the court of directors so 
long ago as the year 1798, and was not 
then disapproved of. After the long series 
of transactions’ so beginning in £798, the 
board of directors sent to lord Wellesley, 
who wished to resign, and- requested him 
to stay in India for another year. And yet 
the president of that body (Mr. Grant), 
in that grave and measured tone of voice 
that gave solemnity toevery thing which fell 
from him, ventured to assert directly, that 
the horrible business of Oude was not 
known to the directors when they sent this 
ketter. He should, however, shew, that it 
was known to them, and even approved of 
by them, in a letter written by themselves 
to marquis Wellesley. The hon. gent. then 
read an extract of a letter, dated Septem- 
ber, 1803, from: the court of directors, and 
signed by Messrs. Bosanquet, Robarts, 
Smith, Parry, R. Thornton, and thirteen 
directors. In this letter it was stated, “ that 
they had perused with great satisfaction 
the account of the arrangement made with 
the nabob vizier of Oude, and that they 
were glad to’ find that the revenues of the 
district ceded were more by 21 lacks of 
star pagodas than had been estinvated’; 
that there was a reasonable expectation of a 
progressive improvement; and that they 
therefore approved of the suggestion in the 
letter, that the revenue should not be cal- 
‘culated fof more than 5 years, in order to 
ascertain the amount at the end of that pe- 
‘riod,” or, it other words, to try whether he. 
could not squeeze something more out of 
them. The letter also expressed the getie-; 
ral satisfaction with which thé court of di- 
rectors had ‘heard of the'comntetcial treaty, 
to. be established with the nabob vizier, 
After such a-document under their own 
hands, it could not be said that'they were 
“not perfecily acquainted with tke business 
‘of Oude, which two years afterwards they 
‘were pleased’ sb strongly to condetans He, 
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with the feelings that hé entertainéd forhiy 
noble felative, had no other wish than fy 
a full, free, and fair discussion of the’ que 
tion that had been brought forward; aig 
was glad to think that tle time for shi 
turning, and evading’ the question, wag toy 
atanend. He thought the mode propos 
by the right hon. gent. was the most likely 
to bring the question speedily to an issug 
Mr. Grant explained. He said 
could make great allowances for the’, 
gent. in the situation in which he stood, 
He should avoid personalities, and cop 
fine. himself to some of ‘the’ priticipil 
charges‘of the hon. gent. That hon. gen 
accused him of saying on a former night 
that the Court of Directors bad know 
nothing of the treaty respecting Oude 
a short time before their proposed letterof 
April 1805 was writtén; whereas the bon, 
‘gent, quotes a letter of theirs of Septetibe 
1803, ix which that Treaty is distinely 
recognized, and rather favourable opitiion 
‘expressed of certain arrangements fespett 
jing the’ ceded territories. Now, thea 
Mr. Grant said, which he asserted, ait 
which he still maintained, was, that t¥ 
eourt of directors did not know till prety 
late in the year 1804, any particulars of fie 
negociations with the Nabob of Oudéi 
180%, which ended in-that treaty. Tk 
treaty came home nakedly, without exple 
nation or comment; afterwards. publi 
letters upon the revenue business of f 
districts which had been ceded by td 
treaty caniée home, and were answerédil 
the usual routine of business; one oft 
answers of the court the hon. gént. ti 
quoted’; but all this time the court we 
ignorant of the means by which theds 
tricts had been acquired. The detail 
the negociations were sent, after ity 
delay, by lord Wellesley to the Secret 
mittee ; and in the recesses of the sett 
committee they were locked up till lati 
the year 1804. Then and then on 
court of directors were allowed to seether) 
and from these details it already appeal 
that the cession of the districts had bal 
produced from the Nabob by merece 
cion, by absolute compulsion. © eo 
‘of directors could not sanction what 
‘held to be flagrant’ injustice ; they thouy 
it their duty to remonstrate against if @ 
‘this is done in the letter to which the 
‘gent. alluded, writterearly in 1805. P 
‘bon, gént., continued Mr. Grant, says 
cerning this letter; that i¢ was writtel® 





time ‘when ‘the directors wete’ prett?™ 
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if could not reach marquis Wellesley in 
Fudia, und, therefore, whei be’ could have 
nd opportunity of answering it. But it 
fids been already explained, that there is a 
continued chain of correspondence’between 
the company and the governments in 
India: this chain is not broken upon the 
yemoval of 4 governor. The sentiments 
of thé court of directors must still be trans- 
mitted upon all important events that 
pass there to the last moment of any 
governor's residence—sentiments however 
which it may be impossible for him to 
fearn during his stay in India. ‘Nay, 
answers to Fetters written: by the Bengal 
government in lord’ Wellesley’s time, have 
ove ott since his arrival in England. 
hid is undvoidable in the course Of busi- 
- fess, and has proceeded from ‘no fear of 
mi¢eting the’ discussions of lord’ Wellesley 
draty subject. The hon. gent. has fur- 
thér atcused the’ court of Directors, of 
Having written 2 letter in 1802 to Jord 
Wellesley,’ desiring hin to continue in the 
‘overnment of India, and then of bringing 
rward, in 1805, Censures for acts done be- 
fore 1802. It is sufficietit to say to an ac- 
cusation otherwise so little conclusive, 
that by the influence of lord Wellesley’s 
powerful friends in this country, the court 
were induced in 1802 to ask him to con- 
tifue one year longer in the government, 
in order to carry on a plan of retrench- 
inents in expetiditure which he was under- 
stood to have begun, ard soon after the 
arrival of that letter in India, instead of 
pursing that plan of retrenchments, he 
lauliched out into those measures of fo- 
reign policy and war which have had such 
tnfavourable effects upon thé company’s 
affairs. Mr. Grant concluded by saying, 
the directors weré prepared and deéter- 
mined to maintain all they had advanced 
against marquis Wellesley, and were confi- 
dent they should be able to substantiate 
every part of it. 
- Mr, Perceval had no doubt that it was 
the'wish of the house as well as of the re- 
lations ‘of marquis’ Wellesley, that the 
Course they night take should not preclude 
investigation, but at the sanie time, he was 
‘Of opinion with his learned friend (Mr. 
Garrow), that it would introduce 4 very 
‘Improper precedent. He wished to have 
the question disposed of, but there was 
‘some’ difficulty itt extricating the House 
‘ffom the present embarrasstient. The 
est way for this purpose was’ for the hon. 
"gett. to withdraw his charge, if that could 
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‘be done consistently with parliamentary 
forms, and in that case the charge would 
not appear on the journals’ till there ap- 
peared some’ sufficient grounds to warrant 
‘it. Hf this could not be done, the only 
Other alternative was for the right hon. 
sécretary to withdraw his amendment, and 
to negative thé original question, which 
‘would leave the subject open to’ the bon. 
member, at any period he should think 
‘himself prepared with’ sufficient grounds 
to make good his charges. 

Mr. Secretary Fot said, he was not ob- 
stinately attached to the mode he had re- 
commended, but it yet appeared to him to 
obviate all the difficulties in the case. It 
was very singular, that the hon. gent. had 
moved for volumes of papers, referritig to 
charges he had not made, and yet had not 
to produce a single authenticated instru- 
ment applicable to his presérit motion. 

Mr. Paull was surprised at the exttaor+ 
dinary languagé of an’ hon. gent. (Mr. W. 
Pole), who had expressed so much pléa- 
sure, that he (Mr. P.) had now appeared 
in a tangible form. How he was to be 
disposed of, now he had been discovered 
in’ this tangible shape, had not been éx- 
plained. It was representéd that he had 
moved for papers with the‘design, not to 
support a valid charge, but to fish out ma- 
terials to constitute such an accusation; 
and he was to be considered culpable for 
not substantiating his allegations by do- 
cuments, when he Kiad moved for papers as 
éarly as June in the last year, none of which 
were now produced on the table of the 
rhouse. He did not come now to support 
the charge, he designed titerely to present 
the general chargé, and to move for the 
vouchers by which it would be justified ; 
and he was not convinced, that this mode 
of proceeding was either inefficient o¥ irre~ 
gular. His sentiments on the misconduct 
‘of the noble marquis, were neither new tor 
rpeculiar. A noble lord, of the highest re- 
‘putation, éntertainied the same- opinions ; 
many otlers of sound discretion, saw miat- 
‘ters in the same light; and‘29, out of 30, 
of the.East-India directors, had satictioned 
his thoughts on the subject. The right 
hon. secretary of staté himself had been at 
‘least nearly of the same opinion, ashe had 
approved in the miost unqualified manner 
of a spééch of an lion. member below him 
(Mr. Francis) in 1805, which represented 
thé conduct of lord Wellesley in the’ sanie 
light that he had done. Another ripht 
hon, getit. also on thé bench Below hin 
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(Mr. Sheridan) had represented the trans- 
actions of the Carnatic, as of the foulest 
and most criminal kind, and had declared 
if government at that time should not adopt 
some proper proceeding thereon, he should 
think it his duty to take some steps to ex- 
pose the criminality of those proceedings. 
He thought he had a right to call upon 
those gentlemen to remain faithful to their 
assertions, and to give him their cordial 
support in conformity with their declared 
sentiments. 

Mr. Francis.—Sir ; It is with the ut- 
most reluctance that I now or at any time 
meddle with this subject. ButI am called 
upon in such terms, as force me, whether J 
will or no, to take part ip thedebate. I 
have not changed or relinquished my. opi- 
nion on the subject of the Marhatta War, 
as I delivered, it in this house on the 5th 
of April, 1805, and, since that, to, the 
public, They, who will not consult the 
record, have no right to.question my prin- 
ciples, or to judge of my conduct.._I never 
undertook to impeach lord Wellesley. My 
purpose, in proceeding as I did, was to do 
a public service of another kind, which 
might have been accomplished without an 
Impeachment. At least I thought so, 
But it could. not, be accomplished without 
@ Strict examination of his conduct with 
respect to peace and war in India. . In that 
speech, sir, there is not one word, which I 
do not ‘believe to be true, and which I am 
not able to make good. All this was done 
and concluded too, before I ever saw the 
hon. gent. (Mr. Paull) or heard his voice, 
for in fact 1 heard him, before I saw. him, 
or knew his name. If I understood my 
right hon. friend near me (Mr. Fox), I 
think he has mistaken me. I-can assure 
him that I did never say that there was no 
ground for impeaching lord Wellesley, or 
that he ought not to be impeached for the 
Marhatta war. My right hon. friend, who 
has seen the speech in print, and read it 
‘atteutively, will not.find one word in it to 
that effect. 
~ Mr. Huddieston.—I shall certainly detain 
the house but for a few seconds from, the 
pleasure it must always receive in hearing 
“the right -hon. member (Mr. Sheridan). 
“The speech of my hon, colleague (Mr. 
Grant) has. made it quite unnecessary for 
me to enter into any defence of the Court 
of directors against the warm strictures of 
‘the hon. gent. opposite (Mr. W. Pole), I 
honour the feelings shewn by that. hon. 
“gent, in the cause of his near relation, and 
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am not surprised they should prevent hig 
feeling at all for those whose duty it hag 
been to animadvert on the conduct of that’ 
noble person: but there are two or ihreg 
points in the speech of the hon. gent. to 
which I must advert distinctly, as an in. 
dividual member of that body upon which 
he and other hon. gentlemen, from motiyes 
less apparent, have lavished such unqua. 
lified censure. First, with regard to the 
paragraphs of a letter from. the court of 
directors in the revenue department, which 
the hon, member has read to the house, 
I declare upon my honour that to the best 
of my knowledge and recollection, I never 
heard of those paragraphs before, nor of 
any letter having been written by the court, 
that could be construed into a recognition 
of the propriety of our possessing ourselves 
of the territory and revenues in question; 
and I am persuaded that those directors 
who signed the letter of which those. pa 
ragraphs form a part, would. not, after 
reading them, have signed it, if they had 
known by what means that territory and 
revenue had been obtained :,but, as I haye 
already had occasion to state to the house. 
the court of directors were not made. ac 
quainted with the Oude transactions. until 
two years after; and upon their being made 
acquainted with them, they lost no time.in 
expressing their disapprobation of them. 
Now, sir, with regard to the letter, or pros 
posed letter, which has been so_ much al- 
luded to, and for the production of which 
the hon. gent. has seemed to consider the 
directors as having shewn themselves pars 
ticularly desirous, I beg to remind tne hons 
gent. or toinform him if he was not, present 
at the debate here yesterday, that my argus 
ment went only to the production of so much 
of thatletter as relates to the treaties with 
the Nabobs of Oude and Furruckabad, bes 
cause of the subjects discussed in the letter 
those only had been to that time brought bes 
fore the house, and the ground upon which} 
thougbt those parts of the letter,.ought to 
be laid before the house, was this, that as 
the house had ordered, without objection 
or discussion, the production of , another 
document which expressed, under the. sige 
natures of the committee of the court, 
directors, the approbation of those want 
actions entertained by the, board of comm 
missioners; which document had of coursé 
made its own impression on the house} 
there seemed an obvious principle wl 


which expressed the disapprobation-eatels 
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tained of the same transactions by the 
courtofdirectors. But, sir, respecting the 
whole of that letter, after what has been 
said of it, I desire to acknowledge my full 
share of any censufe that may be thought 
due to it. The ability with which it is 
wtitten, is far beyond any to which I have 
the least pretention, but I approved of 
every part of it, and never gave my assent 
to any measure, or put my name to any 
aper with a more perfect consciousness 
of doing what was right, and what my duty 
fequired of ne. That it will be answered, 
atid most ably answered, I have no doubt; 
and if the answer shall disprove of do 


away the facts, or any of them, which it 


states, or convince me, that my view of 
them has been erroneous, and the answer 
founded upon it unjust, I shall be most 
ready and happy to acknowledge it. But, 
sit, | believe there are facts, stubborn and 
afflicting facts, stated in that letter, which 
no eloquence can disprove. I have been 
at all times ready to acknowledge the 
great merit, and splendid services which 
distinguished the early part of the marquis 
Wellesley’s career in India, and I felt pro- 
portionate regret at seeing the lustre of 
those services obscured by the system he 
afterwards pursued. Respecting the pro- 
cédure before the house, and the dilemma 
inwhich we are placed, I always thought 
thatthe most proper course for the hon. 
gent. to pursue, would have been first to 
place his documents on the table, and then 
to move for their being referred to a com- 
mittee for investigation; and, I should 
yet hope, that we may tread back the steps 
taken this evening, and the dilemma be got 
tid of in the mode proposed by the learned 
gent. below (Mr. Percevaly.—There is one 
point in the hon. gent.’s speech (Mr. W. 
Pole), which I think must have arisen from 
his misconception. He laid considerable 
stfess;on'my hon. friend near me (Mr. R. 
Thornton) having stated that the letter 
had been approved by 29 out of 30 direc- 
tors, as if my hon. friend had included, 
‘directors, those gentlemen who were out 
by rotation: but this is easily cleared up, 
bymerely stating the fact that the letter 
Wésapproved in court, and sent up to the 
‘board of commissioners in the beginning of 
April,and after the annual election was laid 
lore the court of directors, again and 
again approved, so that 29 out of 30 di- 
a had given it their approbation. 
Mt. Sheridan said, he was not disposed 
Wietract a single syllable of what he had 
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asserted on India ‘affairs. His observa~ 
tions had been solely directed to the Car- 
natic, ane he had not even mentioned the 
name of marquis Wellesley in the course 
of them. His charge was not against this 
foreign resident ; it was against the board 
of control, against the government of Ma- 
dras, but, above all, against the whole body 
of the court of directors, who appeared to 
him to be the principal delinquents. But, 
said the right hon. gent., I have been called 
upon in a way I do not approve, as if I 
were inconsistent in my conduct, and cal- 
led upon by an hon. gent. (Mr. Francis) 
from whom I should not have expected it. 
It would seem as if his intentions were to 
promote differences among the members 
of administration at a time when their cor- 
dial union and hearty co-operation were 
necessary to the welfare, if not to the sal~ 
vation of the’ country. However indiffes 
rent the hon, gent. may appear, if report 
speak truly, the hon, gent. was inclined 
to sustain on his own shoulders the whole 
weight of the concerns of India; or.if a fa- 
vourable pliant moment had been employed 
to persuade him, he would have gone out 
to Bengal in a bigh responsible office, [ 
do not mean to say, that the hon. gent. 
has acted from pique or disappointment ; 
all his motives, I presume, originate in 
public spirit, mingled, perhaps, with a lit. 
tle apprehension for my parliamentary 
consistency ; he must, however, leave me 
to be the protector of my own character, 
and of my own honour. 

Mr. Francis.—I am so well pleased to 
see my right hon, friend once more in his 
place, that it would be very difficult for 
him to say any thing to me or of me, that 
could give me one moment’s concern, The 
facts, to which he alludes, have been much 
misrepresented tohim. The only way to 
justify the resentment is to overstate the 
offence. ‘The terms in which I spoke of his 
absence, were good-humoured and compli- 
mentary. No man repines much at a loss, 
which he dues not feel to be important. 
Respect and value are usually included 
in regret. But my right hon. friend is mis- 
taken about the fact. I never mentionéd 
the transactions in the Carnatic. I never 


uttered a word of provocation to him to 
make good his charge against lord Welles- 
ley. You, sir, and the whole house will 
bear me witness, that the supposed debts 
of the Nabob of Arcot, in which lord Wel- 
lesley has no concern, was the subject on 
which | called for his‘assistance, and that 
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of my hon. friend, the representative of 
Norwich. With respect to the government 
of Bengal, and to my disappointment, and 
all the anecdotes he alludes to,.and bisown 
meritorious conduct, it is quite enough for 
meto say that he is mistaken in his premi- 
ses; and that, asin fact J have expressed no 
resentment, he has no right to assert that I 
am influenced by disappointment. On the 
principle of his own insinuation, if the 
fact fails him, I am entitled to the opposite 
conclusion. 

Sir 7. Metcalfe trusted the house would 
give him some credit for his silence in the 
discussions on the rejected draught of a 
letter, particularly as he had so apes 
been pointed at for having differed in opi- 
nion with the majority of his friends in the 
direction. The paper in question was laid 
before the court early in April 1805, and 
contained every act of lord Wellesley’s 
government that could make against him, 
yn the opinion of the writer of the letter, 
from the year 1798. He stated, that the 
house should understand the established 
tule for carrying on the correspondence 
between the executive part’of the company 
and the governments mm India, is by an- 
swering every letter, in the order of its ar- 
rival, paragraph by paragraph; and of 
course the former transactions of the Ben- 
gal government must have been decided on, 
by approval or censure, many years before 
the letter in question was produced: and! 
as it appeared to bim that the hon. mem- 
ber opposite (Mr. Grant) had undertaken 
@n unprecedented task, in raking from the 
records every thing that.could make against 
the government, without taking notice of 
any one meritorious act, he felt it his duty 
to object at the India~house to the direc- 
tors’ entering into any contention with the 
commissioners on the alterations they had 
made, because it appeared to bim they ne-| 
ver had stronger grounds to stand on than! 
in that instance: for in addition to the le-' 
gal authority they possessed in altering a’ 
political dispatch, they had the argument 
in their favour, that no such procedure had’ 
been adopted upon the departure of any, 
former governor-general. And what ap-| 
peared at the same time extraordinary, 
they were suffered to make an alteration in, 
a letter purely commercial, which by law’ 
they had no authority to do. The hon. 
baronet (sir J. Wrottesley) was under a! 
«mistake in supposing that what fell in the 
debates from individual directors was to 
‘be considered as the opinion of. the body: 
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‘sented in that house, and each gent. spoke 
his own sentiments as a member of 


lesley, who had placed the house in soy, 
traordinary a dilemma, not content with 
exhibiting a charge against the late go 
vernor-general, had introduced a 
extraordinary charge against the Indig 
Co., by accusing them of violating thy 
act of parliament, which was not nearg 
the fact than the other most. extraop 
dinary assertion, that the company wer 
indebted to the public in the sum off 
millions, Whereas, instead of the com 
pany being in debt to the public, the 
public are considerably in debt to the 
company for advances of money made 
by order- of his majesty’s government, 
Sir T. M. could not avoid observing, that 
the hon, gent, took unwarrantable liberties 
with the name of the court of director, 
who could not in their collective capacity 
have any knowledge of the hon. gent, 
beyond having permitted him to go India; 
and the return he now made for that obli 
gation was to join them in the accusation 
he had brought forward against the.nobl 
marquis. With respect to that noblemen, 
sir T. M. declared, be had never received, 
nor expected to receive, the smallest fy 
vour at his hands. He had officially ex, 
amined every act of lord Wellesley’s go 
vernment, and could with truth declare, 
that having in that examination discovered 
great talents as a statesman, with wnboor 
ded zeal for the interests of the India Co, 
he felt it his paramount duty to give his 
feeble support ‘to a much-injured chame 
ter. With regard to the vote he waste 
give, he must be decided by the geneml 
feeling of the house, as he felt a difficully 
in affording any countenance to what ap 
peared to him a frivolous charge, wnsup’ 
ported by any kind of evidence, 
Mr. Grant said, that the hon. baronet 
had no right to give him the credit of the 
letter in. question, for that in fact five 
sixths of it had been prepared by the offices 
of the India house from the materials they 
possessed ; neither was the hon. basoné 
warranted in saying, that only seven @ 
eight of the directors bad much concerted 
themselves about the letter, because tit 
whole court (the hon. baronet :excepted) 
were much interested in it, and mauy hal 
even called for a stronger measure. 
Mr. H. Addington suggested thet Ae 
most regular course would be, for the ion 
gent. to move that the motions be-for. 





at large. The India Co. was not repre~ 


present withdrawn: and after there we 


liament. The hon. accuser of lord Wel, 
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some further information before the house 
upon the subject, it might be competent to 
him, or any other hon. member, to move 
the further consideration of the question on 
some day subsequent to the production of 
these documents. 

_ Mr, Paull said, this was the very mode 
which he intended to have pursued, in 
consequence of what he had heard in the 
course of that night’s debate.—The moti- 
ons were then ordered to be withdrawn. 
Afler which, Mr. Sheridan gave notice, 
thathe would move the house to rescind 
the order for printing the first charge. 

Mr. Paud/ then moved for the production 
efcertain accounts, with a view to shew 
the comparative amount of the public ex- 
penditure in India during the administra- 
tions of Mr. Hastings, lord Cornwallis, sir 
J, Shore, and marquis Wellesley.—The 
motions were carried unanimously, and 
the house adjourned. 

———_— 
HOUSE OF LORDS., 
Wednesday April 23. 

[Kixe’s MessaGe RELATING TO PRus- 
sta.) Lord Grenville moved the order of 
the day for taking into consideration his 
majesty’s most gracious message. The mes- 
page being accordingly read, his lordship 
rose and observed, that after the message 
which their lordships had heard, it would 
not be necessary for him to take up much 
of the time of the house. He was persuaded 
thatthere could be but one sentiment 
among their lordships respecting his ma- 
jesty’s message; he was convinced there 
could be but one feeling in the country, 
astothe line of conduct which it was ne- 

to adopt; and he believed that 
there could be but one opinion throughout 
Europe respecting the conduct of Prussia. 
Had there existed no connection between 


that power and G. Britain, if his Prussian 


Majesty had not been bound by ties of al- 
lances, of blood, of friendship, and of 
#atitude, still one might have supposed 
thathis true policy, a sense of his real in- 
terest, would have induced him to pursue} 
4course different from that which occasi- 
oned the message which had been just; 
tead. It was not his intention to enter 
deeply at present into the particulars of 
the conduct of the Prussian government ; 
it would be necessary, however, to make 
some reference to them. The court had 
en engaged in confidential intercourse 
with England previous to the battle of 
Austerliz; and if any reliance Could be: 
Vou VI. 
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placed upon assurances; if any faith could 
be reposed upon treaties; we had a right 
to expect that she would be found, not tight- 
ing on the side of the enemy, but sustain- 
ing the common cause of Europe against 
France. On the contrary, she acted as if, 
notwithstanding those assurances and those 
treaties, she had been leagued with France 
from the beginning. This was mani- 
fested in various instances. Her first open 
act was to occupy Hanover, under pretence 
of covering the retreat of the British and 
allied army, and of securing her own 
frontier against the danger which might 
result from the establishment of a French 
force in the electorate of Hanover. That 
this occupation was a flagrant outrage and 
violation of justice, no one could deny, 
apd as such, his majesty could not but feel 
it deeply. The insult and injury however, 
affecting him more in his private -than in 
his public capacity, he determined to ap- 
ply to remonstrance and negotiation, rather 
than to measures of a more serious charac- 
ter. What was the conduct of Prussia? 
Their lordships would scarcely - believe it, 
if the facts were not notorious to all Eu- 
rope. Before time could be given for the 
first temperate representation, before any 
explanation was offered or received, she 
took forcible possession of his majesty’s 
electoral dominions. The country which 
she occupied a few days before, for the 
purpose of protecting and guarding against 
the arms of France, within one fortnight 
after, she appropriated to herself, as a ces- 
sion and a conquest made by France. This 
was the second step in the gradation of 
the injuries offered to his majesty. There 
was, however, a third step more general 
and. more injurious in its object and conse~ 
quences. His Prussian majesty caused it 
tobe notified to the British minister at 
Berlin, that, in obedience to a requisition 
from France, he must proceed to exclude 
the shipping of England not only from 
Prussia, but from the ports of all the 
countries within the reach of her controul 
orinfluence. It was in this situation we 
now stood. His majesty could not but feel 
deep and lasting regret that the acts of 
Prussia, over which he had no controul, 
should involve in the calamities of war not 
only the subjects of Prussia, but. those of 
other countries. Whether any alternative 
remained. to his majesty, it would be for 
their lordships to determine; to his mind 
there was none. He could -not perceive 
what other measures than those which had 
3L 
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been resorted to, could be: taken against 
a country which was found, either from 
choice or necessity, to yield to every re- 
quisition of the enemy. Such boundless 
acquiescence did not become any country, 
and much less a great country like Prussia. 
it was obvious, that, in point of honour 
and reputation, she could gain nothing by 
it; it remained to be proved whether, 
even in the inferior consideration of inte- 
rest, she would find herself the better by 
it. He purposely abstained from making 
use of strong terms in speaking of the con- 
duct of Prussia. If it could be the object of 
any one to irritate, to inflame the passions, 
to make. it more difficult to renew hereaf- 
ter the connection between the two coun- 
tries, how easy would it be for him to re- 
present the conduct of Prussiain a much 
stronger light? One observation more re- 
mained for him to make, which related to 
the interest of Prussia herself. This ap- 
peared to him to be the kind of reasoning 
by which she endeavoured to reconcile 
herself to the strange line of policy she 
had thought proper to pursue: “ I have no 
hostility against you ; France insists upon 
my ceding to her a part of my dominions ; 
I must indemnify myself somewhere ; you 
are my weaker neighbour, and I will wrest 
my indemnity from you.” What could 
there be more monstrous, more unjust, 
more contrary to the principles of the law 
of nations, than such a proposition? He 
would allow that cases might accur, in 
which a country might be obliged to cede 
part of her territories ; but though her in- 
terests were affected, still her honour might 
be preserved.. There was no disgrace in 
being the victim of such a necessity. It was 
not dishonourable to be obliged to bend to 
circumstances after an appeal to arms; 
the dishonour was in not contending against 
such an event, in yielding without an effort 
ora struggle. ‘The ground upon which he 
would move the address to his majesty, 
which he held in his hand,.were these. 
First, the necessity of evincing that a con- 
nection did and ought to exist between 
England and Germany, and that we felt 
deeply for her interests. He was also anx- 
jous to convince Prussia, that there was 
not a power in Evrope who would exclude 
British ships trom her ports with impunity ; 
and above ali, he wished to mark our ab- 
horrence of that abominable principle of 
one power indemnifying itself at the ex- 
pence of its:weaker neighbour. He would 
acknowledge.also, he had another power 





ful motive for proposing it, a motive jg 
which he anticipated the perfect concurs 
rence, not only of every noble lord who 
heard him, but of every man in the coun: 
try. He was anxious to convince his Mas 
jesty that they felt an. insult offered to 
themselves, and that there was no part of 
his dominions, in the possession of which 
they were not willing to defend and main. 
tain him. Jn this loyal and patriotic sentis 
ment he was persuaded every one. who 
heard him would agree. He would trespasy 
no longer upon their lordship’s time, but 
move that the following addresses be pre. 
sented to his majesty upon his most gracis 
cious message. His lordship then read the - 
address, which was an echo of the message, 
The address having been again read by the 
lord Chancellor, 

Lord Hawkesbury rose for the purpose, 
of expressing his entire and unqualified 
approbation of the address proposed by 
the noble lord, After the clear, the tempes 
rate, and the dignified manuer in which 
the particulars of the conduct of Prussia 
were laid before the house, he should con. 
sider himself as guilty of an abuse of their 
lordship’s patience, if he were to endea. 
vour to trace the circumstances which had 
led to the last unfortunate measures of the 
court of Berlin. He thought it due, how, 
ever, to his majesty’s government, to ex 
press his entire approbation of what they 
had done, The electoral dominions of his 
majesty were invaded by France, not on 
account of a German quarrel, but on aq 
count of her hatred to this country. They 
were attacked in violation of existing trea 
ties, which stipulated and provided forthe 
neutrality, as well as for that of the Hanst, 
towns. Prussia herself, who now said that 
she accepted Hanover as a conquest of 
France, was a party to those very treatieh, 
Under these circumstances, looking to thé 
occupation of Hanover in all its bearings, 
as a violation of positive treaties, as at I 
fraction of the great principles of the: pub- 
lic law of Europe, he gave his full concur 
rence to the address, ‘That Prussia would 
feel the folly of the system shé had embra 
ced, he was confident. ‘That the measures 
she had adopted against the trade and ship» 
ping of G. Britain, would recoil with tem 
fold force upon the commerce and navige 
tion of Prussia, the experience of afew 
weeks would demonstrate. He hoped g0 
‘vernment would be impelled, by this un- 
expected conduct of Prussia, to cemit 
more strongly that good understanding 
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which had been fortunately established 
withtwo great Northern powers, he meant 
Russia and Sweeden. To the firmness and 
sincerity of these powers, he was persuaded 
we might look with confidence and satis~ 
faction, as more than a counterpoise to the 
defection of Prussia. 

~ Lord Mulgrave thought it impossible that 
any of their lordships could feel more 
syongly than he did every word of the 
address; it had his entire approbation. 
After the complete vassalage of Prussia, he 
was convinced, that it was impossible to 
be at. war with France, without, at the 
same time, being engaged in hostility with 
her. The measures which had been taken, 
had also his approbation ; they were mar- 
ked with energy and promptitude, and 
were such as became a great and a just na- 
tion. He doubted not the readiness of a 
government to renew the customary rela- 
tions with Prussia, as soon as she should 
evince that she was alive to her own ho- 
nour and interest. His lordship concluded 
with expressing his concurrence in the ad- 
dress, and of the measures which had been 
adopted towards Prussia, from which he 
saw reason to augur well of the future con- 
duct.of government.—The question was 
then put and carried nem. diss. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, April 23. 
{Moxutes.] A new. writ was ordered 
to be issued for Wexford, in the room of 
lord Loftus, called up to the house of 
peers as marquis of Ely.—Mr. Giles re- 
ported, from the committee of impeach- 
ment, that they had inspected the place in 
the court prepared for the accommodation 
of the house, and found that there would 
be sufficient space for the accommodation 
of 500 members, besides the managers of 
theimpeachment. He then moveda string 
of resolutions, being those usual in such 
cases: That the managers do first go out 
of the house before the other members ; 
that after the Speaker has left the house, 
meinbers be called by the clerk, ac- 
cording to their counties: That no mem- 
her do go out till his county be called: 
ho person but members do presume 
tosit in the places appointed for members 
in Westminster hall: That the serjeant.do 
takeall such into custody : For the morecon- 
venient passage to the hall, that the consta- 
les. do attend and keep the same clear...Or- 
dered—The form of procedure in the cases 
oi dr, Sacheverill and Mr. Hastings, being 
entered as read, Mr. Giles moved, that 


the same precedents be observed on the 
trial of lord Melville. Ordered-—It was 
also ordered, that no member do cfo8s; 
pass through, or remain, in the passage to 

the hall, during the procession to and from 

the trial: Also, that a note; with the name 

of the right hon, C; Bathurst, be given to 

the serjeant at arms, and that he do order 

him to attend at said trial. 

[Conpucr or Eart Sr. Vincenr.] 
Mr. Jeffery said he did not wish to advert 
to the long procrastination which had ta- 
ken place, by means of the printing of pa- 
pers that had been moved for; in order to 
repel the charge which it was his intention 
to bring forward against lord St. Vincent, 
nor, at this time, to say a word more on 
the subject. He thought it necessary that 
a day should now be named for bringing 
forward the same; and he was desirous of 
fixing that day, as nearly as possible; ac- 
cording to the wish of the house} and as 
he would not desire to name an earlier day 
than it might be supposed a sufficient tinte 
would be given for printing the papers al- 
ready moved for, therefore he, if it would 
be agreeable to the house, would name 
the 6th of May, on which day it was his 
determination positively to bring it forward, 

Lord Howick was as anxious to avoid 
delay in this business as any man in the 
house... No ‘rational motive could be as- 
signed for delay on his part, or on the part 
of the noble lord’s friends in question, bat 
the necessary time that might be required 
for the production of such papers as 
were judged necessary for the defence of 
the noble lord; and the elucidation of 
such points as the hon: gent. had already 
thought proper to specify. It was to be 
wished that such papers should be printed, 
and put into the hands of members before 
the discussion should take place. Some 
of those papers were not yet produced, 
and a considerable time would be necessary 
for theit printing. If there should be sufs 
ficient time for this purpose, before the day 
fixed on by the hon, gent., he cettainly 
could have no objection that the matter 
should be finally taken up on that day. 
But should it appear in the mean time that 
all the documents could not be before the 
house previously to that‘day, he thought it 
only reasonable that a farther delay should 
take place. At present he bad no objection 
to'the day nominated by the hon. gent. 

{[Kino’s MrssaGE RELATIVE TO PrRus- 
st4.] Mr. Secretary For moved the order 
of the day; for takirig into consideration 





bis majesty’s message, relative to Prussia, 
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which being read from the chair, the right 
hon. secretary rose, and spoke as follows: 
I am sure, sir, that it is impossible that the 
message we have now heard read, can fail to 
excite the strongest sensation in every tem- 
per and disposition of mind which can ex- 
ist in this house. In the first place, when 
we hear it stated that his majesty has ab- 
stained from appealing to his British sub- 
jects, on account of the violence and ibjus- 
tice which bad been doné to, him in the sei- 
zure of his electoral dominions, it is impos- 
sible not to feel grateful for that kindness 
and mildness which his majesty bas always 
shewn to the subjects of this realm. It was 
with the most extreme reluctance that he 
could consent to involve them in war upon 
any ground that was not immediately and 
directly connected with British interests. 
After the sentiment of gratitude to his ma- 
jesty for this tender consideration of his 
subjects of this kingdom, the next feeling 
which must be strongly excited by the mes~ 
sage, is a feeling of just indignation at the 
conduct of the court of Prussia. I hope that 
every member, while he feels this just in- 
_dignation, will, at the same time perceive 
the propriety of uniting the most vigorous 
measures, with a language temperate and 
moderate, and which does not violate that 
respect which has been always considered 
_ as due to crowned heads, and ought not in 
the present times to be departed trom. In- 
deed, to describe justly the measures which 
have been adopted by the court of Prussia 
against this country, they cannot be called 
the measures of the king of Prussia; fot 
that sovereign is known to be of a mild and 
pacific disposition. The measures must be 
considered such as his Prussian majesty has 
been induced to adopt from the pernicious 
councils of the enemies of this country. 

. Had it been my object to condemn, in the 
strongest terms, the decision of the Prus- 
sian cabinet, I might have thought it neces- 

_ sary to lay some additional papers on the 
table, but that nut being my object, I have 
moved butfor. few. More would have been 

. unnecessary, as it was not my wish to give 
the strongest pessible colouring to the ac- 
cusation that the message contains. In or- 

. der to understand those proceedings which 
have terminated in an outrage, unprece- 
dented in the history of the worst proceed- 

. ings of the worst times of Europe, it will 
be necessary to view the transaction a little 
earlier. The origin of this proceeding is to 

. be traced tu the convention concluded at 
Vienna, on the 15th of Dec. between 
Count Haugwits and the French emperor ; 


but when it is considered what wis {hp 
situation of Prussia, at the time that its 
sovereign concluded that treaty with 
France, it must be recollected, that jy 
means of negotiation were still greate 
than what it derived from its own sources, 
or itsown armies. The armies of Prussia 
were undoubtedly numerous and respect, 
able ; but was it on them alone that the 
king of Prussia rehed, when he was négoti. 
ating with France? Certainly it was not, 
He had a strong additional support, whieh 
gave weight to his negotiations. The eq. 
peror of Russia, after he had left Austey. 
litz, gave the whole direction of the Rus. 
sian troops, that remained in Germany, to 
the command of the king of Prussia. This 
country, too, had promised him @ powerfi! 
assistance by pecuniary supplies, if he 
should be driven to a war with Frangg, 
These were the means he possessed of givitg 
weight to his negotiations! and how did 
he apply those means? Why, to seize 4 
part of the territories of one of those pow. 
ers which had been supporting him in thi 
rank and situation which enabled bim to 
conclude his treaty. After this treaty was 
signed, a considerable difficulty remaiiied 
in the execution of it; this difficulty pip 
ceeded, in a great measure, from the just 
scruples of the king of Prussia, who per 
ceived that it would be very hard to pre 
vail upon his Britannic Majesty to ratify 
such a treaty, and who, therefore, ‘felt 
that his title would be so bad as to make 
the acquisition of Hanover, under these 
circumstances, a poor equivalent for thos 
provitices that he was obliged to give » 
to France. He felt, besides, that, upon to 
principles of justice, could he pretend to 
take it on other terms than those whith 
France herself had held it on, and thete. 
fore, at first, he did not pretend to take 
Hanover absolutely, but with the power di 
restoring it. France, in the mean time, 
pressed for thé cession of Anspach aid 
Bayreuth. What then did the king of Pris 
sia do? Certainly he did not expect thit 
the Freuch government would be ableto 
negotiate between him and his Britannic 
Majesty,that he should be allowed toretaia 
Hanover; and therefore he finally reso 
ved to seize it without the consent of lis 
majesty, and under the pretence of # 
equivalent for Anspach, Bayreuth, #id 
those provinces’ which were ceded 


treaty, and the proceedings which followéd 
it, were altogether the effect of fear ; for 
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Prussian ‘majesty was placed ? Was it 
merely the necessity of ceding Anspach 
and Bayreuth? This might have been a 
considerable misfortune, yet it was one 
which might be justified by necessity. But 
the sort of necessity claimed by the king of 
Prussia, is different ; he says, “‘ Because 
[have lost Anspach and Bayreuth, I there- 
‘fore feel myself under the necessity of 
seizing the dominions of some third pow- 
er; not only of a third power, but of one 
that, from all times, and by every circum- 
stance, 1 am bound to respect.” This is 
the sort of necessity claimed by the Prus- 
gian court, and it is this which makes the 
tase of Prussia much worse than that of 
aby other nation in Europe. -As for Spain 
(I 40 not wish to revive the differences of 
opinion with respect to the Spanish war) 
but Spain, I say, would comply no farther 
with the wishes of our enemies, than by 
giving a sum of money, Hollaud, and 
other powers, have been, from terror, 
obliged to make cessions of territory to 
Frasice ; but no other power has been com- 
pélled; by terror, to commit robberies or 
spoliations on its neighbours. It is in this 
that the case of Prussia stands distinguish- 
_ ed from that of all other nations. We can- 
not help looking, with some degree of pity 
and contempt, on a power that can allege 
that it is reduced to such a necessity. It 
would be, in itsélf, a considerable humili- 
ation or degradation to Prussia, to be 
obliged to give up those provinces to which 
it was so much attached, and which had 
been called, «* The cradle of the house of 
of Brandenburgh.” ‘The degradation of 
this cession was still much increased by 
the conduct of the people of Anspach, who 
entreated their sovereign not to abandon 
them. Instead of lessening the ignominy of 
the cession, it was a.great increase of dis- 
honour, to sell a brave and loyal people for 
What was called an equivalent: it was an 
union ofevery thing that was contemptible in 
servility, with every thing that was odious 
Mrapacity—On the 26th of Jan., an offi- 
eial letter was written from baron Harden- 
betg 'to- Mr. Jackson, expressly stating it 
to be'the intention of bis Prussian majesty 
“to take possession of Hanover only until 
‘the conclusion of peace between England 
‘tnd France. In the answer to that letter, 
‘his: majesty expresses his firm reliance on 
‘the @eclaration of ‘his Prussian majesty, 
‘but wishes the terins to be more explicit. 
‘The language that Prussia held at that 
“Uwe to our court, wes the same she ther 





held to Russia, and to every other court 


with which she was connected by the res 


lations of friendship. Soon after this, the 
convention with France appeared, and then 
the court of Prussia wished to represeat 
the measures taken with regard to Hano« 
ver, as in a manner dictated by France ; 
they would have it supposed, that it was 
rather an object.of French than of Prus« 
sian ambition, that they should be pose 
sessed of Hanover. At first; they endea. 
voured to represent to the government of 
this country, that it was more for our in+ 
terest that Hanover should be occupied by 
Prussian than by French troops ; and their 
argument was this: *‘ If we have it, the 
ports may be still open to your commerce, 
or at least your manufactures may have'a 
passage through our territory.” This hope 
was, however, now entirely cut off, and 
M. de Schulenburgh, in bis manifesto, 
professes to take the country as a present 
from France, which she had won and held 
by the right of conquest. No example 
could be found in all the histories of war, 
and no mention had ever been made by the 
writers on the law of nations, of any power 
having a right to receive as a present, a 


country occupied during awar by one of 


the belligerent powers, but not ceded by 
the other:—The house must therefore see 
to what extremity we are now reduced. It 
would beidle to say that a war with Prus- 
sia would not be a calamity. It is impos- 
sible but that it must be a calamity to this 
country, to have the number of its enemies 
increased. It is also a painful considera- 
tion to think that there is no mode. of re- 
turning this calamity on the aggressors 
which will not, in some degree, fall also on 
neutrel and friendly nations, and even on 
ourselves. The house will, however, feel 
that there are occasions in which a mani- 
festation of our principles and of our re- 
sentment become necessary, although at- 
tended with the calamities inseparable 
from war. If such an outrage as this were 
passed over, might not every other nation 
in Europe, and particularly those who have 
less power to resist than Prussia, say to us, 
“we wish as much as you that the power 
of France could be restrained, but you see 
our situation, and the great power of 
France, to which we are exposed? What 
are we to do ?” If this question were put 
to me, I should answer, that powers in 
that situation must save themselves as 
well as they can, and even make cessions 
if they are insisted upon. If Prussia should 
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allege, that she was in that state of com- 
parative weakness that she was obliged to 
cede Anspach and Bayreuth; however 
his majesty might lament the necessity, or 
the accession of strength his enemies deri- 
ved from the acquisition, still he would 
not have attempted to oppase it, or make 
the slightest remonstrance on the occasion. 
But when that power shall say, ** I am not 
only obliged to make cessions,but I am also 
obliged to ‘make war with you,” then the 
question becomes very different, and his 
majesty is under the necessity of consider- 
ing it in a very different light. Although I, 
for one, am not inclined to look very fa- 
vourably on the present situation of this 
country, nor to feel so sanguinely as some 
other gentlemen, yet I think that, upon the 
present! occasion, we should make a signal 
example of the court of Prussia ; and what- 
ever principles theorists may lay down 
about restoring the balance of Europe,. I 
think we shall do: more’ to restore the 
sound: and true’ principles that ought to 
prevail in Europe: by shewing the world, in 
thisinstance, thatthis country will not aban- 
don them herself, nor consent that they 
shall be departed from by other nations in 
their transactions with her. I consider that 
the power: of the country consists, in a 
great measure, in the ‘known justice of its 
principles, in its moderation and forbear- 
ance; but if the court of Berlin chooses to 
depart from the principles of justice, and 
to act hostility to this» country, it must 
take the consequence. ' I believe it has, 
as yet, gained ‘nothing by its. injustice. 
Hanover, desolated as it was first by French 
armies, and afterwards, in a still greater 
degree, by Prussian armies, can add little 
or nothing to the revenues of Prussia, nei- 
ther can it, inits present situation, increase 
her military strength. The king of Prussia 
has been given a mere nominal possession 
of that country; but so far from being 
strengthened by this present from France, 
he is only the more completely vanquished 
and subdued. Austria was forced, by the 
fortuné”of the war, to cede many of her 
-provinces; other nations have been obli- 
ged to make similar cessions; but none of 
them had, like Prussia, been reduced ‘to 
that lowest state of degradation, to con- 
sent to become the ministers of the injustice 
and rapacity of a master. By the com- 
mand of France, Prussia was obliged to 
shut the ports of Hanover against our 
ships, and what was the possession which 
France allowed her to keep of Hanover ? 


She has sent general Barbou to reside: iy 
that country, as a military superintendant, 
to see that every thing be done there ag. 


cording to the pleasure of France. Therg 


are many other instances of the mannerip 
which Prussia is now treated by France; 
in several transactions, respecting the possess 
sion of Essen and Werden,and several little 
villages almost too inconsiderable to naing, 
Prussia is treated with as little respect ag 
she deserves. The French appear constant: 
ly to treat Prussia as a country that it js 
impossible to make a treaty or agreement 
with ; and, in this respect, it is very likely: 
that they are in the right. In our condiet 
upon this occasion, we shall have avoided 
a great evil, and done some good; we 
shall avoid the giving the sanction of this 
country to the spoliations which have been 
committed on the Continent; we shall 
avoid the imputation of being indiffe- 
rent to the fate of his majesty’s foreign 
possession, which would be a heavy ims 
putation, even if it were supposed that 
their security was not immediately conneé 
ted with the interests of this country ; but, 
above all, we shall avoid the giving our 
sanction to that principle which has been 
lately adopted, of transferring the subjects 
of one prince to another, in the way of 
equivalents, and under the pretext of con 
venience and mutual accommodation. The 
wildest schemes that ever were before 
broached would not go so far to shake 
the foundations of all established governs 
ments as this new practice. If we are 
to make exchanges, let us exchange. those 
things which are the proper objects of ex 
change ; let us give a field for a field, or 
let us exchange its stock, its oxen, and its 
sheep ; but let us not consider the people 
of a country, or the subjects of a state, as 
matter for exchange or barter. There must 
be, in every nation, a certain attachment 
of the people to its form of government, 
without which no nation can subsist. .. This 
principle, then, of transferring the sul} 
jects of one prince to another, strike 
at the foundation of every government 
and the existence of every nations I had 
therefore, great pleasure in presenting the 
note, delivered by me to M. Jacobi, whidi 
expressed, that no consideration of, com 
venience or mutual accommodation; mudi 
less an equivalent, should ever induce his 
majesty to forget the exemplary fidelity 
and attachment of his Hanoverian: sub 
jects, or consent to the alienation of the 
electorate. I do not know that it is nece* 
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gary to make any further observations ; but 
fore Isit down, I must state, that there 


canbe no doubt but that the shutting the; 


of Prussia to British vessels is alone 
most clearly and unquestionably an act of 
jestility against this country.—Mr. Fox 
then concluded, by moving an address of 
thanks'to his majesty, which, as usual, was 
an echo of the message. 

Lord Castlereagh rose to express his en- 
tire and unqualified concurrence in the ad- 
dress moved by the right hon. gent., and 
his cordial approbation of the sentiments 
with which it was introduced. From the 
manly manner in which the government 
had acted upon this occasion, it was impos- 
sible that any candid man could refuse 
them his praise. ‘They had conducted them- 
selves with a firmness so judicially temper- 


ed with conciliation, as to maintain the, 


dignity and resolution which pressingly be- 
cane them in such acase ; and, at the same 
time, not to shut the door against an op- 
portunity of an amicable adjustment, if 
the Prussian cabinet were so disposed. 
The right hon. gent. who opened the mo- 
tion, had put the argument in favour of this 
country upon such broad grounds, and 
sustained the proceeding of his majesty’s 
ministers by reasoning so irresistible, that 
hefelt it unnecessary to add much to what 
the house had already heard, Indeed, un- 
der all the circumstances, he could not see 
how it was possible for government to have 
tuken a different course. Prussia, in be- 
coming the instrument of France to take 
hostile measures against this country, to 
adopt the course of annoying us that 
France had previously pursued, left to us 
no other alternative than that which had 
been taken. The noble lord vindicated the 
resolution to resent the invasion of Hano- 
ver, and expressed his confidence that mi- 
nisters, in evincing such a solicitude for 
his'majesty’s Hanoverian territories, but 
acted in unison with the feelings of the 
British people, who must ever participate 
inthe feelings and wishes of their sove- 
‘Teign. As to the arguments used by Prus- 
sla, after taking possession of Hanover as 
@ permanent dominion, they appeared to 
him to be obviously untenable upon any 
principle of justice. Prussia stated, that 


France held Hanover by right of conquest, 


nd under that right assumed to dispose of 


it. Bat, without any reference to the for- 


eile and’ outrageous manner in which 
France originally took possession of Hano- 
Wr, it was clear that, at the time they un- 
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dertook to transfer it to Prussia, they did 
not hold it at all, for they were not in pos- 
session of that country, having evacuated 
the whole of it, ‘with the exception of a 
single point. And unless the retention of 


‘that point (the fortress of Hameln) could 


be argued to imply a possession of the 
whole country, it would be absurd to at- 
tempt the maintaining, upon any principle of 
public justice, that the French held Hano- 
ver as a conquest at the time of the trans- 
fer so justly complained of. - Therefore, 
the main ground of justification upon which 
Prussia seemed to rely for the validity of 
this transfer, must fall to the ground. In- 
deed the declaration of Prussia herself, in 
January, when she occupied Hanover, pro- 
fessedly, until the conclusion of peace, dis- 
tinctly supported this argument, and. re= 
cognized the principle she had asserted. 
And, upon no pretence whatever, could the 
unqualified way in which she afterwards 
acted towards that ill-fated ‘country, be war- 
ranted. Asto the probable result to Prus- 
sia herself of these events, and of the line 
of policy which she hadso long thought 
proper to pursue, he firmly believed she 
would very soon find that she was miserably 
mistaken, that she would much better have 
consulted her own political security; and 
sure he was, that she would have better 
maintained her importance and character, 
had she acted quite differently—had she 
given her aid, when that aid might have 
been effectual, towards restoring the safety 
of Europe. Still, however, if by any course 
of conduct Prussia could be released from 
her present situation, if she could be exci- 
ted justly to appreciate her own interest, 
and to feel for her own safety, and if an 
alliance could be contrived which should 
induce her to act upon that feeling, it was 
important that this country should mani- 
fest a disposition to afford every possible 
assistance. Such was the policy which, he 
trusted, would be pursued; for such, he 
was convinced, would be for the common 
interest. In every view of the subject, he 
was persuaded that the war, to which the 
address referred, was one of complete jus-. 
tice and absolute necessity ; and on these 
grounds he felt great satisfaction in sup- 
porting the motion.—The address was then 
carried nem. con. and was ordered to be pre- 
sented to his majesty by such members of 
that house as were of his majesty’s privy 
council, 

[Arratrs oF Inpra.]_ Mr. Sheridan 
rose, pursuant to notice, to move that the 
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order for printing the charge, presented the 
preceding day against the marquis Wel- 
lesley, be rescinded. It could not, in his 
mind, or in that of any fair refleeting 
man, be consistent with justice that a 
charge against that noble lord, or any 
other person, should be published: to the 
world, under the authority of that house, 
merely upon the allegation of guilt, un- 
accompanied by any proof whatever. He 
did not wish to throw any impediment in 
the way of the hon. gent. with whom this 
charge originated, or to discourage im- 
peachment; but he must observe, that the 
course pursued by the hon, gent, was the 
most singular that could be well imagined. 
This was the opinion which he delivered 
the preceding day, and he was not disposed 
to retract it. The hon. gent. had moved 
for volumes of papers respecting the con- 
duct of lord Wellesley, most part of which 
had been already laid on the table, many 
of them delivered to the members in print 
those relative to Oude, indeed, were now 
distributing at the door, Yet the hon. 
gent. chose to overlook all these papers, 
and to bring forward the charge before the 
house, with regard to which not one docu- 
ment was to be found on the table, or 
was ever moved for. Thus, strange ‘to 
tell, the hon. gent. passed by the accu- 
sations; to substantiate which, be had been 
so long collecting evidence, and fixed upon 
one with regard to which he bad not yet 
attempted to adduce any evidence what- 
ever. But the hon. gent. pleaded as an 
excuse for this, that he was provoked by 
a noble lord (Temple) and another mem- 
ber, who were perpetually teazing him, as 
he stated, because he did nothing but 
move for papers, instead of bringing for- 
ward any charge. So far the hon. gent. 
seemed disposed to deal in a sort of re- 
partee with the members of whom he com- 
plained, and therefore proposed a eharge, 
with reference to which he had moved tor 
no papersat all. The right hon. gent. did 
not mean it to be inferred from the motion 
he was about to submit, that he was in all 
cases adverse to the publication of a charge 
before trial, or that he had that objection 
to what were called ex parte statements, 
upon which the principle of a bill, lately! 
introduced by a learned serjeant (Best), 
seemed to rest. On the contrary, he was, 
determined to oppose that bill in every 
stage of its progress.—Returning to the) 
subject of bis motion, the right bon, gent. 
observed, that it was highly material this 
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as possible. But as that issue was not tg 
be looked for, he felt that nothing shoulg 
be allowed to go forth from that house 
companiad by the letters and extracts of 
dispatches from lord Cornwallis and o 
of which no previous notice had been gi 
and which were calculated to prejudice the 
public mind upon the subject. He unde 
stood that several months would e} 
before the documents to which the: hop, 
gent. alluded the preceding day, could by 
prepared and laid before the house, jf 
so, it would not surely be consistent with 
justice to allow the publication of a 
that must unfairly operate against the ac 
cused. An objection was the preceding 
night started to his motion, on the ground 
that it was not calculated to produce the 
effect in view, as the charge under cons 
deration would be published among the 
votes of the house, which were usually cip 
culated among the members. But tha 
statement he found, upon enquiry, tobe 
erroneous, as this paper would be printed 
in the journals, which would not, of course 
be published, The hon, gent. in order 
satisfy the house, would ask his right hon, 
friend near him (Mr. H. Addington), ia 
what time the documents, on which the 
charge before the house professed to rest, 
could be got ready? The right hon. gent. 
concluded by moving “ That the onder 
made yesterday, for printing the Article 
of ‘Charge of High Crimes and Misde 
meanours against marquis Wellesley, be 
discharged. ‘| 
Mr. H. Addimgton replied, that to pre 
pare the list of papers alluded to, would, 
he was sorry to say, require a considerable 
time. This he was enabled to state from 
his experience respecting other papers ofa 
similar nature; and he was sorry: forth 
delay, because it was highly desirable, that 
the whole of this case should be disposed 
of with all convenient expedition, He 
was sure, that every member must Syl 
pathize in the feelings of lord Wellesley, 
in consequence of such suspence. Wishing 
therefore, the speedy decision of the que 
tion, he regretted to say that the papes 
referred to by his right hon. friend could 
not be prepared in less than 2 or $ month 
Mr. Paull begged to state that the pr 
pers which referred to any of the charge 
he had it in contemplation to bring fot 
ward, were not completely . before tht 
house. Not one of those with regard 
Bhurtpore or Surat were yet on the table 
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he moved for them between 3 and 
“gmonths ago. There were other papers, 
between the production of which, and the 
on his motion for them, not less than 
months had elapsed,, These circum- 

st he, mentioned,. merely. to shew 
with what justice gentlemen could ascribe 
ies to him. ‘The charge which he 
ought, forward the preceding day, evin- 

. ged,clearly,. that he was ready toanswer the 
a of those who called for accusa- 
tions, and he would prove that he could 
pustain them too, if the papers. were 
granted, to him for which he should apply. 
en .as those. papers should be before 
ihe house, he was resolved to follow up 
is, s;,but if, in. the course of his 


me is, ,he should from inexperience. be 
hie ye error,, he hoped the house! 
would feel, that he stood. there with hat 
little assistance, As. to the error which 
the right hon, .mover alluded to, be bhad4 
only to say that he acted according to the 
suggestion of, the chair,.,. With regard)to. 
the.time necessary to prepare the papers 

ected with the charge before the house, 
he begged. leave, to observe, thatthe right 
bon, gent. who spoke last was not compe- 
tent to, speak: to, that point. He, in fact, 
was not likely to know. any. thing about) 
them, for they were not in bis department. 
They were all inthe department, of the. 
directors of the India Company. 

The Speaker, in-consequence of the hon. 
member having stated that he had taken 
the course he had adopted from a sugges~ 
tion from the chair, feeling.it necessary to 
stand right with the house, declared that 
be had but pointed out the manner in 
which the hon. member could best accom- 
modate his proceedings to the precedent 
of Mr. Hastings’s case, which he professed 
to have in view. 

Mr. W. Smith said, he had no opposition 
tothe motion of his right hon, friend ; 
ihe thought these. charges should not ap- 
pear before the public, because, as yet, 
there-appeared no evidence to support 
them; and it was. bat justice to the charac- 
ter of the noble marquis, to withheld from 
the public, aspersions upon it, until there 
was some evidence to support them. .. Of 
that noble, marquis, said the hon, gent. I 
know bitlittle, I had. slight acquaintance 
with him. before he. left this country... 
have. had uo. correspondence. with ‘him 
While-abroad ; since his return L.have not 
séen him. Of the hon. gent. who prefers 
these charges J know nothing, but that his 
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name is Paull, and that he sits in this 
house. With him I never éxchanged, a 
word, scarcely a look, yet I must- declare 
I think he is entitled to a different treat- 
ment. of this house from that of which I 
have been a witness, 1 do confess, I think 
that, ‘as a member of this house, he is 
entitled to. eredit. for having no other 
motive than a desire to serve the country - 
by having public justice carried into effect, 
If this be his motive, I cannot but think 
that his reception, both in language and 
manner, was by no means,consistent with 
the duty the house owes to its members, 
I cannot, however, help being of opinion, 
that the hon. gent.’s conduct is extremely 
impolitic and rash, If he has undertaken 
this business without any assistance, he is 
more rash than any one | ever knew. But 
if he has been assisted out. of this house, 
and has been induced to bring this. matter 
forward in the faith of haying the same 
assistance in this house, 1 think not very 
highly of the courage of those who sup- 
ported. him in private, but who.have now 
declined to come forward to. avow that 
support in public. I have already said, that 
he appears to. me not only rash, but also a 
little ignorant of the forms of the house ; 
he has produced a charge ip a manner not 
mfich to the credit of his experience, any 
more than to bis prudence and discretion ; 
but. yet it was rather the. business of the 
house. to have led him on with kindness, 
rather than allow him to be treated ina 
manner I was very sorry to see. I know 
I have no right to recur to any particular 
expressions which fell last night. I wished 
to have an opportunity of alluding to par- 
ticular expressions; but without alluding 
to. them 1 do say, that in my opinion, if 
any seryant of the India Co. who returns 


| from India, supposes that he can fairly and 


justly charge another servant of the Com- 
pany with having abused the trust reposed 
in him, and injured the interests.of his ems 
ployers, itis the duty of this house to give 
him countenance ; he. ought to. be kindly 
treated, and not in such a manner as,if he 
were a calumniator. If, on investigation, 
it shall be proved, that the hon. gent. has 
brought forward. charges which he cannot 
make good, he will deserve, and no doubt 
receive, a very severe censure indeed ; but 
till that is shewn, he is entitled to. the 
candid and impartial attention and. pro~ 
tection of the house.—The question was 
then put and carried. ATA 
{Wirwesses’ Dzctarpatory. Bitt.] 
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as the iétion for the Srd ‘reading of this 
i 

Sir V. Gibbs renewed his former objec- 
tions made to" the bill ;’ “observing, that in 
the first place there was! no necessity for 
it, and in the second, that it might produce 
an effect different from what it was inten- 
ded ‘to do, as ‘it went much farther than 
the opinions given by the majority of the 
judges, Tn his ‘opinion, instead of remo- 
ving’ doubts, it would be introducing new 
ones, 

‘Mr, Ti Oran objected ‘to the’ bill, as 
there wa ‘practical inconvenience from 
the bvdodte ‘Sthite of the law, and as it ori- 
ginated froma legislative question. 

Mr. Mortis conceived, that if any de- 
claratory bill were necessary, this ‘was ‘the 
best that could be adopted. The'learned 
gent. then entered into’a very long argu. 
ment, to prove that it was necessary to ‘de-| 
clare the ‘law; and ‘concluded ‘by calling) 
on thie house to’ snpport the vill. 

Mr. Perceval a ‘ndt see ‘that any ill 
consequences could ‘arise: from the’’r 
tion of the bill ; On the contrary, he thou 
3t' much better that it should be thrdwh'out, 
‘as there ‘would be but’ one uncertainty in 

- ‘the ‘prattice of the courts ; ‘whereas, if it. 
were passed into a law, ‘there would be 
many, arisibg from the different constric- 
tions of it: 

‘The Sdlicitor Cenetik prithed at ee 
deni'th'‘into'a statement of the dvadtage 
‘which Wéild'arise from the passing of thi 
but. ‘The Yaw’at’ present,’ he’ said, was ip 
hh‘unslttled'state, so much ‘so, that it was. 
ht Gohsidéred, “by ‘many ‘of the’ judges 
théimseives, ‘that the opinion of the majo- 
tity of that ‘learned body, as given 'in the 
house" of lords,’ was binding on‘the mino-, 
Yity, A witness ‘at ‘the Old Bailey might 
be’ permitted ‘to ‘refuse “giving an’ answer 
Which Would ‘Convict an’ offender, because. 

Whe? ‘‘tiswer ’ would” stibject ‘him to ‘a’ civil, 

", Betion ;'or, what was still worse, a witness, 

Be mia same reason, might refuse to answer’ 
é) tio,’ the answer to ag dich would, 

- fidut it a'prisotter. ee a 

Phe Master of the Rolls stated that” he 
vival récollected any point’of lai relating: 
‘to evidence; settled by. ‘the legislature, on. 
whict: arcoint he was inimical to thé bill. 
"He did’ not’ think’ an “act°could be ‘passed, 

Which would’ cofmpréhend every c , atid 
‘thérefore as the courts of law would im’ ‘time | 
settle their own’ practice; ‘which’could’ ‘be 
again altered as necessity’ required, he: 
thought it much preferable to permit’ them! 
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to'do that, than to enact a positive ly 
which in all cases must be construed 
cording to the letter. tha 
Mr. Secretary For ohserved, that eve; 
thing which had been urged against this bj 
convinced him the more’ of the neéce 
of it. The difference of opinion’ a 
the judges, was a certain proof, that 
remedy should’be applied ‘to’ thé’ evil’ 
whetr he considered the’ ‘arguments of 
many learned gentlemen who-had ¢ 
ed their sentiments, upon it, he’ a 
the necessity still stronger." The leaue 
gent. who had just sat down, ‘had 
at one time of his’ life in a criminal 
when he’ was chief justice of Chester. 
he begged leave to ask him, wheth 
ever had heard the ‘exception takeif ?' 
hepative opinion he considered 'the sté 
ést point’in favour of it ; but from the’ 
gument he’ was to presume, that tio such 
doubt'ever did exist. “A noble’ and ledrntd 
lord;’ However, “of the ‘upper house (lon 
Eldon), ‘had expréssed very cotsider 


| doubts upon’thé subject ; and,‘if'¢ 


t} did ‘exist, °the’ mischief would Hie 
bounds in every part of the’ jodicature 
the kingdom,’ if the bill were’ not pa 
From! every consideration which ‘he’ could 
possibly give the’subject, he thought the 
bill did ‘not go one tittle beyond the 
nion of the judges, and the words of} 
were perfectly consonant with that Opt 
S| nion, br which reasons he'supported'th 
s| bill. The house then divided, when ther 
“appeared $' For the’ third reading of thy 
bill,’ 515 Against it, 185 Majority, 33," 
—— 


HOUSE ‘OF EORDS, d 4 
Thursday, April 24: ‘ 
{American Inrekcounse “i 

‘Lord Sheffield said, that in his i 
papers now on the table did not s 
‘explain the ‘nature of the bill now’ 
their lordships.'. He had therefore'td'm 
for several others, by ‘which’ the object! 
thé bill might be more ‘fully aird $a 
torily explained. ‘His' lordship then fi 


| ceeded to move ‘for'a’ long string of 


respecting the number dd’ tonnage of 
vessels'employed:in that eee at’ di 
‘periods since 1797. ‘nee 
“Lord: Holland observed, ‘hat thes 
the‘noble lord had in view might 
laseertained from the papers already’ 
table. To: prepare and ‘produce the 
‘would, in his opinion; be only Pp id 
of pitt mischief. Thé papers, ‘howevt 
were granted ; and lord Sheffield give 
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rt the bill might pot pass into-a law. 
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“ tice, that. -he should, on Tuesday. next, 


move thatthe 2nd reading of thebill be. 
deferred till Monday se’nnight. 
,[IMpeaCHMENT OF Loap Mexvittz.] 


Lord Walsingham reported from the com-] 


mittee appointed to seach for precedents 


' of proceedings ‘on impeachments, the. ce- 


remonial proposed to be observed on the 
trialof Jord Melville, which had been re- 

amended to them for alteration, His 
lordship having read the report, 

The Earl of Radnor moved to add to it, 
inconformity with three precedents of im- 
peachments previous to that of Mr, Has- 
tings, that the peers should remain in their 

and not depart from them during the, 
trial on each day.—A long conversation en- 
sued between. lord Auckland, the earl of 
Radnor, lord Holland, lord Eldon, earl Stan- 
hope,the earl of Westmeath,ear] Spencer,the 
duke of Cumberland, the earl of Darnley, 
bishop of St. Asaph, and Jord Ellenborough. 
Most of the above peers objected to the 
proposition, as tending by its strictness, to 
cause great inconvenience to the peers 


' attending on the trial, whilst, at the same 


time, there was no doubt at all that that or- 
der would be preserved which the solemnity 
of such an occasion required. 

»The Earl of Radnor. conceived that the 
motion ought to be agreed to, in order to 
insure that strictness.of order which was 
requisite on a solemn trial by impeachment, 
butin order to have a public attendance 
atiits discussion, his lordship moved to ad- 
journ the debate till the next day, and that 
thelords be summoned. On this motion 


‘the house. divided; Contents 9; Nan 


Contents 15; Majority 6. The report of 
the committee was then agreed to. 
‘{INsonvenr Dezrons’ Bitt.] Lord 
Filenborough moved for several Accounts 
@f Prisoners confined for debt in the prisons 
of the Metropolis, at different periods; 
‘which were ordered. 
The Earl of Moira expressed a wish 
that the 2nd reading of the Insolvent 
Debtor's bill; ’ which stood for’ this day 
a be postponed till Monday se’nnight. 
~ Lord Holland declared his readiness to 
Accede to this, request, and moved to dis- 
charge the order, which was renewed for 
y s¢’nnight, and the lords ordered 
to be summoned for that day. 
- Lord. Eldon presented three petitions 
rom certain merchasts and tradesnien of 
the cities of London and Westminster, and 
the»Borough, of Southwark, praying, that 


' 
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| . Lord-Holland presented, a petition from 
the debtors..confined in the-county, gaol : of 
Leicester, praying that the bill might pass 
into.a law. a 
HOUSE OF COMMONS: 
big Thursday, April 2+. 
{[Minures] Mr. cf assford took the 
oaths and his seat for Dunbartonshire, in 
the room of sir J. Colquhoun, who has ac« 
cepted the Chiltero Hundreds,—Mr. Fel- 
lows moved, that a committee be appoint- 
-ed to. enquire into the expediency of re- 
pealing so much of the act of the 9d of 
James.I, as.related to the making and ven- 
ding of boots and shoes,—Lord Castle. 
reagh moved fora return of the number of 
effective men in. the army, from the Ist of 
Jan. 1793, to the ist of Jan. 1801, the 
recruits procured in each year, and the 
bounties given them: 2dly, of the number 
of men raised for rank, permanent or tem- 
porary, during the same_period,—Lord 
Howick presented the estimates of the ex+ 
pences arising from the additional pay or- 
dered by bis majesty in council to be given 
to the officers and seamen of the navy, be- 
tween the Ist of May,.and the 31st of Dec., 
1806.—Mr. Paull gave notice,that on Mon- 
day he would move for the prifiting of his 
first article of impeachment against lord 
Wellesley.—-Ordered, on. the motion of 
Mr. Whitbread, that a message be. sent 
to the Lords, with a list of witnesses to be 
summoned to attend the trial of lord Mel- 
ville, and Mr. Whitbread. was ordered to 
bear the message to the Lords. It was af= 
terwards ordered, that a note be given 
to the serjeant, at.arms, with the name of 
the right hon. George Tierney, and orders 
to serve him with notice to attend at all 
times the trial of lord Melyille. 
[Ex-parte CriminaL Proceepinas,} 
Mr. Serjeant Best rose and addressed the 
house as follows :+-Some.time since sir, I 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to prevent 
the publication of ex-parte evidence against 
persons accused of. felonies and other 
crimes previous ta trial. It appeared to 
me;at the time, to be a necessary ineasure} 
and I must confess, that I am of the same 
opinion -still, That opinion, sir, has 
since been confirmed by what bappenéd 
about six years ago, ata trial for. tmur- 
der, before Mr. Justice Grose, at the Old 
Bailey. From the evidenée, the learned 
| judge was induced to direct the jury to ac. 
quit the. prisoner... They, however, staid out 





many hours; and on. their return, the 
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foreman informed his lordship, that’ the |/He thought that a committee should’ be gs 
reason of their delay was, that many of the |/pointed to examine the’ state ofthe. eolg: 

jury were unable to separate.in their minds }nies, in many respects, as this at presen 
the evidence, from what theybefore had read | was not well understood. The late chahjel. 
or heard of the tircumstances relating to}lor of the exchequer, who certainly wa 
the transaction. This communication was} competent to form an accurate°opinion gy 
made to me by Mr, Justice Grose himself; | this subject, had said, that he ‘never could 
and I think is sufficient ‘to justify me for}learn the profits of the planters on 
having made the motion. But, sir, as alaverage price of sugar. If he found othe 
great number of persons ot high statiun and [gentlemen of the same opinion with hin, 
character, and for whose judgment upon allfhe would,on some future day, : 
subjects, I have the greatest respect, seem }surh a Committee as he had adverted'y, - 
to think, that this measure might, in|, Lord H. Petty said that'certainly, onthe 
some degree, trench upon the liberty of| part of his majesty’s ministers, there mug 
the press, and as no man holds that sacred{| be a disposition to give every sort of atten 
principle in higher estimation ‘and value| tion to this subject, and to listen to ‘ever 
than I do, I should be the last to do any} important representation. He agreed that 

- thing which might be thought to lave a| the subject was one of some difficulty, ‘ad 
tendency to bring it into danger; and,|that un enquiry of one sort or another 
with those impressions, I wish now to give} would be very desirable. * ial 
notice, that it is not my intention to press|~ Mr. Rose contended, that such an’ 
the measure any farther. qiury would be better condueted byte 
[Customs Doties Biry.] On the mo-| inspector-general than by a committee df 
tion for the third reading of this bill; the house. 1 
Mr. Alderman Prinsep begged leave,; Mr. Barham only meant, by proposing 
without intending to oppose the present} a committee, to give assistance to goveti. 
bill, ‘to call the attention of his majety’s| ment; and, if there could be a bettt 
ministers to the operation of the ad-| mode than this, he would have no 
ditional duty on the silk manufacture. | tion.—After a few words from Mr. Jobs. 
Since the year 1787, the duty om silk hadj| stone and Mr. Manning, the bill wasted 
been encreasing, and yet no alteration had | a 3rd time and passed. a | 
been made on the draw-backs upon that 
article. By the present bill, the duty HOUSE OF LORDS. 
would be raised from 7s. 4d. on thrown Friday, April 25. 
silk, to 12s.; and, on the raw material, from| {Mixures.] Lord Ponsonby (lateth 
3s. to 5s, He thought that a draw-back| right hen. W. B. Ponsonby, was introde 
should be allowed in proportion to the en-| ced with the accustomed formalities, swom, 
crease of the duty since 1787, as an encou-| and took his seat. His lordship’s suppor 
ragement to so important a branch of our] ters were the earl of Besborough (as lol 
national fabrics. Butas it would be com-} Ponsonby) ‘and lord Dundas.—The ‘earldl 

‘ petent to ministers to make a provision{| Orferd (late baron Walpole) was also it 
to that effectin a subsequent act, he should,| troduced, sworn, and took his seats Hh 
in the present instance, be content with|lordship’s supporters were earls Fitewh 
calling their attention to the subject. liam and Spencer. 

Mr. Vansittart assured the worthy alder-} [Impzacument or Lonp MeEtvutt) 
man, that there would be no reluctance on} Lord Eldon stated to the house, that ther 
the part of government to give every en-| appeared to him an error in the 
couragement to that manufacture, if it] the committee respecting the c } 

_ should appear, after.a proper enquiry, that] to be observed on the trial of lord Melvill, 
such encouragement was necessary. This,| which it was necessary to correct. Itws 
however might be done jn @ subsequent/| there stated, that on giving judgmentevy 
bill. i, peer should say, ‘“ Guilty” or + No 

Mr. Barham expressed his approbation | Guilty,’—* upon my honour;” at thesam 
ofthe liberal and candid manner in-which| time, laying his hand upon his breasts th 
ministers bad listened to ~such tepresenta-|conceived that this was erroneous, im 
tions as had ‘been made to them on these| much as the decision on such an occasial 
subjects. He hoped that such modifica-| must be the vote of the house collectivt) 
tions would be introduced into the duty onjand certainly, in case of a verdict of Gu 


sugar, as would‘make it possible‘to: pay it. ty, it was not giving judgment, a6 
: 3 
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fendanit might move in arrest of judgment, 
| unds of which motion would come to 
peconsidered by their lordships. The sub- 
sequent. proceeding of judgment must re- 
sult from the-vote of the house, and be de- 
livered by their speaker. He concluded by 
givingnotice, that he should make a motion 
en Monday to rectify this error in the re- 
ee Earl of Radxor adverted to the mo- 
tion which he made the preceding day, and 
which he still contended ought to have been 
adupted, respecting the peers sitting in 
their places on the trial of lord Melville, and 
net departing therefrom during the trial of 
each day. His lordship referred to six 
ots of trials before the house, in 
which a similar order had been made ; and 
contended.that it ought to be made in this 
case, in order to ensure that strict decorum 
whieh was requisite on so solemn an occa- 
sion.’ Having moved the reading of the first 
standing Order, requiring the peers to sit 
in their places in the heuse, as prescribed 
by act of parliament, he concluded by mo- 
ving, that so much of the said order as was 
applicable, should be enforced on the trial 
of lord Melwille. 

The Lord Chancellor thought the strict 
enforcement of such an order would fre- 
quently be productive of great inconveni- 
ence. He had no doubt that their lordships 
would observe the greatest decorum upon 


the trial, whilst, at the same time, he con- }. 


ceived himself already under the standing 
erder, with every necessary power to en- 
force the observance of decorum, whenever 
there was any deviation from it, He was 
likewise of opinion, that the present mo- 
ction had been decided upon, in substance, 
the preceding day, and therefore ought not 
now to be entertained in another shape.— 
The Earl of Westmeath and Lord Auck- 
land also opposed the motion, on the 
ground of the inconvenience such an order 
strietly enforced would produce. The lat- 
‘ter‘noble lord said, there were 12 prece- 
dents of impeachment, in which such an 
order had not been made.—Earl Spencer 
thought it unnecessary, as it seemed to be 
‘agreed on all hands that the greatest possi- 
‘ble deeorum ought to be observed on the 
trial.—Several other peers briefly delivered 
‘their sentiments; and after the earl of 
‘Radnor spoke in explanation, the house die! 
vided—For the previous question, 37. 
Against it 10. Majority:27. 
. [American IntTeRcowrse Bit1.] Lord 
rose to move for several addi-| 
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tional papers, which he thought further ine- 
cessary to the illustration of this important 


|subject. He should therefore first move an 


huinble address to his majesty, requesting 
instructions mi ht be given that there be 
laid before the house, a copy of the report 
of the board of trade, delivered in Feb. 
1784, to the privy council, 

‘Lord Holland would not object to the 
production of the paper, but could net help 
observing it was in consequence of that 
very report that those measures were taken, 
which, for three years subsequent to that 
period, produced the most calamitous con- 
sequences in the West-Indies. He could 
not conceive, besides, that the opinions of 
the lords of trade in 1784, could, upon this 
question, be of much use in 1806, He 
objected also to the practice adopted by the 
noble lord of moving for papers relating to 
particular years without moving for those 
respecting the intermediate years. 

Lord Sheffield contended, that this and 
many other papers which he still had to 
move for, would explain the state of that 
trade at different periods, and the various 
opinions that were entertained of its tenden- 
cy.—After some conversation, the motion 
was agreed to, and the noble lord proceeded 
to move for a similar report delivered in 
Jan. 1791, and for a copy of all the meme- 
rials presented at different times since 1$01, 
against suspensions of the navigation laws. 

Lord Auck/end declared, that not one of 
the papers moved for by the noble lord had 
the least relation whateyer to the object of 
the bill before the house. The object of 
that bill, he wished ouce for all to declare, 
seemed to be who ly misunderstood by the 
noble lord. It by no means intended the 
introduction of any change in the naviga- 
tion laws; its whole object was to make 
that lawful. which was now unlawful, aad 
to make ministers responsible instead of 
their subordinate servants, As to the papers, 
they were so voluminous, that it would.em- 
ploy 60 clerks, for months to prepare them, 
which would prove a serious derangement 
to public business, without mentioning the: 
expence attending the production of them. 
If it was iatended to create delay by mo- 
ving for such volumes; that intention 
would be frustrated, for he was determined 
to proceed ip the 2d reading of that bill, 
without waiting for any such papers. 

Lord Siefield wished only for an extract ; 
but this was also objected to, unless the 
noble Jord would point out some particujar-. 
part to be extracted. fe 
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. Lord Auckland took the opportunity of 
declaring, that he would not consent to 
postpone the 2d reading of the bill on ac- 
‘count of the papers moved for by the no- 
ble lord.) ++” foe 

Lord: Holland suggested, whether the no- 
ble: lord had not better move, amongst 
other voluminous works, for Anderson’s 
History of Commerce and Postlethwaite’s 
Dictionary.— A fter some further conversa- 
‘tion the motion was negatived. 

Lord Sheffield then moved for copies of 
all memorials and petitions presented to 
the board ‘of trade since 1801, relative to 
suspensions of the navigation act. 

Lord Auckland objected also to this mo- 
tion, as the memorials (there were no pe- 
titions) would form several folio volumes, 
and were of no consequence to the ques- 
tion. Any of the memorialists, who now. 

‘thought it necessary, might petition the 
house against the bill.—The motion was 
negatived. 
HOUSE’ OF COMMONS. 
Friday, April 25. ; 

{[Mrnvtes.] Sir J. Anderson brought 
in a bill to enable the proprietors of -the 
new houses near Temple Bar and Snow 
Hill, to dispose of them by way of lottery, 
which was read a first time.—Mr. Manning 
brought up the report of the committee on 
the London Dock Improvement bill. The 
amendments were agreed to, and the bill 
ordered to bé read a 3d time.—On the mo- 
tion of Mr. W. Keene, it was ordered that 
there be laid before the house, copies of all 
applications to the court of directors, for 
claims on the Nabob of Oude, with the 
amount thereof,’ and the decisions there- 
upon.—Lord H. ‘Petty, in: consequence of 

‘some informality, felt himself obliged to 
postpone, fora few days, the motion of 
which he had given notice, relative to the 
provision for the family of the-late lord 
Nelson, which he would bring forward, 
however, at an early opportunity, 

[Repeat or ADDITIONAL Force BIL1.]} 

‘Mr. Secretary For, when he had, on a 
former day, moved that the order for the 
2d reading of the bill for the repeal of the 

‘additional force act be deferred till Mon- 
‘day, had not in his recollection that on 

. Tuesday a business was’ to come on of as 
great parliamentary importance as any the 
executive government could have to be sanc- 
tioned by the house; he meant the impeach- 

“ment of lord Melville, which: the »house 


an 


the house were to sit in protracted discuss 
sion to a late hour on -Monday-night, it 
was impossible there could be that full.ay 
tendance on Tuesday ‘that the dignity)of 
the house, the importance ‘of the occasion, 
and the respect due to the Speaker required; 
After Tuesday, the firstday of the impeach 
ment, the same full attendance on thatby, 
siness would not be sonecessary. He 
therefore, propose Wednesday or Thursday 
for the 2d reading of the bill. tr sa 
Mr. Canning did not object to the! mo. 
tion ; but he ‘hoped the day now to.be fixed 
for the second reading of. the bill alluded 
to, would be adhered to definitively. With 
out.entering into’ the reasons which wer 
given for deferring the proceeding 
Monday, every one must allow that this 
business was also of the most. important 
nature. Various reports and considerations 
bad gone abroad on the subject, embracing 
the whole military system, which it! wasex. 


| tremely important to settle and set atest 


as saon as possible, be 
Mr. Secretary Fox acknowledged theim 
portance of the bill; but the force’ of the 
grounds for putting it off must be feltby 
every one—the indisposition ‘of ‘his right 
hon. friend who originated the bill in’ the 
first instance; and» the magnitude of the 
business towcome: on on Tuesday ip the 
present. | He-agreed to fix the 2d reading 
for Wednesday. arc 
fIncreasep Pay or THE Navy.) Th 
house having resolved itself into a.com 
}mittee of supply, to.which. were. referred 
the navy .estimates, presented yesterday, 
respecting the allowance of additional pay 
to the officers.and seamen of the navy, 
Lord Howick rose and spoke as follows; 
—I rise, sir, pursuant to notice, to submit 
to the house a proposition, upon whieh! 
am persuaded there can be but one opinig 
in this house. It must be equally the wish 
of every Englishman to contribute tovthe 
adequate. provision and comfort of a clas 
of men who stand so high in universal & 
timation; as the British navy, and who 
have claims so peculiarly strong upon'th 
esteem and gratitude of their countrys tt 
must,’ I say, be. our wish not only top 
mote the comforts, but to secure the nec 
sary rewards to that gallant body... Fee 
ing this, I cannot suffer myself to entertal 
a doubt -of unanimous support, 
though Iamconfident that the principle 
justice of the measure I am about tog 
mit will meet the most cordial) and I+ 





had determined to dttend in a-body.* If 


‘ 


beral concurregce.in all quarters, still, et 
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any’edception ‘should be taken’ as to the 
1 icy’ of ‘proposing’ it at the present 
monient, T think i¢ necessary'to: state’ the 
geasonis whith “have induced me’to-bring it 
under your'consideration, This statement 
Pfeelit ‘Tight Lo thake; inorder that it may 
sot-be ‘stpposed that Ichave acted rashly 
orunadvisedly; of that T/have undertaken, 
withdut' adequate motive or due considera- 
tion) to propose any addition to the pub- 
tit. burthens:: I trust it! will‘appear to every 
thifking tian, ‘that this additiovy although 
vonsiderablé, is cabled’ for by the most pres- 
sitig“elaims? OF justice and’ necessity, and 
diat the \cotintry cheerfully yields to-those 
Gals; froma ‘well deserved attention to the 
3 from ‘whence. they proceed.» An 
addition (t6! the? pay of -a certain: class of 
ddr havy; as longybéén thought necessa- 
ry atid that necessity has been frequently 
‘arged'in vain) Hwas'but a shorttime in the 


fice which F have the honourtohold, when, 


Jfound that measures were taking to lay the 
claims of this class beforeparliament; infor- 
gation reached: me from a variety of chan- 
wéls, that petitions were left at the different 

for'signatures, praying ais increase ‘of 
the pay of naval lieutenants, and that it was 
fntérided tohave such petitions presented to: 
‘parliament. ‘The’ copy of these petitions 
Phave seen;‘and it was, no doubt, couched 


ih terms the most proper, and: respectful 
that could be’ devised; and’ the. object of 
the petitioners struck me-to be unexcep- 
tionably fair. Bat still 1 had objections to 


that*mode of proceeding. I therefore 
4hought it nv-duty to discourage it. I how- 
éver took ‘every’ means in my power to en- 
quire into’ the’ case, well satisfied that if 
théfe were any ground of complaint in any 
‘part of the navy,parliament would seize the 
first ‘opportuhity to remove: it, and the 
‘edtitry would: be forward to: ‘applaud the 
act.’ ‘Phe’ résult of my enquiry has served 
‘to'Convinee my mind, that noti only the 
lassalltidea’to, but every other class in 
‘the'navy; from the superior officers down 
‘to 'the ordinary seamen; labour under dis- 
fadvantages which ought to be immediately 
‘set “aside: > With this conviction I amoof 
“@étitse of ‘opinion; that no measure of ‘re- 
héf can be effectual, that in fact, any con- 

essioniwill lose much of its value, if par- 


“tidbin’ its° application ; and that the only 


‘way 6f doing substantial justice, and giving 
‘Berteral satisfaction, is by raising the rates 
of allowaticé to all the classes of the navy, 


“‘The'complaint of the lieutenants, the house 
“Will réeollect to° be by no means new: 





Some:years since application was.made in 
their favour, and the consequence was, an 
order merely. to. raise the pay of the lower 
lieutenants to a level with that of the 
higher.. So far as the arrangement went, 
it- was, no doubt, advantageous, but to only 
one ‘of he parties, although the complaint 
was from the whole... That the ground of 
sueh a complaint should. be totally remo- 
ved, I am sure the house wilkeonacur with 
me in ;thinking; and also that no ‘com- 
plaint should. be allowed, to exist in, any 
rank of our navy,from the highest to, the 
lowest. Indeed, it can only, be.necessary 
to state this proposition to insure acquies- 
cence, without any argument-whatever.. I 
shall, of :course, exclude from the new ar- 
rangement, those officers who received last 
year any addition to their pay,;,1 mean the 
masters and surgeons., They were’, un- 
doubtedly entitled to the attention ..they 
have experienced, but they have received 
their due proportion upon the scale I now 
propose. To all the other, officers.I shall 
extend the augmentation. . IL. have said 
that d:sball make no,partial selection, and 
in this resolution I. ata justified; by, the. ad- 
vice of the most competent authorities, of 
persons -best qualified. to judge upon the 
subject. It has beep strongly urged to me, 
by every person with whom I have con- 
sulted, that the warrant and.petty officers 
are particularly entitled to a liberal allow- 
ance; and not only the necessity of pre- 
serving a fair proportion, .and the policy 
of guarding against discontent, but justice 
itself pleads in favour of the seamen. In- 
deed, in the opinion of all naval men, it 
would be highly imprudent to. advance the 
pay of the warrant and petty officers, with- 
out ‘granting a proportionate advance to 
the able andordinary seamen. I am aware 
that) an advance was made to the latter in 
1797. . But still it will be admitted that, 
from. the enhancement of all articles of 
the first necessity, and the depreciation of 
money which has taken place within the 
last :mine years, the demand of a further 
advance to these meritorious men cannot 
be-considered unreasonable. To establish 
any increase of wages proportionate to the 
circumstances I have mentioned, it is not 
my intention to attempt. Indeed. such a 
thing would be. scarcely possible. I have 
endeavoured to keep equally in view the 
degrees of rank,and the merits of service ; 
and: hope I have avoided the injustice 
and inconvenience of any partial selection, 
such as prevailed in 1797, when the ‘addi- 
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tion to the seamen’s wages was not such. es 
to afford them much advantage or satisfac- 
tion, and yet it created an undue propor-: 
tivn in theit favour. By any man who re- 
flects but & moment on the sufferings, the 
privations, and the services of our seamen, 
‘it 16 impossible that. a doubt can be enter- 
tained of the propriety of affording them 
every means of consolation in our power. | 
Look but at the difficulties and dangers to. 
which they are exposed every hour; review 
the manner in which they have overcome 
every difficulty and danger that has here- 
tofore assailed them, and mark theglory 
which you have derived from their daunt- 
less exertions. After this review, is there: 
an English heart which would not revolt, 
at a moment’s hesitation to grant the just | 
elaims of an English seaman? .But inde-' 
pendently of any appeal to liberality, the. 
pretensions of the seamen are incontrover- 
tible. When we consider the nature .of 
the service in which they are engaged, 
‘what must be our reflections?) Withdrawn’ 
ftom all the enjoyments of domestic com. 
fort, exposed to all the hazards of war, de- 
prived of ‘the profits and security they had 
on board merchant-ships, from which for 
the most part they have been ~ taken; 
the prospect, in fact, of future advance~ 
ment eut off, and perhaps forfened for 
ever; such has been the state of the greater 
part of your present seamen for years back, 
excepting m some degree, that period of 
disturbed and agitated peace, if that could 
be called peace, in which you were subject 
to all'the embarrassments, and obliged to 
maintain all the expences and apparatus of 
war.’ A large proportion indeed of your 
seamen Has been in actual service for 12 
er 13 yeats, and in actual service of the 
most toilsome, dangerous, unprofitable, and 
unpromoesing description ; compelled for 
the most part, of late years, to encounter 
the inclemency of all seasons, they have 
had to watch the enemy in his ports, with- 
out eventhe hope of meeting and conquer- 
ing him, which would render a British sea- 
meti-indifferent to fatigue. No ; the enemy 
having no means of safety but in eluding 
the vigilance of our seamen, disappoints 


that thiret for conquest and glory which }onary as that of the lieutenantss 1+ 


distinguishes our gullant tars, and which 
réconciles them to danger. Under such an 
acciinulation of disadvantages, Can you, 
I say, refuse them any comfort in your 
power to administer? can you hesitate to 
furnish them with the means of solace on 
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}a year. Inow come to the commissioned 
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so much at large, the motives. which.) 
induced me to bring ferward feria, 
tion, I shall. now proceed to, detail. the. se, 
veral items of the encrease which I have 
ofier for your consideration. It will beob, 
served, that my arrangement , does Rot im 
clude the landsmen ;, because J feel, 

as they enter voluntarily, aware of all the 
circumstances of . the situation in whic 
they engage, they stand on a footing quip 
different from that of the seamen. Now, i 
to the scale of augmentation, I propose) 
allow every ordinaty seaman an additiong) 
pay of 26. per month ; to, every able sea, 
man 4s. per month; to all petty oficen 
who, according to the universal opinion, 
are sowmaterially instramental.in presen, 
ing the discipline, and promoting the: sy, 
cess of our fleets, 58. per month... Atthe 
same time I mean, that a considerable 
dition should take place in the number, 
this very useful body of men. This addy 
tion to include ali those who-ase dengm 
nated on beard, the captains of the fom 
castle, of the mast, of the tops, andof 
iheafterguard, who are the most active seg 
amen on board ; and to eachof thea 1 pm 
pose an increase of 9s. Od. per meath.. fp 
master’s-mates and warrant officers I would 
give an addition of 6s. per month, As 
the warrant officers are retained and 
ceive their pay during peace, as well 
war, the addition to be granted them, ia 
this instance, Is.only to be allowed while 
they are inactwel service. To the master 
and surgeons, I have already stated, 0 
addition is to be made. But there iss 
class of persons in the navy, whose claim 
to attention are as well founded as, th 
general respectability of their character] 
mean the chaplains ; among the. geuenl 
advance, I propose to grant to the chaplaip 
the appointment of schoolmaster, which 
will furm an addition to his revenue of 20, 




















































officers, whose pay has not-experiepetd 
any rise since the days of queen Am 
First, as to dieutenants, who have rece 
ved but 5s. per day since that periud,| 
should add 1s. per day; to the captains eal 
admirals, whose pay has been as,¢l 



















also make an addition, The 
assure the house,although their 
have not been so often heard, have as.mue 
ground to complaiu, and are as much¢ 
tled to attehtion, as any class in his may 
ty’s service. To the pay, of .these ofhee 
therefore, I would add 48, per day. — 





















their midnight watch >—Huving now stated 
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gradation respecting the admirals I would 
thus: to jouuapieaivahe an addition 

of 3a. 6d. per day; to -vice-admirals, 5s. ; 
to admirals,7s.; and to admirals of the 
fleet, 10s.——The te of the estimated 
charges under these several heads will be 
988,366/, or say 300,000/, per annum. But 
as the increase for the present year will 
only commence from the Ist of May next, 
Jhave only now to move for the grant of 
193,168/.—To the principle of this arrange- 
ment 1 have no fear of any opposition, and 
if in the details any thing objectionable 
should occur, I. shall be very willing to at- 
tend to the suggestion of any gentleman 
upon it.The plan of providing for those 
who are able to serve being gone through, 
we naturally turn our attention to those 
who are disabled by age, infirmity, or 
wounds, from any longer serving their 
country. For such persons Greenwich chest 
and Greenwich hospital already furnish 
some provision. As to the hospital, that 
. institution has quite sufficient funds to an- 
swer its object, and any further allowance 
to the seamen who subsist on it would 
be rather liable to abuse; but as to the 
chest, its funds would be insufficient 
for the purpose. Those in view re- 
quire an addition of from 14 to 20,000). 
Out of this sum I would have allowed to 
out-pensioners a certain addition to each, 
to be regulated according to their services 
and their present situation. From 7/. a 
year, it should rise in gradation till it 
teached 1s. per day. For this sum I mean 
no addition to the public burthens. “ I pro- 
poseit to be provided for by a measure which 
will require a bill to be brought in, namely, 
by @ grant of 1s. in the pound from all 
os eoatgrema and, in addition to this, I 
no doubt of his majesty’s consent to 


_ set apart, for the same purpose, all droits 
of the admiralty. His majesty’s uniform 
sojicitude for the comfort and reward of 
the navy, warrants a confidence in his ac- 


qmescence vpon this subject. It will be 
seen that I have altogether omitted any al- 
lusion to the marines, not however from 
aay disposition to. overlook their just 
claims, But this. description of force ha- 

#0 much analogy to the regular army, 
I thought it better to postpone any refe- 
wenee to their case, until the question re~ 
Specting the pay of the army shall be de- 
termined. I have now nothing more to 
add, than to assure the house, that in the 
Preparation of the arrangement I have de- 
tailed, my anxious endeavour has been to 

Vou, VJ. $ 
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reconcile all sides. I flatter myself that 
the outline will not be ungraciously re- 
ceived by any one. If, however, any dif- 
ference of opinion should arise upon the 
detail part, on which I may perhaps have 
deviated from principle, which I trust is 
unexceptionable, I hope that the whole 
may be considered on its own merits. My 
wish is, that no comparisons may be made. 
They must tend to excite the most invi- 
dious feelings, possibly other mischievous 


effects, while they can serve no purpose of 


legitimate argument. The army and navy 
are both the means of our safety, and en- 
titled to our warmest gratitude. The con- 
dition of both is deserving our most dili- 
gent attention. But then they stand upon 
different grounds. “No comparison can 
be fairly instituted between the state and 
pretensions of both. What may be a boon 
for the one, it may be impossible to give to 
the other. JI, therefore, hope the two 
eases may not be confounded, and that in 
discussing this subject, gentlemen will a- 
void any reference to extraneous topics, 
but-decide upon it from a fair%iew of its 
own justice and expediency,~-The motion 
for the grant of 193,168/. with which the 
noble lord concluded, being read by the 
chairman ; in reply to a question from Mr. 
Wilberforce, he stated, that the proposed 
addition to the number of petty officers, 
would amount to about 10 in each ship of 
the line. 

Mr. Francis confessed that the business 
was new to him, and thathis apprehensions 
might appear to have no foundation; but 
he had one general question to ask: he 
wished to know whether, when the pay of 
the officers and seamen was originally fixed, 
the probability of prize money was not ta- 
ken into consideration, and whether on 
that ground the pay was not fixed at so 
much lower rate? whether the pay, as 
connected with the prize money, was not 
considered as sufficient? As to his noble 
friend’s request, that no comparison should 
be institated in this discussion between the 
case of the navy, and that of the army, he 
rather apprehended that if there should be 
any inequality in the proposed addition of 
pay in-the two branches of service, un- 
pleasant comparisons would be made else- 
where, however studiously any allusion to 
the subject might be avoided in that house. 

Lord Garlies said, that having very fre- 
quently and maturely considered this sub- 
ject, he thought great eredit dye to the 
noble lord, who, after being so short a 
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time in office, was already prepared.with 
so. desirable a measure, But though he 
highly. approved. of :the.. principle!of the 
measure, he could not equally. approve .of 
the application propused. to be made of the 
sum.of nearly 300,000/. in the. classes in 
which it was meant.to be distributed... The 
warrant and petty oflicers were known to 
all professional men, to be the.life and soul 
ofthe navy of Great Britaiz, and even 
according to what was now _propused, 
would be inadequately provided for. It 
was of the utmost consequence to. attach. 
that class of men so to the naval situations 
they held, as to take from them all wish 
or inducement to yo into the merchaut 
service; to which, he lamented to say, 
that many of them were at present strongly 
inclined, He had no objection to the gra- 
dation made from admirals to lieutenants, 
but very much wished that greater atten- 
tion had been paid to the pay and situa- 

. tion of the first lieutenants of men of war, 
who had now no more rank or pay in the 

service, than young lieutenants of a day's 

standing, though in action they were every 

moment liable to have the whole command 
of the ship. He thought that, for the 
sake of maintaining a proper distinction, 
they should be allowed a further daily en- 
crease of 5s. pay, which, to the hation, 
would not, make an additional expence of 
more than 5/. a day throughout the whoje 
navy, As to the warrant and petty officers, 
he would again repeat, that they were the 
flower and strength of the navy of Eng- 
land, and amongst other things, had charge 
of the stores of the ships, which. cost the 
nation so many millions. . He thought it 
but reasonable that their pay should be en- 
creased to 5/. a month, which was what 
they could get in the merchaut’s service ; 
and as there were but 3 of them in each 
ship, the rise could not be attended 
with any great expence. In great ships, 
where there was more duty, they cer- 
tainly were inadequately paid, though he 
would not say the same of them from 74 
gun ships downwards,. In his opinion, the 
situation of petty officers should. corres- 
pond with that of quarter-masters, and 
the situation of warrant officers with that 
of serjeants in the army. The petty officers, 
in time of peace, would get 3/.. per month 
in the merchant service, but if govern- 
ment. were to. allow them. the. same, 
they would have no inducement.to enter 
_it; and he thought it would be,much bet- 
ter to doit now,. during war, than, wait 
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he feared a great number of them would, 
quit his majesty’s service, for one‘in which, 
they could. find superior encouragement, 
Were it done now, he thought. it mightprow 
duce the best eflect; for though, perhaps, 
no man would prefer submission to military 
discipline, to: being at his own liberty, yet, 
when accustomed to it, and already: plas 
ced in a Satisfactory situation, he miglt 
feel no inclination to change it. As tothe 
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able-bodied: and ordinary seamen, ‘they 
were certainly deserving of every encour 
ragement that could be given them; but 
meritorious as their services were, he would 
rather see the chest of Greenwich ape 
plied to the encouragement of the warrant 
and petty officers. The house would per 
ceive, that the only difference of opinion 
between him and the noble lord was rege 
pecting the: appropriation of the money, 
He would go farther in his observations, 
and though the practice of impressing for 
the navy was oue, no man could ever 
dream of giving up; yet he would maim 
tain, that it would be much better to get 
as many ten as we could voluntamly, 
than to depend entirely upon that practice, 
He also suggested the expediency, as@ 
further inducement to the service, to grant 
the out-pension of the chest of Greenwich 
to the widows of such men as had been 
slain in service ; and also to all such petly 
and warrant officers as had served 
for a certain number of years, without 
incurring any punishments by Court 
Martial, or by «desertion, which wash 
bane of the service. .He concluded with 
saying, that he should be sorry if thee 
were only the singular opinions of -himsél, 
an -individual unaccustomed to 

speaking, and therefore the more diflident 
in addressing himself to the house; but 
he bad the satisfaction to state, that his 
opinion was fortified by that of the noble 
lord (Melville) who, however . he might 
have lately fallen under the displeasured 
the house, must be admitted on allsidesto 
be a great practical statesman ; and heel 
himself authorised to add, that had that 
noble lord remained till this timejatiht 
head. of the admiralty, the suggestion 
which he now humbly submitted, would 
have: been carried into effect. | Hevhopel 
the house would pardon him the slight? 
gression, if he further stated his perfecteor 
viction, that it was.to theameasures ad 
ed hy that noble lord and excellent sta 
Lman, that we were indebted for alletht 
extent of glory, which the navy of 









































“till a time wf peace, on the arrival of which 
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‘ast year.—The ‘resolution was then| Paisley, would be going about naked and 
to. ' (se Pstarving; and thus by attending to a suppo- 
(Scave ‘Importation  Bitu.) * The | sed claim, or relief froma distant quarter, 
Attorney “General moved: the order of} we'should give existence to much more se- 
the day for the farther consideratiow’of | vere. distress at home. 
the report of ‘the bill for preventing™the | The Attorney General remarked, that as 
importation of slaves into the conquered | these observations went to’copdemt the 
olonies—On the question being put, principle of the bill, and not to introduce 
+ Mw Rose, having several considerations pinto it any modifications, their discussion 
foioffer against this bill, from the effect it [had better be reserved till the third reading 
would haveion the general commercialin.jof the bill. They’ would at ‘least be as 
terests. of the country, and which he'wish- | proper in that stage of the bill as now, and it 
edto Have an opportanity of ‘communi | was desirable, he thought, that they should - 
cating, without, the necessity of making [not have two debates on thé same subject. 
them public, submitted to the learned gent. |} 1f the right hon. gent. had more’ observa-~ 
the propriety of ‘delaving this question two | tions: to’offer, he had ‘better adduce them 
or three days : it could: be productive, he} now once for all, or postpone ‘the whole 
thought, of no: inconvenience to delay it }till the stage he had ‘alluded to. It was a 
till Tuesday. wait » | matter of indifference to him whether the 
Mr. Secretary For did not see why ‘the } principle should be‘noW debated or after- 
consideration of the report should be ‘de-| wards, but he did’not wish to have it 
Jayedon that account. His learned friend | twice debated: % | 
mould, ‘he doubted not, readily agree to} Mr. Rose sai#'he should still think him- 
postpone the third reading ‘until Tuesday, | self at liberty on the 3rd reading to offer 
which would answer the same purpose. what observations might occur to him, and 
~ Mr, Rose said, that if the report-were | would nat tie himself down to be silent in 
now to be considered, hé must call the | that stage’of the business. 
attention of the house to'several important | General Tarleton, as a representative of 
spointsiconnected with this bill, “He con-|the city of Liverpool, had the strongest 
seived’ now that the ports of the North | objections to this bill. The object of it 
were shut against our commerce, this'bill| was to prevent the importation of slaves 
would operate in still further injuring that, |into the otign colonies, by the British. 
andour manufactures. The-value of our| Nothing could be conceived almost, which 
manufactures exported annually to Africa} would tend mote to’ injure the interests 
wasabove two millions. How much of this/| of the navy. We ought to take care of 
grossamount would be affected by this bill,| the interests of our navy, and commerce 
hecould not pretend to say; but certainly | would: take care ‘of itself. ‘The African 
enough toinduce the house to pause, before, | trade had been the great cause of the pros- 
atsuch a crisis as the present, they sacrificed | perity and opulence of Liverpool.’ “The 
its Our East-India trade would be mate-|sailors’ in’ this ‘trade’ were ‘the best that 
tiallyinjured likewise by its operation,aslike~| could be found, and the greatest supplies 
wise our direct trade’to «4e Spanisty Main,||'for ouf navy were obtained from the port 
whicli was highly profitable. + What object|of Livérpool. “Although many were of 
was attained by:the-bill ?:'If the abolition }opinion that the coasting trade was the 
of the slave trade, the plain fact that as ‘we |'chief nursery ‘for our marine, Yet he main- 
receded from the trade the Americans ad- | tained that'sailors were good in proportion 
vanced in it, would be sufficient to shew |\to’ the length of their voyages, and those 
theabsurdity of the idea.’ ‘Those, indeed, ofthe sailors’ ih the African trade were 
who professed to be the friends of humanity, | certainly‘ long” ones,. There had been no 
ought scarcely to:support a. bill which was | considérable actions, ‘such as that of Tra- 
calculated to.divert the African trade into|falgar, and others, in‘which ‘sailors from 
achannel much: more injurious to the'inte-|‘this trade were not to be found in conside- 
restsof humanity, than’ that.in which: it | rable numbers. ‘The consequence of giving 
then was, The last ship from Africa®:to |-up this'trade, in any degree, would be to 
Carolina-buried 152 slaves'on her passage, | throw it into the hands’ of the Americans, 
and:yet her voyage avas considered: suffici- who could carry it on’ ‘cheaper, It would 
ently -profitable. If. the» bill passed, the |4ilso “send our: capital to” America. ~ He 
*onsequence would -be, that the manu-}rwould ask an hon. gent. (Mr. Wilberforce) 
dacturers of Manchester, Stockport, ‘and| whether he meant to bring, in his ‘annual 
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bill? Ever since he had a seat in pariia- 
ment, we. had an. annual, debate on this 
subject, and as the measure could not. be 
carried in its general form, they were now 
coming by a sidewind on the planters.. We 
had heard .a. great dealof eloquence dis- 
played onthe cruelty exercised upon the 
slaves, in the passage; and yet these gen- 
tlemen, were now for turning over the trade 
to the Americans, by whom the slaves 
would be treated with much more cruelty; 
for it appeared that they.had lost 152 men 
on the passage in one, instance, and yet 
made a profitable voyage. One great foun- 
‘dation of our maritime strength wus the 
slave trade, and therefore it oughtnot to be 
restricted, ss ae 
Mr, Alderman Prinsep.was apprehensive 
that it would interfere. with the faith of 
his majesty, pledged to, some of the con- 
quered colonies, that:.they, should be on 
the same footing with the British West In- 
diaislands, as appearedifrom the terms of 
their capitulation; and wished to kuow if 
it would supercede the proclamation of his 
majesty of the 15th of Aug. 1805, which 
admitted the supply of those islands with 
negroes at the rate of a certain per .cent- 
age, according to their present. black po- 
pulation ? ’ 
_.. The Attorney General said, the, bill was 
not intended to supersede the order of his 
‘majesty in council of the 15th of Aug, but 
on the contrary would give it the sanction 
of parliament, though he would not enquire 
_at present whether that was really neces- 
sary, his majesty having occupied: those 
‘colonies in right of conquest. , Care would 
_be taken to make provisions.in the bill for 
allowing the per centage of negroes, pledg- 
ed by his majesty’s declaration. oe 
General Gascoyne was of opinion that if 
‘the general question was likely. to be 
brought forward, as.it had, angually been 
for some time past, it was ouly, losing time 
“to discuss it now,..t would, be. better,..to 
‘discuss the question of an entire.abolition 
at once, ser therefore wished, to know if 
the. hon. member, opposite. (Mry/Wilber- 
‘Yorce) had.it in contemplation. te bring far- 
_ ‘ward_the question, this session? If any 
‘hopes had beep held out.to.the. conquered, 
“colonies. of being treated:in the:same man- 
‘per.as the Britiyb, he thought this: bill 
‘would operate as mea of our «faith. 






“Mr. W. took no notice of the question put 
to him by the hon. general... After,a,few ob- 
servations from sir W. Young, the, bill wag 
ordered: to be read a 3d time on Tuesday. 
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_fPrererry Dury Bitz] The orderef 
the day for going into a committee on the 
Property Duty Bill baving been read, ' 
Lord.. Henry Petty stated, that it hag 
been found necessary to introduce several 
amendments into the bill. It was his inte, 
tion therefore to propose, that. the: il] 
thus emended, should be re-printedjang 
taken into further consideration some 
next week, This appeared to him tobe the 
best mode,of giving the bill that full and 
fair discussion, which he was anxious thy 
it should receive. With regard to the prig. 
ciple of the: bill, as it, had received: the 
sanction of a large majority both inig 
present form, and when it was presented ig 
another shape, he should: abstain: from 
saying any thing upon it, although heway 
aware, that there were some who enten 
tained a strong objection to the principle, 
He would, therefore, confine himself to 
stating shortly, the substance of two or 
three of the principal amendments which 
he intended to propose. 
collected, that as the bill originally stood, 
it imposed a duty of 10 per cent. onall in 
comes from property, exempting only small 
annuitants and persons in trade, whose. 
comes were under a hundred a year; and that 
for these persons a gradual scale of exemp 
tion had been formed from incomesof 50/:t 
incomes of 100/. a year; leaving income 
under 50/. a year totally exempt fromthe 
operation of the act. He had alreaty 
‘stated the mode in which these exemption 
were to be repaid to the persons claiming 
them, When the bill went into the com 
mittee, he trusted it woyld be foutd that 
this mode was very simple. It merelyTe 
quired a certificate to be produced ‘by the 
claimant, which could be to him no incom 
venience, and, what was certainly veryde 
sirable, it tended materially to lessen 
the difficulty which the.commissioners bad 
-hitherto found in executing their ‘duty. 
| Deeply as he felt the necessity of making 
the bill efficient, and reluctant as he was 
to. relax any.of the provisions which wert 
calculated to reuder it so, yet, on mature 
consideration, he found the expediency of 
alleviating the burden in some degree; and 
particularly. on the inferior classesi! Ja 
the first place; his amendments bad! fot 
their. object that class of society; whd 
employed in laborious. or handicraft oceu! 
[pations, were paid weekly wages, ‘whith 
amounted to no more than 50/..a yea. 
When gentlemen recollected how this m 
iney was acquired, when they considered 
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thatvit- was frequently by the sacrifice of] 


’ pealth, and ultimately of life, in dangerous 


and injurious employments, they would 
seadily allow that those persons whom he 
hadmentioned were entitled to some su- 
etior advantages. It was his intention, 
therefore, to propose a clause, by which 
ssons receiving not more than 30s, a 
week, or 5s. on any one day, should be ex- 
altogether from the operation of 
He likewise meant to propose, 
‘thatthe scale of exemptions which now was 
easried from incomes of 50/. to incomes 
of 100/., should be extended to incomes of 
450l.;applying the same principle as in the 
former'case. Having said thus much, he 
should move that the Speaker do leave the 


chair. 

Sir: R. Buxton expressed his intention, 
when: the amendments were printed, and 
the bill should again come under the con- 
sideration of the bonse, to offer some ob- 
servations on it. He thought that the landed 
interest would suffer materially by it as it 
‘now stdod, and he was anxious for some 
qualification of the hardships to which it 

ted thems 
o Mr. W. Smith declared. that he was one 


‘of those who opposed this measure from. 


the very beginning. Although he: could 
uotibut be sensible that the situation uf 


" the country rendered the duty of his hon. 


friends very embarrassing; and although 
he did aot feel disposed to increase this em- 


“barrassment, by opposing this or anyof their 


other bills, yet as he had so frequently on 
former occasions expressed bis disapproba- 
tion of the principle on which the present bill 
wa founded, he could not allow ‘it to be 
supposed by the public, that any change of 
men‘had produced a change in his opinion | 
ofthis measure. When it should again 
be'brought forward, be would deliver his 
tentiments upon it. As to the encrease to 
10 per cent. he confessed that that. was 
with him no material objection to the bill. 
Sir C. Price lamented the operation . of 
this tax, as it would affect a large and me- 
fitorrous class of tradesmen in this metro- 
polis; he meant those whose incomes 
‘were beluw 200/. a year: Notonly the 
a the tax itself would be a very 
énient reduction of their means of 
subsistance, but the exposure of their cir- 
cumstances would be oppressive to their 
feelings, and detrimental to their interests. 
Mr. Wilberforce hoped to have heard 
of more numerous exemptions ; He’ was 
sensible of the absolute necessity 
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of rendering the tax productive, and he 


was unwilling to oppose those who had ac~ 
cepted of offices of high responsibility in 
difficult and dangerous times. 

Mr. Bastard would not have the farm- 
ing interests forgotten: the farmer was a 
tradesman, and was entitled to as much 
indulgence in his rustic engagements, as 
his competitors in the great towns of the 
kingdom. 

Mr. Kansittart trusted, that in the va~ 
riety of objections gentlemen adduced, 
they would not forget two things of essen- 
tial importance ; the produce and the prac- 
tical effect of the tax. As to its operation 
on land, it might be resembled to the old 
land-tax, and perhaps by this familiar view 
of it, gentlemen would be Jess disposed to 
give it their opposition.—The house then 
went into the committee, and the amend- 
ments were read and agreed to. The re- 
port was ordered to be taken into con- 
sideration ov F a } 

{Stirenpiary Curartzs’ Birt.] Mr. 
Perceval moved the order of the day for 
the 2d reading of this bill. 

Sir J, Wrottesley objected to it on the 
ground of its.placing the property of the 
church too much in the powerof the bishops. 
They had the same passions with other 
men, and their conduct had at different 
ftimes, been too much characterised’ by 
ambition and the love of power. The pre~ 
sent bill professed to be designed for the 
relief of Curates; but he had heard that 
several‘of that order had designed to pre- 
sent a petition against it. He contended 
that it would be better to. vote a small sum 
for the purpose’of encreasing the livings of 
Curates, by adding to queen Anne’s bounty, 
than that the present bill should pass. He 
therefore moved that the bill be read this 
day 6 months. bis? 
Mr. Perceval said, that a bill founded 
on the same principle had already twice 
met with the sanction of the house, though 
it had not passed in consequence of certain 
alterations it had undergone in the lords. 
He therefore had not thought it n 
on the. first reading of the bill to enter at 
length into the merits of it. He contended. 
that the provisions of this bill should have 
formed a part of the late bill on the resi-+ 
dence of the Clergy. That bill had exten 
ded great indulgence to rectors, and he 
should be sorry if there did not now ap 
pear the same feeling for curates as there 
had then been displayed for rectors. Was 
it not equitable that when rectors were per- 
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mitted am absetiee from theircharges of 4 
months it the:yéar,-curates'should receive | 
a comfortable isubsistence for regularly’ 
performing therdutyoof a> parish?» He! 
thought) that it»wasijust rectors should be; 
told,’ youma yoreside if you please, -butif) 
you chuseto tnrlulge innan-residence, you! 
must provide:some person qualified to:dis- | 
chatge:the. duty, with a comfortable sub-, 
sistance. It‘had been said, that every thing 
of this:ksnd' should be settled between ‘the 
Teetor and: the»curate,y/and that the com- 
pensationefrom the one tothe other should 
de permitted to finditsdowm level. But he: 
sontendedthat this. mereantile> principle 
was:inapplicable to this sibject: The in-) 
terest.of the public must also be, attended 
«to; and» it was-their interest»that, paro- 
chial duty should- be well perforined.. It 
was certainly essential to the proper per- 
formance ofthat duty,that the curate should 
be enabled: -to.appear with some «respecta-’ 
bility in his parish; and how could:he do 


f 


this,| unless removed: fromithat state :of in- }: 


divence toiwbichso many of them were con- 
demned ? He should: considerat asthe 
greatest /bobthswhich could: be\igranted to 
the country;owere every: parish to enjoy 
a cesident clergyman of wespectability. 
‘With respect.to the discretionary power 
of bishops, the: had no objection to .their 
beiigimperatively:bound by the act to.as- 
Sign the! due» proportion, namely, one-fifth 
of: theiliving, tothe support of the curate, 
in the:ease ‘of ‘non-sresidence. |’ He hoped, 
however,).that if gentlemen. considered the 
importanceof every parishienjoying a re~ 
siding clergyman, they would not object to 
the bill going toia committee, in which it 
might underge many amendments. 

Lord Porchester was; astonished to hear 
the learned gent. calton the house to take. 
time to consider of the merits of the bill, 
asin his! statement in bringing it in, he 
had saidy-that it contamed ;nothing new, 
Thelearnedgent.had expresseda.wish that, 
if possible, every curate should have 2504, 
butyoile: /believed: ‘bev could: withisstruth 
statep:that ithe average of; the>'livings. in 
England didnot amountto:more:than that 
suin Parliament migbt:insist on/the /resi+ 
denté:: of ‘the:clergy, -betiche conceived: it 
had no:more right to dispose: of their: pro+ 
pertysthan: that j.ofiany other: set of men. 
'The-avowed object of :the bill:was to com. 
pel the residence. of; the curates:;»now.it so 
happened,’ that this object was not obtain- 
ed’ Bishops had the.power of»dppointing 
@ curate-when the rector was absent, but 
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thepublic had no security that that wou 
besdone. The noble Jord then adv 
the different. parts of the bill, tomullig 
which be objected; and concluded by ‘gay, 
ing, he would opposeit in the present stage, 
as:he did not think it’ could: be: alte 
a committee. He said that a strong cay 
ought to be made out before» the houg 
could think of transferring property inthe 
manner proposed by this bill. Heobjeg, 
ed:toygiving:a power to a set of meitiwhg, 
had never failed to exercise any powerthy 
was within their grasp. A great respons 
bility would be imposed on the bishopsjang 
the inferior clergy would be reduced toy 
state of servile dependence. Jt wasiage 
rious thing to. degrade and destroy so: 
a portion of the middle classes of the:peo 
ple. As to cofreeting the bill in acom, 
mittee, that was-impossible. Unless 
clause in it was altered, the bill could not 
pass consistently with any principles 
justices rig PM, ae 
Mr. Fellowes supported the bill, becatig 
he was.convinced it would have the effet 
of inducing many of the clergy to reside 
on their livings, and he would appealtp 
every gentleman in the house, wha wasa 
justice of peace, whether the residence'f 
‘a.clergyman did not materially contribute 
to sheigood order and morality of a parish 
The number of parishes in .England: wa 
between 11 and 12,000, im 3,200 of whith 
there were-no resident clergymen. » This 
was an evil which he thought shouldit 
corrected, and be hoped the bill wouldte 
allowed to go into a committee... «4 
Lord: Porchester, in explanation, said 
that thenumber of parishes amounted 
11,600. Of these there were 1,360in whith 
the clergymen could not reside for.wantal 
parsonage houses. The clergy of 80p¥ 
rishes gave notice that they would resides 
there were dltogether but 2,423. parish 
non-resident, ae. 
Mri: Barham objected to the bilkw 
likely to-have an effect, the very reversed & 
whatit proposed, Jt would diminish 
ligious instruction, because it went tode 
minish the:nuimber of teachers. —_ 
the strongest objection ‘to - encreasey@ | 
power, of| the bishops.,  Itj;was 1m 
nature-of | things, that. in. proportion® 
clergymen possessed, power,) in that) 
portion would they exercise. it tyranpicalp 
Let.curates be provided for any. others 
éxeept. hy: the injustice, ,.whichythisypi) 
went.to establishy:: 5 eon meme 
Mr. Wilberforce. was. surprised: 
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that'this bill was to experience any oppo~ 
sition,as it was one which went to provide 
aisuitable maintenance for a man who per- 
formed the duties of religion out of the 
of him who did no daty for them. 
hete:were certain evils in society which 
were so long endured that they became, in 
gomé manner, a part of our nature, and 
when any-attempts were made to remove 
them, we were apt’ to say, that the same 
would’ be fruitless. Such was now the 
cuse with"regard to the clergy. ‘The evil 
ofnen doing all the duty of parishes, and 
not having allowances: sufficient to exist 
ony was an evil, the removal of which 
could: not it seems be endured. What 
would be said if a captain of a man of war 
should receive all the salary and emolu- 
ments belonging to his ship, and,’ living 
upon ‘shore,-sbould appoint a deputy to 
form.the' duties of the ship, at a very 
low salary ? Could such a practice be en- 
dured inthe present situation of tliis coun- 
try? Yet such was the case with the non- 
resident clergy, and shewed the effect of 
custom, dnd of a habit which should be 
remedied. Forthe further elucidation of this 
subject, the hon. gent. adverted to a letter 
he had that day received, upon other busi- 
ness ; butin which the case of @ poor curate 
was telated, who, from indigence, was obli- 
ged toemploy himself in weaving cotton. It 
was truly lamentable that men, bred to such 
aprofession, should, by such occupations, 
be under the necessity of degrading the 
character of a:clergyman; and while ec- 
clesiastical livings were private property, 
_ great» and important duties attached 
to them, the clergy certainly.should ren- 
der'themselves to be respected by their 
parishoners; we must not, therefore, call 
it'awiolation of that private property, 
when 'we ‘endeavour to secure a resident, 
to do the'duty of his parish with reve- 
rence, with.decency, and with respect! 


Mbility:to: himself, and.to the satisfaction 
f ‘ofbis parishioners. It appeared, that while 


gentlemen on the other side talked of the 

ships this measure would put upon rec- 
tors and vicars, they forgot the case of 
the poor balf-starved curate with his large 
family: For these reasons, therefore, aud 


feeling the great importance of the mea- 


‘sure/and the benefits which must arise from 
‘Utvtorthe»public at large, he gave the bill 
‘his‘most hearty concurrence. 

“ Mr, Secretary For first objected to the 
bilhon‘account.of the enormous power it 


Wenbto give the bishops. - He also object- 
, 3 . 
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ed to the principle of it, which no altera- 
tions in a committee could cure. The 
principle was bad, because it had not the 
public interest in view. It went to make 
the stipend of a curate not commensurate 
with his public duty, but with the property 
of his employer. No regard was paid to 
the duty or the performance of it, but 
merely to the property of ‘his employer. 
Every man wished that clergymen should 
reside on their livings; buf as long as plu- 
ralities existed, that could never be done. 
The question then’ would be, what ought 
the substitute to receive? No such thing 
was provided for here; but a fine was to 
be inflicted on the man who did not reside 
in his parish. It was.\a monstrous prin- 
ciple to enquire into. all the particulars of 
a man’s property, (he did not mean to say 
but that, in some particular-cases, such as 
taxes, it might “be necessary), and settle 
what a man was to pay out of that pro- 
perty to the person whom he employed. 
The evil complained of could not be re- 
moved without attacking pluralities. He sin- 
cerely wished all the curates had 2504. per 
annum, but that the public was not now 
able to give them. He equally wished the 
abolition of pluralities, and if any gentle- 
man who was more competent than him- 
self would consider it, hethought it a most 
laudable, spirited, and practicable un- 
dertaking. In the parish of Chertsey, 
where. he resided, the amount of the 
rector’s income was no more thar 100/. a 
year. According to the provisions of this 
bill, the curate was to have but 20/.a year ; 
and ina parish next ity where'the duty was 
not half so great, the income might be 
five times as much. ‘This measure, then, 
being vicious in its principle, he would op- 
pose it in'the present stuge. 

Lord Castlereagh said he should wish to 
spare the house the trouble of hearing ar- 
guments which mightbe applied with more 
propriety to the bill when in a committee; 
he did not however agree with the argu- 
ment urged by the right hon. gent. against 
the bill, who had urged it ou the idea that 
the bill could not apply in all cases ; it was, 
in his opinion, right to apply the bill to all 
cases in which it could be applied, and it 
was’no objection to the bill that.it»could 
not be carried into effect in every instance, - 
It appeared to him, that’ all the reasons 
which had ‘been alleged against: the: bill 
were chiefly of a nature which did not go 
to the priuciple of it, but against the print 





ciple of any bil! which had for-its .object 
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the regulation of this subject. . This billjseen, in his time, much mischief result By 
did not give to the bishop so much power | from that practice; and he particularly aj, 
as the former bill, which was now the law, | luded to the case of the last impeachment, 
for by that. bill the bishop bad the power] He therefore approved of what was nay | 
ef giving the whole of the rectory to the] proposed; it would prohibit a practice 
curate up to the extent of 75/,a year;| which might afford grounds for a personty 
whereas by this bill, no more could be given | be deemed guilty, when, in point of fact, § 
in any case than the one-fifth of the pro-|after hearing the whole of the case; their 
duce of the rectory. lordships’ judgment might be such asp — ; 
Mr, Alezander was against the bill as aj establish the innocence of the party, ‘ 
partial measure ; whereas, if any thing was} Lord Hawkesbury expressed his acq t 
done at all in this matter, the whole of it} cence in the principle jaid down by ie 
should be taken up on a broad and general | noble and learned friend ; but as he eon, 
principle.  Pluralities and all other abuses} ceived the effect of the motion would By 
should be considered, if the subject was to} to prohibit the publication of the trialak 5 
come under legislative consideration.—-The | together, he thought some words should B ¢ 
house then divided, when there appeared: | be introduced therein, to limit the order te 
For the second reading, 13; Against it, 25.| to a prohibition during the continuanceaf Bg 
ey against the bill 12. It wes con-} the trial. » 
sequently lost. ‘| The Lord Chancellor explained, thatit a 
Sess might be owing to his mistake in =a th 
HOUSE OF LORDS. the motion, that the noble lords were of 
Monday, April 28. into such a supposition. There wor 4 
{Impzacument or Lonp Me vixtz.]|words in the motion to meet the ida Bl 4 
Lord Auckland moved, that this house do} adverted to, and he thought it absolutely By, 
* strictly prohibit and forbid any-publication | necessary to the honour and justice ofthe 
whatever of the Trial of lord Melville, du-| house, that such a notice should be given Bj 
ring the continuance of the same ; and that} The Duke of Norfolk said a few furthn B44 
notices of ‘such order be posted up on the| words on the occasion, and adverted WR 44 
doors of this house, and on the doors of|the impracticability of preventing tal 7; 
Westminster Hall. which should transpire on the trial from jy, 
The Duke of Norfolk asked if there was| going forth.—The question was then puh @ ji 
any precedent for such a motion? and the motion agreed to by their lon 5i, 
Lord Auckland replied in the negative ;| ships, and ordered accorditigly.—There & iy 
but argued that such a regulation was cal-| port of the committee appointed to regr Bj; 
led for by reason and justice. He aclvert-| late the ceremonial of the trial was thai ja) 
ed to-the instances of speeches, or proceed-| taken into farther consideration. Tei 4, 
ings, for 2 or 3.days successively, namely,{duke of Norfolk, lords Spencer a qy 
on one side of the question, and in sup-| Hawkesbury, were the principal speaken ¢;; 
port of the charges, without the other party | In respect to the delivery of tickets tole i, 
having an opportunity of urging a tittle in| different peers of parliament for admission of 
his defence against such allegations. He|at Westminster-hall, it was finally aged {ij 
would put it to their lordships, and appeal} that the regulation adopted in formercme my ii4; 
to the whole house, whether it were fit|}of impeachment should be adhered Woe (45, 
that partial publications of the proceedings | On the motion of lord Eldon, that padi 44, 
should go abroad in that manner ?——The | the report which regulated the i] ns 
‘motion being read from the woolsack, giving judgment, was postponed for comm gy; 
Lord Eldon, according to his conception | deration till a future day. 7B tho 
of the motion, as he heard it read, thought —_— “BR con 
such an order would go to the prohibition _ MOUSE OF COMMONS, =o nut 
of the trial being published altogether, Monday, April 28. it, 
even after its conclusion; which, he seemed| [Impeachment or Lory MELviAQu®y aid 
to think, could not be what was intended. | The Speaker stated, that to-morrow, DOME aver 
He, however, highly approved of the prin-| appointed for the trial by impeachment@ly ay), 
ciple upon which the prohibition proceed-| lord viscount Melville, be purposed beige 
ed, and-he lamented the partial publica-| the house precisely at ten o'clock; and, Hi j 
tion of trials, as frequently practised with | attendance of the members allowed MIBMED Wie 
respect to the courts below. He was sorry | take the chair at a quarter past ten, he sha ali 
to say, that he was old enough to have| then give orders to the proper ofMeGOMl woii 












Gear'the passages, and to summon the 
menibers: At half past ten, the managers 
of the’ impeachment would go forth and 
fake"their places at the bar. ‘The mem- 
pers would then be called over by counties, 
: roceéd accordingly. 
yo hee Pay er itt Navy.] Mr. 
Vansittart brought up the report of the 
eotimittee’ of supply, for granting addi- 
tional pay to the navy. On the question 
being put; that the resolution be read a 
2d time, ° 
ford Garlies rose, not to oppose the re- 
solution, but, as the noble lord who had 
brouglit this question before the house had 
expressed his readiness to listeh with at- 
téntion to whatever should be ‘said on the 
Subject, "td propose some considerations by 
way of amendment to this measure. He 
proved of the intention on the part of 
theioblé'ford to dméliorate the situation 
of'thiose employed in’ the naval setvice ; 
did felt “highly cratified by the attébtion 
the noble’ lord had ‘given ‘to'thé subject ; 
- But he’ Was disposed to po somewhat far- 
theraind thought, that two amendments 
héhad tb propose’ would render still more 
coiipleté ‘the systéti of encouragement and 
amelioration proposed ‘by the noble Jord. 
The"first’‘dmendment he would propose, 
Was’ tliat the first lieutenatits of the line of 
battle Ships; in’ order {o'rénder them supe- 
rior to'likutenants of inferior rates, and of 
their juhiors ih‘ point of service, be allowed 
14. per duyabiove the ordinary pay of 
heutenilits: © He proposed, tliat those ha- 
ring 6° Years seiiiérity should be admittéd 
to this distinction. ‘The additional expence 
Wouldnot be above’s or O/.a day, which 
} Was a trifling cohsidération in comparison 
of thé’ advantages that, in his opinion, 
Wotld be Uetived from it. “Phe next amend~ 
mieit he had to propdse respected the petty 
officers. At preset they were eight or 
ten in number on board each ship. The 
HOHE Wrd had ‘Stated his intention to in- 
crease their number. “This however, -he 
thotight, would introduce considérable in- 
conveniénce. Instead of augmenting the 
muthber bf the présent Clasé of petty officers, 
it Would ‘be better to ititraduce 4 new class, 
and'to take that destription. of men, $0 
Wefel Of boutd ‘a ship, and known by the 
elldtion of quarter-gunners, rank with 
; 8 hee ivihg them 15. per day 
idition to their present pay. There 
was Ole generally to every four guns: the 
Witlonal expensé, even in a first rate, 
dhe vefy inicdnsiderablé. ‘There was 
Vou, VI, 
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another description of seamen also, to 
whom a sufficient encouragement was not 
held out in money; he would therefore re- 
commend that the Greenwich out-pension, 
in case of their deaths, be held out to their 
widows, orphans, or mothers. This would 
be an inducement to them to remain in the 
servicé, and would make up, in some mea- 
sure, for their small pay. ‘In the observa- 
tions he had made, his lordship did not 
wish ty be understood as indicating .atiy 
inclination to oppose ministers; on the 
contrary he had communicated to tlie first 
lord of the admiralty all the observations 
he had now stated, as well as those on a 
former night, previously to the estimates 
being laid befote the house, This defe- 
rence, he thought, was becoming in a pro- 
fessional man, and due on all occasidhs to 
a first lord of the admiralty. As a proof 
that he was not disposed to urge any ques- 
tion in opposition to ministers, or enter= 
tained any wish to embarrass thein, he had, 
on 4 former occasion, declined urging the 
thanks of the house to sir David Baird and 
sir H. Popham, when he found the propo- 
sition contrary to the inclination of minis- 
ters, though he thought those. nieritorious 
officers had deserved very highly of their 
country. The noble lord then was proceed- 
ing to redd his amendments.in form, when 

The Speaker reminded the noble lord, 
that, the subject before the house was a 
resolution, granting his. majesty a certain 
sum. This grant might either be appro- 
ved of, Or the resolution might be thrown 
out, but it could admit of no restriction. 
If the sum was granted, it must:remain at 
the disposal of the crown. 

Lord Howick was of opinion, that the 
only mode of proceeding proper for the 
noble lord, if he persisted in the amend. 
ments he hud advérted to, would be to pros 
pose new estimates, agreeably tu_ the al. 
terations he wished to introduce. He spoke 
in high terms of the candour_ of the noble 
lord, and could not suspect him of a wish 
to oppose ministers, except where he 
should feel it his duty to do so. He had ta 
return thanks to the noble lord fur the sug- 
gestions with which he had furnished bicn, 
and had given them all consideration be- 
fore he had laid the subject before the 
house. In the propositions he had laid bes 
fore the house, however, he had not acted 
without communications from ,the, first 
naval authorities, from which description 
hé certainly, did not exclude the noble 
lord, though he had thought it eligible to 
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omit the suggestions he had then made, 
and which he had now submitted to the 
house in the form of amendments. He 
then adverted in a few words to the pro- 
positions offered by the noble lord, though 
the forms of the house did not at present 
admit them as the subjects of this discus- 
sion. He denied that lieutenants of first 
rates had at present no advantage over 
lieutenants of inferior rates, as they had 
the chance of being appointed masters 
and commanders, an advantage that was 
not open to other lieutenauts. ‘To make a 
distinction of seniority and rank might be 
attended with inconvenience, as those who 
were first lieutenants to day, miyht be se- 
cond or third next day, from any new 
arrangement in the appointment of the 
‘captains or the ships themselves. Such a 
measure would create a considerable difli- 
culty in making such arrangements, which 
were sometimes highly necessary. He did 
not know, besides, that there was any 
greater degree of responsibility in the lieu- 
tenant of a first rate, than was attached to 
the lieutenant of any other rate, and in 
some instances he believed not so much; 
and as a proof of the superior advantages 
they enjoyed, he stated that the first lieu- 
tenants engaged in all the late victories 
had in general been created masters or 
commanders. He did not approve of ad- 
ding to the number of petty officers; 
and apprehended the noble lord must have 
been mistaken, if he conceived it was his 
intention to add to them to any consider- 
able extent. If he had intended so to in- 
crease the number of this class of officers, 
the estimate he had laid before the house 
would have been quite inadequate. He 
did not mean more than 15, taking in cap- 
tains of the top, &c. to a first rate, and so 
downward in proportion; the whole at an 
average of ten to a ship.—The resolution 
was then read a 2d time, and the report 
agreed to. 

[Property Duty Bitt.] Mr. Ker,see- 
ing a noble lord in his place, wished to refer 
to him for information respecting the pro- 
perty tax. He was aware that formerly 
foreigners had not contributed to this tax. 
As there were many however of that de- 
scription who had an interest in the funds 
of this country, and as that tax was made 
to fall so heavy onthe subjects of this 
country, he wished to know if the noble 
lord had it in design to make any exemp- 
tions in their favour, or to include them 
under the general tax? That the house 

3 





might have a proper understanding on this 
subject, and know the amount and Value 
of those exemptions by, comparing them 
with those under the former tax ; he would 
move fora document which he thoy 
highly unecessary for the information of the 
house: The hon. member then moved, 
** that there be laid -before the house, an 
account of the amount of all eXemptions 
in favour of foreigners, in respect. of the 
duty on stock in any of the funds of G 
Britain, or on dividends in the East-Iudig 
or South-Sea companies.” 

Lord H. Petty did not oppose the. pro. 
duction of the paper, but thought it 
would be unfair to lay a tax on those who 
were not represented in that house, and 
that it would be equally contrary to. the 
rules of sound policy. 

Mr. Rose thought the hon. member's 
motion ought to have been for an. account 
of the stock held by foreigners in the dif 
ferent funds ofthis country, as in that 
case the amount of the exemptions would 
be easily calculated. He would object to 
any measure leading to subject foreigners 
to the operation of the property tax ; not 
however, on their account, but on our own, 
as it must be obvious that the consequence 
of such a measure would be_ their with 
drawing their property to. the, funds of 
other countries in Europe, a circumstance 
that was not at all desirable for this country. 

Mr. Francis could see no danger of that 
sort, nor did he know any other country 
in which. they could lodge their money with 
equal security. He thought, that upop 
every principle of justice, the property of 
foreigners ought. to contribute to the ex 
pence of its protection. Besides, thisdis 
tinction would impose an additional diff. 
culty in the collection of the tax, asit 
would not be easy to ascertain what pat 
really belonged to foreigners. 

Mr. Huskisson said, that foreigners might 
Withdraw their money and place iteither 
in the Irish bank or in the Americai 
funds,—The motion was then agreed to. 

{Arrairs oF Inpia.] Mr. Paull rot 
and said :—Sir, as several gentlemen were 
not present, when,] had the honour to pre 
sent the First Charge, upon which her 
after I mean to move for the Impeachment 
of the marquis of Wellesley ; and as many 
gentlemen are even ignorant of the 
gations contained in that charge, before! 
apply evidence to the fact, and state the 
grounds upon which | am entitled to the 
printing of the charge, such gentlemét 





Ss 


“HS seseexu as @=& = 


993] PARL. DEBATES, Arrit 28, 1806.—First Charge against Marg. Wellesley. [934 


maybe of opinion that the charge had 
etter be read ; however, this to me isa 
matter ‘of perfect indifference; having 
made the charge, I am capable of arguing 
upon it, and applying the facts ; and as the 
wish of the house seems rather against the 
reading, I’ shall proceed to state the 
reasons why the charge ought now to be 

inted.—I certainly, sir, could wish to 
blot from my recollection, if possible, the 
disgraceful scene that occurred, when I 
resented this charge to the house of com- 
mons; but that scene, if it were possible for 
me to forget it, will not be forgotten or 


forgiven by the dispassionate and thinking. 


part of the peopleof England; or the injary, 
sir, that One of the representatives sustained, 
whilst in the act of bringing forward their 
cause, certainly no cause of my own; 
whilst endeavouring to bring to condign 
punishment, a delinquent most powerfully 
protected, and whose profusion, whose 
extravagance, whose corruption, prodi- 
gality and waste, have grievously added, 
and will still add greatly to the burthens 
of the people of this country; but, sir, 
that nobleman cannot now escape, and had 
he taken sanctuary in the bosom, instead 
of the house of the premier of England, 
even that, sir, could not now secure him 
from the hand of justice.—-It as been 
said, ‘sir, I do not know for what pur- 
pose, or for what end, that I came into this 
house purposely to accuse the marquis of 
Wellesley ; Ido not think it necessary either 
toadmit or deny the fact; but, if such was 
my motive, I can only say, that it was 
rather ‘more disinterested than generally 
happens in these days of corruption; but, 
considering the quarter from which the 
remark proceeded (from Mr. Wellesley Pole) 
and the tone, temper, and gesticulation 
(however unparliamentary in which it was 
conveyed), I appreciate the observations 
a8 Fought; but if such a motive could be 
questionable, 1 appeal to the house and to 
the public to decide between my motives 
and conduct, compared with that of therela- 
tives of the marquis of Wellesley.—I wish at 
present to throw no ‘reflection on the cha- 
racter of the hon. the Knight of the Bath 
(sir Arthur Wellesley); on his courage, 
hone can be thrown; but I think he has 
hot consulted what was due to his fair 
fame, 10 his prudence, or to the situation 
in which he himself stands, in becoming, in 
this stage of the discussion, in which he 
had so large a share, the defender, sir, of 
measures declared worthy of Impeachment 





in this house ; and to say the least, in which 
the hon. but indiscreet Knight of the Bath, 
was an accessary to many of the facts and 
proceedings stated as most culpable, most 
reprehensible, and deserving of the most 
severe punishment. Has the Marhatta 
War ever yet been justified? Has the 
marquis of Wellesley been exonerated 
from the breach of the laws of his country ? 
Has any man, feeling strongly for his repu- 
tation, desired an hon. gent. (Mr. Francis) 
to retract his assertions ; not, sir, confined 
to speeches in parliameut, but printed and 
circulated out of doors, with the name of 
the author? No, sir; no friend of lord 
Wellesley’s has dared to question the facts 
I allude to, or to desire the hon. gent, 
and 29 directors, to substantiate such facts, 
or to retract declarations so solemnly 
urged.—The conduct of the marquis Wel- 
lesley’s friends is particularly deserving of 
notice, Whilst facts are asserted and the 
proofs are called for, but not actually pro- 
duced, they pretend to court enquiry, and 
are clamorous for investigation ; but when 
transactions are described as unjust and 
iniquitous; when acts are asserted as 
having originated in fraud, and ended in 
murder; when the papers are produced to 
substantiate the facts; to what shilts are the 
friends of the marquis of Wellesley driven ? 
They are indignaut at accusation; but sit 
quietly under the proofs adduced on the 
motious of the treasurer of the navy ; 


have they presumed to question the alle- 


gations of Mr. Sheridan? No; but whilst 
one part of the administration are holding 
up the marquis as a profound statesman, 
and the treasurer of the navy depicting him 
as a great state delinquent, the relatives 
and friends of lord Wellesley are calling 
upon me to be brief in my accusation ; 
whilst the crimes committed in the Car- 
natic, and the charges of Mr. Francis 
and Mr. Sheridan are allowed to pass un- 
noticed, unrefuted, unattempted to be con- 
tradicted.—But, to retutn to the Knight of 
the Bath : does he not know, that marquis 
Wellesley is accused by his employers, the 
East-India Company, of conveying powers 
to the hon. general, of a despotic and re- 
prehensible nature, and as improper, and 
contrary to law? And, acting under such 
orders, is the hon. general not aware that 
his doing so was illegal! The ignorance 
of the laws of his country is but a poor 
vindication of the deeds done in a civil 
capacity in India; deeds declare «to be 
illegal, unjustifiable, and “#eprehensible, 
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nay, impeachable. The relatives of lord 
Wellesley will not, of course, listen much 
to what I recommend; but England expects 
decency trom them at least, and that, until: 
lord Wellesley is declared unimpeachable, 
by a vote of this house, the person at least 
who isso much implicated in certain of his 
proceedings, will not in future, by an ill- 
timed declaration of innocence, or by 
threats as contemptible as they are ridi- 
culous, attempt to slander, sir, the person 
to whom he cannot impute any motives 
but those of a public nature, appearing as 
the public accuser of a man covered with 
crimes, and whom, if possible, | am deter- 
mined ta. prosecute to conviction.—It is 
painful to revert to what passed upon a 
former occasion, but the words made:use 
of by the right hon. secretary of state (Mr. 
Fox) cannot, pass without observation ; 
I can tell the right hon. secretary, that his 
woras have only excited, in my breast, sep- 
timents of sorrow upon his account; and 
having no wish to irritate, where it would 
be policy to conciliate, F beg leave to tell 
him that his threat of ‘* peril” was as. in- 
judicious, as it was unexpected. But, sir, 
were I to throw down the brief of the 
people of England, the house must pro- 
ceed on the charge, and the proof I have 
brought before them ; and it will be from 


no fear of the threat of the foreign secre- 
tary, if I give him and the house the repose 
he so much desires and implores.-—lt has 
been stated by some gentlemen, but by 
none so particularly and so poivtedly, as 
by the right hon, the rescinder of the tor- 
mer vote of this house (Mr. Sheridan) for 
printing of the charge. against lord Wel- 
Cai, that I. had adopted a proceeding 
povel, unprecedented, extraordinary, and, 
Now, sir, ] 
appeal to you and to the. house, and re- 
quest attention, to the mode of proceeding, 
It was, I maintain, neither novel, or un- 

recedented; extraordinary or improper. 
it was constitutional, it was fair, it was 
consistent with former usages; it was the 
only course of proceeding that I was warrant- 
ed jn adopting, under the circumstances 
of. the case; and bad gentlemen been as 
ready tq set me right as to take advantage 
of a trifling error of mine, (not being per- 
fectly, acquainted with the tactics of this 
house,) 1 should: have been saved much 
trouble, and. the. house would. have been 
spared the scene it witnessed last Tuesday. 
But Ihave escaped un urt; and perhaps 
others may, hereafier (the accused noble- 
wah | am certain wil!) have occasion to 


I believe, Le said, improper. 


%: 
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lament the proceedings upon. that oceasion, 
——The shout of the noble lord. under me 
(lord Temple) on that evening, in cordial 
cry with the right hon, the member of the 
beard of controul (Mr, Hiley Addington), 
in consequence of a pause that will be Jo 
remembered, will, if I mistake not the cha. 
racter of the English nation, be turned, 
tbhoubg they. may not confess it, to the grief 
and bitterest sorrow, of both; at least, the 
will be taught not,to shout, until theene 
have fled, until the battle is, decided 
As to precedents, they are completely and 


Denby, lord Coningsby, lord Arlington, the 
charges were laid upon the table, at the first 
proceeding in each of those cuses, and 
papers moved for afterwards to support 
the facts. What, I ask, was there different i 
my mode of proceeding? But exclusiveuof 
precedents, I maintain that public ramour 
alone, is sufficient to entitle a member of 
this house to bring forward a charge of im, 
peachment., Such is decidedly. the, opi, 
nion of Mr. Hatsell, and every. other con 
stitutional writer. upon the subject. But] 
do not ask the house to take assertion a 
proof, I shallread Mr, Latsell’s. opiniog 
upon this, subject, which Is in the 404 
page,—(here’ Mr, Paull read thevextract 
from Hatseil, which was decidedly in sup 
port of bis assertion). But, said he, the ease 
of sir Elijah Impey is infinitely. stronger, 
aud precisely in point, After a speech ol 
some, length, the present. lerd . Minto, 
without any previous proof, laid his charg 
upon the table against sir Elijah,.and whieh 
was ordered to be, printed for the use of the 
members. So much for precedent:,and 
having, put myself right in the opinion 
the house upon, this. point, it is, reallya 
matter of indifference to me,, personally, 
whether the charge is printed at, preseal 
or not. I shall now, however, adduce the 
proof on which I waintain, according tothe 
right hon, secretary, the. right hon, resciih 
der, and of every friend of lord Wellesley, 
that I am entitled to demand the printiy 
of this paper as.a matter of right, whethe 
I have that right or not.—No person de 
nied, that if any proof was. before; th 
house, (without any proof, except that coh 
tained in the charge, and the notoriety 
the facts, I say I was entitled, to the 
object I bave in view this evening) 
was. entitled. to the printing of iM 
charge; but I have no doubt, J 

have another instance to, add to Mit 
many. proofs, of the consistency, and. fait 
ness of the defenders of lord Wellesley 








decidedly in my favour: in the case of lord , 
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[have no doubt that they will say, that the 
papers, on which I. ground my claim to the 

rinting of the charge, have been produced 
incidentally. To such persons I mean to 
give no reply; but to the honest and inde- 

endent members of the house, I shall 
briefly anticipate such an assertion, which, 
by the bye, would be very unfair to make ; 
for even had the papers appeared inciden- 
tally, which however they did not, I should 


‘ aye. conceived myself entitled in perfect 


fairness to make use of such proofs, and if 
[felt inclined, to ground anew and spe- 
cific criminal charge upon them. I ask 
the house to recollect, in what manner the 
proof was obtained which induced the 
house to adduce the additional article of 
Impeachment against lord Melville ? They 
were obtained perfectly accidentally by the 
managers, and in a manner somewhat ob- 
jectionable. The documents, however, 
contained in No. 8, of the India papers, 
have been produced upon my own motion, 
an for the express purpose of criminating 
the late governor-geueral. In the article 
of charge I have inserted various breaches 
of the law, the total and entire iaiiure upon 
the part of, the East-India Co., of the en- 
gagements made to the public when they. 
obtamed their charter. I haye stated 
narious disubedience of orders along with 
these violations of the law, complete proofs 
of all such allegations are contained in 
the papers now upon the table. I confess 
jt was my intention, on these papers, to 
have made a motion for a select com- 
Mittee ; but iv an interview. that I had with 
the right hon. the secretary of state, he 
stated various reasons to me against such a 
proceeding ; the strongest however, was, 
that. he would oppuse it, [ had therefore 
no alternative, but dropping the cause of 
the public and of justice, or pursuing the 
course | have adopted, I shall not trouble 
the house with a detail of all the papers 
contained in No, 8 ; they however. contain 
complete prvof of eight of. the allegations, 
and exhibit a scene of the grossest. misre- 


presentations, and disregard of every prin-- 


ciple of truth and honour; they. exhibit 
another instance of what talent was redu- 
ced to, after iniquity, oppression, and in- 
Justice had become familiar to the humour 
of the. marquis of Wellesley.—Mr. Paull 
went very much at large into the financial 
and political, situation, of India, When 


* lord, Wellesley took charge of the govern- 


‘Meut in 1798, the debt he then stated to 
have been little more than 11,000,000/., 


—the commerce flourishing; and that the 
last act of lord Teignmouth’s administra~ 
tion, added 2 permanent resource, by. the 
treaty of Oude, to the company of 300,0001. a 
year ; that the whole interest of the debt was 
little more than 500,000/.; that every thing ’ 
was peace; that the princes were attached 
to our government ; and no native of Hin- 
dostan had cause to complain of injustice; 
that no bullion had been sent to Bengal 
during the whole of sir John Shore’s. go- 
vernment; that during the government 
of lord Wellesley, he obtained supplies 
from England in specie to the amount. of 
nearly 4,000,000/; that during the same 
period he drew upon England for 3,800,0004. 
that he unlawfully seized large sums of the 
money destined for China, in direct oppo~ 
sition to the orders of the court of direc- 
tors; that by talse representations he ob- 
tained from the saper-cargoes at Canton, 
several large sums destined for commere 
cial purposes; that the sums so obtained, 
at an enormous. expence to the company, 
instead of applying them for the purposes - 
to which he represented he was to appro= 
priate them, Mr. Paull said they bad beea 
expended on the college, the body guard, 
the government bouse, for the shew and 
splendour, and for theactual expences of the 
governor-general himself. One paragraph 
from the papers he begged leave to read to 
the house, which would shew what credit was 
due to the assertions of thelate governor- 
general, who, in the close of the year 1799, 
represented the finances as most flourishing, 
public credit higher than ever it was known 
in India before, and that in fact he would 
require no farther aid from England. The 
letter, Mr. Paull said, was dated Feb. 11, 
1800, addressed, to the super-cargoes at 
China; the paragraph wasin these words: 
** Unless early relief be afforded to the 
finances of India by a large supply of bul 
lion, the public credit will suffer; the in- 
vestment in India for the present year 
must-be reduced to a low scale, and | en- 
tertain the most serious apprehensions that 
[ may not be able to provide the necessary 
means of exertion against the common 
enemy.” In consequence of this represen- 
tation he obtained from the super-cargoes 
125,000/. at-an expence to the company 
of upwards of 12,000/. and which, instead 
of retaining. for the defence of India, he 
squandered in the shameful manner stated 
in the charge. Mr. Paull concluded a 
long speech bya picture of India when lord 
Wellesley was superseded by lord Corn 
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wallis. Notwithstanding, said he, the 
‘bills thus drawn, the specie remitted, and 
the supplies obtained from China, in con- 
‘sequence of false and fraudulent repre- 
sentations, and in violation of law, the 
debt exceeded 31,000,000/.; 5,000,000/. 
more were to be provided fer the next 
“year ; loans were open all over India; the 
treasury empty ; and, in consequence of the 
profuse, extravagant, reprehensible, and il- 
‘Jegal expenditure of the public money, lord 
Cornwallis was forced once more to seize 
upon the treasures destined for China.— 
So much for the finances. And as to the 
political situation of India, we were at war 
with Holkar; not certainly at peace with 
Scindia ; a confederacy forming to drive us 
from India; and the universal estrange- 
ment of all descriptions of the natives—the 
‘consequence, said Mr. Paull, of the system 
of lord Wellesley; a system of iniquity, of 
oppression, and blood ; adopted on his ar- 
rival, and pursued, undeviatingly, until, 
fortunately for mankind, the arrival of lord 
Cornwallis drove him from Asia.—Mr. 
Paull moved, “ that the charge be now 
printed ;” which motion was seconded by 
Mr. Martin, the member for Tewkesbury. 

Dr. Laurence said, that whatever might 
have been heretofore his opinion touching 
the propriety of printing the charges, be- 
fore all the evidence in support of them 
was laid on the table, from what he had 
heard this night from the hon. gent. who 
had just sat down, he must second his mo- 
tion, and support him if he persisted in it, 
At the same time he begged leave to sub- 
mitit tohis own discretion, whether it might 
not better answer his purpose, and less ex- 
cite-opposition, if he were to postpone his 
motion for a few days, until the whole of 
the papers, in support of the charges, 
should be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Paull said, it would be useless for 
hiny'to postpone a motion now, which he 
should feel himself again under the neces- 
sity of pressing upon the house, in the 
course of a day or two, 

The Marquis of Dowglas said, he la- 
mented his not being im the house on the 
former discussion, when he thought the 
house had not very properly rescinded the 
order it’ had before made for the printing 
ofthe charge. It was true, that the charge 


rested at present upon little more than the, 
assertion of an hon. member, who, though. 


unsupported and unprotected, made no 
motion which the proceedings of the house 
did not tolerate; but at present It was no 





more than a dead letter, which it Was pro. 
per to revive or animate, by having th, 
charges printed, in order*to enable thy 
house fairly to judge of it. When a mem. 
ber of that house, actuated by manly ang 
honourable feelings, stepped forward ing 
public cause of the greatest importance tp 
the Empire at large, and when that'mem 
ber was not only unsupported but discoy. 
raged, he felt himself impelled to assistiy 
bringing this business to light. It would 
make a great impression on the public; 
and that house ought to consider what th 
consequence must be if they refused to ep. 
tertain or consider this question. He had 
lately, he said, been led to enquire more 
than he did before, into the state of ou 
affairs in India; and the result of his inves 
tigation was, that he found in the adm 
nistration, many great and manifold evil, 


which, instead of assisting the finances of 


this country, must now become a burthen 
to it; and in fact, we were already advan. 
cing money as a loan to the company. If 
was therefore a considerable hardship to 
the people of England, to transmit its 
wealth to a foreign country, where it was 
not properly taken care of. He was of the 
Opinion given some time since by an hon, 
gent. (Mr. Francis), that the members of 
that house would soon have to protect the 
finances ofthis country against the distres 
ses of India. The alarming state of em- 
barrassment to which the affairs of Indié 
were brought, shewed there was a latent 
gangrene somewhere, which ought’ to be 
probed, and the danger, if possible, obi. 
ated, which brought that quarter of the 
empire to the brink of ruin, before thit 
ruin was complete, and should have plua- 
ged the country into fresh difticulties; for 
he considered India, which we were lately 
taught to view as a healthful and prom 
sing child of the parent state, as now & 
hausted by disease, clinging to the breast 
of the mother country, and ready to@ 
tract the last drop of her vital nutriment 
to prevent its own dissolution. . 
Mr. Sheridan observed that the hot 
gent., in renewing his charges that a, 
had expressed a hope that he ‘shot 
not meet, from certain individuals, a 1 
petition of the harsh treatment he had & 
perienced on a former night. He was a 
some loss'to understand to what it was the 
bon. member made this allusion. He wi 
sure that nothing of an improper nati 
would have been suffered to pass withott 
the interposition of the chair, Who thei 
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dividuals alluded to were, he coud not 
tell; but, with respect to himself he had 
moved to discharge the order for printing 
the charges, not merely from any. objec- 
tionto. their appearing in print, but be- 
cause the printing of the charges could an- 
swer no purpose, unless they were accom- 
panied by the evidence upon which they 
were to be supported, Certainly, in some 
of the papers since produced, there was 
much matter which appeared to support 
some of the hon. gent.’s charges against 
the noble marquis ; for instance, the pa- 
per No. 8; and so far as that went, the ob- 
jection to printing xow was less strong than 
upon the former occasion. But the grand 
principle, upon which he had first resisted 
the printing of the charges before the whole 
evidence was ready, was very little abated 
even yet, The hon. gent. had moved for 
40.other documents not yet before the 
house ; an honourable relative of the no- 
ble marquis had also moved for 40 other 
documents on the part of the defence, nota 
yet forthcoming, These, whenever they 
were, produced, would still remain to be 
printed. The hon. gent. had said, that if 
the India directors would co their duty, 
they could bring forward those papers in 
aday ortwo. He had, however, the as- 
surance of persons very conversant in In- 
dia business, that it would be impossible 
to produce them in the course of the pre- 
sent sessiou. Now,‘in such a case, would 
it be proper that the charges should. go 
forth in print unaccompanied by the tes- 
timony upon which they were avowedly 
founded? It was upon the ground of this 
defect that he had, abstained from reading 
anypart of the charges, or the documents 
hitherto. produced, until he should have 
the whole before him.. He should then 
have no objection to printing the charges, 
as then they would come fairly forward tor 
consideration. 

__ Mr, Lee adverted to the four precedents 
alluded to by the hon. mover, and con- 
tended. that they made against the order of 
his proceeding., In; the case of lord Co- 
niugsby, the evidence was previously 
brought and laid upon the table. Four 
years before the impeachment of Mr., Has- 
ngs, @ committee was appointed, to en- 
quire into his conduct, and made their re- 
port against him; after which, Mr. Burke 
¢ame down to the house, and after the re- 
port was received, moved that it shou!d be 
printed before he exhibited the articles of 
charges In the. third case, that of sir 





Elijah Impey, the house had, two years ber 
fore the articles were printed, voted an ad- 
dress to his majesty,'praying for his recall; 
and, lastly, in lord Melville’s case, the 
house had before it fulland complete evi- 
dence in the several reports of the naval 
commissioners. :He said he did not mean 
to give any opposition to the motion, 
though he thought it right to let the hon. 
gent, see that he was not supported by his 
precedents; but as he understood that 
there were some of the papers moved for, 
which could not possibly be produced m the 
course of the present session, the house, 
he thought, should pause before they gave 
public circulation to the charge. 

Mr. Secretary Windham declared -his 
Opinion to be decidedly in favour of print- 
ing the charge, and he could not help con- 
sidering the treatment experienced by the 
hon. niember who brought them forward, 
as extremely harsh: for,instead of stretch- 
ing out,to him the hand of encouragement 
to prosecute enquiry in the cause of jus- 
tice against a person high in power, be had 
met with nothing but discouragement; he 
had been thwarted and embarrassed in every 
step he had taken ; nay, exposed almost, 
to personal disrespect, sarcasm, and even 
ridicule. Such a conduct from any portion 
of the house towards any individual mem- 
ber, certainly was not very decorous, ,nor 
yet very politic, asit tended to discourage 
members from bringing forward impeach- 
ments, when, to their own minds and con- 
viction, they conceived themselves war- 
ranted so to do, by acts,of public delin- 
quency. It this were a case where the ac- 
cuser was considered and, kuewn tojbe a 
person of such character and description, 
or the charges themselves, primé facie, so 
absurd, or improbable, as not to deserve 
being entertained for one moment; in that 
case, such discountenance would be justi- 
fied. Butno manhad ventured to allege, 
much less to shew, that this was the case in 
the presentinstance. The hon, gent. was, he 


rsaid, but a very slight acquaintance of his, 


having but very recently returned from In- 
dia; he was here, it was true, an indivi- 
dua] little known, unconnected, and. un-. 
supported ; but he was not the worse qua- 
lified to bring forward the charge in this 
case, for if. he had been long abseut from 
this country, he ‘was long present in that 
where the matter originated; and he foun- 
ded his proceeding upon. circumstances 
which, he alleged, bad passed under his own 
observation, With regard to the argu- 
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ment of ‘ precedents stated by an hon. 
member,’‘he would admit it was a good 
principle, upon which, in general, to act; 
but then, precedents should only operate 
ity cases precisely similar. It was proper 
first, to read the charges themselves ; but 
to read the evidence first, and the charges 
afterwards, would be to invert the regular 
order’ of proceeding. Besides, if mem- 
bers were to wait for the accumulation of 
such a mass of documents on both sides, 
before they commenced their own consi- 
deration, it was very possible that mem- 
bers would be discouraged from investiga- 
ting such voluminous masses of matter. 
The right hon. secretary concluded’by vo- 
tiig for the hon. gent.’s motion, though he 
certainly could have wished him to act by 
the temperate suggestion of his hon.’ and 
learned friend. 

Mr. Secretary For said, he should vote 
for ptinting the charge. There was no 
great difference between himself and his 
rt.hon. friend (Mr. Windham) on thé gene- 
fal principle. He agreed with him, that 
any member of the house had a right to 
present a charge. He would go farther, 
and allow that it was regular that a day 
should’ be appointed for its consideration. 
But now they were on a question, whether 
it should be printed without evidence, or 
Scuitcely any notice of evidence. He would 
not even there differ with his right hon. 
friend, as to the right, but at the same 
time when amember did this, without there 
being arty necessity for it, he must say that 
his mode of proceeding was injudicious; 
and that be would have done much better, 
had he waited for the evidence. He might 
then’ say, ‘ there is the evidence, and vou 
may-compare the evidence with the charge,’ 
and know how far it is well founded. Now 
it was possible, undoubtedly, that a mem- 
ber in calling for papers, might be told 
when his object was not exactly understood, 
“ bring forward your charge, otherwise we 
will not grant you your papers.” But, in 
this case, a variety of motions for papers 
had been made, none of which had been 
over-riled, at least none that had been 
made by the hon. gent. himself. But he 
might have proceeded in another way, and 
have said, “* there is the charge, and, to 
prove this, such and such papers are ne- 
cessary.”’ But the hon, gent. moved for a 
variety of papers first, and then ‘brought 
forward a charge to which scarcely one of 
them applied. This conduct he certainly 
thought preposterous in the truest sense of 


the word. If any of the ridicules atid gig 
couragements to which’his right hon: friend 
had alluded, though he knew ‘he’ did sig} 
refer to bim particularly, were employed 
on this account, he, for his part, ditl'ho 
repent what had been done. The ‘hop, 
gent: had that day, as-usual; made'4 |g 
speech, and certainly it would havé'tg. 
quired'a mind of ho ordinary sagacity 
discover the connection between things 9 
remote and apparently so little connected 
with the subject as those which he hadin: 
troduced. He had, however, discovered 
some papers which bore on his charge, 
Now some said that these papers would te 
ready soon, and others affirmed that they 
could not be ready for some time, . "The 
present mode, however, was regular, though 
he thought that a different one would bg 
far more eligible. But here again the how, 
gent. demanded that+the charge sliould be 
printed. This was a sort of language tp 
which the house would not listen’ with 
Pgreat complacency, in a matter where iti 
own convenience alone was to be cont 
dered. The demand then: was indeed ‘it. 
consistent with the principle on® Which 
papers were printed by the house. “ De 
mand,” he did notsay “publish,” thoughcer 
tainly it appeared as if this had been’ the 
hon. gent.’s object. But he hoped ‘that 
the house would not be led to print paper 
upon any improper pretences. He woull, 
however, vote for the printitig of ‘the 
charge, not because it was demanded, ‘but 
because it would suit the convenience of 
the house. Now; one’ word as to the ge 
neral way in whith this business Wad 
been conducted. All the papers moved 
for had been granted, except one ‘whitl 
had’ been called for by a noble friend of 
his (lord A. Hamilton). He wished that 
the house would arrange some mode by 
which al] the vatious papers could be soon 
procured, that the house might be allowed 
sothe repose; for it was certainly unples 
sant’to have papers contirivally called for, 
and opinions given, and questions debat 
on every occasion. He wished to knot 
when all the papers would be moved for, 
Mr. Burke, in ‘the course of his procee 
ings in prepariig the way for the ¢ 
against-Mr. Hastings, carefully abstain 
from provoking debates ob the merit 
before the matter was fully before the 
‘house, and he wished that his conduct bal 
been imitated in the present itistance. Ms 
to the question now before the house, fe 





es with bis righthon friend thatit Wi 
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of little consequence which way it was de= 

cided’ As to any communication which 

the hon. gent. had with him, he had given 

him his opinion, and on good grounds, that 

-he-was adopting a very injudicious mode of 
oceeding. 

Mr: Paullexplained. He said, that out 
of 99’ papers, for which he had moved, 
only 11 were produced ; of these, only 3 
were immediately relevant to his purpose. 
“The Bhurtpore papers were not presented, 
nor any others that he moved for, except 

“those relative to Oude. 
Sir A. Wellesley said, that the practice of 
“parliament in such cases had already been 
shewn to be, that the evidence should ge- 
nerally, if not always, precede the charges, 
and he saw no necessity for deviating from 
that rule’on the present occasion; though 
he admitted, that every case should stand 
apo its own peculiar merits. The charge 
of thé hon. gent, against his noble relation, 
was for squandering the money of the East- 
India Co. in unnecessary purposes of per- 
sonal splendour; but the papers hitherto 
produced (those of Oude) applied to char- 
ges Of which as yet he had given no no- 
tice. With regard to the money taken from 
the’ Canton treasury, his answer to it was, 
that this and other proceedings which were 
adverted to, had received the approbation 
of the court of directors, atid that if the 
‘money'were so disposed of, there was a 
“proportionate increase of assets both at 
‘home and abroad. As to the observation, 
that he himself was implicated in some of 
*the proceedings, his short reply was, that 
“what he did ia India, was in obedience to 
‘the‘orders he’ had received; and for the 
“thanner of that obédience, arid its imme- 
‘diate result, he was teady to answer, either 
‘to that house, or’ to any other tribunal in 
the realm. 

Dr. Laurence adverted to the precedents 
which had been quoted in the course of the 
debate, particularly that of Mr. Hast- 

‘ings, none of which he conceived bore on 
the'present case. ‘He declared, that his 
sense of the business would have been, for 

“the hon. gent. who made the motion, to 

“have withdrawn it, and waited until the evi- 

“'dence:wus before ‘the house ; but, as he had 

‘ndtithought proper to ‘do that, he could 

“hot, as ‘the business now stood, see any 

-g00d reason ayainst printing the charge. 

_. Lord “Hi'Petty was’ inclinéd to think, 

“thatit’would have been much better if. the 

‘hon. ‘geat,who made the ‘motion, had 

“agreed to the first saggestion of the learned 

Vor, VI. 





gent. who seconded it, and not pressed it 
on the house. He also conceived that it 
was of no importance whatever, whether 
the charge was or was not now printed; 
but he thought it was always the object of 
the accuser, to bring forward his charge and 
his evidence at the same time; what evi- 
dence was sufficient, lay with him entirely 
todetermine. In the present case, there- 
fore, he considered the hon. mover as the 
best judge, whether the evidence on the 
table were sufficient, and he would there- 
fore move for the printing of the paper, 

Mr. Bathurst was of opinion, that this 
motion ought not to have been pressed, 
but he did not think because it was pressed, 
that therefore the house should agree to it. 
He did not pretend to say, that there were 
no cases in which charges might be produ- 
ced before evidence, but he believed there 
were none except those with which, as they 
originated at home, the members were ac- 
quainted. The hon. gent. then said, that 
as the hon. mover would not agree to with- 
draw his motion, he thought a motion for 
the order of the day would be most appli- 
cable, and concluded by moving the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. Corry seconded the motion, as, he 
said, it would put the parties into a relative 
situation, one with,another. It would be 
no hardship to the hon. gent. who made 
the original motion, as the papers to sub- 
stantiate the charge were not before the 
house; and it would appear as if the 
house of commons were resolved to sup- 
port him throughout, if the paper were al- 
lowed to be printed. 

Mr. W. Smith said, it appeared to him 
to be rather an irregular mode to print the 
charge before all the evidence was produ- 
ced, The very circumstance of some. of 
the evidencesbeing already before the house, 
was @ reason against it, and he therefore 
would vote against the original motion. 

Mr. Johnstone, in part, coincided in opi- 
nion with the right hon, secretary of state. 
He, however, differed with ,him in;many 
essential points; and, after arguing fhe 
question for some.time, he declared thatyhe 
felt himself precluded altogether :from “gi- 
ving any vote on the occasion. 

Mr. Grant said, that.if, the question bee 
fore‘the house were to be influenced by the 
expectation of having the papers..which 
were moved for, laid upon,the table in a 


‘short time, he thought it a duty to state his 


opinion that’ this expectation coyld not, be 
fulfilled, ‘The court of directors was always 
3P 
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eager to obéy the orders of the house: 
_ there would be no intentional delay, but 
the papers moved for both by the hon. 
gent. (Mr. Paull) and the hon, general (sir 
A. Wellesley) were so voluminous, that it 
was not possible to get them prepared in a 
very short time. Mr. Grant said there 
would also be a necessity for calling for 
other papers, because the hon. gent. 
(Mr. Paull) had in his speech that night, 
and formerly, advanced positions respecting 
the causes of the company’s debt, and 
particularly the alledged increase of it 
from supplying funds for the commerce 
of the company which he (Mr. Grant) had 
before combated, and which he should feel 
it to be his duty, if no one else would 
undertake it, fully to disprove by documents 
to be called for from the India house. In 
like manner, the hon. general appeared to 
have, in the list of papers moved for by him, 
included some which seemed to bear upon 
certain points in the conduct of the court 
of directors lately animadverted upon in 
that house ; and it might be necessary to 
move foradditional papers in order to bring 
those points fully before the house. He al- 
luded particularly to a reference which had 
been made on a former night by an hon. 
gent. (Mr. W. Pole) to a proposed dis- 
patch of the court of directors upon which 
that hon, gent. had been pleased to ar- 
raign them, although that dispatch was not 
before the house, although the house 
would not admit it to be produced, and 
although the hon. gent. acknowledged he 
had not read it.—With respect to the ques- 
tion now under consideration, Mr. Grant 
said, the inclination of his mind was that 
the charge should not be printed until it 
was uccompanied by the documents on 
which the proof of it rested. Feeling this 
to be the fairand candid way of proceeding, 
he would avow his opinion, because having 
unfortunately had occasion to take rather a 
prominent part in many of these questions, 
and being likely to seeit his duty to do so a- 
gain, he found his only support, in the painful 
predicament in which so muchcollision with 
the feelings and opinions of others placed 
hirh, to be, in the consciousness of honestly 
* following the dictates of his own mind. 
. Mr. Windham, in explanation, said that 
when he had before delivered his opinion, 
* he conceived that the hon. gent. would 
have withdrawn his motion, but he now 
thought, thatthe motion lately made by his 
hon. friend, reconciled every thing, and he 
would supportit. = sey 






Mr. Paull desired to be informed, what 

















































mode of proceeding he should adopt, yf ° 
he did not wish to persist against th — ° 
sense of the house? : . 
The Speaker wished to know the hop, 
gent.’s object before he gave any opinion, § 
namely, whether the hon. gent. meant fy , 
withdraw his motion, or put it to the vote? tt 
Mr. Paull expressed his willingness tp " 
yield to the wishes of the house. Therefore . 
although contrary to his own opinion, he 7 
should, agreeably to what appeared to be 
the prevailing sentiment, consent to with ¢ 
draw his motion. " 
Mr. Bathurst observed that his motig ee 
was in the hands of the house, Upon a 
which a division was ¢alled for; the gal y 
lery was ordered to be cleared, but alter ‘a 
some conversation both motions wer 
withdrawn. p 
[Pic Iron Duty Bitx.] Lord rc: 
Petty then moved, that this bill be regi ;. 
a second time. a 
Mr. Rose said, that from all the enquiries i 
he had been able to make, and all the inf .. 
‘formation he had collected on this subject, he 
it appeared to him that this tax would bi 4): 
of great detriment to the general interes 
of the country. He contended that it woul 4, 
bear harder on the farming interest alone, 
than the duty on horses employed in agi. 0 
culture, which had been proposed aul ¢,, 
abandoned during the last session. Beside ... 
which, its operation would extend tom is 
most every species of manufacture carried ? 1 
on in this country. ro 
Lord H. Petty said, that he was ang fy, 
of a variety off objections to which tm 4 
bill was liable ; though he was decided) rt 
of opinion that the inconveniences atten 6, 
ing the tax had been considerably over ¢,,, 
ted. He should wish, however, that Si i. 
time should be allowed for the maturecoy 4... 
sideration of the tax in all its bearingsam upo 
consequences; and on this account MM 4... 
would propose, that the bill be now realm 
2d time, and that the house should ent any 
more fully into its merits in the commillegy jy”, 
on Friday next. But 
Sir J. Wrottesley, with a view to diem 6, , 
cumber the debate on Friday, woulda urge 
now, whether any thing was proposed! bad 
be done to obviate the difficulty of gM rac, 
a sufficient drawback to the manufaclUmi ove, 
engaged in the export trade ? A numbe@mie git, 
gentlemen in town, whose opinions de@R® jn i, 
ved the attention of the house, thougohha yai,, 
proposed drawback insufficient, a3 1t#9%% turg 
med the utmost to be allowed, did note seq | 
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ceed 4/. per ton. The deductions on ac- 
count of the ordnance and naval stores, 
would be considerable, The hon. baronet 
then proceeded to point out some omis- 
sions in the returns of the consumption of 
jron inthe navy, made to the house from 
the navy board; and expressed a hope, 
that the noble lord would use his influence 
to'procure every information for the house, 
connected with the subject. 

Lord H. Petty stated the amount of 
deduction for iron used in the ordnance, 
and for the navy departments, to be alto- 
gether 51,460/.; the drawback on fo- 
reigniron 13,770/,; that on British iron 
123,000/.; making a total, with 5000/. the 
estimated expence of the collection, of 
193,000/. to be deducted from the produce 
of the tax. ‘The average of the drawback 
was 4/, a ton. 

Mr, Wilberforce considered this tax as so 
inconsistent with the fundamental princi- 
ples of taxation in its tendency and effects, 
that he trusted the noble lord would see 
reason to withdraw it. On this account 
he would leave it to the calm consider- 
ation of his own mind, 

Mr. I. H. Browne said, that he would 


have objected to the tax upon the first pro- | 


position of it, if it were not for his re- 
luctance to oppose a plan of taxation 
founded generally upon the views and 
system of his late right hon, friend, the 
predecessor of the noble lord, 

Lord A. Hamilton expressed his disap- 
probation of the tax, but reserved the 
avowal of the particular grounds of his 
opposition until the bill was committed. 

Mr, Vansittart observed, that, in the 
committee, many modifications of the bill 
could take place. An hon. baronet had 
mistaken the extent of the proposed draw- 
back; 4/. per ton had been calculated 
upon as the average, and not as the high- 
est allowance. 

Mr. Canning felt reluctance in opposing 
any of the measures for procuring supplies 
in the present situation of the country. 
But the objections to the present tax were 
80 numerous, and had been so strongly 
urged in various representations which he 
had received on the subject, that he would 
recommend it to the noble Jord, to turn 
over in his own mind the possibility of sub- 
stituting some other. less objectionable tax 
in its room. He contended that it would 
Taise half as much fore from the agricul- 
tural interest alone, than had been propo- 
sed by the tax on horses employed in hus- 
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bandry which had been abandoned in the 
last session, while all other classes of the 
community would be affected by it. 

Mr. Fellowes was not apprehensive that 
the tax on iron would affect the farming in- 
terest in the proportion which had been 
mentioned ; but he feared it would go a 
great way towards annihilating the export 
trade, which, when once diverted from 
its channel, it would be extremely difficult 
to bring back again. 

Mr. W. Smith said, it was not only in the 
iron used for shoeing horses that the farmer 
would seriously feel the tax, but in other 
uses, which made the consumption with 
bim large. 

Mr. Rose said, that a farmer who had 
four horses in his team, would pay at least. , 
40s. a year under the tax. 

Mr. Babington thought that the general 
effect of the tax would be severe; but iw 
checking the machinery of the country, 
he apprehended its operation would be par- 
ticularly injurious.—The bill was then read 
a 2d time, and committed for Friday. The or- 
der of the day for the committee on the Pro- 
perty Tax bill on Friday was discharged, 
and the same ordered for Monday next. 

=== 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, April 29, 
{[Minures.] The house met at 10, and 
about 11 proceeded to Westminster-hall, to 
attend the trial of lord viscount Melville.— 
The bills ov the table were previously fore 
warded in their respective stages, Amongst 
these, the 3 million Exchequer Bills bill, the 
Tea Duty bill, the Irish Bank Note bill, and 
the Irish House Tax Repeal bill, were read 
a third time and passed.—Their lordships 
returned to the house about a quarter bee 
fore four.—Strangers were for some time 
excluded, during which an order was made 
to proceed on the trial of lord Melville 
the next morning, and a message was or- 
dered to be sentto the Commons to ace 
quaint them therewith. 

[Wirnesses’ Dectaratory Brut.] 
The house then took into consideration the 
amendments made by the Commons in the 
Declaratory bill respecting the liability of 
Witnesses to answer. A conversation of 
considerable length ensued, in which lords 
Eldon,, Hawkesbury, Holland, Ellenbo- 
rough, and the lord chancellor; the earls 
of Suffolk, Rosslyn, and Stanhope; and 
the duke of Norfolk, took a part. 

Lord Hawkesburymoved,“that the farther 
consideration of the amendments be poste 
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poned till to-morrow ;” in order that the 
attendance on a topic of such importance 
should be .fuller, and to afford certain 
peers, who, he had reason to think, wished 
to speak, an opportunity of delivering 
their sentiments. 

Lord Eldon thought the bill wanted 
some farther alteration or amendment, 
not deeming it, in its present shape, a bill 
declaratory of the law, as declared by the 
learned judges, or the greater part of them; 
or according to their conceptions of what 
the law really was, as he had an opportu- 
nity of knowing, from a personal commu- 
nication with some of them. Its tenour 
was different from that of other declaratory 
bills, for it went to declare, not what the 
Jaw was, but what the law was not. He 
thought, under what had been thrown out 
on the subject, they should pause,. and not 
pass the billin its present shape. It in- 
volved legal considerations of the greatest 
importance, and in a way likely to afiect 
many of their lordships, for instance, those 
who were great landed proprietors. The 
word “ only”’ in the bill, on which so 
much siress had been laid, as rendering 
the declaration sufficiently definite, and as 
likely to prove a sufficient guide for the 
judges in the courts below, he thought 
would not bé so efficacious, and in the in- 
terval proposed, he thought he should be 
able to determine. upon some further a- 
mendments, which would. produce the de- 
sired effect. 

- Lords Holland, Stanhope, and other 
peers, defended the bill, under the circum- 
stances of the case, as it now stood, and 
Were adverse to any further delay to its 
passing, which they contended ought spee- 
dily to take place ; it was also observed, 
fhat the bill with the amendments had lain 
On the ‘table for several days, and noble 
Tords had had sufficient time to have cal- 
Ted the attention of the house to the 
subject. 

~ Lhe Lord Chancellor defended the bill in 
¥, present shape, upon the legal grounds 
he had formerly adduced in support of it; 
and contended, that the declaration, as so 
worded, would, by confining it to the single 
pence of demurrer, be a sufficient rule 
for the learned judges. The bill, however, 
he observed, had improperly been called 
his bill; though his was the hand that pre- 
sented it to the consideration of their 
lordships, it was founded upon the propo- 
sition. of a noble and learned lord then 
present. In future, should he propose any 
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thing in the shape of an act of parliamen, 
to their lordships’ consideration, it should 
be purely his own; and then he shoul 
rightly have to stend or, fall by its merits oy 
demerits. 

Lord Hawkesbury, in further explanati 
observed, that though the bill, with thea. 
mendments, might have lain for several 
days upon. the table, yet it was incumbent 
upon those, in the case of a legislative 
measure of such importance, urging the 
passing of the bill so amended, to give 
some notice of the time they proposed for 
the consideration of such amendments, 
and to have the lords summoned there, 
upon, — After some. further discussion, 
the question was put, and the origi 
nal. motion for taking the amendment 
into immediate consideration, was nega. 
tived without a division. The amend, 
ments made by the commons, were then 
formally taken into. consideration, and @ 
greed to. 

[Corn.] Earl Stanhope rose to make 4 
motion, which, in his mind, was of the up 
most urgency. He had been given to.uy 
derstand by a noble Jord (Auckland), that 
there would be. no objection to the: motion 
with which he should conclude; but he 
felt its object to be of so much importance 
in its nature and probable effects, that no 
time should be lost in submitting it to they 
lordships. 

Lord Ellenborough rose to observe, that 
if the motion which the noble lord meant 
to bring forward, was of such very great 
importance, he begged leave to submittd 
him, whether it was not improper to bring 
it forward in so thiv a house. 

Earl Stanhope said, that the object of 
his motion, in the firstinstance, was merely 
to move for important information to be 
laid before the house. If the noble and 
learned lord had been in possession of that 
information, he would not be. so forward 
in proposing delay, and that respecting 
a matter which so vitally concerned the 
great majority of the community. The mot 
imminent danger hung over the preset 
situation of the country, and not only the 
comforts, but the wants of the 
might be put. to hazard. 

Lord Ellenborough rose again, and called 
the noble lord to order. It could not 
fairly said of him, that he treated any thing 
that regarded the subject with levity, 0 
man was more alive.t@the interests of th 
subject than he was; and he could gives 
better proof of that respect for them, thi 
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the wish he had expressed, that whatever 
concerned the people should be seriously 
and deliberately discussed, 

Earl Stanhope contended, that the learn- 
ed lord seemed not to be aware of the. dif- 
ficulties and dangers to which he alluded. 
There was no knowing to what an alarming 
degree a scarcity mightsoon be experienced. 
The experience of former times should have 
taught us better. It ought to be recollected, 
that in the course of 15 years, about 45 
millions sterling had been sent out of the 
country for the purchase of corn and grain, 
&c. when even there existed more facilities 
of procuring it, than we were likely soon 
to possess, ‘The ports of the Baltic would 
be, or were already, shut against us; and whi- 
ther were we then tolook for any immediate 
supply? With the intention of bringing 
this subject more fully and fairly be- 
fore their lordships, he should now move, 
that there be laid before the house an ac- 
count of the quantity of corn, grain, rice, 
&c. imported into G, Britain since thelst of 
Jan. 1806 ; also an account of the exports 
of the same during the same period, 

Lord Moira could not remuin silent, after 
hearing and weighing the tendency of the 
assertions made by the noble earl. He 
did not rise to oppose the motion, but to 
observe somewhat upon the tone-and argu- 
ments with which it was introduced. He 
did not pretend to be in possession of the 
minute and accurate information upon this 
subject, which he knew might be brought 
forward by his noble friend (lord Auck- 
land), but still he thought himself bound in 
duty to counteract, as far as lay in his 
power, the ill effects which might arise 
from the alarming language and insinua- 
tions held and thrown out by the noble 
earl upon such a delicate and important 
matter. As far, therefore, as he had any 
knowledge of the present state of the coun- 
try, and of the very promising aspect of a 
plenteous harvest, be would readily take 
upon himself to assert, that there was no 
room whatsoever to entertain the most 
distant apprehension of the danger the 
noble earl seemed to forebode with so much 
emphasis and earnestness. He was sorry 
such an idea should go abroad upon such 
grave authority: and he was conscious it 
was his duty, as far as.in him lay, to set the 
little authority he might have upon that 
point, in opposition to that of the noble earl. 
Lord Auckland could not well express his 
thanks to the noble earl who spoke last for 
the favour he had done him, by taking off 
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his shoulders the weight he felt imposed 
upon them by the observations of the no- 
ble lord who made the motion. It was 
true, that the noble lord had shewn him.the 
motions he had made, but as many other 
matters were then pressing upon his mind, 
and as he had no idea of the language and 
manner with which the noble lord had pre+ 
faced them, he had signified no intention, 
of objecting to the motion which the no- 
ble lord was to make. But when he 
heard the noble lord thus causelessly 
sound an alarm of scarcity, and set forth. 
that alarm on such groundless reasons, he, 
felt bimself called upon to say more than, 
perhaps he should be justified in saying 
uuder other- circumstances. Not only 
therefore was he warranted in concurring, 
with his noble friend, in asserting that every 
‘thing in the aspect of the harvest was of a 
nature to preclude all apprehensions like. 
‘those which the noble earl’s speech was 
calculated to send abroad, but he had 
moreover the satisfaction to state, that not 
only the ports of the Baltic were not shut 
against us, but that there was even no ap- 
prehension that they would be shut. There 
was consequently no ground whatever for 
the alarm upon that subject, which the 
language of the noble earl was of a nature 
to propagate.—The question was then put 
upon lord Stanhope’s motion, and agreed to. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, April 29. 


[Mrxutes.] ‘The house met at ten 
o'clock, pursuant to order, for the pur- 
pose of proceeding to Westminster-hall to 
prosecute the trial of lord Melville. The 
managers left the house first, and repaired 
to the place assigned them in the court, 
after which the members went out accor= 
ding to the alphabetical order of their se- 
veral counties, beginning with the English 
counties and ending with those of Ireland. 
About four o’clock the house returned to 
its ordinary place of meeting, for the dis- 
patch of business, as usual.—A message 
from the lords announced their assent to 
the Irish Bank Note bill, the Exchequer 
Bills bill, the Tea Duty bill, and the Irish 
Hearth Duty Repealing bill; and also that 
the lords had determined to proceed fur- 
ther in the trial of lurd Melville the next 
morning at ten of the clock. The Speaker 
then took this opportunity. of stating that, 
he would, as he had done that day, attend 
punctually at ten o’clock the next day ; 
that at a quarter past ten the serjeant at 
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arms would be sent to clear the passages, 
and that at half past ten, the managers 
would go forth.—Lord H. Petty reminded 
the house, that he had given notice of a 
motion on Friday, for Jeave to bring in a 
bill for the better regulation of the office 
of receiver-general of customs, and took 
this opportunity of giving notice, that he 
should on the same day move for leave to 
bring in bills for better regulating the offi- 
ces of recewers-general of excise, of 
stamps, and of the post-office, and the 
office of surveyor-general of woods and 
forests.— Mr. Meheux presented the Fur- 
ruckabad papers moved for by Mr. Paull. 
Mr. Paull moved that they should be 
printed, and, at the same time, begged the 
house to observe the small bulk of those 
papers which had beén represented’ as so 
voluminous. Mr. Creevey said, that the 
hon. gent. was under a mistake, as the 
Furruckabad papers had not been repre- 
sented as very voluminous, though the 
papers relating to some of the other places 
had undoubtedly been so represented. 
“Mr. Paull was proceeding to defend the 
correctness of his statement, when he was 
called to order. He then said that he was 
the only person who was kept to such strict 
order on these subjects; upon which the 
Speaker appealed to the house whether he 
deserved the imputation now cast upon 
him. ‘The papers were then ordered to be 
printed.—On the motion of Mr. Foster, 
the house resolved itself into a committee 
on the Linen act. Mr. Foster stated, that 
the object of going into the committee was 
this. It had been the policy of this coun- 
try to encourage the export of our manu- 
factures, especially those that were common 
both to G. Britain and Ireland, such as that 
of linen. Drawbacks had accordingly been 
allowed, so as to give the decided prefe- 
rence to the exportation of our own manu- 
factures over those of other ‘countries. 
His object then was, to place the draw- 
back on plain linen in the same situation 
in which it was before the act of last year. 
He concluded by moving a resolution to 
this effect, which was agreed te. 
{(Evection Treatinc Brii.J Mr. 
Tierney moved the further consideration 
of the report of this bill, for the purpose 
of having it recommitted, as the amend- 
ments made in the former committee did 
not nreet the approbation of a right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Fox) not then in his place. It 
was suggested to him, that he should allow 
-the voter to be conveyed at the expence 
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of the candidate to the place of election 
but he could not agree to allow him a sbi 
of money to defray his own. expences, 
The amendments he proposed, when the 
bill should be recommitted, wauld be fo, 
the most part verbal, and, therefore, not 
likely to provoke any discussion, 

Sir R. Buxton thought that the candi. 
date ought to be at no expence with re, 
spect to the voters, and would rather haye 
the law as it was, than agree to pass the bil} 
with the amendment. 

Mr. Paull thought that, however the 
bill might be disguised, its effect would be 
to diminish the number of voters, and for 
that reason he would oppose it. 

Lord 4. Hamilton said that his objections 
went to the principle of the bill ; and as to 
the recommitment, there was only one 
clause in the bill, and that one involved 
the principle itself. He was against it there, 
fore, though he believed the right hon, gent, 
could have no motives in this business ex: 
cept such as were pure and honourable, 

Mr. Tierney said he had no personal in. 
terest whatever in the bill ; as, in the place 
he represented, the law on that point was 
already settled, and he only wished to ex- 
tend the benefit of it to all parts of the 
country. He would rather give up the bil] 
altogether, than have any new doubts start. 
ed on the law. He stated before, that he 
did not object to the candidate providing 
carriages, but the giving of money for 
that purpose. This bill was no more than 
explanatory of the act of William III. and 
he thought if it should be rejected, it 
would be right, for the purpose of ending 
all doubts, to declare, that the candidate 
should in future pay the conveyance, # 
well as the expence of travelling. 

Mr. Francis thought that the amend- 
ment would alter the principle of the bill 
considerably. Carriages were to be allowed 
to convey the voters, but how were they 
to be conveyed ; alive or dead? An hon, 
gent. behind him whispered “ dead drunk,’ 
Well, be it so; but ifyou gave the voter no 
thing to eat or drink, in a journey of 200 
miles, he would scarcely be alive by the time 
he came to the place of polling ; or, if he 
were alive, he would not be able to vote. 

Mr. Baker contended that the candidate 
ought to be at no expence ; but this bil 
would do so little, that he thought it better 
the law should remain as it was. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope thought this bill 
better than no bill at all, as it was impor 
sible to leave the matter as it was. 
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thought that it would be better to regulate 
the expences of the candidate, for he was 
of opinion that any law which went to do 
them away altogether would be evaded. It 
wasa wise saying of Solon to the Atheni- 
ans, “I do not give you the best laws 
possible, but the best which you can bear.” 
We ought.to keep this in mind. 

Mr. Graham no longer considered it as 
the same bill to which he had given his 
support. He thought that the right. bon, 
geut. had now completely abandoned the 


original principle with which he had set 


out. The subsistence of the voter was 
as necessary to be provided for as his con- 
veyance. He stated that he. had been cre- 
dibly informed that the last contested elec- 
tions for Middlesex had cost the parties 
$0,000/. in the article of conveyance alone; 
aud therefore thought that the bill, as it 
was proposed to be altered, would be per- 
fectly inadequate to its original purpose. 
Mr. Rose thought the country was un- 
der great obligations to the right hon. 
gent. for bringing the matter forward ; as 
it was necessary that the point should be 
decided in one way or the other. He was 
rather indifferent in which way that deci- 
sion should be made; but he preferred 
the mode of exempting the candidate, as 
it would be impossible to equalize the ex- 
pences ; for 2s. a day may be an object to one 
elector, when 10s, a day would scarcely be 
an object to another. The law at present 
was extremely doubtful; for on two emi- 


"nent lawyers being consulted on this point, 


in a case that occurred at the last general 
election, one of them declared, that he was 
convinced the law was one way, but he 
was of opinion, that the committee would 
decide the other way.—The house then 
divided on the question, whether the bill 
should be recommitted. Ayes 24; Noes 
14. The bill was then re-committed and 
reported, and the report was ordered to be 
further considered on Friday. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, April 30. 

[Minutzs.] Their lordships met again 
this day, at ten o’clock ; and after reading 
a part of the bills upon the table, they were 
marshalled in the same order and manner 
as yesterday, and repaired to the high 
court of parliament, in Westminster-hall. 
At four o’clock their lordships returned to 
the house, in which they remained for some 
time in close discussion ; the order for the ex- 


Glusion of strangers being strictly enforced. 


The bills upon the table were forwarded ; and 
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their lordships ordered, that. a message be 
sent to the commons, acquainting that 
house that they had agreed to the amend- 
ments made in the Witnesses’ Liability bill; 
and also, that they would proceed further 
with the trial of lord viscount Melville, at 
ten o’clock to morrow. 

[Becxwirn’s Estate Bitt.}] On the 
order for the second reading of this bill, 

The Duke of Norfolk strongly objected 
to it, chiefly in point of principle, as alie- 
nating, in the way proposed, a portion 
of ecclesiastical property ; and as tending 
to set a precedent of the most dangerous 
nature in that respect. _ 

The Bishop of St. Asaph defended the 
bill, chiefly on the ground of its particular 
merits, and the circumstances under which 
it proceeded. In this view, the reverend 
prelate was led into a detailed consider- 
ation of the measure. He as little wished 
to see numerous bills of ‘the kind, as the 


noble duke possibly could; but it did not 


follow, that cases might not arise in which 
such a legislative measure might be proper. 
He strongly recommended the bill going 
to a committee, in which the adequacy of 
its provisions might be fairly considered ; 
and where it would be seen, that a full and 
honest equivalent for the transfer of the 
property, was proposed, and that the les- 
see had dealt even liberally on the occasion. 
Lord Eldon, as being decidedly hostile 
to the principle of the bill, was rather 
averse from considering the propriety of 
such a measure under the particular cir- 
cumstances of the case. The precedents 
which had been adduced, instead of favour- 
ing, went, he thought, in condemnation of 
the measure. The noble and learned lord 
then'went into a detailed view of some ‘of 
the provisions of the bill; theeffect of seve- 
ral of which he seemed to disapprove. 
The Bishop’ of Lincoln concurred with 
the noble duke and the learned lord, that 
the principle on which the bill was found. 
ed, as a general one, was strongly to be 
reprobated. However, when he considered 
the peculiar circumstances which gave tise 
to the present bill, he had no appehension 
of many applications being made‘to parlia- 
ment, for measures of the kind; the rev. 
prelate then entered into rather a detailed 
statement of the attendant circumstances. 
His lordship defended the bill under the 
peculiar circumstances, and urged “the 
propriety of its going to a committee, 
where it might be modified so as to do 
away many objections. He thought the 
measure itself would be productive of much 
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“benefit, aiid he had no fears as to ‘its ope- 


‘ration in the way of a precedent. 
Lord Ellenborough felt his objections’ td 
‘the principle of the bill so strongly, that 
nothing which'a committee could do, could 
“réconcile him to it, In a more enlarged 
view of the possible effects of such a prin- 
ciple, he was led to consider the sacredness 
of the ecclesiastical property of the coun- 
try, and alluded to a project which was en- 
tertained éven by a member of that house, 
for laying hands onthe same, for state pur- 
poses, towards the close of the American 
war. He adverted to the deplorable con- 
sequences which had resulted in France, 
from acting on Such ‘a principle: and de- 
precated the steps which were now taking 
upon it, in a part of the Spanish domi- 
nions. After animadverting on these im- 
portant considerations, he reverted to the 
bill in question, and censured its principle, 
among. other very objectionable points of 
view, as tending to the extinction of the 
prebendal character. Deeming the bill in- 
curable in a committee, he felt it his duty 
“to Oppose its further progress, 
_.Lotd Holland thought it but fair the bill 
should go to a committee; and, after some 
observations upon part of what had fallen 
from .the noble ,and learned lords, said, 
the third reading of the bill would afford 
a more regular opportunity for discussing 
the principle of it. |.» 
“Earl Spencer was of dpinion the bill 
should be Suffered, at least, to go to acom- 
mittee, were it only in justice to the par- 
“ties > in this view, he made some observa- 
tions on what had been alledged in favour 
of the bill, of which ‘he thought several of 
‘the kind had“ met ‘with the ‘sanction of 
parliament. 
The Lord Chancellor made a few remarks 
- on what had transpired in the course of dis- 
cussion ; under the circumstances of such 
abillas that under consideration, he thought 
the present not the stage to-resist the prin- | 
ciple of the bill, which, he was of opinion, 
ought to go to a committee.—Lord Eldon 
and the duke of Norfolk spoke shortly in 
explanation.—The. question was then put, 
and their lordships divided ; when there ap- 
peared, For the second reading of the bill, 
9; against it, 5.—The bill was then order- 
ed to be referred to the considération of a 
committee, 
—————— ° ' 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, April 30. 
Minvures.] A méssage was received 
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| tothe Witriesses’ Declaratory bill ; also that 
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to the amendments made by the commors 





their lordships would proceed. farther jy 
the trial of lord viscount Melville to-moy. 
row morning, at 10 o’clock.—Mr, ’ Gould. 
ing gave notice thathe’should on Tuesday 
next propose the second reading of the 
Nabob of ‘Arcot’s bill.—On. the motiég 
of sir John Frederick, the Surry Coal’ De. 
livery bill was read a second’ time, and or. 
dered to be committed to a private com. 
mittee.—On the motion of Mr. Manning 
the London Wet Dock bill was read a third 
time and passed.—Mr. Yorke, with a view 
to obtain a just estimate of the probable ef. 






































fect of recruiting for a term of years, 
wished the house to be in possession of tlie 
total amount of the army in the Americap 
war, for the purpose of shewing what § $2 
proportion the men raised for limited ser. "i 
vice bore to the general amount. | He there. 
fore moved, that there be laid before ‘the 
‘house an account of the effective force of B . Tr 
the regular army on the British establish. f 
ment, rank and ‘file, distinguishing those ‘ 
for limited ‘aiid unlimited service, atid dis. 
tinguishing cavalry from infantry, for each B * diy 
year, from ‘2ist December 1774, to Qin Hof 
Decémber 1784, distinguishing each year, {et 
“The Secretary at War said, that he’ hadto Bie 
‘objection to the production of the.account, page 
Which, when produced, would shew that B © gaa, 
the recruiting service’ was considerably ade FF priy 
vanted by the principle’of enlistment forlie B  prpay 
mnited periods.—I.ord Castlereagh thotight, dey 
that certainly the best-opportunity for dis Barto 
cussing that'subject, would be when the pe Byer 
pers shouldbebefore the house. But hébe gay 
lieved the right hon. gent. would find, that, B of’ 
uipon a comparison of any seven yeats of the they 
last war, with a similar period of the Améti. pary 
can war, it would appear, the number oft § mea, 
cruits for unlimited service, greatly exceed B  tenij 
ed those for limited service ; and that itws Bing 
not until afier the surrender of the Saratops B aig: 
army, that’the rdising of men for limited R Goy 
terms was adopted, and then under ci B  ynite 
cumstances which afforded’ no fair cite Beta, 
rion tojudge comparatively of its effects;  djiva, 
for the recruiting service ‘was urgéd’with empe 
unprécedehted activity by the Corpora ‘the 
of London, and’ éther great public bodies B “das 
throughout the kitigdom. The motion ts plivy 
then agreed to.—On the’ motion ‘off of x. 
lord advocate of Scotland, ‘it was of 
that the house “do‘to-morrdw resolve | ae 
“[aconimittee of the whole house, to com yaige 
der of proper augmentations t6‘the'sa “Oth 
of the judges of the admiralty in Seo OP St. 
‘and of the Commissaries of Edinburgh Vo 








“from the lords, stating, that they had agreed 
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qanaTiEs, &c. PRESERTED, BY HIS MA~ 
» JESTY'S COMMAND, TO BOTH HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT, 28TH JANUARY, 1806. 
‘ Re 
Treaty of Concert between His Majesty and 
the Emperor of all the Russias, signed at 
St. Petersburgh, the 11th April, 1805. 


. IN the riame of the most holy arid un- 
‘divided Trinity.—His majesty the king 
of the united kingdom of G. Britain and 
freland, aad his’maj. the emperor of all 
‘the’ Russias, animated with the desire of 
‘restoring to Europe the peace, indepen- 
dence, and happiness, of which it is de- 
prived, by the unbounded ambition of the 
French government, and the immoderate 
degtee of influence which it is striving to 
‘attogate to itself, have resolved to employ 

_ @éry means in their power to obtain this 
‘silutary end, and to prevent the renewal 
of'similar disastrous circumstances; and 
they’ have named, in consequence, for the 
pirpose of fixing’ and agreeing upon those 
measures which their magnanimous in- 
tefitions’ may call for, viz. his maj, the 


king of the usiited kingdom of G. Britain 


aid‘ Ireland, the Id. Granville Levéson 
wer, miember of parliament of the said 
united kingdom, one of his majesty’s privy 
oduncillérs, and his‘anibassador’ extraor- 
anid’ plenipotentiary to’ his maj. the 
co ‘of all the Russias; and his maj. 
emperor of all the Russias, the Sieur 
“Prince” of Czartoryski, one of his 
Plivy councillors, member of the council 
State, senator, adjunct’ minister for fo- 

ig affairs, member of the gerieral direc- 
“of ‘schools; curator’ of the’ imperial 
Whiversity ‘of Wilma ahd ofits district, lieut. 


“GP the* grind ‘prior of the sovereign order | 
@PS John of: Jerusalem, -of the Russiah 
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Catholic priory, and knight of the order 
of St. Anne, atid’ conimander of that of 
St. John of Jerusalem; and the Sieur 
Nicolas of Novossilzoff, his present cham~ 
berlain, adjunct minister of justice, char- 
ged with the examination of the projects 
presented to his miaj. and with other spe- 
cial commissions, president of the aca- 
demy of sciences,*member of the gene 

direction of the’ schools, curator of the 
university of St. Petersburgh and of- its 
district, and knight of the order of St. 


Vladimir; who, after having verified and 


exchanged their full powers, which weré 
found to be in good atid due form, have 
agreed upon the following articles :—Arrt. 
1, As the state of. suffering in which 
Europe is placed, demands speedy reme- 
dy, their. majesties, the king of the united 
kingdom of G. Britain’ ard Ireland, and 
the emperor of all the Russias, have mu- 
tually agreed to consult upon the means 
of putting a stop thereto, without waiting 
for farther ehcroachniehts on the part of 
the French govt. They have agreed, in 
consequence, to:employ the most speedy 
and most efficacious means to form a ge- 
neral league of the states of Europe, and 
to engage them to accede to the present 
concert ; arid, in order to accomplish the 
end proposed, to collect-together a farce, 


‘which, indeperidently of the saccours fur- 


nished by his Brit. maj.. may amount to 
50,000 effective men; and-to employ the 
same with energy, in order either to in- 
duce’ or to compel. the French govt. .to 
agree to the re-e8tablishment of: peace, 
and of the equilibrium of Europe.—Arr. 
2. The object of this" leigue will. be to 
carry into’ effect what is proposed: by.the 
present concert, namely: (a.) The eva- - 
cuation of the country of Hanover, and of 
the’north of Germatiy. (6:) The establisé- 
a 
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ment of the independence of the republics 
of Holland and Swisserland. (c.) The re- 
establishment of the king of Sardinia in 
Piedmont, with as large augmentation of 
territory ag circumstances will permit. 
(d.) The future security of the kingdom 
of Naples, and the complete evacuation of 
Italy, the Island of Elba included, by the 
French forces. (e:) The establishment of 
an order of things in Europe, which may 
effectually. guarantee the security and in- 
dependence of the different states, anc 
present a solid barrier against future usur- 
pations.—Art. 3. His Brit. maj.in order 
to concur efficaciously on his side, to the 
happy effects of the present concert, en- 
gages to contribute to the common efforts, 
by employing his forces both by sea and 
Jand, as well as his vessels adapted for 
transporting troops, in such manner as 
shall be determined upon in the general 
plan of operations ; his maj. will more- 
over, assist the different powers who shall 
accede thereto, by subsidies, the amount 
Of which shall correspond to the respective 
forces which shall be employed ; and, in 
order that the said pecuniary succours 
may he proportioned in the manner most 
conducive to the general good, and to as- 
sist the powers, in proportion to the exer- 
tions they may make to contribute to the 
common success, it is agreed, that these 
subsidies (barring particular arrangements), 
shall be furnished in the proportion of 
. 1,250,000 pounds - sterling, for each 
100,000 men of regular troops, and ‘so 
jn proportion fora greater or smaller num- 
ber, payable according to the conditions 
hereinafter specified.—Anrt. 4. The said 
subsidies shal] be payable by instalments, 
from month to month, in proportion to 
the forces which.each power shall employ 
jn pursuance of its engagements, to combat 
the common enemy, aud according to the 
officia]: report: of the armiesemployed at 
the opening of the campaign, and of the 
several reinforcements which may join 


them, An ‘arrafgement shall be made in, 


conformity with the plan of operations, 
which shall be forthwith regulated as to 
the period when these subsidies shall begin 
to be paid, and the mode and place of 
payment shall be settled so as to suit the 
‘convenience of each of the belligerent 
jperties, His Brit. maj. will likewise be 
prepared to advance within the current 
"year, sum for putting the troops in mo- 
‘tion, This sum shall be settled by par- 
ticular arrangements to be entered into by 


' 
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each power, who shall take part in thiy 


that the whole of the sums to be furnished 
to. any -power within the current year, ag 
well as on account of the said advance; ag 
for the monthly subsidies, is in no case to 
exceed the proportion of 1,250,000 pounds 
sterling, for every 100,000 men.—Arr, 5, 
The high contracting parties agree that 
the different members of the league: shall 
respectively be permitted to retain acere 
dited persons: with the commandergin. 
chief of the different armies, to carry on 
the correspondence, and to attend to the 
inilitary operations.—Art. 6. Their my 
jesties agree, that.in the event of a league 
ee formed, such as is pointed out in 
the first article, they will not make peace 
with France, but by the common conséat 
of all the powers who shall becothe parties 
in the said league; and also that the con. 
tinental powers shall not recall their forces 
before the peace ; moreover, his Brit. maj« 
engages to continue the payment of the 
subsidies during the continuance of the 
war.—ArtT. 7. The present concert, which 
is mutually acknowledged by ‘the hi 

contracting parties to be equally valid and 
binding as the most solemn treaty, shall 
be ‘ratified by his maj. the king of the unis 


and by bis maj. the emperor of all the 
Russias, and the ratifications thereof shall 
be exchanged at St. Petersburgh within th 
space of ten weeks, or sooner if possiblées 
In testimony whereof the respective. plenis 
potentiaries have signed the same, and 
have thereunto affixed the seal of their 
arms,—Done.at St, Petersburgh,.April 1], 
(30th March,) 1805. Signed G. L. Gowan, 
ApaM Prince Czarrorysk1, Niconat 
bE NovosstLzorr. 
No..I. (A)—First separate Article of the 
Treaty of Concert between His Majesty 
and the Emperor of Russia, signed at St, 
Petersburgh, 11th April (30th Marel) 
1805. 

His maj. the emperor of all the Rus 
sias, having made known to his Brit maj, 
his arrangements with their majesties the 
emperor of Germany and the king of Swe 
den, his Brit, maj. engages. to: fulfil his 


towards each of those powers, if, in the 
space of four months, reckoning fromthe 
day of the signature of the present insttiy 
fment, both those powers, or one of thell, 
shall have caused their forces to act agaiti 

France, by virtue of the engagements Mify 








concert; but his said maj. understands | 


ted kingdom of G. Britain: and Ireland,’ 


stipulatigns of the present treaty of concen 
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have taken with‘his naj. the emperor of all 
the Russias.—This separate article shall 
have the same force and validity as if it 
were inserted word for word in the treaty 
of eoncert signed this day, and shall be 
-yatified~ at» the same .time.—In witness 
whereof, we the undersigned, by virtue of 
our full:powers, have signed the present 
separate article, and have affixed thereto 
the seals of our arms, Done at-St. Peters- 
burgh, this 1th April (80th March) 1805. 
amSigned, G. L. GowER,, ‘ADAM PRINCE 
Czantorysk1; Nicotas pe- NovossiL- 


wy. 
No: 1.(B)—Fourth. separate Article of the 
" Treaty of Concert between His Majesty 
and the Emperor of ‘Russia; signed.at St. 
Petersburgh, 11th April (20th March) 
1805. ~ 
-¢ “The ‘collecting. of 500,000 -effective 
'men,*mentioned in art. 1. of the treaty 
6f ¢oneert signed this day, not being so 
easy-as it is desirable, their majesties have 
agreed that it should be carried into exe- 
¢ution: as: soon as it should be possible to 
0 40 .Franee an active force of 
400,000men; composed-in the following 
manner; Austria will supply 250,000 
men, Russia not less than 115,000 men, 
independently of ‘the levies. made by her 
in Albany, in Greece, &c. ;. and the. re- 
mainder of the 400,000 will be made up 
by the troops of Naples; Hanover, ‘Sardi- 
tia, and others.—T'his separate art. shall 
have the same, force and validity, as if it 
‘were inserted, word for word, in the trea- 
ty of concert signed this day, and shall 
be ratified at» the same time.—In. witness 
whereof, we the undersigned, by virtue of 
our full powers, have signed the present 
separate art. and have affixed thereto the 
seals of our. arms.—Done at St. Peters- 
burgh, this 11th -of April (30th March) 
1805.+Signed G. L. Gower. 
Prince Czanroryski. NICoLas DE 
Novosstizorr. 
No. 1.(C)—Fifth separate Article of the 
Treaty of Concert between His Majesty 
‘aid the Emperor of Russia, signed at St. 
* Petersburgh, 14th April (March 39) 1805. 
‘»>*His maj. the emperor of all. the Rus- 
sias, engages also to march as soon as pos- 
sible, an army of not less than 60,000 men 
to'the frentiers of Austria, -and also ano- 
ther of not less. than 80,000 men to the 
Prussian frontiers, ‘to be ready to co-ope- 
igle'with the said courts, in the proportion 
stablished by the treaty of concert signed 
day, and to support them respectively 
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in' case they should be attacked by France, 
who might suppose them to be engaged in 
some negociation tending towards an ob- 
ject contrary to. her views; but it. is un- 
derstood, that, independently of. the 


115,000 men, which his imperial maj. of 


all the Russias will cause to act. against 

the French, he will keep bodies of reserve 

and observation upon his frontiers.—It is 
moreover agreed, that as the forces pro- 
mised by his maj. the emperor of all the 

Russias shall all, or in part, quit the fron- 

tiers of his.empire, his Brit. maj. will pay 

them the subsidies, at the rate established 
by the present treaty of concert, until 
the return of the said forces to their homes ; 
and moreover, the equivalent of three 
months of subsidy as a premiere. mise en 
campagne.—The Russian troops already 
stationed: at the Seven Islands, or which 
may be intended to be transported thither, 
will not enjoy the advantage of the sub- 
sidies, and of the premiere mise en camm®. 
pagne, stipulated in the present art. before” 
the day of their leaving the Seven Islands, 

to commence their operations against the 

French.—This separate art. shall have the 

same force and validity as if it were ine 

serted, word for word, in the treaty of 
concert signed this day, and shall be rati- 
fied at the same time.—In witness whereof, 
we the undersigned, by virtue of our full 
powers, have signed the present separate 
art., and have affixed thereto the seals of 
our arms.—Done at St. Petersburgh, the 
11th of April (80th March) 1805.: Signed, 

G. L. Gower. Apam Prince Czartos 

RYSKI. NicoLas DE Novossi.zorr. 

No. 1. (D)—Sixth separate Article of the 
Treaty of Concert between His Majesty 
and the Emperor of Russia, signed at St. 
Petersburgh, 11th April (30th March) 
1805. 

His maj. the king of the united king- 
dom of G, Britain-and Ireland,-and_ his 
maj. the emperor of all the Russias, being 
disposed to form an’ energetic concert, 
with the sole view of insuring to Europe 
a lasting and solid peace, founded upon 
the principles of justice, equity; and the 
law of nations, by which they are constant» 
ly guided, are aware of the necessity of 
a mutual understanding, at this time, 
upon several principles, which ‘they will 
evince, in pursuance of @ previous concett 
as soon as the events of the. war may 
render it aecessary.—These principles are, 
in no degree, to controul the public dpi- 








nion in France, or in any other countries, 


where the combined armies may carry on 
their operations, with respect to the form 
of government which it may be proper to 
adopt ; nor to appropriate to themaelves, 
till a peace should be concluded, any of the 
conquests made by one or the other of the 
belligerent parties; and to take possession 
of the towns and territories, which may be 
wrested from the common enemy, iu the 
name of the country or states, to which, by 
acknowledged right, they belong, and in all 
other cases, in the name of all the members 
of the league; and, finally, to assemble, at 
the termination of the war, a geveral con- 
tess, to discuss and fix the provisions of 
fre law of nations, on a more determined 
basis, than unfortunately has hitherto been 
at caer ; and to insure their observance, 
y the establishment of a federative system, 
-€alculated upon the situation of the dif- 
ferent states of Europe.—This separate art. 
Shall have the same force and validity, as 
if it were inserted, word for word, in the 
featy.of concert signed this day, and shall 
Tatified at the same time.—In witness 
whereof, we the undersigned, by virtue of 
our full powers, have signed the present 
separate art., and have affixed thereto the 
seals of ‘our arms.—Done at St, Peters-. 
burgh, the 11th April (30th March) 18053. 
—Signed, G. L.Gowrr. Apam Prince 
Czarrorysks. Nicotas pg Novossii- 
ZORE. 
No. 1. (E)—Eighth separate Article. 
. It being possible that the bias which the 
French govt. tries to give to the councils 
of the different states of :urope, may de- 
termipe ope or other, of those states. to 
throw obstacles.in the way of the attain- 
meut of the salutary eflects which are the 
Objects of the present. concert, and even 
to have recourse to hostile measures 
against one of the high contracting parties, 
in spite of their endeavours to establish 


= 
in 
emperor of all the Russias, agree to make 
common cause against every power, which, 
by the employment of its forces, or by too 
intimate an union with France, may pre- 
tend to raise essential obstacles to the 
Gevelonerpant of those measures wifich the 
igh contracting parties may have to take, 
int order to attain. the object proposed by 
the present concert. This separate art. 
Il have the same force and validity, a9 
if it were inserted, word for swogd, ip, the. 
tresty of concert.signed, this day, and 
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an equitable and permanent order of things | 
eee his Brit, maj. and. hig maj. the} 


€ 


(ie 


witness whereof, we the undersigned, by 
virtue of our full powers, have signed the 
present separate article, and have affixed 
thereto the seals of our arms. Done at” 
St, Petersburgh, the 1 1th April (30th March) 
1805.--Signed, G. L. Gower. Apay 
Paince Czartopyski. NIcoLas DE No» 
VOSSILZOFF. ’ 
No. I. (F)—Eleventh separate Article,. 
The high contracting parties, ackngwe 
ledging the necessity of supporting the prox 
positions of peace, which it is their inten. 
tion to make to Buonaparte by energetig 
demonstrations, have resolved to invitg 
his imperial and royal apostolic maj. to 
put his armies in a state of readiness for 
actin, without delay, by completing their 
nupgbers, and by concentrating them in 
the neighbourhood of the borders of Frange, 
His Brit. maj. considering the extrgordi. 
nary expences which this measure wil} 
render necessary, promises and engages to 
furnish to his imperial and royal maj. ims 
mediately after his accession to the present 
concert, the sum of one million of pounds 
sterling, for premiére mise en te 
which the king of the united kingdom of 
G. Britain and Ireland wil) not reclaim, 
int case the negociations for peace should 
ibe crowned with success, provided tiih 
in @ contrary .event, Austria would takg 
the field immediately.—This separate 
art. shall have the same force and. validi 
as if it were inserted, word for word, in the 
treaty of concert signed this day, and shall 
be ratified at the same time.—-Jn. wit 
whereof, we the undessigned, by virtue 
our full powers, have signed the preseit 
separate art., and have affixed thereto the 
‘seals of our arms,—Dene at St. Peters 


\burgh, the 11th of April (S0th Mash) 


'1805.—-Sigued, G. L. Gowen, ADsh 
Paince Czantorysgi. NICOLAS DE 
NovossiLaorr. 

No, 1. (G)—Seperate and Secret Articlt 

Although the high contracting z 
-haye agreed by the first separate article 
the treaty of concert, established thisday 
between them, that Austria and. Sweden 
shall not partake of the advantages. of the 
said concert, but in the event of their:bring 
ing their forces into action against —_ 
4 months after its signature, by virtue a 
itheir engagements with his maj. the: 
peror of all the Russias ; yet. his Brit, ma 
considering the advantage te. the, fut 
security. of Europe, which, results, 
union. similar to, that formed by. 
the emperors of all, the Russias, with. 





shall be ratified et the same. mensions 
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‘shall be ratified: at the same time.—In 


virtue of our full powers, have signed the 


. Word, in, the aforementioned concert, and 


gajasties: the emperor of Germeny, and 
a of Sweden, for. the purpose. of 


opposing the..further encroachments - of] . 


yonaparte, promises to fulfil the stipula- 
tiong.of the present concert, in the same 

towards either.of those powers, if, in 
the course of the year 1805, both-orone of 
them should bring their forces into action 
ggainst, France, in virtue of their éngage- 
ments with his maj. the emperor of all the 
Russias, —-This separate and secret art. 
shall have the same force and validity, as 
if it were inserted, word for word, in the 
treaty of the concert signed this day, and 


witness whereof, we the undersigned, m 


wesent separate and secret art., and have 
efixed thereto the seals of our arms.— 
Done. at St. Petersburgh, the 11th April 
(80th March) 1805.—Signed, G.L.Gowzr. 
Apam Prince Czartoryski. Nicouas 
pz Novossiuzorr. 

No. 1. (H)—Additional Article. 

His maj. the emperor of all the Russias, 
having, in pursuance of his sincere desire 
to insure success to the enterprise, con- 
certed against France, determined, in case 
the circumstances should require it, to 

ygment the forces which he has promised’ 
rig into action, to an hundred and 

ighty thousand men, his maj. the king of 
the united kingdom of G. Britain and Ire- 
land, promises, and engages to pay, in that 
case, to bis.imperiel maj, of all the Russias, 
for the troops which he may thus add to} 
the 115,000 already agreed upon, a sub- 
sidy and a premi¢re mise en campagne, at the 
same. rate as is agreed by the fifth separate 
article of the treaty of concert, established 
between his maj. the king of the united 
kingdom. of G. Britain and Ireland, and 
big maj. the emperor of all the Russias, the 
30th March (11th April) 1805.—This ad- 
ditional article shall have the same force 
and validity ag if it were inserted, word for 


shell be ratified by the two high contract- 
ing powers; and the ratjfications shall be 
in the space of ten, weeks, or 

ye if, possible.—In witness whereof, 
ea undersigned plenipotentiaries have 
tigned. the same, and have affixed to it the 
seals of their arms.—Done. at St. Peters- 
orgh, the 10th May (28th April) 1805.— 
.G, L. Gowzr, Avam Prince 
RORYsHI, Nicouas DE Novossit- 


wt getlaaen : 
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fx 
of Concert, signed at St. Petersburgh, the 


11th April, 1805. 

His maj. the emperor of all the Russias; 
purposing: to concert measures with the 
court of Vienna,-by which considerable 
Russian armies may be approximated to 
the frontiers of Fratice, by crossing the 
Austrian and Prussian territories, while 
is declared that the object of these moves 
ments is to obtain securities for the couti~ 
nent, promises and engages to his Brit. majs 
in bis own name, and in that of bis allies; — 
that, should even circumstances requité, 
that at the moment when the Russiaa 
troops began their march, they should de- 
clare that this movement was in no way 
connected with an existing concert with his 
Brit. maj. but that the powers of the con- 
tinent reclaim the fulfilment by France of 
her immediate engagements with them, yet 
as soon as the war shall have brdéken oat, 
they will no longer pursue a particular ob 
ject, but that which has been determined 
by the concert of the 30th’ March (11th 
April), with all the clauses incorporated 
with it.—In return for this assurance, his 
Brit. maj. promises and engages, in the 
first place, to fulfil towards the emperor of 
all the Russias the stipulations of the above. 
mentioned concert, inall their parts, essoon 
as the war shall have broken out betwee 
Russia and France, and especially to furs 
nish for the Russian troops the subsidies 
agreed upon, payable from the day on 
which they shall have quitted the frontiers 
of the empire, and moreover, the three 
months stipulated subsidy, under the name 
of premiere mise en campagne; with this 
condition, nevertheless, that however long 
may be the term between the epoch of the 
departure of the Russian troops from their 
frontiers, and that of the commencement 
of hostilities, his Brit. maj. shall not be 
bound to pay Russia for that interval more 
than six months subsidy at the most, the 
premicre mise en campagne being therein 
comprised.——In the second? place, to fulfil, 
with regard/to Austria, all the stipulations 
of the above-mentioned concert, and espes 
cially all that relates to the subsidies, as 
soon as the ainbassador of his imperiaband 
royal majesty shall have’ signed‘ the act of 
accession of his court; and; lastly, im-the 
third place, to pay in the like manner to dig 
other allies of Russia, who shall: assistim 
this enterprise (except in the'case of special 
arrangements), the subsidies which have 
been: allotted for them by the above-mens 
tioned concert, and on the conditionpsheres 





ai] 


in specifted.—This additional art.- shall 
havé ‘the same force and validity, as if it 
were inserted; word for word, in the above- 
mentioned concert, and shall be ratified by 
the two high contracting parties, and. the 
ratifications exchanged at St. Petersburgh, 
inthe’ space of: six weeks, or sooner, if 
possible.—In faith of which, the under- 
signed plenipotentiaries lave signed it, and 
have affixed thereto the seal of their arms, 
-—Done at St. Petersburgh, the 12th July 
(24th) 1805.—(Signed) G. L.. Gower. 
Apam Prince CzaRTORYSKI. 
No. Ili (A)—Preliminary Declaration: of 
‘Count Stadion, to Lord Granville Leveson 

‘Gower, dated at St. Petersburgh, 28th 

July (9th Aug.) 1805. 

The undersigned ambassador extra. and 
plenipotentiary of his imperial and royal 
apostolic maj. by order of his august sove- 
eign, after having invited his exc. the am- 
bassador of G. Britain, to join with him in 
the preliminary declarations which he has 
exchanged this day, with his exc. the prince 
of-Czartoryski, has, moreover, declared as 
follows :—His imperial and royal apostolic 

j. in acceding to the treaty concluded 
onthe 30th March (11th April) 1805, and 
subsequently ratified by the courts of Lon- 
don and St. Petersburgh, under the reserva- 
tions, modifications, and demands, as an- 
gnounced in the above-mentioned prelimi- 
nary declarations, limits the pecuniary suc- 
cours, whick he expects from his maj. the 
king of G. Britain, for the current year, 
1805, to-three millions sterling; of which 
sum one’ million and a balf is to be consi- 
dered as premiére mise en campagne; and as 
such, is to be furnished with as:little delay 
as possible ;.and the other million anda 
half as-subsidies, to be paid in equal month- 
ly payments, until the last day of the year. 

ese subsidies, as well as'one million of 
the sum appointed for premiére mise en cam- 
pagne, are to be furnished to his imperial 
maj. and shall remain in his possession, 
eventhough the vigorous demonstrations, 
in which bis forces are actually employed, 
should ‘not terminate in hostilities, but 
should lead, by the way of negociation, to 
the establishment of peace. Moreover, as 
these armed demonstrations afford the 
t and ‘most efficacious aid, for the 
promotion of the object of the concert, to 
which his imperial and royal apostolic maj. 
has acceded, he expects, that, as long as 
they'shall continue, the subsidy shall like-| 
wise continue to be paid, in the same man-} 
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in as. sufficient, and that he expressly re. 





ner, as if his armies were employed “ 
1. ' 
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actual war, and that for the year 1806yang 
the subsequent: years, in‘ consideration%g. 
the great number of troops: which he'isgps | 
posing to the common eneiny; ‘the sulisidy . 
shall be increased to’ the sum of fourm: 
lions sterling, payable in the same manner’ 
as is stated above, until the return’of*the:! 
regiments into the hereditary dominiéngics.. 
His exc. the ambassador of G. Britain-hays. 
ing declared that the instructions and pre 
cise orders of his court precluded hit from: 
acceding without restriction, to the above 
mentioned demands, and having engaged; 
by a preliminary act, exchanged against’ 
the present, in the name’ of his Brit, maj; - 
to stipulations which differ from them cons 
siderably, as well with regard to the sum). 
as to the terms of the propositions «made. 
in the name of his imperial and royal'apod. 
stolic maj.—The undersigned acceptS'thig. 
act, given in by the ambassador of England} 
but he declares at the same time, that he- 
oes not consider the sum stipulated there 
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serves for his court the power of reclaims: 
ing to this effect, and of effectuating the 
fulfilment of its demands.—In transmitting 
this preliminary declaration, which is tobe 
in the place, and have the validity ’of the: 
most solemn treaty, to his exc. the ambass: 
sador of his maj. the king of G. Britain, ie 
is authorised to declare to him, at the sameé- 
time, that he is ready to proceed: imme- 
diately, on these same bases, to the com 
clusion of the formal act of accession‘of 
Austria, to the concert of 30th of March: 
(11th of April).—These® presents shall be 
ratified by the respective courts in as’shoft 
a time as is possible.—In faith of which; thé 
undersigned, by virtue of the full/powett 
of his imperial and royal apostolic’ ma, 
has signed the present preliminary declare 
tion, and has affixed thereto the sealofhiy 
arms. Done at St. Petersburgh, the 28th 
of July (9th of Aug.) 1805. (LSP 
PHILLIPPE, Comte dé Stadion, id 
No. Il. (B.)—Declaration of Count Statin 

to Prince Czartoryski, dated Petersburgh 

28th July (9th August), 1805. °° * 

The undersigned ‘ambassador ‘extf. aiid’ 
plenip. of his imperial and_royal'apostolt 
maj., being especially authorised by i 
emperor, his august master, declares il 
answer to the: declaration which ‘has beg) 
delivered to him by his exc. the print 
Czartoryski, of this day’s date as follow? 
1. His imperial and royal maj. in accep 
ing the different articles announced int} 
declaration, accedes te the concert om 
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“sluded between the courts of St. Peters- {ster for foreign affairs of his maj. the em- 

sand London, the 30th March (11thjperor of all the Russias. Done at: St. 

il) of this year, as well as to the: last| Petersburgh, the 9th Aug. (28th July) 1805. 
which the Russian ministry has caused [ Signed, J. PHitipPx, count de Stadion. 

tobe presented at Vienna. His maj. pro-| No. Il. (C)—Copy of the. Declaration dea. 

miges'to fulfil the engagements thereof,| livered by Prince Czartoryski to the Am- 


= with thesexception of the modifications;| bassador Count de Stadion, on the 28th 
au. . clauses, and demands, included in the dif- July (9th Aug.) 1805, Fe 
pave. © ferent official pieces to which his imperial _ The undersigned minister’ for foreign 
nee maj. of Russia has given his consent in the affairs, being authorised to that effect by his 
tom. preliminary declaration, which will be taken | maj. the emperor of all the Russias, declares 
aves ag the’ basis of the concert of measures} to hisexc. the ambassador count de Sta- 
sed, which'Austria and Russia are to employ | dion, as follows: 1. The several observa- 
bad, nthe attainment of their object. —2. His} tions and proposals announced by the court 

if imperial and royal maj. engages to execute, | of Vienna, in the preliminary declaration 


- without delay, the military arrangement] delivered bythe vice-chancellor of the court 
upon’at Vienna, the 16th of July,| and state, count de Cobentzel, to the am- 

as-well-for the armed demonstration which | bassador count de Razoumofsky, on the 

is to'facilitate the negociation, as for the}7th of July, are assumed by his maj.. the 
‘operations against the enemy, which may emperor of all-the Russias, to. serve asa 
entué; in, the confidence and certain ex-| basis for the concert of measures between 
pectation, that the present preliminary | the court of Russia, and those of. Vienna 

: ment shall be unexceptionably and and of London. In like manner, the.mo- 
literally: fulfilled, and that the definitive difications proposed therein by his imperial 
agreementshall be concluded withoutdelay,}and royal maj. for the regulation of the 
and on the same basis between the three | affairs of the continent, are also adopted, im 
powers,—3. His imperial and royal .maj. | case of there being reason to hope that war 
engages, as soon as the whole or a part of} may be avoided by means of negocia- 

the Russian troops shall have passed their} tion,—2. His majesty the emperor of alk 
frontiers, not to treat for peace but on the} the Russias confirms the military arrange- 
basis which his maj. has himself acknow-|} ments detailed in the protecel of confer- 

. ledged to be indispensable for the safety of} ences held between the general baron de 
Europe ; and if hostilities shall take place, } Wintzingerode on one side, and the prince 
to‘make neither a peace nor a truce, but} de Schwarzenberg and general Mack on the 

_ with the consent of the allies, according to| other, and which was_signed the 16th of 
the stipulations of the concert of the 30th} July. And bis imperial maj. engages stri¢t- 
March (1ith.of April) of this year.—The | ly to fulfil the whole of the measures there- 
yndersigned, in delivering the present pre-| in arranged.—3. His majesty the emperor 
liminary declaration, which is to be in the} of all the Russias engages, moreover, to: 
place; and.toshave the validity of the most | endeavour to prevail on his Brit. maj. .to 
solemn act, to his exc. the prince Czar-| consent to the modifications and demands 
toryski, is authorised to announce to him, | contained in the paper intitled, ‘* Remarks 

at the same time, that he is ready to pro-| on some particular objects of the conven 
ceed, immediately, to the conclusion of} tion signed between the courts of Peters. 

the formal act of accession of the court of | burgh and London, the 30th March (11th 
Yienna-to the concert of the 30th March| April) of this year.”—4, His maj. the em-. 
(lth. April). —The present. declaration, | peror of all the Russias promises to use his: 

and that delivered to the undersigned by} best endeavours to engage his Brit. maj. to 
his-exe, the prince Czartoryski, shall be| grant the total amount of the subsidiary de- 
ratified by the-respective sovereigns, in the} mands made by the court of Vienna; with 
least-possible time, and the ratifications] this condition, nevertheless, that in case 
shall be exchanged at St. Petersburgh.—| his imperial maj. notwithstanding all his 
Infaith of which, the undersigned, ambas-| exertions, should fail in the attempt, this 

/@ ‘sdorextrand plenip. of his imperial and} circumstance shall occasion no essential 
i toyal apostolic maj, has signed the present | change in the measures concerted. between 
4 declaration,-has caused to be affixed there-| Russia and Austria.—5. His maj. the em- 
Pia ‘the sealof his arme, and has exchanged | peror of all the Russias engages, as soon . 
nthe “Against the declaration, signed this day,}as the whole or a part of the Russian. 
oom by hivesc. prince Czarteryski, joint mini-| troops shall have passed their frontiers, net - 
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te treat for peace but upon. those bases 
which, his imperial maj. bas himself ac- 
knowledged to be indispensible for the 
safety of Europe; and when the war shall 
have broken out, to make neither a peace 
" por. trace without the consent of the 
allies, according,to the stipulations.of the 
concert of the 30th March (31th April) 
of this.year.—The undersigned, in deliver- 
ing this prelimmary declaration, which is 
tobe: in the place and have the validity of 
the most:solemn act, to the ambassador of 
Austria, is authorised to announce to him, 
at the same time, that he is ready to pro- 
ceed: immediately on these bases to the 
conclusion of the formal act of accession of 
‘ the-court.of Vienna to the concert of the 
80th, March. (11th April).—The present 
declaration, and that delivered in returo 
‘by the ambassador; count de Stadion, shall 
be ratified: by the respective sovereigns, in 
the. shortest possible-term, and the ratifi- 
cations exchanged at St. Petersburgh.—In 
faith of which, the undersigned joint mini- 
ater for foreign affairs has signed: the pre- 
sent declaration, has caused the seal of his 
arms: to. be affixed thereto, and.has ex- 
ebanged:it: against the declaration signed 
this day by his:exc. the count de Stadion. 
Done.at St. Petersburgh: the 26th July 
(Oth: Aug.) 1805, (Signed) Le Prince 
Apam' DE CZaRTORYSKI. 
Noi Li. (D)—Declaration of . Prince 
Qzartoryski' to. Lord G..L. Gower, dated 
Sts Retersburgh, 28th July (9th Aug.) 
~ 180% ‘ 

... "Phe: undersigned, joint minister for 
foreign affairs, being authorised to that ef- 
feet by: his: majesty the emperor of all the 
Rossias, declares to -his-exc. the ambassa- 
der; Ivord’G. L. Gower, as follows:—1. 
The undersigned has: this day exchanged 
witlp his: exc. the ambassador of Austria, 
the declarations; of which copies are ‘hereto 
annexed .--@: His:maj. the emperor of all 
the: Russias; expects- that: the: ambassador 
of England-will agreey in the name of his: 
court, without! reserve; to their contents; 
and that'ifbe do not consider himself sufti- 
ciently authorised ‘thereto, he will express;. 
ima formaldeclaration, the several points'to- 
which’ he:can immediately .assent.—3; The’ 
undersigned is authorised ‘to exchange: this 
declaration against that which shall be-deli- 
vered te-him by his-exc: lord 'G; L. Gower. 
—Thepresent déclaration, and thatdeliver- 
ed :increturn.by the-ambassador of England; 
whichare tobe: inthe »placetand® tov have: 
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be ratified by their respective: 
and the ratifications exchanged at St, Py 
tersburgh:in the shortest possible teria, 
In faith of which, the undersigned, joite 
ministers for foreign affairs, has signed the 
present declaration, has caused to be af; 
fixed: to it the seal of his. arms, \gy4 
has exchanged it against the declaratigy 
signed this day by his exc. the arb, 
sador of England.: Done at St. Peters, 
burgh, -the 28th of July, 1805. Aingy 
Prince CzAnronryskt. 
No. I. (E)—Declaration signed: by: his Mas 
Jjesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, 
and delivered to Prince Czartoryski andts 
Gount de Stadion, 9th Aug. 1805. ' 
The undersigned ambassador extr, and 
plenip. of his Brit. maj. having: been. invis 
ted by his exc. the prince Czartoryski, joint 
minister for foreign affairs, and. the count 
de Stadion, ambassador extr. and pleniy, 
of his imperial, royal, and apestolic maji:tg 
accede to the declarations reciprocallyey 
changed between the two imperial couttson 
this day, the 9th of August, in’ virtuetof 
his. full powers, declares as follows ~The 
Several observations and proposalsexpress 
ed by the court of Vienna, in the prelims 
unary: declaration delivered by the: vice 
chaneellor of the court and state; the'count 
de Cobentzel, to the ambassador counthe 
zoumoufsky, on the7th of July, and ‘inthe 
mémoire raisonné of the 21st-of Julyyar 
assumed by his majesty the king” oft the 
united kingdom of Great Britain and Ire 
land, &c. &c. to serve’ as a. basis! for the 
concert’ of measures between’ the: thfet 
courtsiof London, Vienna, and P 
and the moditications proposed therein, for 
the regulation of the affairsvof the conti 
nent, are in like manner adopted; in*caw 
there should be reason to hope that wif 


tion—The British ambassador, while’ lit 
declares'that his’ positive instructions!pre 
clude him from: acceding to the pecuniaty 
demands of the court of Vienna; engages, 
iw the name: of his: sovereign, that! ti 
«monthly subsidies agreed to by the concett 
of the: 30th of March (11th April), shall 
payable from the Ist-of Oct. 18035; bee® 


possible delay, the equivalent of it 
miere: mise-en campagne, with: thie expres, 


condition, that his! Brit, maj..may' 
whatever payments shall have been ma 








the.validity of the. most’ solemn-act,-s 





im favour of his imperial and royalmajeye 
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ditional article of the above-mentioned 
treaty, whether as premiere mise en cam- 

¢, of as current subsidy, in case 
that the negociations, which are about to 
beset on foot by the French government, 
do not terminate in war.——He declares, 
moreover, that if the said negociations shall 
not be brought to a conclusion before the 
$ist:day of December, 1805, the expira- 
tion of the first three months shall be the 
term of the payments, which are to be con- 
tinged monthly, until the commencement 
of hostilities. —His imperial and royal maj. 
having engaged to embody an armed force 


of notless than $20,000 men, the under- 


signed consents, that the advances to be 
made, under the head of premiere mise en 


‘campagne, shall be paid according to this 


calculation, with this condition neverthe- 
jess; that if, contrary to all expectation, 
the Austrian armies do not amount to the 
force above specified, his Brit. maj. may 
deduct from this payment a sum propor- 
tionate to the numbers that are wanting. 
——The British ambassador cannot con- 
sent to the modifications and demands con- 
tained in the paper, intituled, ‘* Remarks 
on'some particular objects of the Copven- 
tion, signed bétween the courts of Peters- 
burgh and of London, the 30th of March, 
(ist'of April)” ‘of this year; es he has 
hitherto’received no instructions from his 
courty' which authorise him to accede to 
sich demands.—The British ambassador 
aecepts the accession of his maj. the em- 
peror and. king, under the conditions speci- 


fied:in the preliminary declarations ex-' 


changed this day between the plenipoten- 
tiaries of their imperial and royal majesties, 
with this formal reservation, that this ac- 
ceptation shall not be considered as valid, 
nor the above-mentioned engagements 


_ obligatory, unless tle court of Vienna shall, 


on'their side; conform themselves to the 
whole of the stipulations of the said act. 
—The undersigned, in delivering to his 
exe. prince Czartoryski (count de Stadion) 
the’ present preliminary declaration which 
is to’ be in the place, and have the validity 
ofthe most solemn treaty, is authorised to 
athounée to him at the same time, that he 
Steady to proceed immediately on these 
bases, to the conclusion of the formal act 
of accession of the court of Vienna to the 


|, Concert of the 30th March (11th April).— 


‘presents shall be ratified by the re- 
spective courts, in the shortest possible 
erm.——In witness whereof, the under- 
tigned, by virtue of the full powers of his 
‘Vou. VI, Appendix. 
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Brit. maj., has signed the presént prelimi 
nary declatation, and has affixed’ thereto 
the seal of his arms. Done at St. Peters- 

burgh, the 28th July (9th Aug.), 1805. 

(L. 8.) G. L. ‘Gower. - 

No. Il].—Preliminary and Secret Conten- 
tion between his Maj. and the King of 
Sweden, signed at Stockholm, 3d Dec. 
1804, 

His maj. the king of the united king- 
dom of Gt. Brit. and Ireland, and his maj. 
the king of Sweden, being animated with a 
mutual desire to strengthen and draw 
closer the ties of friendship and harmony, 
which so happily exist between the two 
courts, having thought proper, with this 
view, to regulate, by a preliminary and se- 
cret convention, certain points of their mu. 
tual interests, relative to the present si- 
tuation of affairs ; their said majesties have 
named for that purpose, his maj. the. king of 
the united kingdom of G. Brit. and Ireland, 
the sieur Henry Pierrepont his envoy extr. 
and minister plenip., and his maj. the king 
of Sweden, the sieur Frederick, d’Ehren- 
heim, president of his chancery, and coms 
mander of his order of the polar star, who, 
after having reciprocally communicated 
their full powers, have agreed upon thé 
following articles:—Art. I. His Brit. maj. 
in order to enable his Swedish maj. more 
effectually to provide for the defence of 
Stralsund, against any attack whatever on 
the part of the French, engages to pay, 
once for all, the sum of 60,000/. sterling, 
which is to be appropriated solely to that 
purpose; this sum shall be remitted in 
three payments, at the interval of a month 
between’ each, the first of which is to be- 
come due upon the ratifications of this con- 
vention being exchanged. — Art. IT. His 
maj. the king of Sweden engages, so long 
as the war between Sweden and France 
continues, or during the space of 18 months 
for the least, to permit the establishment 
of a depét in Swedish Pomerania, either at 
Stralsund, or in the island of Rugen, or in 
both those places, for the corps of Hano- 
verians, which his Brit. maj. shall be de- 
sirous of raising there.—Art. III. The offi- 
cers appointed to raise the said levies, 
shall be allowed to clothe, arm, and victual 
then, to form them into battalions, and to 
remove them out of Swedish Pomerania 
into such places, and in such proportions, 
as his Brit. maj. shall-judge proper.—Art. 
IV. The stipulations of the two preceding 
articles being founded on the principle 
that Sweden is actually a declared belli- 





b 
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gerent party, it is understood that the 


said articles If. and III. are to be sus-} 


pended in ‘their operations until — bis 
Swedish maj. shall find himself, by the 
return of the open season, in a situation 
to send additional reinforcements, into 
Pomerania, insomuch that wo measure 
relative to these dispositions can be ad- 
opted before that time.—Art.V. His maj. 
the king of Sweden engages, moreover, to 
grant to the subjects of his Brit. maj, during 
the continuance of the war between G. 
Brit. and France, the right of an entrepot at 
Stralsund, for all the articles of the growth, 
produce; and merchandize, as well of G. 
Brit. as of her colonies, shipped in British 
or Swedish vessels. All such articles in- 
tended for re-exportation, whether by sea 
or land, shall only pay a duty of three quar- 
ters. per cent. ad valorem; and those for 
consumption, suchduties only as are actually 
established at the port of Stralsund with re« 
spect to the most favoured nations. A more 
detailed arrangement of this branch of com- 
merce, as likewise of other points whereby 
the commercial interests of the two nations 
might be more closely connected, is to be 
reserved for a particular act.—Art, VI. His 
maj. the king of the united kingdom of 
G, Brit. and Ireland, and bis maj. the king 
of Sweden, mutually engage. to ratify the 
presentact,and the ratifications thereof shall 
be exchanged in the space of six weeks, or 
sooner if possible, to be computed from the 
day .of its signature. In witness whereof, 
we the undersigned, furnished with the full 
powers of our respective sovereigns, have 
signed the present convention, and have 
thereunto affixed the seals of our arms. 

Done at Stockholm, the 3d of Dec. 1804. 

(Was signed) Henar Pizrrrront. I. 

D’EHRENHEIM. 

No, 1V.—Conzention between his Maj. and 
the King of Sweden, signed at Helsingborg 
the 31st Aug. 1805. 

His maj. the king of the united kingdom 
of G. Brit. and Ireland, and his maj. the 
king of Sweden, animated with equal de- 
sire to contribute, by all the means which 
Providence has placed at their disposal, to 
put an end to the misfortunes which disturb 
the peace of Europe, and particularly con- 
vinced of the urgency of securing the for- 
tified places in the north of Germany 

- against all hostile enterprise, have agreed 
to enter into stipulations for that purpose, 
by.a separate convention, in addition to the 
preliminary and secret one concluded be- 
tween them on the 3dof Dec. last ; for which 
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purpose, their said majesties have choseg 
and named for their plenipotentiaries, yig, 
his maj, the king of the united kingdom of 
G. Brit. and freland, the hon. Hepp 
Pierrepont, his envoy extra. and minister 
plenipo. with his Swedish maj., and his maj 
the king of Sweden, the sieur John Chri 
topher baron de Toll, a lord of the king. 
dom of Sweden, gove-gen. of the duchy of 
Seania, gen, of cavalry in his armies, chief 
of the reg. of carbineers of Scania, knight 
and commander of his orders, aud knight 
of allthe Russian orders j who have agreed 
upon the following articles —Art. 1, The 
preliminary and secret convention cop. 
cluded between the two sovereigns ‘on $4 
Dec. 1804is renewed, and shall continyg 
in full force and validity during the period 
bereinafter specified in art. VIL—Art, I], 
his maj. the king of G. Brit. conceiving 
that the object stated in the preamble'cay. 
not be more completely attained, with te 
spect to Swedish Pomerania, than by main 
taining the fortress of Stralsund in ate 
spectable state of defence, in order to pre- 
serve a rallying point and place of retreat 
for the forces of the allied powers, andep 
pecially for the troops of the emperor ofall 
the Russias, in case his imper. maj. should 
be desirous of landing his forces at that 
place, in order to co-operate in the gene 
ral plan, engages to pay monthly the sum 
ot 1800/. sterling for every 1000: menal 
regular trgops, with which his Swedish 
maj. shall reinforce the usual garrisong 
the city of Stralsund.—Art. III. A garrison 
of 8000 men in the whole being deemed 
sufficient for the defence of this place,and 
the usual garrison, including the burghet 
militia, amounting to upwards of 4000; it 
is understood, that the reinforcementspoke 
of im the preceding article, shall’ not 
ceed 4000 men of regular troops, so thit 
the subsidies to be furnished by his ma, 
the king of G. Brit. will amount tod 
sum of. 7200/. sterling per month.-Am 
IV, The payment of the above-mentiond 
subsidies shall be made before the endd) 
every month,and shal] be computed from! 
first day of July last, for the Swedish trog 
amounting to 1500 men, actually in Sink 
sund, and for the reinforcements Wi 
may arrive there from the day of landing: 
Art. V. ‘The, two high contracting, pats 
not having been able to agree. upon thee 
penses of transport, his maj. the sing) 
Sweden, desirous of affording a convind 
proof of his wish to contribute to th 





cess of the common cause, engages W | 
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the sole charge of conveying to Pomerania 

thetroops which are to be sent there, in 

rsuance of the present convention, and 
not to require any thing for their return.— 

Art. VI. His maj. the emperor of all the 

Russias having signified his desire to land a 

of his troops in Pomerania, his Swe- 

dish maj. engages, in consequence of the 
nt-convention, to afford every facility 

in his power to such disembarkation, and 
moreover to enter into particular stipula- 
: tions with his imperial maj. on that bead. 

—Art. VII. As the conditions of the ob- 

ligations contained in the articles I. & II. 

of the preliminary and secret convention, 

limit the enjoyment of the privileges there- 
: jn granted to the king of G. Britain, to the 
duration of the war between Sweden and 

France, or to the period of eighteen months 

forthe least, and his Britannic maj. not 

having availed himself of the stipulations 
of the above-mentioned two articles, his 
maj. the king of Sweden engages to extend 
them. as long as the subsidies fixed by the 
present convention, shall be discharged by 
G. Brit.,,and whilst that power shall conti- 
nuethe war against France, in conjunction 
with Russia.—Art. VIII. The ratitication 
ofthe present convention shall be exchan- 
ged at Stockholm, within six weeks, or 
sooner, if possible.—In witness whereof, 
we the undersigned, in virtue of our powers, 
have signed the present convention, and 
have aflixed thereto the seals of our arms. 

Done at Helsingborg, the 31st of Aug. 1805. 

{Was signed) Henry Prenreront. J.C. 

Baron. pe Tour. 

No. IV. (A)—Act of Guarantee by the Em- 
peror of Russia, of the Convention signed 
at Helsingborg, on the 3d of Dec, 1804. 

A convention having been concluded 
this day, by the intervention of his maj. 
the emperor of all the Russias, between 
his maj. the king of the united kingdom of 

G. Brit. and Ireland, and his maj. the 

king of Sweden, to provide for the rein- 

forcement of the garrison of Stralsund, in 
pursuance of the secret and preliminary con- 
vention of the 3d of Dec. 1804; the two 
high contracting parties have amicably re- 
quested his imperial maj. to consent to gua- 
rantee the execution of so desirable an ob- 
ject. His maj. the emperor of all the Rus- 

sias has accordingly willingly agreed to a 

measure which tends solely to so salutary 

4n end ; and having thereunto furnished us 
with. his full powers, we the undersigned 

voy extra, and minister plenip. of his im- 

perial majesty, declare and assure by this 
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present act, in virtue of our full powers, 
that his maj. the emperor of all the Russias 
guarantees the convention, which has been 
signed this day, between his maj, the king 
of the united kingdom of G. Brit. and Tre- 
land, and his maj. the king of Sweden, in 
all its extent, as well with the two separate 
articles which are annexed to it, and which 
form part of the same, as of all other con- 
ditions, clauses, and stipulations, which are 
contained therein, in the best possible form; 
and that his imperial maj. will cause to be 
forwarded and delivered, the particular ra- 
tifications of this act of guarantee. In faith 
of which, we have signed the present act, 
and have caused the seal of our arms to be 
thereto affixed, and have exchanged it 
against the acts of acceptation; as shall 
be likewise exchanged the ratifications of 
the present act against the ratifications of 
the said acts: of acceptation, in the space 
of six. weeks, or sooner, if possible. Done 

at Helsingborg this 3st day of Aug. 1805, 

D, ALOPEUS. 

No. IV. (B)—Acceptance by his maj. of the 
Russian Guarantee to the Treaty of Hel 
sinborg, of 31st Aug. 1805. 

A convention having been concluded 


this day, by the intervention of his maj. 


the emperor of all the Russias, between his 
maj. the king of the united kingdom of G. 
Brit. and Ireland, and his maj. the king off 
Sweden, to provide for the reinforcement 
of the garrison of Stralsund, in pursuance 
of the secret and preliminary convention of 
the 3d of Dec. 1804; and his said imperial 
maj. having also granted, at the request of 
the high contracting parties a guarantee to 
all the stipulations contained in the said 
convention, the undersigned, envoy extra. 
and minister plenip. of his maj. the king of 
the united kingdom of G, Brit. and Ireland, 
receives with acknowledgement the act of 
guarantee which has been delivered to him 
this day, in the name of his imperial maj. 
of all the Russias, by his envoy extra. and 
ininister plenip., and declares, at the same 
time, that his Brit, maj. will cause to be 
forwarded and delivered, the ratification of 
this act of acceptation.—In faith of which, 
the undersigned minister plenip. has signed 
this present act, and has caused the seal 
of his arms to be thereto affixed, and has 
exchanged it against the act of guarantee 
above mentioned ; as shall also be exchan- 
ged, the ratifications of the present act 
against the ratifications of the said act of 
guarantee within the space of six weeks, or 
sooner if possible. Done at Helsinberg, 
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this 3ist day of Aug. 1805. .(Signed) 

Henry Pierrepont. 

No. IV. (C)—First Separate Article of the 
Convention of Helsinborg, signed 31st 
Mug. 1805. 

His maj. the king of the united king- 
dom of G. Brit. and Ireland, and his maj. 
the king of Sweden, have. agreed by the 
present separate and additional article, that 
the subsidies fixed by the second and third 
articles of the convention signed this day, 
shall continue to be paid by G. Brit. during 
the continuance of the war between that 
power and France, conjointly with Russia, 
or as long as the state of affairs and the ope- 
rations of the allies, shal} require that the 
fortress of Stralsund be kept in a respect- 
able state of defence, unless the two bigh 
contracting parties shall mutually consent to 
the cessation of such subsidies. In both 
gases, if the term of their payment should 
happen when the sea is innavigable. His 

\ Brit. maj.’ engages, nevertheless, to conti- 
nue their payment, according to the same 
rate theretofore, till the day of the return 
of theSwedish troops into Pomerania, which 
shall take place by the earliest opportunity. 

This separate article shall have the 
same force aud validity as ifit were inserted, 
word for word, in the convention signed 
this day, and shall be ratified at the same 

“time.—In faith of which, we the under- 
signed, by virtue of our full powers, have 
signed the present separate art., and have 
caused the seal of our arms to be aflixed 
thereto.—Done at Helsingborg, the 31st day 
of Aug. 1805.—Signed, Henry PirRRE- 
pont. T. E. Baron pe Tox. 


No. 1V. (D) —Second Separate Article of 


the Convention of Helsingborg, signed the 
31st of Aug. 1805. 

The Hanoverian troops, which (in 
pursuance of the stipulations of the second 
and third art. of the secret and preliminary 
couvention of the 3d Dec, 1804,:renewed 
by the seventh art. of the present conven+ 
tion) may be hereafterassembled in Swedish 
Pomerania, shall continue, as long as they 
remain in that province, under the su- 
preme orders of the commanderyin-chief 
of the united forces, without any violation 
of the rigits established in the three above- 
mentioned articles.—-This separate art. 
shall have the same force and validity, as 
if jt were inserted, word for word, in the 
convention signed this day, and shall be 
ratified qt the same time.~-In faith of 
which, we the undersigned, by virtue of 
our full powers, have signed the present 
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separate art, and have caused. the seal 
our arms to be thereto affixed.—Done 9 
Helsingborg, this gist day of Aug. 1995, 
—Signed Henry, Prerneront, Typ 
Baron pz Tou. Fe 
No. V.—Treaty between His Majesty ang 


the King of Sweden, signed at Beckaseog, | 


3d_of Oct. 1805. 
In the name of the Most Holy ang 
Undivided ‘Trinity! His maj, the king of 
the united kingdom of G. Britain and Ire. 
land, and his maj, the king of Sweden, in 
pursuance of the ties of friendship and gong 
understanding by which they are at pre, 
sent so happily united, desirous of egta 
blishing a more direct communication upon 
every thing which relates to the present 
war, which the French govt. has excited 
against several powers, by measures equally 
unjust and offensive, and by conducti 
itself upon principles incompatible with the 
security and tranquillity of every indepen, 
dent state; their said majesties hay. 
judged proper to concert together upon 
the means of opposing a suflicient barrier 
to the misfortunes which menace the whole 
of Europe. In consequence, they have 
chosen and named for their plenipotens 
liaries, namely, his maj. the king of the 
united kingdom of G. Britain and Ireland, 
the hon. Llenry Pierrepont, bis envoy ext 
and minister plenip. to his Swedish, maj 
and his maj. the king of Sweden, the Sieur 
Christopher Baron de Toll, a lord of th 
kingdom of Sweden, gov. gen. of the duchy 
of Scania, gen. ef cavalry in his armies, 
chief of the regimeut of carbineers-of $e 
nia, knight and commander of his orden 
and knight of all the Russian orders ; whi 
alter having communicated their respectiv 
full powers, have agreed upon the follom 
ing articles ;-—Anr. ]. There shall bea pe 
fect understanding, friendship, and alliante 
between his Brit. maj. and bis maj. thekig 
of Sweden.—Anr. 2. The convention o 
cluded between their said. majesties ont 
31st Aug. last, is hereby renewed, andsh 
remain in full force and validity, indepen 
dent of the new stipulations contained in the 
present treaty.-ART. 3. His maj, thehig 
of Sweden, desirous of co-operating m 
effect towards the success of the geren 
plan, engages to furnish a corps of trot 
destined to act against the commomenemy 
in concert with the allies, and. especial 
with the troops of his imperia} maj. of 
the Russias, which shall be landed in? 
merania, ‘The number of Swedish 
employed for this purpose, shall bei 
. 
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jnvevery case, at 12,000 men.—Art. 4. 
His Brit. maj., in order to facilitate to bis 
Swedish maj. the means of acting with vi- 
gour, and conformably to the sentiments of 
geal.aud interest, by which he is animated 
for the common cause, engages to furnish 
him an annual subsidy, at the rate of twelve 

unds ten shillings sterling for every man ; 
which subsidy shall be paid in equal pro- 
portions, at the end of each month.—Arr. 
§, His Brit. maj» moreover engages, as a 
compensation for the expenses of assem- 
bling, equipping, and conveying the said 
troops, to furnish, under the head of put- 
ting them in motion, a sum equal to five 
months subsidy, to.be calculated according 
to the scale laid down in the preceding art. 
and payable immediately after. the ratifica- 
tion of the present treaty.—Arr. 6. The 
two high contracting parties engage not to 
lay down their arms, nor to conclude peace 
with the common enemy, but by mutual 
consent ; but,.on the contrary, to remain 
firmly and inseparably united, as long as 
the war lasts, and until the conclusion of a 
general pacification.—ARr. 7. In pursuance 
ofthe engagements agreed upon between 
the two high contracting parties by virtue of 


the preceding art. not to lay down their. 


arms but by common consent, his Brit. maj. 
engages to continue the subsidies stipulated 
by the present treaty, until the end of the 
war.—Arrt. 8. His Brit. maj., in order as 
well to cover the expenses of the return of 
the Swedish army, as of all other objects 
connected therewith, engages to continue 
the'subsidies stipulated by the present trea- 
ty, until three months after the peace.— 
Art. 9. His Brit. maj., impressed with the 
importance of putting the fortress of Stral- 
sund in the best possible state of defence, 
engages to place, immediately after the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the present 
treaty, at. the disposal of his Swedish maj. 
the additional suin of 50,000/. sterling for 
that purpose, —Anrrt.10, The present treaty 
shall be ratified by the two high contracting 

arties, and the ratifications thereof shall 
beexchanged in six weeks, or sooner, if 
possible.—In witness whereof, wc the un- 
dersigned, in virtue of our powers, have 
signed the present treaty, and have there- 
unto affixed the seals ef ovr arms.—Done 
“at Beckascog, the 3d Oct. 1805. (Was 
signed) Henny Pregrepont. J,C. Baron 
PE Tout, 


eto 
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SUPPLEMENTARY PAPERS RELATIVE TO 
THE CONTINENTAL WAR, PRESENTER . 
BY. HIS MAJESTY’s COMMAND. To 
BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT, 3D 
AND 4TH FEB. 1806. 

No. I.—Copy of a Dispatch from Sir Arthur 
Paget to Lord Mulgrave, (No. 47.) dated 
Vienna, June 5, 1805. 

My lord; when I was with count Coe 
bentzl yesterday moruing, I found bim 
considerably agitated on account of the in- 
telligence he had. received from Genoa, 
He began by telling me that he was ex- 
tremely anxious for my arrival here; in 
order to communicate to me some infor- 
mation which had been received by him 
the preceding evening by a courier. He 
then sent for the dispatches he had re» 
received from the imperial minister at 
Genoa, and gave them to me to read ; the 
substance of them is contained in my pre= 
ceding number.—The originals had beer 
sent in the night to the emperor at Prague, 
and the vice-chancellor was just dispatch- 
ing an estafette with the intelligence to St. 
Petersburgh.—l wrote a few lines in his 
room by this opportunity, to apprize his 
majesty’s ambassador at that court of these 
circumstances, Count Cobentzl asked me 
if I meant to transmit the account by a 
messenger, and indeed seemed rather de~ 
sirous that I should; but, upon calculation, 
it appeared certain that that govt. will have 
received it sooner through France. This, 
however, led me to ask the vice-chancellor 
what he conjectured to be the sentiments 
of the govt. upon this important event; to 
this question he replied, that I must be 
aware that it had made a very deep and 
serious impression upon «his imperial 
maj.’s ministers; but that, in the emperor's 
abserice, he could not take upon himself 
entirely to say more; that he conceived, 
that the first order he should receive from 
his imperial maj. would be to recall the 
whole mission from Genoa.—The inter 
view ended here, after a considerable time 
had elapsed in the perusal of the different 
papers. I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Artruur Pacer. 
Copy of a Dispatch (No. 52.) from Sir Ara. 

thur Paget to Lord Mulgrave, dated 
Vienna, 22d June 1805. 

My lord; it is, I believe, felt here, that 
the annexation of Genoa and Placentia are 
acts which nothing but an appeal to arms 
can afford a proper satisfaction for; accor- 
dingly, I do not find that the emperor has 
broken silence upon those subjects,—-I]t hag 
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been lately a subject of deliberation in the 
military councils here, whetber, in the 
event of being attacked, Venice should be 
abandoned, and the question has been de- 
cided in the negative.—Gen. Devaux, an 
engineer officer of great merit in this ser- 
vice, sets out within this day or two, in 
order to put the following places into the 
best possible state of defence, viz. Venice, 

Treviso, Trent, and Brixei. (Signed) Ar- 

THUR Pacer. 

Copy of a Dispatch from Sir Arthur Paget 
to Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 6th July 
1805. (No. 55.) 

My lord; the French ambassador de- 
manded at the beginning of this week an 
interview with the vice-chancellor, who, 
being himself too unwell to accept it, de- 
puted’ the under-secretary of state to re- 
ceive him.—The purport of the communi- 
cation made by M. de Rochefoucault was 
to inform this court, that the different en- 
campments which had lately taken place in 
Italy, had been formed for the sole pur- 
pose of exercising the troops, and that, 
having been inspected by Bonaparte, they 
had broken up, and the troops had re- 
turned into their respective quarters; that 
Bonaparte could not be ignorant of, or in- 
sensible to, the great military preparations 
which have of late been making in this 
country; that he trusted, however, that 
the emperor, guided by a mutual desire 
to remain upon terms of friendship and 
amity with France, would give the same 
unequivocal proofs. of it.—Two or three 
days after this communicction, the vice- 
chancellor saw the French ambassador, 
and gave him the same sort of answer he 
had already done on nearly a similar oc- 
casion. He informed him, that the mili- 
tary preparations alluded to, had been de- 
termined upon in consequence of the 
French army in Italy having been eonsi- 
derably augmented ; that precaution there- 
fore had rendered them necessary ; that it 
was, and always should be the emperor’s 
‘firm resolution, to adopt such a system as 
the safety of his dominions appeared to 
require; that the preparations in question 
“were within those dominions, whereas Bo- 
naparte had collected his troops in a coun- 
try which did not belung to him.—The 
‘above is the substance of what has passed 
‘upon this occasion between the vice-chan- 
cellor and the French ambassador, as re- 
dated to me by the former. (Signed) Ar- 
wHUR PaGeT. © 
Copy of a Dispatch from Sir A. Paget to 





Lord Mulzrace, dated 3d Aug; 199 
(No. 64.) s 2 
My lord; orders were issued on Mo 
or Tuesday last, for assembling an army of 
40,000 men at Budweis, in Bohemia,—Jy 
Italy and the Tyrol there may be from 
120,000 to 150,000 men.—But of all the 
preparations which have been made, none 
have created so much sensation among the 
public here, nor in fact bear so much the a 
pect of a serious intention to act, as this 
last measure.—The first movement of this 
corps would naturally be to take a position 
upon the Inn. Two military councils have 
lately been beld at Luxembourg, at which 
the emperor presided. ‘The archdukes 
Charles and Jobn, the generals Latour, 


Mack, and Charles Schwartzenburgh, ae’ 


sisted. ‘The archduke Jobn has received 

orders to hold himself in readiness to join 

the army in Italy, at the end of this month, 

—According to the latest accounts received 

by this government, there do not appear 

to be any extraordinary troubles in Italy; 
and no later than yesterday count Cobentd 
told me, that every thing was perfectly quie 
etupon the Rhine.—In Swisserland the 

imperial minister baron Crumpipen has, I 

am informed by the vice-chancellor, rece 

ved instructions to insinuate that the ems 
peror considers himself as guarantee of 
the constitution of that country. (Signed) 

ARTHUR PaGeT. 

Copy of a Dispatch from Sir A. Paget to Lord 
Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 29th Aug. 1805, 
(No. 72.) ie 

My lord ; I have at length been put in 
possession, by the vice-chancellor, of the 
whole of the negociation which has been 
carrying on between the two imperial courts, 
since Nov. 1804, I received also, 3 or4 days 
ago, from lord G. L. Gower, by an Austria 
messenger, copies of the declarations eX 
changed between him and count Stadion, 
on the 9th inst. In the one presented by 
his lordship, it appears that bis imperial 
maj. has consented to adopt the modifice 
tions proposed by the emperor of Russit 
to the arrangements for the general pacifier 
tion of the continent. The remaining poidh 
therefore, to be settled between the tw 
courts, is that of subsidies, And in the 
first place, 1 have to acquaint your 


ship, that at an interview I had with-cousl J 


Cobentz! immediately after the receiptal 
lord G, L. Gower’s letter, I desired to know 
whether the emperor would ratify cout 


| Stadion’s declaration, and consent to 8 


conditions under which our offer of subs] 





= 
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ismadé to the Austrian government.—In 


answer to which application, I was. this 
day informed by the vice-chancellor, that, 


although he had not as yet received his im-|} 


rial maj.’s final commands, yet that -he 
had no doubt that the ratification to the 
above declaration would be sent to St. Pe- 
tersburgh by the first messenger. It is ob- 
viously unnecessary for me to enter into ay 
calculation of the difference between the 
subsidy offered, and the sum demanded.— 
For the year 1806, the stipulations are, as 
lam informed by the vice-chancellor, mu- 
tually: understood and agreed to. It is 
therefore for the subsidy of the present year 
that his maj.’s ultimate decision is anxiously 
awaited ;. and, with a view to accelerate 
asmuch as possible the conclusion of this 
business, I conceive it to be the wish of 
the:.emperor’s ministers, that it should 
henceforth be treated directly between the 
courts of London and Vienna—From the 
present appearance of things, it-is evident, 
that a war with France will now no longer 
depend upun the payment of 3 or 200,000/. 
more or less; I must nevertheless observe, 
that count Cobentzl has insinuated to me, 
that the language which the emperor will 
soon be called upon to hold to the French 
govt, would naturally be heightened or low- 
ered in proportion as he may be provided 
with the means of making good his preten- 
sions. His maj,’s govt. may certainly ex- 
pect that the subsidiary demands of the 
court of Vienna beyond the sum which has 
already been offered by his maj.’s ambassa- 
dor at St. Petersburgh, and accepted by 
count Stadion, will be strongly pressed up- 
on,—According to the best information | 
have been able to obtain upon the subject, 
the Austrian armaments have already occa- 
sioned an expenditure of about 36 millions 
of florins. What the result of them may 
bey is another question: but I must admit, 
that they could not have been carried on 
upon a more extensive and a more formi- 
dable scale, and with greater activity, had 
that sum been previously placed in their 
bank:—I have received the same statement 
of the expenditure from count Cobentzl, 
and he has in fact requested me to impress 
as strongly as possible upon the minds of 
his maj.’s ministers, that, considering the 
wretched state of the finances of this coun- 
try, the emperor fully relied upon the ge- 
nerosity of his maj, and had, consequent- 
ly, not hesitated at once to place his ar- 
mies. upon the most formidable footing. 
Signed). Antuvr Pagere- 
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Copy of a Dispatch from Sir A. Paget to 
Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, Aug. 29th, 
1805. (No. 73.) 

My lord; I have the honour to inclose 

a Réglement which was published yesterday, 

and by which the Austrian army is decla- 

ted to be upon the war-establishment.—In 
order to avoid your lordship an immediate 
contest with the probably bad German in 
which this Réglement is written, I have 
caused a translation to be made of the es- 
sential points contained in it, which I here- 
with enclose—The opening of it, in fact, 
the most important of the whole.—I hap- 
pened to be in count Cobentzl’s cabinet yes~ 
terday morning reading some papers, when 
the French ambassador arrived in. the ad- 
joining audience with this Réglement in bis 
hand. ‘The interview, though very short, 
was, I fancy, rather a boisterous one.— 

M. de la Rochefoucault, alluding to the 

Réglement, began by saying, as count Co- 

bentz] informed me immediately after- 

wards, ‘‘ Vous voulez donc la guerre et 
bien vous ]’aurez ;’”’ the conversation did not 
in other respects appear to be very novel. 

The vice-chancellor contended that the em- 

peror’s views in arming were tq maintain 

peace, and that at all events he armed in 


‘his own country, whereas Bonaparte’s ar- 


maments were made ina country which did 
not belong to him.—Kt is unnecessary that 
I should say more upon this subject, as 
your lordship will have already. received, 
through count Starhembergh, the most re- 
cent communications. which ,have taken 
place between the court of Vienna and the 
French govt. (Signed) ARTHUR Pacer. 

Copy of a Dispatch from Sir A. Paget, K. B. 
‘to Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 30th 

Aug. 1805. (No. 75.) 

My lord; a Russian courier arrived here 
yesterday with an account that the first bo- 
dy of the Russian troops under gen. Kou- 
tous of were to enter upon the Austrian ter- 
ritory on the 26th instant. I have the ho- 
nour to be, &c. ArtTHUR Pacer. : 
Copy of a Dispatch from Sir A. Raget, K. B. 

to Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 30th 
Aug. 1805. (No, 77.) 

My lord; it was.not until this afternooa 
that I got a sight of the answer made by the 
French government to the declaration of 
the court of Vienna. This answer, as well 
as a letter from M. de Talleyrand to the 
vice-chancellor, written about two days af- 
ter, and a second note presented to count 
Philip Cobentzl about the same.time, all 
which I have read, will be sent im the 
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course of avery few days to count Star- 
 hembergh for the information of his majes- 
* ty’s government. In the mean ‘ime I will 
inform your lordship of the substance of 
the matter contained in these pieces. In 
the first place, the note in answer to the de- 
¢laration, contains a refusal to accept the me- 
diation of the court of Vienna. - Bonaparte 
rejects all idea of any further negociation 
with Russia; he at the same time tells the 
court of Vienna that it depends upon the 
emperor to bring about a‘ peace between 
England and France ; that he has nothing 
to do but to disarm, and to declare to En- 
gland that he will take no part’in her quar- 
rels with France, and that thus peace be- 
tween those powers will be signed before 
the month of February. The letter of M. 
de Talleyrand is written in the same sense, 
and goes into a great deal of detail, to 
prove that Austria is running headlong in- 
to perdition by allying itself with Russia ; 
that its true ally is France; that the empe- 
ror has no. righit to complain of the annex- 
ation of Genoa to France, because Bona- 
parte tacitly consented to: the cession of 
Lindau in Swabia (this is so ludicrous that, 
had I not seen it, I should not have'ven- 
tured to have reported it) to the court of 
Vienna; (I will just observe that this Lih- 
dau belonged to the prince Bretzenheim, a 
natural son of the late elector of Bavaria, 
for which possession he has in exchange 
received an estate in Hungary ;) that the 
_ whole conduct of the court of Vienna is 
favourable to England, and of course. ini- 
mical to France ; that these armaments will 
oblige Bonaparte to withdraw his troops 
from the coast, and that he must thus aban- 
don the conquest of England, towards 
which his whole views had been of late di- 
rected. The second note contains a for- 
mal démand that the Austrian troops in 
Italy and the Tyrol should be reduced to 
the numbers that were in those countries 
' six months ago, and that’ the fortifications 
de campagne should be discontinued, in’ 
which class: those of Venice are placed. 
‘To these demands a speedy and categorical 
answer is insisted upon, in default. of 
which Bonaparte will withdraw his troops 
_ from the coast in order to repel force by 
forces Tam, &c. Artuur Pacer. 
Copy of a Dispatch from Sir A. Paget, K.B. 
to Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 5th Sept. 
1805. (No. 80.) 14) 
My lord ; prince Charles Schwartzem- 
‘berg set out. the night before last for Mu-, 
nich. He is ordered to notify to the elec- 


5 
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tor the entry of the Austrians into Bavaria, 
which will take place immediately. They 
will, for the present, not advance further Copy 
than the Iser. I have, &¢. ARTHUR Pager, Lo 
Copy ofa Dispatch from Sir A, Paget, K.B, 18 
to Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 54 | » 
Sept. 1805. (No. 85.) 8 dy 
My lord; orders have been transmitted | [hav 
within these three or four days»to the | theF 
Russian ambassador, for the embarkation | ed h 
of the: Russian troops at Corfu. -Coung | todo 
Razamofsky is not informed of the place the 
where this force will disembark; this isto | Instr 
be decided according to circumstances by — minis 
the commander ; but it appears probable | Bava 
that they will proceed at once to Naples, | mises 
It is presumed that Sir James Craig has ing | 
been instructed to co-operate with the Rus. had g 
sian general for the expulsion of the French §  genbe 
from that kingdom, should affairs take that | shall 
turn. Count Cobentzl has led me to exe fhe m 
pect that a communication will very soon § varia 
be made to me, relative to the co-operation | ment 
of the forces under Sir James Craig.) » . more 
Extract of a Dispatch from Sir A. Paget | tor ot 
to Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, Vth | the p 
Sept. 1805. (No. 86.) Yema: 
Iam happy to inform your lordship, | few li 
that the emperor's ratification of the act of J garoll 
accession delivered on the 9th ult, by count which 
Stadion to his majesty’s ambassador at St. J «| 4 
Petersburgh, was sent off by a messenger f treaty 
the day before yesterday. The archduke §  ghich 
Charles will leave Vienna on Monday next; §  maie 
he will take up his first head quarters at | with 
Padua, at which place he will arrive omthe | heard 
fifth day. The archduke John left Vienna | The] 
for the Tyrol the night before last. 40th. 
Extract of a Dispatch from Sir A. Pagetto | quest 
Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 14th Sept. | mare} 
1805. (No: 87.) stn 
I am to see count Cobentz] this evem § these 
ing. Itis possible’ that the nature of the § of th 
communication I expect to receive, will F gast, 
relate to the Bavarian business, and may burg : 
induce me to send a messenger to England. parte 
Lest it should be otherwise, I will nowin> J ghay) 
form your lordship, that the elector of Be FF Jogen 
varia, after having in the most solema 9 payin, 
manner bound himself to join his troopsto § the iy 
those of Austria, precipitately left Munich, Copy 
having given orders for the whole of his sy 
artay to follow him into Franconia, The B  4g¢ 
French minister had also set out for Wort Fy 
burgh. I cannot as'yet inform your lon 9 gmy. 
ship of ‘the measures which this conduct B ter 
of the elector may lead the court of Vie B the q 
na to-.adopt towards Bavaria. I believ 
that the last accounts at. present say tht 
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-more than 10 or 12,000 men. 








the honour to'be, &c. 


“My lord; the emperor sets out for the 





Wra-to Vienna for the transaction of busi- 


Aostrians have~now orders to advance as 
fur as the Lech. 

py of @ Dispatch from Sir A. Paget, to 
ford Mulgrave, dated Vienna, Sept. 15th 
1805. (No. 88.) 

» My lord; I have the honour to inclose 
sduplicate of my dispatch of yesterday. 
[have now to inform your lordship that 
the French ambassador yesterday demand. 
ed his passports, which he was instructed 
todo as soon as he received information of 
the Austrians having entered into Bavaria. 
Instructions have been sent to the Austrian 
minister at Munich to follow the elector of 
Bavaria to Wurzburg, and to employ pro- 
mises, threats, and every means of bring- 
ing tim back to his engagements. This 
had already been done by prince Schwart- 
veuberg. Mr. Buol will offer more. We 
shall see whether Mr. de Mongelas will 
be more tractable with him.—The Ba- 
yatian forces do not, as count Cobentzl 
mentioned to me last night, amount to 
The elec- 
torof Bavaria, in his first interview with 
the prince, promised every thing that was 
Yenanded ; he confirmed his promise in a 
few lines he wrote him; he sent gen. No- 
garolla here with a letter to the emperor, 
which commences nearly in these words :— 
“I have ordered my minister to sign’a 
treaty with priuce Schwartzenberg, by 
Which I join my troops to those of your 
majesty.” —When the above officer arrived 
with this letter, the emperor had already 
heard of the elector of Bavaria’s departure. 
The Russians ‘are to be at Briinn on the 
40th. Couriers have been sent off to re- 
quest that they may advance by forced 
marches. Gen. Meerfeldt is to be-attach- 
ed to these cdrps.—This govt. has, within 
these few days, had accounts of the whole 
ofthe French army having quitted the 
coast, and being in ‘full march for Stras- 
birgand Mayence.—It is said that Bona- 
parte will command in Germany with mar- 
shal Ney under him. It is reported, that 
Joseph Bonaparte will command in Italy, 
having Massena attached to him. I have 
A. Pacer. 
of a Dispatch from Sir A. Paget, to 
“Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 18th Sept. 
1805. (No. 91.) 


iimy to-morrow. His imperial majesty, af- 
lerhaving conferred with gen. Mack upon 
the different objects for which he under- 
fakes this journey, will, I understand, re- 
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ness, previous to his final departure to take 
the command of his armies.—My last let« 
ters will have informed your lordship, that 
the Austrians were advancing to the Lech. 
I have now to announce a still more for- 


‘ward movement to the Iller, or, in other 


words, to the position of Ulm. Accor« 
ding to thedast accounts which have been 
received here, it is supposed that the army 
under Bonaparte, which is assembling at 
Strasburg and Mayence, but particularly 
the latter, will amount to 115,000 men; 
independent of this, there is the army 
under Bernadotte, which is understood to 
be marching in the direction of Franconia, 
with the view probably of threatening Bo- 
hemia.—It will therefore probably become 
necessary to strengthen the Austrian army 
in Germany, which can only be done by 
drawing troops from the Tyrol. This econ- 
sideration, together with the determination 
which had been taken, of not commencing 
operations in Swisserland, have induced the 
emperor to accede to the demand of neus 
trality made by the Swiss govt. ; according- 
ly his imperial majesty, in his answer to 
the Landamman, has signified to that govt. 
his consent to admit the neutrality of Swis+ 
serland ; but his imperial majesty has at 
the same time, declared, that his observ- 
ance of this engagement-will depend en- 
tirely upon a strict adherence to such a 
system on the part-of the Swiss, and that 
from the moment they permit the passage 
of the French troops, or grant suppliesof 
any sort; in general, that if they deviate in 
the slightest degree from the neutrality they 
have proposed, he shall, without further 
explanation, look upon the agreement as 
dissolved.—The necessity of employing 


‘fresh efforts, appears to be felt here; T 


am informed by count Cobentz]; that not 
only all the reserves, but what is called 
the Double Reserve, have been called 
out.—-The archduke Ferdinand left Vienna 
yesterday, to join the army in Swabia. [ 
have the honour to be, &c. (Signed) A, 
PaGer. 
Copy of a Dispatch from Sir A. Paget, to 
Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 21st Sept, 
1805. (No. 94.) 
My lord ; I have little to trouble your 
lordship with by this post. The reports 


from gen. Mack are of the miost satisfac- 

tory nature ; and the apprehensions which 

were at one time entertained from the im- 

mense force which Bonaparte is bringing 

into Germany, gradually decreases: ‘the 

desertion of the Bavarians to the Austrians, 
c 
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is. said to be considerable. Count Cobentzl’s 

information,. however, respecting the num- 

bers of the Bavarian army, was incor- 
rect. They may, I believe, be estimated 
at 20,000 men. 

Gopy of a Dispatch from Sir A. Paget, to 
Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 25th Sept. 
1805. (No. 95.) 

My lord; accounts were rather unex- 
pectedly received here yesterday, which 
announce the arrival of the emperor of 
Russia at Brecz. Prince Schwartzenberg 
will set out from Vienna this evening, to 
attend upon his imperial majesty during 
his stay in that country. The Russian 
troops are advancing in carriages. (Signed) 
A. Pacer. 

Extract of a Dispatch from Sir A. Paget, 

. to Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 2 Oct. 

_ 1805. «(No. 97.) 

My lord; it has been several times 
reported here, that the French had crossed 
the Rhine; the account which arrived 
here yesterday of that event, appears to 
be.credited by this govt, Should it be true, 
or whenever it. may happen, gen. Mack, 
as count Cobentz! assured me last night, 
has orders to advance and give them bat- 
tle. It has been found necessary to rein- 


force the army in Germany by drawing 30 


battalions from Italy ; a circumstance which 
appears to have created some displeasure in 
the archduke Charles. ‘The emperor's 
departure to take the command of the ar- 
my, is fixed for the 22d of this month, 
The head of the first Russian column will 
have crossed the Danube at Krems, on the 
5th (17th) inst, It is calculated that the 
whole corps under gen. Kutusow will have 
joined the Austrians by the £2d inst. 1 


_ "have the honour to be, &c, A. Pacer. 


Copy of a Dispatch from Sir A, Paget, K. L. 
to Lord Mulgrave, dated Vienna, 24th 
Oct. 1805. (No: 100.) 

My lord ; if the first operations of the 
campaign have been attended with loss 
anq disadvantage, which, from the present 
aspect of affairs, it is, I am grieved to say, 
not too much to presume, we may, among 
other causes, attribute our ill successes to 


. the following :—The first and principal fault: 


which has been committed, was ,to: have 
taken the field with too. small a force; 
since the very first appearance of a rup- 
ture with France, it has been proved al. 
most to demonstration, that the theatre of 
the war would be in Germany. Bonaparte 
himself. publicly announced it. in the first 
note presented by the charge-d’afiaires.at 
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Ratisbon ; and it was otherwise not diffs 
cult to calculate that the whole army: of 
Bonaparte would rather be directed towards 
Strasbourg than Verona,—Massena. egy. 
not have more than 70,000 men under bis 
command, ‘The armies under the imme 
diate command of Bonaparte cannotybe 
estimated at less than 140,000... Notwith 
standing which, the campaign has beep 
opened.in Germany, by about 80,000 Aug 
trians ; whereas to attack or oppose Mase 
sena, neither of which he has hitherto done, 
the archduke Charles has not less than from 
100 to 120,000 meu.—I cannot explaip 
this strange distribution and misapplication 
of the forces but in the twe following 
ways :—lst, it is probable that gen. Mack 

aware of the jealousy, or perhaps the des 
cided hatred borne him by the archduke, 
was unwilling to inflame that animosity by 
a proposal to withdraw from Italy any very 
considerable number of the troops which, 
in the commencement of the preparations 

it was judged expedient to place under the 
command of H.R. H. in that country, 
‘To this false aud misplaced delicacy, theres 
fore, are in a great measure owing the 
present misfortunes, Aud I -do not see 
any thing improbable in this surmise ; for, 
it was not until thedast extremity that 30 
battalions of infantry were in fact ordered 
from Italy to reinforce the archduke Ferdie 
nand’s army, aud we.know that this very 
measure gave a great deal of umbrage to 
the archduke Charles.—2dly,. In settling 
the plan of the campaign, it must have 
been calculated, that, previous to the opens 
ing of it, the Russians would have joined, 
‘This in truth, however false and extraordi- 
nary, was the calculation which was made; 
upon what it was founded, J cannot exact 
ly say.—Considering the immense prepa 
rations which were carrying on here, the 
return of M. Novossilzoff, announced in 
the middle of July, the notions which by 
that time Bonaparte must. more ‘or less 
have acquired of the negociations carrying 
on between his majesty and the two impe 
rial courts, it was hardly to, be expected 
that the deception could be carried on be 
yond the month of Aug.; and this ‘wasin 
fact. the epocha at which, it ceased. On 

the other hand, it might have been, and 

was, ascertained that the, French troops 
would quit the coast in the first days of 
Sept. ; it might also have been calculated 
that according to the prodigious rapidityel 
their movements and the immense activity 


™ their chiefs, they would reach. thet 
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destination at the end of the same month. 
lly well might it have been known 
that the first Russian army could not have 
arrived upon the Inn before the middle of 
Oct.; whence it became evident, that, in 
“opening the campaign in the vicinity of the 
Rhine, the Austrians voluntarily, and with 
their eyes open, chose to commence hosti- 
ities single-handed against the Freuch. 
This statement, if it be a true one, and | 
think it cannot be refuted, places, it should 
seem, gen.” Mack in the following dilem- 
ma:—either the Austrians were in sufli- 
cient force to’ contend alone against the 
French, or they were not. In the first 
hypothesis, why should the position of the 
Iiler have been chosen, never to be aban- 
doned? in the latter, why risk so forward 
amovement? If however gen. Mack in ta- 
king up his position on the Iler under the 
above-mentioned circumstances, could have 
felt himself confident of being able to 
maintain it until the arrival of the Rus- 
sians, it is natural, that, with a view of 
opposing a barrier to the progress of the 
enemy into the empire, he should have cho- 
sen'it in preference to a more backward po- 
sition, One cannot suppose that he could 
have been directed by any other motive ; 
but we have had the mortification to dis- 
cover the fallacy of it. ‘There was unques- 
tionably something fascinating in the idea 
of opening the campaign in Swabia or Wir- 
temberg, rather than in Bavaria; but it is 
tobe presumed, that had the latter electo- 
rate been fixed upon as the first scege for 
action, various advantages would have re- 
sulted from it.—In the first place, had the 
Austrians advanced no farther than the Inn 
orthe Iser, or even the Lech, the French 
would have required 8 or 10 days more to 
‘have come in contact with them, and the 
Russians might have joined them in as ma- 
ny davs less.x—Thus the archduke Ferdi- 
nand’s army of 80,000 men, the Russians 
witha corps of Austrian cavalry making 
together 60,000 men, would have been con- 
centrated and ready to act together at the 
signal given.—2dly, By this plan (supposing 
the Austrians to have taken their first posi- 
tion on the Inn) it is possible that the 
scandalous defection of the:elector of Ba- 
Vatia might have been avoided. Placed 
between two powerful armies, he would 
perhaps have maintained his neutrality un- 
tithe moment of the explosion. Had vic- 
tory attended the Austrians, he would have 
an easy prey to their armies; at all 

eats, the immense mischief which both 
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his army and his subjects in general have 
done in Germany since-the commencement 
of hostilities, would have been averted.— 
3dly, It is true that the countries of Ba- 
den, Wirtemberg, and part of Bavaria, | 
would have equally been devoted to the ra- 
vages of the French armies. This evil was 
not to be prevented but by the occupation 
of the whole of the south of Germany by 
the Austrians; and the conduct of these 
princes creates little regret for the oppres- 
sion they have undergone. The position 
of the Iller was, however, determined upon, 
and the campaign was opened, towards the 
end of Sept. ‘The operations were com- 
menced by generals Bernadotte and Mar-« 
mont, who directed their march towards 
Wurtzburgh, thence into the Margraviate 
of Anspach ; and having in their route col- 
lected all the Bavarians that could be found, 
they crossed the Danube at Ingolstadt and 
Newbourg, driving before them the small 
corps under general Rienmayer, and en- 
tered Bavaria with between 60 and 70,000 
men, And here commenced the misfor= 
tunes of the campaign. Whether gen. Mack 
undervalued the force of that-army, or 
whether he was uninformed or mis-inform- 
ed as to its destination, which he might 
have conceived to be a momentary irrup- 
tion into Bohemia, remains to be explain- 
ed; certain it is that, instead of changing 
his own position in consequence of it, he 
contented himself with detaching an incon 
siderable force, under the command of 
gen. Rienmayer, for the purpose of watch- 
ing its operations.—During the above pe- 
riod, the French army under Bonaparte, 
amounting, according to the nearest-cal- 
culation, to 80,000 men, crossed the Rhine, 
The electorate of Wirtemberg, the-plains 
of Nordlingen, &c. were passed with a de- 
gree of rapidity almost unexampled. On 
the 6th and 7th Oct. the greatest part of 
the French army had érossed the Danube 
near Donauwerth, had taken up a position 
between that river and Augsburg, had by 
this movement, formed a junction with the 
army under Bernadotte, and had thus pose 
ted themselves in the rear of the imperia- 
lists.—From this movement, commenced 
that species of warfare by which the French 
rendered themselves so remarkable and so 
formidable in former campaigns, Of the 
affairs of the 8th, 9th, and bith, I have 
already had the honour of transmitting to 
your lordship the oflicial’ accounts. To 
those who were the most sanguine, the is- 
sue of the battle of the 11th had given 
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some hopes of future success, but they 
were illusory, Gen, Ney had quietly made 
his retreat upon the main of the French 
army still between the Danube and Augs- 
burg,. and the communication between 
the Austrians and Russians was now com- 
pletely cut off..-In consequence of this 
movement (whether by choice or by ne- 
cessity I know not) gen. Mack divided 
his army, and gen. Jellachich was detached 
with, I believe, 15 or 16 battalions towards 
the Tyrol. Orders were sent at this time 
to the garrison of Memminghen, which 
consisted of 11 battalions, to evacuate 
that place and join the above corps under 
gen. Jellachich. Whether the order arri- 
ved, too late, or whether it was ill delivered, 
I am also unable to decide ; but the garri- 
son capitulated to the French under gen. 
Davoust, after the town had been nearly 
reduced to ashes, It is to be observed, 
that the artillery destined for the fortifica- 
tions of that place, was still without the 
town, On this occasion, a great number 
of Bavarian peasants who had joined the 
French, and who were taking possession of 
the above artillery, were cut to. pieces 
by the Austrian hussars, who carried the 
whole or the greatest part of it off, Iam 
sorry to say, that a general consternation 
and dismay is beginning to prevail here, at 
least in the public. The presence of the 
emperor of Russia, who is expected here 
on the 5th of next month, may perhaps 
tend to dispel the gloom, particularly 
should affairs take rather a more favourable 
turn in the interval. If in truth they bear 
an inauspicious aspect, they are not by any 
meuns desperate. There is an army of re- 
serve of 50,000 men; there are as many 
more Russians on their march; some rein- 
forcements may be drawn from Italy; 50 
or 60,000 men may, it is to be hoped, be 
saved from the Austrian and Russian ar- 
mies now in Germany; so that, in the 
course of 3 or 4. weeks, unless these ar- 
mies should be absolutely and literally an- 
nihilated, we shall have considerably above 
100,000 men ready to take the field.— 
Had hostilities commenced at the proper 
period in Italy, we should in all probabili- 
ty have been in possessian of the Milanese. 
On the 16th inst, the day on which it 
was calculated that the archduke would 
cross the Adige, a cannonade was opened 
from the French side of Verona upon the 
works constructing by the Austrians on 
their side, and which was answered by them. 
This is the only act of hostility which, 
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down to this date, has taken place in Italy, 
I have the honour to be, &c. A. Pager. 
No. I1.—Extract from a Dispatch of Lorg 
G.L. Gower to Lord Mulgrave,. dated St 
Petersburgh, 29th June 1805. (No, 97,) 
My lord; the annexation’ of the Li. 
gurian republic to the French empire, ex. 
ecuted at the very moment when a Rus 
sian plenipotentiary was expected in France, 
charged with propositions of which the pro. 
fessed object had been the general arrange, 
ments of the affairs of Europe, is considered 
as so gross an insult to both sovereigns, 
whose sentiments that plenipotentiary was 
empowered to declare, that his imperial ma. 
jesty has judged, under these circumstances, 
he could not, consistently with what is dug 
to his own dignity or to that of his august ally, 


permit M. Novossilzoff to proceed to fulfil 


the object of his mission. I have the ho 

nour to be, &c. G. L. Gowrr. 

Extract of a Dispatch from Lord G, I, 
Gower to Lord Mulgrave, dated St. Peters, 
burgh, 22d’ July 1805. (No. 30.) 

My lord; I was on the point of dis, 
patching yesterday the messenger to En 
gland; when I received an invitation from 
prince Czartoryski to a conference, in 
which he read to me: some very important 
dispatches he had just received from 
count Razumouskoi and gen. Winzinges 
rode. By these it appears that the empes 
ror of Germany is at last awakened to a 


sense of his true dignity, and the real ins 


terests of his empire; and that, foreseeing 
the inevitability of war, he is determined 
not to leave to Bonaparte the choice of 
the moment to commence hostilities. 
Extract of a Dispatch from Lord G. lL 
Gower to Lord Mulgrave, dated St, Po 
tersburgh, 3d Sept. 1805. (No. 38,) 
My lord ; the last dispatches from the 
Russian ambassador at Vienna, speak if 
strong terms of the warlike temper of that 
cabinet ; certain communications had been 
made from Paris, which indicated a yields 
ing disposition on the part of Bonaparte; 
but to these indications count 
seems to attach no credit, and count Re 
zumofskoi represents that the present che 
racter of the Austrian ministry is a ditet 
contrast to its former timidity and indetk 
sion, and that a firm conviction seems 1o¥ 
to prevail at Vienna, that it is through wit 
alone that any security can be obtained 
against the ambition and power of France 
There is just ground for expecting that bit 
imperia] and royal majesty being per 
that war is inevitable, may be 
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not to wait the issue of the proposed ne- 
‘ations with the Freach government, 
hut that he will commence hostilities at 
the time when the superiority of the al- 
lied forces promises the best prospect of 
s. Towards the beginning of Oct. 
the Austrian army upon the Venetian fron- 
tier will be completed toits full establish- 
ment, and will without doubt be greatly 
jor in numbers to the French forces 
in Italy, and the Russian armies will be 
jently advanced into the hereditary 
states, to ensure their arrival upon the 
frontiers of Bavaria, before the French 
troops from the coast and the interior of 
France can reach the German empire; | 
have therefore, in several conversations 
Jately with prince Czartorisky and comte 
Stadion, urged the expediency of losing 
notime in beginning war. The prince in- 
forms me, that he has already instructed 
comte Razumouskoi to press this considera- 
tion upon the attention of the court of 
Vienna, but that he will not fail to repeat 
the instructions to the Russian ambassa- 
- dor.-I have great satisfaction in observing 
the increased energy and vigour of this 
court. The emperor, foreseeing the pos- 
sibility of Bonaparte effecting a large ang- 
mentation to the French army in conse- 
quence of the menaced attack by the al- 
lied powers, has resolved to be prepared 
to meet such an effort, by a corresponding 
exertion on his part, and he has ordered a 
| levy of four men in every 500, which will 
produce above 150,000 men:—A corps 
of about 10.000 men, under the command 
of his imperial highness the grand duke 
Constantine, and composed chiefly of the 
gurison of St, Petersburgh, began their 
march towards the Prussian frontier on 
Thursday the 22d. The troops destined 
for Pomerania are ready for embarkation, 
and will probably sail in about 6 or 8 
days; they amount to 20,000 men. No 
dispatches, however, have been received 
from M, Alopeus, who was. charged to 
Negotiate with the king of Sweden the ne- 
cessary arrangements for the landing of 
the Russians at Stralsund, and the angmen- 
tation of the Swedish garrison at that port. 
Ihave the honour to be, &c. G. L. 
Gown. 
No. UJ. (A.)}—(Translation.) Plan of 
ions proposed by the Court of Vienna, 
France, upon the new organization of 
ber'army, has on foot, 
V2 regiments of the line - 


404,828 men: 
~ 80 regiments of light infantry 


107,540 
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64,226 
21,430 


85 cavalry 
16 artillery 


598,024 

This number, with the addition of the 
different corps in Corsica and the islands, 
of 21 regiments of Dutch soldiers, 11 Swiss 
regiments, 18 auxiliary troops from Italy, 
and the imperial guard which consists of 
15,000 men, makes a total of 651,964, 
the whole military force now on foot in 
France. ‘These troops are for the greater 
part already on the war-establishment. 
Any grand descent from England, upon 
the coast of France, with the probability 
of decided success, is scarcely to be expec 
ted. France may therefore venture to 
draw almost all her troops from her interior, 
and from her coasts. Besides, a well-ar+ 
ranged national guard, in perfect discipline, 
would enable her to spare her troops of 
the line even from where they had been em- 
ployed in preserving domestic order and 
security. It follows, that France might 
employ 500,000 men in Italy, Switzerland, 
and Germany.—In opposition to that force, 
the 250,000 Austrians and 115,000 Rus- 
sians, stipulated in the last treaty, com- 
pose a total force, which is, in comparison, 
so much the less to be depended upon, 
because very little effective assistance is to 
be expected from the Swedes and the En- 
glish. The following are the necessary 
conclusions from the statement :-—Ist ; 
Considering this estimate, and the advanta- 
ges which France enjoys in its geographical 
situation, whether for defence or for ag- 
gression, the maintenance of peace, till a 
more favourable conjuncture shall arise, 
seems to be infinitely desirable.—2d ; If, 
however, war should become inevitable, 
not only to ensure its success, but to avoid 
likewise evils more alarming than those of 
the present moment; it would become in. 
dispensably necessary, that the allied courts 
should use their most vigorous efforts to op- 
pose those of the enemy, and bring into 
efficiency means at Jeast equal to theirs, if 
not superior.—The military arrangements, 
the financial, and the general policy of the 
allies, must concur in putting forth those 
energies, by which alone we can hope to 
give success to our efforts.—Ist, Military 
arrangements, ‘This co-operation in these 
three branches could be of very little effect 
if the Austrian armies should not come in- 
to the field more than 300,000 strong. The 
first of the papers subjoined shews, what 
would be the deficiencies to be supplied in 
we imperial and royal army in recryitingy 
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in appointments, and in remounting the 
cavalry, besides other augmentations, ne- 
cessary to raise it from its present weak 
state, upon a peace-establishment, to the 
number above-inentioned ; and at the same 
time, to leave the number of troops requi- 
site for service in the interior af the monar- 
chy, and for the observance of the move- 
ments of Prussia.—The difficulties which 
strike upon a first view, will appear still 
more considerable upon a due attention to 
the manner in which the Austrian troops 
are now distributed. The line formed to 
prevent the introduction of infectious dis- 
ease, has indeed contributed to obviate, 
in part, that disadvantage, as it leaves the 
Venetian dominions of the empire no lon- 
ger in danger of a surprize from the French. 
But, if it were necessary to take measures 
to oppose a great force to that which the 
enemy might bring against us from the in- 
terior of his dominions, then would dispo- 
_sitious the most prompt and vigorous be re- 
quisite, to the seasonable concentration of 
the Austrian troops which are, in great part, 
at a distance from the frontiers in danger, 
to put them upon the. footing for war, 
and to bring them to act upon the points 
which are the most exposed. This first 


measure would require to be carried into 


effect ‘with the greater activity, because it 
could not be expected that the troops of 
his majesty the emperor of Russia should, 
from such a distance, arrive on the scene 
of action, till after the Austrian troops 
should have sustawed the first attacks of 
the enemy. His majesty will not be deter- 
red by these great difficulties, if war shall 
become unavoidable ; he will, in that case, 
use his most strenuous endeavours to sur- 
mountevery difficulty, and fulfil his engage- 
ments. But, to give effect to this steady 
resolution, it is. necessary;—2dly, That 
there should be adequate financial resour- 
ces, and that the difiiculties which present 
themselves under that head, should be re- 
moved. ‘The imperial court of St. Peters- 
burgh. has already been informed of the 
vast and necessary. expenditure required to 
put the infantry, the cavalry, the carriages 
and artillery, the objects of the commissa- 
ries’ department, the magazines and stores, 
in short, every thing belonging to the ar- 
my, vpon the full war-establishment. ‘The 
succour of 15 millions of florins, whieh 
hasbeen asked from England for this pri- 
mary service, is not more than one-half of 
what is actually wanted. ‘The expence 
of each campaign of the last war was from 
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110 to 120 millions, The subsequent 
rise of the prices of commodities would 
render the expence of the same objects, 
now, considerably greater. But, supposg 
iteven net to exceed the former, yet the 
subsidy of 30 millions of florins, whichis 
asked from Itngland, added to the ording. 
ry peace expenditure of the army, would 
leave stilt an enormous deficit, which the 
burthened finances of Austria could hardly 
make good. It follows, that, unless Eng. 
Jand grant the subsidy which has been de’ 
manded, it niust be impossible for the 
court of Vienna, notwithstanding its deters 
mined inclination, even to make those pre. 
parations for war, which are not to be at 
tempted without an assurance of being able 
to follow them up and maintain them— 
‘These considerations being stated, it is next 
to be examimed, what would be the detail 
of the operations of the armies in Htaly, 
the Tyrol, Switzerland, and the frontierof 
Germany, if they should make all ‘their 
movements in perfect mutual concert, It 
is this concert of operations which must 
meet the first plans and marches of the 
enemy. Its prompt or tardy success, its 
favourable or unfavourable result, will de 
termine, in fact, the whole fortune of the 
war, and of course, the fate of Europe= 
Considering the geographical position of 
Frange ; its German frontier ; Switzerland, 
which is in subjugation to it; and the Ite 
lian republic; and observing, on the other 
hand, the position of the hereditary domi 
nions of Austria; it is impossible not te 
discern, that it would be imprudent to 
make any attempt from Germany, against 
France, in Alsace or on the Rhine.  S$uei 
an attempt could be made, only, by paw 
sing the Rhine at Manheim, or by laying 
siege to Mentz.—In the first of these enter 
prizes, there would be the vast disadvan 
tage of advancing, from the very first step 
amidst fortified places of the greatest 
strength ;, of being torced to carry ona 
war of sieges, with an enormous consump 
tion of men and money, and withoutapie 
spect of any happier issue of the campaigh 
even at the best, than by the reduction 
one of those strong places, “To undertake 
the siege of Mentz, at least 50,000 ma 
would be necessary to blockade the plat 
and cover the operations of the sieges 
extent and strength of Mentz ate sith, 
that we should be détained before that place 
alone for half the campaign ; and, no of 
ration subsequent to its surrender, cow 
lead to any but very uncertain and inset 
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results ; because the places upon the Meuse 
on the one side, and in Alsace on the other, 
would every where arrest the progress of 
ourarmies. Add to these another consi- 
deration of not less weight, that, since 
neither of those operations could be carried 
into eflect but by great armies, there would 
be few troops left to cover the upper Rhine. 
The enemy might avail himself of that local 
weakness ; might direct his attack there, 
while we should be occupied in the siege of 
Landau or. Mentz ; and might thus advance 
‘ina dine of operation shorter than ours; 
might possess himself of our communica- 
tions; and might get between us and all 
our supplies, ‘To avoid being cut off from 
these, we should, in that case, be obliged 
toubandon every thing without striking a 
blow.—An attempt through Switzeralnd, 
against Franche Comté, would be, indispu- 
tably, the. most formidable to the ene- 
my. « His frontiers are there open. But, 
assuch a plan of operation could not be car- 
ried. into effect but through Swabia, by the 
Voralberg, or below the lake of Constance, 
on account of the impossibility of having 
supplies conveyed through the Tyrol ; it 
would be necessary, before attempting it, 
to have made considerable progress in Swa- 
bia, and to have an army of observation 


opposite Strasburg, to watch the enemy. 
It would even be necessary to have obtain- 
edsome advantages in Italy, before hazar- 


ding an attack in Switzerland. ~A: retreat 
of the army in Italy towards Klagenfurt, 
would prevent the army in the ‘I'yrol from 
joining in the operations in Switzerland, 
The enemy -would: possess themselves of 
the Puster-Thal, (the Puster-Thal is in the 
Tyrol between Brixen and Lientz, and com- 
municates with the vale.of the Adige) on 
the great road for our communications and 
Sonveyances to and from: the .'l'yrol. » We 
should be compelled to detach troops from 
the army in Germany for the interior de- 
fenee-of Austria, and not only to relin- 
quish all offensive operations, but even to 
tonfine-ourselves within the line of «the 

» Or, possibly, the Inn in Germany, 
and;there-to take a defensive. position, in 
orden not to:beiat too great a distance from 
Austria, and to. be: ready to. supply with 
due proniptitude the assistance which might 
there be wanted. - Jt follows, from all these 
considerations, that the: war should. begin 
with vigorous offensive operations in Italy. 
Itis there we sbould.act swith the superior 

ofour army. A victory g:ined there 
Would afford us the same, advantages for 
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the. prosecution of offensive Operations 
against 'rance, which France would acquire 
from our loss of a battle, in order to pene- 
trate into the Austrian hereditary. domi- 
nions. If the difficulties of our situation 
render it even impossible for us to.arm and 
advance to act-upon the frontier as soon as 
the enemy, how much_less is it to. be ex- 
pected, that the troops of the emperor ef 
Russia could arrive in time to act at the ve-« 
ry commencement of the war?It, would 
be the interest of France to use every means 
to anticipate their arrival, by an early and 
decisive superiority, Any concentration 
of our troops, or the march of the Russians, 
would not fail to afford Bonaparte a spe- 
cious pretext to declare war. ‘The foree of 
this observation is, to prove, that, in the 
case of war with France, the plan of ope- 
rations, the first distribution and disposal 
of the troops, the commencement and the 
first progress of the military movements, 
must be arranged, on the supposition that 
war will be begun by the Austrians alone. 
It would be requisite, that the army in, Lta- 
ly should begin its movements with forcing 
the passage of the Adige, dislodging the 
enemy from the Mincio, investing Mantua 
and Peschiera, detaching a bedy of troops 
to the Po to observe the south of Italy, and 
opemits way’to the Adda,. in’ order to co- 
ver the blockade or siege of these places. 
Only the reduction of these two fortresses, 
or some such. great and, fortunate events, 
as are not to be reckoned upon, could in- 
duce the commandant of this army.to-push 
his operations farther.—The army. in Ger- 
many would commence: is operations, by 
passing the Inn, would enter:Bavaria, and 
would there await.on.the Lech. the move- 
ments of the:other araii¢s,-and;in, particu: 
lar,-the arrivaliof the:troops from Russia. 
The army:in the ‘Tytok would be determia- 
ed in its‘movements: by. those ofthe armies 
in Italy and Germany.~rln the case of ope- 
rations against Switzerland; a: part -of tlié 
troops in the Tyrol would be employed asi 
an attack on-the Grisons; and the other 
small cantons; and the rest.would,. im the 
case of the success of the. armty in Italy; 
advance from ‘its defensive positions, and 
join that army. :: This)is all that, with, our, 
greatest efiorts,; and upon the supposition 
of decided success; we can expect to ac+ 
complish, till the whole-of«the, plans and 
powers of the coalition shalliben full ac- 
tivity... If Italy be the grand: point ef ope- 
ration at the commencement.of ‘hostilities, 
Switzetland must, betome: such, ag, soon as 
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we shall have obtained successes in that 
quarter, and shall have advanced through 
Swabia. Switzerland offers to a conqueror 
the advantage of the shortest communica- 
tion between Italy and Germany ; it gives 
the facility of sending supplies and rein- 
forcements with promptitude to the one or 
the other of these countries; and it is on- 
ly through Switzerland that an entrance can 
be effected into France on the side of 
Franche Comté. It would, then, be neces- 
sary to cover ourselves on the side of Al- 
sace, by taking Befort and Hunningen, and 
leaving, at the same time, a considerable 
body of troops in Swabia, to cover the right 
wing of the army in Switzerland from any 
attempts by the French from Strasburg, 
and to protect our communications, and 
ensure the conveyance of supplies.—The 
reasons have been explained, on account 
of which, in the general plan of operation, 
it is not indicated in what manner the 
troops of the two imperial courts might co- 
operate, either in union under the same 
standards, or by a concert in their move- 
ments. We mus look forward to the case 
of Austria being attacked by France before 
the arrival of the Russians in Germany, 
The combination of the operations of the 
two courts would, then, depend upon the 
resolution of Prussia, And (thanks to the 
wise measures of the emperor Alexander!) 
we are soon to learn decisively how far we 
may or may not reckon upon Prussian co- 
operation, upon the neutrality of that pow- 
er, or its rejection of our propositions. We 
shall, then, be enabled to present to the im- 
perial court of Russia, upon the request 
which it has communicated, proposals for 
its co-operation towards the common and 
general object.—We may here previously 
submit the consideration,’ that the line of 
operation in Italy ‘is the most remote, and 
that it is there the campaign must be opened 
with the greatest vigour; that the court of 
Vienna will therefore send a great army into 
Italy, in order to act with rapidity’ upon 
that line ; and that therefore the march of 
the Russian troops, and their substitution 
for those of Austria, amidst the movements 
of the war in Italy, would be impossible.— 
Assoon as we shall certainly know the re- 
sult of the great and important step which 
his majesty the emperor of all the Russias 
has taken at the court of Berlin, we shail 
add without delay, whatever remains to be 
communicated farther upon the subject of 
the friendly propositions here explained, 
and upon the plan of operations for the 
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two courts in Germany; and shall for), 
with submit it to the court of Russias 
No. ILI. (B)—-Extracts from a paper inj. 
tled, “‘ Remarks on the Plan of Operation 
proposed by Austria.” th 
The plan which the cabinet of Vienn, 

has transmitted to that of St. Peter, 
presents a new proof of the intimate cop 
fidence mutually subsisting between the tw 


imperial courts ; and if the war now under.” 


taken to check and restrain the ambition of 
Bonaparte shall terminate happily, its suo, 
cess must be owing to the continuation of 
that confidence. Upon this principle y 
shall, without dissembling any difficulty, 
offer our remarks upon the plan, article 
article, in order to obviate as much as 
sible the difficulties apprehended by the 
Austrian cabinet.—The plan begins with 
stating asa fact, “that the real forces of 
“the French amount, upon the new one 
“‘ nization, to 598,084 men, and with th 
“ addition of those which are at the dispos 
“‘ sal of the French govt., to 651,964 men," 
“« The cabinet of St. Petersburgh has reason 
to believe, that the French army is fit 
from being complete on its new organi 
tion; in consequence of the difficulty 
which the French govt. has to surmodnt, 
and notwithstanding the violent means itis 
obliged to use, to muster the fresh’ com 
scripts, who strive, in all possible ways, to 
avoid the service.—Besides, though ‘th 
English should be unable to effect any dit 
embarkation on the French coast, sufficient 
for the prosecution of regular war withif 
France, they may, nevertheless, occupy 4 
considerable number of the French troops 
by menacing a descent on all the accessible 
points; on the lower Elbe, on the Wese, 
on the coasts of Holland, Flanders, France, 
and Italy.» The French, in short, mist 


be naturally obliged to divide their street 


and distribute their forces for the defence 
every assailable point of their possessions 
—It follows that the French can never bei 
a condition to oppose so many as 500,00) 
men to the operations of the:powerrd 
the coalition, and that a deduction ofp 
haps one third of their forces may be cow 
fidently reckoned upon. ‘The dispropor 
tion of 250,000 Austrians and 116,00 
Russians to the French troops which a 
be brought to act against them, will therm 
fore be less considerable than it has bet 
supposed.From the unfavourable @ 
culation of the relative forces of Frintt 


and the allies, which is presented int 
plan of the court of Vienna, the followi} 
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gonelusions have been drawn; “1. That 
«the local advantages which France’ en- 
«joys by its geographical position, whether 
pa et or for aggression, are such, 
sthat itis desirable to remain at peace till 
% a moré favourable conjunction of affairs.” 
This reasoning would be solid and just, 
if itwere probable that any more favour- 
able conjuncture of affairs should hereafter 
arise; if the court of Vienna could, in 
the mean while, prepare and augment its 
forces, and if the state of things should, in 
other respects, remain unaltered.—But, 
whileEurope temporises, Bonaparte’s govt. 
acquires every day new stability. His pow- 
er increases by the subjugation and new or- 

ization of all Lombardy and Parma. 

e relative geographical advantages can 
undergo no change favourable to Austria; 
but, in fact, the contrary. Besides, there 
can be nothing more dangerous than the 
policy of the French govt. which has ever 
gained more by negociations than by its 
ams, If we enumerate the battles of the 
last war, the French lost as many as they 
gained. It is always in the intervals between 
one great period and another, in seasons 
ofinsincere, nominal peace, that they en- 
large their dominions.—We are therefore 
firmly persuaded, that the court of Vienna, 
if it would consult its own true interests, 
should not hesitate to renew the war as 
speedily as possible; and ought to make 
every effort to prevent Bonaparte from con- 
solidating his power. Assured of the as- 
sistance of Russia and of England, when 
shall it find a conjuncture more favour- 


thle?-The second thing assumed as a con- 


clusion in the Austrian plan, is “ that, if 
* war be inevitable, the allied courts ought 
“to'act with the most vigorous efforts of 
“ which they arecapable.” In this the court 


Of Vienna has formed ajust opinion. But 


it errs in supposing for a moment, that 
it would be left alone in the midst of the 


‘contest. The good faith and honour off 


his'majesty the emperor of Russia are too 
well known, to admit a shadow of mis- 
trust upon this head. Neither would the 
English govt. be disposed to sacrifice such 


. 


‘MMmense sums of money, if its determina- 


tion were not finally fixed.—After this con- 

ion in the plan are mentioned three 
things, the co-operation of which is requi- 
tite in-order to bring forward those great 
energies which are necessary to the guccess 
of the alliance, namely, the military ar- 
Tangements, the financial arrangements, 


end the general policy.—1, “ It is stated, | 
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“* that military efforts would be of no 
‘* avail, if the Austrian armies should enter 
** the field less than 300,000 strong.”——We 
entertain too high an opinion of the resour- 
ces of the court of Vienna, to doubt but 
the Austrian army may be put in a short 
time upon such a respectable footing, as to 
enter the field insufficient force. Being in 
alliance with Russia, and certain of the 
good faith of that power, it will have on! 
France to oppose, and will not be under 
any great necessity of maintaining a force 
to observe Prussia.—It is very true, that the 
French, as soon as they shall see war to be 
inevitable, will put themselves ih motion ; 
and that Austria will have to sustain their 
first attack till the Russians join them, 
But, as the Russian troops are ready to 
march, a body of them may be detached 
immediately, which shall advance by forced 
marches to assist in the protection of the 
hereditary dominions of the house of Aus 
tria, and to arrest the first impetuosity of 
the torrent.—2. The finances are next men- 
tioned in the plan. The difficulty in regard 
to them, must be in a great measure remo- 
ved by the subsidy from England. Besides, 
it is certainly to be expected, that in this, 
asin what regards the completion of the ar- 
my, the court of Vienna will not fail to em- 
ploy all its means and resources.—The con- 
tingent of Russia would be, on the whole, 
115,000 men, deducting 25,000 for the 
kingdom of Naples, There would remain 
90,000 to act in Germany, which might be 
conveniently formed into two armies, one 
of 50,000 men to assemble on the frontiers 
of Galicia opposite to Lemberg ; the other, 
of 40,000 to assemble along the Bourg, op- 
posite. Lublin.—The first of these armies 
might, upon the first appearance of hosti- 
lities, detach the column mentioned which 
should march across Galicia towards the 
Danube, to assist in opposing the first at« 
tempts of the French upon the hereditary 
dominions in Germany, when it should have 
arrived in the vicinity of Ratisbon ; its sub- 
sequent movements would be determined 
by the condition of the Austrian army.— 
The rest of the Russian army should follow 
immediately, in order to reach its destina- 
tion with the smallest possible loss of time. 
—The other army would march by Lublin 
and Cracow.—lIt were to be wished that 
we should know what routes the court of 
Vienna would particularly desire, that these 
two armies should take. In all cases, their 
marches should be arya a alran- 
ged, that they may not meet at Teschen.— 
d 
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As to their operations, the first might 
be employed on the left bank of the Da- 
nube, in communication with the Austrians 
upon the opposite bank, having its left up- 
on Donauwert.—The second army, upon 
arriving in Bohemia, would proceed into 
Franconia, or wherever the state of affairs 
should require its presence.—The court of 
St. Petersburgh is about to send a confiden- 
tial person to Paris, to make a last endea- 
vour to persuade Bonaparte to listen to rea- 
sonable conditions. Should these be .ac- 
cepted, it may prevent the war. But, in 
the mean time, nothing is to be neglected: 
for, it is certain, that we shall succeed on- 
ly in proportion as we put ourselves in a 
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respectable position. And we oughtitoly 


ready to begin, the moment the negociation 
terminates. The reasonings suggested up 


Operations, appear to proceed upon’ 

salutary and judicious views. It is agreed, 
that any operations against the frontier of 
France, along the Rhine, whether below o 
above Mentz, would be attended with greg 
difficulty. It is rather on the Italian lin 
that the first success is to be expected, Jt 
is consequently towards that quarter that 
the priucipal efforts ought to be directed, 
All this part of the plan must be allowed to 
be perfectly well arranged. 





Extract of the Protocol of Conferences between the Aus 


trian Generals and the Atd-de-Camp General Baron de Wintzingerode. 


Observations of the Austrian generals. 


1. Requests information on the num- 
ber of troops composing the first Russian 
army destined to enter by Brody. 


2. Requests information respecting the 
artillery of the line and reserve, as well as 
the ammunition with which it will be sup- 
plied. 


3. Information respecting relays for the 
conveyance of artillery and provisions, al- 
so respecting officers and baggage horses. 


4. Daily supply of rations of bread and 
fodder. 


5. Amount of relays required for the pre- 
sent year. 


6. The day fixed for the army quitting 
its present quarters, what will be the num- 
ber and strength of each column, on its en- 
tering Gallicia during the march towards 
the place of their destination, what rout 
a: d halting days have been determined on f 
the day fixed for their reaching the farther 
frontier of Austria, towards Bavaria, viz.. 
the banks of the Inn. 
~ N.B. M. de Wintzingerode having delay- 


¢ Observations of General Baron de Wints 
zingerode. ° ; 

1. The gen. Wintzingerode is confident 
that his imp. maj. will resolve that the to 
tal of this first army shall amount to 54,016 
men and 7,920 horses, therein being com 
prised the infantry, cavalry, and artillery, 
as well as the regiments of Chasseurs and 
Cossacks: and every measure has been 
taken to complete the regiments destined 
fur this service. 

2. The total of the artillery willbe: 

‘[hree pounders 8; six pounders 136; 
twelve pounders 32; howitzers 24; total 
200. With respect to ammunition, he was 
assured that each field piece would be fur 
nished with 200 cartridges, and each fir 
lock with 120. ' 

3. ‘The train of artillery may be estime 
ted generally fur the first year at 3000 hor 
ses, and each regiment would be furnished 
with 255 horses for the conveyance of pte 
visions. 

4, Generally speaking, it might be esti 
mated at 66,000 rations of bread, and 19,480 
rations for horses. 

5. As the army will have at the outseta 
sufficient supply of this nature, very smal 
relays will be necessary, and no arbittay 
requisitions will be permitted. 

6. The day on which the troops were to 
begin their march, was fixed for the 16thal 
August; on which day the first column will 
reach Brodye The number of the columns 

_was fixed at six ; each of about 9 or 10,00 
men ;.and care,will be taken that a due pie 
portion of artillery and cavalry be at 
to each column, 


Gen. , Wintzingerode, in acknowledgitg 
3 





on the probable progress of the miktay 
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ed his'departure from Vienna four days, 
the first Russian column will not move till 
the 20th of August, and consequently the 
other terms must vary accordingly. 

N.B. In case that the cross roads from 
Brinn. to _Krems' should on examination 
be found too difficult, the army will take 
the rout from Briinn to Vienna, and thence 
along the high road to Lintz; and every 

ible exertion will be made to recover 
forced‘marches the loss of time occasion- 
ed by this detour. 


faible 
_ % Asks that this first Russian army might, 
in case circumstances should require it, take 
adifierent line of march, either towards 
Italy, or to some other point of the frontiers 
of Germany. N. B. gen. Wintzingerode 
replied, that the commanding officer of 
this army. would be directed to adopt any 
new line of march, which might be pointed 
gut to him by hisimp, and royal maj. him- 
self, or by H. R..H. the archduke Charles. 

§..To determine the relations between 
thecommanding officer of this army and 
the imperial and royal commander in chief, 
and to request that the instructions given 
to the commander of the Russian forces 


should be communicated to the Austrian. 


commander in chief. N. B. gen. Wintzin- 
getode flatters himself, that in the case of 
the absence or illness of his imp. and roy- 
al majesty, or of H.R. H. the archduke 
Charles, his imp. maj. of Russia would con- 
sent to place his army under the general 
direction of the Austrian commander in 
chief pro tempore, with this condition, ne- 
vertheless, that such Austrian commander 
inchief should: be an archduke, and that 
allorders proceedjng from him. should be 
given in the name of his imp. and royal 
maj, or in that of H.R. H. the archduke 
Charles. 

9.To agree and determine on the man- 
tery in which the combined armies shall 
reciprocally appoint a general plenipoten- 
lary to reside at their respective head-quar- 
ers, . The destination and influence of the 
sane, 


10. The arrangements taken by tle Rus- 
_ Saarmy to replace the artillery which may 
ve disabled, 
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the necessity of accelerating the march of 
this body of troops by forced marches, ad- 
ded only one condition, that no one day’s 
march should exceed 4 post miles, and that 
each 4th day should be a halting day ; and 
the hereto annexed marche-route was ac- 
cordingly agreed to.—According to this 
marche-route each Russian column will 
reach the Inn in about 2 months, and if 
each column arrives at Brody 2 days subse- 
quent to the preceding one, the last, that 
is; the 6th column will reach the banks of 
the Inn on the 20th of October. é' 
7. Agreed to. 


8. General Wintzingerode expressed, his: 
hopes that his imperial majesty would, for: 
the advantage of the:cause, place this’ Rus«: 
Sian army under the general direction’ of 
the imperial and royal commander in chief 
as far as the unity and combination’ of ope- 
rations may render it necessary: he did not, 
however, consider himself authorized. to 
give this assurance, but on the supposition 
that the imperial and royal army acting in 
Germany would be under the command of 
his royal highness the archduke Charles, or’ 
his imperial and royal majesty in person. 


9. The appointment of generals plenip. 
is deemed necessary. Their object, will 
be to maintain a good understanding be 
tween the two armies, to remove from 
among them every kind of mistrust and, 
every thing which might interfere with their 
operations, and to inform the comman- 
ders in chief of the circumstances that take 
place in the armies to which they are ap- 
pointed. 

10. Gen. Wintzingerode suggested, that: 
the remedy for.this,inconvenience should: 
be provided for in the Austrian states; He 
was informed in answer, that every possi- 
ble exertion would be made ‘for: that pur- ~ 
pose; and that it was wished that at his 
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11. On the mode of furnishing the Rus- 
sian army with ammunition: for their 
puns, and how the inconveniences are to 

obviated respecting the difference of 
calibre. 

12. What measures will be adopted for 
recruiting the Russian army in Germany, 


In addition to the twelve points above 
discussed, the Austrian generals were in- 
structed to concert measures respecting the 
2d army destined to act in Germany, as 
well as the body of Russians at Corfu, des- 
tined to be disembarked in Italy —On the 
frst article, gen. Wintzingerode declared, 
that he had no doubt but that his imp. 
maj. would give orders for this 2d army, 
which was stationed near Bryecz, to begin 
its mareh 5 days Jater than the other, so 
that on the 20th August it would pass near 
Therespol, on the frontiers of Austrian 
Gallicia : but, as this army, together with 
. that on its right wing, which is destined to 
move forward from Lithuania towards the 
frontiers of Prussia, is intended, in the 
first instance, chiefly for the purpose of 
making demonstrations against Prussia, it 
becomes impossible to fix any, thing more 
decisive, as to the line of its march, than 
that in the case of Prussia consenting there- 
to immediately, it should take the direction 
of Warsaw, thence to continue its march 
by Prussian Silesia into Bohemia, or Sax- 
ony; butin case this should not be practi- 
cable, it should proceed towards Pulawy. 
On this last supposition it becomes eq nally 
difficult to decide when this-‘army will en- 
ter Germany and join the first Russian ar- 
my: and gen. Wintzingerode can do no 
wore than give his assurance, that his im- 
perial master will endeavour (as soon as 
bis relations with Prussia and Saxony will 
permit) to cause this second army to enter 
Germany, either by the direct road of Prus- 
‘sian Silesia, or by way of Dresden, (should 
this last step be rendered necessary by his 
relations with Sexony, to be regulated by a 
preliminary concert with Austria), or by way 
of Pragne, in each of these two cases, 


return to St, Petersburgh, a general ® 
a staff officer of the artillery should ly 
sent to Vienna to concert measures 94 
this subject with the Austrian departmey 
of artillery ! Pes 
11, These will be arranged in the way 
proposed in the former article.) } 


‘if 


12. Besides the garrison battalions which 
are stationed on the Russian frontier, the 
regiments whereof are to be comple 
baron de Wintzingerode hopes that his imp, 
maj. will be disposed to establish in Ge. 
many, at some distance from the: army, g 
corps de reserve, in the proportion of § 9 
10, to 100. tae 


however, thisarmy will then direct its marc} 
to the left, towards the Danube > Or per 
haps in the whole, or in part, towards the 
Main, should circumstaices require it 
With respect to the destination of this 2% 
dimy, a wish was'expresséd on the part of 
Austria, ‘that the émperor ‘of Russia, % 
sdon as it shall have joined the right’ wing 
of the first army, would place the commai- 
ding officer of the same under the orders 
of the commanding officer of the first, ih 
order that this last may be able to employ 
the forces of the other in the execution of 
any orders he may have received: fromthe 
commander in chief of the Austrian army 
This determination becomes highly impor 
tant from the consideration that this army, 
even should it be joined by a Prussian ar 
my, and by a considerable number of troops 
of the empire, will never be in a state t 
act offénsively beyond the Rhine, from 
Basle to the lower Rhine, ‘and particular 
ly against Mentz.—For should even ‘this 
Body of troops become as numerous as 1810 
be wished, the loss of one battle must be 
always considered as very possible, and the 
consequence of this might be the defeator 
destruction of the whole army, without the 
possession of any means of defence beyotid 
the Rhine, and having no other retrett 
than the bridges over the river. It wet 
better on the other hand to consider the 
whole extent of country along the uppét 
and lower Rhine as impregnable ; and the 
whole united force of the two Russian d 


mies and of the Austrain army will be bet 


‘ter employed in the conquest of Switzer 
land, 4 the hopes of being able to pene! 
trate through that country into France; and 
no other part of the second army, Wit 
is to form the right wing of the combined 
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force need be employed on the lower Rhine 
than @ corps of observation, to prevent 
any divetsions that might be attempted by 
‘the enemy. ‘The. extent of these diver- 
sions must regulate the force of this. corps 
of observation, which in general may con- 
sist. of @ Corps Volant of a few thousand 
men, for the purpose of guarding the river 
g3faras Mentz, and the left bank of the 
‘Main; whilst the Russian and Prussian 
together, with those. of their allies’ 
acting in lower Germany, in the first in- 
stance, against Hanover, and then against 
Holland, would bave.to observe the same 
plan with respect to the line between them 
and the,right. bank of the Main; so that 
these two. corps volans shall assist and keep 
-a communication with one another. 
General Wintzingerode has declared that he 
has no doubt that his imperial majesty will 
fully accede to’ the whole of the ahove im- 
portant proposition.—-With respect to the 
Rassian-troops at Corfou, gen.. Wintzinge- 
rode hasi\had no imStructions: but he is 
confident that itis the intention of bis im- 
perialomajesty to land them in the king- 
domof Naples, immediately after the com- 
mencement. of hostilities, and that the 
count/Razoumofsky has already been au- 
thorized to forward these orders, immedi- 
ately,.on the application of the court of 
Vienna, to. general Lascy, commander in 
chief at Corfou,.who would communicate 
the same to the commander in chief of the 
5000 English troops at Malta. ‘Fhat these 
troops were in constant readiness to. em- 
bark, and: that they would likewise be lan- 
_ded.in' the kingdom of Naples.—In pursu- 
ance of. these sentiments of his: imperial 
maj., it would be advisable that the count 
Razoumofsky should without loss of, time; 
communicate such orders to general Lasey,’ 
in order that, as soon as he should receive 
from the Austrian general advices of the 
commencement of hostilities in the north 
of Italy, be should instantly embark his 
troops, land them in the kingdom of Na- 
ples; unite them to the Neapolitans and 
English, and begin to act offensively against 
the troops of the enemy stationed in that 
country.—General Wintzingerode added, 
that he would not fail to represent the se- 
veral important. reasons advanced on the 
partof Austria, for recommending that ge- 
neral Lascy should be ordered to pursue the 
enemy, on his retreat from lower Italy with 
the whole of the troops at. hisdisposal, to 
endeavour to form a junction with the 
Austrian army, and as sogn as that shall be 
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effected, to assist, with the Russians, Nea- 
politans, and English under his orders, the 
operations of the grand Austrian army, ac- 
cording to the plan of the commander in 
| chief,—After dué consideration, it was on 
both sides deemed too hazardous to attempt 
a disembarkation from Corfou in the king- 
dom of Naples before the commencement 
of hostilities, as such a measure might in- 
terfere with the negociations for peace; 
and as the circumstance alone of a body of 
Russians being at Corfou, and. a body of 
English troops at Malta, both in constant 
readiness to-embark, is sufficient to detain 
the French army which is in the kingdom of 
Naples, and to prevent them making any 
detachment, to reinforce those in the north 
ofItaly. ‘The Austrian generals then discus- 
sed other points principally relating to ecor 
nothicalarrangements, on which it was d ci- 
ded: 1, With respect to the subsistence of 
the first Russian army, Austria engages to 
supply it, from the 16th of Aug. inclusive, 
with bread, meat,.and forage. But. for 
the two first days subsequent to their pass- 
ing the frontier, that is, the 16th and 17th 
of Aug. each column should. provide itself 
with its necessaries from its present quar= 
ters ; as no preliminary measures could be 
|taken for this effect by Austria, without 
disclosing the seeret : that, for the remain- 
der of the march, arrangements will. be 
made for supplying the troops and horses 
with whatever is necessary for their subsis- 
tence.— An office for the controul of theac 
counts is to be established at Vienna, from 
the day on which the troops shall .enter 
Gallicia, at the expiration of each month; 
and it has been arranged that seme person 
should be sent to Vienna, furnished on the 
part of Russia with full powers, who should 
remain there for this object ; and that the 
expenses for each month shall be paid with- 
in the space of 3 months, 2..The arrange- 
ments for the maintenance of the second 
army, are agreed upon in the like manner, 
3. As soon as the Russian army shall have 
entered Bavaria, they shall provide for their 
own subsistence. 4. It isagreed, thatas 
soon as the two armies shall be on foreign 
territory, the requisitions for their subsis- 
tence shall.be made and apportioned by 
the general direction for provisioning the 
‘army in Austria, All parts of the German ~ 
empire belonging to the house of Austria, 
shall be exempted from Russian requisi- 
tions.. 5. If m»the case of reverses, the 
combined army should be necessitated. to 
retreat into the hereditary dominions, Aus~ 
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tria shall provide for the maintenance of the 

Russian troops, but the reimbursements 

shall be made every three months. 6. On 

.the return of the Russian troops after the 

peace, they shall be maintained on the same 

principles. 7. At the request of gen. Wint- 
zingerode, a promise is made to him, that 

2 or 3 Austrian régiments of light horse 

shall be attached to the Russian army, to 

furnish the advanced posts; and’ that, if 
possible, some horse artillery would be ad- 
ded to them. 'Fhis measure is deemed par- 
ticularly requisite in the beginning of the 
campaign, while the Russians are ignorant 
of the language of the country. 8. The 
mutual surrender, from the 11th of next 

August, of the deserters of both armies, of 

whatever nation they may be, together with 

all their baggage, horses, &c. |9. The 4 

regiments of dragoons ‘attached to the first 

army, shall receive.at Briinn, or at'Lintz, 

@ reimbursement of dragoon swords, to the 

amount of about 3000. Jt is moreover 

agreed, that all other objects which have 
not been discussed in this protocol, and 
which may hereafter require to be deter- 
mined upon, shall be in all cases explain- 
ed with a friendly confidence on both sides. 

Vienna, 16th July 1805. (Signed) Prince 

de ScnwaRZENBERG. Baron’ de Mack. 

“Baron de Cor.remBacn. ‘Baron de 

WINTZINGERODE. 

No. HI. (D.) ‘(Trauslation.) Copy of a 
Dispatch from the Count de Razoumoffsky, 
dated at Vienna the 291h April (11. May) 
1805. 

Since the creation of the council of 
war, I have this day to mention its first 
meeting, which, directed to other details 
than thoseof the administration, at length 
presents an. object worthy ‘of. attention. 

The ‘conferences took place in the presence 

of his majesty the emperor om Monday and 

Tuesday last. The committee was compo- 

sed of the two archdukes Charles and John, 

the president and vice-president of) the 
council, and quarter-master-general Mack. 

The question submitted to their delibera- 

tion turned on the prodigious increase of 

the French forees in Italy; onthe imminent, 
danger which thence resulted to the fron- 
tiers of the hereditary states ; on the rapi- 

. dity with which, from the first hostile de- 

termination of Bonaparte, they would be at- 

tacked; and on the absolute impossibility 
of resis tance, This situation was delibe- 
rately considered, and it was unanimously 
decided, even with the consent of the arch- 
duke Charles, that it was necessary to rein- 
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force the troops in that quarter: This point 
being settled, the necessary details will be 
arranged in consequence ; and I lose'no 
time in forwarding to you the most impor. 
tant’ of:their resolations. 
(Translation.) Extract from @ Memoir op 
the Situation of Affairs. Communicated by 
‘Count Starhemberg. Rea 
Never were hopes, founded on the 
most salutary views and plans, destroyed 
‘by a more fatal blow, than the disastroug 
reverse which our army ‘in Germany-hag 
experienced by a concourse of unfortunate 
circumstances, the consequence of a:single 
fault.—The simultaneous co-operation: of 
the ‘two imperial courts of! England ‘and 
Prussia should have offered, atthe ‘coma 
‘mencement of the war, a chain of armed 
forces from the north to’ the south and 
should have obliged France, by mutual dit 
versions, to separate hers. It wasour first 
misfortune, that none of the hopes, we had 
placed in diversions. on the north: of the 
continent, which might have obliged the 
emperor of the French to divide the troops 
that he had withdrawn ¢fom his coasts, 
were realised ; and not only all these troops 
were able to be employed against our army 
in Germany, but even the Gallo-Bataviaw 
army and. that.of Bernadotte could: quit 
Holland and: Hanover also, without impes 
diment, to join in the attack. It 'is to this 
circumstance that the French troops which 
were Oppused to ours, owe the superiority 
of their fumbers; for, deducting these 
two-arinies, the troops arrived from the in- 
terior in the course of the month. of Oct, 
have but little exceeded the number of 
Austrian troops placed on the Iiler, where, 
in the strong position which they occupied 
they would have been able: to await the 
junction of the first army of his maj. the 
emperor .of Russia. . There was even @ 
moment when they had the hope of pre 
venting the junction of the French troops 
from the north with those arrived from the 
interior of France, by falling on a party of 
the latter; when, as a second misfortune 
the violation of the Prussian neutrality 
suddenly changed the face of affairs and 
reduced our German army to the alterna. 
tive, either to fall back immediately on the 
Inn, or see itself: surrounded and destroy: 
ed, » The retreat on the: Inn should. bave 
| prevented every disagreeable consequence, 
| Joined to the: body of the army under the 
‘general in chief de Kutusow, these troops 
| would have been sufficient to resist the li- 





Imited French forces ; the subsequent atts 
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yabof the second Russian army, and, fi- 
nally, the developement of other measures 
of the coalition, might have procured to 
the allied troops that superiority of force 
which-had been absolutely depended on in 
the mutual engagements. ‘Through the in- 
conceivable fault of a genera] chosen for a 
reputation gained by former successes, the 
amy of Germany remained on the Iller; 
and in the course of a few days, without 
having been beaten, after some slight ac- 
tions in which it had rather the advantage 
than the disadvantage, the greater part of 
the army was taken, and the remainder 
dispersed. All the following misfortunes 
were the inevitable consequences of this 
disaster—The united French forces in 
Germany alone exceeding, without the al- 
lied troops, 110 thousand men, advanced 
against the Austro-Russian troops posted 
on the Inn, which amounted to little more 
than the half of that number. To expose 
these troops to a regular combat against a 
force double their number, would have 
been to risk the ruin of them before the ar- 
rival. of the second army of his maj. the 
emperor of Russia; it would have been to 
commit the same fault that had just lost our 
amy of Germany. On the contrary, to 
preserve the first Russian army entire until 
the arrival of the second, became the prin- 
cipal object of the dispositions which were 
concerted by his maj. in person with the 
general in chief Kutusow.—To complete 
our disappointments, the arrival of the 
second Russian army was delayed more 
than a month by the first armaments which 
the court of Berlin threatened to oppose to 
those of the court of Petersburg, The 
troops therefore, under generals de Mer- 
feldt and Kutusow, unable to maintain a 
position on the Inn or in any other part of 
Austria, were obliged to fall back upon 
Moravia. The inevitable consequence of 
“this movement was the progressive ad- 
vance of the enemy in upper and lower 
Austria, Having reached the last bridge 
on the Danube above Vienna, near Krems, 
the Russian army had no other alternative 
than to pass it, in order to avoid being cut 
off from the left bank and from the route into 
Moravia. From that moment the fate of 
the capital of Austria was decided, consi- 
dering the impossibility of defending it 
‘within the walls, unless the time necessary 
for the arrival of reinforcements could be 
Gained by means of an armistice for a very 
short period, Many reasons concurred to 
Fender his majesty desiroys of saving his 
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capital by such an armistice; he therefore: 
determined to send lieutenant general 
count de Giulay to the emperor Napoleon 
to propose it. The negociation was, with- 
out effect.—Vienna was occupied by the 
French; and his maj. thought, by the 
sacrifice of his capital, at least to have en- 
sured to the first Russian army the facility 
of forming a junction with the second. To 
this effect he gave the most positive orders, 
that the great bridge in front of Vienna 
should be destroyed, whereby four or five 
days march would have been gained to the 
general in chief Kutusoff. Prince Murat, 
however, deceived the person to whom 
this charge was intrusted, by the unworthy 
falsehcod that peace was just concluded 
between Austria and Trance, and he thus 
prevented the demolition of that bridge. 
This cruel incident exposed the first Rus- 
sian army to the most imminent danger of 
being surrounded and destroyed, before it 
could join the army of general Buxhovden, 
as well as a corps of 10,000 Austrians 
|that had retreated from Vienna. Had 
this misfortune happened, the continuation 
of the war would have been evidently im- 
possible. The destruction of the first 
army of his maj. the emperor of Russia 
would have infallibly led to that of the se- 
cond, and of every subsequent reinforce- 
ment, successively and separately attacked 
by the great forces which Napoleon had as- 
sembled in Austria; while the army com- 
manded by his highness the archduke 
Charles in Italy, must also have been 
ruined by these forces united to those of 
Massena. In a word, the danger was so 
critical, that had there been vo other 
means of preventing it, his maj. would 
have been obliged to sign a precipitate 
peace, unfavourable indeed to himself, but 
inevitable, from motives which would have 
been but too justifiable in the eyes of his 
allies. The impossibility of prolonging 
the war ; the necessity of saving the exist- 
tence of the monarchy; the general inte- 
rests of Europe, and even of England; re- 
quired him to insure the existence of the 
Austrian monarchy, rather than to continue 
a war from which nothing could be expect- 
ed but an issue still more unfortunate, In 
short, the sacred duties by which his maj. 
was bound to his noble and faithful friend 
the emperor Alexander; duties which he 
shared with every well-disposed sovereign, 
and which imposed upon bim the obligation 
of preferring every sacrifice to the destruc- 
tion (as certain as it was useless) of the 
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brave and. well-appointed armies which 
Russia was pouring forth to his assistance. 
—In this extremity, his maj. did not hesi- 
tate to enter into new explanations with the 
emperor Napoleon, and to propose to opeh 
negociations with him for peace, as soon as 
measures to this effect might be concerted 
with the emperor Alexander, whom his 
maj. expected immediately to see in per- 
son.—But happily, these dangers and ne- 
cessities are no more. Generals Kutusow 
and Buxhévden have surmounted the diffi- 
culties which threatened to prevent the 
seasonable junction of the forces under 
their command. The mission of the Aus- 
trian envoys has been accompanied with 
the resumption of active hostilities. On 
the 27th of November, the day after they 
quitted the camp, the combined armies 
concentrated in the environs of Olmuts, 
consisting of the first and second Russian 
armies, with a body of 20,000 Austrians, 
comprehending also for their rear guard 
the imperial life guards 10,000 strong, and 
making in all an effective strengh of 80,000 
fighting men, advanced towards the enemy. 
On the 28tb they had reached Wischaw, 
and-had taken, in that city aud its environs, 
more than 600 prisoners. On the 29th 
and 30th, they continued their march to 
Austerlitz, on the way to Nikolsprug. 
(Translation.) Austrian Declaration. 
The court of Vienna has no hesitation 
to comply with the request of the emperor 
of the French, for a categorical explanation 
of their intentions, and of the motives for 
which they are arming.—The court of 
Vienna have no other intentions than to 
preserve peace and the relations of amity 
with France, as well as the general trabquil- 
lity of the continent. They have no ther 
wish than to be assured that the intentions 
of the emperor Napoleon correspond with 
theirs. —But the maintenance of peace be- 
tween two powers does not merely consist in 
abstaining from positive hostilities: it con- 
sists, with equal importance, in the due exe- 
éution of the treaties by which that peace is 
established. The power that violates those 
treaties in essential points, and which re- 
fuses to satisfy just claims, is as much the 
aggressor as if it attacked the other with- 
out a colour of justice.—The peace be- 
tween Austria and France rests on the 
treaty of Luneville, one of the conditions 
of which treaty stipulates and guarantees 


.the independence of the Italian republics, 


as well as of the Helvetian and Batavian 
republic, and ensures to them the liberty 
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to choose their own government. Eye 

attempt to force upon them thevadoption 
of agovernment, a constitution, a master 
otherwisé than by their own free choice, 
and in a manner that shall interfere with 
their absolute political independence, jg 
a violation of the treaty of Luneville; ang 
Austria is entitled to claim and insist upon 
redress.—The wish to maintain a mutual 
amity, to allay every mistrust, and to pre. 
serve the public tranquillity from further 
danger, may, in the midst-of critical and 
delicate circumstances, engage the con. 
plaining party to exercise a certain circuni. 
spection and moderation in requiring re 
dress, and. to put off the discussion tog 
future negociation; but his respect’ for 
friendship cannot make it his duty to dis. 
regard the conditions of treaties; and the 
power who, after having violated them, 
avoids every explanation, refuses to nego. 
ciate, and menaces where she ought to 
conciliate, equally sets at defiance the laws 
of friendship and the sacred rights of peace, 
For the. preservation of the public tran. 
quillity, each state is bound to confine itself 
within its own limits, and to respect the 
rights and independence of other states, 


‘strong as well as weak. This tranquillity 


is endangered when one power arrogates 
to itself rights of occupation, of protection, 
of influence, countenanced veither by the 
law of nations, nor by treaties; when this 
power speaks of the rights of victory after 
the peace which has annihilated those 
rights ; when she employs force and ter 
ror to dictate laws to her neighbours, to 
oblige them to assimilate their constitution 
to her own, or to wrest from them alli- 
ances, concessions, acts of submission 
and of incorporation; when she pretends 
that her dignity is offended by well. 
founded representations, whilst her own 
publications attack every sovereign in gut.’ 
cession; finally, when she’ erects ‘herself 
into the sole arbitress of the fate aud of 
the common interests of Europe, and ait 
at excluding other powers from any share 
in the maintenance of the general tram 
quillity and equilibrium, some of them be 
cause they are too distant, others because 
an arm of the sea separates them fromthe 
continent; meeting the complaints of the 
powers nearest to the danger with evasive 
answers, with assembling troops upon their 
frontiers, with menaces of war, should 
they assume a posture of defence 
And this is then the power who provokes 
the other states to arm, to assist ead 
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other; and if necessary to unite for the 

vation of their own, and the public 
safety.—Thus is it, that the armaments of 
the court of Vienna have been. gradually 
called forth, as well by the armaments of 
France, as by the inefliciency of concilia- 
tory measures, towards the sure mainte- 
nance of a real peace, and of future tran- 
quillity—All Kurope has recognized the 
sincerity of the pacific dispositions of his 
maj. the emperor, in his exact fulfilment 
ofthe conditions of the treaty of Luneville, 
in his great condescension relative to the 
Jatitude assumed in opposition to his inte- 
yests upon the execution of this treaty in 
Germany, in the moderation which he 
displayed in no less a degree, concerning 
the first deviations of the French repub- 
lic from the same treaty, as applied to 
other states.—-Attributing these deviations 
tothe necessity of securing from all foreign 
interruption the developement of the plan 
formed for the re-establishment of the 
monarchical govt. in France, his maj. did 
not scruple to recognize the state of things 
established in Italy towards the end of the 
year 1802, Confidence in the views of 
the first consul, the engagements entered 
into by that person with respect to the new 
Italian republic, in relation to the tempo- 
rary duration of his presidency, the pub- 
licand solemn assurances which accom- 
panied and followed his elevation to the 
imperial dignity, of his disinclination to all 
plans of aggrandizement, and to all at- 
tempts to disturb the independence of the 
Italian seats; in short, the subsisting en- 
gagements on his part, towards the sove- 
reign of’ Russia, particularly relating to 
the compensations to be made to the king 
of Sardinia, and to a general arrangement 
ofthe affairs of Italy, all these motives have 
concurred to excite and to cherish in the 
mind of his maj. the hope that the consoli- 
dation of the new Frenchempire would ina 
short time bring back the policy and the 
measures of their govt. to a standard com- 
patible with the balance and the safety of 
Europe. And, when some time after- 
wards the first report of approaching al- 
terations in the states of Lombardy, in- 
duced the ambassador of the court of Vi- 
enna at Paris to demand explanations upon 
this point, his maj. was still further con- 
firmed in his hopes, by the official assu- 
vance given in the name of the emperor 
Napoleon, that the Italian republics should 
fot be united to France, and that no in- 
ovation should be made, in any degree af- 

Vou, VI. dppendis. 
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fecting their political independence, Eu- 
rope must judge whether these assurances 
have been fulfilled. ‘The emperor bas not 
ceased to claim that fulfilment, as will be 
proved by the correspondence which fol- 
lows between the two sovereigns, aud the 
official and ostensible representations which 
the ambassador count Philip de Cobentzl 
was directed to make ; and, though the let« 
ters by which the empefor Napoleon com- 
municated to his maj. his project for the es+ 
tablishment of a kingdom of Italy were ac- 
companied by threats and armaments; 
though every thing from that moment. be- 
trayed what the event has since proved; 
that the French emperor was decided to 
maintain hisinnovations by force, veverthes 
less his maj. has never recognized projects, 
which were daily announced to him as pro- 
visional and temporary arrangements. His 
maj. confined himself to repelling and re- 
futing certain charges, which served as a 
pretext to justify the threats, and to making 
known his hopes, that the principle of se- 
paration and independence sanctioned by 
the treaty, would be maintained by the 
definitive arrangements, which. the empe- 
ror Napoleon had declared were to depend 


‘upon future negotiations with the courts of 


Petersburg and London, at the epoch of 
the re-establishment of peace.—These ne- 
gociations were indeed the only ground of 
hope which his maj. still preserved, of pla- 
cing his conciliatory measures through the 
peace on a firm basis, and of restoring at 
length tranquillity to Europe, which was 
alarmed through every part from north to 
south by enterprises, the uumber and ex- 
tent of which were every moment on the 
increase. His majesty the emperor of the 
French had made the first overture towards 
a reconciliation with the king of England, 
without, however, in any degree, relinquish-~ 
ing his intention of excluding that monarch 
from the right of interfering in the most 
important concerns of the continent.—Thig 
restriction, joined to the relations which 
existed between himself and the court of 
Petersburg, induced his Britannic maj..to 
have resource to the mediation of his maj. 
the emperor of Russia, who, notwithstand- 
ing the interruption of his official inters 
course with France, did not hesitate to in- 
terpose his good offices, to send for that 
purpose a negociator, and to solicit hig ad- 
mission to the presence of the sovereign of 
France. But the hope founded upon all 
these pacific proceedings speedily vanish- 
ed; fresh blows were struck, aflecting the 
e 
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political existence of other independent 
states of Italy, at the moment. when the 
French govt. were sending to the Russian 
negociator the passport demanded for bis 
journey to France. ‘The emperor Alexander 
from that time conceived himself obliged to 
consider his mediation as rejected. On the 
other side, the French armies were sudden- 
Jy assembled iu Italy, notwithstanding the 
promise of making no armament in that 
country ; a camp of 30,000 men, collected 
in the plain of Marengo, was followed by 
another camp of 40,000, which was form- 
ed on the frontiers of the Tyrol, and of 
the Venetian provinces of Austria. His 
maj. then found himself compelled to pro- 
vide effectually for his own safety. He 
then felt convinced, that the sentiments of 
peace, friendship, and moderation which he 
had professed, met with no such return on 
the part of the French emperor, as to allow 
him to neglect any longer the adoption of 
measures necessary for the defence of his 
rights and the maintenance of the digni- 
ty of his empire :—Such is the cause of his 
present armaments. But the same senti- 
ments, which have created such an anxiety 
in his maj.’s mind to avoid putting these 
measures into execution, bave likewise ac- 
tuated him in fixing the object to which 
they are pointed.—The emperor arms with 
no hostile views. He does not arm to make 
a diversion for the expedition against Eu- 
gland, which cannot be supposed to have 
been delayed during two years until the 
very moment when France bad provoked 
Austria and Russia by aggressions in no 
way authorized by the war with Great Bri- 
tain: he arms for the preservation of the 
peace which subsists between him and 
France, for the maintenance of the con- 
ditions of that peace, without which the 
peace would be illusory; to bring about an 
equitable arrangement to which the modera- 
tion of all the powers interested in it may 
contribute, and which is likely to ensure the 
equilibrium and permanent tranquillity of 
Eurcpe.—The measures by which his ma- 
jesty has invited the principal courts inte- 
rested in the renewal of the negociations 
which have been broken off, were directed to 
this object. The unexpected refusal with 
which his interposition has been met by 
his maj. the emperor of the French, does 
not deter him from repeating it.—His maj. 
has been more fortunate with the emperor 
Alexander. This sovereign, who so glo- 
riously fills a distinguished station among 
the powers of Europe, the equilibrium and 
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welfare of which are the constant object 
of his cares, mauifests, in the annexed gy 
swer which his maj. has just received,: ay 
equal desire to contribute to tle conclusiog 
of a just and moderate arrangement. Hg 
is equally convinced of the necessity of 
arming eventually, and is necessitated) 
that very distance, which is alledged, for 
the purpose of contesting the right and im. 
portance of his mediation, to advance g 
part of his armies, with a view to ensure, 
to his intervention all the weight and eff. 
ciency worthy of so great a potentate.~Ty 
sum up the proofs of the ‘sincerity of the 
two imperial courts of Austria and Russia, 
the following declaration is announced jp 
their joint names: ‘ That they are ready 
to negociate with the court of France for 
the maintenanee of the peace of the con. 
tinent on the most moderate terms which 
are compatible with the general tranquil 
lity and safety. That whatever should be 
the issue of the negociation, and should 
war become inevitable, they are mutually 
bound to each other, to abstain from every 
attempt to interfere in the internal affaix 
of France ; to disclaim all thought of al 
tering the state of property and conpexions, 
as they are now legitunately established ip 
the German empire, to propose no assump. 
tion of the rights and interests of the Otte 
man porte; but that on the contrary, they 
are ready to defend to the utmost of their 
means the security and integrity of the 
Turkish dominions. Lastly, That Great 
Britain has made a profession of sents 
ments perfectly analogous to theirs, and 
of a disposition equally moderate for the 
re-establishment of peace with France," 
His maj. hopes that the plain and liberal 
explanations which he has now made, will 
be well calculated to dissipate the doubts 
which might exist on the part of the empe 
ror Napoleon, respecting the intentions 
and motives by which his maj. is guided; 
and every wish of his heart will be gratified 
if these explanations should contribute to 
prevent the misfortunes from which no ee 
deavour of his has been wanting to save 
manki: 
(Translation.) Answer of the French Go 
ternment to the Declaration of Austr, 
dated Paris, 13th Aug. 1805. 


The undersigned having, at the clos | 


of the conversation he had the honour # 
hold with count Cobentzl, instantly tran 
mitted to Boulougne the declaration com 
municated to him by hisexc., has recel 

the commands of the emperor and king? 
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the following reply :—The emperor 
could'not but be sensibly affected by the 
sentiments of moderation which are mani- 
fesied in the declaration above mentioned, 
and by. the friendly dispositions which in- 
dine his maj. the emperor of Germany and 
Austria to desire to hasten, by his inter- 
yention, the termination of those evils 
which war occasions to France. But, the 
more importance and estimation his majes- 
attaches to the good offices of his maj. 
the emperor of Germany and Austria, the 
more his gratitude for the intention with 
which they are offered, so much the more 
does he feel, that even gratitude forbids 
him to avail himself of them, while, by 
the nature of things, or by the circumstan- 
ces of the case, it is impossible to hope 
that they should be employed with effect, 
or, consequently, without impairing, in 
some manner, the dignity of the mediating 
power. ‘This consideration would be deci- 
sive with his majesty, though it were even 
possible for him to forget what return the 
courts of London and St. Petersburgh have 
recently made to the noblest and most ge- 
nerous steps he could take towards them.— 
M. de Novossilzoff was on his way to France 
with intentions not previously communica- 
ted to the emperor. ‘The king of Prussia 
liad asked passports for him, which were 
delivered immediately, and without expla- 
pation. What advantage has his maj. de- 
fived from this extreme deference ? an of- 
fensive note, full of false assertions, has 
been the only result of a mission which the 
emperor neither called nor wished for.— 
Thus insulted in his honour, he can no lon- 
ger desire nor expect any thing from Rus- 
sia; which besides, far from wishing 
peace, founds her interest in war; and, upon 
the renewal of that, founds hopes, which 
she in vain attempts to dissemble, while 
her conduct, in every part, reveals the 
truth even to the most careless observa- 
tion—For a twélvenionth past, the em- 
peror has received only insults from the 
Rugsian cabinet; his character and senti- 
ments are too well known to leave it to be 
supposed that he will now subject himself 
to the renewal of those insults. It is for 
the emperor Alexander to judge, which 
may be the most to his satisfaction, to per- 
severe in the system which suggestions from 
ad have moved him to embrace, or to 
Tesume sentiments wiser, more moderate, 
tnd more just. It is more his own interest 
{P'return to such sentiments, than it is the 
interest of Frarice ‘to recall him to them. 
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The change must be the fruit of his own 
reflections: it is not to be sought by nego- 
ciation.—As to England, his maj. 8 months 
since, made pressing applications to engage 
her to peace, which Europe did not fail to 
estimate justly, and which would not have 
proved ineffectual, if- Englaud had reckon~ 
ed on her own resources only. But, by 
the reply of the cabinet of St. James’s, it 
became evident, that it would not think of 
peace fill all hopes were lost of rekindling 
war upon the continent, for the purpose of 
making Italy and Germany a’scene of blood 


and carnage. It is in this view, and in this 


view alone, that England has solicited the 
intervention of Russia. The cabinet of 
Vienna is too enlightened not to be sensi- 
ble of this, even though the designs and 
motives of England had not been made 
known by the solicitations and offers of sub- 
sidies with which she has incessantly beset 
the court of Vienna, in order to engage 
the Austrian govt. again to take up arms.— 
Itis not such a power that we can expect 
to persuade to relish the counsels of mo- 
deration and justice. It would be even 
vain to address her on the subject of her 
own true interests. Blind passions cause 
her to misapprehend them, the voice of 
persuasion could have no power over her. 
But, what the good offices of Austria could 
not obtain from England, Austria might 
have extorted. For this, she need not use 
either meuaces or arms, but simply a plain 
upright conduct, that shall make England 
feel her insignificance.— England well 
knows, and has more than once declared, 
that Russia alone can give her no effectual 
assistance ; and that without the co-operas 
tion of Prussia and Austria, no diversion 
would be of any use.—Prussia has declared 
that she will at no time, nor in any case, en= 
ter into any hostile design against France. 
Let the emperor of Austria make the same 
declaration, and thé British cabinet, be- 
coming sensible of their true interésts in 
regard to which there will be no longer any 
illusion to deceive her, and yielding to the 
opinion of the most enlightened men in the 
country, will sée the necessity of returning 
to the stipulations of the treaty of Amiens ; 
and will be fortunate even in that necessi+ 
ty. ‘Then the emperor of Germany will 
not only have acquired a right to the gra. 
titude of the emperor of the French, but 
will also have done more for his own true 
interest, than if he had gained battles 
against France; for, an immediate conse 
quence of the peace will be the execution 
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of the engagement. which his maj. the em- 
peror of the Freuch has, come under, and 
which he now with pleasure renews, to se~ 
parate the crowns of France and Italy.— If, 
on the contrary, Austria, by indecisive mea- 
sures, leave opinion to fluctuate in doubt 
and uncertainty ; if she thus give authority 
to the assertions of the English ministry, 
which says that she has been forced into a 
coalition; if she persist in maintaining 
72,000 men in Italy ; then the emperSr can- 
not but think that she sees with secret joy 
a war that weakens France, and that she 
judges this to be a favourable moment for 
the renewal of hostilities, which must be 
uuwelcome to the present generation.— 
His maj., who has not more than 50,000 
men in Italy, and 15,000 of these at the 
extremity of the kingdom of Naples, see- 
ing his most important frontier in dan- 
ger, and being unable to cover it without 
drawing troops from his army of .the 
ocean, cannot, mn this case, regard Aus- 
tria otherwise than as makiag a diversion 
in favour of Eugland, not less effective, 
nor to him less prejudicial than if it were 
made by open war.—His exec. count Co- 
bentzl cannot have failed to observe the 
grand and extraordinary character of the 
present crisis ; circumstances like the pre- 
sent demand a. corresponding enérgy of 
This is a truth felt by all men, 
and with the sense of which bis maj. is 
deeply penetrated. Frederic II. when he 
saw that his enemies were preparing for 
wer against him, took care to prevent them ; 
more than once the house of Austria has 
done as much. The emperor of the French 
now sees preparations in Poland and other 
preparations in Italy. ‘The places where 
these are made indicate, both that they are 
the result of a combination, and against 
whom they are directed. The undersigned 
must therefore ask count Cobentzl, what 
the emperor of Germany would do if he 
stood in the situation of the emperor of the 
French ?—However the emperor is willing 
to hope the best, for the future, which it 
depends on Austria to render happy for Eu- 
rope ; while he regards, as a presage of her 
discreet conduct, the sentiments which are 
expressed in the note received by the un- 
dersigned from count Cobentzl. Let Aus- 
tria make the same declaration as Prussia ; 
and let her confirm. it, by reducing ber 
troops, and every effective part of her ar- 
my, to the peace establishment: let her 
cease to keep 72,000 men in Italy ; let her 
again disperse in garrisons the regiments 
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which are embodied in the Tyrol ; let her 
cease from forming magazines, and fromeon, 
structing field-fortifications, which evince 
that war is imminent : then nothing willre, 
main to disturb the peace of the continent; 
that peace so desirable to all! For, if 
France have nothing to gain by a new com 
test, as little has Austria to gain by its 
and a maritime peace must very soon fol 
low, when Austria shall have declared that 
she remains, and is determined to remain 
neutral. Peace must then become the des 
sire and hope of Evugland. Before the 
month of January, such a peace will becon. 
cluded, and the treaty of Amiens will be 
re-established. The crowns of France and 
Italy will, then, be for ever separated, 
Kurope, enjoying security and repose, wil] 
owe these blessings to the wisdom of Aus. 
tria, which, by an opposite conduct, would 
have precipitated it into a state of things 
which neither the cabinet of the Thuille, 
ries, nor that of Vienna, nor any other, 
can estimate or foresee.—His exc, count 
Cobentazl will feel, that in these communi 
cations which the undersigned has beeg 
commanded to make, it was impossible for 
his maj. to evince more remarkable franks 
ness, greatness, or generosity Of minds» 
It is for the interests of Austria ‘herself, 
and for the glory of her sovereign, that the 
emperor of the French desires that his maj, 
the emperor of Germany and Austria should 
avail himself of the opportunity which now 
offers. He has now in his hands both the 
destiny of his own dominions and thatof 
Kurope. In the one he holds troubles and 
the subversion of states; in the other a 
general peace: impartial neutrality will 
give him all that he desires for himself, and 
will enable him to ensure the peace of the 
world. The most effectual mediation that 
Austria can employ for a peace is, to ob 
serve the most perfect neutrality; not to 
arm,nor oblige France to make any diver 
sion; not to allow to England any hope 
of engaging her in an offensive alliances= 
The undersigned cannot doubt but his exe, 
count Cobentzl will duly appreciate the 
considerations explained in the present 
note, and will contribute, with his infe 
ence, to procure them to be regarded it 
their true light, (Signed) Cu. Mas 


TALLEYRAND, a 


(Translation.) Note of C. M, Talleyrand, 
dated Paris, the 16th Aug. 1805, — 
His maj. the emperor had yielded wilh 

so much the more confidence to the paciti 
and amicable protestations of Austria,@ 
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Ixxiii] 
he was convinced that ke might reckon ‘on 
favourable sentiments on the part of that 
wer. After the manner in which he hus 
conducted himself towards her, after two 
‘wars in which the greatest part of the pos- 
sessions of Austria had been conquered by 
his arms, wholly occupied by the war which 
England had waged dgainst him, ‘he hoped 
that giving no cause of complaint to Aus- 
tria, Austria would maintain the most 
faithful and most impartial neutrality. But 
the movements of troops and other hostile 
dispositions which are evinced in the he- 
reditary states, and at which Europe is 
uneasy and astonished, oblige his maj. the 
emperor to demand not only a categorical 
fut also at immediate explanation.—The 
yepeated intelligence which the emperor re- 
eeives from all quarters, obliges him to 
suspend his projects against England. 
Thus Austria has done as much as if she 
had commenced hostilities; for which she 
basmade in favour of England the most 
formidable diversion.—Austria is collecting 
an army in the Tyrol, whilst France has 
evacuated the whole of Switzerland. His 
exc. the count de Cobentzl knows very 
well that Austria has 72,000 men in Italy, 
where France has but 50,000; of which 
15,000 are on the gulph..of Tarentum ; 
and it is this principaily which has deter- 
mined the emperor to suspend his projects. 
Austriaisevery where raising fortifications, 
as if war were declared, or unavoidable; 
all the troops of Austria are in motion ; all 
have quitted their garrisons; allare murch- 
ing in a direction which announces war. 
And how indeed could his maj, the empe- 
tor of Germany and of Austria assemble, 
with a pacific intention, so many regiments 
in such a country as the Tyrol; a country 
so barren aud so poor, where he cannot 
maintain them without injuring his finan- 
es? Why should he form mayazines? 
Why should he bake biscuits ? Why should 
he put in requisition so many horses and 
waggons ? It is the common law of Europe, 
that every power ought to consider the as- 
sembling of troops, the formation of maga- 
zines, the baking of biscuits, levies of 
horses for waggons, as a declaration of war ; 
particularly when such preparations are 
made on the unguarded frontiers of a pow- 
erelsewhere occupied on an opposite and 
Mistant frontier. His maj., who would 
wish to conciliate such dispositions with the 
expressions of peace of his muj. the empe- 
torof Germany, in which he has always 
ced. an entire confidence, cannot do 80 
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without supposing that that monarch is ig- 
norant of the injury he does. to France, 
and that the diversion which he has made is 
equivalent to real hostility. His maj. is plea- 
sed with the persuasion that heis indeed ig- 
noraut of it ; but the natural consequences 
of such an error being no less injurious to 
France than measures decidedly hostile 
would be, his maj. is not less interested in 
preventing them.—Protestations will no 
longer restore his confidence: his maj. can 
admit of no intermediate state between 
those of war and peace. If Austria de- 
sires peace, every thing must be reduced to 
the peace establishment. If Austria desires 
war, nothing will remain but for his maj. 
to throw on the aggressor the odium of all 
the evils which he will draw down, not on- 
ly on the present generation, but also (his 
maj. may say it with pride) on his own 
states and on hisown family; for, his maj. 
flatters himself, that he shall obtain in a 
new war the same successes as in former 
wars ; and that he shall place himself for 
the future, in security, against those diver- 
sions which are as it were a first step to~ 
wards a coalition in favour of England.— 
The undersigned is therefore charged to 
demand, in the pleasing supposition that 
Austria is really desirous of peace : 1. That 
the 21 regiments which have been sent as 
well into the German Tyrol as into the Ita- 
lian Tyrol, shall be withdrawn ; and that 
no troops shall remain in either of these 
provinces but those which were there six 
months ago. 2. That the field works be 
suspended, not that the emperor expects 
that Austria shall not raise regular fortifi- 
cations ; the right of raising them belongs 
to every state, and prudence often makes 
it the duty of princes: but as Venice is 
certainly not a fortified town, the works 
which are actually carrying on there afe 
merely field works, 3. That the troops 
which are in Styria, in Carinthia, in Care, 
niola, in Frioul, and in the Venetian terri 
tory, be reduced to the number they were 
six months ago. And lastly, that Austri¢: 
shall declare her firm and constant resolu< 
tion to preserve a strict and scrupulous 
neutrality, without taking part in the pre- 
sent diflereuces; since it js the duty of 
Austria, if she wishes to preserve neu- 
trality, to do nothing directly or indi- 
rectly in favour of England.—The un- 
dersigned is at the same time charged 
to declare to his exc. the count de Co- 
bentzl, or rather to repeat to him, the de- 
claration already so frequently made, the 
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the deatest object of his maj. the emperor 
of the French, is the continuation of peace 
with the emperor of Germany. That in 
taking those nieasures'to which he may be 
driven, as well hy a positive refusal, as by 
an evasive and tardy reply to the demands 
which the undersigned has been charged to 
make, his maj. would do it with regret. 
But that in a situation similar to his, the 
prince Charles would not hesitate, that 
prince being too good a soldier not to con- 
duct himself in the same manner, and that 
being obliged to repel force by force, he 
will not commit the error of waiting for 
the Russians to form a junction with the 
Austrians against him.—lHis exc. the count 
de Cobentz! knows too well that the pre- 
sent circumstances are too serious and too 
wrgent forthe undersigned to be under the 
necessity of requesting bim to accelerate, as 
much as lies in his power, the answer which 
bis maj. awaits with an impatience which is 
to be justified on so many reasons. The 


undersigned takes this opportunity, &c. 
(Signed) Cu. Mau. TALLEYRAND. 
<Translation.) Proclamation of the Empe- 
vor of Germany, dated Briinn, 13th Nov. 
31805. 
His maj. the emperor has never ~had 
any other desire than that of maintaining 


peace. This desire existed in the princi- 
ples of his govt., as it now exists in his 
heart. Far from having any project what- 
ever tending to aggrandize or to indemnify 
himself for the sacrifices which he has made 
to the repose of Europe at Luneville and at 
Ratisbon, his maj. required nothing more 
than to see the emperor of France, ani- 
mated with the same spirit of an enligh- 
tened and sound policy, retire within the 
limits which had been fixed by the treaty 
of Luneville.—All who are truly interest- 
ed im the fate of Europe, must feel tle jus- 
tice and moderation of these views. True 
to’ ithe sathe principles, his maj. in the 
midst of the present war, has ever been 
ready to strétch forth his hand for peace ; 
mor would he have acted otherwise,, after 
the most brilliant victories, than he now 
does while under the influence of unhappy 
evyents.—His maj. indeed flattered himself 
that the great and favourable moment of this 
reconciliation, and of the return of public 
-prosperity, could not be far distant, as the 
-emperor of France had, on different occa- 
sions, professed similar sentiments, and had 
spoken precisely in the same tone to the 
Austrian generals whom the fate of war had 
made his prisoners.—Inspired with confi- 
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dence by such dispositions, and pregsed 

a desire to divert from Vienna, a capitalsg 
dear to him, the danger which threatened 
it, and in general from his faithful subjects 
the calamities of a prolonged war, his maj, 
sent gen. count de Guilay to the head 
quarters of the emperor of the French, ig 
order to obtain in his name and that of hig 
allies, a confirmation of these pacific digs 
positions, and to receive any overture 
more explicit, which the emperor Napoleoy 
might be disposed to make on this occa 
sion, and to negociate a truce in order ts 
prepare the general negociations for peace, 
—But the hope of his maj. has been frus. 
trated ; the emperor of France demanded 
as the basis of an armistice concluded only" 
for a few weeks, ‘ that the allied troops 
“« should return to their native country, of 
‘ that the insurrection im Hungary should 
“be put an end to, and that the country 
“Venice and the Tyrol should be prov 
“ sionally given up to the French armies” 
—Europe will be sensible of the contrast 
between these conditions and the former 
language of the emperor of France! His 
maj. had by this first step fulfilled a sacred 
duty and had afforded relief to his mind= 
But it would expose the honour of his mo. 
narchy, the dignity of his house, the glory 
of the good and great people he gover 
in short the supreme interest of the state; 
it would expose them in the eyes ofhis 
contemporaries and of posterity, if, guided 
by the exclusive sense of the distressing 
though transient crisis of the moment, 
and forgetting his sacred obligation to pre 
serve the existence of the monarchy, he 
could agree to accept such preliminay 
conditions as would give a fatal blow toit, 
and break the ties of all the powers it 
amity with him.—His maj. wished fot 
peace,” and he wishes for it still with sit 
cerity and faith; but he never can me 
will consent to see himself reduced to# 
situation, without any means of defente, 
and in which both himself and his 
would be absolutely abanJoned to ‘tht 
will. of a most powerful enemy.—Unéet 
these circumstances, it only rests with bi 
maj. to trust himself to the powerful 1 
sources which are to be found in the heatts 
in the prosperity, in the fidelity, and tit 
exertion of his people, to rely upon tht 
power, yet untouched, of his great allé 
and friends the emperor of Russia andt 
king of Prussia, and to persevere in th 
close union, until the emperor of Frant 
with that moderation which is the ‘aire 
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jgurel in the crown of a great sovereign, 
shall consent to conditions of peace which 
shall not require the sacrifice of the na- 
tional honour and the independence of a: 
great state. By the express command of 
his imperial and royal maj.~ (Signed) 
Joserpu Baron DE SuMMERAU. 
EEE 
THE TWELFTH REPORT OF THE COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF NAVAL ENQUIRY.—OR- 
DERED TO BE PRINTED, 22d JANUARY, 
1800. 
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PURCHASES OF HEMP,MASTS,AND FIR TIM- 
BER, ON COMMISSION, BY MR. ANDREW 
LINDEGREN, FOR THE SERVICE OF HIS 
MAJESTY S NAVY; FROM 1795 To 1799. 
— TRANSFER OF CONTRACTS.—AND 
ALSO, OBSERVATIONS, BY WAY OF sub- 
PLEMENT TO THE FIRST REPORT OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS OF NAVAL ENQUIRY, 
ON THE MEMORIAL OF THE PRINCIPAL 
OFFICERS AND COMMISSIONERS OF HIS 
MAJESTY'S NAVY, IN ANSWER TO THAT 
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the late war, to purchase that article on 
commission, was damaged, and of so infe- 
rior a quality, that it- would not have been 
received from contractors. The evidence 
on which this assertion was made, is con- 
tained in the Appendix to that report; and 
we found this opinion of the officers was 
communicated. to the navy board in their 
official reports upon the quality of the 
Hemp at the time of its receipt,—As the 
measure of obtaining Naval Storesby means 
of commission-agents appeared liable to 
abuse, which, from the evidence and re- 
ports of the officers, there was reason to 
believe had been practised, we: were led to 
a minute investigation of this business. 
The consideration of the present subject 
naturally divides itself into two parts, name- 
ly, the advantage of the measure itself, 
and the manner in which it has been exe- 
cuted. The great objections to the procu- 
ring of Naval Stores by means of commis- 
sion agents, are, the want of that active 
and vigilant superintendance which nothing 
but self-interest will in general excite, and 
Hthe necessity of placing much confidence 
in the agents employed. ‘The accounts of 


‘appointed by an act of the 43d Year of| such transactions must be voluminous and 


His Majesty’s Reign, intituled,—‘ An 
“ Act for appointing Commissioners to 
“ enquire and examine into any Irregu- 
“ larities, Frauds, or Abuses, which are 
“or have been practised by Persons 
“employed in the several Naval De- 
“partments therein meutioned, and in 
“the Business of Prize Agency, and to 
“ report such Observations as shall occur 
“to them for preventing such Irregu- 
“ larities, Frauds, and Abuses, and for 
“the better conducting and managing 
“the Business of the said Departments, 
“ and of Prize Agency, in future ;’’ con- 
tinued aud amended by an Act of: the 
45th year of the present King, chapter 
the 40th. 
a 
PURCHASES OF HEMP, MASTS, AND FIR 
TIMBER, ON COMMISSION, BY MR. AN- 
DREW LINDEGREN, FOR THE SERVICE 
OF HIS MAJESTY'’S NAVY; FROM 1795 
To 1799. 
IN our Ninth Report on the subject 
of the receipt and issue of stores in his 


Majesty’s Dock Yard at Plymouth, we 


slaied, (see vol. III. p. 1120) on the au- 
thority of the evidence of the clerk of the 
Tope yard and master rope-maker, that 
Much of the Hemp delivered there by per- 
ons ¢mployed by the navy board, during 


intricate, and require for their accurate set- 
tlement a particular knowledge of mercan- 
tile affairs, which is not called for in the 
common routine of public business; whereas 
the accounts attending the payment for 
articles supplied by contract, are simple, 
and easily controlled.—All contracts made 
for Naval Stores provide, that the articles 
shall be good, sound, merchantable, well- 
conditioned, and in all respects fitting for ~ 
the service of his majesty’s navy; and the 
right of determining whether they are so, is 
with the officers of the Dock Yards; so 
that the public, provided the officers do 
their duty, are certain of receiving for the 
prices at which the contracts may be made, 
such articles only as are fit for the service. 
But when the stores are purchased on com- 
mission, the public must rely wholly on 
the ability and integrity of the agent for 
the quality of the articles, which, being 
paid for in the foreign market, must of 
course be received on their arrival in this 
country, whether fit or unfit for the ser- 
vice. The cost of such as may be fit is 
consequently enhanced by the inferior value 
or depreciation of such as may be of bad 
quality, or damaged on the voyage.—The 
contracts with the navy board are generally 
made by public advertisement, and the 
cwest. tender is accepted, prov.ded the 
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person offering it be judged equal to the 
performance of the coniness By these 
means public competition is excited, and, 
‘provided there be no collusion among the 
persons. tendering, it is fair to conclude 
that the article will be obtained at as small 
@ profit to the contractor as it is just and 
reasonable should be allowed.—From these 
considerations, we are.of opinion, that, as 
‘a general principle, it is more advantageous 
to the public to obtain their supplies of 
Naval’ Stores by public contract, than 
by means of commission-agents. In deli- 
vering this opinion, we do not mean to in- 
timate, that in some instances the latter 
mode may not be highly advantageous, or 
even rendered absolutely necessary from 
‘motives of state policy: and it appears, 
that considerations of this nature led to its 
adoption in the late war.—On the 6th of 
Jan. 1795, the first lord of the admiralty 
instructed the comptroller of the navy to 
‘send an able and confidential person to 
Riga, to purchase as much Hemp as he 
could agree for on proper terms; which 
instructions appear to have been given in 
consequence of information which govt. 
had received, that the French were buying 
up large quantities of Hemp at that place. 
His lordship appears to have entertained 
hopes, that by this measure his majesty’s 
Stores would not only be furnished with 
Hemp of a better quality, but that the sup- 
ply of the enemy would be forestalled.— 
The person selected by the comptroller of 
the navy for the performance of this service, 
was Mr. Andrew Lindegren of Portsmouth. 
The authority given to him by the comp- 
troller, dated the 9th of Jan. 1795, is not 
in conformity with the written instructions of 
the firstlord of the admiralty ; but it is stated 
by the comptroller, that he also received ver- 
bal directions from the first lord of the admi- 
ralty, and that the instructions given by him 
to Mr. Lindegren were the result of various 
conversations with his lordship. Mr. Lin- 
degren was required by his instruction 
to proceed without loss of time to Riga, 
and authorized to purchase from 3 to 4000 
tons of the best Hemp upon the most rea- 
sonable terms in his power. He was di- 
-rected to use his best endeavours to pre- 
vent any supply of Riga Hemp from going 
to France ; and if it could not be procured 
from the superiority of the credit of this 
‘country, or by any other means that might 
occur to him on the spot, he was at liberty 
to give an advance upon the price which 
the enemy might have agreed for, taking 
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care to have proper vouchers for such 
transaction. In case he should meet with 
any masts of the size of 20 inches and Up. 
wards at Riga, which he might have reason 
to believe were going to the enemy, he 
was to prevent their receiving such supply 
by the means above pointed out, or any 
other not then foreseen, In the event of 
any thing happening to delay him on hig 
journey to Russia, he was to use such 
means by his correspondents on the Con. 
tinent as might prevent any disappointment 
in procuring the quantity of Hemp from 
Riga above-mentioned ; and if it should 
appear to him, upon his arrival there, that 
such a quantity could not be obtained, he 
was at liberty to make it up with the best 
Petersburgh Hemp, not exceeding from § 
to 600 tons. For the due execution of 
this service he was to be allowed his travel. 
ling expences, and a commission of 5 per 
cent. on all the purchases he should make 
for govt. And, as it was judged absolute. 
ly necessary that there should be an eSta- 
blished Russia merchant in London, : ape 
pointed to transact the business of that 
country, he was authorized to engage 
Messrs. Godfrey Thornton and son for 
that purpose ; who were to be paid a reae 
sonable commission for their trouble, and 
be furnished with Navy bills upon impresy 
whenever the purchases made should re. 
quire them.—On the 27th of Feb. 1805, 
Mr.Lindegren and Messrs. Godfrey Thom- 


ton and son entered into articles of agrees B 


ment, witnessed by the comptroller of the 
Navy, by which it was stipulated that 
Messrs. Godfrey Thornton and son, as at; 
torneys for Mr. Lindegren, should be fur. 
nished with such sums of money in Navy 
Imprest bills, as they might from time to 
time apply for; that the accounts relating 
to all matters transacted by them, as agents 
for Mr. Lindegren, should be furnished to 
him; and that, for their trouble in trane 
acting the business of freighting ships, ma 
king insurances, corresponding, keeping 
accounts, and furnishing the requisite cre 
dits, they should have a clear allowance of 
2k per cent. as acommission, to be charged 
at the foot of every invoice of stores pro 
vided by Mr. Lindegren, and delivered 
into his maj.’s Dock Yards; such invoices 
to contain the amount of the prime Osh 
and all the charges and expences of every 
kind. Under this commission Mr. Linde 
gren made considerable purchases both dl 
Hemp and Masts. He was also employed 
for the same purpose in each year, oil 
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the termination of the war.—In detailing 
the result of our ‘enquiries, we shall, for 
the sake of greater clearness, speak of the 
purchases of Hemp and Masts separately. 
PURCHASES OF HEMP. 

-At an-early period of our enquiry, we is- 
sued our precept to the navy board for: 
Mr. Lindegren’s Accounts of the purchase. 
of Hemp, together with the vouchers, and. 
the official statements made of his accounts. 
The accdunts and statements were in con- 
sequence trahsmitted to us: but we were 
informed that some of the vouchers were 
missing, which it afterwards appeared had 
been returned to Messrs. Godfrey ‘Thorn- 
ton dnd son, subsequently to the passing 
ofthe accounts. At. the requisition of the 
navy board, Messrs. Thorntons caused 
search to be made for the vouchers, which 
.were mostly discovered, and forwarded to 
us; but as some of the accounts current 
between the different parties concerned in 
the’ payment for the Hemp could not be 
found,. by which the rates of. exchange at 


‘which the bills wete drawn, could have 


been ‘ascertained, we were unable to give 
the accounts that complete revision which 
weintended. — : 
Mr. Lindegren purchased Hemp under 
commissions from the navy board, in the 
yeats 1795, 6,7; and 9. Mr. Lindegren 
‘was also employed in the’ years 1800 and 
1801, to make purchases of Hemp, through 
neutral merchants, in consequence of the 
embargo in Russia; but as his accounts 
for such purchases were under examination 
by the navy board, we did not extend our 
enquiries to those tratisactions.—The first 
statement made by the navy board of Mr. 
Tindegreis’s’ accounts, is of the purchases 
eflected by him under the commission of 
the 9th of Jan.1795, amounting to 439,934/. 
1s. 9d. By virtue of the specific authority 
in that commission to purchase from 3 to 
4,000 tons of Riga Hemp, Mr. Lindegren 
purchased, and delivered at his majesty’s 
ofards, 4,160 tons 13 cwt. 3 qrs, and 4lbs. 
he cost to the public, upon an*average of 
the whole quantity, was 56/. Is. 2d. per 
ton. ‘The commissions charged on the 
.purchase and delivery of this Hemp into 
his majesty’s yards, were as follow; 5 per 
cent.-by Mr. Lindegreti, on the amount of 
the first cost and charges at Riga 8,549/. 
3s. 92. Two and a half per cent. by Messrs. 
G. Thornton and son, on the amount of 
the first cost, and all the charges, except 
Mr. Lindégren’s commission 5,344/. 2s. 6d. 
These commissions were in conformity to 
Vou, VI. Appendix. 
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to the agreements entered into with Mr. 
Lindegren and Messrs. G. Thornton atid 
son; but there’ was, in addition to Mr. 
Lindegren’s commission on the purchase," 
further charge on that account of 2 per cent. 
made in each invoice by Messrs. Thorley, 
Morison, and co. of Riga, the house 
througli whom Mr. Lindegren made his 
purchases 3,252/. 11s. 9d. ‘The amount of 
these commissions, being 17,2451, 18s. Od. 
appearing to us exorbitant, we examined 
Thomson Bonar, Anthony Brough, and 
George -Tood, ‘esqrs., Russia Merchants, 
from whom we obtained much general in- 
formation as to the mode of conducting the 
trade both in Russia and this country.— 
From the evidence of these gentlemen we 
learned, that it is the general practice at Ri- 
ga and Petersburgh for the merchants ship- 
ping Hemp, to charge a commission of 2 
per cent. at the former, and 3 per cent. at 
the latter place, for their trouble in making 
the purchase and shipping the article, and 
that an agent sent to tho8e places must em~ 
ploy a resident merchant, or make his pur- 
chases under very great disadvantages.— 
With respect to the rate of commission 
usually charged by merchants in this coun- 
try for procuring Hemp from Riga, and 
managing the whole business attending the 
importation, it was stated to us by Mr. 
Bonar and Mr. Brough, that the usual com- 
mission charged in such cases was 2 pér 
cent..and it was further stated by Mr. Bo- 
nar, that his house under the former firm 
of Thompson and Peters, had imported 
Hemp by commission’ from the navy-board 
in the year 1782, upon which they charged 
2 per cent. on the amount of the’ invoice 
from Riga, and on the duty, ‘freight, and 
charges paid upon it'in England, and f third 
per Cent. on the: insurances, In conse- 
quence of this information, we called upon 
the navy board for an account of the rates 
of commission granted to persons employed 
‘by them ‘to purthase Naval Stores’ during 
the American war. The ‘following’ is a 
[statement of the purchases of Hemp so 
made, atid the rates of commission that 
weré ‘allowed. Here follows the state- 
ment, by which it appears, that in the years 
1778 and 1781 the rate of commission al- 
lowed, both abroad and at home, was g 
per cent. ]—It is stated by Mr. Bonar, if his 
house had been employed by the navy board, 
during the late wer, to purchase Hemp at 
Riga, that he would have charged the same 
rate of commission as had been done by his 
former partners ; and by Mr. Brough, that 
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he would have executed the commission on 
similar terms. The charge abroad would 
have been 2 per cent. the same as was al- 
lowed on the purchases effected by Mr. 
Lindegren.— As the rates of commission on 
this transaction exceeded by 5} per cent. 
what would have been allowed, if the 
Hemp had been procured by means of es- 
tablished merchants in the Russia trade, 
agreeably to the former practice of the na- 
vy board, we endeavoured to ascertain, 
whether any advantages resulted from the 
sending of an agent, to compensat? for this 
additional expence.—That the purchase of 
the 4000 tons might have been as well et- 
fected without the employment of Mr, Lin- 
degren, is apparent from his conduct under 
this commission. It appears that one of 
the first steps taken by bim after his ap- 
pointment was, toemploy Mr, John Mori- 
son, @ partner in the house of Thorley, Mo- 
rison, and co., of Riga, under an agreement, 
that he should be allowed the same commis- 
sion as was charged by other merchants of 
the place. Mr. Morison was at that time 
in England, and was introduced to Mr Lin- 
degren by Messrs. G. Thornton and son, 
with whom he had been largely connected in 
business since the year 1788.—Mr. Mort 
son received directions from Mr. Lindegren 
to purchase on his account, for the service 
of the navy, from 3 to 4000 tons of Hemp, 
and was authorized by Messrs. G. Thornton 
andson to draw upon them for the amount ; 
in consequence of which he immediately set 
out for Riga, and arrived there in the lat- 
ter end of Feb. or beginning of March. 
Mr. Lindegren did not take his passsge in 
the same packet, but in the succeeding one; 
he arrived at Hamburgh on the*19th of 
March, and at Riga about the latterend of 
April or beginning of May, at which time 
Mr. Morison had purchased or contracted 
for the whole or greater part of the 4000 
tons of Hemp, the quantity which Mr. Lin- 
degren was specifically authorized to pur- 
chase by his instructions, It is evident, as 
far as regards this quantity, that, if the or- 
der bad been given in the first iustance to 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son, and convey- 
ed by them to Mr: Morison, this Hemp 
might have been obtained as advantageous- 
ly, and without the allowance of a commis- 
sion of 5 per cent. to Mr. Lindegren, which 
amounted upon this purchase to 8,5491. 3s. 
9d.—It is hardly necesswry to adduce evi- 
dence in proof of the assertion, that the em- 
ploying ofan agent to make considerable pur- 
clases in a foreigu market, where the articles 
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are usually procured by means of the resis 
dent merchants, will be likely to alarm that 
market by the appearance of an. unusual 
demand, and-consequently to increase the 
eae of the articles which the agent may 

authorized to purchase. The evidence 
of the merchants whom we examined, is jn 
support of that opinion; and it is stated 
by Mr. Halliday, that be believes the price 
of Hemp was actually enbanced by the-ap. 
pearance of Mr. Lindegren at Riga—It 
seems the Comptroller was in hopes, ag 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son were engaged 
confidentially to manage the transaction in 
Englind, and as the bills in payment. for 
the Hemp were to be drawn upon them, 
that Mr. Lindegren would be considered 
abroad as their agent, and not as an agent 
of govt. But it was hardly to be expected, 
that the real object of Mr. Lindegren’s jour 
ney could be kept secret, or indeed that the 
merchants at Riga could conceive that ¢ 
house in London, with established corre. 
spondents abroad, would send an agentto 
make purchases on their account.—It is sta 
ted by the Comptroller, that the circum: 
stance which led to the sending of Mr, Lin- 
degien to Riga, was the information which 
govt. had received, that the enemy. were 
taking measures to buy up large quantities 
of Naval Stores, to etlect which they had 
at that time an agent at Riga; and asit 
was understood that they bad nearly ex. 
hausted their stores at Brest, in their endes- 
vours to fit out their fleet after the action 
of Ist June 179+, it became a great object 
to interrupt their supplics.—We are-ready 
to admit the importance of this object: 
but we do not perceive that any advantage 
was obtained by sending an agent abroad, 
beyond what might have been expected from 
the employment of an established housein 
London, whose correspondent at Riga might 
have performed every service which could 
have been required from an agent.—It is 
likewise stated by the Comptroller, that 
considerable advantage was expected tobe 
derived from having an agent on the spot 
during the shipping season, to give: info 
mation of the vessels which might los 
with Naval Stores on account of the French 
govt. This service is not mentioned in the 
instructions which were given to Mr. Lite 
degren ; but directions on this head wert 
communicated to him by the Comptroller 
verbally ; and it appears, that Mr. Linde 
gren did frequently, in the course of 179 
transmit lists of ships loading at Riga @ 
account of the enemy; but we are of opr 
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nion, that even this service might have been 
better performed by a resident merchant, 
who, from having a general knowledge of 
the persons engazed in business, and their 
connexions, would have been much more 
likely to have obtained such information 
thane person altogether unacquainted with 
the parties. —The hope of forestalling the 
supply of the enemy, appears certainly to 
have been a principal object with the first 
lord of the admiralty, in giving authority 
tothe comptroller of the navy to send an 
agent to Riga to purchase Hemp : and, with 
this view, his lordship did not impose any 
restriction as to the extent of the purchases, 
so far as the same could be made on proper 
terms. The Comptroller, in his instrac- 
tions, confined Mr. Lindegren in the first 
instance to the purchase of from 3 to 4,000 
tons, but gave him unlimited authority to 
prevent any supply of Riga Hemp from go- 
ing to France ; and, if all other means fail- 
ed, he was authorized to give an advance 
upon the price which the gnemy might have 
agreed for. —'The best means, in our judge- 
ment, of attempting to prevent the supply 
ofthe enemy, would have been by buying up 
all the Hemp in the market, and afterwards 
endeavouring by an advance of price, to in- 
ducethose who had purchased on account of 
the French govt., to part with the Hemp in 
their hands, or contracted for by then.— 
It therefore appears to have been ex- 
tremely impolitic to impose a restriction 
onthe extent of Mr. Lindegren’s purchases 
inthe market, and at the same time to 
givehim such unlimited authority as to 
the procuring of Hemp at®an advanced 
price from the agents of the French govt. 
What advantage could possibly be derived 
from purchasing Hemp out of the hands of 
the French agents at advanced prices, if 
the market was leit open to them to make 
‘fresh purchases at inferior prices? and yet 
this was the system pursued ; and to such 
an extent was the inconsistency. carried, 
that when Mr. Lindegren informed the 
navy board that the French were making 
great exertions to procure a supply of 
Hemp from Riga, which had determined 
him not to let a single parcel on the mar- 
ket slip through his hands, they directed 
him not to purchase any more Hemp, 
“unless it had been previously purchased 
“forthe enemy, and was actually ship- 
“ping or shipped for their account.”— 
We believe that the intelligence which had 

communicated to govt. respecting the 
French making large purchases of Hemp 


at Riga in 1795, had been much exagge- 
rated, as well from the information which 
we received on this subject, as from the 
facility with which the purchase of the first 
4000 tons was completed. — Mr. Linde- 
gren, under the authority given to him to 
prevent any supply of Riga Hemp from 
going to France, purchased 2,902 tons 
10cwt. 1gr. 18lbs., which were said .to 
have been obtained out of the hands of 
agents of the French governmeut.— 
The cost of this Hemp to the public, 
on an average of the whole quantity, was 
601. 19s. 6d. Of the above quantity, about 
1,200 tens were obtained from Messrs, 
Miln and Halliday of Riga, who were em- 
ployed to purchase Hemp in the year 1795, 
by Messrs. Selby and co. of Copenhagen ; 
which latter house appears to have acted 
under authority from the French govt.— 
Mr. Halliday stated to us, that the reason 
which induced his house to part with any 
of the Hemp, which had been purchased 
on account of Messrs, Selby and co., was 
their not being able to obtain payment for 
the whole by confirmed credits ; that they, 
in consequence, determined to ship for 
Messrs. Selby and co. only such quantity 
as they had been paid for, and to resell the 
remainder.—It appears further that the pur- 
chase was not managed by Mr. Lindegren, 
but by Mr. Morison, and that the 1,200 
tons, sold by Messrs. Miln and Halliday, 
consisted, not merely of what they had 
purchased on account of Messrs. Selby and’ 
co., but also of some Hemp belonging to 
themselves and to their correspondents.— 
Messrs. Miln and Halliday did not make 
any charge of commission in the invoices ; 
and it is stated by Mr. Halliday, that it is 
not customary to make such charge upon 
goods resold in the country.—Mr. Linde- 
gren was unable to name any person, from 
whom any part of the remaining 1700 tons 
was procured. The invoices, which were 
all made out by Messrs. Thorley, Morison 
and co., state the Hemp to have been sold 
by them to Mr, Lindegren, and each invoice 
contains a charge of commission at the rate 
of 2 percent. It seems therefore from 
these circumstances, as well us from. the 
tenor of Mr. Lindegren’s correspondence 
with the navy board, that this quantity, in- 
stead of having been obtained out of the 
hands of agents of the French govt., was 
purchased in ihe market, upon the grouud 
that it would otherwise be bought up fur 
the supply of the enemy.—It was uron this 
ground alone, that Mr. Lindegren cou}! 
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extend his purchases beyond the 4,000 tons 
specifically mentioned in. his instructions, 
and his conduct in this particular seems to 
have excited the jealousy of the navy board, 
by their directing him on the 8th of July 
1795, not to purchase any more Hemp un- 
less it had been previously purchased for 
the enemy, and was actually shipping or 
shipped on their account: and on Mr. Lin- 
degren’s stating in reply, that when he was 
certain any parcel of Hemp was.to be sold 
to the enemy, and was as surely to be ship- 
ped for France or Holland as if it was ac- 
tually on board, he trusted the navy-board 
would see the necessity of his seGuring it, 
they informed: him, that they hoped he 
would adhere strictly to the general instruc- 
tions he had received from them on that 
subject. —Notwithstanding this appearance 
of suspicion, and the clause in Mr. Linde- 
lots ecoasionn. by which he was autho- 
rized to use bis best endeavours to prevent 
any supply of Riga Hemp from going to 
France, required that he should produce 
proper vouchers for such a transaction, yet 
the navy-board, on passing his account, did 
not require any particular vouchers for the 
purchases said to be made from French 
agents. The commissions charged on the 
purchase of this quantity of Hemp were, 
24 per cent. by Mr. Lindegren on the 
amount of the first cost and charges at Ri- 
ga, 3,583/. 12s. 3d. 14 per cent by Messrs, 
G. Thornton and son, on the amount of the 
first cost and all the charges, except Mr. 
Lindegren’s commission, 2,658/. 13s. 5d. 
2 per cent. on the amount of the purchase, 
at Riga charged in each invoice by Messrs. 
Thorley, Morison and co. on such part as 
was not procured from Messrs. Miln and 
Halliday, 1,826/. 8s. 10d. . These rates of 
commission are considerably less than those 


authorized by the original agreements with. 
Mr. Lindegren and Messrs. G. Thornton 
and son, and which were allowed on the 
purchase of the 4,000 tons; but they are. 


still considerably greater than would have 
been charged by tlie first houses in the Rus- 
sia trade for the performance of the same 
business.—The rates of commission to Mr. 
Lindegren and Messrs, G, Thornton and 
son were, in the first instance, fixed by the 
comptroller of the navy, and were after- 
wards reduced to the rates last specified, 
by the navy board, upon the circumstances 
of Mr. Lindegren’s employment being com- 
municated to them.—Various reasons are 
assigned by the comptroller for such parts 
of this transaction as were managed exclu- 
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sively by himself. He states, that-he fixed 
on Mr. Lindegren, because, from the line’ 
of business in which be had for many yeay 
been engaged, as agent at Portsmouth fy 
the contractors for Naval Stores to superin. 
tend the deliveries made at that yard, he 
conceived him to be perfectly acquaiiy 
ed with all sorts of Naval Stores, which 
might be an object to the enemy as well gy 
to his maj.’s fleet ; and that he was beside 
well acquainted with mercantile’ busineg 
abroad. With respect to the rates of com’ 
mission, he states, that sir John Hensloy, 
one of the surveyors of the navy, was-pre. 
sent at his first interview with Mr. Lindy 
gren; that Mr, Lindegrendemurred to going 
abroad, as the business in which he was en 
gaged at Portsmouth was at that time yey 
considerable, and that therefore, if he le 
it, he should expect a handsome commissiog 
to make it worth his while. From these cin 
cumstances, aud in consideration of the trust 
that must be reposed in him, they deem 
ed it right to offer him a commission of five 
per cent. upon the amount of his purche 
ses, and his travelling expences, on which 
terms he yndertook to execute, the busi 
ness.—Sir J. Henslow cannot properly be 
considered a party to this agreement. He 
had no time given to him either to make 
enquiries as to what might be a reasonable 
compensation for the execution of the bus 
ness which Mr, Lindegren was called upo 
to perform, nor to search the official paper 
for information as to the rates of-commis 
sion which bad formerly been allowed ; th 
first intimation of the business which hk 
had, was by a®note from. the comptroller, 
on the very day he was to meet and seilk 
with Mr. Lindegren.—As a further justi 
cation of the high rate of commission a 
lowed Mr. Lindegren, it is stated by th 
‘comptroller, that at the time of. the agree 
ment, it was not expected that Mr. Linde) 
degren would beable to make any large pu 
chases ; and therefore it was necessary thi 
his emolument should be adequate to tt 
sacrifices which he must make. Allowig 
this consideration to be just, still the inter 
est of the public should also have beens 
tended to. The sum, which it mighth 
necessary to insure to Mr, Lindegren# 
induce him to go abroad might have bea 
fixed, and a stipulation made, that if bi 
commissiun exceeded that sum, the tm 
should be reduced.—It does not appét 
that the comptroller, previously to hist 
tering into the agreement with Mr. Linde 
aren, took any steps to ascertain whetht 
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the pnsiness could be effected on terms 


more advantageous to the public: he says, 


that Mr. Lindegren, was the person who 
first occurred to him; and when he found 
he would undertake it, he believed govern- 
ment could uot be better served. He how- 
ever states, that he did not at the time 
know that an agent, sent from this country 
to Riga, must employ a resident merchant, 
or,effect his purchases under great disagvan- 
tages ; but conceived that a person on the 
spot might make his pu rchases wherever he 
found it most advantageous: that he inten- 
ded Mr. Lindegren should himself buy the 


Hemp at Riga, and that his commission of 


§ per cent. should be the only. expense at~ 
tendant thereon.—The commission of 22 per 
cent. which was agreed to be given to Messrs. 
G. Thornton and son, for managing the 
whole of the business in England, was set- 
tled between the comptroller and Mr. 
Thornton, the allowanee proposed by the 
comptroller was 1 per cent. ; but, upon Mr. 
Thornton's objecting to engage in the bu- 
siness under a commission of 2 per cent. 
that rate was agreed to.—The comptroller 
ackiowledges, that at the time of his 
agreeing to allow this rate of commission 
to Messrs. G. Thornton and son, he was ac- 
quainted with what had been allowed by 
the navy board to Messrs. ‘i hompson, Pe- 
ters, and co., in the American war, and 
was aware, that for the allowance of 2 per 
cent. they had ordered the article, as well 
as performed all the business which was ex- 
pected from Mr. G.'Thornton. He however 
did notapply to Messrs. Thompson, Peters, 
and co., or to any other house, to know 
whether they would transact the business 
for 2 per cent. ; but states, that “ after ha- 
ving once mentioned the circumstance to 
Mr. Thornton, he thought it advisable to 
keep the matter as private as possible ;” 
and that he placed such a reliance on the 
character. and integrity of Mr. Thornton, 
that he believed he would not take any ad- 
vantage of govt., when called upon to exe- 
cuteaconfidential trust.——This attention to 
secrecy, as to the abject of the commission, 
and the desire of employing a house of cre- 
dit, were certainly proper ; but we appre- 
hend that enquiries might have been made, 
leading to a competent judgement of the 
terms on which the business might be trans- 
acted, without fully disclosing the objéct ; 
and though the house of Messrs. Thorn- 
ton and son be highly respectable, yet 
there were others in. the Russia trade wor- 
thy of trast, who should have been prefer- 
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red, if they would have performed the. 
same service on terms more advantageous © 
for the public.—In June 1795, when it be- .. 
came necessary to advance money to 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son, all the cite 
cumstances of the transaction were commuz-. 
nicated by the comptroller to the navy board, 
who, deeming the rates of commission gi 
ven to Mr. Lindegren and Mr. G, Thornton 


‘too high, immediately reduced them. They 


consented to allow the commissions agreed _ 
upon on the purchase of the specific quan- 
tity of 4,000 tons, and tu repay Mr. Linde- 
gren his travelling expenses; but they in- 
formed these parties, that ou all purchases 
made over and above that quantity, . the 
former would be allowed only 23, and the 
latter 12 per cent. as an equivalent for their 
trouble. No charge has however been 
made by Mr. Lindegren for his travelling 
expenses.—In fixing these rates of commis- 
sion, which together amount to 4 per cent, 
the navy-board were probably guided by 
the precedent established in the Americag 
war; as we believe it was at that time un- 
derstood by them, that Mr. Lindegren did 
himself make the purchases abroad, and 
that no other expense was to be incurred on 
that account. But, as we have before ob- 


‘served, Mr. Lindegren employed an estae 


blished house at Riga for that purpose, who 

charged a commission of 2 per cent. which 

charge was entirely overlooked on the passing 
of Mr. Lindegren’s account.—This circuni- 
stance we discovered upon our examinatiog 

of the account, together with several inac- 

curacies, which must have been detected.if 
proper attention had been paid to the exa- 

mination of it in the -first instance. We * 
were at considerable’ pains to ascertain 
with whom this neglect originated, and whe~ 
ther some steps had not been taken by the 
navy board to satisfy themselves of the core 
rectness of the account, before they direg- 
ted it to be passed, and authorized an ac- 
quittal to a public accountant of so large 
sum as 439,934/. 1s. 9d.—We were in- 
formed, that this account of .Mr. Lin- 
degren was passed previously to the ar- 
rangement of the navy board into come 
mittees, when it was not considered to 
be the particular duty of any member of 
the nayy board tocontroul or examine such 
accounts ; that this duty rested with the 
clerks, and that the board acted only upon 
their statements of the accounts.—lIt is sta- 
ted by the comptroller, that, under the 
agreements with Mr. Lindegren and Mr. 
Thornton, it was his intention tbat 74 per 
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eent.should have been the extent of the com- 
mission allowed, both for the purchase of the 
Hemp and the performance of all the busi- 
ness relative thereto ; and that he knew no- 
thing of the commission allowed to Mr. 
Morison.—The charge of 2 percent. by 
Mr. Morison, on the purchase of the 4,000 
tons of Hemp, and on so much ofthat 
_ Stated to have been obtained from agents 
of the French government, as was not pur- 
chased of Messrs. Miln and Halliday, be- 
ing made on each invoice, the clerk who 
drew out the abstract and statement of the 
account for the inspection of the board, in- 
serted in the column of first cost of the ar- 
ticle, the total sum of each invoice, without 
any specification of the commission of 2 
per cent. which formed a part of it, and 
without noticing that charge in the obser- 
vations which were made by him on the 
account. Owing to this circumstance, and 
the navy board’s not having referred to the 
vouchers, this charge of commission, which 
amounted to 5,179/. Os.7d. escaped notice 
which, we conceive, would net have been 
allowed in Mr. Lindegren’s account, in ad- 
dition to his commission of 5 per cent. if 
it had been known at the time.—The ab- 
stract drawn up by the clerk, preparatory 
to making the statement of this account, 
appears to have been taken from Messrs. 
G. Thornton and son’s general account, 
and not from the vouchers, nor even to 
have been compared with them, as in either 
of those cases some errors, which had crept 
into Mr. Thornton’s account, would have 
been discovered.—Messrs. G. Thornton 
and son had by mistake charged the freight 
of 4 ships at 5 shillings per ton more than 
had been agreed for by the charterparties, 
which made their charge exceed the sum, 
for which they produced the broker’s re- 
ceipt, on each ship as follows: Lady Anna- 
bella, 42/. 3s. 8d.; Industry, 43/. 9s. 9d. ; 
Agenoria, 59/. 3s. 2d.; Lord Miltoun, 
49/. 2s. Od. amounting to 193/. 18s. 7d.— 
These errors are certainly not of large 
amount, but as the means -of discovering 
them were furnished with the account, they 
serve to shew that great neglect has pre- 
vailed in the examination of accounts ; for 
had either the charterparties been refer- 
red to for the rate, or the broker’sereceipt 
for the amount, these errors must have 
been discovered,—We understand, that 
‘the account was required of Messrs. G. 
Thornton and son by Mr. Lindegren ina 
hurry, and in a form different from that 
m which it had originally been kept ; these 
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circumstances may account for the errory 
which were soon afterwards discovered 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son, and the 
amount of the overchage was immediate 
carried by them to the credit of Mr. Line 
degren in an account current which 
they had opened with him, intitled hig 
account of naval stores imported, and 
which was confined to his concerns with 
the public. This sum was retained by Mp, 
Lindegren from 1795 until we had made 
some progress in our present investigation, 
when he transmitted an account current to 
the navy board, in which he gave them 
credit for this sum, as well as for some 
others, under nearly similar circumstances, 
~—Another instance of neglect was disco« 
vered by us on the examination of this ac« 
count, By the invoice of the ship Sappho, 
the public was charged with 22 tons 3 cwt, 
3 qrs. and 13ibs. of Hemp, and there were 
delivered from her only 17 tons 1 cwt.? 
qrs. and 16 lbs., of which 5 tons 4 cwt, P 
qr. and 13 lbs. were damaged. On refer- 
ring to the poliey of insurance, we, found, 
that Messrs. G. Thornton and son had fe- 
covered a particular average on the cargo 
of this ship, the greater part of which wag 
their property ; yet the acceunt was passed 
by the navy board without any allowance 
being made to the public for the loss which 
had been sustained on their part of the 
cargo, and without any enquiry being made 
by the board on the subject, although they 
had previously been acquainted with all the 
circumstances of the case; and were in 
formed by Messrs. G. Thornton and son; 
on the 26th of March 1796, that as soom 
as they recovered from the underwyiters 
the amount of the average account they 
had made up, they would give Mr. Linde 
gren’s account of Naval Stores credit fot 
the proportion belonging to govt., which 
they accordingly did on the 2d of April 
1796; and the amount, being 3601. 5s. 3d, 
was retained by Mr. Lindegren in like man 
ner as the former sum. 





The Second Statement made by the ne 
vy board, of Mr. Lindegren’s Accounts for 
the purchase of Hemp, is for that prove 
ded by him under the commission of the 
2d of Aug. 1796, amounting to 167,75lh 
17s. 4d.—In this year Mr. Lindegren went 
to Riga, to attend, as he states, to the com 
version of the Masts which he had purche 
sed for the service of the navy in the pre 
ceding year. On the 10th of June 1796; 
he wrote to the navy board from Berlio, # 
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his way to Riga, that by the intelligence 
he had received from thence, there was no 
doubt but he could procure for them from 
1 to 3,000 tons of Hemp of very superior 
quality, upon reasonable terms ; and on the 
goth he informed them from Riga, that, ac- 
cording to the then price of Hemp, and 
the course of exchange at that place, he 
calculated it would stand them at about 
551. 108s. Od. —In consequence of these 
letters, the navy board, under authority 
from the first lord of the admiralty, di- 
rected Mr, Lindegren, on the 2d of 
Aug. 1796, to purchase on their account 
about 2,500 tons of Riga Hemp, on the 
most reasonable terms he could; they 
expressed a hope, that it would be lower 
than the sum stated in his letter, but even 
if the price should be increased, he was to 
make the purchase, provided the advance 
was not maerial.—Mr. Lindegren, in com- 
pliance with these directions, purchased 
9,464 tons. 16cwt, Qqrs. 18lbs., the cost of 
which, upon an average of the whole quan- 
tity, including the damaged, was 50/. 7s. 9d. 
per ton.—In the authority given to Mr. 
Lindegren, no mention is made of the 
commissions that were to he allowed on this 
transaction ; by the accounts however, we 
find the following were charged: 22 per 
cent, by Mr. Lindegren on the amount of the 
first cost and charges at Riga, 3,249/. 8s. 5d. 
Qper cent, by Messrs. G. Thornton and son, 
on the amount of the first cost and all the 
charges, except Mr. Lindegren’s commis- 
sion, 2,431/, 18. Od. 2 per cent. on the 
amount of the purchase at Riga, charged in 
each invoice, by Messrs. ‘Thorley, Morison, 
and co, 2,544/. 12s. 7d.—The whole of this 
Hemp was purchused by Messrs. ‘Thorley, 
Morison and co. for Mr. Lindegren, and 


.the commission charged by them was over- 


looked by the navy board, as in the former 
case, from the clerk who drew up the ab- 
srract and statement having inserted the to- 
tal amount of the invoices as the prime 
cost of the different cargoes, without any 


: distinction or notice of the commission.— 


This account was passed after the establish- 
nent of the committee of accounts, which 
took place in Aug. 1796; but we are infor- 
med, that on the first establishment of that 
committee they confined themselves in the 
investigation of accounts to the statements 
drawn out by the clerks, and the circum- 
stances which they brought to the notice of 
the committee. —By this neglect we cannot 
but consider that the public sustained a loss, 
in amount te the commission charged 
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by Messrs. Thorley, Morison, and co., be 
ing 2,544/, 12s.7d.: for, if it had been dis- 
covered by the navy board that the pure 
chase was actually made by Messrs. Thor- 
ley, Morison, and co,, and not by Mr. Lin- 
degren, as they appear to have expected 
from his being onthe spot, they would 
hardly have made the latter so large an ale 
lowance as 3,249/. 8s. 5d. merely for come 
municating their orders to Messrs. Thorley, 
Morison, and co. 





The Third Statement made by the navy 
board of Mr. Lindegren’s accounts for the 
purchase of Hemp, is for that provided by 
him in 1797, amounting to 180,918. 16s. 
7d.—Iv consequence of intelligence which 
govt. had received, that the enemy were 
making large purchases of Naval Stores at 
Riga, the first lord of the admiralty, on the 
17th of Jan, 1797, authorized the comp- 
troller of the navy to employ a proper and 
confidential person to write immediately to 
his correspondent at Riga, to purchase 2 
or 3,000 tons of Hemp. The comptroller 
accordingly issued directions to Mr. Linde- 
gren, on the 20th of that month, empow= 
ering him to purchase or cause to be purcha~ 
sed withaut delay, a quantity of the best 
Riga Hemp, of the braak of that or the 
former year, not exceeding 3000 tons, pro- 
vided the price should not exceed that gi- 
ven in the former year, namely, from 23 
to 24 rix dollars per ship-pound ; but if 
the price should exceed 25 rix dollars, he 
was then not to purchase more than 2000 
tons.—For this service the comptroller 
agreed, that Mr. Lindegren should be al- 
lowed 2} per cent. commission on the pur- 
chase at Riga, and that Messrs. G. Thorn- 
ton and son should be allowed 14 per cent, 
for negotiating the business in Leadon, 
which commissions were to include every 
expense, except what might attend the du- 
ties, shipping, freight, and insurance to his 
maj.’s yards.—Under this authority Mr.Lin- 
degren procured 3,123 tons. 7cwt.3qrs.9lbs. 
Out of which the entire cargves of 4 ships 
were of inferior quality, and that nearly 
1-3d of the whole quantity was either dama- 
ged, or of such bad quality, that it would 
not been received from contractors.—The 
price of this Hemp, upon an average of the 
whole, bad and good together, was 58/. Os. 
2d. per ton. We cannot state the price 
which the good Hemp actually cost the pub- 
lic, as it is impossible now to form an esti- 
mate of the value of such part ws was da- 
maged, or of inferior quality. Riga Hemp 
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generally bears a higher price in this coun- 
try than Petersburgh Hemp, and is deem- 
ed of a bétier quality, which is said to 
atise from mote attention being paid to 
the breaking of it at the former place ; and 
Riga Hemp ‘is on that account generally 
used in the manufacture of cables, and the 
more important parts of a ship's rigging. 
But tlie greater part of the Hemp received 
this year at Plymouth, under the commis- 


sion granted to Mr. Lindegren, ‘was repor- 


ted by the officers to be of such inferior 


_ quality, that they proposed to the navy 


board to work it up into common cordage, 
and to use the Petersburgh Hemp received 
in the former year for fine yarn, as its qua- 
lity was much superior. A proposition to 


_ the same effect was made with respect to 


one cargo by the officers of Cliatham yard.— 
We find that the navy board, upon the re- 
eeipt of the letter from the officers of Ply- 
mouth yard, dated the 28th of Oct. 1797, 
complaining of the bad quality of the Hemp 
received’trom the John and Isabella, and 
James, transmitted a copy thereof to Mr. 
Lindegren on the 30th of that month, and 
desired hini to inform them, ‘to what cir- 
cumstantés it was owing that this Hemp 
was of such dn inferior quality. It does 
not appear that Mr. Lindegren returned 
any answer to this letter. Upon receipt of 
a complaint from the officers of Portsmouth 
yard, on the 14th of Nov. 1797, that the 


‘cargo of the supply was of an inferior qua- 


lity, a great deal of it very weak and ten- 
der, and much ‘impaired from the heat it 
had sustained on board the ship, and from 


having been packed in too moist a state, 


the navy board merely transthitted a copy 
of the report*to Mri Lindegren on the 18th 


of Nov., and on the 21st of the same month 


they acquainted him, that the cargo of the 
Agenoria, on delivery at Plymouth, bad 
turned out as follows :—213 tons. 16 cwt. 
3 qrs. 11 lbs. good. 15 tons. 4 cwt. 2 qrs. 
12 lbs. dry damaged. 6 tons. 9 ewt. 3 qrs. 
21 lbs. wet damaged. ‘To these two letters 
‘Mr. Lindegren returned an answer‘on the 


"7th, in which he stated, that every cargo 
. of Hemp shipped on his account at ‘Riga 


‘was accompanied with a certificate from 
the town, that the same was of the first 
‘quality called Rhein, and that he believed 


* if the-ships had been fortunate iv their pas- 


sages and had arrived in due time, their 
cargoes would have been delivered in good 
condition and preservation.~-Mr. Linde- 
gren here acquits himself of all respon- 
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cates procured at Riga, and delivered * 


the dock yatds,- and accounts for the bax 
ness of the quality by the length of the 
voyage. We musthere refer to the quali 
of the Hemp as reported by the otticers, 
and obserye, that to whatever cause the 
badness of it might have been owing, nogg 
but such as was good and fit for the sen 
vice would have béen received from aco 
tractor.--The diflerent;commissions charged 
aiid allowed in Mr. Lindegreén’s accoupity 
for the purchase of this Herthp -are th 
same as in the last account; namely 24 pep 
cent, by Mr. Lindegren, on the amountof 
the first cost and charges at Riga, 3,550) 
18s. 2¢,; 14 percent. by Messrs, 6, 
Thornton ‘and son, on the amount of the 
first cost and all the charges, except Mr, 
Lindegren’s commission, 29,6211, 35, 9d, 
2 per cent. on the amount of the purchasg 
at Riga, charged in each invoice, by Messry 
Thorley, and co. 2,779/. 12s 10d.—The 
latter ‘charge of commission is certait 
net warranted by the instructions of the, 
comptroller, which provided, that the corte 
tnissions of 25 per cent. to Mr. Lindeégtes 
and 14 per cent. to Messrs. G. ‘T'hornti 
and son, should include every expences, 
except what might attend the duties, ship 
ping, freight, and insurance; and the comp 
troller states, that although he left ita 
Mr. Lindegren’s option, whether he shduli 
go abroad or not, yet he expected he would, 
and understood from Mr. Lindegren tha 
he meant to do so: he did not howeve, 
intend that a further commission of 2’pét 
cent. should be allowed to a merchant, fr 
transacting“ the business at Riga: and 
states it to have been the duty of the com 
mittee of accounts to have prevented sud 
further charge of commission.—This &% 
count was passed by the committee i 
March 1798, and it is stated by Mr, Gam 
bier, that it was examined aid compatel 
with the official statement by the meimben 
of the committee themselves, so as to sal 
fy them, that the account was correct. Ii 
may therefore seem surprizing, that i 
charge of commission by Messrs. Thonq 
and co. Should have been allowed; 
amount of which was 2,7791. 128. 100 
Notwithstanding the minute examin 
which Mr. Gambier represents the accoul 
to have undergone, nearly from’ the ti 
of the establishment of the committed 
accounts, both by the clerks in the offi 
for bills and accounts, and by the memml 
of the conimittee themselves, yet it is¢ 
dent that the examination of this-aced 





‘sibility by the production of the ceytifi- 
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was closed without the charge of commis- 
sion by Messrs. Thorley and co. having 
been discovered.—The cammittee had 
about this time under examination the ac- 
count of Mr. Lindegren for the purchase of 
Masts in 1797, and in the course of that 
examination, it was discovered, that the 
invoices contained a charge of commission 
by Messrs. Thorley and co., at the rate of 
#per cent.—In consequence of this disco- 
very, the committee on the 7th of Aug. 
1798, submitted to the board at large, 
Whether the business for which Messrs. 
Thorley, Morison, and co. charged a com- 
mission of 4 per cent. ‘‘ should be consi- 
“dered as Mr. Lindegren’s own business, 
“ for which he was to be allowed a commis- 
“sion of 24 per cent. or whether he was 
“permitted by the board to employ an 
“agent at Riga for that purpose?” On 
the same day the board determined, ‘* that 
“the charge by Messrs. Thorley and co., 


ly & “for commission on the purchase of the 


“ Masts at Riga, was prope; ; as Mr. Lin- 
“degren, from being detained here by or- 
“der of the board fur the purpose ot pas- 
“sing his accounts, was allowed to employ 
“an agent at Rigafor the purchase in 
“question.”——The comunittee, after’ this, 
referring to Mr. Lindegren’s account for the 
purchase of Hemp in 1797, and finding a 
charge of commission by Messrs. Thorley, 
and co. on that transaction, also made a 
reference tothe board at large on that sub- 
ject on the 10th of Aug. 1798.—They 
stated to the board, that, on a re-exami- 
nation of Mr.-Lindegren’s account for 
Hemp purchased at Riga in 1797, previous 
to the final issue of the bill towards clear- 
ing his imprest, they found they had over- 
looked a charge of 2-per-cent. commission 
by Messrs. Thorley; and co. at Riga, in- 
sétted in the invoices, which in the office 
statement had been comprised under the 
head of cost at Riga; that as this charge 
had been incurred by reason of Mr. Linde- 
ret’s detention in England for settling 
isformer accounts, in the same manner 
that the 4-per-cent. commission was in- 
eutréd on the Masts purchased: at Riga by 
Messrs. Thorley, and co. which the board 
by their resolution of the 7th irist. had 
thought proper to allow, they submitted 
to the board, whether the charge in ques- 
tion was to be allowed.—On the same day 
the board determined, That the commission 
of 2 percent. to Messrs. ‘Thorley, and 
co. on the purchase of Hemp in 1797, was 
to be allowed for the same reasous as 
Vox, VI, Appendix. 
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a 
stated in their minute of the 7th of that 
month, for allowing the commission upon 
the purchase of the Masts.—The reasons 
stated by the navy board, in their minute, 
are not satisfactory. If Mr. Lindegren 
was required to remain in England for the - 
purpuse of passing his accounts, and was 
allowed to employ an agent to make the 
purchases in 1797, it was proper that the 
commission charged by Messrs. Thorley, 
and co, who actually made the purchases 
should be allowed; but under these cir- 
stances, if Mr. Lindegren was to be allow- 
ed acomuuission, it ought certainly to have 
been a very small one. If all the: business 
abroad was to be managed by an establish- 
ed house at Riga, arid all the business at 
home was to be performed by Messrs..G. 
Thornton and son, what part of the trans- 
action was left to the management of Mr. 
Lindegren, to justify an allowance to him 
of 2} per cent,?—Mr. Lindegren himselt 
admits, that merely writing the letter to 
Messrs. Thorley and company, ordering the 
Hemp, was all the service he performed for 
the sum of 3,550/. 18s. 2d. the amount of 
his commission on this transaction —With 


rrespect to the statement of the navy board, 
that Mr. Lindegren was required by them to 


remain in England for the purpose of passing 
his accounts, we were informed by them, 
that there was no trace in their office of 
any written order to Mr, Lindegren to that 
effect, or of any authority to him to em- 
ploy an agent at Riga; and Mr. Lindegren, 
the party on whom, it is natural to suppose, 
these circumstances would have made the 
strongest impression, has no distinct recol- 
lection of any directions being given to 
him by the navy board to remain in England 
in 1797, and does not believe that he had 
uny authority from them to employ an 
avent.—We cannot dismiss this subject 
without noticing the letter which was writ- 
ten by the navy board to Mr.-Lindegren, on 
their discovering that a commission was 
charged by Messrs. Thorley, and co., for 
providing the articles. Instead of calling 
upon him for an explanation on this point, 
they furnish him with an excuse ; for alter 
mentioning the circumstance, they state, 
“ We conclude that your detention here, 
“ for the purpose of passing your accounts, 
** has been the cause of your employing 
* the before-mentioved factors for etlecting 
‘* these purchases;. but we cannot but ob- 
‘“ serve to you, that we think it a duty you 
* owed the public to have apprized us-of 
‘‘ the additional expense that was to be in- 
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** curred by such detention, and you being 
** consequently obliged to depute others to 
“do that part of the business at Riga, 
** which otherwise would have been perfor- 
** med by you.”—It dues not appear that 
Mr. Lindegren returned any answer. to this 
letter; probably he felt that he could not 
adopt this excuse ; for it must have occur- 
red to him, that the same commission had 
been charged by Messrs. Thorley, and co., 
under his agreement with them in the years 
1795 and 6; when he was actually at Riga. 
—It seems extraordinary that the discove- 
ry of this charge for commission in 1797, 
did not lead the navy: board, to look back 


to the accounts for 1795 and 1790, from. 


which they would have perceived, that the 
reason suggested by them for this charge 
in 1797, was unfounded. As the reason 
for allowing this charge in 1797 could not 
apply to the years 1795 aud 1796, when 
Mr. Lindegren was actually at Riga, we 
applied to the navy board, to know upon 
what ground they had allowed such charge 
in those years. In their answer, they al- 
low that the charge was unknown to them 
at the time of passing their accounts, owing 
to their having relied on the official state- 
ments, and their not having referred to the 
vouchers ; but they insist that this neglect 
has not been productive of loss to the pub- 
lic, as there existed a necessity for Ir. 
Litidegren’s employing an agent, ‘or he 
*¢ would have paid from 10 to 12 per cent. 
“+ at least more than by employing an agent, 
“and paying him the regulated commis- 
* sion;” therefore, they say, their having 
passed over this charge in the accounts for 
1795 and 1790, ‘ is perfectly immaterial 
‘in respect of the point, whether it was to 
“be allowed or not,’—This position we 
cannot assent to; for, if the first account in 
1795 had been examined with proper atten- 
tion, the charge of commission would have 
been discovered ; the navy board would pro- 
bably-have then become acquainted with the 
necessity for Mr. Lindegren’s employing an 
agent, which, they state, they were igno- 
rant of at the time of allowing the charge 
on this account in 1797 ; and it is fair to 
presume, that,’after 1795, a stop would 
have been put to the unnecessary expense 
incurred by the employment of Mr. Linde- 
gren.—The navy board did not, till the year 
1797, resort to the mode of obtaining 
icmp by commission from Petersburgh ; 
on which occasion they employed Mr. 
Coruwall Smalley, a partner in the house 
of ‘Thorntons aud Smalley. The commis- 
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sion authorized by the comptroller, ang 
charged on this transaction, was 4 per cent, 
The commissign charged and allowed on the 
Hemp from Riga, provided by Mr. Linde. 
gren in the same year, was, as we have be 
tore observed, 6 per cent. notwithstanding 
the usual charge of commission for provie 
ding the article at Petersburgh is 3 per cent, 
and at Riga only 2 per cent. A careful at. 
tention to the public interest can alone pre, 
vent the recurrence of such inconsistencies, 
and the losses which arise from them, 


The Fourth Statement made by the navy 
board, of Mr, Lindegren’s accounts for the 
purchase of Hemp, is for that provided 
him in 1799, amounting to 117,4011. 178,04, 
In consequence of a suggestion from the 
first lord of the admiralty to the comp- 
troller of the navy, that it might be adv 
sable to take steps for securing a sufficient 
supply of Masts and Hemp for the use of 
his maj.’s navy, in such mode as. should 
appear best calculated to keep the price of 
the articles as low as possible, the comp 
troller gave authority to Mr. Lindegren on 
the 6th of March 1799, notwithstanding 
the bad quality of the Hemp provided by 
him in 1797, to purchase 2,000 tons, for 
the performance of which service he was 
to be allowed for himself and agents a come 
mission of 4 per ceut. upon the amountof 
his disbursements.—Under this order Mr, 
.Lindegren purchased 2,244 tons. 14 cwt, 
3 qrs. 5 lbs.; und the following account 
pwill shew the quality and state of each 
cargo at the time of rece:pt. Uponare 
presentation made by the yard ofticersof 
the interior quality of the Hemp imported 
by the Nymph and Hector, the navy board 
called on them for a more particular te 
port, and afterwards ordered them to keep 
a particular account of these cargoes, and 
when the whole should be manufactured, 
to state the loss sustained by the publicin 
consequence of the inferior quality ; upon 
this it seems, that an experiment was made 
on ten tons of each of these cargoes, and 
an equal quantity of the best Hemp pr 
vided by contract, and it was found 
the produce in quantity was in favourd 
the former; but the: account ordered doe 
not appear to have been kept by the yard 
officers, or called for by the board, 
consequently the css to the public, which 
may have arisen from the inferiority of the 
Fquality, cannot be ascertained.—In this 
year, besides the Riga liemp provided 
Mr. Lindegren, the navy board contracted 
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for 1,000 tons of that article, at 47/. 10s. 
ner ton, with the usual war additions of 
1/, 10s. per ‘ton at Portsmouth, and 2/. per 
ton at Plymouth ; it therefore appears that 
this Hemp, of which none could be recei- 
yed according to the conditions of the con- 
tract, but such as was of good quality, and 
fit for his maj.’s service, cost the public, up- 
onan average, 48/.7s. Od. per.ton, where- 
as that provided by Mr. Lindegren, upon 
an averaye of the whole quantity, cost 52/. 
6s. Gd., notwithstanding one-fourth of it 
was damaged, or of such quality as would 
not have been received from ceutracturs.— 
The order given by the comptroller to Mr. 
Lindegren to effect this purchase, differs 
essentially from the orders in the former 

rs: Messrs. G. Thoruton and son were 
no longer nominated to transact the busi- 
ness in England, but it was stipulated with 
Mr. Lindegren, that the rate of commission 
should not exceed 4 percent. for himself and 
agents.— Mr. Lindegren employed Messrs. 
Thorley and co. to make the purchases 
at Riga under this order, who charged, as 
usual, a commission of 2 per cent. upon the 
amount of each invoice, and Mr. Linde- 
gren' charged a further commission of 2 
per cent. upon the first cost of the Hemp, 
and the expences attending its importation 
and delivery at the Dock Yards.—Thus at 
length, a stop was put to the extravagance 
in the amount of the commissions: Mr. 
Lindegren indeed was still coutinued to be 
employed, but the public were only at the 
same expence of commission as was actual- 
lyincurred on the purchases made at Peters-" 
burgh by Mr. Smalley, and would have 
been incurred by the employment of esta- 
blished houses in the Russia trade in ob- 
taining Hemp troiw Riga. 


PURCHASES OF MASTS, FIR TIMBER, &c, 

The first lord of the admiralty, in his let- 
terto the comptroller of the navy of the 
6th of Jan. 1795, authorizing him to send 
an able and confidential person to Riga to 
purchase Lemp, is silent as to the purchase 
of Masts ; but the comptroller states in his 
evidence, that he had verbal directions from 
his lordship for that purpose. He there- 
fore, in -his instructions to Mr. Lindegren, 
directed him, iu ‘case he should meet with 
any Masts at Riga of the size of 20 inches 
~ and upwards, which he should have reason 
to believe were going to the enemy, to en- 
deavour to prevent their receiving such sup- 
ply by any means that. might occur to him ; 
and.in case he should not be able to obtain 
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the Masts by the superiority of the credit 
of this country, he was authorized to give 
an advance upon the price which the ene- 
my might have agreed for.—By his maj.’s 
order in council of the 8th of June 1796, 
the comptroller of the navy is directed to 
execute certain services of a secret nature, 
under the authority of the first lord of the 
admiralty, and after such services shall 
have been performed, he is required to lay 
the orders and his proceedings in conse- 
quence, before the board for their concur- 
rence. ‘l'o enable the board to judge, as 
they are directed to do, of the conduct of 
the comptroller, it is necessary that the 
orders under which he has acted should be 
in writing. The directions given by the first 
lord of the admiralty for the purchase of 
Hemp were in that mayner communicated 
to the comptroller, and we think the same 
rule should have been observed with re- 
spect to the procuring of Masts, Measures 
may be concerted in conferences between 
the principal officers of a department, but 
they should in all cases be carried into 
execution under the warrant of the proper 
authority.—Mr. Lindegren, in his letters 
from Hamburgh and Riga, dated 11th of 
April and 2d of May 1795, stated to the 
comptroller, that all the Masts of 20 inches 
and upwards, then at Riga, and expected 
there in the course of that and the follow- 
ing year, had been bought up for the French 
govt.; but that he had deprived them of 
at least 5 or 600 of the above dimensions, 
which were ready for shipping at Riga, and 
which they had relied on for the supply of 
their fleet.—Various communications were- 
made by Mr. Lindegren to the comptroller 
on the subject of the Masts which had 
been bought up for the French govt. ; and 
the navy, board, in their letter of the Sth 
of July, informed him, that they thought 
it a desirable object to obtain them, pro- 
vided they could be had on terms not’ex- 
orbitant.—Mr. Lindegren, in his letter to 
the comptroller of the 18th of July 1795, 
stated, that he had so far prevailed on the 
French agent as to have obtained from 
him the terms on which he was willing to 
part with between 3 and 400 of the largest 
and finest sticks he had at Riga of from 20 
to 25 inches in diameter, together with his 
original contracts for all the Masts of the 
next year, to the number of about 2000. 
Mr. Lindegren however stated, that his 
demands were too high, but that he hoped 
they would be lowered. This letter appears 
to have been transmitted: to the first lord 
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of the admiralty, who by a minute written 
at the foot of. it, dated the 11th of Aug. 
‘1795, desired the navy board to authorize 
Mr..Lindegren to conclude a bargain for 
the Masts on the most reasonable terms 
he could, The navy board, on the same 
day, gave Mr. Lindegren such authority, 
and stated, they trusted to his ability and 
integrity in the execution of 'a transaction 
of such magnitude, that he would not enter 
into ahy terms for the final purchase be- 
yond what it might be proper for them:to 
accede to, for obtaining the object they 
had in view. They also stated, that 1 
would have been more satisfactory if he 
had mentioned the terms of the French 
agent; and directed him, in the further 
prosecution of the business he was em- 
ployed upon, always to state the terms that 
might be offered to him.—On the 6th of 
Sept. 1795, Mr. Lindegren, by letter from 
Riga, informed the comptroller, that he 
had that day settled with the French agent 
upon such terms as he felt convinced, in 
' the then situation of affairs, would prove 
highly satisfactory, for all his Masts, con- 
sisting of 4 or possibly 500 remarkably 
fine sticks, or from 20 to 25 palms, which 
were upon the spot, and of about 2,300 
which he had contracted for to be deliver- 
ed in the next year. Mr. Lindegrea stated 
the prices of the Masts of different sizes on 
their delivery at Riga as near as be could 
calculate them, according to the then rate 
of exchange, exclusive of all charges; and 
informed the comptroller, that they would 
cost more than the last Masts the navy board 
had contracted for, which he said-was un- 
avoidable, as the French agent would not 
make them over to him without. a handsome 
advance upon the prices he was to receive 
from his employers, whose interest he had 
sacrificed.—-Mr. Lindegren, on the ist of 
Feb. 1796, transmitted to the navy board 
an account of the particulars of the Masts 
which he had contracted for, and were to 
be delivered to him at Riga, if possible, 
in.the ceurse of the next season; he stated 
that this account, which made the number 
3,949, contained the whole of the Masts 
the French agent had hought up, and had 
been in treaty for.—The Masts purchased 
by Mr. Lindegren were imported in the 
course of the years 1795,6, 7, and 8. On 
the first. ship being ordered to Riga, to 
bring home the masts, Messrs, G. Thorn- 


ton and son, on the 19th of June 1795, 


wrote to the navy board, and requested to 
know, whether it was requisite for them to 
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order any small articles of broken stow 
for the Barnes transport, and the 9 
ships which might be chartered to br 
home the Masts. 
ply, informed them they did not then ggg 
that it was necessary to order any smal} 
articles for the Barnes, but that if it should 
be thought requisite for the other shi 
they would inform them therewith, J 
appears that Messrs. G. Thornton and gon, 
with a praise-worthy intention to the pubs 
lic interest, again wrote to the na 
board, and represented, that the Mag 
ships were chartered for a certain som 
for the whole cargo, and that as no ship 
could load more than 2-3ds of a cargoof 
Masts, the loss of freight for the space not 
filled up would be considerable ; and ther 
fore suggested, that Mr. Lindegren mi 
be permitted to procure freight fromthe 
merchants. Upon this representation, thé 
navy board grounded their letter of the 
14th of Aug. 1795, to Mr. Lindegren, dg 
siring him to procure freight for the broket 
stowage, but not to purchase any thing, a 
their contracts had been made so as toah 
ford ample provision.—In_ reply “to the 
above, Mr. Lindegren on the 3d of Sept 
1795, informed the comptroller, thathe 
was very apprehensive it would not be 
possible to procure any merchandize fi 
individuals to fill up the empty space 
the Mast ships, particularly for the up 
ports, but assured him every exertidt 
should be made for that purpose. It 
pears, that he had at this time put Fir Tim 
ber, on his own account, on board 3:of th 
Mast ships, the Barnes, Withywood, and 
Henniker, which he stated, bad sailedjo 
were on the point of sailing from Rigas 
On the 12th of the same ‘montis, Mr, Lik 
degren stated to Messrs. G. Thornton atl 
son, that ‘he had been under the necessiy 
of putting broken stowage on board the 
above ships, to enable them to stow tht 
Masts. He informed them, that he bad 
directed his house at Portsmouth to take 
care of that laden on board the Barnesail 
Withywood, but desired that they would 
cause the Fir Timber by the Hennikertt 
be sold. Mr. Lindegren observed ® 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son, that 
could not have ventured to put the fi 
Timber and Lath-wood on board the abort 
ships for sale, if he had expected to ae 
freight, as it would not fetch the pri 
cost with that addition; and, if they si 
pected the navy board had any idea of tt 
ceiving freight, to tell them it could 
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afforded; and that, as he wanted no emo- 
Jument from the goods, they were welcome 
tohave them at prime cost.—It does not 
appear that Messrs. G. Thornton and son 
had any communication with the navy 
board in consequence of this letter. Mr.G. 
Thornton states, he has no reason to believe 
that Mr. Lindegren had permission to bring 
home Fir Timber, lath and firewood, on 
his own account, without paying freight 
for the same, or that it was known to any 
member of that board that he imported such 
articles in the Mast ships,—It appears that 
Mr. Lindegren also put Fir-Timber on board 
the 4 other Mast ships, loaded at Riga in 
the course of the year 1795, which was 
sold on his account.— Mr. Lindegren states 
jn his evidence ‘that, he did endeavour, 
without success, to obtain freight from the 
merchants of Riga, to fill up the vacant 
space in these ships. His obvious duty un~- 
der those circumstances, was to have pur- 
chased, on account of govt., such articles as 
were actually necessary to stow the Masts. 
Hé says, he cannot now state why he did 
notinform the comptroller on the 3d of 
Sept., or in some of his subsequent letters, 
that he had Jaden Fir Timber on board the 
Mast ships on his own account. In his let- 
terto Messrs. G. Thornton and son, of the 
12th of Sept., he desires them, if they 
should suspect the navy board had any 
idea of receiving freight, to tell them it 
could not be afforded ; yet, in his evidence 
hestates, that he did derive considerable 
profit from the Fir Timber and other arti- 
cles imported by him in the Mast ships, in 
1795 and beginning of 1796.—We have not, 
been able to ascertain how, or in what man- 
ner, the circumstance of Mr. Lindegren’s 
having imported these articles in the Mast 
ships, was brought to the knowledge of the, 
avy board; but by the evidence of the 
comptroller and surveyor of the navy, and 
of Mr. Gambier, it appears, that in the 
beginning of 1796, the question was discus- 
sed by the navy board, whether Mr. Linde- 
gren should or should not pay freight ; and 
that it was determined in the negative; but 
upon. what precise ground the board came 
to that determination, they donot appear to 
recollect: nor is there any minute on the 
proceedings of the navy board relative 
thereto.—In 1796, previous to the impor- 
tation of that year, the navy board seem to 
have determined, that the articles necessa- 
ty to complete the loading of the Mast ships, 
should be provided. on their account. They 
Wrote to Mr, Lindegren to inform them of 
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the nature of the goods that he would pro- 
pose for this purpose, and on the 26th of 
April, they authorized him to purchase 
2000 loads of Riga Fir Timber, and 2370 
Norway Masts. . These articles, it appears, 
were not sufficient for the intended purpose. 


.Of 44 ships which were employed in the 


importation of the Masts in 1796, the ar- 
ticles ordered by the navy board for broken 
stowage were sufficient to complete the load- 
ing of only 20, Mr. Lindegren did not 
communicate this circumstance to the navy 
beard, and request their directions for a 
further provision of these articles for the re« 
maining 24 ships, but put on board them 
Fir Timber, which was sold on his account, 
without any allowance for the freight being 
made to the public.—By the evidence of 
the comptroller aud Mr. Gambier, it would 
seem that the navy board were not acquaint- 
ed with Mr. Lindegren’s having imported 
any articles-in the Mast ships on bis private 
account, afler the order of the 26th of 
April 1796, above alluded to ; but it is evi- 
dent that the navy board must at the time 
have been acquainted with his having done 
so, as on the 13th of Oct. 1786, they direc- 
ted the Portsmouth officers not to receive 
any Fir Timber or Norway Masts out of 
the ships importing the Riga Masts purcha- 
sed by Mr. Lindegren, beyond the number 
and quantity they were authorized to. receive 
in the April preceding, nor any other 
kinds of broken stowage, without a special 
order for that purpose ; and.on the 9th of © 
Dec. following, the Portsmouth officers re- 
quested the navy board’s direction as to 
the disposal of 50 loads of Fir Timber de- 
livered at that yard, beyond the quantity 
they were authorized to receive in April, 
which the navy board directed them ‘to 
return to Mr. Lindegren.—The first state- 
ment made by the navy board of Mr. 
Lindegren’s accounts for the purchase of 
Masts, is for those imported in the years 
1795 and 96 ; and he was in consequence 
discharged of the sum of 280,023/. 4s. 7d. 
Owing to the reduction made by the navy 
board in the rate of commission originally 
agreed to be given to Mr. Lindegren, he ap- 
pears to have been at a loss at what rate to 
charge his commission on this transaction ; 
and it was consequently omitted in this ac- 
count; but it was afterwards agreed by the 
navy board, that he should be allowed 5 
per cent. uponsuch Masts as he had procu- 
red before he received their Jetter of the 
12th of June 1795, and 24 on the remain- 
der ; and he accordingly took credit. for the 
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amount in his subsequent account for 1797. 
—The different commissions allowed by the 
navy board on the purchase of the Masts, 
Fir Timber, &e. imported in 1795 and 96, 
were as follow: 4 per cent. by Messrs. 
Thorley and co. on the amount of the first 
cost and charges at Riza, 6,260/. 16s. 2d.; 5 
per cent. by Mr. Lindegren on the amount 
of the first cost and charges at Riga (inclu- 
ding Messrs. Thorley and co.’s commission) 
on 598 Masts, 1,389/. 6s. Od. ; and 24 per 
cent. on the remainder, 3,382/. 15s. 10d.; 
457720. 1s. 10d:; 14 per cent. by Messrs. 
G. Thoruton and son on the amount of 
the first cost and all the charges, except 
Mr. Lindegren’s commission, 3,7 54/. 10s. 3d. 
So much has already been said on the 
subject of the employment of Mr. Linde- 
gren, and of the additional expence which 
was thereby incurred, that we think it un- 
necessary to say any thing further here, 
than that we are of opinion’ no advantage 
was gained that might not have been expec- 
ted from the employment of any establish- 
ed house in the Russia trade. —This account 
was passed on the 20th of June 1797, sub- 
sequent to the appointment of the commit- 
tee of accounts, but at a time when, as we 
are informed, their examination of the ac- 
counts was confined to the consideration 
of the circumstances pointed out to their 
attention by the statements of the accounts 
made by the clerks. —The commission char- 
ged by Messrs. Thorley and co. was, as we 
have before observed, with respect to the 
aceounts for Hemp purchased in the years 
1795, 96, and 97, included in the sum in- 
serted in the official abstract as the prime 
‘cost of the different cargoes: it was conse- 
quently unknown to the board at the time 
of passing the account, that this expence 
of commission, in addition to what they 
had agreed to allow to Mr. Lindegren 
on the purchase, had been incurred.— 
We found upon examining and comparing 
Mr. Lindegren’s accounts with the vouchers 
produced by him to the navy board, that 
there had been Jaden on board the Peggy, 
ene of the Mast ships, 138 loads 14 feet. 
of Fir Timber, of which only 94 loads 45 
feet were received in Portsmouth Yard; 
the-remainder was returned to Mr. Linde- 
gren; but the insurance and duty upon the 
whole quantity, we found were charged to 
the public, as well'as the duty upon several 
parcels of firewood imported in the Mast 
ships on Mr. Lindegren’s private account. 
—On questioning Mr. Lindegren to these 
points, he stateds that his charging the 
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firewood was an oversight, and, with pe 
spect to the Masts, that 175, not 185, were 
taken from the Dock Yard to his pound 

the water bailiff of the yard; that he was 
not at home at the time, but his clerks jp. 
formed him of it, and he supposed the 
Masts belonged to Messrs. Thorley, and 
co., to whom, when sold, he gave credit for 
the proceeds.—It is true that Mr. Linde. 
gren had given Messrs. Thorley credit for 
these Masts, not only in his annual ae. 
counts, but in an account respecting some 
contracts for Masts, which had been trang. 
ferred to them, of which we shall speak 
hereafter ; but it does appear to us very ex. 
traordinary that Mr. Lindegren, who ad, 
mits he was not in the practice of receiving 
Masts from Messrs. ‘Thorley, for sale, 
should not, in the course of 9 years, have 


had any communication with them respect+ 


ing these Masts or their proceeds. He ae- 
counts for this silence by stating, that 
Messrs. Thorley, and co. owed him a good 
deal of money, on account of the Mast 
contracts above alluded to, and says, that 
he wished Mr. Morison to have had a copy 
of his account, be believes, in March 1808, 
which would have cleared up the error re 


specting the Masts; but Mr, Morison said, 


he did not want it.—If Mr. Lindegren ‘had 
supposed that the 185 or 175 Masts bes 
longed to Messrs. Thorley, Morison, and 
co. it was his duty to have seen that the 
public had credit for the freight of them; 
but he says, he never adverted to this cire 
cumstance, considering, that they were im- 
ported 2 or 3 ineach ship: if this had been 
true, we do not perceive how it could les- 
sen the claim of the public to freight; but 
he must have known it could not have beea 
the case, as only 21 ships had imported 
Masts to Portsmouth in the Course of 1795 
and 96.—In the account current delivered 
by Mr. Lindegren to the navy board on the 
11th of May last, he gave'the public credit 
for 7311. 2s. 10d. as the proceeds of the 
175 Masts; and in an amended account 
current delivered the 1st of June, he gave 
credit for 23/. 17s. 7d. and 14/, 138. 2d 
as the duty charged to the public on the 
Fir Timber and firewood imported on his 
private account. 


The Second Statement made by the navy 
board of Mr. Lindegren’s accounts for the 
purchase of Masts, is for those imported 
in 1797, including the cost of one cargo of 








Hemp. In this account the public were 
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allowed credit for the sum of 34,7671. 15s. 


recovered from the underwriters on ac- 
count of the loss of 4 cargoes of Hemp, 


' fhe net sum, of which Mr. Lindegren was 


discharged, was 183,804/. 13s.—-Mr. Lin- 
degren, in his letter of -the 2tst of March 
1797; stated to the navy board, that it was 
near the time for taking: up ships to. com- 
mence the importation. of the Masts re- 
maining at Riga, and requested to be in- 
formed, what articles they would wish him 
to put'on board, to enable the masters to 
stow the Masts.—The navy board, in re- 
ply, on the 20th of April 1797, ordered 
Mr, Lindegren to procure and deliver in 
the course of that year, 2645 Norway 
Masts, 2250 loads of Riga timber, and 
91,000 deals; and in the course of 1798, 
1630 Norway Masts, and 750 loads of 
Riga timber. They at the same time de- 
sired that he would not import in 1797 
any of the articles ordered for 1798, if it 
could be avoided without any additional 
expence to govt.—On the llth of Aug. 
1797, Mr. Lindegren acquainted the navy 


bourd, that his agent at Riga had informed: 


him the articles ordered for broken stowage 
had been nearly all employed in comple- 
‘ting the cargoes of the ships which had been 
then sent out, and that it would be neces- 
sary to provide a further quantity to stow 
the remaining Masts, which were mostly 
of the largest sizes, Mr. Lindegren point- 
ed out Fir Timber, hand Masts, spars, and 
deals, as proper for the purpose, and re- 
quested the navy board would let him know 
what quantities of those articles they would 
wish to have put on board the ships. —The 
navy board on the same day informed Mr. 
Lindegren, that they expected the principal 
part of the large. Masts had been sent 
home, us they had repeatedly desired he 
would give then: the preference; and with 
respect to the broken stowage, they desired 
he would procure as much Fir Timber as 
was absolutely necessary to stow the re- 


_maining Masts, but nothing more.—On the 


15th of Aug. the navy board, by a general 
Warrant, acquainted the officers of the se- 
Veral yards, that they had authorized Mr. 


‘Lindegren to procure as much Fir Timber 


& was absolutely necessary to stow the 
Masts, and directed them to receive the 
sime,-- Notwithstanding this representation 
of Mr, Lindegren, and the navy board’s 
direction, we do not find that the addi- 
Honal quantity of Fir Timber was deliver- 
td into bis maj.’s yards; on the contrary, 
Out of 33 ships, which imported the Masts 
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in 1797, it appears that 14 of them brought 
Fir Timber, which was sold on Mr. Linde- 
gren’s private account, without any allow- 
whce of freight being made tothe public.— 
Mr. L, states, when the additional quan- 
tity of Fir Timber arrived, which he was 
directed to procure by the navy board’s 
letter of the 11th of Aug. that he conceives 
the circumstance of its having been ordered 
by the navy board was not adverted to, 
either by himself or Messrs..G, Thornton 
and son; and that, therefore, it was pere 
mitted to be refused at the Dock Yards. 
We apprehend it could not have been re- 
tused at the Dock Yards; as the officers were 
expressly directed to receive the additional 
quantity by the navy board’s warrant of 
the 15th of Aug. before mentioned. He 
afterwards produced 3 letters from Messrs. 
G. Thornton and son to Messrs. Chapell 
and Hodge, their agents at Plymouth, dated 
in July and Aug. 1797, stating, that the 
bills of lading forthe Fir Timber by cer- 
tain Mast ships had been sent to the navy 
board, which Fir Timber Messrs. G, Thorn- 
ton and son, by their letter of the 15th of 
Aug. desired might be sold, as they found 
it was not to be received by the officers of 
Plymouth yard. By these letters Mr, L. 
would imply, that the navy: board had re. 
fused to take the timber. This circum- 
stance not appearing probable, we applied 
to Messrs. G. Thornton and son, and _re- 
quested to be informed, whether the navy 
board had refused to receive the timber in 
question, or upon what ground the letter 
of Messrs. G. ‘Thornton and son to Messrs, 
Chapell and Hodge of the 15th of Aug. 
was written, and in reply it was stated to 
us, that they had referred to their corre- 
spondence with the navy. board in 1797, 
and had not found any letter relative to 
the broken stowage, and that in all proba- 
bility their letter of the 15th of Aug, was 
written in consequence of verbal directions 
from Mr. Lindegren.—-Mr. 'L. in his letter 
tous of the 6th of July 1805, speaks of 
the reluctance he had to having any Fir 
Timber put on board the Mast ships 
on his own account; and yet, when the 
navy board had ordered him to procure’as 
much Fir Timber as was absolutely peces- 


sary to stow the Masts, and had directed ~ - 


the officers of the yards to receive it, he, 
on its arrival, being himself in England, 
caused it to be sold on his private account, 
Under these circumstances, it is not rea- 
sonable to suppose that. Mr. L.. would have 
made this timber his own, if a loss arose 
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amount in his subsequent account for 1797. 
—The different commissions allowed by the 
navy board on the purchase of the Masts, 
Fir Timber, &c. imported in 1795 and 96, 
were as follow: 4 per cent. by Messrs. 
Thorley and co. on the amount of the first 
cost and charges at Rita, 6,260/. 16s. 2d.; 5 
per cent. by Mr. Lindegren on the amount 
of the first cost and charges at Riga (inclu- 
ding Messrs. Thorley and co.’s commission) 
on 598 Masts, 1,389/. 6s. Od.; and 24 per 
cent. on the remainder, 3,382/, 15s. 10d.; 
45,7721. 1s. 10d:; 14 per cent. by Messrs. 
G. Thoruton and son on the amount of 
the first cost and all the charges, except 
Mr. Lindegren’s commission, 3,7 54/. 10s. 3d. 

So much has already been said on the 
subject of the employment of Mr. Linde- 
gren, and of the additional expence which 
was thereby incurred, that we think it un- 
necessary to say any thing further here, 
than that we are of opinion: no advantage 
was gained that might not have been expec- 
ted from the employment of any establish- 
ed house in the Russia trade.—This account 
was passed on the 20th of June 1797, sub- 
sequent to the appointment of the commit- 
tee of accounts, but at a time when, as we 
are informed, their examination of the ac. 
counts was confined to the consideration 
of the circumstances pointed out to their 
attention by the statements of the accounts 
made by the clerks. —The commission char- 
ged by Messrs. Thorley and co. was, as we 
have before observed, ‘with respect to the 
accounts for Hemp purchased in the years 
1795, 96, and 97, included in the sum in- 
serted in the official abstract as the prime 
cost of the different cargoes: it was conse- 
quently unknown to the board at the time 
of passing the account, that this expence 
of commission, in addition to what they 
had agreed to allow to Mr. Lindegren 
on the’ purchase, had been incurred.— 
We found upon examining and comparing 
Mr. Lindegren’s accounts with the vouchers 
produced by him to the navy board, that 
there had been laden on board the Peggy, 


ene of the Mast ships, 138 loads 14 feet. 


of Fir Timber, of which only 94 loads 45 
feet were received in Portsmouth Yard; 
the-remainder was returned to Mr. Linde- 
gren; but the insurance and duty upon the 
whole quantity, we found were charged to 
the public, as well as the duty upon several 
parcels of firewood imported in the Mast 
ships on Mr. Lindegren’s private account. 
—On questioning Mr. Lindegren to these 
points, he stated, that his charging the 
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duty to the public on the Fir Timber ang’ 
firewood was an oversight, and, with re, 
spect to the Masts, that 175, not 185, were 
taken from the Dock Yard to his pound 
the water bailiff of the yard; that he was 
not at home at the time, but his clerks jp. 
formed him of it, and he supposed the 
Masts belonged to Messrs. Thorley, ang 
co., to whom, when sold, he gave credit for 
the proceeds.—It is true that Mr. Linde 
gren had given Messrs. Thorley credit for 
these Masts, not only in his annual ag 
counts, but in an account respecting some 
contracts for Masts, which had been trans. 
ferred to them, of which we shall speak 
hereafter ; but it does appear to us very ex. 
traordinary that Mr. Lindegren, who ad, 
mits he was not in the practice of receiving 
Masts from Messrs. ‘Thorley, for sale, 
should not, in the course of 9 years, have 
had any communication with them respect: 
ing these Masts or their proceeds. He ae- 
counts for this silence by stating, that 
Messrs. Thorley, and co. owed him a good 
deal of money, on account of the Mast 
contracts above alluded to, and says, that 
he wished Mr. Morison to have had a copy 
of his account, be believes, in March 1805, 
which would have cleared up the error re 
specting the Masts; but Mr. Morison said; 
he did not want it.—If Mr. Lindegren bad 
supposed that the 185 or 175 Masts bee 
longed to Messrs. Thorley, Morison, and 
co. it was his duty to have seen that the 
public had credit for the freight of them; 
but he says, he never adverted to this cir 
cumstance, considering, that they were im- 
ported 2 or 3 ineach ship: if this had beea 
true, we do not perceive how it could les 
sen the claim of the public to freight; but 
he must have known it could not have been 
the case, as only 21 ships bad imported 
Masts to Portsmouth in the course of 179% 
and 96.—In the account current delivered 
by Mr. Lindegren to the navy board on the 
11th of May last, he gave'the public credit 
for 7311. 2s. 10d. as the proceeds. of the 
175 Masts; and in an amended accoutt 
current delivered the Ist of June, he gave 
credit for 23/..17s, 7d. and 14/. 138. 2d 
as the duty charged to the public on the 
Fir Timber and firewood imported on his 
private account. 

The Second Statement made by the navy 
board of Mr. Lindegren’s accounts for the 
purchase of Masts, is for those imported 
in 1797, including the cost of one cargo 
Hemp. In this account the public wee 
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allowed credit for the sum of 34,767/. 15s. 
recovered from the underwriters on ac- 
count of the loss of 4 cargoes of Hemp. 
. The net sum, of which Mr. Lindegren was 
discharged, was 183,804/. 13s.—Mr. Lin- 

ren, in his letter of the 2ist of March 
1797, stated to the navy board, that it was 
near the time for taking: up ships to com- 
mence the importation. of the Masts re- 
maining at Riga, and requested to be in- 
‘formed, what articles they would wish him 
to put on board, to enable the masters to 
stow the Masts.—The navy board, in re- 
ply, on the 20th of April 1797, ordered 
Mr, Lindegren to procure and deliver in 
the.course of that year, 2645 Norway 
Masts, 2250 loads of Riga timber, and 
91,000 deals; and in the course of 1798, 
1630 Norway Masts, and 750 loads of 


Riga timber. They at the same time de-, 


sired that he would not import in 1797 
any.of the articles ordered for 1798, if it 
could be avoided without any additional 
expence to govt.—On the llth of Aug, 
1797, Mr. Lindegren acquainted the navy 


bourd, that his agent at Riga had informed: 


him the articles ordered for broken stowage 
had been nearly all employed in comple- 
‘ting the cargoes of the ships which had been 
then sent out, and that it would be neces- 
faty to provide a further quantity to stow 
the remaining Masts, which were mostly 
ofthe largest sizes, Mr. Lindegren point- 
ed out F'ir Timber, hand Masts, spars, and 
deals, as proper for the purpose, and re- 
quested the navy board would let him know 
what quantities of those articles they would 
wish to have put on board the ships.—The 
navy board on the same day informed Mr. 
Lindegren, that they expected the principal 
part of the large Masts had been sent 
home, us they had repeatedly desired he 
would give them: the preference; and with 
respect to the broken stowage, they desired 
he would procure as much Fir Timber as 
was absolutely necessary to stow the re- 
-Maining Masts, but nothing more.—On the 
lth of Aug. the navy board, by a general 
Warrant, acquainted the officers of the se- 
veral yards, that they had authorized Mr. 
‘Lindegren to procure as much Fir Timber 
& was absolutely necessary to stow the 
Masts, aud directed them to receive the 
ame,-- Notwithstanding this representation 
of Mr, Lindegren, and the navy board’s 
tection, we do not find that the addi- 
Heval quantity of Fir Timber was deliver- 
tinto bis maj.’s yards; on the contrary, 
out of 35 ships, which imported the Masts 





in 1797, it appears that 14 of them brought 
Fir Timber, which was sold on Mr. Linde- 
gren’s private account, without any allows 
whce of freight being made tothe public.— 
Mr. L. states, when the additional quan- 
tity of Fir Timber arrived, which he was 
directed to procure by the navy board’s 
letter of the 11th of Aug. that he conceives 
the circumstance of its having been ordered 
by the navy board was not adverted to, 
either by himself or Messrs. G. Thornton 
and son; and that, therefore, it was pere 
mitted to be refused at the Dock Yards. 
We apprehend it could not have been re- 
fused at the Dock Yards; as the cfficers were 
expressly directed to receive the additional 
quantity by the navy board’s warrant of 
the 15th of Aug. before mentioned. He 
afterwards produced 3 letters from Messrs. 
G. Thornton and son to Messrs. Chapell 
and Hodge, their agents at Plymouth, dated 
in July and Aug. 1797, stating, that the 
bills of lading for the Fir Timber by cer- 
tain Mast ships had been sent to the navy 
board, which Fir Timber Messrs. G, Thorn- 
ton and son, by their letter of the 15th of 
Aug. desired might be sold, as they found 
it was not to be received by the officers of 
Plymouth yard. By these letters Mr, L. 
would imply, that the navy: board had re. 
fused to take the timber. This circum- 
stance not appearing probable, we applied 
to Messrs. G. Thornton and son, and _re- 
quested to be informed, whether the navy 
board had refused to receive the timber in 
question, or upon. what ground the letter 
of Messrs. G. ‘Thornton and son to Messrs, 
Chapell and Hodge of the 15th of Aug. 
was written, and in reply it was stated to 
us, that they had referred. to their corre- 
spondence with the navy. board in 1797, 
and bad not found any letter relative to 
the broken stowage, and that in all proba- 
bility their letter of the 15th of Aug, was 
written in consequence of verbal directions 
from Mr, Lindegren.—Mr. 'L. in his letter 
tous of the 6th of July 1805, speaks of 
the reluctance he had to having any Fir 
Timber put on board the Mast ships 
on his own account; and yet, when the 
navy board had ordered him to procure’as 
much Fir Timber as was absolutely peces- 


sary to stow the Masts, and had directed ~ 


the officers of the yards to receive it, he, 
on its arrival, being himself in England, 
caused it to be sold on his private account. 
Under these circumstances, it is not rea 
sonable to suppose that Mr. L.. would have 
made this timber his own, if a loss arose 


ee 
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upon the sale, as his evidence seems to in- 
timate; but, whether such loss did or did 
not arise, it must be observed that the di- 
rections, which he received from thé navy 
board, were not regarded by him.—The 
commissions charged and allowed by the 
navy board on the purchase of the Masts, 
Fir Timber, &c, imported in 1797, were 
as follows: 4 per cent. by Messrs. ‘Thorley, 
and co. and on the amount of the first cost 
and charges at Riga 5,692/. 8s. 10d; 24 
per cent. by Mr. Lindegren, on the amount 
of the first cost and charges at Riga, in- 
eluding Messrs. Thorley and co.’s com- 
mission 3,711/, 14s. 9d.; 14 per cent. by 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son, on the 
amount of the first cost and all the charges, 
except Mr. Lindegren’s commission, 3,083/. 
26s. 7d.—In the course of the examina- 
tion of this account, it was first discovered 
by the committee of accounts, that a com- 
mission had been charged by Messrs. 'Thor- 
Jey and co. an the purchase, which indu- 
eed them tomake the reference to the board, 
as to the propriety of allowing that charge, 
which we-have before noticed, when speak~ 
ing of the purchase of Hemp in 1797.—It 
appears by the minute of the committee of 
accounts, attached to their statement of 
this account, that their attention was di- 
rected to the difference in the number of 
the.articles charged to the public, and the 
numbers.acknowledged by the officers of 
the yards to have been received. They 
state, that upon the whole number of Masts, 
bowsprits, and spars, there appeared to 
have been 109 sticks more delivered than 
had been paid for. This was not the case. 
In the:abstract of the invoices, from which 
the statement is made, the cargo of the 
Young William is stated to have consisted 
of 26 Masts, instead of 76; that of the 
Selby, 63 instead of 65; and in the cargo 
of the Centurion, 84 Norway Masts or 
spars are wholly omitted ; so that, instead 
of there having been a greater number de- 
livered than had been paid for, there was 
actually a deficiency of 27 in the delivery, 
of which we cannot get any account. 


The Third Statement made by the navy 
board, of Mr. Lindegren’s accounts for the 
purchase of Masts, is for those imported 
in 1798, amounting to 33,6611. 13s. 5d.— 
Mr. L., on the 7th of April 1798, .repre- 
sented to the navy board, that there still 
remained at Riga a sufficiency of small 
Masts, spars, &c. to stow about 300 
Masts and 50 bowsprits of tlie largest di- 
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mensions, front 20 to 26 inches in diametg, 


He stated, if the navy board wished fg 


such a supply, that they might depend gg 
not. being disappointed, as he had madej 
his business, through his agents in Russiq 
to get selected, with infinite pains, a grgy 
number of sticks of such dimensions, qj 
that he would undertake to receive bagh 
on his own account, any Masts, which, 9 
delivery, might be found to fall shortg 
20 inches. And, on the 24th of Aprily Mp 
L. observing that the navy board hada 
vertised for large Masts, stated to them, 
that he was enabled, from the steps he ha} 
taken in Russia, to provide them with sug 
as they might require, and that he woulf 
engage, every stick should measure 9 
inches or more iy diameter. He furthe 
stated, that he was certain it was not jj 
the power of any other person to provid 
the Masts on the terms he could, and tha 
he had every reason to: doubt their bej 

able.to provide them at all; and, atth 
same time, informed them, if he was pr 
mitted to procure the Masts in questioy 


‘that it would enable him to bring hom 


advantageously for govt., all the Mast 
spars, &c. remaining at Riga, which by 
been paid for, and made a part of the % 
quired supplies of the year, and whi 
were quite sufficient broken stowage forth 
300 Masts they required.—Mr. L., on thy 
25th of April, transmitted to the nay 
board an account of the sums, which 

apprehended the Masts of different siag 
from 21 to 26 inches, would cost, on 

ing delivered into his maj.’s yards; up 

which they authorized him to purchag 
281 Masts, of 21 inches and upwards, # 
on condition, that such as might, on dé 
very, prove under that size, should bem 
turned to him.—Upon the delivery of thew 
Masts, some of them did prove under#l 
inches in diametér, which the navy bom 
afterwards consented to receive at redudtl 
prices. — Notwithstanding the statemé 

made by Mr. L. to the navy board, @ 
the small masts, spars, &c, remaining# 
Riga, would be quite sufficient broil 
stowage for 300 masts, we find, althoug 
the navy board ordered only 281, that Mm 
L. put Fir Timber, on his own accounk 
board 3 of the 6 ships, by, which the Ma 
were imported, on which no freight™ 
allowed to the public.—At the time@ 
navy board authorized Mr. L. to purtll 

the 281 Masts, they did not enter intoé 


agreement with him as to the commissid 


he should be allowed, aud when: he 
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dished his account, he left the rate to be 
determined by the navy board.—In ,the 
jnvdices of these Masts, there was no spe- 
gic ‘charge of commission by Messrs. 
Thorley and co.; although such charge 
was'continued to be made in the invoices 
of the articles purchased in the preceding 
ar; which were imported at the same 
tine. —On the 26th of April 1799, the navy 
poard desired Mr. L. to inform them, why 
the'shipping charges, duties, and commis- 
sion to Messrs. Thorley and co,, had not 
been particularly specified in the invoices 
of the Masts purchased under the agree- 
mentof April 1798, as had been done in the 
jnvoices for the Masts and Fir Timber left 
pebind in 1797, and in all former invoices. 
=Mr. L. in his reply informed the board, 
that he had particularly.desired Messrs. 
Thorley and co. to charge the Masts, pur- 
chased in 1798, as specific rates, including 
allthe charges at Riga, in order that the 
cost of each Mast might be seen at one 
view—On the 15th of July 1799, the 
navy board desired Mr. Lindegren to state, 
asin former instances, the prime cost of 
the Masts, the duties and shipping charges, 
and the commission charged by Messrs. 
Thorley and co., for the purpose of their 
determining what commission ought to be 
illowed to him. In his letter of the 22d 
of July; be informed them the circum- 
stances, under which these Masts were 
purchased, differed materially from the 
former transactions ; that, as a number of 
latge Masts alone were to be supplied, 
Messrs. Thorley and co., in order to make 
the'selection, were under the necessity of 
purchasing many considerable parcels of 
Masts, botly large and small, otherwise they 
could not have procured Masts of such 
fizes as were sent, and which, according to 
his directions, were charged at the lowest 
prices at which they could afford to deliver 
im tiem.— Mr. L. in his letters of the 7th and 
mae 24th of April 1798, did not state any diffi- 
culty or disadvantage in procuring a supply 
oflarge Masts only, but informed the board, 
that the number they required had been 
tetudlly selected by his agent at Kiga.— 
Oh the 16th of Oct. 1799, the navy board 
to Mr. L. the directions contained 

it their letter of the 15th of July, to state 
le particulars which composed the sums 
erted in the invoices transmitted . by 
sts. Thorley and co., as they could not 
Wahy commission upon this transac- 


tion, until such particulars were ascertain- 


@; and, on the 18th, he informed them, 
Vou, VI, Appendix. 





that he would desire Messrs. Thorley and 
co. to furnish him with invoices made out 
in the. usual mode. It does not, however,* 
appear, that the information desired by 
the navy board was ever furnished to them. 
On the 13th of Dec. 1799, in answer to 
Mr. L.’s letter of the 30th of Nov. they 
informed him of the prices at which they 
would receive the Masts, that on delivery, 
had proved to be. under 21 inches; and 
with respect to his commission, as it ap- 
peared he was to pay 4 per cent. upon the 
purchase at Riga, they should allow him 
2 per cent. in addition thereto, which is 
the only specific commission charged on 
thepurchase of the Masts in 1798.—Du- 
ring the time that Messrs. G. Thornton 
and son were allowed a commission by the 
navy board for transacting the business in 
England, relative to the purchases made by 
Mr. L., they furnished him with accounts, 
which were laid before the navy board, of 
the profit and loss arising from the interest 
and discount of the navy bills issued by 
way of imprest; but, when they ceased to 
be so employed, Mr. L. no longer produ- 
ced such accounts to the navy board.— 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son, were after- 
wards employed by Mr. L. as his private 
agents, to transact the business relative-to 
the purchase of Masts in 1798, and, by 
their account with him, intitled “‘ his ace 
count of Naval Stores imported,” it ap- 
pears, that 1$ imprest bills for 1000/ each, 
payable at 90 days, were issued by. the 
navy board, in part payment for these 
Masts. Messrs. G. Thornton and son did 
not negociate these bills, but held them till 
they became due, when they not only re« 
ceived the principal sums of the bills, but 
also the interest, which amounted to 235d. 
16s, and gave Mr. Lindegren credit for 
that sum on the Ist of May 1799; but, as 
3 of these bills did not become due until 
the 10th of June, they debited him with 
181.48. 9d. ; the amount of the discount on 
such bills, leaving a balance.of 217/. ls. 3d. 
—Mr. L. states, that he does not recollect 
why he did not give the public credit for 
this sum ; and that. he thinks he did not get 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son’s account, 
in which they gave him credit for it, tll 
about the 29th of June last, the time of bis 
examination ; but it is stated by Mr. G. 
Thornton, that it was delivered to him soon 
after it was prepared, on the ist of May 
1799; and as Mr. L. was debited by 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son with the ba- 
lance of thataccount, amounting to 13,164, 
h 
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8s. 19d, it would be unreasonable to sup- 
pose, ifthe account had not been furnish- 
ed, but that Mr. L. would have required it, 
to have seen how ‘such balance was made 
up,—In the course of opr enquiry we also 
discovered that: Mr. L. had received some 
other sums which should have been carried 
to the credit of the public. Having, at our’ 
request; been favoured by the conmission- 
ers of ‘the customs with copies of the ma- 
nifests of the cargoes of the ditlerent Mast 
ships,» we found, in addition to the Fir 
‘Timber imported by Mr. L. on his private 
account in each year, that wainscot logs | 
had been imported in some of the ships 
which were consigned to Messrs. G. Thorn- 
ton and son. Upon application to them 
we found that those articles had been con- 
signed to them by Messrs. ‘Thorley and co. 
of Riga, and that they had given credit to 
Mr. L. for the amount of the freight, in an 
account which they had opeued with him, 
intitled, “* disbursements tor Naval Stores 
“imported,” a copy of which account they 
laid before us, together with an extract 
from their journals, ‘necessary to the eluci- 
dation of that account, which contains 
other sums besides the freiglit of the logs 
above mentioned, with which the public 
should have been credited, and also some 
disbursements, which have not been charged 
by Mr. L. in his accounts. We have drawn 
out an account, shewing the sums which 
should have been carried to the account of 
the public-by Mr. L., the balance of which 
1561. 17s. 4d. still remains due from him. 
—Messrs. G. Thornton and son’s account 
above alluded to, contains a charge for in- 
terest on sums advanced in payment for Na- 
yal Stores, which should not fall upon the 
public, as Mr. L. had, at the time, a con- 
siderable sum of the public money in his 
hauds, which he had withdrawn from the 
custody of Messrs. G. Thornton and son. 
—It is stated by Mr. Tooke, that he thinks 
Mr. L. was not furnished with the account 
intitled “* disbursements for Naval Stores,” 
and by Mr. L. that he never saw it until it 
was shewn to him just before the copy was 
rendered to this board ; but as the balance 
538i. 4s. 11d. was carried to bis particular 
account as a balance on disbursements for 
Naval Stores, be certainly ought, whether 
the account was. furnished or not, to have 
ascertained how such balance had arisen.— 
We were surprized to find that Mr, L. had 
not delivered, with any of the accounts of 
his purcliases, an account current of his re- 
céipts.and disbursements ; more especially 
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as the navy Hoard did call upon him by let. 
ter, on the 7th of March 1797, for an ag 
count current from the commencement ‘of 
his employment, It is stated by Mryh, 
that he furnished one in consequeneg, jy 
which he gave the navy board credit, for 
the amount of the errors, pointed out 
us, Which had occurred in the accountiof 
the purchase of Hemp im 1795..Qq 
application to the navy board for this 
account, they stated, that - though = 
search had. been made in the office, it 
could not be found; and in a subsequent 
letter, they intormed us, that from the ep, 
cumstances therein detailed, they had not 
any reason to believe that such account 
current had been delivered. MrvL, ae 
counted for his being unable to furnish ys 
with a copy of the account current saidby 
him to have been delivered, by stati 
that he was robbed of his books and paper 
relating to bis transactions with the navy 
board on his way to Portsmouth in,1798.or 
99. ‘These circumstances considered, we 
are inclined to believe that the account in 
question was never furaished to the navy 
board ; for, if it had, and the sums before 
alluded to had been expressly stated there- 
in.as due from ‘him to the public, itis not 
reasonable to suppose that the navy board 
would have omitted to debit him with their 
amount,—On the 11th of May 1805, after 
we had discovered that various sums, the 
property of the public, bad not been brought 
to account by Mr. L., he traismitted 
the navy board, of his own accord, an ae 
count current, commencing on the 30th of 
April 1799, in which he endeavoured @ 
adjust the several errors and improper char 
ges in his accounts, which had been disee 
vered in the course of our investigations 
‘The first sum in this account current with 
which be charges himself is 483/. 9s 8d, 
stated to be the balance due to the 
board at the time Messrs, G, Thornton 
son ceased to be employed: this sum, # 
learned from Mr. L., was ascertained 
the following manner. After he was 200 
bed of his papers, he obtained from thet 
vy office the amount of the sums which had 
been imprested to him; to this he added 
the several sums recovered by Messrs 
Thornton and son, contained in ‘their a 
count of Naval Stores imported, dated th 
29th of April 1796, and deducted ther 
from the amount of his various disburse 
ments; the remainder he inserted as @ bi 
lance due to, the navy board, without ay 
specification of the items which compg 
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it.’ This was certainly not a clear or satis- 
factory mode of stating the account; for 
it’was impossible that the navy board, 
from’ atiy documents in their possession, 
could ascertain how the balance was made 
ip: Mr. L. also gave the public credit in 
thigaccount for 731/.2s.10d., as the amount 
ofthe Masts belonging to the public, which 
head received out of Portsmouth Dock 
Yard in 1797.—In consequence of our ha- 
ving discoyered that Mr. L. had improper- 

charged the public with the duty on some 
fir Timber and fire wood imported by him 
inthe Mast ships on his private account, he 
transmitted to the navy board an amended 
gecount current, in which he gave them credit 
for the amount; but there still remain due 


from him the sums of 156/. 17s. 4d. and 


971. 1s. 3d. which we have before noticed, 
less the sum of 23/. 12s. 6d., the premium 
returned on | the insurance of the cargo of 
theAriadne, which Mr. L. has given the pub- 
lic credit for in the balance of 483/. 9s. 8d., 
although that sum had been previously al- 
lowed in the original account of the cost of 
the cargo of that ship. 


Upon a review of these transactions, we 
feel ourselves called upon to state, that by 
awant of sufficient knowledge(which should 
have been previously obtained) of the cir- 
cumstances attending the employment of 
anagent sent from this country for the pur- 
chase of Naval Stores, and the neglect 
shewn in the examination of Mr. Linde- 
gren’saccounts, a very considerable and un- 
necessary expence has been incurred, ‘The 
amount of Mr. Lindegren’s commission on 
the purchases made prior to 1798, was, 
97,651. 9s. 6d. We cannot but consider, 
from thecircumstances before detailed, that 
the whole, or the greater part, of that com- 
mission was lost to the public; as, during 
those years, a resident merchant at Riga 
was paid the usual conimission for making 
the purchases there, and an established 
mercautile hause in London was paid for 
transacting al} the business in this country. 
~Itis urged however, that Mr. L. in conse- 
quence of his employment, went io. Riga 
in 1795 and 96, and that. during his stay 
there in the former year, he* gave informa- 
tion of the ships, which took on board Na- 
val Stores on account of the enemy ; but, 
as we have before observed, the purchases | 
at Riga might have been as well executed 
had he not been present ot engaged tor that 
Purpose. 'or the other service expected: 
ftom him, that of giving intelligence ot 
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ships laden with Naval Stores on account 
of the enemy, persons long resident on the 
spot were better qualified, as they posses- 
sed superior opportunities of acquiring in~ 
formation; to whom, or to other persons 
expressly deputed, a small part of 12,857/.~ 
38. 2d., the sum paid as Mr. L.'s commis- 
sion in 1795, would have afforded an am- 
ple remuneration, As to the services per= 
formed by Mr. L. in 1797, itisnot alledged, 
either by himself or the navy board, that 
he did any thing more for the commission 
allowed him than merely convey to Messrs, 
Thorley and co., the order for the pur- 
chase of the goods.—We have before sta- 
ted it as our opinion, thatno advantage was 
likely taarise from sending an agent abroad 
beyond what might have been expected 
from the employment of an: established 
house in London. ‘Ihe fact we are about 
to mention affords reason to apprehend, 
that the commission allowed Mr. L. was 
not the only loss which the public sustained 
by his being employed. In the course of 
our enquiry we discovered that Mr. L. had 
received certain compliments or gratuities 
from Messrs. Thorley and co.; whom he 
employed to make the purchases: at Riga. 
Although it was established that gratuities 
had been received, yet we could not pro- 
cure any information, on which we could 
depend, as to their probable amount. A 
part, we learned, was in goods, which con- 
sisted of Fir Timber and lathwood, Jaden 
by Mr. L, inthe Mast ships, to complete 
their stowage. We were at some pains to 
ascertain the sum, which this timber‘and 
lathwood yielded to Mr. Li, and with this 
view we required Messrs. G. ‘Thornton and 
son, by whom it was disposed of, to lay be- 
fore us the accounts of sale; but we have 
not entered them in the Appendix, as Mr. 
L. ‘in bis letter to us of the6th of July 
1805, states the proceeds of the Timber at 
12,r18/. 14s. 3d. and the proceeds of the 
lathwood, including some charges of insu- 
rance, at 2,944/. Os. Od. making in the 
whole 15,062? 148. 3d. which sum nearly 
corresponds with that we had collected from 
Messrs. G. "Thornton and son’s accounts. 
It is stated by Mr. L, that a part only of 
this Timber was given to him by Messrs. 
Thorley, and co, and that they drew upon 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son on his ac- 
count for the remainder.) We however 


found it to be impossible to obtain from him 


uny precise information on this point’; -he 
stated, that he could not say what propor 
tion of it had been drawn for, and tl at he 
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was not in possession of any account by 
which it could be ascertained, owing to his 
having been robbed of his: books and pa- 
pers as before mentioned.—There was a 
speculation in Petersburgh Hemp on the 
joint account of ‘Mr,Lindegren, Mr. Mo- 
rison, and Messrs. G. Thornton and son, 
This Hemp was sold by the Jatter, who 
gave Mr. L. credit for bis.proportion of 
the proceeds. of the sale, amounting to 
4,4471..5s. Sd. Mr. L. at first. stated to 
us, he considered this speculation as a 
part of the compliment from Messrs. 
Thorley and co., as they did not draw 
upon him for his share. of the prime cost ; 
but he afterwards declared though ve- 
ty vaguely, that, upon a reference to the 
books of Messrs. G. Thornton and son, 
$ome sums appeared to have been drawn 
by Messrs..Thorley, Morison, and co., 
which he considered to have been on this 
account, though he could not distinguish 
the sums, nor had he any account that 
would assist him in this particular. We 
also discovered, that in 1799, Mr. L. re- 
ceived from Mr. Morisou a farther gratui- 
ty in money, which the latter states to have 
been about 1;200/..and the former about 
1,0001.—We felt it to be our duty to ques- 
tion both Mr. L. and Mr. Morison very 
particularly, as to the nature and amount 
of the compliments or gratuities which had 
been received by the former. We did not, 
however, obtain any satisfactory informa- 
tion from. them; but it is stated by Mr. 
Morison, that ‘‘ he rather thinks, to the 
++ best of his recollection,” the compliment 
to Mr. L. was made to be nearly adequate 
to 1 percent. on the gross amount of the 
purchases subsequent to 1795.—An agent 
with a commission should not have recei- 
ved any compliment from the merchants 
whom he employed to purchase the arti- 
cles on the public account. If the mer- 
chants had only a fair remuneration for 
their services, they could not afford to 
make such presents; and, if it was a part 
of the agent’s duty to protect the public 
interest against any fraud or abuse which 
might be practised by those whom he eim 


ployed, it was not likely that this service’ 
should be faithfully performed by a person 


to whom the:presents were made.—There 


is another part of Mr. L.’s conduct which, 
our duty, requires us to notice, namely, 


bis applying ‘the public. money to his: pri- 
vate advantage. Having, had occasion to 
require -Messrs. G. Thornton ‘and son to 
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produce to us their account with Mr. L, of| 
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his transactions with the navy board, jp, 
titled, “* his account of Naval Stores im. 
ported, for the years 1795, 6,7, 8,.and9” 
and observing, that the balances of some 
of those accounts. had been transferred tp 
Mr, L.’s particular accounts,. we: ‘caused. 
them to be laid before us, and in conse, 
quence discovered that Mr. L. had mg, 
ceived the following sums of publi¢ 
from Messrs. G..Thornton and son; |. 
1796. Feb, 27. Cash paid him £9,550 0.4 
April 29. Amount of Hanbury and .* 
co.’s draft of the 10th of Nov. . 10,624 14's 
Balance of account of Naval Stores 
imported, cartied to the credit of 
Mr. Lindegren’a particular ac- * 
‘ 7,237 8 4 


COUNE «ie 0 05.4 
1797. Jyne 2. Ditto 15,674 19 
TT ? 
£43,087 94 


The bills drawn at Riga in payment for 
the articles purchased by Mr. L. asiwell 
as all the expences attending theit impon 
tation, were paid by: Messrs. G. Thom. 
ton and son, to whom, in fact, the money 
necessary for that purpose was issued by 
the navy board, although the bills wen 
made out in Mr. L.’s name. It was-not 
therefore right or necessary that Mr,L, 
should have withdrawn from Messrs, 6, 
Thornton and son more than the amount 
of his commission upon the articles pur 
chased. Mr. G. Thornton, who acteda 
attorney to Mr. L., states, that he wasa 
acquainted with the amount of his commis 
sion, and that when he called upon himfr 
money, he paid it to him.—At the tim 
Mr. L. had received the sums amounting 
43,087/. 2s. 1d. from Messrs. G. Thornton 
and son, he could only be entitled to bs 
commission on thearticlesimported in17% 
and 1796, amounting to 20,2481. 48, °%, 
leaving a balance of the public moneyia 
his hands of 22,838/. 17s. 11d. above the 
amount of his commission.—In excuse for 
this conduct, Mr. L. stated, that he never 
added together the sums he received from 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son, to ascertain 
whether they exceeded the amount of hi 
commission ; and-that the sum of 10,624 
148. 3d. drawn for by Messrs. Hanburyial 
co. ‘was carried’ to the debit of his accoutl 


it should have ‘been carried by Messrs. 6. 
Thornton and son to his private account; 
and, with respect to the other sums, lt 
could not recollect why they had been at 
ried to bis particular account.—The et 
dence given by Mr. L. having appe 

us to be very vague and inconsistent, ¥ 
issued our precept to Messrs. G. Tho 
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- ¢he Naval Stores purchased by him for the 


we discovered that so far from the bill for 


. Thornton and son were in the practice of 


‘ cent. per an. upon the balance of that ac- 





‘whenever they are likely to incur any new 


. 55,000/,—Having in the course of our ex- 


_ of insurance, which had been mostly ef- 
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and son for Mr L.’s letters to them, between 
the years 1795 and 1797, on the subject of 


service of the navy.—From the. letters 
which were in consequence laid before us 


10,6241, 14s. 3d. drawn by Messrs. Hanbu- 
ry.and.co. on Mr. L.’s private account, 
having been carried by Messrs..G. Thorn- 
ton and son to his public account by mis- 
take, it was done at his express desire, as 
appears by his letter to them of the 22d of 
Nov. 1795; and that he algo directed them 
by letter of the ist of June 1797, to place 
to the credit of his particular or private ac- 
count the sum of 15,674/. 19s. 7d. being 
the balance of his public account, dated the 
30th of May 1797.—Mr. L. in transferring 
public money to his private account with 
Messrs. G. Thornton and son, had not on- 
ly the means of employing it in his private 
speculations, but he derived an immediate 
advantage from the transfer, as Messrs. G. 


allowing him interest at the rate of 5 per 


count. It is evident, that when Mr. L. 
transferred to his private account any of the 
public money advanced to Messrs. G. 
Thornton and son, to employ it for his 
own benefit, greater sums must have been 
advanced to them than the exigencies of 
the service would otherwise have requi- 
ted. But Mr. L. has endeavoured to esta- 
blish by his evidence, that no such conse- 
quence arose from his conduct. This re- 
sult however is apparent; for in the same 
letter by which he directs the transfer of 
public money to his private account, he 
desired Messrs. G. Thornton and son, 


advances on the public account, to apply to 
the navy board who will immediately pay 
them the same; and on referring to the ac- 
count of the unprests granted by the navy 
board, fur this service, we find that within 
a fortnight after the date of that letter, 
they issued imprest bills to the amount of 


amination of Mr. L’s. accounts, observed 
that there were notations upon the policies 


fected by Messrs. G. Thornton and son at 
theRoyal Exchange and London Insurance 


‘ offices, of an allowance of discount at the} 
tate of 10 per cent, upon the amount of 
the premium, we were led to enquire up-' 
on what ground this allowance had. been) 


of Naval Enquiry.—Purchases of Hemp, Masts, and Fir Timber. 


' fexxii 


constant director of the Royal Exchange 
Assurance office, from whom we learned 
that upon all ready money payments, {in 
which light they consider payment within 
3 months,) they make an allowance of 10 per 
cent.—This allowance upon the aggregate 
of the sums paid for insurance by Messrs. 
G. Thornton and son, in the years 1795, 965 
and 7, amounted to about 5000I.; and as Mr. 
G. Thornton stated that navy bills had ‘been 
issued punctually on the application of his 
house, for defraying all the expences, it ap» 
peared to us that the public were entitled to 
any allowance that might be made for the 
prompt payment of its own money; more es- 
pecially as a specific commission was given 
to Messrs. G. Thornton and son for the 
performance of all the business in this coun- 
try attending Mr. L.’s purchases.—By the 
evidence of the Comptroller and Mr. Gams» 
bier, it appears to have been the intention 
of the mavy board, that Messrs. G. Thorn 
ton and son should not have had any allow- 
ance beyond their stipulated commission, 
and that the circumstance of the allowance 
of. the 10 per cent. had neither been noti- 
ced by the board, nor represented to them 
by the clerks who drew out the statements 
of Mr. L.’s accounts.—Mr. G. Thornton 
informed es, that he had not carried to the 
credit of the public the discount on paying 
tbe premiums of insurance, because it was 
not customary among merchants. We ex- 
amined John Julius Angerstein, Thomas 
Bonar, and Anthony Brough, esqrs. as tothe 
usage of merchants in this respect. The 
two former could not speak to the point in 
question ; but by the latter we were informe 
ed, that it was not- usual for merchants to 
account jfor this allowance, unless there 
was a specific agreement for that purpose. 

Where irregularities or abuses in any of 
the public departments, such as we have 
had occasion to notice in this Report, have 
arisen from a want of sufficient vigilance 
and attention to the examination of ac- 
counts, the means of preventing them are 
to be looked for not so much in new 
regulations as in an increase of vigilance 
and attention. Still there are some regu- 
lations connected with the subjects of this 
enjuiry, which we think it may be advan- 
tageous. to adopt.—Whenever it may be 
judged advisable to employ agents to make 
purchases for govt., we recommend that the 
public boards should previously “stipulate 
with. them, that the rate of commission 
which may be agreed upon, shall constitute 
the whole of the remuneration, and that 





made, and examined Samuel Fenning, esq. 
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suchvagents shduld’be required to produce, 
together» with their accounts, affidavits 
that they were notin any way,interested in 
the articles purchased previous to their be- 
ing obtained for govt. ; that they neither 
have» derived, norwill derive, any profit, 
advantage; or emolument, from or by rea 
son of theiremployment,either directly or 
indirectly, beyond the amount of their sti- 
pulated commission’; that their accounts 
are just'and true; and that, in their transs 
actions, they have exerted themselves in eve- 
ry respect to the utmost of) their ability tor 
the benefit of the public, ‘An oath nearly 
similar tothe above is required from the 
agents employed by the victualling board; 
but the precaution has not yet/been adopt- 
ed by the navy board.—The greater part 
of the imprest bills issued by the navy board 
are made payable at 90 days date, bearing 
interest at the rate of 34d. percent. per day ; 
the amount of which is'added to the sum of 
the bills... On an-inspection of the imprest 
- ledgers: kept in the office for comptrolling 
the treasurer’s accounts, we found it was. 
the practice to charge the individuals to 
whom: money has been advanced ‘in this 
manner, with the principal sum of the bills 
only, without noticing the interest. From 
this.circumstance they are not necessarily 
called upon to account for the interest, 
which is ‘to all intents a part ot the sum of 
the bill ; and, should the bill not be nego- 
ciated, is as much the property of the pub- 
lic as the specific sum. for which the bill is 
issued, It. isistated by the chief clerk in 
the office for bills and accounts, that itis 
not the usual practice to call upon indivi- 
duals, when they render their accounts, to 
know whether any interest had accrued up- 
on the bills previous to their being-negocia- 
ted;and in a former part of this Report 
we have observed that Mr. Lindegren had 
omitted to give credit for the interest on 
some: bills, which had been imprested to 
him,’ In-order to secure to the public the 
full produce’ ot the bills which may be is- 
sued in thismanner for the future, we recom- 
mend that the individuals should be char- 
ged, iw the Imprest Ledger with the full 
amountiof the bills, including the interest. 
—We areiof opinion, that no account of the 
expenditure of public money should be re- 
ceived by the navy board, without a gene- 
ral account:current of the receipts and dis- 
bursements. It has been stated to us by 
the chief clerk in the office for bills and ac- 
counts, that, upon referring to accounts 


passed as far back as 1757, he found ac- 
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counts ’current had ‘been invariably prody. 
ced. 


bited only a collection of the disbursements, 


should: bave been passed without his prodys 


cing an account current.—In our examinay 
tion of some of the accounts of Mr. Lip. 
degren and Mr. Smalley, for the purchas 
ses of Naval Stores, which had been pay 
sed by the navy board, we had oceasion to 
observe, that the accounts so passed. had 
not the signatures or initials of the clerks, 
whose duty it was to examine them > nor 
of the members of the committee who had 
approved them; nor of the members of the 
board, by, whom they had been allowed. 
Nothing, ib our opinion, can tend more to 
enforce a strict and regular attention to the 
examination of accounts, which is so es 
sential to the protection of the public inter 
est against fraud and error, than the impo- 
sing of individual responsibility on the per 
sons who may be employed in that impor 
tant duty. With this view we recommend, 
that theclerks, who examine the castings of 
the vouchers to accounts, should note the 
time, and affix’ their signatures. thereto; 
that the clerk who examines the accountias 
to its propriety and consistency with the 
board’s orders, and makes the official staté- 
ment thereof, should bring together, in the 
form of acertificate, the objections which 
may appear to passiug the account, and 
sign his name thereto, and note the timeof 
his so doing; that the committee of at 
counts having satisfied themselves ‘ot the 
propriety or: impropriety of the charges 
made, should, on referring the account to 
the navy board, note the time and aflix 
their signatures to. the minute, stating their 
approval or objections to the account; and’ 
that the navy board should, i like manner, 
note the time, and also aflix their signa- 
tures to all minutes directing accounts to 
be passed.—We are also of opinion, when 
accounts are directed to be passed, that the 
clearing bills should be immediately made 
out, and not neglected, as appears to have 
been the case with some of Mr. Lindegrens 
for upwards of a year.—We are furtheral 


opinion, that when accounts are passed, 


nore of the papers or documents furnished 
as vouchers thereto should be returned t0 
the accountant; but that they shouldbe 


retained by the public board, as their at 
thority for allowing the charge, in support” 
of which they may have been produced 
In a letter from the Navy Board, they 


press a wish, that their proceedings sh 
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This*renders it more extraordinary 
that Mrs L.’s various accounts, which exhie ’ 
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be judged by: the correspondence and other 
official documents and statements, and not. 
jn-any instance solely upon the evidence of 
individuals. We readily subscribe to this 
request, and, in all.cases where it has been 
practicable, we have endeavoured to pursue 
this course ; but instances have occurred, 
in which these sources of information have 
faileds We have, not always been able to 
Jearn from the official papers whether par- 
ticular acts have been done, what orders 
have been given, and upon what grounds 
certain measures. have been’ adopted or re- 
jected ; and we have-theretore been obliged 
to seek information from the members: of 
the board.—lIt is only by rendering the mi- 
nutes of the board more perfect, that dif- 
ficulties of this sort can be removed.—We 
must not be understood to mean, that rea- 
sons should be recorded in every matter of 
common occurrence brought before a com- 
mittee or the nayy board for their determi- 
pation. We are sensible that the multipli- 
city of-business would render this imprac- 
ticable ; but, where questions of moment 
have been brought under consideration, 
and important measures have been decided 
upon, it becomes «security for the rectitude 
of such measures, that the circumstances 
and reasons leading to the decision upon 
them should appear in the proceedings ; no 
room is then left for mirepresentation in af- 
ter times, and the future members of the 
board may derive from thence a knowledge 
not only of the practical part of their du- 
ties, but of the grounds upor which those 
duties were established. . (Signed) 

Cuarues M. PoLe. 

Ewan Law. 

Joun Fourp. 

Henry Nicnor.s. 

W. Macgwortu Praerp. 
Office of Naval Enquiry, Great George- 

street, 9th Dec, 1805. 


TRANSFER OF CONTRACTS. 
Having in the course of our Enquiry 
into the subject of this Report, required 
Mr, Lindegren to produce to us his account 
with Messrs. ‘Thorley, Morison and_co., in 
Which he had given them credit for the 
proceeds of the Masts, belonging to the 
public, that he had received.out of Ports- 
Mouth yard, we discovered some. circum- 
Stances relative to the Transfer. of Con- 
fracts, which we think it our duty to no- 
tice». In that account Messrs.. Thorley, 
orison and co. are charged. with the sum 
0f12,000/. as the consideration for the 
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Transfer to them of 3: Mast contracts with 
the navy board ; two taken by MrvL., and 


fone by Mr. Samuel Sanders. The first ‘en- 


‘try is a-charge of 3,000/., as an allowance 
to Mr. L. for giving over his Mast'contract 
in. 1799. This contract. was entered-into by 
the navy boatd with Mr. L., on 'the 3d of 
May 1799, for the supply of Riga Masts at 
his maj.’s several yatds, The total amount 
of the price of the articles contracted for 
was 42,644/.; and the sum ef 3000/. char- 
ged by Mr. L. for the transfer of that con- 
tract, was at the rate of 7 percent. ;. but 
‘we find, that not one half of. the articles 
contracted for was delivered, owing to the 
restraint laid by the emperor of Russia on 
the exportation. ‘The articles that were not 
delivered are enumerated, with their prices, 
in Mr. S. Sanders’s contract of the 2d of 
May 1800, amounting to 26,5347. 7s, Od. 
it therefore appears that the sum charged _ 
by Mr. L. for the transfer of his con- 
tract in 1799, is at the’rate of 18/. 12s, 5d. 
per cent. on the amount of the Masts de- 
livered.—The second and third entries re- 
late to the contract entered into by the na- 
vy. board with Mr. S, Sanders, on the 24 
of May 1800, for supplying his maj.’s se- 
veral yards with Riga Masts and’¥ir Tim- 
ber. For the transfer of this contract, 
Messrs, Thorley, Morison, and co., were 
charged with the sum of 5,000/. paid to 
Mr. Sanders by desire of Mr. Morison, and 
2000/. for Mr. Lindegren’s allowance on 
that contract.—The price of the goods con- 
tracted for amounted to 150,966/. aud the 
sum given by Messrs, Thorley, Morison 
and co. for the contract, is at the rate’ of 
31. 6s. 2d. per cent.—On questioning Mr, 
L. as tothe charge for the allowance made 
him on this contract; he stated, that it was 
for negociating the assignment of it, and 
for attending the surveys and deliveries of 
the articles at Portsmouth and Plymouth 
yards; and that he performed that service 
pursuant to a promise he had made for 
that purpose. We however found that 
Mr. L. had been allowed the usual commis- 
sion for transacting this business at: Ports- 
mouth, and that Messrs. .Chapell and 
Hodge were employed to attend'to the de- 
liveries at Plymouth, for which they were 
allowed the usual commission.—It will be 
observed, that the terms, on which the na- 
vy board agreed with Mr. Sanders for the 
supply of-Masts in this’ year, are lower 
than those allowed-him for the Masts added 
to his contract, which were not delivered 
under Mr. L.'s contract:of 17.99. The rea 
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sons given by the navy board for making this 
addition to Mr. Sanders’s contract, as well as 
for allowing him the prices of the contract 
. of 1799 for the additional articles, are con- 
tained in their letter of the 29th of Oct. 
1805.:—+The last charge in this account is a 
sum of 4000/. as the allowance to Mr. L. 
for giving up to Mr, Morison his Mast con- 
tract for the year 1804.—In this year, the 
mavy board entered into a contract with 
Mr. L. for the supply: of Masts at Ports- 
mouth yard only, and with Messrs. Thorn- 
ton, Brothers and co., for the supply of the 
other yards... The latter contract. was ta- 
ken by order and on account of Mr. John 
Morison of Riga.—We learned from Mr. 
L. that the sum, with which he had debi- 
ted Messrs. Thorley, Morison and co., for 
the transfer of his contract, had been cal- 
culated. at the rate of 3 per cent. upon the 
amount of his own contract, and that ta- 
ken by Messrs. Thornton, Brothers and 
co. ; that he was, at all events, to bave the 
specific sum of 4,000/., but that if the 
per-centage on the deliveries under both 
the contracts, should: amount to more than 
that sum, he was to be paid the surplus also. 
This agreement appeared to us extraordi- 
nary. Whatever per-centage allowance 
Mr. Morison might consent to give Mr, L. 
upon the deliveries under his contract, in 
consideration of its being made over to 
him, we cannot see upon what ground 
Mr. L. could expect the same allowance, 
upon the contract taken by Messrs. Thorn- 
‘ton, Brothers and co,: 3 per cent. upon 


the amount of these contracts make about } 


5,588/, and thissum uponthe amountof Mr. 
Lindegren’s contract only would be at the 
rate of nearly 7 percent.—In our Seventh 
Report (see vol. 3. p..1100) we recom- 
mended, that all persons interested in Con- 
tracts, should be named therein, and that 
ho share or interest in contracts should be 
transferred, without the knowledge and ap- 
ptobation of the public boards. The facts 
here stated eviuce the propriety of this re- 
commendation ; and it appears to us, that 
it would-be advantageous to the public, if 
persons having contracts with the public 
boards, were restrained from deriving any 
profit from the transfer of them, and were 
not allowed to transfer them, without first 
making oath that they are not to derive 
any emolument from the transaction. If 
eontracts be made on such terms as to af- 


ford a fair profit to the persons contract- 
ing, the supply of the articles may be con-/ 


sidered.as certain; and it may be reason- 
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ably expected, that they will be good of 
their kind: but if the prices contracted fur, 
be such as to render the profit doubtful, 
the supply of the articles may be precaridud; 
and it may be apprehended that they will 
not be of the best quality. —If contractware 
suffered to be sold or transferred without 
the approbation of the public boards, ‘the 
advantages, which it may be expected the 
public would derive from contracting onli, 
beralterms, are likely to be defeated 5 for. 
although the original prices may be suchas 
to yield a considerable profit, yet the sum 
required for the transfer may be so exor 
bitant as to render it doubtful, whether the 
articlés can be supplied without loss | 
the persons to whom the contracts ar 
transferred. (Signed) 
Cuances M. Pore. 
Ewaw Law. 
Jonwn Forp. 
Henry NIcCHOLLs, 
Wm. Mackworthu Pragp, 
Office of Naval Enquiry, Great George- 
street, 9th Dec. 1805. 
CF 
FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 
YOR REVISING AND DIGESTING | THE 
CIVIL AFFAIRS OF HIS MAJESTY'S N& 
VY. DATED JUNE 13, 1805.—ORDERED 
TO BE PRINTED, FEBRUARY 4; 1806, 
a } 
TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 
The Frrst report of the commissiones 
appointed to revise the system and mode 
of accounting for the receipt and expen 
diture of money and stores; and like 
wise the instructions andsstanding ordes 
for the govt. of the civil departments of 
his maj.’s naval service ; and to arrange 
and frame a regular digest of the same; 
having it carefully in view to adapt the 
mode of accounting for monies aid 
stores, and likewise the whole body ofsuch 
orders and instructions, to the present ex 
tensive scale of the naval service ; and 
take measures for keeping up the said sy 
tem and digest in all time to come; |! 
who were further required to take il 
their particular consideration, al} sah 
suggestions as have been made by ti 
different BOARDS OF ENQUIRY AND S# 
LECT COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, and law 
not yet been adopted ; and to i | 
which of the same appear to be . 
ble and consistent with the-good of ti 
service, and to consider and devise? 
best means of carrying the same ‘into¢ 
ecution, in the mosi convenieut-and@ 





PSEPSs eS STs esses eeszes SFerrewecwtersoaek& eerccasnecet- »- 





SPF SaePFHKRFaS Sees # 


-peditious mater, and to report on all the 
»fnatiers aforesaid from time to time as 
_ they shall see occasion. 

7 E have proceeded to the execution of 

-V¥> the trust, which your maj. has been 
ed to repose in us, in the order which 
seemed ‘the most likely to enable us to ac- 
eoniplish the objects for which we were ap- 
poiited. With this view we have not only 
considered, with great attention, the many 
useful suggestions in the very able Reports 
of the different Boards of Enquiry and Se- 
lect Committee on Finance, but have deem- 
éd it necessary also, carefully to peruse all 
éueh official or other authentic documents, 
a5 could givé us information concerning the 
edministration of the civil affairs of the 
Navy from the earliest times.—By obser- 
vitig what changes have, at different times, 
taken plave in the system of Management; 
what abuses have prevailed; what means 
have been tried to prevent ‘their continu- 
aucé; and what success has attended the 
fhéabures, which on former oceasions have 
béea adopted ; we thought it probable that 
we might receive information that would as- 
fist ué i judging of the alterations which 
thight now be necessary, to adapt the whole 
to the present very extensive Scale of the 
Naval Service; and that by comparing 
what was accomplished in times of the 


+ « §featest exertion, by the number of Artif- 


eets and Labourers then employed, with 
what is now done in the royal Dock Yards, 
#8 well as by obtaining information from 
merchants builders of the work performed 
by the numbers employed in private yards; 
édditional means might be acquired of judg- 
ing of the industry of those at present in 
four maj.’s service. From the whole, we 
hoped to be able to form some estimate of 
What may in future be expected, and of 
the establishmen. which may, under pro- 
perregulations, be adequate to the manage- 
tient atid support of the Naval force, which 
thay be deemed necessary for the security 
¢f this ¢ountry.—To the numerous ofkcial 
ocuments, and written or printed autho- 
tities which we have perused, we shali re- 
fet as the occasion may require, and shall 
therefore now only give, as briefly as we 
ah, Such a general view of the means, 
Which, during different periods, have been 
Yaken for providing a Naval force for the de- 

of this country, and for the Civil go- 
Vérnment ofthe navy, as may render it un- 
hecessary to be so full in those references, or 
thou observations upon them, as for the sake 
of€learness might otherwise be requisite. 

Von, VI. Appendiz. 


on the Civil Affairs of the Navy. 





[cxxe 


The whole of our Naval Histoty may be 
divided into Three Periods; the first comi- 
prehending all that preceded the reign of 
Henry the 8th; the second ending with the 
restoration of Charles the 2d; and the Jast, 
coming down from the Restoration to the 
present day. 
First Period. 

During the First period it appears, that 
our kings had neither arsenals nor Dock 
yards: their only permanent Naval: force 
consisted of 57 vessels, each carrying 22 
men and a bey, well armed. and fitted for 
war, which the Cinque ports were: bound 
by their charters to furnish on 40 days’ no- 
tice from the crown.* When in a case of 
war a greater force was required, :ships 
were hired from merchants at home, or from 
those in Dantzic, Hamburgh, Lubec, Ge- 
noa, and other ports, or wéré fitted out 
from various motives by private adventu- 
rers, who shared in the advantages acqui- 
red: trading vessels, having ia those times 
no protection from ships of war belonging 
to their respective goverpmeuts, were ne- 
cessarily armed for their own defence. 

: Second Period, 

The foundation of the Navy of England 
was laid by Henry VIII. He constituted 
an Admiralty and a Navy Board, and 
during his reign, the Trinity house, and the 
Dock Yards at Deptford, Woolwich, and 
Portsmouth, were formed: the regulations 
which he made for the Civil govt. of Na+ 
val Affairs were, in the reign of Edward 
ViIth, revised, arranged, and turned inte 
ordinances which form the basis of all the 
subsequent instructions given to the officers, 
to whom the management of the Civil Af 
fairs of the navy has been committed.— 
The officers then appointed were, tlie Vice- 
Admiral of England; the Master »ef the 
Ordnance; the Surveyor of the Marine 
Causes ; the Treasurer, Comptroller, and 
General Surveyor of the Victualling, Clerk 
of the Ships, and Clerk of the Stores.— 
Particular duties were allotted to each memt+ 
ber; aud they were ordered to meet once 
a week at the office on Tower hill, tocon- 
sult together for the good order of the Na- 
vy, and to report their proceedings once a 
month to the lord bigh admital.—But the 
ships belonging to the crown or provided 
by the civil department of the navy, still 





*¥ Exton states, that ‘*in the Admirals Commis- 
sioneis of old, they ave named. Admirals of the 
Ships of the Cinque ports and other ports ;” without 
any mention of the ships of the king. Pepys Na- 
val Minutes, MS, p. 71. 
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formed only a part of the naval ‘force emi- 
ployed in time of war. In the fleet -by 
which the Spanish Armada was defeated 
there were 176 ships with 14,992 men, of 
which only 34 ships with 6,225 men, be- 
longed to the crown; and this mode of ad- 
ding to the Naval force by hired ships, ap- 
pears to have been continued down to the 
end of the 17th century.—No considerable 
alteration in the Civil Government of the 
Navy took place from the reign of Edw, 
VI. till the year 1609; when, in conse- 
quence of many abuses which were com- 
plained of, the principal officers were sus- 
pended; and commissioners were ap- 
pointed with powers to manage, settle, and 
put the affairs of the navy into a night 
course; and to take such measures as they 
might deem necessary to prevent the con- 
tinuance of the many great frauds and abu- 
ses which prevailed. A sintlar commission 
was issued in 1618; and a very full, able, 
and minute report, was made by the com. 
missioners “then named, in which those 
frauds and abuses are detailed and explain 
ed ; -a very distinct account of the state of 
the navy, at the time, is given, as well as 
of its state during the four preceding reigns; 
and many very wise regulations are sugges- 
ted.—That commission was determined up- 
on the death of James I, but was renewed 
by his successor, and remained in force till 
1628; when it was dissolved, and the al- 
fairs of the Navy.were restored to the ma- 
nagement of the board of principal officers, 
which had been established by Edward VI. 
— During the disturbances in the reign of 
Charles 1, the managing: officers were di- 
rected by the king to refuse obedience to 
the orders of parliament ; and a number of 
ships having been carried away by ‘prince 
Rupert, the naval force was by these meatis 

. reduced to so low a state, that at the be- 
ginning of Cromwell’s usurped govt. hehad 
only 14 ships of war of two decks, and some 
of. these carried only 40 guns ; but under 
the careful management of very ableinen, in 
different commissions which he appointed, 
such vigorous measures were pursued, that 
in 5 years, though engaged within that time 
in War with’ the greatest naval power in 
Europe, the fleet was increased to 150 sail, 
of which more than a third part had two 
decks, ‘he navy was indeed raised by him 
to a height which it had never before 
reached ; from which, however, it again de- 
clined during the short and feeble adminis- 
tration of his son, at. the latter part of the 
Second period. 





Third Period. ih 


On the restoration of Charles II, ¢ 
duke of York was immediately appointed 
lord high admiral, and by his advice a ¢om 
mittee was named to consider a plan, pro. 
posed by himself, for the future regulation 
of the aflairs of the navy, at which the 
duke himself presided. In all naval affairs 
he appears to have acted with the advice 
and assistance of Mr. Samuel Pepys, who, 
first, held the office of Clerk of thie 
and was afterwards secretary of the Aditiis 
ralty: aman of extraordinary knowledge 
in all that related.to the business of that 
department, of great. talents, and the most 
indefatigable industry. All the proceed. 
ings of the duke of York in the manage. 
ment of the Navy, either when he wag 
lord high admiral, or after he came to the 
throne, are minutely. detailed ina great 
vuinber of mauuscript volumes in the Pe 
pysian library at Cambridge, of which 1§ 
volumes have, at our desire, been sent for 
our perusal.—'The powers which had been 
before granted to the commissioners of thé 
Admiralty and the Navy Board were re 
called, and the entire management wag 
put into the hands of the duke, as lon 
high admiral; by whom three-new com 
missioners were appointed to act with thé 
treasurer of the navy, the Comptroller, 
the Surveyor, and the Clerk of the Acts, 
principal officers and cominissioners of -the 
vavy.—In 1661, those Instructions and 
Standing Orders for the guidance of the 
principal officers and commissiouers of the 
Navy, and the superior officers in the Dock 
Yards, which are still in force, were sent to 
the Navy Board by the duke of York 
These had been formed, under bis direction 
by Mr. Pepys, and have been found ever 
since of great use and value in the me 
nagement of the Naval departments.lt 
appears, that after the duke’s appointment 
great progress was very speedily) made ip 
the reparation and increase of the fleet; 
but on his return from his command atthe 
end of the Dutch war which commenced 
in 1664, he found that, though he had air 
thorized the Navy Board to make: all te 
addition to their establishment which the 
exigencies of the war might require, yé 
the same careful management had not beet 
continned during his absence. The exaiie 
ple of zeal and industry set by Mr. Pepys 
in his office of Clerk of the Acts, had udl 
been sufficient, without the presence and 
authority of the duke, to prevent neglectii 
the other departments, and the fleet and 
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Dock Yards had suffered greatly in conse- 
quence of it.—-After minute enquiry into 
‘the cireumstances, a state of the case was, 
by-order of the duke, drawn up by Mr, 
Pepys and sent to the Navy Board, in 
which the duties of the board, and those 
ofeach member of it, taken. from the In, 
structions before mentioned, are stated in 
different heads, and under each head the 
errors and misconduct that he discovered 
jn the execution ; requiring a written an. 
swer, in a short limited time, from each of 
them. ‘The answers were given, and in 
reply a second paper was sent to each, 
pointing out what part of the charge re- 
mained unaccounted for: but finding, at 
the same time, that a part of the blame was 
justly to be imputed to the irregularity and 
remissness of government, particularly in 
the supply of money for Naval purposes, 
in consequence of the *‘ deplorable con- 
dition of the King’s ‘l'reasure,” he conti- 
pued those officers in their employments, 
warning them that on any new neylect they 
would be removed.—The duke of York 
remained lord high admiral till 1673, when, 
in-consequence of the test required by par- 
liament, to which he would not submit, 
he resigned ; and that oflice was in part put 
incommission, and the rest retained by the 
king. Prince Rupert was put. at the bead 
of the commission, and Mr. Pepys was at 
the same time raised to the office of se- 
cretary of the king in all naval affairs, and 
of the Admiralty ; by which means his in- 
fluence was increased, the current business, 
by the king’s direction, came to be lett 
almost entirely to him, and, on extraor- 
ninary occasions, when the commissioners 
met, the duke of York assisted: the care- 
ful managemeut which be bad established, 
was consequently not departed from, or 
Telaxed till 1079; at which time there 
were in sea-pay, and in excellent condition, 
76 ships of the line, qll furnised with 
stores for six months, 8 fire-ships, besides 
merchant-men, and a numerous train of 
ketches, smacks, yatchts, &c. with more 
than 12,000 seamen; there were also 30 
new ships building, and a good supply of 
stores in the Dock Yards.—But a complete 
change then suddenly took place ;—the 
loose dissipation of the king baving still 
Added to his great pecuniary difficulties, 
he was induced to give up the plan, which 
he had formerly pursued with so much 
seal, of supporting and increasing the 


Navy, on account of the expence attending 


it The duke was sent abroad, and Pepys 


on the Civil Affairs of the Navy. fcxxxiv 


to the Tower. A new set of men were 
made commissioners of the Navy, who, 
though of fair moral gharacter, were with- 
out the experience, ability, or industry 
which - that important situation requires.— 
All the wise regulations, formed during the 
administration. of the duke of York, were 
neglected ;.and such supineness and waste 
appear to have prevailed, and at the end of 
not more than 5 years, wher he was re- 
called to the office of lord high admiral, only 
22 ships, none larger thana fourth rate, with 
2 fire ships, were at sea ;—those in harbour 
were quite unfit for service; even the 30 
new ships which he had left building, had 
been suffered to fall into # state of great 
decay ; and hardly any stores were found 
to remain in the Dock Yards, The first 
act of the duke of York on his return, was 
the re-appointment of Mr. Pepys, as secre- 
tary of the Admiralty; and his whole con- 
duct on that occasion in the management 
of the affairs of the navy, bears the most 
conspicuous marks of professional knows 
ledge, moderation, and economy, mixed 
with firmness and wisdom. He proceeded 
with great earnestness to the examination 
of the superintending officers, but gave 
them a year of trial, to correct the abuses 
which their former neglect had allowed. 
At the end of that year, observing no re- 
form made, and them unequal to the task, 
the greatest pains were taken to find out 
the ablest and most intelligent men, to 
whose care the re-establishment of the 
Navy, the remedy of abuses, and the resto- 
ration of order and discipline were to, be 
committed.—In the manuscript collections 
of Mr. Pepys, there is a paper prepared by 
the duke’s command, containing a List of 
all the great Ship-builders in England, with 
their characters, in respect of fitness for 
the objects which he had,in view. - Atmhong 
these, sir Anthony Dean is stated to be a 
man of by far the greatest abilities; one 
indeed, without whose assistance the pro- 
posed reform could not be made; but on 
being applied te, he declined the employ- 
ment, his professional emoluments being ' 
greater than those offered to him, By the 
advice of Mr. Pepys a full compensation 
was given to him for the loss of thuse emo- 
luments; and he was, with three others, 
then joined with the former principal offi- 
cers in a new commission.—These - new 
commissioners were men, in the words of 
Mr. Pepys, possessing ‘* a practised know- 
‘s ledge of every part of the works and me- 
“ thods of the Navy, both at the Board 
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‘* and in the Yards; a general mastery in 
** the business of accounts, vigour of mind 
** and approved industry and integrity ;” 
and to each of them was committed a dis- 
tinct branch of the proposed reform, for 
which his talents were the most suited.— 
Those old commissioners whose conduct 
had been most complained of, were not 
permitted to interfere in the measures of 
reform whic the rest were instructed to 
pursue. They were not however displaced, 
no wilful transgression being laid to their 
charge, .but. were directed eutirely to con- 
fine their attention to the business of a 
committee of accounts.—An estimate form- 
ed by Mr. Pepys for the complete repair 
of the Fleet and Dock Yards, and the sup- 
ply of Stores, was laid before the new come 
missioners, in which the whole expence 
was limited to 400,000/. a year, to be sup- 
plied in weekly payments for 3 years, in 
which time the whole was to becompleted 
and this was considerably less than what 
had annually beeu expended by the former 
commissioners, during the tew years of 
remissness and waste,—The commissioners, 
after fall consideration of the plan, under- 
took what was proposed to them; and it 
appears from the very full account of the 
whole proceedings left by Mr. Pepys, that 
they performed what they bad undertaken 
in legs time than was allowed for it, and at 
less expence.—In 2 years after the com- 
missioners were appointed, the king visited 
the Dock Yards; and finding every thing 
accomplished to his satisfaction, and the 
whole business arranged, he dissolved the 
commission with marks of his bigh appro- 
bation, and then restored the management 
to the regular Boards. The commission 
was opened at Lady-day 1686, and was 
elosed on the 12ih of Oct, 1088 ; and by 
a list left by Mr. Pepys there were on the 
1sth of Dec. 1688, 
Of Ships of the line, at sea, or going forth . 52 
Ditto ° Pe repaired . 41 


—— 


93 
Under repair. a a 
To be repaired , Ses ace 
Newly come in from Sea. 4 


eae 


108 
with a considerable number of vessels of 
smaller size.--Those measures which had 
been so judiciously panned, and so ably 
and expeditiously ex : uted, gave, as might 
be expected, the most general satisfaction. 
—The Revolution took,place within two 
months aft-r the business of the committee 
was completed ; but the Naval Regulations 
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were wisely left unaltered ; the business of 
the Admiralty continued for some time 
be carried on, under the immediate din 
tion of the king, by Mr. Pepys, till the 
rival of admiral Herbert and capt, Ruse 
from the Fleet, into whose hands, he 

* he silently let it fall ;” and under 
system formed by the duke of York, with 
his aid, the civil government of our 

nas ever since been carried on.— We hayg 
stated those proceedings the more fully, 
not only because the system under whieh 
the civil affairs of the Navy have ever sing 
been condueted, was then methodized ang 
settled ; but because the cireums 
give very useful information, and hold oy 
an example which well deserves attenti 
in the present times.—The rapid deg 
the fleet, and the waste of stores, ' duri 
those few years of supineness, shew 
experience, how essential it is to the sale, 
ty of this country, that the most effectu) 
means should be taken to guard agains 
any negligence in the Dock Yards ; and thy 
great work of re-establishing the Fleet, and 
restoring order, industry, and discipline ig 
the Dock Yards, accomplished in so short 
a time, by the commissioners then choses 
with so much care, proves in the most com 
vincing manner, how much depends on 
having the civil affairs of the Navy placed 
under the management of men of ‘real abis 
lity, professional knowledge, and uninter 
rupted industry. And we think it our daly 
to recommend te govt. that, in the choies 
of them, no other circumstance but thatal 
their being the fittest that can be found fa 
the execution of the various and important 
duties they are to undertake, may beregatth 
ed. Itis far from being our intention in what 
it may be our duty to propose, to depart fom 
the principles on which those ancient regal 
tions and orders are founded. They haw 
stood the test of time, and have been ft 

by long trial to be well adapted to 
great objects of their institution; but thew 
orders and regulations, though in every #4 
suited to the state of our naval force a 
then stood, have necessarily required magj 
additions, in consequence of the vasti 
crease of that force which has since tales 
place; and those additions having bee 
occasionally made as circumstances 
curred, the principles of the general syste 
which they were meant only to extend, # 
not appear to have been always | 
view: different orders have been found,® 
certain cases, incompatible with 
other; some have become obsolete, 
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thase given to one Dock Yard have not, on 
alloccasions, teen given to the rest, though 
necessary to preserve uniformity in the 

ment.-~The inconvenience arising 
from those causes naturally increasing with 
the progress of time, and the extension of 
the service, the attention of the admiralty 
came at length to be necessarily called to 
jt; and in their orders to the navy baard, 
dated the 24th of June 1764, and 23d of 
June 1767, they stated, ‘¢ that thaugh the 
erders and instructions given for the ge- 
neral government of the yards and ordi- 
naries may be sufficient for the wise pur- 
poses intended by them, yet as they are 
dispersed without order or method in a 
variety of warrants issued at different 
times, through a long series of years, they 
de not afford, in a proper and clear man- 
per, the information necessary for the con+ 
duct of the officers and workmen of the 
yards; and they therefore direct the navy 
board to proceed immediately to arrange 
and digest the said orders and instructious 
under proper heads, so as to compose one 
uniform body and system out of the whole, 
taking care where there are any repetitions 


_ ef the same order, to adopt that where the 


sense is most clearly explained, and best 
enforced ;” but the arrangement thus pro- 
posed, owing to various causes, has never 


~ been carried into effect ; and from the late 


great addition to our navy, and the accu- 
mulation of orders and instructions in con- 
sequence of it, still issued without any re- 
trospect or systematic regularity, the evil 
which the admiralty had it in view to re- 
medy, is now immensely increased; and 
the bringing into clear and regular order 
what is at present a great and undigested 
mass, is a work of so great magnitude and 
difficulty, that it could not reasonably.be 
expected to be accomplished by a board 
loaded, as the navy board bas been with 
business. Great progress was, however, 
made by one of our number, while he was 
comptroller of the navy :—a book, in which 
all orders and regulations, prior to the 
year 1786, were classed and digested under 
distinct heads, which he had prepared, was 
submitted to the perusal of the commis- 
sioners appointed in 1787, to “ enquire 


. inte the fees, gratuities, perquisites, and 


emoluments of the several public offices, 
and also into the abuses that may exist in 


. the same ;” who, in theit Gth report, thus 


express themselves, “* the numerous regu- 
lations and standing orders, which have 
time to time. been made for the good 
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government of the Deck Yards, require to 
be reviewed, put in order, and connected, 
so as to be referred ta on every occasion;” 
and they add, ‘f the navy board have, since 
the peace, had the measure under consi» 
deration, and a considerable progress hag 
been made therein. We hawe seen and 
examined the made of its execution, whick 
we highly approve, and recommend being 
carried fully into effect.” Aud the Come 
missioners of Naval Enquiry appointed ig 
1803, observe, that * the necessity of ree 
vising the instructions, and digesting the 
immense mags of orders, which have since 
been given to the officers of the yards, was 
seen by the late earl Howe and sir C. Midge 
dieton when they presided at the admirale 
ty and navy boards; and the latter had 
thade some progress in so useful a work 
when he quitted the navy board ; but gince 
that time the subject has not been adverte 
ed to, no steps have been taken for fore 
warding the work, and it seems to have 
been laid aside, and wholly forgotten.” Ig _ 
another part of the same report, they add, 


** It is much to be regretted, that this ve 


useful work was not accomplished, as it _ 
would have greatly facilitated the businesg 
of the Dock Yards, and afforded to the — 
navy board a comprehensive view of the 

standing regulations whereby they would 
have been enabled to keep a better check 
upon the due observance of them, than ia 
the course of this report will appear to 
have existed.”-—-The Digest Book prepared 
in the manner approved of, and recome 
mended by those different boards of enquis 
ry, has been given to us; and after bestow. 
ing the fullest consideration on every part 
of it, making such alterations as appeared 
to us to be necessary, and completing it 
by the addition of all the orders and in- 
structions down to the present day, we 
proceeded to prepare, as the subject of our 
First Report, the Instructions for the guir 
dance of the Resident. Commissioner, and 
the principal Officers of the Dock and Rope 
Yards; concurring, as we do, with the 
Commissioners of Enquiry, in thinking thag 
there is the most eceasion for them.—-Ip 
those Instractions, the original plan of the 
Duke of York and Mr. Pepys has beep 
followed, and forms the basis of what we 
have done on all the branches of duty come 
tained in it.—We began by calling upor 
the commissioners of the navy to transmit 
to us, copies of all warrants, standing or 
ders, and instructions, issued by their 
board from the earliest period to the pre- 
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sent time; and from the collection which’ 
‘we received in answerto’ that precept, we. 
‘selected’ all such as were’ connected with: 


‘the duties of the principal’ officers of the 
Dock and Rope Yards, and sent themste 
the commissioners, requiring them forth- 
with *to‘transmit them to those officers, 
swith directions to take the saine into their 
immediate consideration, each in his own 
department, and to-point out what part of 
those orders they considered to be incon- 
sistent with the present extended scale of 
the naval service, and what other instruc: 
tions they might deem requisite to render 
the execution of their respective duties 
more clear and intelligible to them; desi- 
ring also that the commissioners would in- 
4orm us whether they: themselves consider- 
ed those instructions to be sufficient for 
the good government of the different offi- 
cers, or if they did not, that they would 
suggest what might furtherappear to them 
to be still necessary for that purpose.— 
Returns ‘from the principal officers in the 
Dock Yards were sent to us by the com- 
missioners, with an assurance, that if any 
_, thing else should occur to themselves,; it 
should be communicated agreeably to our 
requisition; but no communication of that 
kind having been made tous, the Instruc- 
tions, after incorporating what appeared 
useful ‘in the suggestions from the ofhcers 
in the Dock Yards, were again sent to the 
navy board, desiring to have.their appro- 
bation, or a statement of such alterations 
es they would think it advisable to make ; 
and they have since returned them to us, 
proposing some alterations, a part of which 
we have adopted.—The Officers to whom 
Instructions are to be given in this Report, 
are, the Resident Commissioners in the 
Dock Yards, and all those who are called 
Principal Officers, being, 1.'The Master 
Attendant; 2. Master Shipwright; 3. Clerk 
of the Check; 4.Storekeeper; 5. Clerk of 
the Survey, and 6. Clerk of the Rope 
YVard. But there being some parts of duty 
in which all of themare intrusted, we have 
judged it necessary to prepare the follow- 
ang General Instructions respecting those 
parts, as well as Particular Instructions to 
each Officer, (Here follow the General 
‘Instructions: for the Officers of his majes- 
ty’s Dock Yards.} 
» “The Commissioners, appointed.in 1788, 
have observed,“ That the Commissioners of 
-the.Dock Yards have not any Instructions ;- 
‘that they ought to be sea officers of great 
experience, both in the civil and military 
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department of the navy, for which pu ra 
they propose, that they should: be chosen ff, 
upon-vacaneies from the sea commissidueys | P 
of the navy board, and that every mark of i 
attention should be shewn~them. thateaq tl 
give consequence to their situations: but 4 
that proper instructions should be. prepas. j 
red for them.” In these opinions we pen [| p 
fectly concur, .and recommend ‘that wha} 
they have. proposed should be established P 
as a Regulation never to be departed from ji 
in. supplying vacancies: in this very,ime ti 
portant office; and that no Resident Com. al 
missioner shall be appointed to any Dock of 
Yard-till he has acted at least one-yearat th 
the board of commissioners.—The Resident. 9 fy 
Commissioner of a Dock Yard, being ine st 
corporated in the same patent with the m 
commissiouers.of the navy board in Lone W 
don, constantly corresponds with, and acts th 
as representative of that board, in all.nayal th 
duties, enforcing the orders and regulations. | (; 

‘transmitted through him to the subordinate int 
officers belonging to the yard at whichhe § ha 
presides. —Excepting in cases of emergene ff thi 
cy, such as sudden demands made by the J ai 
commander in chief at the port for stores ly, 

or repairs to ships. requiring immediate’ fy 
assistance, orders and instructions cannot to 

properly originate with him, and his atten. Tos 
tion is generally confined to the execution at 
of those received from the navy board,and § 4 
the current services of the yard.—lItisoh § of 
vious that officers who, besides the know. &f for 
ledge acquired in the military department sult 
by long and active service, have, as come ast 
missioners of the navy board in London, the 

had the means of obtaining complete infor ff pose 
mation respecting all the methods of.office the 

in the civil govt. of the navy, must have § ( 
had the best preparation for the due exey § gd 
cution of the important duties attached to ‘dnd 

this situation. ‘here is a Resident Com latic 
missioner in every one of the yards except § it pr 
Deptford and Woolwich, these being under § the’ 
the immediate inspection and controulof fF ferey 
the navy board, and frequently visited by § mem 
one or more of its professional members ff suby 
The Commissioners of Naval Enquiry ap ff or ng 
pointed in 1803, in their Sixth Reporh § intra 
thus express themselves concerning this J tric 
officer: * ‘Though the resident commis § tion 

sioner has authority over all persons ¢m+ 9 Cin | 
ployed in the yard, he has no powerto § that, 
reward, promote, or even to.cause.a,mal § acy; 
to be entered into the service; and from | duty 
this circumstance, although the principals aot | 
he appears to have less influence over. thé thou. 
workmen than any other officer: this’ HP thee: 
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seems to us a defect ir. the-systemi, as we 
gonceive all principals should have it more 
orless in their power to distinguish and 
reward the ability, zeal, and industry, of 
those employed under them; and without 
such power, we apprehend authority will 
geldom be respected.”—But though the 
Resident Commissioner» has not had the 
powerdelegated to him of bestowing re- 
wards and promotions at his own pleasure, 

, being the correspondent and represen- 


tative of the board in. the yard, be ean at}- 


ali times report. to the’ board every proof 
of meritorious service, and recommend 
those Who -in -his opinion are. entitled to 
fayour; and“we have, in the following In- 
structions, made. this representation. of 
meritorions services a part of his duty,— 
With these means-of obtaining rewards to 
those entitled to them, we are persuaded 
there is not any danger that the Resident 
Commissioners will not possess the chief 
influence which they certainly ought to 
have in the Dock Yards; and we do not 
think that the power of bestowing them 


ean be placed more properly, or more safe- |: 


ly, than with the board.—The following 
fifictises are what we think it necessary 
to give to’ this officer: [Here follow the 
Instructions for the Resident Commissioners 
athis majesty’s Dock Yards.] Ay 5 
“The various duties of the six principal 
officers of the Dock Yards hefore-men- 
tioned will, we apprehend, be found to be 
sificiently, explained, and detailed with 
ag much minuteness as can be necessary in 
the following Instructions, which we pro. 
pose to be given to them, [Ilere follow 
the said Instructions. ] 

Our next Report will contain Orders 
tnd Directions for all the inferior Officers, 
ttid those will be follawed by such Regu- 
lations and Instructions as we shall deem 
itproper to propose for the. guidance of 
thecommissioners themselves in the dif- 
ferent boards, whose systems of manage- 
ment your majesty has been pleased to 
submit to our revision.—T'o prevent abuses 
orneglect, it is necessary that every person 
intrusted with at office, should ‘be made 
ttrictly responsible for the regular execu- 
tou of it. But before this necessary rule 


tan be rigidly enforced, justice requires, 
that'the officer should be made perfectly 
acquainted with all the particulars of his 
duty; and as it is admitted that this has 
fot hitherto been effectually done, we 

bght that, in the order, of proceeding in 

éxecution of what is entrusted to us, 
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these instructions: seemed undoubtedly t6 
call. for our first attention. (Signed) 
BaRwaM. (1.8%) 


Joun Forpycr. (vu. 8.) > 
Rocer Curtis. '(t.8,) 

W. Domert. (£. 8.) 7 
AMBROSE SERLE. (L. 8.) © 


Office of Nava! Revision, 
June 13th,'1805. 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE APPOLNTED™ 

TO DRAW OP. ARTICLES OF IMPEACH? 

MENT AGAINST HENRY LORD) VISCOUNT 

MELVILLE, PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE 

OF ComMMOXS 4th: MARCH, 1806..- 

The Committee appointed to.draw up arti- 
cles of Impeachment against Henry. Lord 
Visc. Melville; and who. were impower- 
ed to report such further matters as shalb 
have come to their knowledge in the 
course of the examinations taken before 

, them, with respect ‘o the. conduct of the 
said Lord Visc. Melville, during the time 
that he held the Office of Treasurer of 
his Majesty’s Navy ; have agreed to the 
following Report. ' 

: Your committee have already report- 
ed-to the house several articles of impeagh= 
ment against Henry lord viscount Melville; 
which they considered it their duty: to pre- 
pare, without delay, upon the circumstans 
ces and transactions disclosed in the’ re- 
ports referred: to them.~-They have since 
applied themselves to the further investiga- 
ition of the matters contained in those re- 
ports, and having obtained much new and 
material information which in, the judges 
ment of your committee will make it ne- 
cessary to prefer an additional article orad- 
ditional articles of impeachment against 
lord Melville, they think it their duty pre- 
viously to submit the-same to the consider= 
ation of the house,—The attention of your 
committee has been particularly directed to 
a sum of 10,000/+in which lord Melville 
stated himself to be indebted to.,the navy 
pay office, when Mr.Trotter was first’ape. 
poiuted paymaster in Jan. 1786. How,’ 
when, and for what purposes: this sum) of 
10,000/. originally came into the possession 
of lord Melville,. is left by the reports ree 
ferred to your committee wholly uncertaing 
It was manifest that.it mustyhave been res 
ceived by lord Melville, prior to the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Trotter ; and as the for- 
mer paymaster (the late Mr. Andrew Dous 
glas) executed that office during the whole 
of lord Melville’s first treasurership, and so 
much of the second as preceded Mr.-Trote 
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ter’s appéintment; your cominittee thought 
it exptdient to call for and inspect all such 
books, papers, and. accounts.of the late 
Mr. Douglas, relating to the: navy pay of- 
ficé, as could be produced to them. Ma- 
ny of these were found in tle possession 
of his widow, and the examination of them 
has, in the estimation of your committee, 
brought to light very itiportaht matter ; 
the truth ef whieh is confirmed by -informa- 
‘tion derived from other sources.—It is al- 
ready knowh to thé hdéuse that lord Mel- 
ville was first appointéd treasurer of the 
havy on tle 19th of Aug. 1782, and that 
by a warfatit dated the 23d of Oct. 1782, 
his salary was increased to the net sum of 
#,000/., ‘‘in full of all wages and fees; and 
“ other profits and emoluments theretofore 
« enjoyed by other treasurers of the navy.” 
s2[t iow appears that lord Melville on the 
20th of Aug. 1782, (the day after tie first 
entered upon his office) constituted Mr. 
Andrew Douglas his paymiaster ; and that 
‘on the sane day Mi, Douglas paid to the 
~ geeotint of Jord Melville at liis barikérs, 
Messrs. Drummonds, tlie sem of 1,000/. 
But as this tdvancé seéms to have been 


made to lord Melville frotn the private, 


funds of Mr, Douglas, it is Here noticed 
by your comifittee only to éxplain in part 
the subsequent tratisactions —Your com- 
mittee fitid, that until the 6th of Nov. 
2782, all the money issded ftom the exche- 
quet to the treasurer of the navy for naval 
services, Was regularly paid upon his ac- 
count ab treasurer of the navy to the bank 
of England, whost clerks appear to have 
atterided at the exchequer to rective it. 


@n the 6th of Nov. 1762, this course of 


proceeding seems to hate been, for the first 
tithe; departed from, there having been on 
that dey 45,0007. issued from the exchequer 
to the treasurer of the navy for naval servi- 
éés, of which sum orily 40,0007. was paid 
to hi$ acedunt-at the bank, the remaining 
$,000/, Being, by the treasuret’s order, de- 
posited by the paymaster in ab iron ehbest, 
then kept in the office cash room, and 
talled by him the treasuret’s iron chest. 
«On the £24 of the same month the 
#uin of 560,000/, was issued from the 
exchequer to the treasurer of thé navy; 
ef which only 47,000/. was paid to his 
.. etcotifit at the bank, the remaining 3,000/. 
being. placed as before in the iron 
elest.On the 19th of Dee. 1782, a 
. farther issue of 93,830/..6s, 10d. was made 
froin the exchequer to the treasurer of the 
wavy ; of which only 90,830/. 6s. 10d, was 





paid to. his actoubt at the bank, the ternains 
ing 8,000/, béing in like manner taken to 
the iron chest.—On the 2d of Jan. 1793, 
there was deposited in the iron: chest the 
further sum of 5,000/. which was that day 
received from the then Mr, Welbore Bh 
lis’s ex-treasurership, in repayment of ag 
advaneé to that.amount which had bees 
made ‘to that ex-treasuretship from lord 
Melville’s account at the bank, in compli: 
ance with @ minute of the navy board of the 
30th of Nov. 1782.The payments mada 
into this iron chest on or before the Qq of 
Jan. 1783, stand therefore as follows y vig, 
1782. Nov. 6. From the Excheq. - - £5,009 


99. Fromditto » +--+ « 3 
Dee.19. From ditto - - - - - pe) 


3,000 
1783. Jan. 2 From’ Mr. Biliv’s Treasurers 
ship -- - 4 - 3. 5,000 


Making in'the whole - £16,009 


Flow this sum of 16,000/. 80 issued 19 
the treasurér of thé navy for naval séryi- 
cés dnd by his Ordér placed in his iron chest 
instead of being lodged in the bank, wai, 
lit the: first instatice, disposed of, is fully 
explained by the accounts and papers of Mr, 
Douglas.—By thése it appéars, that on the 
Lith of Nov. 1782, five days after the first 


paytiidster, delivered to lord Melville, up 
on his receipt, 500/. and on thé following 
day 2,000/. moré. On the 22d of the same 
month 1,000/. more was in like manier dé 
livered by him to lord Melville, and on the 
25th the further sum of 3,000/.—On the 
19th of Dec. following the additional sums 
of 1,000/. and of 3,000/. were also deéli. 
veréd by the paymaster, to or for the use 
of lord Melville, upon his receipt; making, 
with thé former sums, 10,500/. ; respec 
ting the particulars of which, Mr. Douglas 
appears to have at this time made a states 
ment to, and come to a settlemeént upon, 
with lord Melvillé.—On the 4th of Jaa, 
1783, thére remained in the iron chest 
5,500/.; from which the sum of 3,000), 
was On that day takeii and paid to Mr. Jel- 
licde (then députy paymaster) towards his 
office payments, leaving in the Chest.a re 
sidue of only 2,500/.; the whole of which 
residue Was, on the 5th of April, 1783, 
delivered by Mr. Douglas to lord Melville, 
ipon hisreceipt.—OF the 16,000/. that. 
so deposited in the iron chest, it appears 
thereforé that only 3,000/, was afterwar 
paid out for naval services to Sub-account 
ants, the remaining 13,000/. having bees 
paid to lord Melville, upon his receipt a 
under; viz. 
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deposit fa the iron chest, Mr. Douglas the. 
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ns | §f88. Nov. 11. Prot the chest to Lord Mer 31. By Do. 2,000 
ays ville - cay aye 
to MO bor iaitiaruemi anisn 2,000 15,400 
3, i. = «oy dm =e te By Balance 7,600 
he %.Do, - - - = = = = 3;000 a 
ay Boo! 19)'Do. = - 4 + 2 4 2 1/000 23,000 - 23,000 
ee BBS 5)5.3 a= Do. Did OOS ie ie! oe 3,000 a aid 
ah | Me Aprile, Do - - - - - - - 2500) - From the Sst July; 1783, until aftet 
eh ' Making iti the whole £13;060 | lord Melville’s re-appointment to the office 
rd geiliee pi =: 41-1 it Jan. 1784, he remained indebted to the — 
lis a which sunt, of 13,000/, lord Melville account of his €Xtreasitirership at the bank 
us stood indebted to the public an the |: - 
he : é Spe 4 in the above sat of 7;6007. and no reduc- 
5th of April, 1783.—On the 10th of that tiv’ Of it tek tlaée Until the” Fath of 
ef ionth lord Melville resigned his situation| jyo, ©. *\ SOO% Place unit the ” 
of ~ 1 gees | March, 1784, when asom of 2,000/7. was 
of treasurer of the navy, without having 
ia, Cd ane wart Af thet ahs. ged Ines drdwn out froth his then sécond treasure 
008 discha 8 yP igh A AEA ship account at the bank, and placed to ‘his 
ving the balance of his treasurér’s account edit hive id the b6e! f his fi 
a at the bank deficient to the amount of the |" nape ipe peg ange sib pipes Bed 
iforesaid sum of 13,000/.—On the 14th of | *-tfeasurership. On the 24th of April, 
ed April, 1783, four days after his resignation, saan - ae bes rida athens a 4 
0) | this deficiency was further increased by a}. ¢ = ae tie eaaaionl 
‘ ns : é first 6f Murch 1785; another sum of 
ny @ait drawn on that day by Bir. Dougias, 1,5007. were in iké manner transferred at 
10 nthe then ex-treasurership account at}i.o ja ¢ - 
: a . rire the bank froiti the account of the second 
vie bank, for 10,0007. which though made}, : . 
est | payable to Mr. Jellicoe or bearer, was rot, oa sap aphove Spb diag amchmmng frog rsp 
aa, | as it appeers, deliveréd to Mr. Jellicoe, | “i¢, making Pe - of oe a wl 
illy | but was paid to lord Melville, upon his re- te = mermoneees 2 oth . “ i er 3 
ir. | ceipt; making the deficiency in his ex-trea- M fan a dana hy - . “ seal a 
the farbralip account at the bank, or, in other £6 000 Lj : He oulial bald eal oie 
ist | words, his debt to the publi¢, amount to| ° ab. ang hi ee that th : re 
the. f 9,000—And accordingly it is found, at} °° Neil “dallices Iain 
8 : amouht of the public ntoney withheld by 
up — theend of the same month, viz, 30th of oh : ; 
nf ga : lord Melville from thé bank, in this res 
ing | April, 1713, the office balance ; ne a > 
i gainst lord Metvillé was - - £e9j408 12 3] SPects still remained thé sanie ; viz. 7,6007. 
dé. tee tne bank balance in hi8 fa¥dur It appears, however, that in-the mean 
the ‘oly - - + - + + + = 66,408 12 3) titne, on the 20th of Aug. 1784; Mrs Dou- 
ihe : eae ’ glas, the paymaster, dréw from the account 
im Being deficient By = - - - + 23,000 0 0) CF theisecond treasutership at the bank the 
ali. |. ‘The whole of this 93:000/. appears to | Sua of 2,000/. for the use of Jord Melville; 
use | have remained due from lord Melville un-| 44 on the 25th of May, 1785, @ similar 
ing, | fil the 24th of June, 1783,,when the reduc: tratisd¢tion took place to the same amount ; 
te of it was begun by a payment of by which means lord Melville became on that 
gla tee made by Mr. A. Gray (a clerk in CR REREED Wy he SNE er reneee 
stes ‘navy pay office) to lord Melville’s ex-| ‘easutership at the barik as well in the sum 
on, treasurership account, at the bank.—— of 6,000/. before stated to have been trans- 
‘ey Between that tinte and the 3st’ of July, ferted from it to the a¢count of the first 
nest | 1783, Séveral’similar piymietits wére made | ‘e#surershiip, as in thesumof4,000/. drawn 
0 /Mr. Gray, and by a commercial house froth it for private use, making togetlier the 
fe then trading under the firm of Mure and |S@™ of 10,0001, +The whole 6f this sum 
his Atkinson, amdunting in’ the ‘whole. td of 10,0008 aiid alse the sum of 1,600/. dué 
1 || 154001. and reducibg, the debt of lord] ‘© thé account of the 'fitst treasurership, 
sich Melville from 93,0001, td 7,6001. The continuéd unpaid by lord Melville until 
88, dites and sumis of these payments. will be bo 6th of October 1785, ered tlie 10,0007. 
ill seen in the following account : eficiency was reduced to 9,0001. bya 
w Dr. - ‘Bord Melville a Orv payment of ?,0006#. (then diié to lord Mel- 
ears | 1783: fl PEBgE > £. | tlle for a quartér’s salary) being miade to 
irda April 4. To Bani’ Jurie24, By Gray 1,000 | the accoutit of thé séctind treasurership at 
ante | Go «Balance 23,600 | July 7. By Atkin- ithe batik. From that'time until after the 
ve Be 11. By Grayt 400] Cetth Of Mr. Douglas, in Dee. 1785, and 
t a 19: By: Atkin. | the appointment of Mr: Trotterto succeed 
son - 6,000} hit in Jan. 1786, the deficiency continued 
Vou. VI. Appendix.  & 











unaltered, and there was due from lord 
Melville to. the public 1,600/. in respect of 
his first, or ex.treasurership, and 9,000/. in 
respect of hissecond treasurership, making 
together the sum of 10,600/. Upon this 
statement it is evident that lord Melville 
had. in bis hands, when Mr. Trotter was 
appointed pay-master, 10,600/. of the pub- 
lic money, which had been withdrawn 
from the bank; and that the sum of 
10,000/. which lord Melville told Mr. 
Trotter was due from him to the account 
of the second treasurership, was not a debt 
arising from any specific sum taken from 
that or the former treasurership, but was, 
with the addition of 600/. the undischarged 
residue of 27,000/. taken by him at seve- 
ral times from the public money; 23,000/. 
of it being originally taken from the issues 
to the first treasurership, and the remain- 
ing 4,000/. being taken from those made 
to the second.—At what times, and under 
what circumstances, the sums composing 


this 27,000/.. originally came into the pos-|: 


session of lord Melville, your committee 
have thus been abie to ascertain. For what 
further purposes they were withdrawn, and 
what uses lord Melville afterwards made 
of them, they cannot in every particular at 
present fully state to the house. But a 
part is found to have been paid to lord Mel- 
ville’s private account at his bankers, 
Messrs. Drummonds, and 1,000/. to have 


been applied on the 19th of Dec. 1782, in| 


repayment of the sum before stated to haye 
been, advanced to his lordship by Mr. 
Douglas the day after his first appoiutment 
to the office. Other sums appear to have 
formed items of account between lord 
Melyille and Mr. Gray, who, as already 
observed, was a clerk in the navy pay-of- 
fice, and was, as your committee are in- 
formed, in the frequent habit. of makin 

pecuniary advances to lord Melville.—The 
application of the large sum. of 10,000/. 
which was withdrawn on the 14th of April, 
1783, by a, draft in favour of Mr. Jellicoe, 
your committee have been able to trace; 
arid it appears to have been used by lord 
Melville as..a loan to the house of Muir 
and Atkinson, with whom he kept an ac- 
gount, and who appear to bave been at 
‘that time in need of assistauce. ‘This ad- 
yance will be found to have been more than 


discharged before the end of three months, | 


by the repayments made by that house on 
the 7th-and 12th July, 1783, to lord Mel- 
yille’s ex-treasurership account at the bank, 
othe use made of some of the smaller 
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sums withdrawn, your committee have not 


yet discovered ; but being strongly impress. 
ed with the importance of the facts now 
laid before the house, and apprehensive 
that the articles of impeachment, which 
were prepared before they were in posses. 
sion of this information, are not so framed 
as to admit full evidence of all the circum. 
stances herein detailed, they have endea- 
voured to discharge their duty by stating 
them to the house as the ground of a fur- 
ther article to be added to those already 
preferred. 
APPENDIX. | 
No, 1.—Copy of an Account taken from ¢ 
Book belonging to the late Andrew Doug: 
las, Esq. Paymaster of the Navy during 
the first Treasurership of Lord Viscount 
Melville; and from the commencement 
" his second Treasurership to Mr. Douglas 
decease in Dec. 1785. 


The Right Hon, Henry Dundas, Lord Ad 
vocate, Treasurer of his Majesty’s Navy, 
His account with And, Douglas. 

1782. 
Aug. 10. To cash paid Messrs. R. 

and H. Drummond, and 

Co, per Receipt - £.1,000 0 0 
To Sol. Dyson’s disburse- 

ments on the patent and 


Sept. 23. 


entry at 5 offices, per acct. 193 "3:3 
Nov. 6. Fees, &c. on the King’s ' 

Warrant for treasurer's 

salary ta be. made up nett 

4,000.0 year ;- - -.- 10 11 0 

Entry of dittoat the 2 au- arn 

ditors of accounts and at 

the Navy Oflice, one gui- 

nea each - - - - - 5 50 
Sept. 10. Entry of letter of attor- 

ney at the Exch., the . 

Pells, and the Treasury 2 12°60 
Nov. 22. Two warrants for 2 does 

athalfa guineaeach - 110 

1142 12 9 

Dec. 19. Received per my rect. in 
i consequence of his lord-’ 

ship's rect. out of the of; 

fice iron chest - - - 1000 00 
Remains per acct. delivered - - 142129 





No. 2.—Copy of: another Account. from the 
same Book. OLE 
Rt. Hon. H. Dundas, Treasurer. of the 
Navy, his iron chest in the office cathe 
room. : be ; Sv 
Noy: @ Lodged in the iron chest 
, by the treasurer’s order, 
part-of this day’s receipt 
in the Excheq. for the use 
d of the navy ; 
‘Nor, 10, Delivered to 
the tr. per his 

. teceipt 


5000 0 9 


500 0 0 
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Nov. 12, Delivered to 1783. 
the tr. per his ‘| Jan. 2. Lodged in the iron chest, res 
receipt 2000 0 0 ceived from trshp. of Mr. 
teins §=6s D0 0 0 Ellis, for like sum trans- ; 
—_—_-—— ferred at Plymouth - - 5000 @ 0 
Remain 2500 0 0 
w= 22, Delivered to the treasurer 5500 0 0 
perhis receipt - - - 1000 0 O}/——+4, Delivered to Mr. Jellicoe 
towards his office pay- : 
1500 0 0 merits per his receipt - 3000 0 0 
«— 25. Lodged in the iron chest — 
by the treasurer’s order, Apr. 5. Delivered to the treasurer 
part of this day’s receipt this remainder as per re- 
for the use of the navy at ceipt - - - - - + 9500 0 0 
the Exch, - - - - = 3060 0 0 . 
———| —— §. Total as above delivered - , 
4500 0 0 to the treasurer - - - 13000 0 0 
«— 25. Delivered to the treasurer =— 14, Draft on the Bank to A. 
perhisreceipt - - - 3000 0 0 Jellicoe, Esq. and paid to 
_ the treasurer, per receipt 10000 0 0 
1500 0 0 —_—<——_ 
Déc. 19. Delivered to the treasurer Total borrowed froth office cash - 23000 0 @ 
per hisreceipt - - - - 1000 © ojJune 24. Paid backby 
(eee _. Mr. Grey. 1000 0 O 
500 0 OjJaly 7. Paid backby 
Lodged in the iron chest, Mr.Atkinsoh 5000 0 O i 
part of this day’s receipt —— 11. Paid backby 
at the Excheq. for the Mr. Grey 1400.0 0 
mavy - - + - = = 3000 0 0 12. Paid back by 
——— Mr.Atkinson 6000 0 0 
3500 0 0} ——31. Paidbackby 
Delivered to the treasurer Mr.Atkinson 2000 0 0 . 
perhisreceipt - - - 3000 0 0 15400 0 0 
— 90, The above state was this Remains 7600 0 0 
day delivered, signed, to ee 
the treasurer, the remain- 
ing balance agreed in - 500 0 6 
No. 3.—Copy of another Account from the same Book. 
Abstract State, &c. 
1783. 
Aptill4. Borrowed per acct. of thisdate - - .~ - - = 4 w« w= = = «= + + 93000 @8 O 
Of which, Repayments 
P made to the Bank; viz. 
1783. ‘ 
Jutie 24. By Mr.Grey 1000 0 @ 
July 7. By Mr. At- 
kinson - 5000 0 0 
—— 12. By Mr: Grey 1400 0 0 
- i By Mr. At- 
kinson + 6000 0 0 
—— 31; By Mr. At- 
kinson + 2000 0 0 
——— 15400 0 0 
1784. ' — 
June 30. Unpaid remainder - += 600 0 0 
te 
Balance per office cash Look this day agreed Unpaid remainder as above - - 7600 0 QO 
1304. In Bank, per bank book this day 
June 30. Ist treasurership - +» - 3108 12 3] Agreed Ist treasurership - - - 812 3 
Md treasurership + + + 26343 7 Sj. Qdtreasurership 2 + - 21843 7 5 
29451 19 8 £. 29451 19 8 
-_—-_oooo oo —_— 

















Nos. 4,5, and 6. Statements of the ‘Monthly Baldrces remaining in the Hands of Lord 
Melville as Treasurer of the Navy, and accounting for the Deficiencies.in the Cash at the 
Bank, and were found amongst Mr. Douglas's Papers. —— ; | 
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No. 4 —State of the Balances in the Bank, in the second Treasurership of the Right Hog, 


Henry Dundas, uae 30, 1784. 


Paymaster’s branch - 
Cashiér’s do. ~ 
Victualling do. . 


Cash in Bank - 






- 21843 7 5 


4281 0 0 
13414 0 9 
8648 6 8 
26343 7 5 


— = 


Transferred at sundry times to Ist 


wahp > 


Treasurership of: the 
Dundas, March 31, 1805. 


Paymaster’s branch - - - - £. 5972 16 4 
Cashier’s do. - - - = + = 2919219 % 
Victualiling do. - - - - ~ - 1535210 9 


Se eenetianeeelioenensantinaemameee 


43518 6 


Exd. p’ F. Cooke. + - + - 





In Bank - - 

Sandry transfers from 
this to the Ist trshp. 
vide account of 30 
June, 1784 - - 

Transfer from this to 
Ist trshp.on Istinst. 1500 0 0 


4500 0 @ 


——-——_—s-—«6000 «~0-—~0 
2000 0 


Draft on the Bank of 20 Aug. last - 


£.43518 6 8 


Dr. 

1780. Apr. To Balce. of Col. Dundas’s 
acct. - - - - 

1781. May 31. To ca: ch paid | his dft. 
dated 22d inst.- - - 

Aug. 20. Bo do. pd, his dft. to Mr, 
Spottiswood - - - = - 
Dec. 3. To do. pd. do. to Jas. New- 

biggingi= r a.6 i 2 * 
1782. Jan. 28. Todo. pd. do. to de. 
June 15. To do. pd. Mr. Bell - 

dated 1ithinst. - - - 
July 30. To do, pd. Ph, Dundas’ abill 
to G. Urquhart - - - 
Aug. 5. To do, pd. hig dft. to W. Bel 

12. Todo. pd. him - - - 

21. To do. pd. Ph. Dundas’s aft, 

.3h. Todo. pd..do. bill to J. and 

D. Webster - - - 
tek 4 To do. pa hia onder. to W. 

26. To do. pa. do, dt. twBelhand 

Rannie - - - 

28. To do, pa. da. billte W- Bell 
Oct. 15. Fo do. pd. do. dit, te, Siz W- 

Forbes and Co.- - - - + = 

19, To do. pd. do. to W. Bell - 
Noy. 29. To..int. on Col. Dundas’s 

-aect, to 11th Sept. last - - - 


To cash for balance pd, him - 


1783. Jan. 97. To do. 
Apr. 30. To do. pd. 
dft. dated 19th inst. 


» him - -.- 


Lord Advocate of Scotland, 


apt. Dundas 







No. 5.—State of the Bank Accoynt in the 
Right Hon. Henry 


$5518 6 8 


£.634 18 


300 0 


S00 


o 


300 
500 


1200 
113.1 
100 
100 

' 30 
182 


200 


co ef oo coon fo ©&O 


- 4500 0 0 


8 


0 


£. 26343 7 5 





Dundas, May 31, 1785. 


No. 6,—Stute of the Bank Account in the 
Treasurership of the Right Hon, Hem 








Paymaster’s branch - - - - £.19832 16 4 
Cashier’s © do - - - - = - 54773 1911 
Victualling do. - - - - = = 15352 109 

Exd. p’ F. Cooke. - - - = &. 87959 1 0 





L£.17I959 1 O In Bank 
6000 0 0 Sundry transfers from this ta 
old accuunt ; vide accountd 
31 March 1784*. 
2000 0 0 Draft on the Bank of 20 Ay, 
1784. 
2000 0 0 Draft on the Bank of 25 May, 
1785. 
£87959 7 O 





0 
0 
Q 
0 
0 
0 
9 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Q 
4 
t 
6 
0 


* This date is evidently a mistake ; it shouldl: 


1785, as appears by the preceding account, No.5, 
No. 7.-———The following Account is extracted from the Books of Mure and Atkinson, 


in Accot. Currt. with Mure and Co. 
1782. Sept. 10. By cash recd. from 
R. Atkinson - - - - - 
Nov. 16. By do. recd. from R. A.’s 
dft. on Smith and Co. - - 


19. By do. recd. from A, Gray 
May 16. By do. recd. from Col. Dun- 
das - - +--+ 25+ see 
June 12. By bills reed. from him on 
Coutts and Co. viz. 
Due 20 July - - - 
50 —-- = 


9 Aug.- - =< 


2000 0 0 
2840 0 0 








2000 0 0 


Cr 


- 3900 00 


- 2002 11 3 
1783. Apr. 17. By do. recd. from him 10000 @ 0 


936 0 0 
600 06 


6840 0 6 
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May 21. To do. pd. him the sum 
*"tecd. 19 April -  - arte 
June 30. Tw do. pd. do. dft. dated 5th 
' inst. mf aad ad 9 ad ° _ = - 
july 2. To do. pd. the Bank on bis 
acct.- = = = - 5000 


936 
400 


11. To do. pd. do. - - = = 6000 
31. To do. pd. do. - =. - = 2000 
Dec. 31. To do. pd. dft. to Mr. Bell 300 
1784. July 12. Todo. pd. him - - 2000 

1785. Feb. 15. To bills payable for 
H. Dundas’s bill - 
To balance - - 


600 
140 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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THE FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMISSION- 
ERS OF MILITARY ENQUIRY, APPOINT- 
ED BY AN ACT OF THE 45TH YEAR OF 
THE REIGN OF HIS PRESENT MAJESTY, 
CAP. 47; INTITULED, 

“ An Act to appoint Commissioners to en- 
“quire and examine into the Public 
“Expenditure, and the Conduct of 
# Public Business, in the Military De- 
* partments therein mentioned; and to 
report such Observations as shall oc- 
“cur to them for correcting or prevent- 
“ing any Abuses and Irregularities, and 
“for the better conducting and mana- 
“ ging the Business of the said Depart- 
“ ments.” 

To IN 


ORDERED TO BE PRINTED 21ST MARCH, 
1806. 
— 
THE OFFICE OF THE BARRACK-MASTER- 
GENERAL: ARREARS OF BARRACK OF- 
FICE ACCOUNTS, 


THE act from which we derive our ap- 
eros received the royal assent on the 
ith of June last ; but circumstances, which 
it is needless to state, prevented our pro- 
ceeding on the duties imposed on us, be- 
fore the beginning of the following month. 
—Our first object of deliberation was, to 
fix on the department with which to com- 
ence our labours; for although the legis- 
lature had been ’sufliciently explicit in enu- 
erating the subjects of our enquiries, it 
had not directed the course and order of 
them, A variety of considerations deter- 
mined us to begin with enquiring into the 
conduct of the Barrack department. It 
‘was known, that its expenditure nad been 
very great, and that its operations had 
been various and exceedingly extensive; 
yet that no scrutiny had been made into 
tsconduct, except by the select committee 
ace. 





of the house of commons appointed, in 
1797, to examine into the public expendi- 
ture; who, in their 20th Report, stated the 
result of their enquiries into this departe 
ment; but the recentness of the institution 
did not permit that hon. committe¢ to form 
an opinion on the propriety and expedien- 
cy of the regulations under which it was 
then conducted, orof recommending others 
for its future conduct; in this respect, 
therefore, it differed much from the other 
departments enumerated in the act. it 
was known, too, that lieut..gen. De Lan- 
cey, by whom the institution had been ori 
ginally formed, and by whom it had been 
for above ten years conducted, and wha 
could consequently best give the explana 
tions which might be required relating to 
it, had. been lately obliged, by the ill state 
of his health, to resign the office of Bar- 
rack-master-general; it was also under- 
stood, that the accounts of the Barrack- 
office were greatly in arrear. These were 
among the reasons which determined us in 
a selection of the Barrack department as 
the first subject of our investigation.--We 
entered on this enquiry with an anxious 
wish to justify the expectations which might 
have been formed from our appointment; 
and having divided the subject into the fol- 
lowing heads; viz. the Establishment of 
the Barrack Office; the Supplies and 
Stores; the Buildings; and, lastly, the 
Accounts;—we. have sedulously applied 
ourselves to obtain the requisite informa- 
tion on each of them. Jt would have 
been matter of satisfaction to us, could we 
have made such a progress in each of these 
branches, as would have enabled ys to 
form a correct judgment on the whole that 
relates to them, and to have comprized it 
in one report: but as we proceeded, we 
felt that this could: not be accomplished. 
We are fully empowered, indeed, by the 
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statute, to obtain all the information we 
may think fit to require, and every docu- 
ment which we have hitherto wanted from 
the Barrack and other offices, has been 
readily furnished; nor have we found any 
unwillingness in any person whom we have 
examined, to answer every question which 
we have thought proper to propose; but 
we were so little conversant with some 
parts of the subject, (particularly with that 
which relates to Buildings, in which it ap- 
peared that nearly half of the great sums 
issued to the late Barrack-master-general 
had been expended,) aud we sustained so 
considerable a check to our proceedings, in 
the sudden death of our active and valu- 
able colleague colonel Beckwith, that, al- 
though we have collected a great quautity 
of information, we confess we have not yet 
obtained such a comprehensive view of the 
whole subject as would justify us in giving 
adecided opinion on the conduct which 
has been observed, or on the regulations 
which may be wanted in every branch of 
the Barrack department.—Having, how- 
ever, made such progress in our investiga- 
tion into what relates to the Accounts of 
the late Barrack-master-general, as to see 
the great embarrassment in which they are 
involved, and the pressing necessity of 
some prompt and effectual steps being adopt- 
ed to accelerate their final settlement, we 
have thought it our duty, without inter- 
rupting our enquiries into the other branches 
of the department, to select, The Accounts 
of the late Barrack-master-general ; and, 
The Impediments which have arisen in au- 
diting them, as a subject which appears to 
us of sufficient moment to deserve an im- 
mediate and distinct report; more especi- 
ally as our attention is particularly directed 
by the act to any delay which may have 
arisen in auditing the public accounts, and 
as those of the Barrack department are 
connected with transactions which call (in 
our opinion) for immediate notice. We might 
add, that these accounts embrace a period of 
’ 12 years, from 1792 to 1804, andthe particu- 
lars of an expenditure to the amount of up- 
wards of 9,000,000/.; that 10 years have 
been occupied in official discussions re- 
specting the form and place of examina- 
tion; and that the arrangements, which 
have been ultimately made, appear to us 
to be insufficient to accomplish their set- 
tlement in any moderate space of time. 
To detail all the circumstances connected 
with these accounts, will not perhaps be 
required of us; provided we state those’ 
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which are most prominent, and. até suffi 
cient for a correct comprehension of the 
subject. With this view we propose, }, 
To epitomize the History of the Establish 
ment of the Barrack department: 2, Tg 
state the mode of receiving and issuing mo. 
ney for Barrack services, and the balances 
in the hands of the treasurer and others; 
which will lead to some observations on tha 
state of the Rooks of Account in the Bar. 
rack-office: 3. To enter into some detail 
respecting the immediate causes of the de. 
lay which has arisen in auditing the late 
Barrack-master-general’s accounts; and, 
lastly, To suggest such measures as appear 
to us best calculated to afford a speedy re. 
medy. 
HISTORY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
BARRACK DEPARTMENT, 
Before the present Barrack department 
was established, Barracks were built under 
the direction of the Board of Ordnance, by 
whom also they were supplied with bedding 
and utensils; but the articles which were 
termed Extraordinary, were under the mas 
nagement of the Secretary at War. This 
system prevailed until the middle of 1792, 
when the situation of public affairs induced 
his majesty’s ministers to give orders to 
build, with the utmost dispatch, Cavalry 
Barracks in various parts of the kingdom; 
and col. De Lancey, then dep. adj.-gen, to 
his majesty’s forces, was requested to uns 
dertake the arrangement of this business, 
Col. De Lancey accordingly proceeded to 
the towns pointed out, where he purchased 
or hired land, and settled the business s¢ 
as to be executed under the care and die 
rection of the officers commanding regi# 
ments quartered in those towns, who were 
to correspond with the secretary at wat 
(sir George Yonge, bart.) on the subject, © 
and to draw for whatever money might be 
necessary for the buildings; and having 
done this, col. De Lancey considered that 
he was no longer responsible for, nor con 
nected with the business, and returned to 
his duty as dep. adj.-gen.—This measure 
of govt. was no sooner public, than applir 
cations were made from different towns for 
Barracks, and as these papers were refers 
red to col. De Lancey, he made out a gené 
ral arrangement of Barracks, according to 
the customary distribution of troops in thé 
country, in order that govt. might judge 
when applications were received for Bats 
racks, how far it was or was not expedient 
to comply therewith. This plan was laid 
before ministers by the secretary at war 
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(sir George Yonge); and col, De Lancey 
received orders to carry the whole thereof 
jnto immediate execution. This happened 
in the early part of 1793; and from that 
period, orders were given from time to 
"time for the erection of Barracks, both per- 
manent and temporary, in various quarters 
of the kingdom.—Col. De Lancey, seeing 
that the building of Barracks was going on 
toa great extent, and that there were no 
existing regulations to govern and controul 
the system, required and obtained an au- 
thority for his proceedings, in a letter of 
service, dated Jan. 1, 1793, by which he 
was appointed Superintendant-general of 
Barracks; and on the Ist of May, 1793, a 
warrant was issued for their regulation,— 
. This was the commencement of any regu- 
lar arrangement respecting the vew Bar- 
racks; but a more particular insight into 
the nature of the business convinced col. 
De Lancey, that further Regulations were 
absolutely necessary; and on the 30th of 
May, 1794, a warrant was issued by his 
majesty, countersigned by the secretary at 
war, in which was given more extensive au- 
thority tocol. De Lancey, who was now 
appointed to the office of Barrack-master- 
general to the forces, with the pay of 2. a 
day on the establishment, and 2/, extra-al- 
lowance. These powers were soon found to 
militate against privileges which had been 
granted to the Board of Ordnance, and much 
difficulty being thereby occasioned, it was, 
after some considerable deliberation, de- 
termined that a line should be drawn be- 
tween the two departments; inconsequence 
of which, a new warrant was issued by his 
qnajesty, and countersigned by one of the 
principal secretaries of state on the 24th of 
March, 1795, defining the powers of the 
Barrack-master-general, and those of the 
Board of Ordnance; under which warrant, 
lieut.-gen. De Lancey appears to have 
acted in all the subsequent transactions 
which he has been called upon, as Barrack- 
master-general, to direct or superintend. 
MODE OF RECEIVING AND ISSUING MO- 
at NEY. 

From the time that col. De Lancey was 
appointed superitendant-general of Bar- 
racks, in the year 1793, issues, of money 
for Barrack services ceased to be made to 
regimental agents, and were made to him 
a superintendant of Barracks. The mode 
observed in making these issues, was this: 
The secretary at war directed the paymas- 
ter-general to pay tocol. De Lancey, or to 
the Barrack agent or treasurer, on his ac- 





count, such sums as appeared necessary for 
the current service; which sums so ad- 
vanced by the paymaster-general, were di- 
rected by the secretary at war to be de- 
ducted fom the warrants that would be 
afterwards issued by the War-office for the 
specific expenditure, when ascertained, 
Afterwards, in 1794, regular estimates of 
the sums wanted for services previously 
authorized, were given in at stated periods 
by the Barrack-master-geferal to the se- 
cretary at war, who, having included them 
in his official estimates of the extraordina- 
ries of the army annually laid before parlia- 
ment, directed such portion to be issued 
by the paymaster-general from time to 
time, as miajor-gen. De Lancey applied 
for by official requisition; the secretary at 
war’s letters for these advances always ex- 
pressing that the sums so advanced were 
to be ** deducted out of the Warrants 
which shall be granted for this service.” 
This clause does not, as we understand, 
discharge the Barrack-master-general of 
any responsibility until the warrants allu- 
ded to are granted; and the operation of 
these, when granted, depends upon their 
tenour. But the introduction of this clause 
is not unusual, (although the precedent is 
not of long standing,) and whenever used, 
may be construed to imply that a warrant 
is meant to be granted at a future period, 
to cover the whole of the sums issued un- 
der the authority of these letters of the 
secretary at war, which in the present in- 
stance would have been in conformity to 
the 23d sect. of his maj.’s warrant for the 
regulation of Barracks, dated 24th March, 
1795; in which it is expressly provided, 
that “ The Barrack-master-general shall, 
from time to time, receive imprests of mo- 
ney for the current services of each year, 
upon estimates signed by him, and deli- 
vered into the office of our secretary at 
war; and at the end of each year, he shall 
make up and deliver into the said office, a 
general Account of Barrack Expenditures 
for the preceding twelve months; the half- 
yearly accounts of the several Barrack- 
masters, and the accounts of other per- 
sons to whom moneys shall have been paid 
within the period on behalf of the Barrack 
department, (for the Proprigty» justness, 
and accuracy of which, as also for their 
strict conformity to our regulations, he 
shall be held responsible,) together with 
their acquittances, shall be the vouchers 
upon which the said general accounts-shall 
be passed, and warrants shall be made out 
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accordingly for our royal sigh manual.— 
The money thus placéd in the hands of thé 
Barrack treasurer, has béen drawn out 
either by thé drafts of the Barrack-mastér- 
général, or more generally by bills (ac- 
cepted according to the course of the of- 
fice) drawn by various persons for services 
performed. The drafts of the late Bar- 
rack-master-general do not appear to have 
Beeb subject to.any controul, ahd the first 
Knowledge which the accountant had of 
them, was from the treasurér’s book, Of 
the acceptances, a register was kept in the 
Barrack office, by which the treasurer's 
book, sent weekly to the Barrack office, was 
regularly checked.—On the resignation of 
lieut.-gen. De Lancey, in Nov. 1804, many 
hew regulations were introduced into the 
Barrack department by the lords of the 
treasury, of which we shall take notice 
hereafter; and, amongst others, the office 
of Treasurer was suppressed; since which 
thange, the cash has been kept at the bank 
of Englatid, At the ebod of suppres- 
sion (in Feb. 1805) the treasurer had in his 
hands 16,8141. 19s. 7d. of which sum, 
12,0007, was paid into the bank by him on 
Sist Dec. 1804, in pursuance of the order 
Of the secretary at war; 2,398/, 2s. 6d. part 
df the balance of 4,814/, 19s. 7d. was paid 
mito the bank on the 11th of Feb. 1806; 
and the treasurer informs us, that he wil) 
vay in the remaining sum of 2,416/. 17s. td, 
as soon as the advance of 1,465/. 3s. 9d. 
nade by him for the Artificers’ company 
xt Gibraltar, shall have been repaid him.— 
During the time Mr. Greenwood acted as 
aigent or treasurer to the Barrack-office, the 
balances itt his hunds on the account of the 
fate Barrack*master-general appear to have 
beén very cousiderable, varying from 10 or 
%6 to 50 and 60 thousand pounds, and in 
-gonie instafices, in 1803, to have amounted 
to 100,0007.; the accounts have fluctuated 
however very rapidly, and, occasionally the 
fulds have been wholly exhausted, and the 
treasurer in. advance.—It is easy to ascer- 
fain the amount of the balances at any 
stated periods, but it would be a work of 
corsiderable labour to determine whether 
they have exceeded a just and prudent 
picmasiee for the payments to be made 

vithin any lithited period... We entered on 
ihis investigation, and pursued it to a céF- 
tain’ extent; but we have not deemed it 
expedient to. carry it through, as, whatever 
might. be the résult, it could produce no 
practical benefit. The Barrack-master- 
general, though he furnished the informa- 
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regulated between thé lords of the tré 
and the agent; and moreover, it is stg 
td us by Mr. Greenwood, that né ad 
tage, to his knowlédgé, was made by 
Barrack-miastér-general of thesé bala 
whilé he actéd as tréasurer.—It dccury 
us, however, that, if the sums requisite 
the, service of thé dépaftment had 
issued monthly, the balances must éf{ 
céssity have been considérablé. Esti 
ting the expenditure, previous to 1803, | 
an average df 800,000/. per annuth, th 
monthly proportion would be upwards 
65,000/.; this sum paid to thé agent at 
commencement, dnd exhausted at thé é 
of the morith, would leave an average 6 
lance of 34,5000. ) 
ture exceeded 150,000/, per nionth, whi 
on the sainé data, would leave an ay 
balance of 75,000/.; atid in thé eatly 
of each nionth, a much ‘larger sum Wi 
appear in harid on, the face of the a 
It doés tiot seem that the money was pif 
vided exactly in this mode ; the issues’ @ 
pear to have been nidre frequent, atid 
vate as they became so, the aver 
dlauces of course were less.—Whilét 
amining into the balances of money it th 
hands of the trédsurer, wé, for the’ putpot 
of ascértdining what balances might 
due froin’ other persons in the Barrack d 
partment, called for the ledgers of thet 
fice; but from thése, no information Oh 
this héad could be obtaitied, Thé pay 
ments made, appeared to be reégil 
chatged to the accounts to Which they 
spectively bélongéd:: but, singdlar ds itt 
seem, thésé are not addéd up, nor 
amounts brought forward frot’ priot” 
Subsequent ledgers; neither are there! 
éntries on the credit-side of thé accdtt 
with the exception of those accounts whit 
(he dedth or femodval of a party has madd 
it requisite t6 close; the ledgers therefor 
were totally uséless for the purpose | 
Which we féqiiréd them; they are 
registers of payménts, offering no result 
ahd could not, in cdsé the vouchers shoul 
be lost, of by accident destroyed, allo 
any light to justify of exonerate thé 
riety of pérsons Who have beer con 
with the Barrack department: but itm 
not hence bé inferred, that payments ba 
béén tiad® withdit teferénté to the 


vice performed; it. appears, on the com 


trary, that café Was in général been 
in this réspéct. “The accourits of the Ba 
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tion, dn which, funds were provided, did 
not interfere with the issués, whicl We 
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In 1803, the expend) 
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diy) 
- pockemasters have been periodically re- 
-geived, and, after a Certain degree of exa- 
mination, the balances havé been paid; 
hot the accountant of the Barrack-office 
thinks that all these accounts, subsequent 
to June 24, 1794, not already finally 
‘examined, must undergo a final examina- 
tion before they can form a part of lieut.- 
_geneDe'Lancey’s accounts. Builders have 
jecewwed payments in proportion only as 
_-theis work advanced. But the accountant 
himself can assign no sufficient reason for 
thepresent imperfect state of the ledgers; 
and the fact is, that we cannot hence learn 


whether any, aud what, balances are due. 


tothe public, from any persons connected 
with the Barrack department, We are in- 
duced, however, to think, from the infor- 
mation we have acquired from various 
sources, of the eourse of business in 
the Barrack office, that (exclusive of the 
freasurer) the Barrack-master-general and 
the agent eraployed in the purchase 
of Stores and Supplies, are the only per- 
sons to whom money has been advanced in 
such mode as to rendér it probable that it 
may have exceeded the service performed. 
Thevissues to this agent, and the state of 
hiscash account, have engaged our atten- 
tion, and will be noticed in a future-report, 
He ceased to be employed in Sept. 1804, 
and the balance is now’ in his favour ; yet 
(likeothers) he has received no credits in 
_ the office ledgers for articles furnished, and 
stands charged in them with nearly a mil- 
lien, being the amount of the payments 
made to him in the course of 10 vears. 
There are no accounts in the Barrack-of- 
fice to’ justify the payments ‘to the late 
Barrack-master-general, and his account in 
the office-ledgers is therefore an exception 
toa preceding remark, that payments have 
hobin general been made without reference 
to sepvices performed. ‘There are, it is 
true, certain entries made to the credit of 
the late Barrack-master-general, under cir- 
eunistunces which the accountant has fully 
explained; but as the documents delivered 
in by the late Barrack-master-general, if 
such they could-be called, have been with- 
drawn by him, the entries must be con- 
sidered as of no effect; they afforded us 
atleast no information. But, that we 
might ‘ascertain the balance, if any, which 
was due from the late Barrack-master- 
— to the public, we required from 
“him an account of the appropriation of the 
sum-of 135,128/. 46. 10d. which he admits 
to ‘have drawn on his own account, from 
Vol, VI. Appendix. 
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the period of his appointment in 1793, to 
that of his resignation in Nov. 1804. In 
answer to the precept of the board, lieut.- 
gen. De Lancey furnished us with certain 
statements and accounts, from which there 
results a balance due to the public of 
6,865/. 4s., being so much which lieut.-gen. 
De Lancey has drawn from the treasurer 
beyond the amount which he states to be 
due to him; but, on reference to the items 
of these accounts, it appears to us that e 
much larger sum is due to the public. 
Lieut.-gen. De Lancey takes credit in every’ 
year for allowances and emoluments under 
three heads :—1. his pay as Barrack-master- 
general, and general officer on the staff; 
2, bis travelling expences; 3. his contin- 
gencies for additional charge and responsi- 
bility upon unsettled accounts, at one per 
cent. on the expenditure of the Barrack 
department in each year. The two first heads 
have been made subjects of enquiry, and 
the observations which may arise on them 
will be hereafter noticed; the third is the 
transaction to which we have before allu- 
ded; and it is of so important and singu- 
lar a nature, that we have been greatly in= 
fluenced by the considerations which arise 
on it, to make this partial report. The 
lieut.-gen. informs us, that he takes credit 
for this sum on account. of contingent 
charges, such as, “ upon the making up 
and settling his accounts, he shall bring 
against the public ;”—and in an explanato- 
ry paper on this subject, he adds, “ that, 
feeling most acutely the critical situation in 
which he has bees placed, not only with 
respect to the losses to which he must 
be subjected from the mode to be applied 
to the settlement of his accounts, but 
likewise from the delay which has taken 
place, and which has deprived hjm of the 
means of recovering disallowances from 
the subordinate accountants; he there- 
fore, in order to indemnify himself from 
losses which may arise upon the’ settle- 
ment of: his accounts, found himself 
under the necessity of availing himself 
of the authority granted to him of ma- 
king contingent charges, and stating a 
sum in his contingent account for addi- 
tional charge and responsibility to which 
in justice he ought not to have been sub- 
jected.” Admitting that losses are likely 
to accrue, and for the cause assigned, it 
yet does not occur to us that lieut.-gen, 
De Lancey can indemnify himself against 
such losses or disallowances, by appropria- 
ting to himself so considerable a ‘sum of 
i 
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the public’money ; since this appropriation 
must, in passing his accounts, be disallowed 
equally with any other charges for. which 
no voucher nor authority is produced, 
It is observable that licut.-gen. De Lancey 
intredu¢ed a similar charge of 1d. 1s. per 
cent. on the Barrack expenditure. iuto his 
early accounts, submitted to examination 
at the War-office in 1795: which, charge, 
from the year 1794, he justifies on the 
ground that the “ War-oilice had charged 
him with large sums which he had never 
received ;” and for the period previous to 
1794, on the ground, tbat he considered 
his ® increased responsibility to take place 
“€ from the commencement of his account,” 
But the fact of the introduction of this 
charge at a time when no delay had oc- 
curred; its being afterwards withdrawn 
from the accounts which were passed at 
the War-offiee, (withdrawn, as he states, 
by himself, that ** no delay might have 
taken place in the settlement of his ac- 
counts, by any questions arising”); and 
his total silence on this subject in any 
communications made by him to the select 
committee of finance in 1797, tend to inva- 
lidate the reasons adduced in its justifica- 
tion ; and lieut.-gen. De Lancey not shew- 
ing any authority for this charge, amount- 
ing to 88,923/., we are of opinion, that 
this sum should be added to his acknow- 
ledged balance of 68652. 4s. before men- 
tioned, and the total amount repafd with- 
out delay to the. account of the present 


Barrack-master-general at the bank, of 


England.—It further appears to.us, that 
there is an error in lieut.-gen. De Lancey’s 
personal account, the corrgction of which 
will add tothis balance. Lieut.-gen. De 
kancey takes credit for 1570/. 18.,. the 
amount of a warrant granted him by the 
War-office for his pay and allowances for 
the year 1793; these charges are already 
included in the two first items of his ac- 
count, and amount to 1,626/. 16s.; which 
credit must therefore be cancelled, and 
added tothe balance; making the total sum 
due by lieut.-gen, De Lancey to:the public, 
97,4151, The appropriation of so large a 
sunt to an unauthorised use, and especially 
ef so great a proportion of it in the last 10 
months of lieut.-gen. De Lancey’s holding 
the office of Barrack-master-general, | af- 
forded strong grounds fo presume. that 
the statements given in. by the Bar- 
rack-office, on which the lords of | the 
\reasury proceeded in the issues of money 
tor Barfack services, were not the correct 


Barack-office, 
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documents we should ‘have expected 

to be; and our. enquiries’ have justified 
this presumption. ..he current. séryiggs 
were provided for-by monthly statements 
and the extra or unforeseen services by 
subsequent requisitions or estimates! byt 


the existing balances in the: hatids of the 


treasurer were no where noticed, nor way 
auy allowance or deduction made for sum 
received for rent of canteens, and sale of 
dung, and re-payments. tv a considetably 
amount. It is obvious, therefore, shew 
funds have been found to answer the drafiy 
of lieut.-gen.. De Lancey on his ‘personal 
account; and by reference to Mr. Greens 
wood’s examination, it will be seen in what 
manner a part of the sums drawn by him 
in the years 1803 and 1804, has been aps 
propriated. ‘The allusion of lieut.-gen, 
De Laucey to delay in passing his ag 
counts, will now be more fully explained, 
Wherever the blame may attach, the fact 
is certain, the evil is great, and it is pros 
portionably important to provide a speedy 
remedy. 
CAUSES OF DELAY. " 

In conformity to the 23d clause: of his 
maj.’s warrants for regulation of Barracks 
above recited, which directed the Barrack 
master-general to deliver into the office of 
the secretary at war annually a general at 
count of Barrack expenditure for the pres 
ceding 12 months, col. De Lancey (then 
become a major-gen¢ral) delivered in 1795, 
into the office of his maj.’s secretary at 
war, the accounts of his department for 
1792, 1793, and to 24th June.1794, The 
accounts of 1792, it will be recollected, re 
late toa period when lieut.-gen, De Laney 
does not consider himself as responsible; 
the payments were then made by officets 
commanding regiments at the quartey 
near which the Barracks were erecting, who 
drew for the same on their respective rege 
mental agents, to whom moneys weréads 
vanced by the paymaster-general, in comses 
quence of particular directions fram the 
secretary at war; and the introduction of 
these payments, viz. 48,6617, 7s. Gd. into 
the accounts of col, De Lancey,’ was, by 
orders from the secretary at war, dated 
Sept. 17, 1794, without any previous com 
munication with col. De Lancey on ‘the 
subject; and the vouchers for these expem 
ditures were, at the same time directed by 
the same authority to be lodged in the 
These accounts of the late” 
Barrack-master-general underwent a cul 
sory examination at the Wareaffice by Mu 
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fe fayler, at that time” examiner of army ac- 
stified qounts. © Major-gen. De Lancey bad in- 
TVICG BH troduced therein a charge of 1/. Is. pet 
ments, cent. On’ the general expenditure of the 
08 by department ; but, for the reason which he 
35 but “pledges in his examination, he afterwards 
of the withdrew these accounts, and again de- 
T Was BH. jieered ‘them with this charge expunged. 
sum § he War-office, as he says, separated his 
ile of contingent accounts from those of general 
erable service ; and his accounts for pay and con- 
» how tingencies to Dec. 24, 1793, were examined 
drat and passed there, and covered bya war- 
sonal Brant, the amount of which, viz. 1,570/. 1s. 
reels B jieat-gen. De Lancey received Sept. 11, 
‘what # js01; and those for. the following year 
y him § were°also passed by the secretary at war, 
hap: Bas appears by his letter of Nov. 5, 1801, 
“gem, B wherein lieut.-gen. De Lancey is autho- 
$a: B rized to charge the amount, being 3,515/. 
ned, 9s, gd. against the moneys issued to him 
e fact Boy account of the Barrack department; but 
pf B theexamination of the accounts for the ge- 
deedy BH heral service of the Barrack department ap- 
rs to have been suspended, on the 
: ground that these accounts, when settled 
f his B at the War-office, were to be subject to the 
tacks @ further examination of the commissioners 
rack BH for auditing the public accounts. We were 
ceof B anxious'to have this matter elucidated by 
lac BH Nir. Tayler himself; but on enquiry, we 
‘pre @ were informed, that the state of his health 
(thet BF would not permit his being examined by the}! 
795; board; and as his successor can throw no 
'Y % @ light on this subject, all we-can ascertain 
ior Bis what appears in the examination of|| 
The & fieut.-gen, De Lancey ; who therein states, 
re & that the examiner of army accounts, when 
heey @ pressed to close the Barrack-oftice ac- 
ble; counts then before him, declined proceed- 
eens’ Hf itig therein, saying, “ he would not settle 
ety @ any accounts where his operations were 
who not final ;” and here commence the delay 
rege BH and en:barrassments in the auditing of the} t 
ade lute Barrack . master=general’s accounts, 
nas BH which have prevailed. with- little alteration 
the B from that period (1795) to the present mo- 
1 of B ment. Although no progress was made in|t 
ind @ the examination of the Barrack accounts, 
ly § the pablic departments which. had_be- 
ated BH come officially connected with its concerns, 
om HB proceeded regularly in their duties; in 
the consequence’ of which, the paymaster- 
em B general, finding no warrant issued by the 
secretary at war to cover the payments 
@H made tocol. De Lanéey for Barrack ser-|1 
ate Vices, as promised in the letters or orders 
ure directing those payments, returned, in his 
Mt certificates from Dec. 25, 1792, to Dec. 24; 
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clearly. defined. 
April 5, 1790; and on the 7th of April, the 
then secretary at war (Mr. Windham) sub- 
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1704, col. De Lancey as a public accoun- 
tant for 223,472/. 18s. to the auditors of 
public accounts, who thereupon called on 
col. De’ Lancey Dec. 23, 1795, to give 
into their office his accounts, attested in 
the usual form. Colonel (uow major-gen.). 
De Lancey, in reply to the auditors, in- 
closed, Feb. 17, 1796; a copy of his ma- 
jesty’s warrant for the regulation of Bar- 
racks, dated March 24, 1795, pointing out 
to théir attention the 23d clause. of the 
warrant, by which: the Barrack-master- 
general was directed to deliver into the 
office of the secretary at war his accounts 
for settlement in that office. ‘To this com- 
munication the auditors paid no further | 
regard than to repeat on the 25th Feb. 
1796, their former demand, alledging that, 
large sums having been imprested to him, 
it became their duty to call on him for an 


account, which they expected would be de- 
livered with all convenient dispatch. Upon 
the receipt of the second letter from the 
auditors, major-gen. De Lancey addresséd 
himself to the secretary at war communi. 
cating the preceding correspondence, and 
requesting instructions how he should act ; 
stating that his accounts for a considerable 
part of the sum mentioned, were already 
in the war-office, in order to be examined, 
conformably to his maj.’s warrant: but if 
the regulations under whieh till then he 


vad acted, were to be set aside, he intreated 


that he might be furnished with such in- 
structions, from the office that was to settle 


his accounts, as would enable-him to pro- 


cure such documents as might be required ; 
hoping that the footing on which he was to 
be placed as Barrack-master-general, both 
with respect to incurring expence, and to 
the passing of the accounts of subordinate 
accountants, and the degree of responsi- 
bility he should be subject to with regard 


o their expenditures, might be fully and 
This letter was dated 


nitted it, with its enclosures, to the lords 


commissioners- of his majesty’s treasury. 
In June, the anditors having received a 
special report on major-gen, De Lancey’s 
case from one of their inspectors, dated 
May 31, 1796, informed major-gen. De 
Lancey, onthe 23d of June, 1796, that, 
upon a full consideration of thé nature of 


1is office, and of the mode in which money 


had been imprested to him, and of the man- 
ner of accounting for Barrack expenditures, 
as stated in the 23d section of his majesty’s 









elxvii] 


warrant for regulating the Affairs of Bar- 
racks, they excused him, for the present, 
under those instructions, from delivering 
his accounts into their office; but recom- 
mended his losing no time in delivering 
them into the War-oftice for examination 
in the manner stated in the warrant, and 
in obtaining warrants thereon, without 
which, they acquaint him, he must remain 
an insuper accountant, The requisition 
of the auditors being withdrawn, major- 
gen. De Lancey, on the 7th of July, 1796. 
acquainted the secretary at war there- 
with, informing him that his accounts, to 
June1794, were already in the War-office; 
that those to Dec. 1794, were ready for deli- 
very; and that those for the year 1795, were 
in such forwardness, that they would be deli- 
vered inashort time; pressing the secretary 
at way to take the necessary steps to have the 
accounts settled with as little delay as pos- 
sible, and thereby relieve him from this 
reat additional weight of responsibility. 
he secretary at war not having received 
(as it appears) any answer from the treasury 
to his letter of April 7, 1796, wrote again to 
their lordships on the 29th of August, 1796; 
but a0 notice seems to have been taken of 
these communications until March 1, 1797; 
when, the lords commissioners of his maj.’s 
treasury, on a full deliberation on the subject 
(as appears by their lorcships’ minute of that 
date) decided that the auditors did right 
in calling on major-gen. De Lancey to de- 
liver his accounts into their office; and 
directed them to call on him. accordingly; 
which the auditors obeyed in their letter 
of March 17, 1797, requiring major-gen. 
De Lancey to give in his accounts to their 
office before the 11th of April following. 
To comply with these directions, major- 
gen. De Lancey withdrew his accounts 
from the War-office, where they had re- 
mained nearly two years ; and having made 
up his accounts as superintendant of Bar- 
racks for one year, from Dec. 25, 1792, to 
Dec. 24, 1793, delivered this account 
into the auditor’s office on the 18th of 
May, i797. No time appears to have 
been. lost in commencing the examination 
of this account; and on the 9th of August 
following, the observations and queries 
arising thereon were sent by the auditors 
to major-gen. De Lancey for explanation. 
The major-general, thinking a conference 
with the auditors respecting these queries 
- would save much trouble to the auditors, 
as well as to all persons concerned with 
his accounts, solicited and obtained an in- 
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terview with the board-on this subject oq 
Oct. 25, 1797; on which occasion he 
not only gave a personal explunation of 
the matters to which the queries rela 

but requested to lay before the board gp 
history of ‘the nature of the Barrack-de. 
partment from its first formation, ‘cop, 
ceiving it would tend to expedite the sey 
tlement of his accounts, This. detail wa 
forwarded to the auditors on Jan. 5, 1798; 
and in November fol:owing, the major-gen, 
sent a supplementary account, explaining 
the mode by which the Barrack accounts 
were examined and settled at the Barrack, 
office, and describing the duties of the 
various officers, particularly with respect 
to their checking and controlling the ex, 
penditure. In’ May 1799, the auditor, 
having in the preceding April. received 
another report from one of their inspec. 
tors, on the answers of major-gen, De 
Lancey to the observations and queries on 
his accounts, requested to see miajor-gen, 
De Lancey again on this subject. The 
difficulties which had hitherto impeded 
the examination of the Barrack accounts, 
appear chiefly to have arisen from doubts 
respecting the powers of the Barrack 
master-general; and from the accounts 
before the auditors containing payments, 
for which (according to the usual practice 
of their office) the persons receiving the 
same would be declared insupers. But, 
understanding from the explanation givey 
by major-gen. De Lancey at the last inter 
view, May 3, 1799, when he stated the 
mode observed in his office, ‘of examining 
and checking the general expenditures of 
his department, that his accounts for the 
subsequent years would consist of conaplete 
vouchers for services and expenditures exe 
mined and liquidated, the auditors, on tle 
8th of May, 1799, consented that major-gen, 
De Lancey should withdraw his aecoiials 
from Dec, 25, 1792, to Dec, 24, 1793: but 
they at the same time desired the major 
gen, to prepare another account, including 
the one returned, and continuing it for 
many subsequent years as he could make 
itup. In December 1800, major-gen. De 
Lancey delivered into the auditor's office 
his accounts made up in the new form, for 
the years 1793, 1794, and to 24th Deg 
1795. It may not be improper here i 
observe, that the effect produced on thes 
accounts by the adoption of the mode of 
making them up, prescribed by the audi 


ltors, was to render major-gen. De Lanegy 
an apparent debtor for 983,331, 178 Tan 
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when; as he states, there was nothing 
more in the hands of the agent than what 
was necessary for the .current service. 
This balance was occasioned by the rejec- 
tion of all sums paid on account of ser- 
yices not wholly performed. These ac- 
‘counts were submitted to the Inspectors of 
the auditor’s office, who, on Jan. 20, 1802, 
made their report thereon to the board ; 
the purport of which was, that the queries 
which had arisen on the accounts when 
first delivered, were done away by subse- 
quent proceedings, excepting two, relating 
to the commission charged by the person 
employed by the Barrack-master-general 
to purchase Barrack supplies, and the ne- 
cessity of the Barrack-master-general de- 
livering, with his accounts, a Store account. 
On these subjects, the auditors wrote to 
lieut.-gen. De Lancey on the 22d Jan. 
1802. The first point appears to have 
been soon settled; but in regard to the 
Store account, the auditors, after some 
ineflectual correspondence on the subject, 
came to a resolution, Feb. 17, 1802, That, 
inorder to enable the Burrack-master- 
general to pass his accounts at their office, 
it must be supported by a general account 
_of the cash and stores received and issued 
y the several Barrack-masters, accom- 
panied by the necessary vouchers, for which 
the Barrack-master-general was considered 
as accountable to their office. This de- 
mand of the auditors produced another 
conference, on the 5th of March, 1802, 
between the Board and the: late Barrack- 
master-general, on the nature of the ac- 
counts expected from him, and on the 
degree of responsibility supposed to be at- 

ched to his office; when the board re- 
quested the lieut.-gen. to state the substance 
of his explanations on these subjects in 
writing, In May (as it appears) the Bar- 
ack-master genera]’s accounts had: been 
examined in the Auditor’s office, as far as 
they could be in the undecided state of the 
questions respecting his responsibility and 
powers ; but the lieut.-gen. not having yet 
complied with the late requisition of the 
board, the auditors on the 24th of May 
feminded him of their wishes to receive 
his statement in writing, which, owing to 
official business, in consequence: of the 
peuce, the lieut.-gen. was prevented giving 
before July: on the 17th of that month, 
lieut.-gen. De Lancey repeated in writing 
the substance of what he had verbally 
Stated at the last interview on the subject 
of his responsibility, and what he con- 
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ceived to be the duty of the Barrack-master- 
general, inclosing four statements, shewing 
the manner in which the very extensive du» 
ties of his department were executed. This 
last conference, and the lieut+gen.’s letter 
of 17th July, 1802, were not without their 
eflects, though some ‘time elapsed before 
they were acted upon. ‘In October 1803, 
the auditors adopted the following resglu- 
tion, which, on the 26th of the same 
month, they communicated’ officially to 
the lords commissioners of his maj,’s 
treasury, viz. ‘* That the examination of 
lieut.-gen. De Lancey’s accounts as Bar- 
rack-master-general having been commen« 
ced in their office, in pursuance of their 
lerdships’ minute of Ist March, 1707, and 
proceeded on at different intervals, the 
board had found the accounts and vouch- -- 
ers to be of such a nature as to be incapable 
of receiving a satisfactory investigation, 


‘consistently with those strict rules and 


regulations which governed the proceedings 
of the auditor’s office: but were of -opinis - 
on, that the War-oflice alone was compe+ 
tent to undertake an early and effectual . 
investigatioa of the same, by reference.ta 
muster rolis, &c. in the custedy of the 
secretary’at war, and which it was impose 
sible to suppose he could conveniently 
part with for examination at the auditors 
office, as they are daily wanted at his own 
for objects equally important:” at the - 
same time the board gave it as their opi- 
nion, “ that it was the intention of governs 
ment, in framing the warrant for the. re- 
gulation of Barracks in 1795, that the 
accounts of the Barrack-master-general 
should be annually made up, and delivered 
into the office of the secretary at war for 
his examination, as prescribed by the 23¢ 
section thereof; that this mode of pro- 
ceeding was analogous to that. observed 
with respect to the accounts of the treasu- 
rer of the navy, whose accounts are exami~ 
ned by the commissioners of the navy ;- 
but should their lordships be of opinion 
that the Barrack accounts must be mi- 
nutely examined, as well as passed in the 
auditor’s office, the board submitted that 
they were of such magnitude, and so com- 
plicated, that notwithstanding the late in- 
crease of the establishment of the auditor’s 
office, a speedy examination of them was 
impracticable :” concluding with deeming 
it to be their duty to desire their lordships 
to.reconsider their minute of Ist March, 
1797, and to signify their pleasure thereon 





previously to any further proceedings being 
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-had on these accounts in the auditor’s|the lieutegen? sent his*accounts t6 the 
office. » Dec. 22, 1803; the treasury replied | War-oflice, he deenied'it proper to apprig 
‘to the preceding ‘letter of “the auditors, | the seeretaty ut war of the last decision Of 
‘stating, that on consideration ofthe sub-| the auditors; and with this vieW ‘eomny 
ject; they thought! themselves bound ‘by | nicated, with @ Tetter of Murch’ 19, 1809, 
the ‘act of 25: Geo. III, c.' 52. to direct, | copies of the Correspondence betweén him 
that the Barrack-master-general’s accounts | self und the auditors from. July 17, 1809; 
be examined by the/auditor's board. “On| to March 9, 1804. April, the secroury 
receipt ofthis letter, ‘the auditors, Jan. 4, /at war forwarded the lietit,-geu.’s let ert 
1804, acquainted lieut.-gen. De Lancey of | March (19, with its enclosures, to! the 
their having, ‘on covsideration of his letter | lords cotumissioners of his maj.’s treasurys 
of 17th July, 1802, fully stated his case to} who, on the 39th of April, referred the 
the lords commissioners of his maj.’s trea- | whole to the auditors for their consideration 
sury, but that their lordships had:directed | and'report. ‘Ihe subject being thus agaiy 
thenr to proceed inthe examination of his | brought before the auditors, the board, ‘oa 
accounts 3 which accordingly they had or-|the 27th of April, 1804, made a sjecial 
dered to. be:prosecuted with all convenient | report thereon to tlie treasury to the follows 
dispatch. | lay consequence of this deter-} ing purport :—The auditors first called theit 
mination, lient.«gen. De Lancey, on 6th} lordships’ attention to their report of Oct, 
Jan. 1804; requested that the auditors | 26,1805; but observing that, on receiving 
would send back) all the accounts, state- | their lordships’ decisive order of Dec. 29, 
ments;iand returns, which had been for-| 1803, the board had proceeded in their 
warded.with» his-letter of July 17, 1802, | examination of the Barrack-accounts; that 
for: its ‘elucidation. : Feb. 27, 1804, the} they had persed’ his’ maj.’s warrant of 
auditors, having again deliberated on the | March 24, 1795+ and presuming, on a full 
whole matter’ respecting ‘lieut.-gen. De|consideration of the subject, that their 
Lancey’s uccoun's, and on all which had |lordships could not intend to supersedé 
passed concerning them, informed lieut.-|the express directions contained inthe’ 
gen:: De -Lancey, tirst, that the/accounts | warrant under bis maj.’s royal sign manual, » 
and: returns which he requested in his let-|the board had therefore requested ‘heute 
ter of 6th Jan. should be returned to him;| gen. De Lancey to withdraw his accounts 
and secondly; that his accounts were under | from their office, in order to their being 
examination. ‘They further informed lieut.-| submitted to such previous examination by 
gens De Lancey/ that they should feel it| the secretary at war, as was prescribed hy 
their duty to require that the accounts of} the above warrant; yielding the most per 
the Barrack-master-general, subsequent to | fect obedience to their lordships’ directions 
March 24,°1795, (the date of bis maj.’s| with regard to the ultimate audit of the 
last warrant,) or so soon after that dateus | Barrack-master-general’s accounts in their 
the warrant could be applied to the Bar- | office; that the board still retained their 
rack expenditure, should be examined and | opinion recited in their report of Oct. 26, 
approved by the secretary at war,’ as| 1803, of the expediency of the previous 
prescribed by the 23d section of the said | examination in the War-office, which would” 
warrant. The auditors having at length] both facilitate and render more efficacious: 
decided that the accounts of the Barrack-| the ultimate examination; recommending 
master-general, for the period after March | to their Jordships to signify their pleasure, 
24, 1795, were to be examined at the| that the Barrack accounts should be exa 
War-office, lieut.-gen. De Lancey, March| mined under the directions of the secretary 
6, 1804, enquired. of the auditors whether | at war, previously to their being delivered 
it was expected that he should proceed in| for final examination into their office. The 
making up his accounts from. Dec. 25,| treasury, on receiving ‘this representation, 
- 1795, (to which period they had been sent} were pleased to approve of the arranges 
to the auditor’s oflice,) and: deliver them} ments proposed by the auditors; and on 
into the War-office. To this letter the} the 9th of May, 1804, communicated them 
auditors replied, March 9, 1804; saying, that | officially to the secretary at war, who ape 
the lieut.-gem. was to give his.accounts from | plied, May 11, 1804, to the auditors for an 
March 25, 1795, into the War-oflice, there | explanation of the nature of the previous 
to undergo ap examination, as prescribed| examination which was recommended by 
by the warrant, previously to. their being | the auditors, and enquiring to what objects 
delivered into the auditor's affice, Before: their subsequent -and final ipvestigation, 
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| gould bedirected July.27, 1804, the audi- 
ors, itt answers acquainted thie secnetary at 
‘gan (Me. Walliam Duadas), that albarticles 
ia the, Burrack+master-general’s accounts, 
‘telating to Troops to Barracks or Hospitals, 
and to the receipt. and expenditure of every 
kind ef stores, should be completely exa- 
mined by the War; office ; and: that all.arti- 
cles relating to the receipt and expenditure 
of cash should be examined by the audi- 
tors: but if any articles occurred which 
did’ not fall under one or other. of these 
divisions, (and they were not.at that timé 
aware of there being any,) the board relied 
‘on the secretary. at war's giving directions 
for their.being-examined in the War-office, 
Aug. 1, 1804, the secretary at war forward- 
eda copy of this letter to lieut.-gen. De 
Lancey; directing the lieut.-gen. at >the 
same time to withdraw his accounts :(sub- 
sequent to March 24, 1795;) from the au- 
ditor’s office, -and deliver them into the 
War-oftice for the purpose of being exami- 
ned in the manner pointed out by the au-, 
ditors: but lieut.-gen, De Lancey was no 
sooner acquainted with this arrangement 
of a two-fold examination, than he object- 
ed most’ strongly to the measure. In a 
Jetter of Aug. 19, 1804, he represented to 
the secretary at war that the mode pro- 
posed was not only incompatible with the 
stipulations made with him under a strong 
aid formal compact, but also impractica- 
ble; requesting, that as his majesty’s war- 
rant was’ ultimately resorted to, after seven 
years of delay, the whole of his accounts 
might be examined, in conformity with the 
instractious of the warrant under the di- 
" rection,of the secretary at war, who was 
best acquainted with the necessity and dif- 
ficulties of the measures he had to execute. 
This. remonstrance does not appear to have 
produced any change in the determinations 
of the’ public offices; and three months 
afterwards, Nov. 9, 1804, lieut.-gen. De 
Lancey resigned the situation of Barrack- 
master-general, in which he was succeeded 
by lieut.-gen. Hewett. Lieut.-gen. De Lan- 
cey on this event received ofticial directions 
to niake up his accounts to the day of his 
resignation; and the assistance that was to 
be taken from the Barrack-office for this: 
object, now became a subject of discussion 
between lieut.-gen, De Lancey, his succes- 
sor, and the public offices. In the mean 
time, lieut.-gen. De Lancey withdrew his 
accounts from the auditor's office, and, in 
Feb. 1805, delivered them (as directed) 
into. the War-office, even those prior as well 
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as those subsequentito March 24, 1795. So 
that the whole of his accounts. which had 
betrso long lodged with the auditors:were 
withdrawn, and delivered into the War- 
office.: "Upon. the Barrack-accounts being 
again. deposited with the! secretary at war, 
it became a matter of discussion; by what 
means a prompt examination of them might 
be most effectually procured. It was ap- 
prehended that: the» pressure of the :cur- 
rent business. in the War-office would not 
allow it to undertake such an important in- 
crease of business without additional. aid; 
but before any augmentation of the. esta- 
blishmeut was determined upon, the secres 
tary at war deemed it adviseable to enquire 
what progress. had been made in the pre- 
paration of lieut,-gen. De Lancey’s accounts 
for the years subsequent to 1795, and when 
it might be expected that the: same would 
be delivered in for examination. This ap- 
plication was made to lieut.-gen. De Lan- 
cey, April 6, 1805; but the lieut,-gen, ap- 
prehending that the then secretary at war 
(Mr, William Dundas) was unacquainted 
with the circumstances relating to his.ac- 
counts, which we have so fully detailed, 
communicated a statement of them to him 
in a letter dated April 14,\ 1805; at'the 
cenclusion of this letter the lieut.-gen. ob- 
served, that the making up of the accounts 
subsequent to 1795, must depend on the in- 
formation he gained from the settlement of 
those accounts then before the War-office; 
and also onthe assistance the treasury might 
be pleased to afford him from the Barrack- 
office for this purpose; the extent of which 
the lievt.-gen. fully described in his letterto 
the secretary at war. The.discussion con- 
cerning this assistance which lieut.-gen. De 
Lancey was to receive from the Barrack 
office being still continued, the secretary 
at war thought proper to suspend the mear 
sures which he had in contemplation re- 
specting the examination of the Barracke 
office accounts. .At length, after a core 
respondence (scarcely less voluminous than 
that already abstracted) on the subject of 
the-assistance to be afforded to lieut.~gen. 
De Lancey in making up his’ accounts, it 
was determined by the lords commissioners 
of the treasury in July 1805, that the ace» 
countant of the Barrack-office (who had 
been in this situation from the commence- 
ment of the establishment, and who.cone 
tinued to act in'the same capacity under 
the new Barrack-master-general) should, 
with three clerks, be employed in the bu- 
siness, It has been proposed, hawever, by 
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the present Barrack-master-general, and a» 
greed to by the lords of the treasury, that 
anterior to Mr. Stanbank’s engaging in thts 
-employment, he shall make up a portion 
of the Barrack-office accounts, from. Nov. 
10, 1804, (the day on which liecut.-gen. 
Hewett entered on his office) to June 24, 
4805. . From the information thus col- 
dected, it appears that the late Barrack- 
master + general’s accounts to. Dec, 24, 
3795, are now in the War-office ; where, 
considering the examination they have 
already undergone in the auditor's office, 
it may be presumed that they might be 
soon: brought to a settlement; but it is 
stated that the examination is not now pro- 
ceeding, because, until lieut.-gen. De Lan- 
cey can fix a time for delivering in his ac- 
counts of the succeeding years, the secre- 
tary at war cannot determine whether to 
aygment his present establistiment, or to 
form @ separate department for the express 
purpose of examining the Barrack accounts, 
We learn further, that when the examina- 
tion of any part of the accounts for the 
years succeeding the 24th of December, 
1793, shall have been concluded in the 
War-oflice, and the accounts so examined 
shall have been remitted to the aucitor’s 
office for their subsequent examination, it 
will be indispensibly necessary to formanew 
department in that office also, consisting of 
from 4 to 6 persons, for the same express 
purpose; but the time when this shall hap- 
pen, must certainly be very distant; for, 
the accountant, Mr. Stanbank, tells us, 
Gn which he is confirmed by lieut.-gen. 
Hewett,) that the accounts of the present 
Barrack-master-general to June 24, 1805, 
cannot be completed before the spring of 
the present year,” until which event, he is 
not to be permitted to undertake the ar- 
rangement of those of the Barrack-mas- 
ter-general; and he apprehends that it will 
require perhaps three if not four years for 
himself,.and two or three efficient clerks, 
to arrange and put them into form fit for 
official examination. 
MEASURES PROPOSED FOR A SPEEDY SET- 
TLEMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS. 
Such is the history of the accounts of the 





* On the 17th March, 1806, the commission- 
ers received a letier from lient.-gen. Hewett, in- 
forming the board, that Mr. Stanbank had fivally 
examined the’ several Barrack-masters’ accounts 
under his inspection, and bad removed to the of- 
fice provided for the purpose of settling’ the ac- 


counts of lieut.-gen. De Lancey, in which duty he’ 


was to be exclusively employed from that date.— 
See Appendix, No: 69. oe 
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late Barrack-master-genoral, and of the ign 
pediments which. have prevented the au, 
diting of them. It might be thought 
waste of time to make those observations 
of these singular proccedings which sg 
obviously present themselves, or to enquire 
further into the causes which have involved 
these accounts in their present embarrasg, 
ment; and as measures are already adopts 
ed by the treasury to obviate a recurreney 
of such delay in future, we conceive it tg 
be our duty, instead of attaching blame, 
to suggest what occurs to us as the beg 
mode of remedying the present inconveni, 
encies. ‘The speedy settlement of ag 
counts so circumstanced, has been-the sub. 
ject of our anxious consideration; the dit 
ficulty we have felt has been to suggest an 
mode of promoting their final audit, with 
out relinquishing a due examination of 
them; but before we suggest any thing, it 
is fit that we should consider the sufficie 

of the mode now determined on for pax 
sing lieut.-gen. De Lancey’s accounts, vig, 
by a reference to the War-office for the em 
amination of the articles which relate to 
the receipt and expenditure of stores and 
supplies, and to the auditors of public ae 
counts, of those articles which relate to the 
receipt and expenditure of cash. If there 
were no other objection to this mode of di- 
viding the examination than the confusion 
and delay which will arise from it, this 
alone in the present case would be suff 
cient; for the magnitude of the expendi 
ture, and the possibility of great disallow. 
ances (even in the late Barrack-master-ge 
neral’s own apprehension) combine with 
the infirm state of his health to make 4 
speedy investigation of these accounts ex+ 


tremely desirable, as well for his own te 


lief as for the security of the public; be- 
sides, we are not aware of any change of 
circumstances which render the forms of 
the auditor’s office more applicable to these 
accounts now than heretofore; nor are we 
satisfied that the War-office possesses any. 
peculiar competency to examine the items 
relating to the receipt arid-issues of stores 
and supplies; this at least is the opinion of 
the examiner of army accounts, although 
the auditor’s office seems to think other 
wise; and we may add, that in auditing 
these accounts it appears the investigation 
of authorities, and the propriety of the 


discretion exercised by the late Barrack 


master-general, will form a principal fee 
ture in the enquiry (as it has already done 
before the auditors); and-that therefore 
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persons not invested with powers specially 

jlicable to this case, will be constantly 
checked in their progress, and will be often 
compelled (greatly to the delay of their 
roeeedings) to resort to higher authority 
for diréctions.—It is no trivial objection to 
the mode proposed by the auditors, of pus- 

g these accounts, that the very nume- 
fous vouchers attendant upon them must 
bé retoved, first to the War-office, and 
then to the office of the auditors; and that 
thé accountant of the Barrack-office, who 
is to be employed at that office to arrange 
these accounts, is considered by the lateBur- 
fack-master-general as the only person 
competent to affurd the explanation which 
will be required for their elucidation. 
Lievt-gen. De Lancey is, as has been al- 
feady stated, dissatisfied with this divided 
examination deterinined on by the lords of 
his maj.’s treasury; andon the whole, we 
Gannot consider it as an adequate remedy 
for the evils produced by ten years of in- 
decision atid delay. Under these circum- 
stances we have no hesitation in recom- 
mending a reference of lieut.-gen. De 
Laneey’s accounts to some persons speci- 
ally appointed to investigate them, with 
powers adequate to that object. What we, 
have to suggest, nevertheless, must be 
considered as applicable only to the parti- 
colar accounts under consideration, (viz. 
the accounts from Dec.. 24, 1792, to Nov. 
10, 1804,) which, from the circumstances 
‘we have already detailed, have become so 
®uch in arrear, as to make it almost a mat- 
ter of necessity to deviate from the usual 
forms of passing them, however well adapt- 
éd such forms may be to the passing of the 
current accounts of the Barrack-office.— 
It will be seen, from what we have already 
stated, that the ledgers and accounts of the 
Barrack-office are not yet in a state to be 
examined by any board, to whose final in- 
spection they may be referred. The ac- 
counts of the several Barrack-masters, and 
the other sub-accounts, are the documents 
from which the ledgers must be made up ; 
asmall part only of these has as yet un- 
dergone a final examination by the ac- 
countant, and this examination is stated by 
him to be requisite, before the items of 
which they are composed can be inserted in 
lieut.-gen. De Lancey’s accounts, and’ the 
tub-accounts brought forward as his vouch- 
ets. “When this work shall have been! 
Completed, and lieut.-gen. De Luncey’s 
accounts shall have been made‘ up ahd de-| 
livered’ ini, “these sub-dceoutits; a9 “th 
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vouchers on which his dischatges are found 
éd, must iu course be re-examined by those 
to whom the final audit shal? be coffimit- 
ted; if this be not done (to a certain ex- 
tent at least), the audit is ina great mea- 
sure useless; if it be done, the same work 
is gone through twice, and the last and 
most Important examination Cannot com- 
mence until the previous one is completed, 
for which a period of three or four years 
has been stated) (as we have already ob- 
served) to be necessary. We consider it 
therefore of great importance, that avy 
plan we suggest to facilitate the speedy 
passing of these accounts, should obviate 
this difficulty, by combining in one the two 
great operations of previous examination 
and fina] audit. Viewing it in this light, 
we for some time had it in contemplation 
to have recommended a special commis- 
sion for this purpose to be appointed urider 
the authority of the legislature, and to-be 
invested with either defined or discretion- 
ary powers for deciding on the authorities 
for the expenditure; and we still think 
such a measure should be resorted to, if no 
other means can be foutid sufficiently effi- 
cacious, in a case which certainly requires 
a deviation from accustomed forms. But 
it has since occurred to us, that sufficient 
powers already exist in the lords commis- 
Sioners of his maj.’s treasury to accomplish 
this object, without having recourse to the 
extraordinary interference of the legisla- 
ture, This indeed will impose on the lords 
comunissioners of the treasury a necessity 
of re-cousidering the resolution adopted 
May 9, 1804, and of framing some other 
directions in lieu thereof.—‘We propose 
then, That the establishment already as- 
signed by the lords of the treasury, tor the 
purpose of completing lieut.-gen. De Lan-+ 
cey’s accounts, shall be placed under the 
direction aud controul of two persons, to 
be appointed by the secretary at war, with 
the concurrence of the lords of the treasu- 
ry, forthe purpose of auditing these ac- 
counts.——That these persons shall immedi- 
ately proceed with that establishment to the 
examination of the sub-accounts, and the 
formation of the general account of the 
late Barrack-master-general.—To effect 
this, we conceive they wil] find it expedi- 
€nt to ugceitain, 1. that the agent (or treu- 
surer) has Charged ‘/hitiself with all sums 
issued for the Barrack services by the puy- 
Master Of the forces; 2. that every pay- 

whieh hie hes. digcburged Auimselt, 
‘placed to the debit of some other 
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account in the ledgers of the office.--To 
ascertain the application of these sunis, the 
persons, to be appointed: to, audit the late 
Barrack-master-general’s.. accounts, ; will 
call for the successive accounts and vouch- 
ers of the parties to whom they are, char- 
ged; these they willexamine with the ac- 
countant, and having certified,,at the foot 
thereof the sum for which they admit the 
same, will enter the amount, with the name, 
date, and a sufficient description, in a re- 
gister, to be kept for that purpose, from 
whence it may. be posted by the, clerks into 
the ledgers, When all the youchers shall 
have been gone through, the total amount 
of such sums allowed,added together in the 
register, and compared with the total of 
sums received, will shew the balance: (if 
any) unaccounted for by the late Barrack- 
master-general; and the ledgers will, point 
out on which accounts the deficiencies have 
arisen. .We are of opinion that this exa- 
mination should be made with reference to 
his waj.’s instructions. for the regulation of 
Barracks,. and that wherever accounts are 
found vouched or certified agreeably to 
these instructions, they should be admit- 
ted; that wherever the late Barrack-mas- 
ter-general shall have departed from or 
gone beyond the letter of his, instructions, 
the persons appointed to examine the ac- 
counts shall have power finally to deter- 
mine on the propriety of such departure; 
and to obviate any delays which might 
arise from a difference of opmion between 
two persons, or from those which might be 


occasioned by an objection on the part of 


lieut-gen. De Lancey to submit to their 
decision, we should recommend that, in 
either case, the secretary at war should be 
referred to, and that his determination 
should be final. And we should further 
propose, that the persons appointed to au- 
dit.these accounts be required from time to 
time (at intervals, not. exceeding three 
months) to report to the secretary at war 
the total amount of sums allowed by them 
in lieut.-gen. De Lancey’s accounts, to. the 


intent that he may procurea warrant under 
manual for such sum, con- 
e regulations contained in the} for the purpose of passing the late Bartath 


tbe royal si gn 
dormably to t 


25d section of his maj.’s warrant, March 


| Bho 1795-—rht, would be, for, the considerg,| 
. Jords .of the treasury, in’ fra- 


‘ Ligh of the Jords .of the tre , 1 
ming instrnghigns for the persons, appointed 
‘to examing, these accounts, how far the ex- 
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ers: accounts, for instance,. as :far as.t 

have been settled in the office, appear.tp 
have, been ,.minutely,, examined, andthe 
prices yfixed|by the proper officers’ of thy 


prepared to say that sufficient care has,j 
all cases been, taken to check the Measures 
ment;,or, to ascertain the actual. expendi 
ture, of articles charged; here, therefor, 
there is perhaps room, for fraud, and 
which, if discovered, the builders. woulf 
still be liable;, in passing such accounts jf 
will be more»important to. ascertain the 
sufficiency, of the principle adopted. ig 
checking, the account, than,to engage ing 
rerexamination of the items of the calegla 
tion... ‘The Barrack-master’s accounts hayg 
been transmitted half-yearly, and their.by 
lances paid on the authority of the late Bap 
rack-master-general ; but it appears, thatg 
part only .of these. accounts. have 
finally examined, and those not. taken. 
in any certain order, or according to _ 
cular periods; much discretion. has bea 
probably exercised, by lieut.-gen. De Lam 
cey in allowing charges in these account, 
but for the propriety of them the Barrage 
masters themselves can be no longer ae 
sponsible, although the late Barrackema 
ter-general may be held so. The stom 
accounts are yet differently circumstanced; 
admitting for the moment that any imp 
per expenditure of stores has taken mA 
yet if the issues have. been made on te 
certificates of commanding officers, as pit 
scribed in his maj.’s regulations, .neithe 
the Barrack-master-general, nor the Bat 
rack-masters, can be justly considered a 
countable, If this be allowed,. howevtt 
proper it may be to investigate this brand 
of expenditure with otber. views, it willl 
sufficient for the Barrack-master-genen 
in order to pass his accounts, to produt 
the certificates of the issues. In sol 
cases, it will be more important to ascér 
tain the sufficiency of the authority a 
which money has been expended, thant 
fact of its actual expenditure. Should 
be thought fit to detine exactly the: line 
duty of the persons to be specially name 





| master-general’s accounts, all these, ail 
perhaps many, more, circumstances, whit 
do not immediately occur to,us, shouldi 
considered, and instructions given Ace 
ingly 5, but it would.be more desirabley# 
conceive, to goxern their conductonly 
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Barrack department;, but we are Not ye 


general principles, and, leave, the apple 
IY. SHS build | tan of them to.their discretion. We lit 
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theless hesitation in reconimending a tpe-| late Barratk-rmaster-ceneral made with the 
cial appoiritment: of: persons “to ‘audit the} builders Was, geverally, ifnot universally, © 
lat Barrack-inastersgeneral’s accounts, be~|to pay forthe work on the principle of 
cause we’ Corisider that it would’be, even In | measure and value, and to advance money 
thélfirstiistance;economical, and certain- | from ‘time to time en account, according to 
lyaneventual saving, b ithe mcreased dis=| certificates Of tlie propress’ made’ in the’ 
ichviwhich might be expected from it.» It | work: these certifieates*are probably foun-’ 
been ulready stated,» that.an addition’ ded’on a certain mitasurertient and valua- 
ofthree’clerks, with one accountant, whose | tion; but from the natire of the business 
salarycis©800/4 a year, is requisite’ in «the | therd can be no precise and accurate exami-: 
Barracksoffice; thateanimportant.duymen-| natin till the’whole of?a building is com 
tation’ to! tte’ establishment sof? the: War- | pletédj-and the ‘builder’s Wills are sent in 5 
office niust bé' made, whenever these ':ac~| then, by iidaiis of the weekly returns’ of 
odunts:die taker up by that office ; and the'|'the clerks of thetwarks, the certificates al- 
inspectopageneral of the) auditors’ office has lided*to; -the measuréments taken un-_ 
stated towns; that a*latgesaddition to* their | der thé? directions’ of the ‘office and of 
esti lish nvent> woald° be! reqoisite: | when-'| other documents, “the” bills “are exami- 
ever the:Barfack-master+penbral's:aceounts,| néd - and chéeked /4n0a particular depart- 
shonidese>brougiie forward: Now we ure| ment of whéceffice, whén af assistant Bar 
ofopinion, thatafsthe! persons récommén«|irdck-master-general, “and” ‘the two oflice-! 
ded byeusito be appointed towexecute’ this | surveyors éertify that the ‘balance due may 
nomentonsdaty;codid sit in oradjoining'| be paid\—Frewr tireamstanees; on which 
tatheBartack-officezand that the saryeyor, | it*is fovwarpresent purpose to niake any” 
decounteintp arid: the é¢lerks: assigtted: for:| rentark ‘the settlement of -these- bills is: jn? 
Winging forward’ the late: Barrack-master='| creat arrears not one “half ‘of them for: 
eral’s accounts; were’ tobe pas wholly)|'buildings erectedin lieut.-gen. De Lancey’s: 
understheir controul, this single:estublish:: time ‘have yét°beén settled, and in’ many; 
medt might: do all the business, provided)| cases they havemot yet-been sent in/by the 
the persons selected be ‘conversant wittr| bdilders. « This’ matter did not escape the 
bli¢ accounts, and able and willing them~ attention of‘ the lordscommissioners of hist 
anced; selves ‘to hassumeé’a’ proper portion of thé|)maj,’s treasury ;/for, in a*letter from Mr, 
imp labour.—Should ‘the «proposal, which we|Huskisson to the’ present Barrack-master-' 
| platy herein submit, as the best’ means/we’ can'|general, a few days after he had succeeded 
on th dévise to-extract the late Barrack-master- |\to the office, hé is directed, amongst other 
as/ple im general’s, accounts frony their: present em-| things; to make paynients to. builders on 
neitht @ barrassment, be approved of; it would be | contracts entered. into by his predecessor, 
¢ Bae fit that the lords comunissioners of his maj;’s | if, according to the ternis of the contracts, 
reda@i® treasury:should recommend to the auditors} and the regulations and checks observed iu 
owe of the public accounts: to suspend all pro-| the Barrack office, ‘the builders appeared 
ceedings in respect of the imprests to the | to be entitled to the sames ** And, that no 
late Barrack-midster-general, returned by | difficulty might arisé to him in respect to 
the Pay-master-general of his.maj.’s for- | the mode of accounting for such payments, 
ces ;and to.the secretary at war to procure | their lordships were pleased further to di- 
his. maj.’s warrants to cover those: sums| rect thatvas often ‘as‘any: such ‘Contract 
which shall be from time to time. ‘re-| should be certified: complete; according’ to 
ported, ,in the manner: we have stated, to | the foris’and conditions provided for that 
be satisfactorily accounted for. purpose, and iti usein the Barrack depart 
As connected with the subject of this | ment, so’ as to entitle the contractor, té 
report, we feel it our duty to notice a mat- | claim ‘the balance due to him’on such Com- 
ter which the present Barrack-master-ge-| pletion, a copy of such contract, so certi- 
neral apprehends will: very much delay the | fied, togéther with the account curreat, 
passing of his accounts before:the auditors, | should “be transmitted to the treasury 
and may eventually impose-on ‘him a very | board’; and in case of its being returtied 
unjustifiable burthen of responsibility. His | approved: by their lordships, such approba- 
apprehension is founded on the state of the | tion; together with the receipt ity full of the 
oftice accounts in-respeétiof Burratk build-| party, joined toc the’cortract and certitiz 
Ings, whieh’ have been:entirely, or im a great | cate -before-mentioned, shiduld be his vou- 
»part executed under the orders of his pre- | cher fur enabling him to’ pass such aécount 
decessor. The agreement which the | with the conimissionérs: for auditing the 
; 3° 
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account ,in the ledgers of the office.+-To 
ascertain the application of these sumis, the 
persons, to be’ appointed: to, audit the late 
Barrack-master-general's . accounts,; will 
call for the successive accounts and vouch- 
ers of the parties to whom they are char- 
ged; these they will.examine, with the ac- 
countant, and having certified,,at the foot 
thereof the sum for which they admit the 
same, will enter the amount, with the name, 
date, and a sufficient description, in a re- 
gister, to be kept for that purpose, from 
whence it may. be posted by the, clerks into 
the ledgers, When all the vouchers shall 
have been gone through, the total amount 
of such sums allowed, added together in the 
register, and compared with the total of 
sums received, will shew the balance: (if 
any) unaccounted for by the late Barrack- 
master-general; and the ledgers will, point 
out on which accounts the deficiencies have 
arisen. ,We are of opinion that this exa- 
mination should be made with reference to 
his waj.’s instructions. for the regulation of 
Barracks,. and that wherever accounts are 
found ‘vouched or certified agreeably to 
these instructions, they should be admit- 
ted; that wherever the late Barrack-mas- 
ter-general shall have departed from or 
gone beyond the letter of his, instructions, 
the persons appointed to examine the ac- 
counts shall have power finally to deter- 
mine on the propriety of such departure; 
and to obviate any delays which might 
arise from a difference of opmion between 
two persons, or from those which might be 
occasioned by an objection on the part of 
lieut.-gen. De Lancey to submit to their 
decision, we should recommend that, in 
either case, the secretary at war should be 
referred to, and that his determination 
should be final. And we should further 
propose, that the persons appointed to au- 
dit.these accounts be required from time to 
time (at intervals, not, exceeding three 
months) to report to the secretary at war 
the total amount of sums allowed by them 
in lieut.-gen. De Lancey’s accounts, to the 
intent. that he may procure-a warrant under 
the royal, sign manual for such sum, con- 
dormably to the regulations contained in the, 
25d section of his maj,’s wartant, March 
Phe 1793.—pht would be, for, the considerg-| 


- “igh of the Jords ,of the treasury, in’ fya-! d 


- aning instepgtigns for the persons, appointed 
to.cxamping, these accounts, how far the ex- 
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ers: accounts, for instance, as :far as, 

have been. settled in. the office, appear, to 
have, been .minutely,, examined,,: and. the 
prices yfixed|by the proper .officers| of the 
Barrack, department;, but we are Not yeh 
prepared to say, that sufficient care basin 
all cases been taken to check the meagung. 
ment;.or to ascertain the actual. expends 
ture. of articles charged; here, therefore, 
there 1s perhaps room, for fraud, and for 
which, if discovered, the. builders would 
still be liable;. in passing such accounts.jt 
will be more important. to. ascertain the 
sufficiency of the principle: adopted. ip 
checking, the account, than,to engage -in g 
re-examination of the items of the caleula 
tion, ‘The Barrack.master’s accounts haye 
been transmitted half-yearly, and their bys 
lances paid on the authority of the late Bay 
rack-master-general ; hut it appears, thats 
part only .of these. accounts. have beep 
finally examined, and those not taken up 
in any certain order, or according to pattis 
cular periods; much discretion has beeh 
probably exercised. by lieut.-gen. De Lam 
cey in allowing charges in these account, 
but for the propriety of them the Barrack 
masters themselves can be no longer te 
sponsible, although the Jate Barrack-mase 
ter-general may be held so. The stom 
accounts are yet differently circumstanced; 
admitting for the moment that any improe 
per expenditure of stores has taken plage, 
yet if the issues have been made on the 
certificates of commanding officers, as pte 
scribed in his maj.’s regulations, .neither 
the Barrack-master-general, nor the Bar 
rack-masters, can be justly considered ac 
countable, If this be allowed,. however 
proper it may be to investigate this. braneh 
of expenditure with other. views, it will be 
suflicient for the Barrack-master-general 
in order to pass his accounts, to produce 
the certificates of the issues. In some 
cases, it will be more important to ascer 
tain the sufficiency of the authority on 
which money has been expended, than the 
fact of its actual expenditure. . Should i 
be thought fit to define exactly the line of 
duty of the persons to be specially named 
for the purpose of passing the late Barrack 
Master-general’s accounts, all these, and 
perhaps, many, more cigcuinstancesy which 
do, not immediately occur to,us, should be 
considered, and instructions given ace 

ingly ;, but it would.be more desirable,w 
conceive, to govern their conductonly.by 





Benen prineinles and, Jeave. the abi 
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theless hesitation inrecom mending a spe- 
dal appdiritment: of: persons “to audit the 
jst Barraick~imaster-general’s accounts, be- 
quse'we consider that it would "be, ever) in 
lia arr aa and certain- 
sph stined saving, by the imcreased dis< 
which might be expected from it.’ It 

ds'been already stated,> that.an addition 
oftthree ‘clerks, with.one accountant, whose 
silaryis°800/4a year, is requisite’ in «the 
Barracksoffice; thatrarimportant.dugmen- 
tation toi the establishment “of! ‘the “War- 
ofice'niust’ bé' made, whenever these acy 
odants:dfe taker up by that office ; and the: 
impéectorageneral of the;auditors’ office has. 
gated tons; .that: a lutgesaddition to* their 
gttblishnrent> would be! requisite ‘ when- 
aver the: Burrack-master+tenberal'ssaceounts: 
houldebe brouglie forward. Now, we are 
dopinion, thatafcthe’ persons récomméns 
ded byeus:'to ibe appointed: tovexecute this} 
nomentonsdoty;codid sit in or-adjoining' 
tthe Bartack-officepand that the saryeyor, 
decounteinty-iartd: the ¢lerks: ‘assigtied: for: 
binging forward’ the late Barrack-master- 
-oalneg accounts; were’ to be pas wholly; 

wtheir controul, this single:estublish«: 

medt might: do all. the business, provided) 
the persons” selected be ‘conversant’ witir 


‘ 
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laté Barvatk-rhaster-general made with the 
builders Was, « eeverally , ifnot universally, 
to pay for’ the work ‘on the principle of 
meéasure and value, and to advance money 
froth time to time on’account, according to 
certificates of tlie propress’ made in ‘the: 
work: these certifieates*are: probably foun-' 
ded’on a certditd measurement and valua- 
tion? but from thé natire of the business: 
therd can be nié precise und accurate exami- 
nation till the’Whole of’a building is com- 
pletéd;-and the “builder’s bills are sent in 5 
then, by médiis- of the weekly returns: of 
‘the: clefks of théetwarks, the certificates al- 
ladéd -*t6; the Meusuréments taken un~. 
der thé? directions’ of the ‘office and of 
other “documents, “the” bills © are exami- 
niéd -and chéeked4n%a particular depart- 
mentiof thé: Office, whéfaiassistant Bar- 
irdck-mastéteeeneral, “and” the two oflicé-! 
surveyors tertify that thé balance due may 
be paid: —Fronr ttreamstariees, on which 
itis HOVWaPpresent parpOse to niake* any 
rendarkp ithe settlement of -these- bills is:ja? 
great arrears not one half of them for 
‘buildings erectedin lieut.-gen. De Laucey’s! 
time! have yer ben settled, and in many; 
cases they havemot yetbeen sent in by the 
builders! « ‘This matter’ did not escape the 


lie aecounts, and able and willing them- lattention of the lords*commissioners of hist 


selves ‘to hassumeé?a™ proper portion vof thé 
labour.-Should the «proposal, which «we 
herein subniit, asthe ‘best’ means.:we’ can 
dévise' to-extract the late: Barrack-master- 
general’s, accounts from their: present em- 
harrassment, be: approved of; it would be 
fit that the lords commissioners of hismaj;’s 
treasury should recommend to the auditors 
of the public accounts: to suspend all pro- 
ceedings in respect of the imprests to the 
late Barrack-master-general, returned by 
the Pay-master-general of his.maj.’s for- 
ces ;and to the secretary ut war to procure 
his maj.’s warrants to cover those: sums 

which «shall be from time to time: re- 
ported, in the »manner we have stated, to 
he satisfactorily accounted for. 

As connected with: the subject of this 
Teport, we feel it our duty to notice a mat- 
ter which the present Barrack-master-ge- 
neral apprehends will very much delay the 
passing of his accounts before:the auditors, 
and may eventually impose:om him a very 
unjustifiable burthen of responsibility. His 
apprehension is founded on tlie state of the 
office accounts in-respeétof Burratk build- 
ings, which:have been entirely, or in a great 
»part executed under the orders of his | pre- 
decessor. The agreement which the 


jmaj.’6 treasury ;for, in a‘letter from Mr, 


‘Huskisson to the present Barrack-master-' 
general, a few days after he had succeeded 
‘to the oftice, hé is directed, amongst other 
things; to make paynients to builders on 
contracts entered, into by bis predecessor, 


if, "according to thie termis’ of the contracts, 


and the regulations und checks observed in 
the Barrack office, ‘the builders appeared 
to be entitled to the Same’s ** And, that no 
difficulty might arise ‘to him in respect to 
the mode of accounting for such payments, 
their lordships were pleased further to di- 
rect. thatcas often ‘asany: such contract 
should be certified complete, according to 
the forms’and conditions provided for that 
purpose, and iti use in the Barrack depart- 
ment, so as’ to entitle the contractor té 
claim ‘the balance due to him‘on su¢h com- 
pletion, a copy of such contract, so certi+ 
fied, togéther with the account curreat, 
should “be transmitted to the’ treasury 
board ;' and >in case of fits being returiied 
approved by ‘their Jordships, such approba- 
ion; together with the‘ receipt iti full of the 
party, joined to thecontract and certiti- 
cate *before-mentioned, sliould be his «vou 
cher for enabling ‘him to pass such account 
with the conimissionérs- for auditing the 
3° 
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public accounts.”—Lieut.-gen, Hewett, al- 
though entirely satisfied with these direc- 
tions, so far as respects his responsibility 
for the payments which he might maké on 
account of buildings erected under. the au- 
thority of his predecessor, yet conceives 
that, In passing his accounts before the au- 
ditors, he. will be called upon by them to 
praduce the building account itself, as a 


- document to shew that the balance he has. 


paid was due to, the builder; this would 
make it the duty of the auditors. to exa- 
mine into the whole circumstances, and 
would necessarily very much delay. the 


passing of bis own proper accounts, and. 


might eventually subject him to a. responsi- 
bility for any disallowances.in such account, 
that ought properly to fall on lieut.-gen. De 
Lancey. He proposes, therefore, in 2 let- 
t-r tq the treasury, in order: that-the ac- 
counts of «any buildings: (undertaken by, 
and executed vader the orders. of, his pre- 
‘ decessor) might at one view uaderga inves- 


tigation, that the lords commissioners of 


' bis maj.’s treasury should direct lieut.-gen. 
De Lancey to state jn his accounts these 
payments as made by him (lieut.-gen. Hew- 
ett);-but to be nevertheless inserted in his 
(lieut.-gen. Hewett’s) account to be exa- 
mined by the auditors. 
Lancey, however, in Sept. following, in- 
forms lieut.-gen. Hewett, that in making up 
his public accounts, he shall include all 
charges paid on account of buildings, and 
consider the certificates of the surveyors on 
the progressive payments, accompanied by 
the receipts of the parties, as his vouchers, 
and that consequently he cannot be consi- 
dered as responsible for the final settlement 
vf these accounts.—In this disagreement 
between the late and present Barrack- 
master-general, it is, no doubt, diticult to 
suggest what may be at the same time satis- 
factory to them, and be asufficient security 
to the public: but we propose, in order to 
obviate the delay which the present Bar- 
rack-master-general fears would arise in 
passing his proper accounts before the au- 

_ ditors, if he is obliged to produce the buil- 
ders’ accounts settled in the office as part of 
his vouchers for the payment of the balance 
vrdered by the lords commissioners of his 
inaj.’s treasury, that their lordships do re- 
consider their former iostractions on the 
¢ubject, and direct that their order for the 

payment of the money to the person na- 

1.ed, with his- receipt in full, shouldbe the 
voucbers on which such payments shall be 
allowed by the auditors in the account of 
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the present Barrack-master-general ; for, 
as the contract with. the builder, '.the. ag. 
count current, and the certificates, of the 
office, will have been under. the:considera., 
tionof their lordships before they direct the, 
balance to be paid, it does not appearto: 
us to be necessary that.they should als be. 
submitted to.the consideration of the ays 
ditors, since that. would bring with it the 
consideration of the builders’ accounts dl 
so, in which that balance was certifieds 
the account itself, however, should be ex,: 
amined and adjusted in the Barrack.offiea; 
‘under the controul of the present: Barracks 
master-general. as part of the current busi 
ness Of the office; because it would, be 
highly inexpedient to withdraw: fer this 
purpose any.of the trained officéts it the 
building-department, by whom alone itead 
well be done; and because all the doce 
‘ments necessary for this adjustment aré 
lodged there, and ought not to beremowerdy 
When, indeetl, the account is finatly dxain 
ned and certified, it should be delivered 
‘into the War-offica, or to those persons whe! 
may be appointed to eudit the late Barrack: 
master-general’s accounts, as a part of 
those matters which must be inspected ia 
‘such examination; aud so far as any rev 
sponsibility can attach on the chief.of the 
Barrack-department for the production of 
an authority for the erection of a building, 
for the nomination of the builder, for the 
terms of the contract with hin: for the di 
rections given from time to time, and for 
the regularity of the certificates on which 
money has been advanced on account, it 
should fall on lieut.«gen. De Lancey: bat, 
for the course observed im the office in sel 
tling the bill, the present Barrack+masters 
general should be responsible, and ‘tor n0- 
‘thing more. Were such an arrangement 
adopted, lieut.-gen. Hewett would be fe 
lieved from that responsibility which he ap- 
prehends. .Whatever trouble he may be 
subjected to, should be considered as 4 
part of the duties of the office which he has 
undertaken to execute. .. i 
Hl. Oakes, (1. 8.) : 
J. Dainkwarer. (2. $.) 
Sam. @:Cox. (8)  . 
Gites Tempiteman. (1. 3.) 
Hewsry Peters. (1. 8.) 
Cuas. Bosawgetr, (t. $-) 
J.C. Srzenenson. (1.8) “ 
Office of Military Enquiry, No. 17, Buck 
ingham-street, Adelphi, 20th March, 1806. 
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